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IIn 1938, Harvard University researchers began 
a study that has now lasted for 85 years. Their 
goal was to answer one question: What makes 
us happy in life? The researchers surveyed 724 
participants from all over the world at two-
year intervals. They asked detailed questions 
about their lives. Now, after 85 years, they have 
published the results from this most intriguing 
study, the Harvard Study of Adult Development.

Contrary to what some might think, the answer 
to happiness is not found in the accumulation 
of money, career achievements, healthy diets or 
other life goals. Here is a quote about the study’s 
findings from its director, Robert Waldinger, 
and associate director, Marc Schulz: “The most 
consistent finding we’ve learned through 85 
years of study is: Positive relationships keep 
us happier, healthier, and help us live longer. 
Period” (cnbc.com/2023/02/10/85-year-harvard-
study-found-the-secret-to-a-long-happy-and-
successful-life.html). 

The Harvard study further elaborates on this 
question: “Relationships affect us physically. 
Ever notice the invigoration you feel when you 
believe someone has really understood you 
during a good conversation? . . . To make sure 
your relationships are healthy and balanced, it’s 
important to practice ‘social fitness.’ We tend 
to think that once we establish friendships and 
intimate relationships, they will take care of 
themselves. But our social life is a living system, 
and it needs exercise.”

These results are in stark contrast to what we 
witnessed for almost three years when the world 
was forced to practice isolation to one degree or 
another because of the COVID-19 virus. Some 
people knew from the beginning that shutting 
down social events, including church services, 
would not be good for anyone. It was an unusual 
time in our history. In the United States we were 
not allowed to meet for services for 14 weeks, 
and even when this restriction on meetings was 
dropped, we were still warned to wear a mask and 
stay at least 6 feet apart.  

In other parts of the world, the restrictions on 
meetings were even greater. In Chile for example, 
the brethren were unable to meet for church 
services for 17 consecutive months. Keeping 

people apart may help prevent the spread of a 
virus, but it can also do considerable harm by 
stifling social interaction.

From the Church’s perspective, one positive 
thing that came about during this crisis was the 
ingenuity of God’s people. Of course, we became 
skilled at holding services online—for weeks 
and, in some cases, months at a time. But we also 
learned new ways to fellowship and stay together, 
in spite of the restrictions. Some congregations 
organized regular “chat rooms” over the various 
technology platforms.

There is a reason Christ said He would build 
His Church (Matthew 16:18). He knew that for 
us to grow and develop as children of God, we 
need to be with others of like mind. Activities 
such as the Winter Family Weekend and the 
Branson Presidents’ Day Family Weekend 
provide opportunities for us to be together, 
to learn together, to rejoice together and to 
worship God together. 

We also have the Feast of Tabernacles when 
we are commanded to leave our homes and join 
together to worship God. Fellowship is a huge 
part of each of the annual holy days and why it is 
important for us to be in attendance. Watching 
a sermon online may be some people’s only 
option—or at least the best option considering 
their circumstances—but it is far from what 
God intended for us. To miss out on fellowship 
Sabbath after Sabbath for an extended period of 
time can be damaging in so many ways.

God gave us the answer to happiness long 
before the University of Harvard conducted their 
85-year study. We see it being practiced every 
Sabbath! If nothing else, the past three years have 
taught us to rejoice and enjoy the time we have 
with our brethren—and never take it for granted!

Jim Franks
President
Church of God, a Worldwide Association

personal from the president
What Makes Us Happy

https://cogwa.org/
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My favorite classes in high school and college 
included history. I learned from one of my 
instructors the saying that those who ignore 

history are doomed to repeat it. 
When we carefully examine the history of the ancient 

Israelites, one recurring characteristic appears over and 
over: As they drifted away from God and His Sabbath and 
holy days, they were driven into captivity and subservience 
to the nations around them. 

But, of course, history is not always negative. Often 
history can reveal positive aspects that we can also learn 
from and follow.

By taking a careful look at the Old Testament’s history 
of religious revivals and fervency, especially in connection 
with the Feast of Tabernacles, we can learn some valuable 
and positive history lessons. 

What lessons can we learn from the Feast of Tabernacles 
in the Old Testament?

1. The Feast is important to God
In Leviticus 23 we find all of God’s holy days listed. Verse 
2 reminds us that first and most important, the holy days 
are “the feasts of the Lord.” They are not the Jews’ feasts, 
as some claim, and they are not our feasts, like a vacation. 
They are God’s feasts and very important to Him! 

Verse 34 says, “The fifteenth day of this seventh month 
shall be a Feast of Tabernacles for seven days to the Lord.” 
Not only is the Feast important to God, it should be a high 
priority for us, as well.

After the Feast each year, we should begin immediately 
planning for next year’s Feast by saving our second tithe 
and considering where we plan to attend and how we will 
get there (Deuteronomy 14:22-27).

Since the Feast is so important to God, we should 
carefully consider attending “where the Lord your God 

chooses to put His name” (verse 24). There are now literally 
hundreds of sites that claim to host God’s Feast. But do 
they? The Feast should be a carefully planned festival. Sites 
should be chosen following God’s commands, including 
prayer and fasting for God’s guidance by properly 
ordained and qualified ministry.

God’s Church has historically chosen sites based on 
biblical guidelines. A site should not be selected just 
because it’s a nice and convenient location. This year 
COGWA is hosting over 40 sites for the edification and 
enjoyment of God’s called-out ones.

However, in all our pre-Feast planning we must never 
forget why we are to attend the Feast.

In Deuteronomy 14:23 we read the reason we are to 
observe the Feast of Tabernacles: “that you may learn to 
fear the Lord your God always.” Wherever we choose to 
attend the Feast, our primary focus should be on spiritual 
learning and edification.  

2. This life is temporary 
In Leviticus 23:42-43 we are admonished to “dwell in 
booths,” or tabernacles. That’s one reason it is called the 
Feast of Tabernacles. The meaning of this expression is clear: 
We are to stay in temporary dwellings during the Feast. 

For most of us in this modern age, this means staying 
in a hotel room or in a rented home or condo. This 
symbolizes the temporary nature of our physical life now, 
and how much we yearn for the future, when we will have 
spirit life. In Hebrews 11:13 we note, “These [the faithful] 
all died in faith, not having received the promises, but 
having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced 
them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims 
on the earth.” 

Again, by staying in a temporary place and not our own 
home, the Feast should remind us that our physical lives 

Feast Lessons From 
History

The references to the Feast of Tabernacles in the Old Testament teach us four valuable lessons.

By David Register

SHARPENING IRON

https://cogwa.org/


March/April 2023 5

are temporary. The coming Millennium and Kingdom 
of God are what is really important, rather than this 
physical life.

3. Use the Feast for spiritual rededication 
and a new start
When we look at the history and examples of Israel’s 
keeping the Feast in the Old Testament, we see a common 
theme: They were times of spiritual dedication and 
renewal. The Feast of Tabernacles should give us the 
opportunity for a new spiritual start and renewal of our 
dedication to God and His way of living. 

One of the most notable examples is that of Solomon and 
the Israelites at the dedication of the new temple at the time 
of the Feast (1 Kings 8:2; 2 Chronicles 7:10).

Not only was it a joyous occasion and an opportunity for 
spiritual rededication, it was a time when the entire nation 
was united spiritually. And it pleased God (1 Kings 9:3)!

Another example of spiritual renewal and rededication 
during the Feast of Tabernacles is mentioned during the 
time of Ezra and Nehemiah (Ezra 3:1-4).

Cyrus, the king of Persia, sent captives to Jerusalem 
to rebuild the temple. During the restoration of the 
foundation and wall, they discovered a copy of the law and 
decided to keep the Feast of Tabernacles as commanded 
by God. Again, we find that it was recorded to be a time of 

spiritual rededication—a new beginning (Nehemiah 8:1-18).
The Feast of Tabernacles can be the same for us—a new 

start, a spiritual renewal and rededication to God and 
His way of living. Plan to have a spiritual Feast, not just a 
physical one.

4. Look to the future and have vision
As we noticed earlier, the patriarchs were motivated 
and had faith built on a vision of the future. Having 
seen the promises “afar off,” they were “assured of them” 
(Hebrews 11:13).

The Feast of Tabernacles helps us focus on the vision 
of our future under the Kingdom of God and of the 
1,000-year reign of Jesus Christ on this earth (Revelation 
5:10; 20:6).

We not only rejoice in our future change into spirit 
to rule with Christ, the King of Kings, but we also look 
forward to a time when the whole world will be keeping the 
Feast in the Millennium (Zechariah 14:16-19; Isaiah 2:2-4)!

History can indeed teach us very helpful and important 
information. As we plan for this upcoming Feast of 
Tabernacles, let’s keep these four points in mind. The Feast 
is very important to God. It helps us remember that this 
life is temporary. It gives us opportunity for a new start and 
spiritual rededication. And it helps us envision our future 
in God’s Kingdom. OA
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It’s spring—and that means it’s time to think about this 
year’s COGWA Youth Camps!

Ministerial Services and the camp team have already 
been preparing to give our Church youth another 

exciting camp experience in 2023. 

12 years of CYC themes
But before I talk about this year’s theme, let’s take a look at 
our previous 12-year history of CYC themes.
• “A Compass for the Future” (2011) focused on how 

to use the Word of God to navigate through life to a 
wonderful future.

• “Raising the Bar” (2012) emphasized not conforming to 
this world’s standards, but instead measuring up to the 
example of Jesus Christ.

• “A Call to Greatness” (2013) focused on the awesome 
potential we can inherit by accepting the calling of our 
Father through Jesus Christ.

• “The Narrow Path—Accept the Challenge” (2014) taught 
that God’s way is not always easy, but it is always worth 
the choice.

• “The Pearl of Great Price—Find It and Keep It” (2015) 
taught the value of what God has for us and the 
importance of never letting go of His precious truth.

• “Foundations for Life—Build on the Rock” (2016) 
emphasized how we must base our core values and beliefs 
on what Jesus Christ teaches through the Word of God.

• “Vision: Seeing Clearly in a Clouded World” (2017) 
taught how we can see through the erroneous 
teachings and ways of society and this world.

• “Walking With Integrity” (2018) focused on the value of 
building and growing in character.

• “Discernment: Training Your Heart” (2019) taught the 
importance of seeing the difference between right and 
wrong and growing in wisdom.

• “Firmly Anchored: Holding Fast What Is Good” (2020) 
was presented in a virtual format due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. This theme reinforced the knowledge that 
once we have been taught and understand the truth, 
we must never allow ourselves to be swayed to depart 
from it!

• “Lights in the Darkness” (2021) motivated us with 
the knowledge that we can make a difference and an 
impact in this world through being a shining example 
of living by God’s Word every day. 

• Finally, “Courage Under Fire” (2022) reminded us 
that as we strive to live God’s way in this world, we 

sometimes face difficult challenges and need the 
strength of God to endure and overcome.

Each of these themes have lessons and principles that 
will never go away or fade. They are not for just one year! 
These are themes for life and will hopefully be remembered 
by those who have experienced our youth camps—both 
campers and staff.

CYC’s 13th theme
And now in 2023, we have arrived at our 13th year of 
COGWA camps, with the theme “Mapping Your Future.” 
This year we’ll focus on the need to set goals and utilize the 
wonderful potential and talents that each of us has been 
given. 

We’ll strive to teach campers that in order to make the 
most of the time God has allotted to each of us, we need to 
have goals, aspirations and plans not only for our future, 
but for everyday living. 

It has been said that if you fail to plan, you plan to fail. 
That is especially true in the most important area of life—
our relationship with God. At camp this year we plan to 
explore steps we can take to ensure that we’ll arrive at our 
ultimate destination—living forever in the family of God!

Our Father and Jesus Christ mapped a future for all 
humanity thousands of years ago. We live it and relive it 
every year when we celebrate and worship on His Sabbaths 
and holy days. 

Having a theme for our camps each year provides us an 
opportunity to focus on different principles that encourage 
campers to engage with the staff, their peers, their families 
and, most importantly, with God, in an environment that 
is safe and fun. Campers will be able to participate in a 
variety of fun activities. They’ll be able to see their old 
friends and make new friends. Every year new friendships 
are made that will likely last for eternity!

The camp theme will be threaded into each aspect 
of camp—from Christian Living classes and Compass 
Checks that remind everyone that God is a part of the 
entire camp program, to the activities, to dorm and 
fellowship time.

Every year, those of us on the camp team do everything we 
can to improve the camp experience for our young people. 

We hope and pray that this will be a record-breaking year 
for camp attendance. The situations in this world aren’t 
getting any better, but God promises to bless those who 
are working, planning and praying. Your prayers are also 
appreciated for another successful camp year! OA

Mapping 
Your Future

By Eric Evans

https://cogwa.org/
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Our most recent Winter Family Weekend was one for 
the books! Nearly 1,000 brethren from across the 
United States joined those visiting from Canada, 

Jamaica, Chile and the Bahamas for a wonderful family 
reunion Dec. 23-27, 2022, in Louisville, Kentucky.

This year’s theme, “Walking by Faith,” was based on 
2 Corinthians 4:18 and 5:7. Many attendees had the 
opportunity to practice this life principle on the way 
to Louisville, as single-digit temperatures and subzero 
windchills created travel hazards across much of the 
country. The safe refuge of the Galt House Hotel was a 
welcome sight upon arrival!

The weekend opened Friday evening with a general Bible 
study presented by Doug Horchak. The study examined 
Paul’s references to things that are not seen. Zach Smith 
delivered a teen and young adult study encouraging 
attendees to acknowledge and ponder God’s intimate 
involvement in their lives. 

On Sabbath morning, teens and adults enjoyed 
seminars, which explored various facets of walking by 
faith. Sabbath school emphasized aspects of faith for 

the preteens. During the afternoon service, Jim Franks 
expounded on the theme, encouraging brethren to 
continue refining and exercising faith during times of 
blessing and times of trial.

Saturday evening featured the traditional WFW pizza 
dinner and a family dance. Creative costumes kept people 
laughing and guessing the identity of those in disguise. A 
family scavenger hunt kicked off shortly after the Sabbath, 
and the WFW art show featured members’ talents in a 
variety of artistic disciplines.

Spiritual instruction continued Sunday through 
Tuesday with a series of FI Continuing Education 
seminars. As in the past, these seminars were favorably 
received. Once again, the EEI “Make It, Take It, Teach It” 
workshop engaged parents and children with hands-on 
activities designed to support spiritual development in the 
youth.

On Sunday volleyball and basketball games kicked 
off at a nearby sports facility. Instructive clinics and 
organized preteen games enabled everyone to participate. 
Additionally, preteens, teens and family members enjoyed 
bowling, arcade games, laser tag, gravity ropes and 
billiards in the afternoon. 

In the evening, two FOI service projects were completed. 
Both addressed needs in the local community and gave 

By Jason Hyde
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everyone an opportunity to serve. Finally, the evening was 
rounded out with live band music and dancing.

On Monday some attendees tried their hand at axe 
throwing and indoor go-karts. The always popular Family 
Fun Fair brought joy and laughter to young and old alike. 
Meanwhile, preteen art classes offered professional art 
instruction for the youth. The evening was packed with a 
jam session and a teen and young adult trivia activity. 

Basketball and volleyball tournaments wrapped up 

sports on Tuesday. The evening featured family novelty 
Olympics and bunko for all ages. Karaoke, cornhole and 
card games were available each evening. 

Despite the frigid temperatures and wintry conditions, 
attendees commented on the warm and encouraging 
experience. The family atmosphere was evident, as 
fellowship spilled into hallways, activities and restaurants 
every day. It was definitely a successful Winter Family 
Weekend.

Thanks to Nathan and Amanda Willoughby and the 
many volunteers who served at the WFW. Brethren 
headed home with joyful appreciation and a renewed 
determination to walk by faith.

The 2023 WFW is scheduled for Dec. 22-26 in Louisville, 
Kentucky. We hope to see you there! OA

https://cogwa.org/
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Church          Potluck
What’s cooking in your congregation?

BENTONVILLE  
BIDS MUNDOS FAREWELL

On the Sabbath of July 23, 2022, the Bentonville, Arkansas, 
congregation hosted a farewell tribute for Ariel and Astrid 
Mundo and their family.

The Mundos came to be a part of our Bentonville 
family in August of 2017. They moved to Arkansas from 
Guatemala when Ariel accepted a Fulbright Scholarship 
at the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville to pursue his 
doctorate in biomedical engineering.

Ariel, Astrid and their daughter Ema (now 7) soon 
became active in our congregation. About a year later, 
their son Dario (now 4) was born in Arkansas. Ema and 
Dario have grown up among us and developed many 
friendships, both young and old. It has been a delight to 
watch them blossom.

Astrid, who had been an accomplished chef in her 
home country of Chile, shared her culinary skills with 
us on most Sabbaths. She always had something special 
prepared for our church snacks and our monthly 
potlucks. Anyone who had the pleasure of being a guest 
at their table never went away hungry, and Astrid always 
prepared at least one sweet treat. This writer and many 
others particularly enjoyed Astrid’s delightful meringues. 

Ariel also served our congregation—giving sermonettes, 

leading hymns and playing special music on his guitar. 
On their last Sabbath we had the pleasure of a memorable 
guitar duet that Ariel performed with Nathan Froedge. 

In May 2022 Ariel finished his final semester and 
received his doctorate in biomedical engineering, 
biostatistics. 

The family is now in Montreal, Québec, where Ariel has 
a fellowship from the Center of Research in Mathematics 
at the University of Montreal. His postdoctoral fellowship 
is at the School of Public Health.

The Bentonville congregation greatly misses the Mundo 
family! We wish them well as they make their new home 
in Canada. Not au revoir, but à plus tard!

Vicki Willoughby 

KNOXVILLE  
FOI SERVICE PROJECT

The Knoxville, Tennessee, congregation 
participated in an FOI service project after 
services and sunset on Feb. 11, 2023. 

Following a sandwich smorgasbord-
themed “pot-blessing” meal, the 
congregation tagged bears for the Care Bear 
Patrol Program, organized by Peter Holmes, 
an elder in the congregation. In less than 
an hour, participants tagged 330 stuffed toy 
bears that will be donated to emergency 
responders. The emergency responders will 
use the bears to help comfort children who 
are involved in car accidents and domestic 
violence situations.

Amberly Groves
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HOUSTON NORTH  
POST-FEAST SOCIAL

On Oct. 29, 2022, the Houston North, Texas, congregation 
celebrated its annual post-Feast social. The congregation 
and guests shared a meal, with salad, lasagna and drinks 
provided. Members brought many desserts, as well as 
gluten-free options. 

After sunset, there was a Feast photo contest where 
members got to share their photos and then vote on the 
best or funniest Feast moments captured. 

In addition, there was a Bring-Home-the-Feast silent 
auction. Members both contributed and bid on items 
brought home from the Feast, with proceeds benefitting 
Foundation Outreach International. 

After dinner cleanup, the evening wrapped up with Feast 
bingo, where “power ball” bonuses were awarded based on 
questions related to Feast experiences. 

Much enjoyment was had with all of the fellowship, 
activities and sharing of Feast memories and messages. And, 
as usual, several were excited about where they may be going 
next year. The event really helps us focus on the blessing of 
the knowledge and practice of keeping God’s Feasts. 

Greg Mann

GREENSBORO  
LADIES’ TEA

The ladies of the Greensboro, North 
Carolina, congregation were treated to 
a very delightful formal tea party after 
services, Feb. 18. 

A variety of teas and finger sandwiches 
were served by a couple of our single men. 
They were ably assisted by the two young 
men shown in the photo: Jackson Newsom 
(left) and Rylan Fracheur. It was a very 
special evening honoring the ladies of the 
Greensboro congregation.

Ron Kelley

LOUISVILLE HOLDS  
CHICKEN WINGS COOK-OFF

Saturday night, Jan. 21, the Louisville, Kentucky, 
congregation held its first chicken wings cook-off. And the 
guys really came through! 

There were wings with many different flavors and many 
different shades of spicy heat. Steven Duncan won the best 
overall wings category; Jim Stoner’s wings were voted the 
hottest entry; and Brady Boyd won the most creative with 
wasabi wings. 

The fellowship was as warm as the food, and everyone 
had a great time.

Carolyn Winner

https://cogwa.org/
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On the Sabbath of Jan. 7, teens and parent volunteers 
honored the senior members of the Houston North, Texas, 
congregation by treating them to a special luncheon event 
before services. 

The volunteers arrived early to bring contributions 
 for the meal, prepare the kitchen, decorate tables with 
beautiful flower arrangements, and set up a performance 
area.

After welcoming the seniors, the teens served a delicious 
meal of lasagna, salad, tea and dessert. Two teens were 
assigned to each table to serve, dine and converse with 
their guests. A supply of “conversation starter” questions at 
each table helped stimulate dialogue. 

At the end of the meal, five talented teens performed 
instrumental music pieces. Solos were performed by 
Audrey Hegvold on the flute, Justin Smith on the trombone 
and Emma Stevens on the violin. A duet was performed by 
Jack West on the violin and Nolan Webber on the guitar.

Those in attendance thoroughly enjoyed the event, and 
many commented on the enjoyable fellowship between the 
teens and the seniors. It was a great opportunity for our 
young people to get to know and serve our seniors.

Special thanks go to Pete and Erin Webber for organizing 
this special event, and to the many teens and parents who 
contributed food and time to serve our congregation’s 
silver ambassadors. 

Tyanne Hewitt

BENTONVILLE  
FAMILY COSTUME DANCE

The Bentonville, Arkansas, congregation hosted a family 
costume dance on Saturday evening, Jan. 28. The theme for 
the dance was “All Things Disney.”

Brethren from surrounding church areas in Arkansas, 
Oklahoma, Missouri, Tennessee and Kansas joined in 
the evening’s festivities. Costumes were exceptional, and 
everyone enjoyed the dancing, fun and fellowship.

Vicki Willoughby
Photos by Alicia Fultz, Laura Linn, Amy Moody 

SHERMAN FUN SHOW
On the Sabbath of Jan. 28, after holding afternoon services, 
the Sherman, Texas, congregation enjoyed a taco bar meal 
followed by an evening fun show. 

The show, emceed by Greg and Val Peoples (dressed as 
Sonny and Cher), contained 11 different acts. Stand-up 
comedians, a guitar soloist, vocal performers, a magician, a 
hula dancer, a band of pirates and more all took the stage to 
entertain the 100-plus spectators attending the show. 

There were laughs, cheers and even a few groans in this 
evening full of fellowship, food and fun. Special thanks to 
everyone who made the meal and show such a success.

Greg McCloud

HOUSTON TEENS SERVE SILVER AMBASSADORS
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BIRMINGHAM-TRENTON 
WINTER SOCIAL

The Birmingham, Alabama, and Trenton, Georgia, 
congregations combined for services and our annual 
winter social on Feb. 4. There was an abundance of food, 
fellowship, laughter and love throughout the day and 
evening. It was obvious that everyone had left the cares of 
the world outside on that cold winter Sabbath and evening.

Following services, everyone enjoyed a chili-themed 
potluck with a variety of other dishes. Seven cooks 
participated in the chili cook-off. Each entry was sampled 
and evaluated by a group of highly experienced taste 
testers. Prizes were then awarded to the winners.

During the evening, the arts and crafts display had a very 
nice selection of crafts made by local brethren. Exhibits 
included sewn and crocheted items, sketches, welded 
metalworks, paintings, photographs and other creations. 
We have many talented brethren!

A highlight of the evening was the variety show. The first 
act was a demonstration of the different blasts blown on 

a shofar. It got everyone’s attention! Then we were treated 
to piano solos, a violin solo, vocals (both solo and duet), 
comedy skits and a demonstration of basketball-handling 
skills. Closing out the evening, we enjoyed a song from our 
local band.

It was a wonderful evening, and we already look forward 
to next year’s winter social!

Chuck Nichols 

HOUSTON REGIONAL VOLLEYBALL WEEKEND
The Houston North, Texas, congregation hosted the last of 
two regional volleyball tournament weekends on Dec. 10 
and 11, 2022. On Sabbath, visitors from Dallas, Fort Worth, 
Austin, San Antonio and other areas came together to enjoy 
uplifting fellowship, meaningful messages and special 
music from the teen choir. 

On Saturday evening, 25 teens gathered at iT’Z Family 
Food & Fun for an activity organized by Charles and 
Tammie Smith. The teens enjoyed pizza, bowling, 
rides, rock climbing and arcade games, as they took 
advantage of the opportunity to connect and make lasting 
friendships. 

The volleyball tournament started Saturday night 
for the adult games and continued the next day with 
teen matches. There were four teen teams and 12 adult 
teams that participated in the tournament at Element 
Sportsplex. There were several exciting games. The Austin 
1 adult team took the tournament, but overall Houston 1 
took the season for both the adult and teens brackets. 

Congratulations to everyone participating and serving, 
with special thanks to Mary Ann Hegvold and the 
Houston North members for all their work arranging such 
a fun and rewarding event. 

Greg Mann
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Andrew Beadles

Dan and Vickie Derks

Luke Antonio Springer Andrew Beadles was baptized by his 
pastor, Caleb Froedge, in Wichita, Kansas, 
after Sabbath services on Jan. 21, 2023. 

Andrew, a third-generation 
Christian, is the son of Jon Beadles 
and the late Julia Beadles. The entire 
Wichita congregation was able to 
attend his baptism, which was truly a 
delight! Afterward, the congregation 
enjoyed finger foods and fellowship.  

Lynda Wasser

Dan and Vickie Derks celebrated 50 
years of marriage on Dec. 1, 2022. 
They were raised in neighboring rural 
Wisconsin communities and met on 
a blind date shortly after graduating 

Jim and Gina Springer, of 
the Cincinnati-Dayton, Ohio, 
congregation, are excited to announce 
the birth of their third child.  

Luke Antonio Springer was born on 
Sept. 14, 2022, at 4:16 a.m. He weighed 
6 pounds 15.2 ounces and measured 
19 inches long.  

Jennifer Foster

Anniversaries

Baptisms

Mikayla and Daniel Clark

On Sunday, June 26, 2022, guests 
began arriving at the beautiful 
Horsehead Lake Lodge in Clarksville, 
Arkansas, to celebrate the marriage of 
Daniel Clark and Mikayla Rehor.  

The couple took their vows 
overlooking sparkling Horsehead 
Lake, surrounded by the lush green 
Ozark Mountains. The joyous 
ceremony was performed by the 
groom’s father, Tom Clark, pastor of 
Bentonville, Van Buren and Mena, 
Arkansas. The bride is the daughter 
of Jerry and Tami Rehor, of the 
Louisville, Kentucky, congregation. 

Daniel and Mikayla now make their 
home in Alma, Arkansas, and attend 
the Van Buren congregation.

Carolyn Winner

Weddings

Births

We encourage members to send 
announcements to be featured in 
One Accord. We feature events in 
members’ lives, including baptisms, 
births, engagements, weddings, 
significant anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 
60, etc.), and obituaries. Typically 
they run between 50 and 100 
words; however, we ask that all 
submissions stay under  
250 words. Please submit a high-
resolution color photo along 
with the written copy to your 
congregation’s reporter.

high school in 1972. Before long, their 
family and friends could see that they 
were a perfect match, and they were 
married on Dec. 1. 

When their two boys were young, 
Dan and Vickie bought a dairy farm 
and began their lifelong family 
farm business. Dan’s oldest brother 
was a member of the Worldwide 
Church of God and routinely came 
over during chore time to relay the 
Sabbath sermons to Dan and Vickie. 
Eventually, they hurried to finish 
Sunday morning chores so they could 
watch Mr. Armstrong on television. 

In 1988 they faced a drought year, 
which made Dan and Vickie wonder if 
it was the end. They asked the minister, 
who told them that not enough things 
were in place for it to be the end yet. 
However, the drought was enough to 
get their attention and spur them to 
become more serious about God’s way, 
so they began counseling for baptism. 

In addition to coming into God’s 
Church, Dan and Vickie agree that 
raising their two boys and watching 
their three grandchildren grow have 
been a highlight of their marriage. 

Dan serves as a deacon in the Eau 
Claire, Wisconsin, congregation, and 
Vickie is always reliable to help with 
Sabbath school and serve as needed.

Liz Boyle
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In the afternoon of Friday, Oct. 14, 
2022, the church in Malawi, was 
pleased to welcome two new family 
members to the Body of Christ.

Shadreck Salawila and Matthews 
Simbota were baptized by a local 
elder, Tielmans Chirwa, at Senga Bay 
in Lake Malawi. 

Timothy Beilstein Allie Rochelle

Isaac and Chloe Stein

Joseph Gundasi

Stephan and Jace Miller

Shadreck Salawila and  
Matthews Simbota

The Louisville, Kentucky, congregation 
welcomed a new member with the 
baptism of Timothy David Beilstein, 
son of David and Sherry Beilstein, 
members of the Morgantown, West 
Virginia, congregation. 

Tim was baptized April 12, 2022, 
by Nathan Willoughby, pastor in 
Louisville, with family members 
and close friends in attendance. 
Tim’s grandparents and other family 
members were overjoyed to be able to 
witness the baptism through a Zoom 
call. Following the laying on of hands, 
the group celebrated with a delightful 
dinner together. 

As a fourth-generation Christian, 
Tim is excited to follow God and be 
part of His family.

Carolyn Winner

Alexandra Rochelle was baptized into 
the family of God on Oct. 14, 2022. Her 
baptism took place in the Guadalupe 
River during the Feast of Tabernacles 
in New Braunfels, Texas. 

David Treybig, pastor of the Austin 
and Temple, Texas, congregations, 
performed the baptism, with Ken 
Giese, pastor of the Fort Worth, Texas, 
and Tulsa, Oklahoma, congregations, 
assisting with the laying on of hands. 
Allie’s immediate family and a 
number of friends were in attendance. 

Allie attends the Houston South, 
Texas, congregation and has been in 
the Church her whole life. Through her 
experience as an assistant counselor 
at teen camp, she was able to witness 
how campers grow in their knowledge 
of God. It solidified in her mind how 
special God’s way truly is and how 
amazing His Kingdom will be with 
everyone learning and growing in 
God’s truth. 

Kristen Mazza

Chloe Sanders and Isaac Stein, of 
the Columbus-Cambridge, Ohio, 
congregation, were baptized Dec. 16, 
2022, by Don Henson, pastor of the 
Columbus-Cambridge and Akron-
Canton, Ohio, churches. The baptisms 
took place at the home of Robert 
and Amy Richey just days before the 
couple married.  

Chloe is a third-generation 
member of God’s Church and had 
many family members and close 
friends in attendance, including her 
parents, Adam and Keri Sanders, 
and her grandparents, Wayne and 
Elsie Sanders and Gary and Jane 
McConnaughey.  

Mr. McConnaughey assisted with 
the laying on of hands for both Isaac 
and Chloe. It is very encouraging to 
see their growth and commitment to 
God’s way!

Denise Hadley

During the Feast of Tabernacles 
of 2022, Malawi was blessed with 

On the Sabbath of Sept. 24, 2022, Jace 
and Stephan Miller were baptized 
into the Body of Christ in Sedgwick, 
Arkansas. They were surrounded by 
family and friends, who were there to 
witness the wonderous occasion. 

The double baptism was 
performed by Justin Adkins, pastor 
of the Sedgwick and Little Rock, 
Arkansas, and Memphis, Tennessee, 
congregations. 

Justin Adkins

Ordinations

Elifazi Salawila, the pastor, assisted 
with the laying on of hands. Some of the 
family members attended the ceremony.

Shadreck Salawila, the son of Elifazi 
Salawila, attends the Blantyre, Malawi, 
congregation. Matthews Simbota attends 
the Ntcheu, Malawi, congregation.

Tielmans Chirwa

https://cogwa.org/
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Eddie Travis

Ann Frierson-Parson

Michael Lindenberg

Johnathon Arnold

Kenneth Earles

Eddie L. Travis, age 76, a member 
of the Birmingham, Alabama, 
congregation died Dec. 1, 2022. Eddie 
owned a trucking company, which 
he guided until his death. He was 
one of those people who never met 
a stranger; and whether you were 
a business contact, an employee, 
the bank teller or a waiter at a 
restaurant, you were a friend. He had 
a tremendous sense of humor and 
made everyone laugh.

Eddie’s story is an encouraging one. 
He grew up in the Church, but left at 
age 19. Fifty years later, he returned, 
sinking his roots deeply and being 
baptized. At baptism, he said, “I’m 
home. This is where I should have 
been all along.” He loved listening 
to sermons and fellowshipping. It 
was his practice to hear at least two 
sermons each Sabbath and others 
during the week.

Eddie is survived by his wife 
Katherine (Kitty); a son, Mark; a 
daughter, Tracy; three grandchildren 
and three great-grandchildren; as 
well as three sisters, Carolyn Winner, 
Helen (Don) Morris and Pat Wren.

Carolyn Winner

Ann Frierson-Parson, 81, took her 
last breath on Nov. 8, 2022. She was 
born on Oct. 11, 1941, in Summerton, 
South Carolina. 

Ann received her primary and 
secondary schooling in Summerton 
and graduated valedictorian of the 
class of 1960. 

Ann’s father, James Frierson, used 
to listen to the Radio Church of God. 
Before he died, he told his daughter and 
wife that if they ever found that church 
they should attend it. After his death, 
they both moved to New York and found 
the Church in early 1961. Thereafter, 
they were baptized and committed to 
the truth and the way of God. 

Michael Lindenberg, of the Stockton, 
California, congregation, was 
ordained as an elder on Jan. 21, 2023, 
by pastor David Register and the 
elders of the Northern California 
congregations. Pictured in photo, left 
to right, are Ed Jacobs, Tom Provine, 
David Register, Michael Lindenberg 
and David O’Malley.

Following the ordination, the 
congregation had its annual chili 
cook-off social and bake sale 
fundraiser for Foundation Outreach 
International. 

David Register

On the Sabbath of Dec. 10, 2022, the 
Roanoke, Virginia, and Greensboro, 
North Carolina, congregations joined 
together for a family weekend in 
Chatham, Virginia. Both congregations 
were excited to witness the ordinations 
of Johnathon Arnold as an elder and 
Kenneth Earles as a deacon. 

Both men serve in the Roanoke 
congregation. They were ordained 
by their pastor, Larry Lambert, who 
was assisted by three other ministers 
in attendance that day: Ron Kelley, 
Andrew Tranquada and Tom Burrows. 

Johnathon’s father and grandfather 
also serve as elders in God’s Church. 
Kenny is a longtime member of God’s 
Church and has served tirelessly and 
faithfully for many years. Pictured 
above with pastor Larry Lambert are 
Johnathon and his wife, Chancy, and 
Kenny and his wife, Fran.

Larry Lambert

Obituaries

an ordination of a deacon. Joseph 
Gundasi, who attends Lilongwe 
congregation, was ordained as a 
deacon on Oct. 12, 2022.

Joseph serves the congregation in 
many ways, including song leading, 
presenting sermonettes and dealing 
with youths in the church.

The ordination ceremony was 
conducted by Elifazi Salawila and 
Tielmans Chirwa, assisted by James 
Capo, who was with us during the Feast 
as a guest speaker from United States.

Elifazi Salawila

Ann was stricken with dementia and 
resided in a nursing home for the past 
5½ years. She left such an impression 
on the staff that they often told her 
daughters, “She must have been a very 
religious woman . . . all she talked 
about was God.” When the Sabbath, 
holy days and scriptures were leaving 
her memory, she demonstrated charity 
with plenty of hugs and kisses for the 
staff and residents. 

Ann leaves two brothers, four 
children, nine grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren to mourn.

Kevin Epps
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Jesse Golden

Sue Crothers

John Denis Edmund

Ronald Selzer

Jesse Vance Golden, a member of 
the Fort Worth, Texas, congregation, 
finished his race on Dec. 27, 2022, at 
the age of 54. 

Jesse was born on Feb. 27, 1968, in 
Hutchinson, Kansas, to loving parents 
Ronald and Kathleen Golden. His 
mother was a member of Worldwide 
Church of God, and the family 
attended for many years in San 
Antonio, Texas, where he grew up.

When Jesse  got married, he and his 
wife started attending again with their 
young family, but he was not baptized 
at that time. In 2017, he started 
attending again in Sherman, Texas, 
with his son and daughter-in-law. He 

The Eau Claire, Wisconsin, 
congregation lost longtime member 
Betty “Sue” Crothers on Dec. 14, 2022, 
at the age of 85. Sue lived a full life 
and will be remembered for her ever-
present smile and devotion to God and 
her family. 

Sue was born and raised in Alabama. 
She attended Bibb County High 
School, where she was lead majorette 
for the marching band and involved in 
many activities. 

She met George on the beach, 
married him in November 1955 and 
moved with him to a farmhouse in 
Neillsville, Wisconsin. When George’s 
brother predicted that his southern 
bride wouldn’t last six months in 
Wisconsin, Sue took it as a challenge 
and remained in Wisconsin until her 
death. 

Sue and George began listening to 
the Armstrongs on the radio in the 
1960s. They were both baptized in 
1965 and attended their first Feast that 
year in Big Sandy, Texas, along with 
their first four children. 

Sue dearly loved her husband 
George and their six children, 16 

John Denis Edmund, who was 
affectionately known as Eddie, was 
born on Aug. 29, 1932, and died on 
Nov. 15, 2022, at the age of 90, after an 
intense battle with illness.

He is survived by his five children, 
one stepdaughter, 11 grandchildren, 

Ronald Selzer of the Van Buren, 
Arkansas, congregation died peacefully 
on Nov. 29, 2022, at the age of 83. 

Ronald was baptized in May of 1975 
in Des Moines, Iowa. He met his future 
wife, Sondra, in that congregation, and 
they were married on Nov. 25, 1978. 

In 2001, after retiring, the Selzers 
moved to Mountain Home, Arkansas, 
and attended the Harrison, Arkansas, 
congregation. They were ordained as 
deacon and deaconess in 2011. In 2013, 
due to health considerations, they 
moved to Alma, Arkansas, to be closer 
to family. 

Ronald is survived by his wife, 
Sondra; two children, Tom (Mary) 
Clark of Alma, Arkansas, and Karen 
(Smitty) Smith of Bethalto, Illinois; 
four grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren. 

We look forward to seeing him again 
in the Kingdom!

Tom Clark

14 great-grandchildren, siblings, 
nieces and nephews.

For many years, he was one of 
the five remaining members of the 
Grenadian congregation. He carried 
that responsibility with dignity, faith 
and devotion.

In his profession as a builder, his 
signature is written on many of the 
buildings across Grenada.

Though his health had deteriorated 
greatly, he still gave us an example of 
godly faith and commitment to the 
Eternal God, observing his last Feast 
of Tabernacles in 2022.

A light has gone out in Grenada, but 
Mr. Edmund left a legacy of courage, 
integrity, commitment and faith.

The outpouring of concern, 
evidenced by the many tributes paid 
to him, was a real source of comfort to 
his children. 

Mr. Edmund, like so many of his 
spiritual sisters and brothers in Christ, 
now awaits the seventh trumpet.

His service was officiated by Clyde 
Skeete and Osmonde Douglas.

Osmonde Douglas

was baptized by pastor Andy Burnett 
in March 2021. 

Jesse was an easygoing, loving 
person, who was quick to make others 
feel comfortable and at ease with his 
laugh and warm smile. 

He is survived by parents Ron 
and Kathy Golden, wife of 11 years 
Linda Golden, brother Jamie Golden, 
sister Nikki (Lyle) Erwin, daughter 
Lea (Jason) Simpler, son Jacob (Erica) 
Golden, daughter Jordan Golden, 
and grandson Jaxon Simpler. Jesse 
was also happily expecting two more 
grandchildren this spring.

Erica Golden
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grandchildren and eight great-
grandchildren. After George’s death 
in 2007, Sue loved to share stories of 
him. She always said she had the “best 
family in the world.”

Additionally, she was devoted to her 
Church family and spent years singing 
in the Feast choir, accompanying 
hymns, performing special music 
on the piano, and encouraging other 
members. Sue always made sure that 
the church hall was embellished with 
floral bouquets, which she arranged 
herself. 

Sue’s Church family is eager to see 
her again in the resurrection, free 
from the ailments she endured for the 
last 40 years of her life. 

Liz Boyle

Paul Williams

Lynn Rogers

Ruth Wells

Paul Edmond Williams, of Pinellas 
Park, Florida, age 90, passed away Dec. 
8, 2022. Paul was preceded in death 
by Eva, his wife of 40 years. He is 
survived by his wife Sandra (20 years), 
children, stepchildren, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

Paul was born in Mora, Minnesota. 
He was a U.S. Navy veteran, who upon 
discharge in 1952 started his first 
business, Standard Oil in Minneapolis. 
He then opened Paul Williams Tire 
Company and became one of the 
largest tire vendors in the Midwest.

Paul’s hobbies were gardening 
and hunting, but his great love was 
his calling by God. His parents were 
Church members many years before 
Paul answered his calling in 1989. 
Baptism was a big step, as it meant 
closing his business on the Sabbath. 
But his business continued to be 
blessed, and Paul was never happier. 

After wintering in Florida for many 
years, Paul and Sandi moved to live in 
Florida full-time in 2017. They enjoyed 

Our dear friend and sister in Christ, 
Ruth Branham Wells, who was born 
on April 15, 1934, in Clintwood, 
Virginia, died on Dec. 12, 2022. She 
was a member of the Van Buren, 
Arkansas, congregation.

Ruth was preceded in death 
by her parents, James and Sarah 
Branham, and her son, Peter 
Thompson. Survivors include her 
devoted husband, Gary Wells, 
and her children, Debbie Parsons, 
Helena Ott, Lora Ellison, Kimberly 
Eyers, Marlo Yates, Wendy Wells 
and Connie Gedicke. Ruth had 21 
grandchildren and several great-
grandchildren.

Ruth lived an exemplary life 
and was a light to people she met, 
both in and out of the Church. Her 
generous gifts to the homeless and 
her brethren were always a focus 
in her life. When Ruth ran into one 
formerly homeless person she had 
helped in the past, the lady said she 
had been motivated to turn her life 
around and change for the better, 
becoming a productive, working 
individual—all because of Ruth’s 
example.

Ruth is remembered as one who 
has the inner beauty described in 1 
Peter 3:4:  “the incorruptible beauty 
of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is 
very precious in the sight of God.” 
Ruth truly had that beauty of a 
gentle and quiet spirit.

Ruth is now asleep and at rest 
awaiting her reward.

Aurora Gossett

Cheri Lynn Rogers, a member of the 
Houston North and Huntsville, Texas, 
Church of God congregations, and 
a resident of Willis, Texas, died at 
age 70 on Dec. 25, 2022, at St. Luke’s 
Woodlands Hospital. 

Lynn was born on March 2, 1952, 
in Tipton, Oklahoma, to parents 
Edward and Martha Massey, who 
preceded her in death. She started 
attending the Church of God as a 
child, later becoming a member.

She spent most of her life in Texas, 
graduating from Stephen F. Austin 
State University with a degree in 
education. 

She married Kenneth Rogers on 
Feb. 14, 1981. They had one child, 
Russell Rogers. Lynn delighted in 
being a homemaker, with interests in 
sewing, quilting and scrapbooking. 

She is survived by her husband, 
son, two brothers (Joe and Ric 
Massey), and many nieces and 
nephews. She died with the 
assurance of the resurrection, being 
raised incorruptible to newness of 
life eternal. 

Greg Mann

being members in the St. Petersburg, 
Florida, congregation.

Paul was a kind and generous man 
who will be missed by many.

Mary Burke
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2023 
Each year about this time, an annual ritual begins 

among Church of God families. This yearly ritual 
consists of answering one question: Where will we 
attend the Feast? 

A lot of pressure comes to bear as you address this most 
important question. After all, your choice will have an 
impact on other family members and friends. The Feast of 
Tabernacles is an annual spiritual event, but it requires a 
substantial amount of advance physical planning. 

Last year we set an all-time attendance record for the 
Feast, and we may eclipse that record this year if the 
registration for Cortona, Italy, is any indication. 

Because of the limited housing available in Cortona, 
we felt it necessary to have an early registration. With 
only a two-day window, we had over 900 people register. 
However, the capacity of this site is 350. That means more 
than half were turned down for this year’s Feast in Italy. If 
you were one of those turned away or put on a waiting list, 
do not despair. We have tentative plans to hold the Feast 
again in Cortona in 2024, and those not accepted this year 
will be given priority next year—not guaranteed, but put on 
a priority list.

This year our U.S. and Canadian Feast coordinators 
are planning 14 sites, three of which we didn’t have last 
year—Victoria, British Columbia; Palm Desert, California; 
and Cortona, Italy. (Since the planning and oversight of 
the Italian Feast site will be from the United States, it is 
counted among the 14 U.S. and Canadian sites.) 

Here is the final list for 2023:
• Branson, Missouri.
• Cortona, Italy (managed from the U.S.).
• Fort Myers, Florida (satellite site).
• Greenville, South Carolina.
• Kohala Coast, Hawaii.
• Lancaster, Pennsylvania.
• Mont-Tremblant, Québec.
• New Braunfels, Texas.
• Orange Beach, Alabama.
• Palm Desert, California.
• Park City, Utah.

• Triadelphia, West Virginia (satellite site).
• Victoria, British Columbia.
• Woodbury, Minnesota (satellite site).

By definition, our three satellite sites will have a limited 
number of on-site speakers, which means most services will 
be webcast from another location. Once the local members 
who need to attend a satellite site have made their plans, 
any remaining space can be filled by those who would like 
to attend for family or other reasons. 

In addition to our U.S. and Canadian sites, we anticipate 
a total of more than 30 international locations, stretching 
across the Caribbean and Latin America, and from Europe 
to Africa, India, New Zealand, Fiji and the Philippines. 

Be on the lookout for details about these sites and 
instructions on what to do if you desire to attend one 
of them. All of that information will be made available 
either on our Feast website or on the websites of the 
international areas. 

In the meantime, do your research and get ready. Early 
registration—for those wanting to attend their assigned 
sites—will begin April 9, and registration for those wanting 
to transfer will begin April 23. 

Wherever you decide to attend, I am sure it will be another 
great Feast of Tabernacles for you and your family! OA

WHERE WILL YOU ATTEND  
THE FEAST?

By Jim Franks

https://cogwa.org/
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2023 
SITE DESCRIPTIONS

property with a large lake 
on its north side. There are 
over 30 top restaurants 
at the Gulf Coast Town 
Center, across the main 
boulevard from the 
Holiday Inn. Brethren 
may wish to stay at the 
Holiday Inn, where a buffet 
breakfast comes free with 
your room if you are with 
the Church. It is an easy 
walk to the ballroom for 
daily services.

This area of southwest 
Florida offers many 
attractions. The Edison 
and Ford Winter Estates 
in Fort Myers include the 
Edison Botanic Research 
Laboratory and Museum 
and are open daily for 
tours. The causeway to 
Sanibel and Captiva 
Islands is 30 minutes away, 
as is Fort Myers Beach. 
All three have beautiful 
white-sand beaches, 
and there are plenty of 
seashells to gather on 
Sanibel and Captiva 
Islands. The very popular 
Naples Zoo is 35 minutes 

Fort Myers,
Florida
(Satellite)

The Fort Myers, Florida, 
area has recovered from 
Hurricane Ian, and it will 
once again be the Church’s 
Florida satellite site. 

As a satellite site, Fort 
Myers is intended first to be 
for the Florida brethren who 
cannot afford to travel to 
Feast sites outside of Florida. 
After the first two weeks 
of registration, Fort Myers 
will be open to anyone who 
would like to come to Fort 
Myers. The site will be able 
to accommodate up to 200 
people.

The beauty of the Gulf 
Coast of Florida, the many 
attractions for brethren 
to visit and the excellent 
venue for accommodations 
and services makes this a 
very good choice for 2023.

Services will be held at 
the Holiday Inn Airport 
and Gulf Coast Town 
Center. This is a beautiful 

presenting Queen Esther), 
a zoo and an aquarium. 
There is truly something for 
everyone in Branson.

Housing of all types is 
available—from luxury 
condominiums to first-class 
hotels and smaller motels 
and cabins. Each year it 
has proved to be one of the 
most economical sites in the 
United States.

Services this year will be 
held at the Yakov Smirnoff 
Theatre (with plenty of 
seating), located on the 
north side of Branson. 
Once again, there will be 
several Church of God 
groups keeping the Feast of 
Tabernacles in Branson this 
year, making it an ideal site 
for families with members 
in various fellowships.  

Fragrance-controlled 
room available: Yes.

Lodging tax rate: 7.5 
to 13.8%, depending on 
location.

Closest airport: 
Springfield-Branson (SGF), 
55 miles.

Mike Blackwell

Branson, 
Missouri

Branson, Missouri, will 
once again be our Feast 
of Tabernacles site in the 
Midwest. This will be our 
28th year in Branson, and it 
remains an ideal site. 

The Branson area is 
situated in the midst of the 
rolling hills and hardwood 
forests of the beautiful 
Ozark Mountains. The 
area has several lakes 
and numerous hiking 
trails through pristine 
wilderness areas. The 
nature side of Branson 
allows you to get out into 
the woods or relax on one 
of the beautiful lakes.

Branson is also the 
entertainment mecca of the 
Midwest, featuring over 25 
theaters with live shows, 
five golf courses, loads 
of family attractions and 
several museums, just to 
name a few. It also features 
a Sight and Sound Theatre 
(which at Feast time will be Ph
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Greenville has a beautiful, 
easy-to-access airport for 
those considering flying to 
the Feast. The surrounding 
area also offers a number of 
outdoor activities, allowing 
you to take in the natural 
beauty of this part of the 
country.

We will be keeping the 
Feast at the Embassy Suites 
and Golf Resort, a few 
minutes from downtown. 
Each room is a suite 
(bedroom and separate 
living room) that includes 
a fridge and microwave. 
Also included in the price 
is a full hot breakfast daily, 
as well as free drinks and 
snacks each afternoon. It 
has its own golf course and 
indoor and outdoor pools. 
It also has a large pavilion 
and lawn area where we will 
host additional activities.

We hope you will 
consider joining us in 
Greenville for what we 
anticipate will be an 
outstanding location to 
keep God’s Feast. For 
further information, go to 
visitgreenvillesc.com.

Fragrance-controlled 
room available: Yes.

Lodging tax rate: 12.12%.
Closest airport: 

Greenville (GSP), 10 miles.
Mark Winner

Kohala Coast,
Hawaii

Aloha! We will be returning 
to the Big Island of Hawaii 
this year for the Feast, but 
meeting in a new location. 
Our host resort for 2023 
will be the four-star Hilton 
Waikoloa Village, situated 
about 20 minutes north of 
the city of Kona and the 
international airport. The 
Hilton Waikoloa Village 
is located on the world-
famous Kohala Coast, on 
the west side of the largest 
of the Hawaiian Islands. 

away, and the western 
Everglades National 
Park’s Ten Thousand 
Islands guided boat tour 
is just one hour away. 

During the Feast this 
year, the temperature 
highs in early October 
typically range from the 
upper 80s to lowers 90s.

Fragrance-controlled 
room available: Yes.

Lodging tax rate: 11.5%.
Closest airport: 

Southwest Florida 
International Airport 
(RSW), 5 miles. (Hotel/
airport shuttle is 
complimentary.) 

Jim Haeffele

Greenville,
South Carolina
Located in the northwest 
corner of South Carolina, 
Greenville is set among the 
foothills of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains. Downtown 
Greenville is a historic 
Southern city that has 
come of age once again. 
This thriving dynamic 
place has gracefully 
transitioned from one of 
the Southeast’s best-kept 
secrets to one of its hottest 
destinations. 

It is rapidly becoming 
known as a paradise for 
outdoor lovers. The city 
will surprise you, engage 
you and charm you with 
countless restaurants, shops, 
a waterfall and gorgeous 
scenery, all of which 
can be seen by walking, 
biking or even a Segway 
tour. If you enjoy family 
activities, this is a site you 
will love. Whether you’re 
looking for hiking, Topgolf, 
escape rooms or zip-lining, 
Greenville has it. If you are 
a foodie, boy, are you going 
to be pleasantly surprised. 
It is easy to get around in 
and has plenty of Southern 
hospitality.

The oceanfront Hilton 
Waikoloa Village is on over 
62 acres of lush tropical 
grounds that include a 
private beach and bay, four 
pools, five restaurants, a 
fitness center, a spa, two 
championship golf courses, 
gardens and coastal hiking 
trails. 

Once again, we are 
expecting 300 to 400 in 
attendance on the Big 
Island this year. All of our 
services and meetings, 
and most of our activities, 
will be held at the Hilton 
Waikoloa Village, where 
we have reserved a large 
block of rooms at deeply 
discounted rates.   

There is plenty to do 
and see on the Big Island. 
Of course, sightseeing, 
shopping, fine dining, 
fishing, ocean water sports 
and beaches abound. The 
Volcanoes National Park 
and Hawaii’s world-famous 
stargazing planetarium are 
highlights for visitors. 

Organized activities 
will include a teen pizza 
pool party, a young adult 
activity, a family sailing 
and snorkeling adventure 
on a private charter 
boat, and a best-ball golf 
tournament. 

You will find plenty of 
helpful information and 
pictures on our Facebook 
page: COGWA FOT Kohala 
Coast. We look forward to 
seeing you on the Big Island 
for the Feast this year! 
Aloha!

Fragrance-controlled 
room available: No. 

Lodging tax rate: 17.96%.
Closest airport: Kona 

(KOA), 20 miles.
Dave Register

Lancaster,
Pennsylvania

We’re pleased to be 
returning to Lancaster’s 

top-rated luxury hotel—
Eden Resort & Suites. 
Church services will be 
held in the luxurious 
Crystal Ballroom.

For housing, we’ll have 
standard rooms (two 
queen beds) and a variety 
of suites. All rooms have a 
refrigerator, microwave and 
coffer maker. 

Resort dining includes 
Arthur’s Terrace (casual and 
fine dining), Encore Lounge 
(full range of drinks) and a 
new restaurant set to open in 
the spring of 2023.

Off-site dining includes 
Pennsylvania Dutch 
restaurants, buffets, fine 
dining, bakeries and much 
more. See the Lancaster 
Visitor’s Guide—Where to Eat. 

For group activities, we 
plan to have a Family Day 
activity at the Cherry Crest 
Adventure Farm. Also, a 
block of tickets is reserved 
at the Sight & Sound Theatre 
for the showing of Moses!

Additional nearby family-
friendly attractions are 
the Biblical Tabernacle 
Reproduction, Civil 
War History and the 
Underground Railroad 
in Lancaster, Lancaster 
Central Market (food and 
music), Green Dragon 
farmers’ market (Fridays 
only), Strasburg Rail Road, 
Dutch Wonderland family 
amusement park (ages 
3+). For more details, see 
Discover Lancaster.

An exciting post-Feast 
trip is in the works for 
the Museum of the Bible 
in Washington D.C., on 
Sunday, Oct. 8! Participants 
can make the two-hour 
drive to the museum 
on Sunday or drive to a 
designated hotel (space 
permitting) on Saturday 
night (details forthcoming). 
Nearby sites are the 
Washington Monument, 
U.S. Capitol, Lincoln 
Memorial and more.

https://cogwa.org/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/gspeses-embassy-suites-greenville-golf-resort-and-conference-center/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/gspeses-embassy-suites-greenville-golf-resort-and-conference-center/
https://visitgreenvillesc.com
https://www.facebook.com/cogwafotkohalacoast/
https://www.facebook.com/cogwafotkohalacoast/
https://www.edenresort.com/
https://edenresort.com/dining-drinks-2/
https://www.discoverlancaster.com/where-to-eat/
https://www.discoverlancaster.com/where-to-eat/
https://www.discoverlancaster.com/directory/cherry-crest-adventure-farm/
https://www.discoverlancaster.com/directory/cherry-crest-adventure-farm/
https://www.sight-sound.com/shows/lancaster/moses/2023
https://mennoinfocenter.org/tabernacle/
https://mennoinfocenter.org/tabernacle/
https://www.discoverlancaster.com/blog/our-civil-war-history/
https://www.discoverlancaster.com/blog/our-civil-war-history/
https://www.discoverlancaster.com/blog/our-civil-war-history/
https://www.discoverlancaster.com/blog/our-civil-war-history/
https://centralmarketlancaster.com/
https://centralmarketlancaster.com/
http://www.greendragonmarket.com/
https://www.strasburgrailroad.com/
https://www.dutchwonderland.com/
https://www.discoverlancaster.com
https://www.museumofthebible.org/
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spring-fed pool in Texas—
there are plenty of ways to 
get wet!

For those interested in 
history, there are seven 
museums to visit and the 
historic district of Gruene 
(a district within the 
city of New Braunfels) to 
explore. And for dining, 
there are many restaurants 
nearby where visitors can 
sample German dishes, 
Texas barbecue and 
contemporary fare.  

If you’d like to venture 
beyond the local area, San 
Antonio is just 30 miles 
south on Interstate 35. 
There you can tour the 
historic Alamo, wander 
the River Walk, go up the 
Tower of the Americas, 
visit SeaWorld and enjoy 
Six Flags Fiesta Texas 
theme park.

The average daily high 
temperature in New 
Braunfels in October is 81 
degrees F. and the average 
low temperature is 57 
degrees F. Anticipated 
attendance is 350. 

Fragrance-controlled 
room: Yes.

Lodging tax rate: 13%.
Closest airport: San 

Antonio (SAT), 36 miles.
David Treybig

Orange Beach, 
Alabama

The city of Orange Beach, 
Alabama, will again 
welcome the Church 
of God, a Worldwide 
Association, for the Feast of 
Tabernacles. We will meet 
in the beautiful Orange 
Beach Event Center, located 
in the Wharf District, 
which hosts many fine 
restaurants, shopping and 
lots of outdoor activities for 
the whole family.

With over 800 people 
anticipated, our planned 
activities offer wonderful 

opportunities for 
fellowship. Our senior 
luncheon will be a special 
treat for our members, 
which will be held in the 
Event Center like last year—
providing convenience and 
a fine meal!

We will host teen and 
young adult drop-ins at 
the beginning of the Feast 
to encourage fellowship 
and provide ways to make 
new friends and lasting 
memories. For those who 
enjoy the outdoors, we will 
also have a golf scramble and 
a teen outing on the beach.

Family Day is always a 
highlight of the Feast. With 
several hundred people 
attending, we’ll provide 
carnival games, novelty 
Olympics, a sing-along and a 
host of games and activities, 
all in an afternoon of sun 
and fun!

There are multiple beach 
locations—stretching across 
several miles—that allow 
for parasailing, diving, 
deep-sea fishing, glass-
bottom boat and dolphin 
tours, beach volleyball and 
a host of other Gulf-related 
activities. If your interest 
isn’t beautiful white sand, 
then just minutes from the 
beach are golf, sailing and 
several theme parks for the 
young at heart.

If sand, surf and sun are 
calling you this year, we 
encourage you to join us for 
God’s Feast of Tabernacles 
in beautiful Orange Beach, 
Alabama!

Fragrance-controlled 
room available: No. 

Lodging tax rate: 13%. 
(Be sure to read details 
on each property listed in 
the housing information. 
Some Orange Beach 
accommodations include 
taxes and fees in their rates.)

Closest airport: 
Pensacola, Florida (PNS)  
30 miles.

Phillip Sandilands

Another popular excursion 
is riding the gondola to the 
top of Mont-Tremblant to 
view the fall colors.

We hope you will join us 
this year to keep the Feast 
at Mont-Tremblant! To 
register to attend, please 
follow the standard Feast 
registration process. If 
you have questions or are 
considering spending 
the Feast in Québec this 
year, please contact Daniel 
Harper at daniel.harper@
cogwa.org.

Fragrance-controlled 
room available: Yes.

Lodging tax rate: 18.9%.
Closest airport: 

Montreal-Trudeau 
International Airport (YUL), 
80 miles.

Daniel Harper

New Braunfels, 
Texas

New Braunfels is a small 
town of approximately 
90,000 people located in 
the hill country of Texas, 
just 30 miles northeast of 
downtown San Antonio. Its 
German heritage is evident 
in the city’s history, culture 
and cuisine. According to 
the U.S. Census Bureau, 
New Braunfels was the 
third-fastest-growing city 
in the United States from 
2010-2020. 

Services will be held in 
the New Braunfels Civic/
Convention Center, 375 S. 
Castell Ave., New Braunfels, 
TX 78130. 

Nestled at the 
convergence of two rivers, 
New Braunfels offers many 
recreational opportunities 
that include water. 
Whether it is enjoying 
the famous Schlitterbahn 
Water Park and Resort, 
wakeboarding without a 
boat at the Texas Ski Ranch, 
floating one of the rivers, 
or swimming in the largest 

Fragrance-controlled 
room available: No.

Lodging tax rate: 11%.
Closest airports: 

Harrisburg (HIA), 30 
miles; Philadelphia (PHL), 
65 miles; Lehigh Valley 
(ABE), 68 miles; Baltimore-
Washington (BWI), 85 miles.

Kevin Epps

Mont-Tremblant, 
Québec

We are delighted to return 
to Mont-Tremblant for the 
Feast in 2023. This resort 
village 90 minutes from 
Montréal is home to a host 
of boutiques, restaurants, 
spas and hotels. Its French 
Alps–style buildings are 
linked by pedestrian-
only, cobblestone streets. 
Lake Tremblant provides 
a beautiful reflection of 
fall colors and is home 
to one of the area’s many 
multipurpose trails.

Services will be held 
at the AX Hotel located 
8 miles from the resort 
village. AX Hotel offers 
standard rooms, as well 
as studio suites with 
kitchenettes. Numerous 
off-site housing options 
are available, including 
Microtel by Wyndham, 
Fairmont, Westin, Holiday 
Inn, Residence Inn and 
others.

Services will be in 
English and French, 
alternating each day 
between the two languages, 
with translation available. 
Activities will be available 
for all ages, such as a game 
night, a variety show and 
an FOI service project. We 
hope to provide a family 
atmosphere that you will 
enjoy!

You won’t want to miss 
the excursion to Parc 
Omega, a wildlife park that 
is home to a wide variety 
of Canada’s native species. 

mailto:daniel.harper@cogwa.org
mailto:daniel.harper@cogwa.org
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Palm Desert, 
California

The Southwest Feast site for 
2023 will be located in Palm 
Desert, California.

This year we will be 
meeting at the Embassy 
Suites by Hilton Palm 
Desert. The hotel has given 
us a great rate, which 
includes daily breakfast 
and nightly manager 
specials. Parking for guests 
and attendees is also 
included.

The Embassy Suites offers 
spacious guest rooms, 
outdoor pools and spa, 
tennis courts and courtyard 
oasis. There are numerous 
golf courses surrounding 
the hotel.

Services will be held on-
site in the Embassy Suites 
Ballroom. Those staying at 
the hotel will not only enjoy 
a great two-room suite, but 
also walk to services daily. 
Restaurants and stores 
are also within walking 
distance. 

Palm Desert offers many 
options in entertainment: 
museums, Living Desert 
Zoo and Gardens, botanical 
gardens, hot-air balloon 
rides, horseback riding, 
desert jeep tours, hiking and 
plenty of options for golf. 

For those who love the 
outdoors, Idyllwild is over 
5,400 feet in elevation 
and is only 45 minutes 
away, offering restaurants, 
mountain biking and 
hiking. Joshua Tree 
National Park is also 45 
minutes away.

Palm Desert has an array 
of dining options, with 
a number of fine dining 
steakhouses less than a 
mile away, breweries, and 
restaurants serving Italian, 
Mediterranean, Greek, 
Asian and Mexican cuisine.  

The Embassy Suites, with 
its mountain views and golf 

courses, makes Palm Desert 
an attractive desert oasis 
Feast site. Those staying 
together on-site or nearby 
will enjoy celebrating the 
Feast of Tabernacles as 
family in California this year. 

Fragrance-controlled 
room available: No.

Lodging tax rate: 12%.
Closest airport: Palm 

Springs International 
Airport (PSP), 12 miles; 
Ontario International 
Airport (ONT), 83 miles.

Paul Carter

Park City, 
Utah

Park City will once 
again host the Feast 
of Tabernacles in 2023. 
Located just 35 miles from 
Salt Lake City International 
Airport, it is an easy drive 
to reach the peace of 
Park City. Early October 
typically offers gilded 
mountains and empty blue 
skies that inspire deep 
breathing of clean, crisp 
mountain air. With warm 
days and cool nights, Park 
City offers a beautiful 
millennial setting.

While Park City is world-
famous for skiing, there 
is an abundance of other 
activities available. Outdoor 
adventure includes hiking, 
biking, fly-fishing, hot-air 
ballooning, horseback 
riding and even stand-
up paddleboarding in a 
geothermal crater. For 
those seeking less energetic 
fun, there are museums 
and historic tours, a world-
class theater, a thriving art 
community and outdoor 
concerts. You may also be 
interested in a cooking 
class, food tour or wine-
tasting class. 

With over 150 restaurants 
to fit every budget, there 
are sure to be mouth-
watering dishes to please 

every member of the family.  
There are plenty of 

housing options in Park 
City, from hotels to upscale 
mountain homes. One of the 
benefits of visiting Park City 
is taking advantage of the 
free bus and trolley system 
that makes exploring so 
easy. If you are so inclined, 
you can park your car for 
your whole stay! 

Nestled in the valley 
surrounded by the craggy 
Wasatch Range, Park City 
has an elevation of around 
7,000 feet, which can be 
tolerated by most who are 
not accustomed to higher 
elevations.  

If you want to escape 
the tranquility of the 
mountains for the sparkle 
of the city, Salt Lake 
City has all the big city 
adventures just a quick 
car trip away. There is 
an aquarium, children’s 
museum, amusement park, 
miniature golf, shopping, 
dining and so much more.  

Note: This may become a 
restricted site due to limited 
capacity.

Fragrance-controlled 
room available: Yes.

Lodging tax rate: 13.02%, 
plus a 9.7% reservation fee, 
which is standard.

Closest airport: Salt Lake 
City (SLC), 35 miles.

Mark Whynaucht

Triadelphia,
West Virginia

(Satellite)
Triadelphia, West Virginia, 
will serve as a wonderful 
Feast site for area members 
who cannot travel a great 
distance. The Feast site and 
housing are located in a 
nice area of shopping and 
restaurants known as The 
Highlands. Services will 
be held at The Highlands 
Event Center, with a 

capacity for 100 people. 
The Highlands is just off 

Interstate 70 and is easy 
to get around in. It is near 
Oglebay Park just outside 
of Wheeling, West Virginia. 
Oglebay is a beautifully 
landscaped, 2,000-acre 
public park and wedding 
venue that offers additional 
amenities that any Feast 
attendee is likely to enjoy. 

Church housing will be 
at the Fairfield by Marriott, 
which is connected to The 
Highlands Event Center. 
Each room includes a coffee 
maker, microwave and 
mini-fridge. A full breakfast 
will be offered daily.

Fragrance-controlled 
room available: No.

Lodging tax rate: 12%.
Closest airport: 

Pittsburgh International 
Airport (PIT), 50 miles.

Mark Winner

Victoria,
British 

Columbia 
In 2023 the Feast of 
Tabernacles site for the 
Pacific Northwest will 
return to Victoria, British 
Columbia. 

Once again, services 
will be held at the Mary 
Winspear Centre in nearby 
Sidney, a short 20-minute 
drive from downtown 
Victoria, the provincial 
capital. The center’s seating 
capacity is abundant, so 
there will be plenty of space 
for everyone. For those who 
wish to stay in the town of 
Sidney, there are a number 
of housing establishments 
within four blocks of the 
Mary Winspear Centre.

The climate in Victoria 
in the fall is considered 
cool Mediterranean. That 
means that during the Feast 
you can expect daytime 
highs in the 60s, with lows 

https://cogwa.org/
https://www.hitthehighlands.com/
https://www.hitthehighlands.com/
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ATTENTION THOSE WITH  
FRAGRANCE-SENSITIVITY ISSUES

We are aware that some of our members suffer from 
sensitivities to fragrances. We try to address this 
issue at the Feast sites where we can do so. We cannot 
control all the issues necessary to make an area truly 
fragrance-free, so we cannot guarantee a “fragrance-
free” room. But certain sites are able to provide a 
“fragrance-controlled” room or “fragrance-sensitive” 
area. Those who have fragrance issues will generally find 
this area to be an aid in dealing with their sensitivities.  

Caribbean
Bahamas
Barbados 
Grenada 
Guyana 
Jamaica

Europe &  
Middle East

Eastbourne, East Sussex,  
 England
Montagnac, France
Cortona, Italy

Latin America
Argentina
Bolivia
El Quisco, Chile
Colombia
Guatemala
Veracruz, Mexico
Huanchaco, Peru

Africa
Mugina, Burundi
Man, Côte d’Ivoire
Douala, Cameroon 
Kinshasa, Democratic
 Republic of the Congo
Elmina, Ghana 
Migori, Kenya
Salima, Malawi
Benin City, Nigeria
Giti, Rwanda
Gonubie, South Africa
Uvongo, South Africa
Kpalimé, Togo
Mapoko, Zambia
Gweru, Zimbabwe

Asia/Pacific
Australia
Pacific Harbour, Fiji  
India
Taupo, New Zealand
Sri Lanka 
Bacolod City, Philippines

International Feast Sites

Assigned site 
registration begins

April 9, 2023
feast.cogwa.org

Note: Not all locations in this list are final. Please 
check feast.cogwa.org for up-to-date information 

on international sites.

Woodbury,
Minnesota 

(Satellite)
The satellite site for the 
Wisconsin and Minnesota 
area will again be in 
Woodbury, Minnesota, an 
eastern suburb of St. Paul 
and only 13 miles from the 
Wisconsin border.

“Satellite site” means that 
services will be provided 
via webcast from one of the 
other Feast sites. While we 
will be a small site, there 
will be plenty of good 
fellowship.

The extended-stay hotel 
we’ll be at is a short drive 
from historic downtown 
Stillwater. It offers a free 
shuttle service, Monday 
to Friday, within a 5-mile 
radius. Local attractions 
include Lake Elmo Park 
Reserve, many good 
restaurants and retailers. 
Cub Foods, Whole Foods 
and Trader Joe’s are a short 
distance away. There are 
many attractions in the 
greater Twin Cities area as 
well, including Como Zoo 
and the Mall of America.

A complimentary 
breakfast buffet is provided 
each morning, and each 
room has a kitchen so you 
can prepare your own meals.

The hotel includes a 
business center, free Wi-Fi 
and on-site laundry. Pets 
are allowed. You may also 
enjoy the outdoor fire pit 
and are welcome to utilize 
the patio grill.

Monday to Wednesday 
you are invited to enjoy 
the social hour for 
snacks, drinks and good 
conversation.

Fragrance-controlled 
room available: No.

Lodging tax rate: 7.125%.
Closest airport: 

Minneapolis–St. Paul (MSP), 
20 miles.

Larry Solomon

in the 40s. There is always 
a chance of showers in the 
fall, so bring a rain jacket.

A variety of activities 
are in abundance in the 
Victoria area. We will once 
again have whale-watching 
tours, which were most 
enjoyable the past two 
years we held them. 

Victoria also has a 
number of historic sites. 
Visit world-renowned 
Butchart Gardens, which 
has existed for over 100 
years and is visited by over 
a million people annually. It 
is listed as one of Canada’s 
national historic sites. 

Travel to downtown 
Victoria and enjoy high 
tea at the Empress Hotel. 
While downtown, you 
might want to visit the 
very unique provincial 
Parliament Buildings on 
the inner harbor. Rich 
in history, the buildings 
in the downtown have a 
distinct English flair. 

Victoria is home to a 
variety of unique shops 
and boutiques, in addition 
to plenty of big box stores. 
Americans coming to 
Canada will also enjoy a 
favorable exchange rate. 
The U.S. dollar is currently 
worth $1.34 in Canadian 
dollars.

Of course, no Feast is 
complete without food! And 
Victoria will not disappoint. 
Whether it is an elegant 
steakhouse, a casual English 
pub or ethnic cuisine, 
Victoria has a variety of 
options for all budgets.

If you have never been 
to Victoria, we encourage 
you to spend this Feast 
with your brethren north 
of the border. You won’t be 
disappointed!

Fragrance-controlled 
room available: No.

Lodging tax rate: 13%.
Closest airport: Victoria 

(YYJ), 2 miles.
Jon Pinelli

https://feast.cogwa.org
https://feast.cogwa.org


Introducing a new podcast from Life, Hope & Truth.

The Bible is full of passages that 
can change your life forever. 
Join us as we discuss 
the profound truths and 
encouraging promises of God’s 
inspired Word—verse by verse.

Listen or subscribe today!

Overcasts Amazon
Music

Pocket
Casts

Apple 
Podcasts

Google
Podcasts

Spotify

New episodes are available Monday, Wednesday and Friday in 
your favorite podcast player.

A Podcast

Verse
Verse

https://versebyverse.transistor.fm
https://versebyverse.transistor.fm/?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=242070759&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8bYRtOnYFLZO4KP5UfOlqd3_EXpq7kMxJ3LkKR4rqdPBp_m4tieXxCBNSxrQSdCMp3tmENsl4XiziF9-Hvs35LnHnyoA&utm_content=242070759&utm_source=hs_email

