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HHaving observed the Feast of Tabernacles for 
more than 60 years, I can assure you that “Feast 
fever” is a real thing! It is different as you grow 
older, but it is still real. Though in a different 
way, I am as excited today for the 2022 Feast of 
Tabernacles as I was for the first Feast my family 
and I actually attended in Big Sandy in 1963. 
After almost 10 years of keeping the Feast by 
ourselves at home, it was truly exciting to be 
with others.

In 1963 my parents, sister and I camped in 
a small tent in the piney woods of East Texas, 
along with 8,000 others. As farmers from 
Arkansas, we had never really camped prior to 
that Feast. We purchased our Coleman stove, 
our Coleman lantern, our Coleman cooler and 
our Coleman tent two weeks before the Feast. 
We weren’t experienced campers, but we had a 
wonderful time!

This year in the United States and Canada we 
are planning 13 sites, three of which are sites we 
didn’t have last year—Greenville, South Carolina; 
Park City, Utah; and Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. We 
are also hopeful that after more than two years of 
delay, Loutraki, Greece, will be a reality this year. 
Since the planning and oversight of this location 
will be from the United States, it is counted 
among the 13 U.S. and Canadian sites. Here is the 
final list for 2022:
• Branson, Missouri.
• Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.
• Fort Myers, Florida (satellite site).
• Greenville, South Carolina.
• Kohala Coast, on the Big Island of Hawaii.
• Lancaster, Pennsylvania.
• Loutraki, Greece (managed from the U.S.).
• Mont-Sainte-Anne, Québec.
• New Braunfels, Texas.

• Orange Beach, Alabama.
• Park City, Utah.
• Tucson, Arizona.
• Woodbury, Minnesota (satellite site).

By definition, our two satellite sites will have a 
limited number of on-site speakers, which means 
that most services will be webcast from another 
location. Once the local members who might need 
to attend the satellite sites have made their plans, 
any remaining space can be filled by others who 
would like to attend for family or other reasons. 

In addition to our U.S. sites, we anticipate a 
total of more than 30 international locations. Be 
on the lookout for these sites and instructions on 
what to do if you desire to attend one of them. All 
of that information will be made available either 
on our COGWA website or on the websites of the 
international areas.

The command to rejoice at the Feast is the same 
today as it was many years ago when my family 
and I camped for the first time in East Texas. And 
it is the same as what was given to ancient Israel 
in Deuteronomy 14:22-26 more than 3,500 years 
ago! It is time to begin our preparations for the 
Feast, and before you know it, we will be heading 
for the Feast to rejoice with our families!

Jim Franks
President
Church of God, a Worldwide Association

personal from the president
Rejoice at the 2022 Feast of Tabernacles

https://cogwa.org/
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A few weeks ago Ralph Levy related in a sermon 
a very moving story I had never heard about a 
submarine disaster in December 1927 off the 

Massachusetts coast. 
The USS S-4 was making a routine test run when, 

upon surfacing, it was accidentally rammed by a Coast 
Guard destroyer unaware of its presence. The vessel 
sank within five minutes with no immediate evidence 
of survivors. Severe weather impeded rescue efforts for 
24 hours, but to everyone’s surprise, when divers finally 
reached the hull, they heard tapping noises coming from 
within the sub. Communicating through Morse code, 
they learned six seamen were still alive, trapped in the 
forward torpedo room. 

Frantic endeavors ensued to rescue them, but again, 
weather was the enemy, stymieing all of their efforts. 
Eventually, knowing the last of the available oxygen was 
soon going to be exhausted, the trapped men tapped out 
a haunting question to the divers on the other side of the 
hull: “Is there any hope?” 

Captain Ernest King, one of the leaders of the rescue 
mission, sent the reply, “There is hope. Everything possible 
is being done.”

But the hope of Lt. Graham Fitch; Torpedoman’s Mates 
Russell Crabb, Roger Short and Frank Snizek; and Seamen 
George Pelnar and Joseph Stevens now lies in the resurrection 
God has promised. The heroic attempts to save them fell 
short. In all, 40 sailors lost their lives in this tragedy.

Hope for a sinking world?
Do you ever feel like you’re living trapped in a sinking ship? 

As Dr. Levy said in his sermon, “In times like this, it feels 
impossible to maintain any sense of hopefulness or optimism 
about the future. Not only is it a challenge to imagine any 
future in a world where things are constantly changing, but 

it’s especially tough to think—let alone expect—a future in 
which things are actually somewhat positive.”

Yet even in those circumstances, our Captain—“the captain 
of [our] salvation” (Hebrews 2:10)— taps back to us, “There 
is hope!” We realize our rescue does not depend on human 
efforts, and for that, we continually thank God! It’s human 
effort that has sunk humanity’s ship in the first place!

But when God says, “Everything possible is being done,” 
we know that what is impossible with man is no problem 
for God. His will, His work and His plan are being done, all 
according to His timing.

Life, hope and truth
A few months ago, an advertising agent asked me, “What 
is the unique message of your Church that you want to 
convey?” My mind immediately went to the three words 
that describe our gospel proclamation efforts: life, hope and 
truth. Those three words provided all the answers!

I explained to him, “We want to explain the reason and 
purpose for life itself—why are we here? So many have lost 
any sense of meaning for life, any sense of destiny, so we 
want to explain what this life is all about. 

“So many have also lost hope, which is tied directly  
to understanding what life is all about. We want to lift 
people’s eyes to a brighter future, one that God will provide.

“And all that comes from knowing the truth of God. 
Humanity, even religion, has lost that too. So much of what 
God’s Word says has been skewed to the point that it isn’t 
recognizable anymore. We want to convey the purity of 
truth that is in the Bible and show how that truly is the 
path out of the troubles we’re facing.”

He said nice things about what he heard, but I really 
think he was just trying to land an account, so I don’t know 
if his interest was genuine. But God’s message of life, hope 
and truth is genuine, regardless of what humans think. 

“IS THERE HOPE?”
Six men trapped in a submarine remind us of this world’s great need for hope! As we keep God’s feasts and 

holy days, we remember God’s rescue operation for humanity—the hope of the gospel.

By Clyde Kilough
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that peace will someday see the light of day. Those six 
men were symbolic of the world around us. Trapped in 
a sunken tomb, they were gasping not only for air, but 
for hope.

Air holds the oxygen for our bodies, but hope is the 
oxygen of the spirit!

Their names may mean little to us, but not to God. 
They were His children, He knew and loved them, and 
He is going to release them from the trap of death. 
They died without seeing their hope of rescue, but 
God has something far better in mind for their future. 

God’s people have been offering such hope since the 
times of the prophets. Isaiah declared, “O Zion, you who 
bring good tidings”—basar in Hebrew, the equivalent 
of the Greek euaggelion, which is translated good news 
or gospel—“get up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, 
you who bring good tidings, lift up your voice with 
strength, lift it up, be not afraid; say to the cities of 
Judah, ‘Behold your God!’” (Isaiah 40:9).

“There is hope!” Those are three of the most powerful 
words one can hear. They truly are good tidings! OA

And if not now, someday that gentleman and all others will 
truly understand.

Hope is the oxygen of life!
It’s that message that we carry in our hearts and to others 
as we have opportunity. Paul urged the Church to not be 
“moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, 
which was preached to every creature under heaven” 
(Colossians 1:23). This is one of the many verses we used 
when coming up with our website name, LifeHopeandTruth.
com, and we know its value from firsthand experience. We 
were trapped in sin, but through God’s calling, He tapped 
out to us a message of a gospel of hope. That message 
changed everything in our outlook. It gave us new hope for 
life and a future we had never imagined! 

When we keep the Passover every year, we are 
reminded how God has rescued us. As we keep all of 
God’s feasts and holy days, we remember His rescue 
operation for all humanity.

The world needs the same hope! It needs to know that 
tomorrow will be better, that suffering will see an end, 
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The USS S-4 is towed to the Boston Navy Yard after being salvaged, 1928.

SHARPENING IRON

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston_Navy_Yard
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Cecil Maranville retired Jan. 8, 2021, after serving 
in the ministry over the last five decades, his 
career bookended with service in the Church’s 
Personal Correspondence Department.

The “beginning” was when Mr. Maranville was at 
Ambassador College (1968-1971). He served in the 
Personal Correspondence Department (PCD) primarily as 
a proofreader. 

He recalls, “The information that came across my desk 
was a gold mine. Wanting to capture it, I compiled a 
personal reference file on 3-by-5 cards of facts I gleaned 
from the letters I proofread. This was very helpful when I 
began working as a PCD writer in 1971.”

He continued on staff as a writer for the next two years 
and wrote somewhere around 4,000 letters—all drafted on 
a portable typewriter!

Change of pace
1973 was a time of tremendous growth in the Canadian 
work, and it was that year Mr. Maranville began serving 
as a ministerial assistant in Sudbury and Sault Ste. 
Marie, Ontario. From 1976 to 1989, he served—at various 
times—congregations in Lethbridge, Alberta; Sweet Grass, 
Montana; Montreal and Magog, Quebec; Winnipeg and 
Winkler, Manitoba; Williams, Minnesota; and Thunder 
Bay, Ontario.  

Back to the U.S.
In 1989 Mr. Maranville was transferred to Phoenix 
(North), Arizona, where he pastored until 1994 when, 
due to health issues, he was retired from the full-time 
ministry. He continued to serve in the local congregation 
and, from home, as a volunteer on the Personal 
Correspondence team. At that time, “working from home” 
meant using a fax machine.

Full-time again
In 1999 Mr. Maranville was rehired to serve full-
time in PCD and Ministerial Services. Due to health 

considerations, he worked from home until 2021. “Working 
from home” was much easier in the computer age!

During that time, he and his wife, Gale, moved several 
times and served in congregations in Phoenix, Arizona; 
Hickory, North Carolina; and Sherman, Texas.  

Mrs. Maranville has shared in what they call his “office-
based ministry” over the years. She has also been able 
to serve more directly in the congregations where they 
attend, working with service and social opportunities.  

Favorite moments
When asked about what he enjoyed most about serving 
God’s people, Mr. Maranville gave several examples. One 
was during his time in Canada, when he served members 
who had immigrated from Barbados, Jamaica, Egypt, 
Ghana, Germany, Poland, the Netherlands, Italy, Greece, 
Lebanon, Great Britain, South Africa, Australia—and many 
more regions! “I met people who had fled persecution; 
people who had suffered under communism and Nazism; 
people who survived the bombing of London in WWII; 
farmers and ranchers who endured the great drought of 
the 1930s (known as the ‘Dust Bowl’ in the U.S.). Their 
experiences gave them humility, strength and courage 
that carried over into their Christian walk.”

He also spoke fondly of answering letters for the Church. 
“I looked on my ministry in the Personal Correspondence 
Department as being part of a team of ‘first responders’ 
to the Church’s message. It has been very rewarding. 

Reflections
Journeys

a Lifetime of Ministry

and

Cecil and Gale 
Maranville

https://cogwa.org/
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1968-1971 Attended Ambassador College and   
 worked in Personal Correspondence
1971-1973 Full-time writer for Personal   
 Correspondence
1973-1974 Ministerial assistant for Sudbury and  
 Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario
1974-1979 Pastored Lethbridge, Alberta
1976-1978 Pastored Sweet Grass, Montana
1979-1986 Pastored Montreal (English) and Magog,  
 Québec
1986-1989 Pastored Winnipeg and Winkler,   
 Manitoba; Williams, Minnesota; and  
 Thunder Bay, Ontario
1989-1994 Pastored Phoenix (North), Arizona
1994-1999 Temporary retirement with volunteer  
 work in Personal Correspondence
1999-2021 Full-time Personal Correspondence and  
 Ministerial Services

The following are the positions of service held by 
Mr. Maranville between 1968 and 2021:

On the Road Again

And it has been encouraging to meet people in various 
congregations over the years who would tell me that I was 
among their first contacts with God’s Church.”

Inspiring experiences
Mr. Maranville has had a number of inspiring experiences 
during his ministry. He recalled the story of an elderly 
lady who spoke only German. “Someone had written to the 
Church on her behalf to ask for a minister to visit. With 
the help of a deacon who translated for me, I got to know 
her. It became clear that she had believed and that she had 
been living God’s way of life faithfully on her own for many 
years. Once her attitude, commitment and understanding 
became evident, we baptized her. She remained faithful for 
the rest of her life.”

He has also seen a number of healings, but the most 
personally moving was of one of his sons. “When he 

was about 18 months old, he had a relapse from 
whooping cough. He choked, aspirated phlegm and lost 
consciousness. EMTs could not revive him and rushed 
him by ambulance to the hospital. When I got to the 
emergency room, a few nurses were standing together 
talking in low voices. I heard one say, ‘Why isn’t he 
breathing?’ He hadn’t completely stopped breathing, but 
he was white as a sheet; his chest rose and fell with quick 
movements, as he gasped for air. I quickly anointed him 
and in moments, he fully revived and hopped off of the 
bed. I will never forget it.”

Impact on family
Mr. Maranville believes his children benefited by being 
a part of a ministerial family. “Not only did they have 
the opportunity to travel throughout that very beautiful 
country [Canada], they had friends and mentors from a 
truly cosmopolitan church family. They gained perspective 
and knowledge that one can’t learn simply from school. 
The children have maintained some of those friendships 
both in person and through social media to this day.”

Encouragement and inspiration
Summing up, Mr. Maranville said, “We have known many 
remarkable Christians—remarkable for their dedication, 
their humility and their service through the trials of 
life. Their example challenged and inspired us. Their 
friendship encouraged us. The fact that God can and does 
work through a kaleidoscope of personalities continues to 
inspire us.” OA



8 One Accord cogwa.org

“Courage Under Fire”
COGWA Youth Camps 2022 
“Courage Under Fire”

Each year, after the Feast of Tabernacles, the COGWA 
Youth Camps (CYC) team gets together to prepare 
for the next year. One of the things we think about 
leading up to these meetings, and then finalize at the 

meetings, is the camp theme for the next year.
The camp theme is a very important part of camp. It sets 

the tone for the education that’s given in Compass Checks 
and Christian Living classes. But it is also talked about and 
used as a tool in many of our activities.

As you can see by the title, this year’s theme is “Courage 
Under Fire.” You might have ideas or pictures in your mind 
of what might be addressed, but let me give you a little 
insight as to why we chose this particular theme.

Our youth face challenges
In 1 Peter 4:12-13 we’re told, “Beloved, do not think it 
strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as 
though some strange thing happened to you; but rejoice 
to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that 
when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with 
exceeding joy.”

Each year we ask campers and young adult staff about 
the struggles and challenges they face. Our camp themes 
have focused on some very important issues that they’ve 
mentioned, and this year is no different.

We have had two difficult years battling a pandemic 
and dealing with all of the protocols that have gone with 
it. But our young people face things that may be even 
more dangerous!

Under fire
Our young people are bombarded by challenges related to 
gender confusion, bisexual and homosexual relationships, 
an educational system that is changing and teaching “new” 
information. They face bullying from their peers over 
religion, values, the Sabbath and the holy days. They feel 
pressure to keep pagan festivals and participate in a system 
that is far removed from God’s way of life.

When our young people deal with these challenges, 
they are metaphorically facing a fire. God tells us that we 
contend with a real enemy and are in a spiritual battle 
that requires us to take “the shield of faith with which you 
will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked” 
(Ephesians 6:16).

In the past, men of God like Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abed-Nego faced literal fire, but the challenges our youth 
face today are just as real!  

In discussing the foundation that is laid in our lives, we 
are told in 1 Corinthians 3:11-13 that we will all be tested. 
How we react and what we do when we face these fiery 
trials will reveal where we stand.

Fortunately, God has given us spiritual armor, special 
help and His mercy to get through the things we face. We 
already saw that the shield of faith will protect us from 
Satan’s attacks, but even then our faith will be tested—
and hopefully be found to “praise, honor, and glory”  
(1 Peter 1:7). 

Where courage comes in
God reassures us that He is with us. Like the biblical heroes 
who faced difficult challenges, we, too, can face the trials of 
life with courage!  

God told Joshua, “Be strong and of good courage.” A 
number of the Psalms tell us the same thing: “Be of good 
courage.”

It takes courage to stand up to wrong peer pressure. It 
takes courage to stand firm in God’s way of life. It takes 
courage to keep God’s Sabbath holy and to obey the 10 
Commandments.  

We develop courage by having a relationship with God.
But we also gain courage from our relationships 

with those that we stand with—our friendships with 
those God has called and is working with. We can have 
encouragement, strength, comfort and courage by being 
with God’s people.

That brings us back to this year’s theme!
“Courage Under Fire” is a topic that will strengthen and 

encourage our campers as they face the many challenges of 
2022 and beyond.

We look forward to seeing our teens and young adult 
staff at camp! OA

By Paul Carter

https://cogwa.org/
verseid:60.4.12
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T he shore of Lake Malawi at Senga Bay in the 
township of Salima was the venue for this year’s 
youth camp activities in Malawi. Activities 
started on Sunday, Dec. 5, and continued to 

Wednesday, Dec. 8, 2021.  
We were 47 campers in total—13 girls, 20 boys and 14 

staff members and counselors.
This year’s theme was “A Heart of a Godly Servant.” The 

youths had Bible studies on why and how to have a vision 
and desire to be in God’s Kingdom. And they had some 
lessons in leadership and public speaking.

The interesting thing is that some of the youths, on their 
own, did research on human character and on some of the 
world’s religious faiths. This represents a rare opportunity 
we have in the Church, as most of the youths in the 
country spend their time on TV, social media and sports. 
The reading culture that the country used to have seems to 
be a thing of the past.

The afternoon hours were full of sports activities in the 
lake and on the beach. We all enjoyed delicious meals that 
enabled the camp activities to be more instructive and 
entertaining.

In summary, this year’s youth camp was the best ever, 
in that there were more improvements in the youths’ 
output than in previous years. We now see the need for 
the Malawi congregation to have its own church building, 
where we could have the facilities and capabilities to help 
our youths continue to grow and be educated spiritually. 
The youths are the nursery for God’s Church and the work 
of tomorrow.

We are very thankful for headquarters’ assistance, which 
enabled us to have this youth camp activity. OA

Youth  
Camp

in  
Malawi

By Tielmans Chirwa



10 One Accord cogwa.org

On Friday, Dec. 24, brethren arrived in Louisville, 
Kentucky, for the 2021 Winter Family Weekend. 
After a one-year hiatus, members from across 
the United States and Canada rejoiced in the 

opportunity to fellowship, laugh and strengthen the 
spiritual bonds that unite the Church family. 

This year’s theme—“Armor Up!”—focused attention on 
the armor of God described in Ephesians 6. Attendees  
were encouraged to armor up to stand against the wiles  
of the devil. 

General and teen studies, oriented to the WFW theme, 
opened the extended weekend on Friday evening. Sabbath 
seminars for adults and teens, along with Sabbath school 
for the younger crowd, emphasized the need to put on 
the whole armor of God. Services, which included the 
traditional extended special music as well as the sermon by 
Britt Taylor, were webcast to members around the world. 

On Saturday evening, attendees enjoyed a family variety 
show. Individuals and groups shared their musical abilities 
and provided comedic skits. In a WFW first, members 
teamed up for a multiday scavenger hunt that sent 

participants around the Galt House Hotel and neighboring 
streets in a challenging, but fun, quest. 

On Sunday, various sports activities kicked off. Volleyball 
and pickleball clinics were available for those who wanted 
to learn about the sports. Competitive H-O-R-S-E, a three-
point tournament, and organized preteen games and 
activities kept everyone engaged each day. Volleyball and 
pickleball tournaments rounded out the weekend. 

Several new events were introduced in 2021. These 
included a popular axe-throwing outing, a Louisville 
Taste Tour, ice skating, and a progressive dinner featuring 
several of Louisville’s outstanding eateries. A spectacular 
art show highlighted a variety of artistic and creative 

Brethren Armor Up! 
at 2021 WFW

By Jason Hyde
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talents. Several attendees commented favorably on the new 
additions to the WFW tradition.

Many popular activities returned once again. 
Continuing Education seminars were conducted each 
day—providing attendees the opportunity to reinforce 
the “Armor Up!” theme. The Family Fun Fair—a perennial 
kid (both young and old) favorite—filled the Grand 
Ballroom with laughter and delight. On Sunday, many 
participants enjoyed bowling, arcade games, laser tag, 
gravity ropes and billiards. Once again, the Children’s 

Clothing Exchange and the EEI “Make It, Take It, Teach 
It!” workshop were well attended and provided wonderful 
resources for parents. 

Each evening, attendees enjoyed multiple events. Bingo, 
table games, cornhole and karaoke were available most 
evenings. The traditional free pizza dinner was enhanced 
by live music presented by two enjoyable and talented 
bands. A jam session featuring a variety of talent helped 
wrap up the weekend on Tuesday. These activities provided 
ample opportunity for fellowship, fun and friendly 
competition. 

We offer thanks to Nathan and Amanda Willoughby and 
the many volunteers who served at the WFW. Attendees left 
the 2021 WFW armored up and excited about God’s way of 
life and the next opportunity to fellowship.

The 2022 WFW is scheduled for Dec. 23-27 in Louisville. 
We hope to see you there! OAPh
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Church          Potluck
What’s cooking in your congregation?

AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND, 
CHURCH PICNIC

On Sunday, Feb. 6, members of the Auckland, New 
Zealand, church met at a local coastal reserve for a 
picnic. On arrival, there was a drizzle, but we had 
reserved a canopy or tented covering, replete with 
tables, chairs and a gas-powered barbecue. Fortunately, 
after a while the drizzle stopped and the barbecue was 
activated and surrounded by a number of eager brethren 
preparing our lunch. 

The initial sprinkling of rain did not deter the children 
from investigating the surrounding wood, swimming 
and participating in various games. Some seemed to have 
a proclivity to fall in the mud, but with the help of their 
parents, the seawater nearby proved to be a wonderful 
cleaning agent!

Fellowshipping was especially evident in the relaxed 
environment. And the variety of foods from various 
countries was a special treat. We appreciated the fact that 
some members traveled from outlying regions in order to 
be with their fellow brethren.

As always, we appreciate those who organized the 
event and put forth the extra effort to make the day so 
enjoyable and uplifting. 

Elize van Belkum

FORT WORTH YOUNG 
ADULTS’ DINNER AND 
SCAVENGER HUNT

After church on Dec. 4, 2021,  young adults in the 
Fort Worth, Texas, congregation ate dinner together 
at Prima’s Italian restaurant and then went on a 
scavenger hunt through downtown Fort Worth.  

Four groups participated, and everyone had fun 
trying to figure out the clues and take unusual 
pictures of the “found” items. These were judged 
later in the evening and awarded points for 
originality, style and finding the actual location.  

Back at the church hall at the end of the evening, 
there was a lot  of laughter as everyone looked at 
each group’s photos while they were being judged. 
The winners received Starbucks gift cards.

Lori West

https://cogwa.org/
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HOUSTON NORTH ENJOYS POST-FEAST SOCIAL 

CELEBRATING  
GOD’S BLESSINGS

On the Sabbath of Feb. 5, the Portland, Oregon, 
congregation celebrated a very special occasion—the 
blessing of becoming the owner of our own church 
building in Portland. 

The Portland congregation began meeting in this 
building for services as a tenant 7½ years ago. The previous 
owners transferred ownership of the building to the 
Church of God, a Worldwide Association, the final week of 
2021. In giving the property, they cited our example and 
the fact that we as an organization are proclaiming the 
gospel message.  

In addition to the Portland members, most members of 
the Eugene congregation were also present for this special 
Sabbath service. The other Northwest congregations in 
Seattle and Spokane, Washington, were able to join us via 
webcast. 

Visiting pastor Mark Winner and his wife, Colleen, 
joined us for this special celebration, and Mr. Winner gave 
the sermon. Following services, the congregation enjoyed a 
wonderful meal, celebrating and toasting God’s wonderful 
blessing in giving this building to the Church.

Jon Pinelli

Saturday evening, Oct. 30, 2021, brought fun and frivolity 
as a packed crowd stayed after services to participate in the 
Houston North, Texas, congregation’s annual post-Feast 
social. Those who attended enjoyed a catered Italian meal 
of lasagna, bread and salad, along with iced tea and an 
assortment of desserts. 

We also hosted a Feast photo contest. A prize was given to 
the winner of each of the following categories: landscape/
nature, cityscape/architecture, sunrise/sunset, animal, 
group shot, plate of food, night scene, and witty/humorous.

We had 225 at church that day; about 160 stayed and 
took part in the meal and then either played bingo or 

simply fellowshipped. Kitra Ruiz earned first prize in the 
bingo contest.

Rhonda Waddle, who coordinates the annual “Bring 
Home the Feast Fundraiser” to support the FOI Scholarship 
Program, reported raising $2,000 for the night.

It was our first social since COVID started, and we were 
happy to be able to hold these special events again. We also 
want to thank those who planned and served at the social: 
Beth Rule (overall event coordinator), Rhonda Waddle (FOI 
auction coordinator), Glenn Curtis (head count) and Ivor 
Mitchell (photographer), to name just a few!

Peter Gabriel
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WICHITA HONORS  
LONGTIME MEMBER

During Sabbath services on Jan. 8, the Wichita, Kansas, 
congregation was pleased to honor longtime member 
Arlene Henderson with a plaque commemorating her 50 
years in the faith. 

Arlene had first learned about the Bible Correspondence 
Course from her sister and found the lessons about the 
book of Revelation most interesting. For about a year, 
she studied and prayed on her own as best she could, not 
knowing there was a local church nearby. 

During that time, Arlene spent the Sabbath and holy 
days with her nose in the Bible while, she noted, “the 
house slowly deteriorated from children playing, leaving 
the house a mess.” This happened so frequently that on 
one non-Sabbath day, returning home to a mess, her 
husband quipped, “It must be the Sabbath!” They both had 
a good laugh. 

Arlene was baptized by Bill Winner in November 
1971. Her husband, Gerald, had been involved in church 
activities for so many years, his baptism in January 1992 
surprised everyone. He died in the faith in November 1995.  

Arlene was ordained a deaconess Sept. 18, 2001. With 
her daughter Diane and son-in-law Howard Martin (also 
baptized members) living close by, she feels truly blessed.

Lynda Wasser

FORT WORTH HOLDS 
SOCIAL AND BAKE SALE

After a long drought from church socials, 
members of the Fort Worth, Texas, congregation 
were thrilled to enjoy a Chipotle-style dinner and 
bake sale together after services on the Sabbath 
of Dec. 18, 2021. 

The members all chowed down on bowls of 
rice, tender chicken or beef, grilled veggies and 
all the fixings. Our new round tables made all the 
difference in our ability to easily visit with more 
people at a time as we ate dinner. 

Once the sun set, all of them made their way to 
the bake sale table to purchase and share some 
homemade goodies—from chocolate pie and 
cookies to gluten-free carrot cake. Handmade 
cards donated by several of our ladies were also 
available for purchase. All of the proceeds from 
the bake sale and cards will be used to fund our 
local FOI scholarship fund and help subsidize 
our local senior activities. The brethren were all 
grateful to enjoy good food and fellowship while 
supporting a good cause.

Chantelle West

https://cogwa.org/
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Caitriona Dail Hess

Kylar Meyer

Jordan Khembo

Miriam Sinon

Elizabeth Ruth Travers

Jeremy and Melody Hess, of the  
Cincinnati-Dayton, Ohio, congregation, 
are pleased to share the arrival of their 
third child, Caitriona Dail, born Aug. 
26, 2021, at 12:01 a.m. 

Cait weighed 7 pounds on the dot 
and was 20.5 inches long at birth. She 
is welcomed by not only her parents, 
but also big sister Calise and big 
brother Liam, both of whom are very 
affectionate and truly enjoy their 
baby sister.

Jennifer Foster

Kylar Meyer was baptized Jan. 9, 
2022, at his home with his family 
in attendance. Kylar just completed 
all requirements for his bachelor of 
science degree in biological sciences 
with a concentration on zoology. He 
will receive his diploma in May.

Phil Sandilands

On Dec. 5, 2021, at the Buffalo, New 
York, church hall, Jordan Khembo was 
baptized into the Body of Jesus Christ. 
Family members, including Jordan’s 
parents from New York City, along 
with a few members of the Buffalo 
congregation were able to be present 
for this great occasion.  

Chad Messerly

On the evening of Dec. 25, 2021, 
Miriam Sinon, a student at the 
University of Central Florida, became 
a fourth-generation baptized member 
of the Body of Christ when she was 
baptized during the 2021 Winter 
Family Weekend in Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

Chad Messerly, pastor of the Buffalo 
and Central New York congregations, 
performed the ceremony while 
Miriam’s father, Chuck Sinon, an elder 
serving the St. Petersburg, Florida, 
congregation, assisted in the blessing 
and laying on of hands. 

Miriam’s parents, brothers and 
sisters-in-law, plus an aunt, uncle 
and cousin and Mr. Messerly’s 
family attended the occasion. There 
were many hugs—and a few joyful 
tears—realizing that not only was the 
physical family rejoicing but also, and 

Joshua and Tori Travers of the 
Athens, Ohio–Parkersburg, West 
Virginia, congregation are pleased to 
announce the birth of their firstborn, 
Elizabeth Ruth Travers, on Dec. 24, 
2021. Elizabeth weighed 7 pounds 
and 9.6 ounces and was 20 inches 
long. God has blessed them with a 
healthy, beautiful baby who is already 
wrapping everyone she meets around 
her little finger!

Joshua Travers

Births

Baptisms

most importantly, there was spiritual 
rejoicing in heaven.

Charles Haughee

We encourage members to send 
announcements to be featured in 
One Accord. We feature events in 
members’ lives, including baptisms, 
births, engagements, weddings, 
significant anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 
60, etc.), and obituaries. Typically 
they run between 50 and 100 
words; however, we ask that all 
submissions stay under  
250 words. Please submit a high-
resolution color photo along 
with the written copy to your 
congregation’s reporter.
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Tom and Justine Joy Kosharek

Rose and Steve Grimm

Clifford and Glenna Mongler

Natasha and Seth Mongbeh

Othniel and Elva Lindsay

On Jan. 15, 2022, Tom and Justine Joy 
Kosharek marked their golden wedding 
anniversary. Their somewhat unusual 
courtship began when they were both 
teenagers. They met while Joy was 
working at a restaurant managed by 
Tom’s mother. Recalling their first date, 
Tom remembers riding his 10-speed 
bicycle “about 20 miles” to her house. 
They continued on that date with Joy 
driving her 1962 Studebaker Lark. 

They married about three years 
later in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Tom 
had enlisted in the U.S. Air Force, 
and while he was on leave between 
assignments, they decided to get 
married. On their wedding day the 
temperature was 22 degrees below 
zero with a brisk wind. They relocated 
to sunny Florida in 1978.

On Jan. 15, 2022, the Morgantown, 
West Virginia, congregation held a 
special celebration to honor Steve 
and Rose Grimm’s 50th wedding 
anniversary. It was a joy to see how 
shocked they were when they realized 
the announcement was about them. 

The Grimms were married on Sept. 
18, 1971, in Uniontown, Pennsylvania. 
They have three children and four 
grandchildren. 

The Grimms are longtime members, 
who started attending church in 1969 
and were baptized on Sept. 26, 1970. 

Everyone enjoyed sharing cake, ice 
cream and belated congratulations.

Jeana Beilstein

On Dec. 18, 2021, the Columbia, 
Missouri, congregation celebrated 
the 60th anniversary of longtime 
members, Clifford and Glenna 
Mongler. Gifts and pictures by the 
cake, which they accepted with their 
perpetual good humor, were followed 

Sunday, Sept. 5, 2021, was a beautiful 
day in Marietta, Georgia. It began by 
uniting two families with the marriage 
of Seth Mongbeh to Natasha Allwine 
in a breathtaking setting filled with 
roses, traditions, laughter and tears. 
Family and friends, including those 
who streamed it live, witnessed 
the ceremony, performed by Mark 
Winner, pastor of the Atlanta, Georgia, 
congregation. 

This was truly a family event, as 
the best man was Emory Mongbeh, 
and the maid of honor was Petra 
Allwine. After the ceremony, the 
guests celebrated with a wonderful 
meal, dancing, fellowship and 
congratulating the happy couple. 

Seth and Natasha Mongbeh reside 
in Marietta and are members of the 
Atlanta congregation. 

Chant’a Collier

Othniel and Elva Lindsay celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary on 
Jan. 1, 2022, and were honored by the 
Augusta, Georgia, congregation with a 
reception following Sabbath services. 

After recognition by our pastor, 
Tom Schultz, and the congregation 
for the achievement of reaching this 

Anniversaries

Weddings
milestone, the Lindsays were presented 
with an engraved clock and yellow 
roses to commemorate their special 
day. Members enjoyed a delicious 
lunch together, followed by a lovely 
anniversary cake and other desserts. 

Othniel and Elva were married in 
the Bahamas on Jan. 1, 1972, and later 
moved to California, where Othniel 
served in the Marine Corps in their 
early marriage. They have three 
children, seven grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild. 

The Lindsays attribute their 
successful marriage to God’s grace and 
mercy, their steadfast commitment 
to each other, and keeping God at the 
center of their lives. 

We are blessed to have the 
Lindsays as part of our congregation 
and are delighted to have had the 
opportunity to celebrate this special 
occasion with them.

Ann Hewston
Photo by Jeanne Walton

by a potluck meal for all and a chance 
to talk among friends. 

It was a joyful occasion and a 
perfect opportunity to recognize the 
landmark occasion of a couple who is 
a special part of our Church family.

Shalynn Mellerup

https://cogwa.org/
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Chris Carothers

Bill Hadley

Bob and Becky Kehoe

The Akron/Canton, Ohio, 
congregation is sad to announce that 
one of its members, Christian (Chris) 
M. Carothers, age 66, died from 
complications of COVID-19 on Oct. 16, 
2021, after returning home from the 
Feast of Tabernacles in Myrtle Beach, 
South Carolina. 

Chris was born on June 22, 1955, in 
Wheeling, West Virginia. At the age 
of 10, he began playing the drums 
with his family’s band, and he went 
on to become an avid drummer. Chris 
played professionally until he was 24 
years old, at which time he discovered 
God’s truth. He began keeping the 
Sabbath and was baptized in 1980. 
Although he never lost his love for 
music and playing the drums, his first 
love was God’s way of life. 

In 1985 Chris married Margie 
Shimek. They had two children, 

William Shannon Hadley, 89, a 
member of the Columbus-Cambridge, 
Ohio, COGWA congregation, died on 
Nov. 27, 2021. 

Born on June 26, 1932, he was called 
Bill by everyone who knew him. The 
second of three children, Bill grew up 
in Bellaire, Ohio. 

After graduating from high school, 
Bill enlisted in the Air Force, which 
took him to West Germany for the 
better part of three years. After 
leaving the Air Force, he began taking 
art lessons via correspondence, but 
soon began attending business school 
after meeting his future wife, Kay 
White. Bill and Kay were married on 
June 27, 1959. 

While continuing to take art lessons, 
he began listening to the Radio 
Church of God broadcast. He and Kay 
were called to the Church and began 
attending in 1963. They were both 
baptized on Aug. 24, 1963. Just three 
weeks later, their first son, Paul, was 
born. Kevin, their second son, came 
along in August 1965. 

On the Sabbath of Feb. 5, 2022, the 
combined Portland and Eugene, 
Oregon, congregations witnessed the 
ordination of Bob and Becky Kehoe as 
deacon and deaconess respectively. 

Obituaries

Ordinations

Bill and Kay first attended church 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, then 
Wheeling, West Virginia, when that 
congregation started. At that time, 
Bill was working for International 
Harvester. 

On Nov. 28, 1969, Bill was ordained 
a deacon, and on April 1, 1999, he 
was ordained an elder. He loved 
serving and was often the first to 
greet visitors, welcoming them 
warmly. Having retired previously 
from Red Roof Inn, Bill and Kay 
moved to Heath, Ohio, in 2006, 
where they attended the Columbus, 
Ohio, congregation.

Survived by his wife Kay and son 
Paul (Denise), Bill was preceded in 
death by his son Kevin in 2013.

Bill’s warmth, friendliness, wit and 
wisdom are greatly missed. Until we 
meet again in God’s Kingdom!

Denise Hadley

Bob was baptized in 1975; Becky, in 
1982. Together as husband and wife, 
they have served in congregations in 
both California and Oregon. 

Jon Pinelli, pastor of the Northwest 
congregations, performed the 
ordination with the assistance of 
Portland elders Ron McNeill and 
Craig Wohlgemuth. Visiting pastor 
Mark Winner was also present for the 
ordination. 

All in the Northwest are excited and 
look forward to the Kehoes’ continued 
service to God’s people in the Eugene 
congregation.

Jon Pinelli

Becky and Harry Halpin

Harry and Becky Halpin of the Raleigh, 
North Carolina, congregation were 
honored with a reception to celebrate 
their 50th wedding anniversary after 
services on Jan. 15, 2022.

Members enjoyed finger food and 
a delicious three-tier cake made and 
beautifully decorated by Carol Volkers.

Ron Kelley

Their three children, Jennifer, 
Joseph and Jamie, have presented 
them with 11 grandchildren.

They began attending services in 
1980 and were baptized by Bob Jones 
in a portable trough in his backyard 
on Sept. 1, 1982. Roy Holladay 
ordained Tom as a deacon on April 20, 
1989, and Joy as a deaconess on June 
30, 1990. They continue to serve the 
St. Petersburg, Florida, congregation 
pastored by Jim Haeffele.

Charles Haughee
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Lawlence Chipendo

Jonathan Mencel

Leon Leonard

Lawlence Chipendo, age 90, the oldest 
member in the Malawi congregation, 
passed away on Jan. 24, 2022. His 
burial took place on Jan. 25.

Lawlence had problems with pain 
and swelling in his legs. He had been 
sick since 2013. 

He was a faithful and dedicated 
member. Although he was dealing 
with pain in his legs, he continued to 
go to the Feast of Tabernacles all the 
years up to 2020. It was only last year, 
in 2021, that he did not manage to go 
to the Feast of Tabernacles. However, 
preparations were made for him so he 
could listen to Feast sermons.

Lawlence Chipendo began attending 
church services in the early 1980s. He 
was baptized by Abner Washington in 
the waters of Lake Malawi at the Feast 
of Tabernacles in 1986 .

He has left four children, one of 
whom attends with us in COGWA.

Elifazi Salawila

The Twin Cities, Minnesota, 
congregation lost a wonderful, caring 
member on Dec. 17, 2021. In January 
Jonathan Mencel was diagnosed with 
a rare autoimmune disease called 
granulomatosis with polyangiitis, 
which did irreparable damage to 
his kidneys, and then on Nov. 13 he 
contracted COVID-19. He fought these 
illnesses with a determination to look 
to God, and he continued to serve 
until the end.

Jonathan was born May 27, 1984, in 
Superior, Wisconsin, to Robert and 
Laurie Mencel. In 2002 he graduated 
from Superior High School and earned 
the Presidential Award for Academic 
Excellence. He earned his bachelor’s 
degree from UW-Superior and then 
earned his Juris Doctor from Hamline 
University School of Law in St. Paul, 
Minnesota.

At the time of his death, Jonathan 
was working as an attorney and did 
such outstanding work that he was 
awarded the Rising Star by Minnesota 
Super Lawyers in 2018, 2019 and 2020!

His hobbies were varied, from 
golfing, fishing, reading and music, 
to growing houseplants and brewing 
beer! He was also a licensed amateur 
radio operator. He loved to travel 
and took many trips to Europe with 
his family.

Leon Leonard, 76, died Dec. 13, 2021, 
following a short illness. He was born 
July 19, 1945, and lived in Cleveland 
all his life except for a short stint 
while in the U.S. Army. He and his 
wife, Annette (née Dancy), had been 
married more than 48 years at the 
time of his death. She survives him, as 
do his daughter Lana, son Dana, three 
grandchildren, two brothers and other 
family members.

Leon first learned of God’s way of 
life as a young man in his late teens. 
This was during the Vietnam War era, 
and his growing understanding (that 
he could not conscientiously serve 
in the military) must have appeared 
suspect to his draft board, as he was 
drafted into the U.S. Army despite 
his request for conscientious objector 
status. He was finally able to obtain 
his discharge in early 1969, more than 
two years later. He attended his first 
Church of God service in 1968 and was 
a faithful member of God’s Church for 
more than 52 years.

Leon’s skills and interests form a 
long list. He established a window 
cleaning business while still in his 

Jonathan’s main desire was to 
serve God. Jonathan was born into 
the Church and was baptized in 
2015. He worked hard to serve where 
he could. He was part of the sound 
and webcasting crew for Sabbath 
services and served as a song leader. 
A few years ago, he began to give 
sermonettes and gave very clear and 
concise messages. On Sept. 7, 2021, he 
was ordained as a deacon.

Jonathan was very intelligent, but 
he had a kind and humble demeanor 
and treated everyone with love and 
respect. Everyone, young and old, 
considered him a good friend.

He is survived by his parents, Robert 
and Laurie, and a sister, Kristina, all 
whom he loved dearly. 

Mary Peyton

20s, had musical skills that led to 
professional singing engagements, 
wrote poetry (which he shared with 
many Church members) and was a 
contributing writer for the Life, Hope 
& Truth website.

He will be much missed in 
Cleveland and neighboring 
congregations. A memorial service is 
planned for a later date.

Lana Leonard and Doug Johnson

Jessica (Levi) Ramsey and Jacob 
Carothers, and three grandsons, 
Kaden, Samuel and Aza, all of whom 
Chris loved dearly. 

Chris is survived by his wife, 
children, and grandsons; his father, 
Bennie Jr. Carothers; his brothers, 
Jack (Patsy) and Bob (Debbie) 
Carothers; his sister, Sharon (Jon) 
Fleagane; and many nieces and 
nephews. Chris was preceded in death 
by his mother, Joan Carothers. 

All who knew and loved Chris are 
looking forward to seeing him again at 
Christ’s return. 

Margie Carothers

2022 
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2022 
SITE DESCRIPTIONS

Coeur d’Alene,
Idaho

This year we return to Idaho 
for the Feast of Tabernacles 
site in the Northwest. The 
site will be located in 
beautiful Coeur d’Alene. 
Located just across the 
border from Washington 
state, this beautiful area 
of the country serves as a 
peaceful and picturesque 
millennial setting for  
the Feast.

Daily services will be 
at the Kootenai County 
Fairgrounds. Located a short 
3 miles from the downtown 
and Lake Coeur d’Alene, the 
Fairgrounds will be able 
to accommodate up to 400 
attendees.

Those flying into Idaho 
for the Feast can utilize 

economical of any Festival 
site. Establishments range 
from first-class hotels, 
condominiums, houses and 
cabins to more economical 
motels (all with mini-fridges 
and microwaves).  

Services this year will 
be held at the Branson Star 
Theater, located near the 
west end of the Strip. The 
location is easily accessible 
from most housing 
establishments. Again this 
year, there will be ample 
room for sitting and visiting 
before services.   

Fragrance-controlled 
room available: Yes.

Lodging tax rate: 7.5 
to 12.8%, depending on 
location.

Closest airport: 
Springfield-Branson (SGF), 
55 miles.

Mike Blackwell

“Branson Strip.” Wildlife 
abounds in the immediate 
area of some housing 
establishments. 

Branson offers something 
for everyone. For those 
who want to be more active, 
Branson has something 
for you—ranging from 
first-class shopping and 
amusement parks to live 
music shows, golf courses, 
museums, world-class 
fishing and the Promised 
Land Zoo. 

Two newer attractions are 
Wonderworks Branson and 
the Wonders of Wildlife 
museum and aquarium 
in nearby Springfield. For 
those wishing a more 
relaxed setting, there are 
several wilderness forest 
areas within a short distance.

Housing in Branson 
is some of the most 

Branson, 
Missouri

Branson, Missouri, will 
once again welcome the 
Church of God by hosting 
the Feast of Tabernacles. 
This will be our 27th year 
in Branson, and it remains 
popular for all ages. 

The Branson area, in 
the midst of the beautiful 
Ozark Mountains, is an 
excellent setting for God’s 
fall Feast. The fall scenery 
can be spectacular during 
the Feast. The hills, lakes, 
forests and streams give the 
area an almost millennial 
setting. Wildlife can be seen 
in many areas nearby. Deer, 
turkey, ducks and geese, 
and even foxes and skunks 
are occasionally seen 
only a block or two off the Ph
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Fort Myers,
Florida
(Satellite)

Fort Myers, Florida, will 
once again be the Florida 
satellite Feast site for 2022. 
It is intended first to be for 
the Florida brethren who 
cannot afford to travel 
to Feast sites outside of 
Florida. After the first 
two weeks of registration, 
Fort Myers will be open to 
anyone who would like to 
come to Fort Myers. The 
capacity this year is set  
at 200.    

Services will be held at 
the Holiday Inn Airport 
and Gulf Coast Town 
Center. This is a beautiful 
property with a large lake 
on its north side. There 
are many top-of-the-line 
restaurants at the Gulf 
Coast Town Center, across 
the main boulevard from 
the Holiday Inn. Brethren 
may wish to stay at the 
Holiday Inn, where a buffet 
breakfast comes free with 
their room. 

This area of southwest 
Florida offers many 
attractions. The Edison and 
Ford Winter Estates in Fort 
Myers include the Edison 
Botanic Research Laboratory 
and Museum and are open 
daily for tours. The causeway 
to Sanibel and Captiva 
Islands is 30 minutes away, 
as is Fort Myers Beach. All 
three have beautiful white-
sand beaches.    

Temperatures in the 
middle of October run in 
the mid to upper 80s.

Fragrance-controlled 
room available: Yes.

Lodging tax rate: 11%.
Closest airport: 

Southwest Florida 
International Airport 
(RSW), 5 miles. (Hotel/
airport shuttle is 
complimentary.) 

Jim Haeffele

the Spokane International 
Airport. The airport serves 
most major airlines. From 
there, it is a short one-hour 
drive to downtown Coeur 
d’Alene.

There is a variety of 
housing in and around Lake 
Coeur d’Alene. Stay at the 
luxurious lakefront Coeur 
d’Alene Resort. Or check out 
one of the many national 
chain hotels in the area. And 
of course, there are plenty 
of VRBO and Airbnb home 
rentals available in and 
around the lake.

The weather in this area 
of the country will be 
moderate during the  
Feast. Expect daytime 
highs in the low to mid 60s, 
with nights cooling to the 
high 30s.

Activities abound in 
the Lake Coeur d’Alene 
area. Explore the many 
hiking trails in and around 
Lake Coeur d’Alene. Rent 
a pontoon or powerboat 
and enjoy the vastness of 
Lake Coeur d’Alene. Enjoy 
a dinner cruise on the 
lake. If you like shopping, 
downtown Coeur d’Alene 
offers a number of antique 
and craft stores. Venture 
back towards Spokane 
and visit a number of local 
wineries, all unique in their 
locations and offerings.

Plans are still being 
developed for group 
activities, but rest assured, 
they will promise to 
take in the splendor and 
beauty of this area of the 
country. Plenty of personal 
time will be provided for 
families to enjoy much 
of what the area affords 
in terms of sightseeing, 
wonderful meals and 
unique shopping.

Fragrance-controlled 
room available: No.

Lodging tax rate: 8%.
Closest airport: Spokane, 

Washington (GEG), 39 miles
Jon Pinelli

Greenville,
South Carolina
Located in the northwest 
corner of South Carolina, 
Greenville is set among the 
foothills of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains. Downtown 
Greenville is a historic 
Southern city that has come 
of age once again. This 
thriving dynamic place 
has gracefully transitioned 
from one of the Southeast’s 
best-kept secrets to one of 
its hottest destinations. 

It is rapidly becoming 
known as a paradise for 
outdoor lovers. The city 
will surprise you, engage 
you and charm you with 
countless restaurants, shops, 
a waterfall and gorgeous 
scenery, all of which 
can be seen by walking, 
biking or even a Segway 
tour. If you enjoy family 
activities, this is a site you 
will love. Whether you’re 
looking for hiking, Topgolf, 
escape rooms or zip-lining, 
Greenville has it. If you are 
a foodie, boy, are you going 
to be pleasantly surprised. 
It is easy to get around in 
and has plenty of Southern 
hospitality.

Greenville has a beautiful, 
easy-to-access airport for 
those considering flying to 
the Feast. The surrounding 
area also offers a number  
of outdoor activities, 
allowing you to take in the 
natural beauty of this part 
of the country.

We will be keeping the 
Feast at the Embassy Suites 
and Golf Resort, a few 
minutes from downtown. 
Each room is a suite 
(bedroom and separate 
living room) that includes 
a fridge and microwave. 
Also included in the price 
is a full hot breakfast daily, 
as well as free drinks and 
snacks each afternoon. It 
has its own golf course and 

indoor and outdoor pools. 
It also has a large pavilion 
and lawn area where we will 
host additional activities.

We hope you will 
consider joining us in 
Greenville for what we 
anticipate will be an 
outstanding location to 
keep God’s Feast. For 
further information, go to 
visitgreenvillesc.com.

Fragrance-controlled 
room available: Yes.

Lodging tax rate: 12.12%.
Closest airport: 

Greenville (GSP), 10 miles.
Mark Winner

Kohala Coast,
Hawaii

Aloha! We will be returning 
to the Big Island of Hawaii 
this year for the Feast, 
meeting at the four-star 
Fairmont Orchid Hotel and 
Resort, about 30 minutes 
north of the city of Kona and 
the international airport. 
The Fairmont Orchid is 
located on the world-famous 
Kohala Coast, on the west 
side of the largest of the 
Hawaiian Islands. 

The oceanfront Fairmont 
Orchid is situated on over 
32 acres of lush tropical 
grounds that include a 
private beach and bay, six 
restaurants, a fitness center, 
a spa, two championship 
golf courses, gardens and 
coastal hiking trials. 

Once again, we are 
expecting 300 to 400 in 
attendance on the Big Island 
this year. All of our services 
and meetings, and most of 
our activities, will be held at 
the Fairmont Orchid, where 
we have reserved a large 
block of rooms at deeply 
discounted rates.   

There is plenty to do 
and see on the Big Island. 
Of course, sightseeing, 
shopping, fine dining, 
ocean water sports and 

https://cogwa.org/
https://www.cdaresort.com/
https://www.cdaresort.com/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/gspeses-embassy-suites-greenville-golf-resort-and-conference-center/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/gspeses-embassy-suites-greenville-golf-resort-and-conference-center/
https://visitgreenvillesc.com
https://www.fairmont.com/orchid-hawaii/
https://www.fairmont.com/orchid-hawaii/
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and in French, alternating 
each day between the two 
languages, with translation 
available.

The Château Mont-
Sainte-Anne became a 
Marriott property (Delta 
Hotels by Marriott) in 
2021. Major renovations 
have only improved what 
was already a four-star 
property. Several types of 
rooms, suites and condos 
are available to match your 
accommodation needs. 
Most room types include 
kitchenettes, while the 
spacious condos include 
full kitchens. Local 
restaurants and grocery 
stores are within a short 
drive. Off-site housing 
options are available 
nearby as well.

Come discover Old 
Québec’s historic 
landmarks, unique 
restaurants, boutiques and 
sightseeing opportunities. 
For the naturalist, the Cap 
Tourmente and the Canyon 
Sainte-Anne are a short 
drive from the Festival 
site, and the expansive 
Jacques-Cartier National 
Park is within reach. The 
nearby Montmorency Falls 
stands a full 99 feet higher 
than Niagara Falls. You can 
experience this stunning 
cascade via a cable car ride, 
a suspension bridge over 
the falls or a long staircase 
to the base of the falls.

We hope you will join us 
this year to keep the Feast 
at Mont-Sainte-Anne! To 
register to attend, please 
follow the standard Feast 
registration process. If 
you have questions or are 
considering spending 
the Feast in Québec this 
year, please contact Daniel 
Harper at daniel.harper@
cogwa.org.

Fragrance-controlled 
room available: Yes.

Lodging tax rate: 18.9%.
Closest airport: Jean 

Lesage International 
Airport (YQB), 36 miles.

Daniel Harper

New Braunfels, 
Texas

New Braunfels is a small 
town of approximately 
90,000 people located in 
the hill country of Texas, 
just 30 miles northeast of 
downtown San Antonio. Its 
German heritage is evident 
in the city’s history, culture 
and cuisine. According to 
the U.S. Census Bureau, 
New Braunfels was the 
third-fastest-growing city 
in the United States from 
2010-2020. 

Services will be held in 
the New Braunfels Civic/
Convention Center, 375 S. 
Castell Ave., New Braunfels, 
TX 78130.  

Nestled at the convergence 
of two rivers, New Braunfels 
offers many recreational 
opportunities that include 
water. Whether it is enjoying 
the famous Schlitterbahn 
Water Park and Resort, 
wakeboarding without a 
boat at the Texas Ski Ranch, 
floating one of the rivers, or 
swimming in the largest 
spring-fed pool in Texas—
there are plenty of ways to 
get wet!

For those interested in 
history, there are seven 
museums to visit and the 
historic district of Gruene 
(a district within the 
city of New Braunfels) to 
explore. And for dining, 
there are many restaurants 
nearby where visitors can 
sample German dishes, 
Texas barbecue and 
contemporary fare.  

If you’d like to venture 
beyond the local area, San 
Antonio is just 30 miles 
south on Interstate 35. 
There you can tour the 
historic Alamo, wander 
the River Walk, go up the 

Adventure Farm, which was 
very popular last year. Also, 
a block of tickets is reserved 
at the Sight & Sound 
Theatre for the premier 
showing of David!

Additional nearby family-
friendly attractions, if 
available, are the Biblical 
Tabernacle Reproduction, 
Civil War History and the 
Underground Railroad 
in Lancaster, Lancaster 
Central Market (food and 
music), Green Dragon 
farmers’ market (Fridays 
only), Strasburg Rail Road, 
Amish Farm and House, 
Turkey Hill Experience 
(ice cream!), BounceKraze, 
Dutch Wonderland 
family amusement park 
(ages 3+), Hersheypark 
(which includes the 
Boardwalk water park 
and ZooAmerica) and Sky 
Zone Trampoline Park. For 
more details, see Discover 
Lancaster (the visitor’s 
guide can be downloaded 
using the link at the bottom 
of the web page). 

Fragrance-controlled 
room available: No.

Lodging tax rate: 11%.
Closest airports: 

Harrisburg (HIA), 30 
miles; Philadelphia (PHL), 
65 miles; Lehigh Valley 
(ABE), 68 miles; Baltimore-
Washington (BWI), 85 miles.

Kevin Epps

Mont-Sainte-Anne, 
Québec

We are planning to return 
to Mont-Sainte-Anne, 
Québec, for the Feast 
this year, meeting at the 
Château Mont-Sainte-
Anne resort half an hour 
northeast of the historic 
city of Québec. Fall colors, 
expansive mountain vistas 
and deep canyons make 
this a beautiful place to 
keep God’s Feast. Services 
will be held in English 

beaches abound. The 
Volcanoes National Park 
and Hawaii’s world-famous 
stargazing opportunities 
are highlights for visitors. 

Organized activities will 
include a teen beach party, 
a young adult voyager 
canoe excursion and 
breakfast, a family sailing 
and snorkeling adventure 
on a private charter 
boat, and a best-ball golf 
tournament. 

You will find plenty of 
helpful information and 
pictures on our Facebook 
page: COGWA FOT Kohala 
Coast. We look forward 
to seeing you on the Big 
Island for the Feast this 
year! Aloha!

Fragrance-controlled 
room available: No. 

Lodging tax rate: 13.25%.
Closest airport: Kona 

(KOA), 23 miles.
Dave Register

Lancaster,
Pennsylvania

We’re pleased to be 
returning to Lancaster’s 
only top-rated luxury 
hotel—Eden Resort & 
Suites. Church services will 
be held in the luxurious 
Crystal Ballroom.

For housing, we’ll have 
standard rooms (two 
queen beds) and a variety 
of suites. All rooms have a 
refrigerator, microwave and 
coffer maker. 

Resort dining includes 
Arthur’s Terrace (casual 
and fine dining) and the 
Encore Lounge (full-range 
of drinks).

Offsite dining includes 
Pennsylvania Dutch 
restaurants, buffets, fine 
dining, bakeries and much 
more. See the Lancaster 
Visitor’s Guide—Where to Eat. 

For group activities, we 
plan to have a Family Day 
activity at the Cherry Crest 

mailto:daniel.harper@cogwa.org
mailto:daniel.harper@cogwa.org
https://www.discoverlancaster.com/directory/cherry-crest-adventure-farm/
https://www.sight-sound.com/shows/lancaster/david/2022
https://mennoinfocenter.org/tabernacle/
https://mennoinfocenter.org/tabernacle/
https://www.discoverlancaster.com/blog/our-civil-war-history/
https://www.discoverlancaster.com/blog/our-civil-war-history/
https://www.discoverlancaster.com/blog/our-civil-war-history/
https://centralmarketlancaster.com/
https://centralmarketlancaster.com/
http://www.greendragonmarket.com/
https://www.strasburgrailroad.com/
https://www.amishfarmandhouse.com/
https://www.turkeyhillexperience.com/
https://www.bouncekraze.com/
https://www.dutchwonderland.com/
http://www.hersheypark.com/
https://www.skyzone.com/lancaster
https://www.skyzone.com/lancaster
https://www.discoverlancaster.com
https://www.discoverlancaster.com
https://www.facebook.com/cogwafotkohalacoast/
https://www.facebook.com/cogwafotkohalacoast/
https://www.edenresort.com/
https://www.edenresort.com/
https://edenresort.com/dining-drinks-2/
https://www.discoverlancaster.com/where-to-eat/
https://www.discoverlancaster.com/where-to-eat/
https://www.discoverlancaster.com/directory/cherry-crest-adventure-farm/
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Tower of the Americas, 
visit SeaWorld and enjoy 
Six Flags Fiesta Texas 
theme park.

The average  daily high 
temperature in New 
Braunfels in October is 81 
degrees F. and the average 
low temperature is 57 
degrees F. Anticipated 
attendance is 350. 

Fragrance-controlled 
room: Yes.

Lodging tax rate: 13%.
Closest airport: San 

Antonio (SAT), 36 miles.
David Treybig

Orange Beach, 
Alabama

The city of Orange Beach, 
Alabama, will again 
welcome the Church of God, 
a Worldwide Association, 
for the Feast of Tabernacles. 
We meet in the beautiful 
Orange Beach Event Center, 
located in the Wharf 
District, which hosts many 
fine restaurants, shopping 
and lots of outdoor activities 
for the whole family.

With over 800 people 
anticipated, our planned 
activities offer wonderful 
opportunities for 
fellowship. Our senior 
luncheon will be a special 
treat for our members, with 
our teens providing the 
service and entertainment 
for the event.

We will host teen and 
young adult drop-ins at 
the beginning of the Feast 
to encourage fellowship 
and provide ways to make 
new friends and lasting 
memories. For those who 
enjoy the outdoors, we will 
also have a golf scramble and 
a teen outing on the beach.

A highlight of the Feast 
will be Family Day. With 
several hundred people 
attending, we’ll provide 
carnival games, novelty 
Olympics, a sing-along 

and a host of games 
and activities, all in an 
afternoon of sun and fun!

There are multiple beach 
locations—stretching across 
several miles—that allow 
for parasailing, diving, 
deep-sea fishing, glass-
bottom boat and dolphin 
tours, beach volleyball and 
a host of other Gulf-related 
activities. If your interest 
isn’t beautiful white sand, 
then just minutes from the 
beach are golf, sailing and 
several theme parks for the 
young at heart.

If sand, surf and sun are 
calling you this year, we 
encourage you to join us for 
God’s Feast of Tabernacles 
in beautiful Orange Beach, 
Alabama!

Fragrance-controlled 
room available: No. 

Lodging tax rate: 13%. 
(Be sure to read details 
on each property listed in 
the housing information. 
Some Orange Beach 
accommodations include 
taxes and fees in their 
rates.)

Closest airport: 
Pensacola, Florida (PNS)  
30 miles.

Phillip Sandilands

Park City, 
Utah

We are coming back to the 
beautiful mountains of Park 
City, Utah, for the Feast in 
2022. The rise in elevation 
from Salt Lake City to 
Park City is around 2,500 
feet, bringing it in at 7,000 
feet, not too high for most 
mountain goers.  

There are a number of 
activities for all age groups. 
Families with children can 
enjoy the Swaner Preserve 
and EcoCenter, which is 
open year-round and offers 
various activities. 

If you love the outdoors, 
take a beautiful fall 

horseback ride through 
nature, hike up one of the 
many hiking trails in the 
area, or rent a bike and 
cruise one of Park City’s 
paved paths or the Historic 
Union Pacific Rail Trail.  

Visit Utah Olympic Park 
and experience a few of 
the activities, including 
the 2002 Olympic Winter 
Games Museum. Park City 
also has an ice arena that 
offers open skate hours if 
you want to spend some 
time racing around a rink. 

In Salt Lake City, Utah’s 
Hogle Zoo is a beautiful 
place to visit. Or if it gets 
a little cool outside, take 
the kids to the Discovery 
Gateway Children’s 
Museum or Loveland 
Living Planet Aquarium.

Park City offers a 
tremendous number of 
condos, townhouses, studio 
apartments and houses. 
A visit to historic Main 
Street is a must. Many of 
the buildings originated 
during the 19th-century 
silver mining boom. There 
is an abundant number 
of restaurants and a few 
breweries for you to enjoy 
in the area.  

Note: This may become a 
restricted site due to limited 
capacity.

Fragrance-controlled 
room available: Yes.

Lodging tax rate: 13.02%, 
plus a 9.7% reservation fee, 
which is standard.

Closest airport: Salt Lake 
City (SLC), 35 miles.

Mark Whynaucht

Tucson,
Arizona

Tucson, Arizona, will 
once again be the Feast 
of Tabernacles site for the 
Southwest region.

This year we will be 
meeting at a new location, 
the Hilton El Conquistador. 

The resort has been 
awarded AAA’s prestigious 
four-diamond rating 34 
years in a row.  

This is a luxurious and 
comfortable resort, with 
over 500 acres nestled up 
against the mountains, 
and is a peaceful setting 
designed for relaxation, 
entertainment and 
fellowship. This Hilton 
offers not only wonderful 
meeting space, but 
beautiful rooms, gift shops 
and restaurants on the 
premises. It offers outdoor 
pools, an on-site spa, tennis 
courts, a corral for Family 
Day and a picturesque golf 
course that will host our 
annual Feast golf scramble.

Services will be held 
on-site in the beautiful 
Turquoise Ballroom. Those 
staying at the resort will 
enjoy not only a beautiful 
room and view, but also 
a walk to services and 
other activities. The Hilton 
has offered our members 
tremendously discounted 
rooms and has included the 
resort fee and parking fees. 

Tucson itself offers many 
options in entertainment. 
The famous Tombstone, 
Arizona, is only a short 
drive to the south. And 
the well-known Arizona-
Sonora Desert Museum is 
a short drive to the west. 
Tucson is also home to 
jeep or Hummer desert 
tours, desert hiking, 
horseback riding, rock 
climbing, Funtasticks fun 
park, museums or simply 
driving up beautiful 
Mount Lemmon.

Tucson has numerous 
dining choices, including 
the popular Pinnacle Peak 
Steakhouse (with its own 
outdoor shops and fun 
shows—going back decades 
for members), as well as 
Fleming’s Steakhouse, 
Churrasco de Brasil 
steakhouse, Blue Ice Gelato, 

https://cogwa.org/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/tushthh-el-conquistador-tucson/
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ATTENTION THOSE WITH  
FRAGRANCE-SENSITIVITY ISSUES

We are aware that some of our members suffer from 
sensitivities to fragrances. We try to address this 
issue at the Feast sites where we can do so. We cannot 
control all the issues necessary to make an area truly 
fragrance-free, so we cannot guarantee a “fragrance-
free” room. But certain sites are able to provide a 
“fragrance-controlled” room or “fragrance-sensitive” 
area. Those who have fragrance issues will generally find 
this area to be an aid in dealing with their sensitivities.  

Caribbean
Dover, Christ Church,   
 Barbados 
St. George’s, Grenada 
Lethem, Guyana 
Runaway Bay, Jamaica

Europe &  
Middle East

Torquay, Devon, England
Montagnac, France
Loutraki, Greece

Latin America
Sierra de la Ventana,   
 Argentina
Santa Cruz, Bolivia
Lican Ray, Chile
El Rodadero, Santa Marta,
    Colombia
Antigua, Guatemala
San Miguel de Allende,
 Mexico
Huanchaco, Peru

Africa
Mugina, Burundi
Man, Côte d’Ivoire
Douala, Cameroon 
Kinshasa, Democratic
 Republic of the Congo
Elmina, Ghana 
Migori, Kenya
Salima, Malawi
Benin City, Nigeria
Giti, Rwanda
Kenton-on-Sea, South Africa
Uvongo, South Africa
Kpalimé, Togo
Mapoko, Zambia
Gweru, Zimbabwe

Asia/Pacific
Mooloolaba, Australia
Sigatoka, Fiji  
India
Taupo, New Zealand
Sri Lanka 
Philippines

International Feast Sites

Online Registration
Sunday, May 15

Note: Not all locations in this list are final. Please 
check feast.cogwa.org for up-to-date information 

on international sites.

This Residence Inn is an 
extended-stay hotel and is 
a short drive from historic 
downtown Stillwater. It 
offers a free shuttle service, 
Monday to Friday, within 
a 5-mile radius. Local 
attractions include Lake 
Elmo Park Reserve, many 
good restaurants and 
retailers. Cub Foods, Whole 
Foods and Trader Joe’s are a 
short distance away. There 
are many attractions in the 
greater Twin Cities area as 
well, including Como Zoo 
and the Mall of America.

A complimentary 
breakfast buffet is provided 
each morning, and each 
room has a kitchen so you 
can prepare your own meals.

The hotel includes a 
business center, free Wi-Fi 
and on-site laundry. Pets 
are allowed. You may also 
enjoy the outdoor fire pit 
and are welcome to utilize 
the patio grill.

Monday to Wednesday 
you are invited to enjoy the 
Residence Inn Mix social 
hour for snacks, drinks and 
good conversation.

Fragrance-controlled 
room available: No.

Lodging tax rate: 7.125%.
Closest airport: 

Minneapolis–St. Paul (MSP), 
20 miles.

Larry Solomon

sushi, pubs, Topgolf and 
many more. 

Enjoy this beautiful 
desert site in Tucson this 
year, and bring the old 
West back to life again 
with those celebrating the 
Feast of Tabernacles as the 
family of God!

Fragrance-controlled 
room available: No.

Lodging tax rate: 14.55%.
Closest airport: Tucson 

(TUS), 22 miles.
Paul Carter

Woodbury,
Minnesota 

(Satellite)
The satellite site for the 
Wisconsin and Minnesota 
area will again be in 
Woodbury, Minnesota, an 
eastern suburb of St. Paul 
and only 13 miles from the 
Wisconsin border.

“Satellite site” means that 
services will be provided 
via webcast from one of the 
other Feast sites. While we 
will be a small site, there 
will be plenty of good 
fellowship.

Services will be held at 
the Residence Inn (205 
Radio Drive, Woodbury, 
MN), and we have a block 
of rooms set aside so that 
brethren can stay on-site.

Greenville, South CarolinaPh
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What are the most important teachings  
of the Bible?

Download your free booklet from the Learning Center on
LifeHopeandTruth.com

Explore 20 fundamental 
beliefs that summarize the 
key themes and messages 
of the Bible. The extensive 
biblical references make 
this a useful Bible study 
tool for those who seek an 
understanding of God’s Word.

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/learning-center/booklets/

