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YYou have probably heard the saying: He who 
fails to plan, plans to fail. There is a lot of truth 
to that saying. I have seen it happen on many 
occasions where circumstances force us to make 
a decision that we were not prepared to make. Of 
course, there is no way that we can completely 
prevent this from happening, but that should 
not deter us from planning for the future. The 
pandemic that has taken the world by storm 
over the past two years was one of those things 
that we could never really plan for. But that 
doesn’t mean we can’t learn lessons and prepare 
for a future crisis.

Here at the office, the months of November 
and December have been occupied with 
planning, and it has been very rewarding and 
positive. God has blessed us beyond what 
we could have hoped for with our finances. 
Now we are preparing for the year ahead and 
making decisions on how we can best use those 
resources. The Church of God, a Worldwide 
Association, operates on a calendar year 
schedule. That means we must complete our 
annual budget, strategic plan and operation 
plans in November and have them approved in 
December. We must have everything in place 
prior to the first of January.

I am happy to report that the just-completed 
annual meeting of the Ministerial Board of 
Directors (MBOD) resulted in an approved 
budget, strategic plan and operation plans. We 
now have a plan for 2022. How important is 
that? I believe it is very important.

Solomon wrote in Proverbs 15:22: “Without 
counsel, plans go awry, but in the multitude of 
counselors they are established.” Each year the 
administration prepares its best plan for the 
next year and then submits it to the MBOD for 
discussion and approval. During the discussion, 
things are often changed or added. Once we 

obtain the counsel from the MBOD and their 
approval to proceed, we are all confident that we 
have a plan that will succeed. 

Solomon also wrote in Proverbs 21:5: “The 
plans of the diligent lead surely to plenty, 
but those of everyone who is hasty, surely to 
poverty.” Each year we spend many hours in 
the office working on our plans for the next 
fiscal year and then we discuss those plans with 
the MBOD. Together we make sure we haven’t 
overlooked anything. 

I find it interesting that the apostle Paul felt he 
should reassure the Corinthians that he planned 
carefully, even though conditions had made 
him change his plans: “Therefore, when I was 
planning this, did I do it lightly? Or the things I 
plan, do I plan according to the flesh, that with 
me there should be Yes, Yes, and No, No? But as 
God is faithful, our word to you was not Yes and 
No” (2 Corinthians 1:17-18).

We need to plan and then move forward 
confidently with that plan, knowing that we 
have invested the time to discuss it and ask God 
for His involvement and direction. We came out 
of the recent MBOD meetings very encouraged. 
I can assure you that we are planning for an 
exciting year in 2022. You will see what I mean 
in the weeks ahead, with reports from a variety 
of sources: In Accord; One Accord; Life, Hope & 
Truth; Discern magazine; member letters; and 
church area visits. Be watching for some exciting 
announcements as we enter a new calendar year.

Jim Franks
President
Church of God, a Worldwide Association

personal from the president
Planning for the Future
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SHARPENING IRON

Growing up with two older brothers enabled me 
to get a lot of hand-me-downs! Used blue jeans, 
shirts and shoes were all passed down the line to 
me—and that was at a time when having “worn” 

denims wasn’t a fashion statement! 
But one of the other things handed down to me was 

exposure to foul language. Oh, I’m not saying my brothers 
used it a lot—but they surely knew a bad word when they 
heard it. And, if we chose to use any “four-letter words,” 
we made sure we said them away from where our parents 
or other adults could hear. We knew that if they heard us 
using that kind of language, we would face the dreaded 
threat of getting our mouths washed out with soap!

But times have changed. 
Today, profanity is commonplace at school, on the job, 

in movies, on TV 
and in music. Some 
consider it a sign 
of independence 
and growing up. 
Vulgar and profane 
expressions are so 
widely accepted and 
used that we may feel 
pressured to use this 

form of language in order to blend in with others.
The fact is, bad language is used every day to embellish 

stories, to tell jokes, to express disapproval, to put someone 
down—as well as to express anger, frustration or pain. With 
profane language being used so often in our society, it is all 

too easy to accept it as normal in our everyday discourse. 
Even if we don’t use profane language ourselves, we may 
come to accept it because we hear it so often.

To be clear, God does not condone the use of profanity or 
foul language, and He addresses the subject in His Word.

The apostle Paul refers to the use of profanity in 
Colossians 3 when describing how a Christian should act. 
In verse 8 he says, “But now you yourselves are to put off all 
these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out 
of your mouth.”

As members of God’s Church, we must put filthy 
language out of our mouths—completely remove it from the 
word choices we make. Foul words should never come out 
of the mouth of a Christian.

Clean the heart, not the tongue
Had my mother actually followed up on her threat to wash 
my mouth out with soap, it would not have really solved 
the problem. God’s Word clearly shows us that the source 
of foul language is not in the mouth (or tongue!), but in the 
human heart. It all boils down to what we think about.

Jesus Christ Himself answers the matter. “How can you, 
being evil, speak good things? For out of the abundance 
of the heart the mouth speaks. A good man out of the 
good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and 
an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil 
things” (Matthew 12:34-35).

It is how we think, and what we think about, that is 
the origin of the foul language and evil words that are 
eventually spoken.

A MOUTH WASHED 
WITH SOAP

Do our words really matter?

By Doug Horchak
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“As we practice using 
language that is pleasing 
to God and to man, it will 
soon become the natural 
way we express ourselves.”
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too common in our world and difficult to avoid hearing 
in our daily routines. However, you can make a personal 
choice to avoid using foul language in any circumstance. 
You can also express yourself in a way that builds up 
and benefits those who are listening. By following God’s 
instructions, you will be a light to the world—setting an 
example of not only what a Christian looks like, but what 
a Christian sounds like as well! OA

SHARPENING IRON Paul instructed the Church, “Let no corrupt word 
proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary 
edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers” 
(Ephesians 4:29). In other words, there is never a proper 
time to use such language, and the words that we do use 
should be constructive and profitable.

Take action
How can we make the change to using only good and 
edifying language?

Determine in your mind that you will not conform to 
society’s standards that promote the use of foul language 
or cussing. We must make a personal choice not to use any 
words that God or others would find offensive.

Resolve to use good and meaningful language and 
edifying words. Once we have determined not to use 
profanity, we must be committed to using only 
language that will build up or in some way 
benefit those who hear us. As we practice 
using language that is pleasing to 
God and to man, it will soon 
become the natural way we 
express ourselves.

Cussing and vulgar 
language is all 
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already answered our prayers in regard to locations. We 
have a good lead on one facility but still need to see if a 
contract can be approved and finalized.

We got enough done in our online meeting that 
we were able to reduce our in-person meetings at 
headquarters to a day and a half. As always, these 
sessions were filled with a wide variety of topics, as well 
as the wonderful opportunity for in-person fellowship 
with each other and many of the staff in the office. 

We talked a lot about the current cultural issues our 
Church youth face today and how we can help them 
with these challenges. A lot of discussion surrounded 
the 2022 Christian Living theme, and we finally settled 
on “Courage Under Fire.” This ties in well with the 
modern cultural issues we all face in today’s society.

The camp team is excited about next year’s camps. We 
plan to post dates and locations on the camp website 
next month as soon as the contracts are finalized for  
all locations. OA

We really missed having our regular camps 
last summer and were thrilled to again 
have them in 2021! That excitement 
was extremely evident as the camp 

team met again—first in a one-day video conference 
call in October, followed by in-person meetings at 
headquarters Nov. 10-11, 2021. 

As I write, we have one more camp to run this year—
Winter Camp—and applications have exceeded what 
we were expecting. We are happy to see the continued 
enthusiasm of our Church youth for the camp program. 
Many tell us that camp is a highlight of their year. Those 
of us on the camp team can honestly say it is also a 
highlight of our year!

We met online for one day in October—mainly to 
talk about our camps this summer and to do some 
preliminary planning for next year’s Christian Living 
theme and to talk about the need to change locations for 
a few camps for a variety of reasons. It seems God has 

Camp Team Meetings 

2021By Ken Treybig

Left to right: Eric Evans, Zach Smith, Ken Treybig, Nathan Willoughby, Mark Whynaucht, Andy Burnett, Paul Carter, Chad Messerly, Tom Schultz, 
Gary Black, Dave Myers, Larry Solomon, Scott Lord
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Day two began and ended with covering many 
more topics, such as insurance, webcasting, writing 
Feast-related articles for the Feast website and One 
Accord, social media, and more. Each coordinator has a 
deadline (or deadlines) of some sort most every month 
of the year.  

The coordinators all enjoyed meals together each day, 
as well as fellowship with many of the office staff at 
various times while in McKinney. As the meetings drew 
to a close on day two, everyone went home with some 
“action items” to follow through on.  

You can hear about where we will be keeping the 
Feast in 2022 by watching the In Accord from Thursday, 
Nov. 18, 2021. OA

Ten U.S. Feast coordinators met in person at 
headquarters, and two more U.S./Canadian 
coordinators joined online, for two days of 
meetings to close the 2021 Feast of Tabernacles 

and prepare for 2022.  
Doug Horchak, Ministerial Services operation 

manager and a member of the Feast Planning Team, 
began the meetings with opening comments. Following 
that, each coordinator shared a short synopsis of the 
recently ended Feast at his site.  

Next up was discussion on Feast and activity 
planning, followed by Feast budgets and Festival 
assistance. Other topics covered on the first day 
were speaking assignments, manpower issues, Feast 
registration, special music and housing negotiations. 

After the meetings on day one, everyone enjoyed a 
group dinner hosted at the headquarters office.  

Feast Coordinators’ 
Conference

By Mark Winner
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Church          Potluck
What’s cooking in your congregation?

MINISTER VISITS 
CONGREGATION  

AFTER 21 MONTHS
After several unsuccessful attempts due to canceled 
flights and unpredictable health protocols in this island 
archipelago of the Philippines, my wife Florlin and I 
were finally able to visit our congregation in Tacloban on 
Sabbath, Nov. 20, 2021. 

But first, we had to accompany our son Bryce to Baguio 
to take up a job and settle there. From Baguio, Florlin and 
I traveled to Manila on Thursday, Nov. 18, for our flight to 
Tacloban the following day. Almost all of the hotels around 
the Manila airport are quarantine hotels. Even five-star 
hotels are being used as quarantine facilities. They won’t 
accept guests unless they have arrived from outside the 
country or are “in transit”—meaning you have to take a 
flight the following day. 

We booked a hotel, telling them that we were in transit. 
As soon as they confirmed our booking, they told us that 
once we checked in, we would not be allowed to go out 
until our check-out date. We also learned the cafeteria was 
temporarily closed. So, before we checked in, we bought 
some provisions. 

That evening we received a message from our airline 
telling us that Tacloban only needed our vaccination 
cards, with no other requirements. This was a welcome 
development. The following morning, we checked out early 
for our flight to Tacloban. At the airport we were thankful 
to be able to use the priority lane, which is for seniors and 
business-class passengers. (I really enjoy being a senior 
citizen in this country!)

Our faithful brethren in Tacloban, 23 of them, were very 
happy and excited to see us. The Sabbath service was held 
where they had gathered for the Feast this year. Afterward, 
we ate lunch together and enjoyed some wonderful 
extended fellowship. 

It didn’t end there, however. That evening we were 
invited to have dinner outside with 15 of our brethren. It 
was late at night before we bade them farewell, assuring 
them that we’d be back. Our future visits should be more 
regular, as many areas in the country have loosened up 
their protocols.

After one year and nine months, to be exact, we were 
finally able to travel freely to serve the brethren in 
this part of the country. We’re back home in Bacolod, 
exhausted but happy that with God’s help and blessing, we 
accomplished much during our trip.

Beltran Sison
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COLUMBIA ENJOYS  
POST-FEAST POTLUCK

On the Sabbath of Oct. 23, 2021, the Columbia, South 
Carolina, congregation had its first potluck since 2020. 

To say there was an abundance of food to be enjoyed would 
be an understatement—the only thing that could steal the 
spotlight was the long-awaited evening of relaxed fellowship.

After sundown, members spent the evening by holding an 
auction with a fun twist. Members who wanted to participate 
brought souvenirs from the Feast of Tabernacles sites they 
attended, and these items were then auctioned off. There 
were many fun and unusual things: wind chimes, Hawaiian-
style shirts, an Alaskan ulu knife, and a carved reindeer 
horn, to name a few. 

Items were presented and taken from table to table by 
young volunteers, so bidders could have a closer look before 
bidding began. It was a fast-paced evening—full of laughter 
that was much needed and enjoyed—and the auction raised 
over $700 for Foundation Outreach International.

Stephanie Campbell

After a very long 20 months, the U.S.-Canadian border 
opened and Mark and Cheryl Whynaucht were finally able 
to visit the brethren in Alberta. It was truly a wonderful 
reunion. They were able to visit most of the brethren, either 
in their home or in a restaurant for a meal. 

Everyone came together for the Sabbath in Red Deer, 
Alberta. After services, they were able to eat together 

at the hotel, and later in the evening, Mr. Whynaucht 
baptized Susan Sutherland, a young lady from the Calgary 
congregation. After having waited for so long for the 
borders to open, she invited everyone to stay and share 
this joyous event with her.

Mark Whynaucht

WHYNAUCHTS VISIT  
ALBERTA, CANADA, CONGREGATIONS



10 One Accord cogwa.org

HOUSTON SOUTH HONORS 
DEACONESS

After services on the 2021 Feast of Trumpets, the Houston 
South, Texas, congregation held a special ceremony to honor 
Ella Mae Tyrkalo for 50 years of service as a deaconess in 
God’s Church. 

Ella Mae was 29 when she was ordained a deaconess 
by Guy Engelbart, then pastor of the Denver, Colorado, 
congregation, on the Feast of Trumpets in 1971. She served 
as a deaconess in the Denver congregation until 1980, when 
she moved to Houston. 

Along with her many other areas of service, Ella Mae has 
served by performing special music during these past 50 years.  

Ella Mae’s journey started when she and her sister, 
Murleen Hill, met a baptizing tour in August 1960 in Dumas, 
Texas. They were both baptized by Richard Pinelli and 
recently celebrated their 61st baptism anniversary.  

Ella Mae and her husband, Paul Tyrkalo, currently attend 
the Houston South congregation.

Tim Waddle

What a perfect opportunity it was to visit with one of our 
shut-ins. Donna Hensley, a member of the Hickory, North 
Carolina, congregation, has had some health issues that have 
prevented her from traveling to Sabbath services for the past 
year and half. So, on Nov. 10, 2021, we took fellowship to her! 

There were 12 of us who met and had lunch at a local 
pizza parlor. We talked and laughed together for nearly 
three hours. It was an awe-inspiring afternoon spent 
with our church sisters.

Martha Roark

HICKORY LADIES TAKE FELLOWSHIP TO SHUT-IN
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FORT WORTH HOLDS 
CAMPOUT

On Oct. 29 and 30, 2021, the brethren of the Fort 
Worth, Texas, congregation were able to gather for 
fellowship and outdoor refreshment at the yearly 
fall campout held at picturesque Lake Mineral Wells 
State Park. 

The Jose and Carol Rodriguez family coordinated 
activities and camp reservations. While not all of 
the participants took advantage of the overnight 
camping—some choosing nearby glamping 
accommodations instead—most participated in one or 
more of the planned events. This included a gathering 
for hot chocolate on Sabbath evening, Sabbath school 
for the preteens, a ranger-led nature walk for all, and 
the traditional chili dinner on Saturday night.

There were 70 attendees for the Sabbath afternoon 
Bible study, where Rebel Jones expounded on what 
we can learn by spending time in God’s creation, with 
encouragement to focus on those things in nature that 
clearly reveal His fingerprints.

The beautiful, sunny fall days and clear, 
starlit nights enabled the brethren to fully enjoy 
conversation, laughter, campfires and surrounding 
wildlife and scenery. It was a joy to be able to  
watch the children play and brethren of all ages 
further bond during much-needed, much-overdue 
time together! 

All came away thankful and strengthened after 
a wonderful weekend, looking forward to the next 
opportunity for fellowship.

Tommie Briley
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ASHEVILLE GATHERS  
FOR PICNIC

On Oct. 23, 2021, around 25 of the Asheville, North 
Carolina, congregation and a couple of visitors gathered 
for a picnic in Mills River, North Carolina. Everyone 
was so excited to be able to have a church function after 
more than a year. There was a lot of talking, laughing 
and, of course, eating.  

Everyone had a great time!
Judy Ferenchiak

BELPRE CHILI COOK-OFF FOLLOWS 
WORK

On Nov. 14, 2021, members from the Athens, Ohio–Parkersburg, 
West Virginia, and Morgantown, West Virginia, congregations 
assembled together to help one of the local widows split and 
organize firewood that had been accumulated for the upcoming 
winter, as well as tidying up the yard where some of the wood had 
been resting for over a year.

Afterward, the members went to the meeting hall in Belpre, Ohio, 
to resume the annual chili cook-off, which had been interrupted by 
the pandemic in the previous year. A panel of six judges tested nine 
different chili recipes, and after much sampling, three winners 
were declared. 

The highly exalted first place went to Kayla Hauenstein. The 
runners-up were Samuel Travers (second place) and Brenda Gaug 
(third place). After the judging, the brethren enjoyed the chili and 
various other foods that were brought. 

It was a delightful time, with excellent fellowship and some 
wonderful food!

Joshua Travers
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We encourage members to 
send announcements to be 
featured in One Accord. We 
feature events in members’ 
lives, including baptisms, 
births, engagements, 
weddings, significant 
anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 60, 
etc.), and obituaries. Typically 
they run between 50 and 100 
words; however, we ask that  
all submissions stay under  
250 words. Please submit a 
high-resolution color photo 
along with the written copy to 
your congregation’s reporter.

Tyler Matthew Pavlik

Susan Sutherland

Matt and Erica Pavlik of the 
Cleveland, Ohio, congregation are 
happy to announce the birth of Tyler 
Matthew on Oct. 13, 2021. Tyler was 
born at 6:59 a.m. and was 8 pounds 
and 19½ inches long. 

Big sister Hailey and brothers 
Jacob and Luke were very excited to 
welcome Tyler into the family.

Erica Pavlik

Births

Dave and Terry Pavlik

Marti and Mark Springer

The Akron-Canton, Ohio, congregation 
celebrated longtime members Dave 
and Terry Pavlik on the Sabbath of 
Oct. 23, 2021, in honor of their 50th 
wedding anniversary.  

The Pavliks were married on Sept. 25, 
1971, in Canal Fulton, Ohio. They have 
three sons, Mike (Sarah), Matt (Erica) and 
Nick (Audry), and eight grandchildren, 
Elizabeth, Eleanor, Hailey, Lexi, Jacob, 
Caleb, Luke and Tyler. 

Dave and Terry are faithfully devoted 
to serving as elder and wife to the 
congregation. They were presented with 
a beautiful bouquet of fresh flowers and 
handmade cards from the congregation.

Carly Kovatch

Mark and Marti Springer, of Milford, 
Ohio, observed their 50th wedding 
anniversary on Aug. 28, 2021. They 
celebrated with a trip to Alaska, 
courtesy of their daughters, Kerianne 
and Beth Erin, and son-in-law, Tyler. 

The Springers attend the Cincinnati- 
Dayton, Ohio, congregation.

Jennifer Foster

Anniversaries

On Saturday evening, Oct. 23, 2021, 
Susan Sutherland, of the Calgary, 
Alberta, congregation, was baptized 
by the pastor, Mark Whynaucht.  

Since the U.S.-Canadian border had 
been closed for almost 20 months, this 
was truly a joyous occasion. Susan’s 
family and most of the Calgary and 
Edmonton brethren were also present 
to share this very special event. 

It was a very exciting experience for 
those who were in attendance and was 
followed by hugs and a few tears. It is 
also encouraging to know that there 
was rejoicing in heaven. We welcome 
Susan to the Body of Christ. 

Mark Whynaucht

Baptisms
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Bethany Holman

On June 16, 2021, family, campers 
and staff rejoiced at the baptism of 
Bethany Holman into the Body of 
Christ! 

Bethany was baptized during 
preteen Camp Cherokee, a camp 
she has attended and served at for 
many years. Bethany decided she 
would like to be baptized at camp 
due to the impact it has had on her 
life and as a positive example to the 
campers—many of whom had never 
before witnessed a baptism. The 
ceremony was performed by the four 
elders serving at camp this year. It 
was an encouraging ceremony for all 
in attendance.  

Bethany is a fourth-generation 
member of the Church of God and 
currently attends services in the St. 
Louis, Missouri, congregation along 
with her parents, Brian and Tammy 
Holman.

Amanda Willoughby

Dwight Teel
Dwight Teel was baptized by David 
Register at the home of Justin and 
Tiffany Plagenza on July 11, 2021. 

Dwight is a retired Air Force 
helicopter pilot and recently retired 
again after working several years 
as a pilot and aircraft mechanic for 
a crop-dusting firm in California’s 
Central Valley. 

Dwight attends the Stockton, 
California, congregation.

David Register

Steve Gaunavinaka and  
Megan Smith

The Stockton, California, congregation 
welcomed Steve Gaunavinaka and 
Megan Smith to the Body of Christ 
when they were baptized at the home 
of Justin and Tiffany Plagenza by 
David Register on March 7, 2021. 

Steve is originally from Fiji, where 
he was introduced to God’s truth as 
a child through family members. He 
came to the United States over 20 
years ago to study nursing and now 
owns his own nursing care business 
with his wife, Sue. They have two 
children. 

Megan has two young children and 
is currently a college student. She 
attends the Stockton congregation 
with her mother and brother. 

David Register

Philip Scarborough
The Kansas City, Kansas, congregation 
is pleased to announce the baptism 
of Philip Benjamin Scarborough. The 
baptism ceremony and laying on of 
hands were performed by his pastor, 
Caleb Froedge, on a beautiful summer 
evening, and Philip was surrounded 
by family and friends. 

Philip is a fourth-generation 
baptized member, and we are 
thankful and encouraged to welcome 
him into the Body of Christ.

Caleb Froedge

Mina and Ethan Snyder

On Saturday night, Dec. 11, 2021, 
family and friends gathered at the 
home of Larry and Shirlene Solomon 
to witness the baptism of Ethan and 
Mina Snyder by their pastor, Larry 
Solomon. Some of Mina’s family in 
New Zealand were able to be a part 
of the celebration as well through a 
video call. 

Ethan and Mina are members in the 
Twin Cities, Minnesota, congregation.

Larry Solomon

Tavi Wheeler

Tavi Wheeler, of the Central New 
Jersey congregation, was baptized on 
Thursday, Aug. 12, 2021, in a man-
made lake, called Bubbling Springs. 
Her father, Alan Wheeler, a local elder, 
assisted the pastor, Kevin Epps, during 
the ceremony. 

Tavi, 22, and her family have spent 
many years swimming in this lake. 
So it was appropriate and meaningful 
to be baptized here. The lake officials 
were happy to close off a section of it 
for the baptism. 

Also in attendance were Tavi’s 
mother, Robin; her siblings, Hannah 
and Matthew; and her longtime friend, 
Kayla Epps. Afterward we enjoyed a 
meal at a nearby restaurant, another 
family-favorite place. 

Kevin Epps
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Shirley Topovski

Evelyn Landers

Grady Penney

Obituaries

Shirley Topovski, a faithful member of 
the Akron-Canton, Ohio, congregation 
for over 60 years, died on Tuesday, 
Jan. 19, 2021, following a period of 
declining health.   

Shirley was born on April 23, 1937, 
in Wooster, Ohio, to Jacob and Bertha 
Elser. She was an elementary school 
teacher in the Northwestern School 
District in Wooster, Ohio. 

After her retirement, she went on 
to educate adults through the ABLE 
program at the Ashland County-West 
Holmes Career Center, helping them 
to obtain their GED. She was a member 
of the Unity Singers, the People to 
People Student Ambassador Program 
and the Northwestern Ruritans.

Shirley had a love and a passion 
for the outdoors and wildlife, writing 
poetry, travel, and music, especially 
piano. She gave private piano lessons 
to hundreds of students, performed at 
many weddings, provided beautiful 
special music during church services, 
and was an amazing accompaniment 
to hymns and the choir.

Shirley is survived by her four sons, 
Mark Topovski, Gregg Topovski, Neil 
(Dawn) Topovski and Brian (Heather) 
Topovski; nine grandchildren and 
nine great-grandchildren; siblings 
Vicki Ickes, Christy Kovatch and 
Randy (Deb) Elser.  

She was preceded in death by her 
parents; her husband of over 50 years, 
Steve Topovski; and her siblings, 
Connie Tooley Bauer and Lowell Elser.

Shirley’s warm smile, positive 
outlook on life, and example will be 
greatly missed by all who knew her.

Carly Kovatch

Evelyn Landers, a longtime member 
of the Atlanta, Georgia, congregation, 
passed away on Thursday, Nov. 9, 
2021, at the age of 88. She was a 
lively member of the Church with a 
beautiful smile, a hearty laugh and 
wonderful stories.  

Mrs. Landers loved attending 
services. She was always one of the 
first to arrive at Sabbath services, 
especially to greet the little ones in the 
congregation and to present them with 
a gift on their birthday. She also loved 
her cats.  

She is survived by two sisters, 
Agnes Davis and Jeannette Stricklin; 
several nephews and cousins; and a 
congregational family that she loved 
dearly. We will cherish her memory 

Grady Penney, a deacon in the 
Trenton, Georgia, congregation, died 
of COVID-19 related complications 
on Oct. 11, 2021. He was a longtime 
member and pillar in the church area.

Grady was born Jan. 2, 1934, to 
Albert and Delphia McGuire Penney. 
(He enjoyed pointing out to others that 
his birthday was 1/2/34.) As a young 
boy, Grady contracted rheumatic fever, 
which left him with a heart problem. 
Despite the doctors’ dire predictions, 
Grady grew to adulthood, married, 
had children and grandchildren, and 
worked to the age of retirement.

In the mid-1960s, Grady and his 
brother began attending the Church 
of God, driving about two hours (one 
way) to Knoxville, Tennessee. Soon 
their spouses and children began 
attending too. Grady was baptized on 
Sept. 15, 1968.

Grady was a passionate, committed 
servant. He was ordained a deacon 
April 22, 1978. He willingly served the 
youth (in sports) and those in need. 
Even at 87, he arrived at services ready 
to help set up the hall. 

Grady had many talents and enjoyed 
gardening, fishing, woodworking 
and other crafts, and history. He had 
a great sense of humor and loved 
making others laugh.

Grady was preceded in death by his 
parents; three brothers, Evan, James 
and Calvin; and sister, Velma Walker.

Grady was a dedicated family man 
and will be sorely missed by Charlotte, 
his loving wife of 64 years, and by his 
son Dale and daughter Theresa and 
their families. 

Grady is greatly missed by the 
Trenton congregation. We look 
forward to the resurrection when we 
will see him again.

Annette Epperson

Mark Goff

David Register, pastor of the Stockton, 
California, congregation, baptized 
Mark Goff on Aug. 29, 2021, in Mark’s 
backyard pool. 

Mark retired from managing a 
convention center and is now working 
as a real estate agent. He attended God’s 
Church with his wife, Christine, also a 
member, for several years. 

They both attend in Stockton.
David Register

and look forward to seeing her in the 
resurrection at the last day. 

Chant’a Collier



Passport to I taly
2022 Dallas Teen Formal

Saturday, February 26, 2022 
Dinner 6 p.m. 

Senior presentation and dance to follow 

Courtyard Dallas-Allen at Allen Event Center 
210 E. Stacy Road 
Allen, TX  75002

Registration and event details:  
cogwadallas.org/teens


Questions:  Please contact Rachel Hansen 972-816-9096 or rachel.hansen@sbcglobal.net

https://cogwadallas.org/teens
mailto:rachel.hansen%40sbcglobal.net?subject=

