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T the administration at the office recorded five 
messages that can be downloaded at any of our 
sites where there is a need. 

In addition to the extra messages, my annual 
Feast message is scheduled to be shown on the 
second day of the Feast in all U.S. sites. This year I 
chose my title from 2 Corinthians 1:3, where Paul 
refers to God the Father as the “Father of mercies 
and God of all comfort.” Truly this world needs 
mercy and comfort, since there is so much tragedy 
and suffering wherever you look.

If you think about it, these are two of the 
foundational principles for the world tomorrow 
(or, as we put it in the title of our booklet, “the 
world to come”). Without mercy (we all need 
mercy instead of justice) there would be no future 
world. Everyone would be lost. And given the 
horrible events described in prophecy for the end 
time, there will be a need for comfort for those 
who survive and are alive at the beginning of the 
1,000 years.

Consider Christ’s statement in Luke 4:18, where 
(quoting from Isaiah 61) He described His return to 
“heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives.” I pray daily for all of you that the final 
four holy days of this year will be exciting and full 
of meaning! I am looking forward to an amazing 
Feast of Tabernacles, and I hope you are as well! 

The Feast of Tabernacles requires detailed 
planning, both individually and for the Church as 
an organization. 

This year is, in some ways, similar to last year 
when it comes to travel arrangements. If you are 
like my wife and me, you thought you had things 
arranged, only to discover that your choice of 
flights had been changed. 

In our case, we were trying to get from Tucson 
to El Salvador during the Feast without missing 
any of the services. In order to get to El Salvador, 
we have to return to Dallas on Saturday evening. 
Originally, there was a nonstop flight from Tucson 
to Dallas early in the evening that would have 
been perfect! I say “would have been” because a 
couple of weeks later we discovered that it had 
been canceled. Now we must fly from Tucson 
to Phoenix and then on to Dallas. It will make 
for a late night prior to departing to El Salvador 
the next morning, but we felt it was better than 
missing services on the Sabbath in Tucson.

Of course, these are minor irritations in a 
year that has seen more severe things happen. 
It saddens me to hear of those who have been 
stricken with the virus. While Church members 
have done well overall, some have become 
seriously ill and some have been hospitalized. 
The new Delta variant is still spreading around 
the country, and because of this, we are making 
contingency plans at some of our U.S. Feast sites, 
just in case. We are still optimistic that all will be 
fine come September, but the severity of the spread 
varies widely around the country.

In addition to the physical challenges 
of the Feast this year, the ministry has the 
responsibility of preparing the spiritual food 
that we will all partake of during the Feast. In 
recent years, we have set a goal of preparing, in 
advance of the Feast, several sermons that can 
be used in areas of the world where we can’t send 
speakers. This year there are quite a few countries 
that will not allow travel into the country 
without several days of quarantine. So, this year 

Jim Franks
President
Church of God, a Worldwide Association

personal from the president
Preparing for the Feast in the Midst of a Pandemic
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T
he Feast of Tabernacles is one of the highlights of 
the year for God’s people around the world. It is 
an opportunity to travel to different parts of the 
country and, for many, an opportunity to travel 

internationally. The Feast (combined with the Last Great 
Day) affords us eight days to fellowship, worship God and 
enjoy the blessings God has given us. It is something we all 
look forward to. As these days approach, our excitement 
builds, and we often talk about having “Feast fever.” When 
we read about the Feast in the Bible, we see clearly that God 
wants us to rejoice and enjoy this time (Deuteronomy 16:14).

Even though we enjoy travel, seeing the sights and 
having time off from work and school, these are not the 
main reasons we are to attend the Feast. When we look 
at the instructions for keeping the Feast in the Bible, we 
see a phrase that is important to keep in mind. In the first 
sentence of Leviticus 23:41 we read, “You shall keep it as a 
feast to the Lord for seven days in the year.” 

Keeping the Feast to the Lord is what needs to be our 
focus. It’s not about our having a vacation; it is about our 
honoring God by keeping the Feast in a way that is pleasing 
to Him. How do we keep the Feast to the Lord? Let’s look at 
some things we should focus on. 
1. Focus on preparing for the Feast. Throughout the 

year, we prepare for the Feast in the way God has 
instructed us by being faithful in saving our second 
tithe. Deuteronomy 14:22 refers to a tithe that is used 
to be able to go and enjoy the Feast. When you look 
up the meaning of the word tithe here, it means a 
tenth that is accumulated or saved. Traveling to the 
Feast, staying in a hotel, eating out and seeing the 
many sights can get expensive, so God has instructed 
us to set aside a tithe just for the festivals and mainly 
for the Feast of Tabernacles. Just as God blesses us for 
tithing to the work of the Church, He also blesses us 
when we save our second tithe.

2. Focus on what the Feast pictures. It can be easy to 
get distracted by all there is to see and do, but we 
must make sure we keep God’s intended purpose 
for the festival at the forefront of our mind. In 
Revelation 20 we see the phrase thousand years 
mentioned six times. It is clear that in God’s plan the 
Feast of Tabernacles pictures His 1,000-year reign 
on this earth before the second resurrection occurs. 

This will be the time when Christ and those in the 
first resurrection will set up God’s government on 
this earth. Those alive at that time will be given an 
opportunity to be taught and understand the truth, 
and the Bible shows that they will be ready to hear 
and learn God’s way (Isaiah 2:2-4; Zechariah 8:20-22). 
This will be an exciting time, and God wants us to 
focus on that.

3. Focus on learning. The Feast of Tabernacles is a once-
a-year learning opportunity that is unlike any other. 
The Bible shows that those who are called now are not 
only called for salvation but are also being prepared 
to be rulers and teachers during the Millennium 
(Revelation 5:10). In the book of Ezra, we see that while 
Ezra was in captivity, he studied God’s way and lived 
by it to prepare himself to teach God’s way to those 
who would be coming out of captivity (Ezra 7:10). 
While we are at the Feast, we will have the opportunity 
to hear Bible studies and daily sermonettes and 
sermons. One of the major responsibilities Jesus 
Christ has given His ministry is to feed the flock 
(John 21:15-17), and the Feast is a time when we have 
access to an abundance of spiritual food. One of the 

 Keep the Feast to the Lord
By Larry Solomon

The Feast of Tabernacles is about 
honoring God and keeping the Feast in a 
way that is pleasing to Him. What should 
we focus on as we keep the Feast?
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reasons God has us keep the Feast is to learn to fear 
Him (Deuteronomy 14:23). We can ask God to help us 
focus and concentrate on the messages so that we can 
effectively teach others His plan of salvation during 
the Millennium.

4. Focus on giving a good Feast. We have often heard 
in the Church that there are two ways of life—the 
“give way” and the “get way”—and that God’s way 
is the “give way” (Acts 20:35). There will be many 
opportunities to give at the Feast this year, including 
volunteering and serving. A lot goes into organizing 
the Feast, and it takes many people working together 
to make the Feast run smoothly. One of the things 
God wants us to be developing is an attitude of not 
just taking care of ourselves, but looking out for 
others and being willing to serve and help them 
(Philippians 2:3-8). 

5. Focus on setting a good example. Over the years, we 
have heard reports from the different Feast sites and 
comments about the impact of our members on local 
communities. They noticed the positive attitudes, 
the well-behaved children and the friendliness of the 
members. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus Christ 
taught that a Christian is to be a light to the world 
(Matthew 5:14-16). This year’s camp theme is “Lights in 
the Darkness,” and really that should be something we 
all focus on at all times.

6. Focus on staying close to God. Although I am 
mentioning it last, the most important thing we 
should focus on at the Feast is staying close to God 
every day. Jesus Christ, David and Daniel are all 
examples of individuals who had very busy lives but 
still made staying close to God a top priority. They 
made time to pray to God throughout the day (Luke 
5:15-16; Daniel 6:10), and we can too.

In Zechariah 14:16 we read of a 
future time, pictured by the Feast 
of Tabernacles, when many will be 
learning to keep the Feast. They will 
“go up from year to year to worship 
the King, the Lord of hosts, and to 
keep the Feast of Tabernacles.” 

We have that opportunity now, and 
we can take full advantage of it and 
make this a truly great Feast if we will 
sincerely focus on keeping the Feast to 
the Lord. OA
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T
here is no doubt that 2020 and 2021 have presented 
challenges. Face coverings and social distancing 
made it difficult for many to be able to attend even 
weekly Sabbath services. For some, virus restrictions 

meant not being able to meet at all. For others, the state, 
county or city guidelines made it more difficult, with 
additional sets of rules and regulations.

Some voluntarily chose to stay at home from 
services until the pandemic subsides. Others followed 
the guidelines, but were back at services at the first 
opportunity. It’s not a matter of one choice being more right 
than the other, but because of the pandemic, there is no 
doubt that life has changed!

But now we come to the Feast of Tabernacles—a long-
awaited time in the year that is much different from 
the other holy days. With this Festival we see a direct 
command to keep the Feast—in a certain place and for a 
certain amount of time! There are lessons to be learned 
from this. We save our second tithe as commanded, but 
God tells us where and how to use it.

Where is the tithe to be used?
“You may not eat within your gates the tithe of your grain 
or your new wine or your oil, of the firstborn of your herd 
or your flock, of any of your offerings which you vow, of 
your freewill offerings, or of the heave offering of your 
hand. But you must eat them before the Lord your God in 
the place which the Lord your God chooses, you and your 
son and your daughter, your male servant and your female 
servant, and the Levite who is within your gates; and you 
shall rejoice before the Lord your God in all to which you 
put your hands” (Deuteronomy 12:17-18).

In this scripture we see a clear command to use our 
second tithe in a specific place. It’s not to be used at home 
unless there are health or similar reasons that would 
prevent one from attending the Feast.

Keeping the entire Feast
There is sometimes another misunderstanding—that we are 
commanded to keep only the holy days, that is, the first day 
of the Feast and the Last Great Day. Some look at the holy 
days as the “bookends” to the Feast and consider the rest 
of the Feast to be optional. But it is a mistake to think that 
if you cannot get off of work, or if you choose to leave the 

Feast early, you are still keeping the Feast “as long as you 
keep the two holy days.” 

Leviticus 23:34-36 states, “Speak to the children of Israel, 
saying: ‘The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be 
the Feast of Tabernacles for seven days to the Lord. On 
the first day there shall be a holy convocation. You shall 
do no customary work on it. For seven days you shall offer 
an offering made by fire to the Lord. On the eighth day 

Keeping the 
Entire Feast

Is it just the holy 
days that we’re 
commanded to keep? 
Or is it the entire 
Feast of Tabernacles 
and Last Great Day  ?

By Paul Carter
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you shall have a holy convocation, and you shall offer an 
offering made by fire to the Lord. It is a sacred assembly, 
and you shall do no customary work on it.”

The Feast of Tabernacles is for seven days! And then we 
are to keep or observe the next holy day, the Last Great Day. 
Yes, the first day of the Feast is a holy day, but the entire 
seven-day Feast is commanded! That means we are to keep 
all seven days plus the Last Great Day!

Keep the Feast of the Lord for seven days
This passage in Leviticus continues: “Also on the fifteenth 
day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the 
fruit of the land, you shall keep the feast of the Lord for 
seven days; on the first day there shall be a Sabbath-rest, 
and on the eighth day a Sabbath-rest. And you shall take 
for yourselves on the first day the fruit of beautiful trees, 
branches of palm trees, the boughs of leafy trees, and 
willows of the brook; and you shall rejoice before the Lord 
your God for seven days. You shall keep it as a feast to the 
Lord for seven days in the year. It shall be a statute forever 
in your generations. You shall celebrate it in the seventh 
month” (Leviticus 23:39-41).

God’s Word clearly tells us to “keep”—or “observe”—the 
entire Feast and to “rejoice” for the entire seven days in the 
place that He has chosen. We aren’t given another option! 
God’s Word is clear! The word keep used here means to 
“observe,” or to practice or rehearse something with the 
idea of doing it over and over. To “rejoice” is to make merry 
or to be happy and excited. How can one truly rejoice for 

the entire time, if we are not “there” for the entire Feast that 
God has prepared?  

Sadly, some don’t view the daily services at the Feast with the 
same zeal that the apostle Paul had in keeping the festivals of 
God. Paul said, “I must by all means keep this coming Feast!” 
(Acts 18:21). It is thought that he was speaking of the Feast of 
Tabernacles!  What commitment and what zeal! 

Will you be there?
There are some who have health problems or other 
legitimate reasons that they cannot attend the Feast in 
person this year. But what about the rest of us? Will we 
be there? And will we be keeping the Feast by taking in 
the messages that we have asked God to have His hand in 
preparing? Will we skip out before the last service of the 
Feast or miss the entire Last Great Day, because we want to 
get a jump on traffic or need to get back to work early?  

God established the second tithe to provide what we need 
to keep the entire Feast of Tabernacles and the Last Great 
Day, as well as enable our travel to and from the Feast. How 
we plan and prepare and use it is up to each of us.

We’ve gone through unique times,  to say the least! Much 
has taken place, and God’s people have been tested and 
tried. We should have a longing and desire to be with one 
another—even more now than at any other time. The Feast 
that God has prepared, and invited us to be a part of, is just 
around the corner. 

We look forward to celebrating the entire eight-day festival 
with all our brethren at our Feast sites around the world. OA
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On July 24, 2021, Bill and Cheryl Jahns officially 
ended their full-time ministry of serving the people 
of God. Theirs has been a journey that has lasted 50 

years and spanned two continents and several states—one 
filled with memories, lasting friendships and life lessons.

In the early 1960s, Bill Jahns was attending Washington 
State University to become a petroleum engineer when he 
first heard the distinctive voice of Herbert W. Armstrong 
on The World Tomorrow radio broadcast. He was attracted 
to Mr. Armstrong’s teachings about creation and the 
Sabbath. But only after graduating and landing a job with 
Humble Oil Company would he revisit those fascinating 
topics and more. 

Eventually he was led to make a decision that would 
change his life and alter his future—in 1966 he enrolled as 
a student at Ambassador College. That decision was met 
with such opposition from his parents that he was virtually 
disowned for a time.

Cheryl (Rainbolt) Jahns has been associated with 
God’s Church since the age of 9. Her mother and father 
also listened to Mr. Armstrong’s broadcasts, and in 1959 
her mother traveled from their home in Hobbs, New 
Mexico, to Denver, Colorado, to meet a baptizing tour 
conducted by Allen Manteufel and Gerald Waterhouse, 
representatives of the Radio (Worldwide) Church of 
God. In 1965 Cheryl, too, enrolled to attend classes at 
Ambassador College in Pasadena, California.

Service begins
In May 1968 during an Ambassador College forum, Mr. 
Armstrong announced the names of 25 men who received 
summer assignments as ministerial trainees in local 
churches. Bill Jahns was among them and was sent to assist 
the pastor of the Fresno, California, congregation. Though 
still a full-time student with one more year to complete, his 
journey of service had begun.

Bill Jahns and Cheryl Rainbolt graduated in 1969 and 
were married on June 1 of the same year. From then on, 
Mr. and Mrs. Jahns fulfilled numerous assignments in 

Missouri (their two daughters, Rachael and Laura, were 
born in St. Louis), Illinois, Florida, Minnesota (his first 
pastorate), Wisconsin, Ohio, Wyoming, Utah, Idaho, 
Oregon and Colorado. 

These were followed by a relocation to South Africa 
where they served for five years. Then it was back stateside 
for a year as associate pastor in Houston, Texas, and 
finally, for the past 13 years, to serve congregations in Ohio 
and West Virginia. Additional responsibilities along the 
way included acting as Feast coordinator for Snowmass, 
Colorado, and assisting at various youth camps.

Seeing growth
When Mr. Jahns was asked what he enjoyed most about 
working with people over the years, his response echoed 
those of other ministerial retirees: watching people change 
and grow. “I saw people change their lives because of God’s 
truth. Many came to have a better relationship with God 
because of knowing the truths of the Bible.”

He treasured “seeing the dedication of people in Malawi 
[in Africa], who are very poor. In spite of this, many are 
dedicated to keeping God’s commandments, even though 
they live in a country that has its challenges. They are 
willing to risk their jobs in order to keep God’s holy days.” 

He recalled a deadly drought that plagued that country, 
forcing some to forage for mushrooms just to stay alive. The 
Church was able to give each person $50 (a substantial sum 
in their economy), and none of them starved. 

While their years serving in Malawi had many 
challenges, a bright spot was when their daughters were 

Reflections
Journeys

a Lifetime of Ministry

and

Bill and Cheryl  
Jahns
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1968  Summer trainee, Fresno, California
1969-1972 Trainee/assistant pastor, St. Louis, Missouri; Belleville, Illinois
1970  Ordained into the ministry
1973-1974  Associate pastor, St. Petersburg, Florida
1974-1984  Pastor, St. Paul, Minnesota; Eau Claire, Wisconsin
1984-1992  Pastor, Akron, Ohio
1992-1995  Pastor, Salt Lake City, Utah; Green River, Wyoming
1995-2001  Pastor, Salt Lake City, Utah; Boise and Twin Falls, Idaho; Baker City, Oregon
2001-2002  Pastor, Salt Lake City, Utah; Twin Falls, Idaho; Grand Junction, Colorado
2002-2007  Pastor, Johannesburg, South Africa; Blantyre and Lilongwe, Malawi
2007-2008  Associate pastor, Houston, Texas
2008-2021  Pastor, Morgantown, West Virginia; Athens, Ohio–Parkersburg, West Virginia

The following are the congregations that the Jahns served between 1968 and 2021:

On the Road Again

able to visit them and experience firsthand the realities 
of that part of Africa—the everyday challenges to survive 
contrasted with the exotic beauty of African wildlife.

God’s intervention
The Jahns remember God’s hand in healings, particularly 
the “spectacular” ones. Mr. Jahns recalled one in particular: 

“My parents were very antagonistic against the Church, 
and they came to visit us in the St. Louis area years ago. 
Cheryl got a severe headache just before they were to arrive 
and was instantly healed after I anointed her! When my 
parents arrived, she was feeling fine.”

And as for answered prayers, Mrs. Jahns shared this one: 
“Regarding a stressful job situation at the University of 
Utah, I was working nights and had just gotten so tired that 
I was praying for a day job. I got up from the prayer in tears, 
and Bill called me and said the Church was asking for a 
volunteer to go to South Africa. My first thought was well, 
God, that is not what I expected, but then the first words 
out of my mouth were ‘When can we go?’ The answer was so 
profound to me.” Perhaps more than one prayer had been 
answered that night.

Over the years of their service, one takeaway has been 
writ large: “It is important that we remain faithful to God’s 
truth even though there are severe difficulties. Many are 
not here today and have forgotten what they knew in the 
past. We must hold fast!”

Another chapter
A new chapter is beginning for the Jahns, as they have 
moved to Texas to be near family. Hellos are usually happy 
and upbeat. Good-byes can be punctuated with tears and 
heartfelt emotions. 

In a recent Facebook post, Mrs. Jahns expressed it best 
to their congregations: “An incredible 13 years with our 
Athens/Parkersburg and Morgantown congregations. Much 
love and hope for a future filled with the look to a future 
of peace for our whole world. You all have been the wind 
beneath our wings these past years. Our prayers and love 
will be with each and every one of you.” OA
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Our 2020 independent audit was completed in June, 
and we are happy to share the results with our 
Church members and donors, who generously 

support the Church of God, a Worldwide Association, Inc. 
We are very thankful to report that income received 

for 2020 was just under $13.8 million—the highest in our 
history. This was a 5.4 percent increase over 2019, which 
was also a strong year, with income just over $13 million. 
Total expenses for 2020 and 2019 were about $11.6 million 
and $12.5 million respectively. 

In both years our income exceeded expenses. This results 
in a very positive and stable financial position for the Church 
and enables the Church to build a cash reserve for expenses 
going forward. Because of COVID-19 and the ensuing 
restrictions, our expenses were markedly lower in 2020. This 
added to our very positive cash flow and bank reserves.

We acknowledge that these blessings come from God the 
Father and Jesus Christ, who continue to bless our income. 
Especially in today’s challenging and difficult times, we 
recognize that it is only by God’s continued grace, mercy 
and blessing that we have experienced sound financial 
health over these past 10 years.

We extend our deepest thanks and appreciation for 
the generosity and faithfulness of the brethren and 
others who support the Church by giving tithes and 
offerings. We ask that you continue to pray for us to have 
wisdom and discretion as we follow Christ’s lead in our 
stewardship of the resources He provides. 

This year’s audited financial statement is for the 
years ending Dec. 31, 2020, and 2019. In a confirmation 
letter dated July 6, our independent auditing firm, 
Henry & Peters, P.C., of Tyler, Texas, gave us a favorable, 
“unqualified” opinion that the financial statements 
accurately present the Church’s financial position and 
results of operations for 2020 and, by comparison, for 2019. 

The unqualified opinion reflects our independent 
auditor’s judgment that, without any identified 
exceptions, our financial records and statements are 
fairly and appropriately presented and are in accordance 
with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP).

These results not only positively reflect the 
performance of the financial operations of the Church 
of God, a Worldwide Association, Inc., but the entire 
organization’s approach to its fiscal responsibilities. 
The Ministerial Board of Directors and administration 
are committed to continuously improving the Church’s 
operations and being the best stewards we can be of 
the financial resources God provides us to do His work. 
An unqualified opinion is just one indication of that 
commitment.

Below we have presented several statements related to 
the Church’s operations for the year ending Dec. 31, 2020. 

Go to the following link to view the audited financial 
statements and related unqualified opinion online:  
members.cogwa.org/uploads/Church_of_God_a_
Worldwide_Association_2020_Audit.pdf  

2020 Annual Audit  
Blessings in a Pandemic

The Church weathered 2020 well financially. Our annual independent audit is complete 
and shows the Church to be in a positive and stable financial position.

By Britton Taylor

https://members.cogwa.org/uploads/Church_of_God_a_Worldwide_Association_2020_Audit.pdf
https://members.cogwa.org/uploads/Church_of_God_a_Worldwide_Association_2020_Audit.pdf


September/October 2021 11

Without With
Donor Donor

Restrictions Restrictions Total
REVENUES, GAINS AND OTHER SUPPORT

Tithes and offerings, individuals 9,902,928$    -$                   9,902,928$    
Local congregation contributions 50,910 -                     50,910           
Holy Day/Festival Fund offerings 3,072,319 -                     3,072,319      
Temporarily restricted contributions -                     670,180         670,180         
Interest and investment income 7,172 -                     7,172             
Other income 42,433 -                     42,433           
Net assets released from restrictions:

Satisfaction of program restrictions 670,180         (670,180)        -                     
Total revenues, gains and other support 13,745,942    -                     13,745,942    

EXPENSES 
Program services:

Public proclamation 1,310,337      -                     1,310,337      
Congregational care 4,701,562      -                     4,701,562      
Education 217,790         -                     217,790         
Festivals 550,039         -                     550,039         
International 2,080,014      -                     2,080,014      

Total program services 8,859,742      -                     8,859,742      
General and administrative:

Headquarters office, management and administrative 1,077,799      -                     1,077,799      
Board of directors 5,995             -                     5,995             
Insurance and related 1,626,670      -                     1,626,670      

Total general and administrative 2,710,464      -                     2,710,464      
Total expenses 11,570,206    -                     11,570,206    

     Change in net assets 2,175,736      -                     2,175,736      

NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF YEAR 5,898,280      -                     5,898,280      

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR 8,074,016$    -$                   8,074,016$    

CHURCH OF GOD, A WORLDWIDE ASSOCIATION, INC.
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2020

See accompanying notes to financial statements. -5-

Headquarters
Office,

Public Congregational Management and Board of Insurance and
Proclamation Care Education Festivals International Administrative Directors Related Total

  EXPENSES
Bank services and fees -$                   -$                        -$                -$                -$                     84,859$                 -$               -$                     84,859$           
Building and equipment lease/rental 443 10,436                53,255 108,559      1,787                -                            -                 -                       174,480           
Contracted services and fees 181,501 -                          -                  -                  -                       87,456                   -                 -                       268,957           
Depreciation -                     -                          -                  -                  -                       132,487                 -                 -                       132,487           
Domestic support:
  Discretionary assistance -                     177,711              -                  106,555      99,509 -                            -                 69,650             453,425           
  Discretionary retirement pay -                     -                          -                  -                  -                       -                            -                 639,851           639,851           
  Insurance and health care -                     -                          -                  -                  -                       -                            -                 917,169 917,169           
  Interest -                     9,341                  -                  -                  -                       165,741                 -                 -                       175,082           
  Internet and related 119,063 -                          -                  -                  -                       5,143                     -                 -                       124,206           
  Local congregation subsidies -                     1,147,150           -                  -                  -                       -                            -                 -                       1,147,150        
  Other 1,745 25,480 2,714 262 -                       44,207 -                 -                       74,408             
  Postage and shipping 81,538 3,825 -                  -                  9,781 1,388                     -                 -                       96,532             
  Printing 91,019 2,249                  -                  -                  -                       -                            -                 -                       93,268             
  Salaries and related expenses 734,266 2,930,730 120,573 322,428      647,053 462,456 -                 -                       5,217,506        
  Supplies 76,367 4,987 4,619 2,946          2,126 9,674 4                -                       100,723           
  Telephone and utilities 1,957 26,954                -                  -                  2,515 40,923 -                 -                       72,349             
  Travel, mileage, meals and lodging 4,671 353,735 10,059 7,694 116,270            12,059 5,991         -                       510,479           
  Youth camp and activities -                     -                          26,570 1,595          -                       -                            -                 -                       28,165             
Equipment and facilities 17,767 8,964 -                  -                  -                       31,406                   -                 -                       58,137             
Grants and charitable support:
  International subsidies -                     -                          -                  -                  1,200,973         -                            -                 -                       1,200,973        

  Total expenses 1,310,337$    4,701,562$         217,790$     550,039$    2,080,014$       1,077,799$            5,995$       1,626,670$      11,570,206$    

CHURCH OF GOD, A WORLDWIDE ASSOCIATION, INC.
STATEMENT OF FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2020

Program Services General and Administrative

See accompanying notes to financial statements. -7-
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“Have the events of the past year made you wonder  
what lies ahead?” asked Media operation manager 

Clyde Kilough. 
Heads nodded around the room. This past year has 

been filled with all manner of challenges, trials, conflicts 
and unexpected curveballs. The theme of the 2021 
International Ministerial Conference had practically 
selected itself. 

Mr. Kilough continued, “I doubt anyone here has not 
asked himself, ‘What else might come that we don’t know 
about? What else lies around the corner?’”

For two days—beginning on Monday, Aug. 23—around 
275 elders, pastors, wives and Church employees came 
together to hear presentations themed around “Spiritual 
Leadership in Perilous Times: Learning From the Past, 
Preparing for the Future.”

“Things That Never Change”
In his keynote address, President Jim Franks examined 
the current state of the world. “Something is going on. 

Spiritual Leadership  
in Perilous Times
International Ministerial Conference
By Jeremy Lallier

People are frustrated, angry and confused,” he said, 
adding, “The two words that describe the world today are 
lies and confusion. We’re told God is not the author of 
either one of those.”  

Mr. Franks urged the conference attendees, “Rather 
than getting distracted . . . we must focus on the things 
that never change”—things like the Word of God and the 
mission of the Church.

“The importance of spiritual leadership, the importance of 
shepherds, has never been greater than it is today,” he said. 
No matter what’s going on around us, he emphasized, “we’re 
still part of the greatest work the world has ever seen.” 

The things that never change are the things that matter.

“Preaching the Gospel in a World on Fire”
Following Mr. Franks, Mr. Kilough provided insight into 
the way destabilizing world events tend to pull people’s 
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attention back toward God: “Lurking in the backs of the 
minds of many people seems to be an awareness that God 
may have something to do—or something to say—about 
what’s going on in the world.”

Even though the external challenges we have faced are 
varied and largely unpredictable (from the Cuban missile 
crisis in 1962 to the current worldwide pandemic), Mr. 
Kilough noted that the internal challenges are often the 
same. “Leadership has a lot to do with anticipating these 
challenges,” he explained, “so that when they do arise in our 
lives and our congregations, we’re ready to meet them.”

Mr. Kilough closed by sharing six internal challenges 
the Church will face—challenges of faith, of discernment, 

of focus, of courage, of unity and of love—as well as 
opportunities the Church will have to preach the gospel 
as those challenges intensify.

Many other presentations
Speakers gave many other encouraging presentations 
over the course of the conference. Ministerial 
Services operation manager Doug Horchak honored 
the ministers and wives who had died since the last 
conference in 2019 with his presentation titled, “So 
Great a Cloud of Witnesses.” 

In “God Will Provide,” Treasurer Britton Taylor 
reviewed the encouraging state of the Church’s finances, 
adding, “I’m convinced that if we do the right thing, if 
we have an attitude that is correct, then God will see us 
through whatever we face.”
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Chairman of the Ministerial Board of Directors Joel Meeker 
gave an address titled, “Preparing for Crisis Leadership.” He 
noted that “one thing we’re sure of is that more moments of 
crisis are coming,” and that Church leaders are responsible 
for preparing for those moments to help “preserve the 
spiritual peace and equilibrium of the brethren we serve.”

Mr. Franks and Mr. Horchak ended the first day’s 
presentations by presenting awards to three ministers and 
their wives who have served the Church faithfully for 50 
years: André and Elize van Belkum, Bill and Cheryl Jahns, 
and David and Becky Johnson. 

Tuesday’s presentations
The next day, COGWA’s international liaison Leon 
Walker—along with regional directors David Baker, Arnold 
Hampton and Mr. Meeker—provided updates on COGWA’s 
congregations around the world. 

Foundation Outreach International board member David 
Register and interim executive director Rhonda Waddle 
shared helpful information about the service work being 
done through FOI, and Mr. Johnson showcased the important 
role of Foundation Institute in educating the next generation 
of Church members.

Two international ministers (Mr. van Belkum and Saúl 
Langarica) shared their perspectives on world events and 
the Church’s mission. Afterward, two recent hires into the 
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U.S. ministry (David Jackson and Caleb Froedge) offered 
their encouraging perspectives on the challenges and 

blessings of transitioning to full-time pastoring. 
Doug Johnson gave an overview of a new addition 
to the Foundation Institute curriculum, “Modern 

Church History,” after which Mr. Franks gave 
a rousing and encouraging conclusion to the 

main portion of the conference.
(On Wednesday, international ministers 

continued to meet, discussing phase 3 of 
the International Leadership Program, 
international budgets and ways to preach 
the gospel outside the U.S.)

Focusing on what matters
The conference, which comes only once 
every two years, is always an encouraging 
milestone in the work of the Church. In 
addition to the uplifting and thought-

provoking presentations, ministers from 
around the world have the rare opportunity 

to fellowship and reconnect with each other. 
By investing this time into the leadership of 

the Church, the Church itself is strengthened 
in an important way. This year attendees left the 

conference encouraged to stay focused on the things 
that matter—that no matter what perilous times may 

bring, the mission of the Church and the truths of God’s 
Word will not change. OA
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Corsages and boutonnieres were presented to the mothers 
and fathers in attendance on the Sabbath prior to the 
national holiday set aside for their specific recognition. 

This has been a long-standing tradition in the Ruston, 
Louisiana, congregation.

Johna Barnette

Buffalo Honors  
Expectant Mothers

Members in the Buffalo, New York, congregation held a 
baby shower on July 25 for three expectant mothers in 
the congregation. The event was inspired because of the 
number of new babies all coming this year and the needs 
for the families as well. 

Men, women and children attended the event, which 
featured many games, including Bible names bingo and 
kids’ bowling. 

Patricia Manning and her family served as emcees for 
the event and coordinated several key activities. Penney 
Kester and Rachel Koenig worked with several members 
to provide food based on the favorite meals and desserts 
of the mothers-to-be. 

This event provided much-needed items, including 
clothes and food, for the new arrivals. It also showed 
our congregation’s appreciation for these families and 
the additions they’re making to the congregation. We’re 
looking forward to the birth announcements that will 
come in the next few months!

Stephan Koenig

Church          Potluck
What’s cooking in your congregation?

Ruston, Louisiana, Congregation Honors Mothers and Fathers
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Columbia, Missouri, Enjoys 
Church Picnic

Columbia’s annual church picnic was 
held on June 13, a beautiful day with the 
sun shining and a light breeze to ward 
off the heat. 

In spite of the fact that we had one of our 
largest turnouts yet, the abundant food 
held out well until late afternoon. Then 
a group of kids, hungry after swimming, 
carried off the rest as snacks. 

One intrepid 6-year-old fisherman 
caught a bass in the lake and took it home 
to eat another day. To the delight of those 
not down at the pond, two of our members 
shared their musical gifts with us, playing 
their guitars on the front porch. 

It was a wonderful day, but the very best 
part was simply the extended chance to 
fellowship with the friends and brethren 
we have missed so much this past year.

Shalynn Mellerup

Congregation Takes Services to Family
Due to serious illness, deacon Rufus Wooten and his family, of the 
London, Kentucky, congregation, have been unable to attend services 
for many long months. Since the Wooten family wasn’t able to come 
to church, the church came to them!

The Sabbath of June 12 was the special day. The London church 
family descended upon the Wooten home as a group. After partaking 
of a “pot-blessing” meal, the congregation was blessed to hold services 
with their beloved members once again. 

It was a joy to be back together after the long absence, and it was a 
great encouragement to all. The London congregation continues to 
pray for complete healing and restoration of its members.

Jennifer Cox

Graduation Celebration in Louisville
The Louisville, Kentucky, congregation recently celebrated the 
graduation of three young ladies. Hannah Willoughby, Victoria 
McGhee and Kylie Hawkins graduated from high school, closing that 
chapter of their lives and beginning a new one as young adults. In 
recognition of this, the pastor, Nathan Willoughby, presented each of 
them with a Bible, and the congregation joined in the celebration with 
a cake and ice cream social.

Carolyn Winner
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Hickory Ladies  
Enjoy Luncheon

On July 15, after a long span due 
to COVID-19, the Hickory, North 
Carolina, ladies gathered for a 
day of fellowship, laughter and 
delicious food. Nila Bowman 
opened her home for our first 
ladies’ luncheon of many to come. 
The event was treasured and filled 
with delightful conversations.

Martha Roark

Houston South Says  
Welcome and Farewell

The Houston South, Texas, congregation was happy to 
welcome Tim and Valerie Waddle as our new pastor and 
pastor’s wife on June 19. In addition to pastoring Houston 
South, Mr. Waddle also serves as senior pastor for East 
Africa. The congregation presented them with a welcome 
gift basket filled with all kinds of Texas goodies. 

In his introductory sermon, Mr. Waddle spoke 
about the spiritual tools and weapons God has given 
us—one of which is God’s ministry. The purpose of the 
ministry is to serve God and to serve and care for His 
people. Mr. Waddle expressed his happiness to serve 
the congregation as we continue our journey toward 
the Kingdom. It has been wonderful getting to know 
the Waddles, and we look forward to building a loving 
relationship with them.

Zach Smith and his family moved to Houston South 
in May of 2019. Mr. Smith assumed pastoral duties 
for Houston South in December of 2019 after having 
served as associate pastor under Larry Salyer. After 
two years serving in Houston South, the Smiths have 
been transferred to the Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and 
Wheeling, West Virginia, congregations. 

The Smiths are truly considered family in Houston and 
will be dearly missed. The Houston South congregation 
created a beautiful photo book (assembled by Susan 
Smith) that included special, handwritten notes and 
photos of all the members. 

In Mr. Smith’s farewell message, he talked about the 
flock of God and how Jesus Christ is the Good Shepherd. 
He talked about how it is an act of faith to allow yourself 
to be pastored, knowing that Christ is the Chief Shepherd 
who works through the shepherds of the flock. He 
expressed gratitude to the congregation for having faith 
and allowing the Chief Shepherd to pastor us through 
him. We wish the Smiths many blessings in their new 
area and hope to be reunited soon.

Kristen Mazza
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Melton and Judy McNeely
After Sabbath services on Jan. 23, 2021, the East Texas 
congregation hosted a joyful reception in honor of the 
marriage of Melton McNeely and Judy Swanson. 

Mr. and Mrs. McNeely were married on Jan. 9 in 
Knoxville, Tennessee, at the home of Eric and Jeannie 
Evans, son-in-law and daughter of the bride. About 30 
family members from Texas, Florida, Tennessee, Ohio, 
Illinois, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia were 
in attendance at the wedding.    

The Texas reception, featuring specialty cupcakes and 
beverages, was attended by a large crowd of friends and 
extended family. The hall was filled with celebration, 
laughter and well-wishes! 

The happy couple is residing in Hawkins, Texas. The East 
Texas congregation is happy to welcome them, and as one 
member exclaimed, “The McNeelys are a ray of sunshine in 
our congregation!”

Dee Trotter

We encourage members to send 
announcements to be featured in One Accord. 
We feature events in members’ lives, including 
baptisms, births, engagements, weddings, 
significant anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.), and 
obituaries. Typically they run between 50 and 
100 words; however, we ask that all submissions 
stay under 250 words. Please submit a high-
resolution color photo along with the written 
copy to your congregation’s reporter.

Births

Elliya Jade Miller

Daniel and Christa Miller of the 
Wheeling, West Virginia, congregation 
are thrilled to announce the birth of 
their daughter, Elliya Jade. Elliya was 
born on April 28, 2021, weighing 8 
pounds 5 ounces and measuring 20½ 
inches long. 

Siblings Kaleigh and Carson are 
enjoying their new sister. Elliya is 
very pleasant baby, full of smiles and 
sweet sounds. She is such a bundle 

Baptisms

Ann Holder

May 29, 2021 was a beautiful Sabbath 
morning to add another member to our 
spiritual family in the Body of Christ. 
Ann Holder, of the Houston South, 
Texas, congregation, was baptized 
before Sabbath services by her then 
pastor, Zach Smith. Local elders Royden 

of blessings and so many answered 
prayers rolled into one.

Christa Miller
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Olivia Pierce

Hannah Brown

Nancy Pattison

Sam Hanson

Edwin Jackson
Olivia Pierce joined the family of God 
on June 18, 2021. A third-generation 
Christian, Olivia has grown up in 
God’s Church and attends the Houston 
South, Texas, congregation. 

Olivia was baptized at the home of 
Glen and Michelle Roscoe, with several 
family members and friends present 
for this special moment in Olivia’s life. 
The pool where she was baptized is in 
the Roscoes’ front yard, so neighbors 
walking along the sidewalk could have 
witnessed her baptism too. Olivia’s 
pastor Tim Waddle performed the 
ceremony, and her grandfather Frank 

Hannah Brown was baptized into 
the Body of Christ on Monday, June 
28, 2021, by Lyle Welty, then pastor 
of the Columbus-Cambridge, Ohio, 
congregation, at the home of Jan Noel.

Hannah is a fourth-generation 
member of God’s Church. Her family 
(especially her grandmother), friends 
and extended Church family are 
very happy!

Denise Hadley

On Thursday, June 24, 2021, Nancy 
Pattison of the Wheeling, West 
Virginia, congregation was baptized by 
our pastor, Don Henson. Mr. Henson 
was assisted by two local elders, Gary 
Lutz (of the Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
congregation) and Dan Summy (of the 
Wheeling congregation). 

It was a very exciting experience 
for those who were in attendance 
and was followed by hugs and some 
joyful tears. After the baptism and 
congratulations, a light meal was 
enjoyed by Nancy and those in 
attendance. 

On Tuesday evening, June 8, 2021, Sam 
Hanson was baptized by his father, 
Van Hanson, at his home in Forest, 
Virginia. He was assisted by Scott Lord 
and Sam’s pastor, Larry Lambert.  

Sam’s sister, Sarah Hanson; his 
grandmother, Clarene Royer; Monica 
Lord; and Wilma Lambert were also 
present to share this joyous event 
with Sam. Afterward we sat down to a 
wonderful meal together. 

There was a generous amount of 
smiling, hugging, laughing and 
joyous crying. It is encouraging to 
know that there was also rejoicing in 
heaven as well. We welcome Sam to 
the Body of Christ.  

Larry Lambert

On June 4, 2021, on the beautiful 
Caribbean island of Aruba, Edwin 
Jackson of the Columbia, Maryland, 
congregation was baptized into the 
Body of Christ by his father, David 
Jackson, pastor of the Miami and West 
Palm Beach, Florida, congregations. 

What a joyful start of the Sabbath it 
was for the family. Edwin’s mother, Lisa, 
and brother, Corbin, were present for the 
wonderful ceremony. 

David Jackson 

The Wheeling and Pittsburgh 
congregations warmly welcome Nancy 
as our new sister in Christ.

Linda Biskup

Morgan and Frank Pierce assisted with 
the laying on of hands. 

Ann had been aware of the Church 
of God for decades, as her parents 
began attending in the late 1980s after 
she was an adult living on her own. 
However, it wasn’t until January of 
2019 that she began attending services 
herself after searching for answers to 
a number of questions about holidays 
and other doctrines. Surprisingly, 
Ann came to believe and practice the 
same truths that her mother faithfully 
lived by for decades—even though her 
mother’s Alzheimer’s disease made 
discussing these beliefs impossible. 
Her mother, Wanda Johnson, died in 
June of 2020. 

What an incredible reunion to 
look forward to at the return of Jesus 
Christ, when Ann can surprise her 
mother and tell her about all that 
transpired! Ann credits her mom for 
planting seeds that God later used to 
bring her to understanding. 

The brethren in Houston South 
are overjoyed to have Ann as a 
dependable, kind and service-minded 
example in the congregation. Her 
baptism was welcome news, but not 
surprising to them at all because of her 
obvious commitment. 

Zach Smith
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Obituaries

Lynette Simpson

Neil Simpson

Harold Manus

David Rowe

Lynette (née O’Conner) Simpson of 
Stellenbosch, South Africa, died on 
Feb. 15, 2021, at the age of 69 years. 
Lynette was born in Stellenbosch on 
July 16, 1952, and lived in or near the 
town all of her life. 

Lynette attended with the Cape Town 
congregation. Lynette married and had 
two children, Douw and Johan. 

Lynette outlived her first two 
husbands, who preceded her in death. 
Her marriage to her third husband, 
Neil Simpson, in the summer of 2005 
brought her into the Church of God. 
She remained a faithful member. Neil 
Simpson preceded her in death by one 
year and three months to the day.

Lynette suffered throughout life 
from bipolar disorder and finally 
succumbed to heart failure. 

She leaves behind two sons, Douw 
and Johan, and three grandchildren, 
Mia (Douw’s daughter) and Nicole and 
Johan Jr. (Johan’s daughter and son). 

Rob and Mariette Scott

William Daniel (“Neil”) Simpson was 
born on a farm north of Cape Town, 
South Africa, on Oct. 7, 1938. His 
family spoke Afrikaans, but he was 
also fluent in English. His parents 
moved from the farm into the city, and 
he went to school there.

After school, he worked as a mussel 
collector on the Atlantic, north of Cape 
Town. Then, in partnership with his 
brother Ivan, he ran a company that 
rented earth moving equipment.

Finally, he was appointed 
an instructor at the Elsenburg 
Agricultural College, outside of 
Stellenbosch in the Cape Province. He 
taught subjects related to maintaining 
agricultural equipment. He lived 
in staff housing at the nearby sister 
campus, Kromme Rhee. This lasted for 
40 years, until the time of his death. 

Harold Manus, a longtime, beloved 
member of the Sedgwick, Arkansas, 

Early in the morning on Tuesday, 
June 15, 2021, members of the 
Williamsburg, Virginia, congregation 
lost a very dear friend and a pillar in 
the congregation. David Rowe had 
suffered from heart disease since his 
youth, and yet he lived a long and 
profitable life.   

David’s personality and his example 
in the congregations he attended over 
the years left a lasting impression 
upon those he faithfully served and 
served with.

David is survived by his wife Carol, 
their two children, Aaron and Carrie-
Beth, and four grandchildren.

We look forward to the day when 
God will awaken David from his sleep 
when, once again, we will serve 
together, this time with perfect 
spirit bodies.

Larry Lambert

With his first wife, Barbara, he 
raised their three sons, Neal, James 
and Raymond.

Neil was a founding member of the 
Cape Town congregation, circa 1972. He 
was a faithful member till the end, and 
his sons are still in the Church of God. 
Religion was a driving force in his life.

After Barbara’s decease, Neil married 
Lynette, and they continued living in 
the same house for the next 12 years. 

Neil was an accomplished singer 
and musician. He played the violin, 
piano and guitar. He and his sons 
formed a band to play at various social 
and church functions. Neil often sang 
special music and was a song leader.

He suffered from declining health 
over the last few years of his life and 
finally succumbed to heart failure on 
Nov. 15, 2019. We will miss him greatly.

Rob and Mariette Scott

congregation, passed away on Monday, 
Jan. 18, 2021, in Walnut Ridge, 
Arkansas, at the age of 91. He was 
born Oct. 27, 1929, in Walnut Ridge to 
Patrick Manus and Viola Dame Manus. 

Harold retired as an inspector for 
the USDA. He was also employed  
at Broadway Packing Company for  
35 years. 

Harold had been a member of the 
Church of God since the 1960s. He was 
a dedicated, unassuming servant, and 
he lived his life as a shining example of 
God’s way of life. 

He was preceded in death by his 
mother and father, and his beloved 
wife of 70 years, Marie. 

He is survived by his son Dennis 
(Mary Lou) Manus, sister Patricia 
Pyles, step-granddaughter Amy (Alex) 
Hulsey, step-great-granddaughters 
Alexa and Audrey Hulsey, and sisters-
in-law Aleeta Dame and Reba Berry. 
He is also survived by many nieces 
and nephews, whom he loved greatly.

Justin Adkins

Pierce, an elder in Houston South, 
joined in the laying on of hands. 

We are overjoyed to see Olivia’s 
commitment to God’s way of life and 
happy to welcome her into God’s 
spiritual family. 

Kristen Mazza 
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Vendor Barrett

Charles Whited

Don Pavlik
Don Pavlik, a longtime member of the 
Akron-Canton, Ohio, congregation, 
entered into rest on July 10, 2021, 
after several months of deteriorating 
health due to congestive heart failure 

The Van Buren, Arkansas, congregation 
is sad to announce the death of a 
much-beloved friend and brother, 
Vendor M. Barrett, who died at age 94 
on July 13, 2021, in Ozark, Arkansas. 
Graveside services were conducted by 
Dennis Fultz, associate pastor of the 
northwest Arkansas congregations.

Vendor was a retired vineyard 
worker for the Wiederkehr Wine 
Cellars. He was born Aug. 15, 1926, in 

The Trenton, Georgia, congregation 
and Whited family lost a third 
member in quick succession (see 
Donald and Carol Whited obituaries). 
Charles Bernard Whited, of Higdon, 
Alabama, died on Monday, June 21, 
2021, at the age of 86. 

Though Charles suffered from 
some health issues, his death 
was quite unexpected. In fact, 
just prior to his death, he was his 
normal, cheerful self at Sabbath 
services and had a very happy 
Father’s Day weekend with his 
daughters, grandchildren and great-

grandchildren. We are thankful his 
life ended on a high note and for the 
peace that God’s plan brings.

Charles and his wife, Alice, began 
attending God’s Church in May 1963. 
They were baptized together at the 
Feast of Tabernacles in Jekyll Island, 
Georgia, that same year. Charles was 
the first of several family members 
who came into the Church of God. 

Charles and Alice have lived in the 
same house in northern Alabama 
since 1958. Charles worked in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, as a truck 
driver until his retirement.

Charles will be sorely missed, 
especially by Alice, his wife of 67 years. 
They knew each other since she was 5 
and he was 9. He loved to tell how they 
met and married. They set a wonderful 
example of devotion to each other. 

Other survivors are daughters 
Carolyn (Eddie) Cloud, Charlene 
Melear, Debbie (Larry) York; 
six grandchildren; 13 great-
grandchildren; two great-great-
grandchildren; sisters, Mozell Teat, 
Virginia Wilborn, Sue Eley, Shirley 
(Jerry) England; brother David (Tina) 
Whited; sister-in-law Regina Whited; 
brother-in-law Butch Parton; and 
several nieces and nephews.

Annette Epperson

complicated by numerous health-
related health issues.

Don Pavlik was born in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, to Chester and Irene Pavlik on 
Sept. 30, 1955. He started listening to 
the truth in his teens, proving what 
he had heard and making it part of 
the way he lived. 

Don loved serving as the audio/
video and webcast technician 
for many years, both for Sabbath 
services and for the Feast of 
Tabernacles. He also helped pioneer 
the audio recording of church 
literature for the vision impaired. 

Don’s memorial service was 
conducted by Dave Myers on 
Thursday, July 14, in Akron, where 
the family was able to gather and 
remember his encouraging and 
fun-loving personality, which will be 
missed by all who knew him.

Don is survived by his wife of 38 
years Josephine, his son Donald R. 
(Alison) Pavlik, granddaughters 
Lauren and Lillian, brothers Dave 
and Dan Pavlik, and numerous nieces 
and nephews. 

Donald and Dave Pavlik

Donald and Carol Whited
Donald and Carol Whited were a 
married couple and members of the 
Trenton, Georgia, congregation. They 
died within weeks of each other. Carol 
Whited died at home on April 14, 2021, 
at the age of 64, following a long battle 
with cancer. Carol remained patient and 
faithful throughout her health trial.

Donald Whited also died at home on 
May 3, as a result of several ongoing 
health issues. He was 66. Donald had 
worked as a mechanic and truck  
driver and was also an honorary 
lifetime member of the Ider (Alabama) 
Rescue Squad.

Donald and Carol were married April 
13, 1974. (The day before Carol’s death 
was their 47th wedding anniversary.)

Donald and Carol were both baptized 
into God’s Church in 1983. For the past 
several years they had been unable to 
attend Sabbath services due to their 
serious health problems. They will be 
greatly missed by family and friends.

Annette Epperson
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the difficult times the family 
endured in the Netherlands. When 
the threat of forced labor and 
deportation to Germany of the 
adult male population increased in 
1942, his father decided to leave the 
country rather than run the risk of 
deportation. He mentioned that his 
father remained a stranger to him 
until he came out of hiding to rejoin 
his family when the war ended. 
Art recalled that during the war 
years the family was often without 
food, and hunger became their 
constant companion. Out of sheer 
desperation, people began to eat 
food usually grown for animals.

When peace returned, he studied 
engineering and, at the age of 21, set 
off with his 20-year-old bride on the 
adventure of a lifetime, emigrating 
to the other side of the globe—New 
Zealand. On Nov. 25, 1969, Art 
and Sari attended the citizenship 
ceremony, by which they became 
New Zealand citizens. Art worked in 
a number of professions, including 
with the Singer sewing machine 
organization, before starting work 
in the insurance industry. He 
progressed rapidly up the ranks of 
his company, becoming the chief 
executive officer of its division for 
the South Island of New Zealand.

Art enjoyed ice-skating on the 
frozen lakes in winter, joining 
the Jaycee debating team and 
competing with other Jaycee 
chapters in New Zealand.

Art was baptized in 1972 and 
ordained an elder on July 3, 2006. 
He served faithfully in the Church 
by visiting members and other 
individuals in New Zealand, 

Australia and Fiji. At least once a 
month he would travel to Auckland 
in order to speak to the Church. 
He was also chairman of the New 
Zealand Board of Trustees until 
his death. His attitude of service 
was reflected in this statement: 
“Shortly after my ordination, I 
became acutely aware that I needed 
to change from managing people to 
serving people.” 

His other passion was poetry, and 
each month he wrote an article, 
mostly based on a well-known piece 
of poetry, for our local newsletter.

His son Allistair sent the following 
tribute: “I know I was fortunate to 
have a father that had a positive 
influence on my life by way of giving 
me guidance in areas of life that in 
today’s times are often unseen. He 
taught my sister and me respect, gave 
us rules and boundaries, educated 
us, taught us a great work ethic, and 
gave us a stable and loving home. 
Finally, I would like to say that I 
know I was fortunate to have a father 
that has been in my life this far into 
my own journey of life.”

Daughter Karen stated: “My dad 
was everything to me, generous 
and supportive. Family was so very 
important to him. [My husband] 
Mark and I spent many Feasts of 
Tabernacles with him and my mum 
in so many places around the world. 
I will miss him so much.”

Art Verschoor will be greatly 
missed by the brethren in the 
regions where he served. His 
support for God’s truth, His laws 
and the coming Kingdom will not 
easily be forgotten.

André van Belkum

Art Verschoor

Tribute

Art Verschoor, a longtime elder in 
God’s Church, died peacefully at his 
home July 4, 2021, in the presence of 
his wife Sari and other close family 
members. Art is survived by his wife, 
daughter Karen Smeed, son Allistair, 
brother Fred, sister Maria and 
grandchildren. The funeral service 
was a small family gathering at their 
home in Whanganui, New Zealand, 
followed by a graveside ceremony. 

Art was born in Vlaardingen, 
the Netherlands, on Feb. 19, 1938, 
just as the turmoil of war began to 
sweep through Europe. His given 
names on his birth certificate were 
Arend Frederik, after his paternal 
and maternal grandfathers, in 
keeping with the Verschoor family’s 
tradition, dating back to 1668.

He spent his early years under 
the grip of Nazi occupation and its 
aftermath. In 2019 Art published 
an autobiography titled Managing 
Down Under in which he described 

Peanut, Arkansas, to Cortis and Gladys 
Dickerson Barrett and was the oldest 
of three children. He was preceded in 
death by his parents and his brother 
and sister.

Through the years, the local brethren 
enjoyed hearing of the many times 
that God intervened and supplied his 
family’s needs, especially during the 
yearly travel to Big Sandy to observe 
the Feast of Tabernacles. Vendor 

was baptized in 1955 by Herbert W. 
Armstrong, which made him a pioneer 
Church member in the area. He was 
faithful to God until the end of his days. 
He now awaits the reward that God has 
promised all His faithful saints. His 
warm humor and unique storytelling 
abilities touched many lives in his 
almost 66 years in God’s Church.

Vendor is survived by his wife 
of 46 years, June Derrick Barrett, 

whom he met at a singles’ event 
during the Feast of Tabernacles 
in Big Sandy, Texas. He is also 
survived by two sons, Timothy 
Haecker (and wife Vianna) and 
Frank Paul Haecker (and wife Sara); 
eight grandchildren; and six great-
grandchildren.

Vendor will be sorely missed by all 
the local brethren.

Aurora Gossett



Now you can get the 
most up-to-date 
information about your 
Feast site’s activities, 
announcements and 
webcasts on your phone.
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on Sept. 3.
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