OneAccord
January 2019

What Is the

International Leadership Program?
Personal Contact
with Cecil Maranville

Journeys and Reflections
Richard and Mary Pinelli

personal from the president
State of the Church 2019

E

Each year during the annual meeting of the Ministerial
Board of Directors (MBOD), I am expected to give an
update on the state of the Church. To understand where
we are, one must understand how we got here.
The Church of God, a Worldwide Association,
celebrated eight years of operation on Dec. 23, 2018.
During our first year and two months, the administrators
of the Church worked from home. In February of 2011,
we hired our first employees. Most of these were church
pastors located in the U.S. and in areas outside the U.S.
The members of the first Ministerial Board of Directors
were selected by the elders in July of 2011. This was
followed in August by the selection of the first president
of the organization. (Clyde Kilough served as interim
president during most of 2011.) By September, all three
operation managers had been nominated by the president
and approved by the board.
In the fall of 2011 the MBOD selected Dallas from a list
of five cities as the preferred location for a headquarters
office. In January of 2012 the new administration secured
the services of the real estate company Jackson Cooksey
to locate an appropriate office to lease in the Dallas area.
And finally on March 6, 2012, the administration moved
into a suite of offices in Allen, Texas, with four employees
on-site the first day.
It required a few months for all the headquarters
personnel to actually arrive in Dallas. But by the end of
2012, there was a fully functioning office with about a
dozen employees. Foundation Institute, Center for Biblical
Education, began its inaugural year that fall in a large,
former training room at the Church office, but within a
few weeks had moved to a new classroom upstairs.
Today we are leasing 8,184 square feet of space for our
headquarters in Allen. We are in two suites, with the
Church office downstairs and our Foundation Institute
classroom upstairs. We currently have 25 employees
working in the office, most full-time, but some part-time.
One of the most satisfying achievements of the past
eight years has been witnessing the stability of the
Church in all areas—the administration, the ministry,
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the membership and the finances. We give God the
credit for this. We began in 2010 with a bank account
and a post office box in Orlando, Florida. There was no
money to hire anyone, but many worked on behalf of
the organization without any pay until February of 2011.
There was no severance from our previous organization,
so the employees who departed from that organization
had to seek other employment or survive off savings and
the generosity of family members and the brethren. It
was a very difficult beginning.
Since that first full year in 2011, our income has
increased by 46 percent, and this year (2018) will be our
best year for income by a considerable amount. None of
us can take any credit for this increase. We give God the
thanks and appreciation. Since our attendance shows
only a small increase over that period of time, no one
can say exactly why we have seen such a large increase
in income. It does seem obvious that we are getting
financial support from people who are not attending our
services. We believe this is primarily coming from our
Life, Hope & Truth website. This is a very encouraging
trend and holds great promise for the future.
There are definitely challenges ahead. But for now, our
financial condition is strong, our Media department is
expanding, our international work is growing, the new
office building is nearing completion, and Ministerial
Services is developing new ministers to replace those who
will retire next year and into the foreseeable future.
Beginning a new fiscal year in a brand-new building
gives us a lot to be thankful for and a lot of excitement to
look forward to in the year ahead!

Jim Franks
President
Church of God, a Worldwide Association
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a Lifetime of Ministry

Richard and Mary Pinelli

I

f you were to share a cup of coffee with Richard and
Mary Pinelli, you would quickly realize that these
two love God and His people very much. Their
history of service goes all the way back to their
college years and continues through today, even in
retirement. This is their story.

A mentor might be defined as anyone
who is a positive, guiding influence
in another person’s life. That seems
to describe Richard Pinelli to a tee.
Many have benefited from his ability to
mentor. For example, while in Canada,
he worked with 39 ministerial trainees.
Over the years, he also implemented
several training programs, both in the
congregations he pastored and in the
Church as a whole through his role in
Ministerial Services. One of the most
wide-reaching programs he oversaw
was the Leadership Development
Program. This lasted for eight years
and was taken to eight regions around
the world.
One might wonder how his unique
ability to mentor developed. It was
assignment by assignment, as you
will see.

Basic training

Mr. and Mrs. Pinelli met at
Ambassador College and married
in 1960. They entered a period of
basic training with no idea of what
4
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the future would bring. Mr. Pinelli
went on two baptizing tours before
his graduation in 1961; he worked
in the Church’s Letter Answering
Department, and served congregations
in Pasadena, California, and various
outlying areas.
“My first pastoral duties were in
the office and church in Vancouver,
Canada, under Mr. Dean Wilson,” Mr.
Pinelli reflected. He was ordained at
the Feast of Tabernacles in 1963 and
began his eventful pastoral journey.
Over the next 10 years he gained
experience by raising up individual
churches, overseeing an everexpanding portion of Canada, and
then superintending and training the
ministry in his district. His mentoring
toolbox was ever increasing.
In 1973 Mr. Pinelli worked toward a
master’s degree in training ministerial
trainees while on a sabbatical in
Pasadena—a project that bore much
fruit in the years to come. The Pinellis
then returned to Vancouver, where
Mr. Pinelli served as a pastor, district
superintendent and head of Ministerial
Services for Canada. They later moved
to Toronto, Ontario. While there, their
children, Jon and Adrienne, left to
attend Ambassador College.
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After 23 years in Canada, the Pinellis
were transferred stateside to Kansas
City East, Missouri. A hallmark of Mr.
Pinelli’s six years there was a graduate
club training program that focused on
speaking and personal growth based on
godly principles.
From 1989 to 1995, Mr. Pinelli served
several congregations in Indiana. While
pastoring for the United Church of God
in Terre Haute and Lafayette, Indiana,
he was asked to move to Arcadia,
California, and later Cincinnati, Ohio,
to oversee Ministerial Services, a
responsibility that lasted 10 years.
In 2011, when COGWA began, Mr.
Pinelli was among those named to
the Ministerial Board of Directors.
His last transfer was to St. Louis and
Rolla, Missouri, where he served for
2½ years—an assignment he recalls as
a “wonderful capstone to our years in
the ministry.”

A mentor learned while
mentoring
When asked what they enjoyed
most about serving in the ministry,
Mr. Pinelli immediately mentioned
how much they enjoyed the wonderful
people they had the chance to serve.
“When we first went out as a young
couple with two small children, the
church, especially the Edmonton
church, took us under their wing.
They taught us so many things. …
And as we started ‘growing up,’ we
began to be able to help others by
what they taught us. … People were
respectful of the Word of God and
wanted to learn and grow. We grew
with them, and they with us.
“I think the moment of the ‘aha’
enlightenment coming to people in
sermons, Bible studies, Spokesman
Club, and all of a sudden having the
scales removed from their eyes and

5

the excitement of that type of thing
was awesome to watch. But walking
with people in marriage, blessing their
children, baptizing and marrying
their children years later … stay deep
down in your soul.”
One thing Mr. Pinelli said they
came to realize is that “there are so
many different personalities, needs
and struggles. No two people are
exactly alike. But God’s Word is
written in principles, and each person
needs someone to come alongside to

help, love and nurture. … You give
everyone a plate of food during the
sermon. Not all can eat everything—
but some eat mashed potatoes, others
add mashed peas and carrots. Some
can eat a bit of meat, and some can
eat a whole meal. It takes years to
move from being an infant to being a
mature, grown adult. Learning how
to deal with each level of spiritual
maturity is the great challenge of
pastoring. Helping people catch
the vision and seek knowledge,
understanding and wisdom from
the Old Testament and the faith of
Christ, the hope of God, and finally,
the greatest of these, the love of God
from the New Testament—to me is the
foundation of perfection.”
On April 30, 2014, Richard and
Mary Pinelli formally retired from
the active ministry. After a special
tribute to the couple held in St. Louis,
Missouri, Jim Franks later wrote
in the May 1, 2014, Member Letter,
“I believe God is well pleased with
Richard and Mary’s 51 years of service.
They touched thousands of lives in
that period of time and left a positive
impact wherever they served.” OA

On the Road Again
The following are positions of service held by the Pinellis between 1956 and 2014:
1956-1963

Trainee in Pasadena, California, and 		
Vancouver, British Columbia
1963
Ordained at Feast of Tabernacles
1963-1973
Edmonton and Calgary, Alberta, and 		
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan; district 		
superintendent, 1968
1973
Sabbatical
1974-1978
Vancouver, British Columbia; head of 		
Ministerial Services in Canada; district 		
superintendent for British Columbia
1978-1984
Toronto (East and West), Ontario; district
		superintendent of Ontario
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1984-1989
1989-1995

Kansas City (East), Missouri
Terre Haute, Indianapolis and
Columbus, Indiana
1995-1996
Terre Haute and Lafayette, Indiana
1996-2006
Head of Ministerial Services, United States
2006-2010
Coordinator of ministerial development 		
programs
2011-2014
St. Louis and Rolla, Missouri
2011 to present Ministerial Board of Directors
2014
Retired
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What Is the

International Leadership Program?
As pastors age and retire or face serious health issues, there must be a plan to develop new and younger leaders
in each of our congregations. Here is what we’re doing to ensure that this happens in areas outside the U.S.

R

By Jim Franks

ecently you have been reading and hearing a lot
about the International Leadership Program, also
known as ILP for short. But what is this program,
how did it begin, and what will it accomplish?
Individuals who have been around the Church in leadership
roles for more than 50 years have commented that there has
never been a program quite like this one. It is unique in that it is
focused solely on the international work of the Church. While
leadership development and educational conferences have
been used by the Church for a long time, there has never been
anything like the ILP. Let me explain.

The history of the ILP

The ILP began as an idea in a meeting held in November
of 2017. At that time we had experienced the deaths of two
pastors earlier in the year. Todd Carey, pastor in Virginia, died
suddenly early in 2017, and Manuel Quijano, our pastor in
Peru, died shortly afterward. Both were tragic losses to their
families, friends and the Church.
January 2019

How do you replace a church pastor under such
circumstances? We were able to shift Mr. Carey’s responsibilities
to two neighboring pastors, but for Mr. Quijano, that wasn’t
possible. He was the only pastor in the country of Peru. As well,
our only elder in that area, Carlos Saavedra, was relatively new
to the ministry. Mr. Saavedra had to step in and take on the role
of pastor in Peru having been ordained for just a few years. Saul
Langarica, our pastor in Chile, travels periodically to Peru to
help Mr. Saavedra in his learning curve as a new pastor.
The November 2017 meeting was to develop a new program
geared to the international areas. In the U.S. we have used
several programs for leadership development: the Christian
Leadership Training Program, the Pastoral Training Program
and the Focused Mentoring Program. And they have all been
very successful! But while these programs can certainly be
adapted for the areas outside the U.S., there was still a need for
a truly international leadership development program.
Shortly after our first meeting to discuss this program,
we learned of another death in the international ministry.
7

Santiago, Chile

Manila, Philippines
Norman Julag-ay, a pastor in the Philippines, died suddenly
in February of 2018. This added to our sense of urgency. So,
after several months of development, we launched the ILP in
March of 2018.
The program was designed with two basic components: (1) a
weekend leadership seminar that leaders and potential leaders
from around a region are invited to attend and (2) a series of
seven follow-up classes, webcast on Sunday mornings from
our studio in Texas. In preparing the program, we divided
the international work into 10 regions. In 2018 we conducted
weekend seminars in four of these regions, and we have plans
for six more regions in 2019.

2018 leadership conferences

Here are the locations where the seminars were held in 2018:
1. Guatemala City, Guatemala. This seminar, held the first
weekend of March, was conducted for the men and women
of Central America. For all the conferences we invite
husbands and wives from the region. We had more than 60
people in attendance.
2. Monterrey, Mexico. This seminar, also held in March, was
for Mexico and included another 60 people.
3. Santiago, Chile. This seminar, held the last weekend
of April, was for all of South America and included
approximately 90 people.
8

One Accord

4. Manila, Philippines. This seminar was for the Philippines,
Singapore, India and Indonesia. We had more than 60
in attendance at this seminar, which was held the first
weekend in November.

2019 leadership conferences

The locations for the weekend seminars in 2019 are:
1. Elmina, Ghana. This conference will be for western Africa
and will include Ghana and Nigeria. We expect an attendance
of about 50 people. This will be in January of 2019.
2. Auckland, New Zealand. This conference will be for New
Zealand, Australia, and Fiji. We expect another 50 to 60
people to attend this conference in February of 2019.
3. Kigali, Rwanda. This conference will be for Frenchspeaking Africa and will include the countries of Togo,
Benin, Côte d’Ivoire, Burundi, Congo and Rwanda. We
expect more than 50 to attend. This will be translated
from English to French and possibly to some of the other
languages that are used in the various countries. We are
still working on these details. This is scheduled for the last
weekend in June.
4. Johannesburg, South Africa. Individuals from the
countries of southern Africa—Zambia, Zimbabwe, Malawi
and South Africa—will attend their conference in late July.
We expect 50 or so from these four countries.
cogwa.org

Guatemala City, Guatemala

Monterrey, Mexico
5. Jamaica. We have not yet chosen the actual venue for
the conference in the Caribbean. We are planning for
the island of Jamaica, but the actual location is still being
worked on. We will invite about 50 leaders and future
leaders from throughout the Caribbean to attend this
conference in early August.
6. London, England. We have scheduled our final regional
conference for late August. This will be held in the area of
London. We will invite the leadership and future leaders
from Europe and England to attend this conference. This
will probably be a bit smaller than the other meetings, but
we are planning for as many as 40 for this weekend.

A packed weekend

Each of these weekend conferences consists of a reception
on Friday night, church services on Sabbath morning, and
seminars beginning Sabbath afternoon and continuing through
Sunday afternoon. Each day concludes with a question-andanswer session.
A unique aspect to these conferences is that all four
administrators from the office, plus Leon Walker as the
international liaison, are scheduled to attend. That will be a lot
of travel for those involved, but it also demonstrates the high
importance we are placing on these meetings. In the areas
where we have conducted the weekend seminars, we received
January 2019

a great appreciation for the fact that we are all attending with
them. This is the part that has never happened before—the
entire administration, which includes the president and all
three operation managers, attending the 10 conferences in the
10 regions of the world.
Here are some of the topics covered over the weekend:
The Basis for Doctrine (Leon Walker).
Truth, Teachings, and Traditions—and How to Know the
Difference (Jim Franks).
Principles of a Godly Marriage (Britt Taylor).
Government and the Use of Authority in the Church (Doug
Horchak).
Consistency in Church Ceremonies (Doug Horchak and
Leon Walker).
Messages That Change People (Clyde Kilough).
This program will continue beyond the weekend seminars
and through at least seven classes over a period of a year. At
this point, we are still working with the program and hope to
add even more classes.
We are very serious about the development of men and
women for leadership in the Church. We are especially
in need of new ministers and pastors. Not everyone who
participates in this program will be ordained, but we hope
that everyone who attends this program will become a better
leader in his or her local congregation. OA

•
•
•
•
•
•
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Q a
My ex-husband and I have
divorced after 43 years
of marriage. How can we
accomplish peace with each
other and our children?

Through this column, we want
to provide you with a window
on the work of the Personal
Correspondence Department.
Because we interact mostly
with people new to God’s
truth, some topics might
not seem directly applicable
to you. But think how you
would answer the question
if someone asked it of you!
And many answers will contain
spiritual principles that you
can apply in your life, even
if the question isn’t one you
would ask.
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We are sorry to learn of your situation.
I have prayed for you and your family,
asking God to help you realize the peace
you seek.
A divorce means that one or both
parties have concluded that continuing
in marriage is not possible. It can be
painful for everyone involved, even adult
children, often triggering a powerful
tumble of emotions that can include
anger, resentment, guilt, frustration,
discouragement, depression as well as
feelings of betrayal, unworthiness and
rejection. Obviously, dealing with these can
be very challenging. And you might cycle
through this mix for a long time.
Also, keep in mind the fact that a peaceful
relationship with your former husband will
depend upon his willingness, commitment
and effort to do the same. But regardless of
his choices, the way for you to have peace is
through a strong, continuing relationship
with God. Study His Word; think deeply
about His purpose for your life; pour out
your heart to Him in prayer. This will be
therapeutic, comforting and soothing.
Here are two tools that will be of great
help. First is our article “How to Talk to God.”
It and the additional articles linked below
it provide counsel on praying effectively.
Next, I recommend our “Journeys” program.
It is comprised of daily study material that
is rich with instruction, inspiration and
encouragement.
As incongruous as it might seem, having
a peaceful relationship after a divorce
requires practicing many of the skills that
one needs in marriage. These include a
willingness to forgive each other for hurtful
actions and words. Another skill is the
ability to discuss disagreements without
having the conversation break down into
arguments. While your objective may be to
resolve an issue, consider letting it go if the

Personal contact
with Cecil Maranville

matter is unresolvable. The ability to do this
requires both wisdom and self-control.
You will find help in our detailed
information about communication in “The
Joys and Challenges of Communication.”
This section includes additional articles on
being able to say no, handling criticism,
speaking the truth in love and being civil in
an uncivil world.
See also the counsel offered in the
“Friendship” segment of our library. There
you will find tips on dealing with toxic
friends, dealing with difficult people, the
virtues of patience and trust, as well as keys
to better relationships.
Resist the temptation to paint your spouse
darkly when speaking with your children
or others. Divorced people seem to do
that naturally, probably wanting to garner
sympathy. It can seem justified when you
are hurt or angry. But it is always damaging
in the long run. It can compound divorce’s
destructiveness and hinder the peaceful
relationships you seek.
Be prepared for the fact that every
member of your family is likely to have an
opinion about whether you should have
divorced, as well as who is at fault. That
can mean a rocky road for a while. Parents
should acknowledge that the divorce affects
even adult children, but encourage them to
realize that the divorce is first and foremost
a personal matter. Encourage your children
not to judge.
And assure them that you want to have a
good relationship with them. Your positive
outlook will help bring out the best in your
children (even though it may take time for
them to work through their emotions).
But remember, the first and most
important step toward a peaceful family
relationship going forward after divorce is
for you personally to walk with God. Make
that your primary goal. OA
cogwa.org

Church Potluck

What’s cooking in your congregation?

Celebrating 50 Years of
Service in the Ministry
Oct. 14, 2018, marked the 50th anniversary
of Paul Suckling’s service in the ministry
and care for the brethren in God’s Church.
The Leicester and Lowell, Massachusetts,
congregations held a surprise potluck on the
Sabbath of Dec. 1, 2018, to recognize and
honor Mr. and Mrs. Suckling for their service
and dedication.
Mr. Suckling’s employment with the Church
began in 1967. He was ordained a minister in
1968, and in 1996 he was transferred to New
England, where he has served as pastor for
over 20 years.
A Bible study was given by Mark Hampton,
who briefly spoke about biblical principles of
honoring and recognizing our leaders, including
those in the Church, and then both Mr. and Mrs.
Suckling were presented with gifts from the
congregation in appreciation of their service.
Afterward, the choir sang “Speak, O Lord,”
written by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend,
and then all enjoyed fellowship and a potluck
with a delicious menu that included green
salad, roasted butternut squash soup, biscuits,
lamb, roast beef and gravy, roasted chicken,
mashed potatoes, roasted vegetables, green
bean casserole, cake and assorted desserts.
The tables were covered with royal blue
tablecloths and gold runners and decorated
with fall centerpieces and elegant flower
bouquets. The exquisitely decorated cake was
made by one of the members.
The evening ended with several members
expressing their appreciation—along with some
humorous comments—for the many years the
Sucklings have served in New England. The
smiles, hugs and laughter showed that a truly
enjoyable day was had by all.
Lorraine Daudelin
January 2019
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Clarksville Brethren
Enjoy Fall Activities
Oct. 28 marked the eighth chili
cook-off at the home of David and
Kayte LeMarr. Brethren sampled a wide
variety of chilies and voted for their
favorite recipe. Mr. LeMarr’s chili won
first prize, his third win in eight years.
Nov. 17 was the yearly Thanksgiving
potluck. A slide show of members’
Feast pictures played while everyone
shared delicious dishes. After the
meal, brethren participated in an
auction for assorted items and artwork
that families brought back from
various Feast sites around the world,
including Australia, Barbados, Italy,
France, Ghana and Peru. Over $1,000
was raised for future local church
projects. Also, that same evening
nonperishable items were collected for
the area food bank.
Special occasions like these are great
opportunities to grow closer together
and to enjoy our common bond as
members of God’s family.
Laetitia Demarest and Rosie Seltzer

Salt Lake City Holds
Chili Cook-Off
Following Sabbath services on Nov.
3, the Salt Lake City congregation had
its annual chili cook-off. Brethren
from our Grand Junction, Colorado,
congregation participated as well. There
was wonderful chili and fellowship that
evening. Several members brought their
Feast pictures to share. We were able
to see pictures from Italy, England and
South Dakota.
A small gift was given to the winners
of the cook-off. This year’s winners were
Brigitte Werts (first place), Ann Hahn
(second place) and Mark Whynaucht
(third place).
Mark Whynaucht
12
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Ocala Seniors Honored
With Luncheon
The Ocala, Florida, congregation
honored its seniors with a special luncheon
on the Sabbath of Aug. 18, 2018. Gary
McConnaughey, pastor of the Ocala and
Tallahassee, Florida, congregations and his
wife, Jane, joined the nine seniors at the head
table. They were served a delicious meal of
lasagna and pot roast along with numerous
side dishes and a special cake.
The seniors were asked to share a lesson
they learned while growing up, as a slide
show of their baby and childhood pictures
played. The afternoon was enjoyed by all.
Special thanks go to Edgar and Gladys
Hernandez and Jerry and Amanda LaMagna
for organizing the luncheon and decorating
the tables so beautifully.
Susan Brunner

Mexico City Spokesman Club Goes Camping
On the night of July 7, members of the Mexico City
congregation’s Spokesman Club had their first activity of
the year. The trip took place in EcoAlberto Park, located in
the town of Ixmiquilpan, Hidalgo, where we enjoyed fresh
air, athletic facilities and swimming pools surrounded by
a beautiful forest. Above all else, what we most enjoyed
was the Christian fellowship with men of God’s Church.
Fourteen Spokesman Club members arrived at the
location around midnight on Saturday, after almost three
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hours of walking from the church hall. We immediately
starting setting up the tents, while others prepared dinner.
After getting a good night’s rest in our temporary
housing, surrounded by nature and the protection of God,
we enjoyed a friendly game of football before breakfast.
Later on that day, we went on a two-hour hike that
allowed us to contemplate the beautiful landscapes God
offered us on that splendid afternoon. We walked the paths
along a gray river, and the hiking itself allowed the group to
strengthen the bonds of companionship.
Back at the camp, some of us played a
game of soccer. After the match ended, we
enjoyed swimming in the park’s pools for
over an hour. It was another opportunity
to strengthen the friendship among the
members and provide Christian fellowship.
Finally, the 14 club members returned
to Mexico City late in the afternoon.
Some returned with a few scrapes and
scratches, but we all returned with a
renewed spirit, full of energy, thanks to our
shared experience. We are already eager
to participate in the next Spokesman Club
activity here in the Mexican capital.
Jorge Iván Garduño
13

Ordinations

We encourage members to send
announcements to be featured in One
Accord. We feature events in members’
lives, including baptisms, births,
engagements, weddings, significant
anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.), and
obituaries. Typically they run between
50 and 100 words; however, we ask that
all submissions stay under 250 words.
Please submit a high-resolution color
photo along with the written copy to
your congregation’s reporter.

Kayte and David LeMarr

licensed day care provider. They enjoy
dancing, canoeing and kayaking.
Dale Shultz and his wife, Lori, who
has been a valuable support to her
husband, were both baptized in June
2009. Dale takes care of the sound
system for York’s local Sabbath services
and for combined services on holy days.
In addition, he serves every year with
the audiovisual team at our assigned
Feast site.
Dale is employed by Aero Energy,
where he has worked for 27 years
delivering fuel.
All three ordinations were performed
by our pastor, David Jackson.
Rosie Seltzer

Obituaries

Baptisms
Dale Lee Shultz
with David Jackson

Magaly Velásquez Zegarra
On Monday, July 9, 2018, Magaly
Velásquez Zegarra was baptized in the
San Miguel Paraíso Police Club in the
district of San Miguel, Lima, Peru. The
baptism and laying on of hands were
performed by Carlos Saavedra, pastor of
the congregations in Peru.
Magaly’s parents and sisters were
present. The baptism was very emotional
for Magaly, who had been looking
forward to that moment.
Carlos Saavedra
14
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During the afternoon service
of the Feast of Trumpets, the
combined congregations of Bedford
and York, Pennsylvania, and
Clarksville, Maryland, witnessed a
trio of ordinations. David and Kayte
LeMarr, members of the Clarksville
congregation, were ordained as deacon
and deaconess, and Dale Lee Shultz, a
member of the York congregation, was
ordained a deacon.
David LeMarr was baptized in March
1971; his wife, Kayte, in 1969. David
serves the congregation in various ways,
including song leading, sermonettes
and sermons. Kayte plays the piano for
services and organizes special music for
the Sabbaths and holy days.
The LeMarrs are both self-employed—
David in pest control and Kayte as a

Denice Lambert
Denice Lambert, 53, died in her
home in Greenville, Pennsylvania,
Aug. 6, 2018, after an intense battle
with cancer. She is survived by her
husband of nearly 10 years, Roger; her
parents, Gordon and Shirley Schmidt;
her brother, Tim Schmidt; her adopted
daughter, Lisa Renee Canady; and two
granddaughters, Katonna and Kaitlyn.
The memorial service for Denice
on Aug. 12 was conducted by Doug
Johnson, her pastor.
Part of God’s Church from her
birth, Denice was a vibrant and
active member of the Meadville,
Pennsylvania, congregation and will
cogwa.org

certainly be much missed. She enjoyed
her work as a reflexologist and natural
remedy consultant and had a love of
gardening and homemaking.
While the prayers of many for her
healing have not yet been answered in
the way hoped for, she firmly assured
her family and friends right up to her
death that she was not in pain, which
was surely miraculous in itself.
The outpouring of concern, evidenced
by the many cards she received from
brethren around the world, were a real
source of comfort to Denice and Roger,
her parents and Roger’s parents, Don and
Faye Lambert. All are very appreciative
to their Church family for their
willingness to share the burden so clearly
shown in this and many other ways.
Denice, like so many of her spiritual
brothers and sisters, now waits for the
sound of the seventh trumpet!
Doug Johnson

drastically, causing the widespread
crisis that has gripped the country
today, it was almost a miracle that she
could attend the Feast of Tabernacles—
but she did! The last time she kept
the Feast in El Rodadero, Santa
Marta, Colombia, was in 2016. She
was already very sick, and her health
had deteriorated greatly, but she
still gave us an example of faith and
commitment to God.
She always enthusiastically
participated in the monthly leadership
seminars held in Colombia. Even with
Internet difficulties, she still managed
to contribute.
Today a light has gone out in
Venezuela, but Malola left a legacy
of courage, bravery, integrity,
commitment and faith. We already
miss Malola a lot, and we will miss her
more as time goes by and her absence
becomes more evident.
María Mercedes de Hernández

He met Marina Honorio, who would
be his lifelong wife, at his workplace.
She was the housekeeper there at the
time. They married in April 1970 and
had four children: Marcos, Isaías,
Esther and Ernesto. He was called into
the Church of God in 1976 and was
baptized in 1977.
He worked as a heavy machinery
operator for more than 30 years, and
his favorite pastime was fishing. He was
a kind man with a friendly smile, who
taught his children to be humble and
embrace God’s way of life. He remained
faithful to that way until his death.
Carlos Saavedra

Bettie Evans

Margarita Cárdenas Gil
Margarita Cárdenas Gil,
affectionately known as “Malola,”
died on May 21, 2018. She had been
fighting cancer for about two years, but
ultimately it caused her death.
This year, she observed her 29th
Passover. For many years she was
the only member of the Church in
Venezuela, and she carried that great
responsibility with faith and devotion.
When the social and economic
circumstances of her country changed
January 2019

Jesús Marcos Pazos Ñaupe
Jesús Marcos Pazos Ñaupe (82) died
while he slept peacefully in his home in
Independencia, Lima, Peru, on July 13,
2018, after a long and courageous battle
with liver cancer.
Mr. Pazos was born in Ica, south of
Lima, on Jan. 3, 1936. He was the oldest
of 12 siblings and is survived by two
brothers today. In his youth he worked
on croplands, and at age 18 he enlisted
in the army, joining the infantry
corps. He then worked as a driver,
deliveryman and gardener.

Bettie Evans, 88, of Kennesaw
Georgia, died on Monday, Dec. 3,
2018. Mrs. Evans attended the Atlanta,
Georgia, congregation.
Mrs. Evans was preceded in death
by her loving husband, Omar D. Evans,
and two sons, James Robert Evans and
Daniel Wayne Evans. She is survived by
her sons, Kenneth Evans, Phillip Evans,
Nathan (Cindy) Evans and Joseph
(Dana) Evans; her daughter, Ruth
Zimmerman; and many grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.
Mrs. Evans enjoyed sewing, cooking
and spending time in her garden.
Her service was officiated by Bruce
Gore. Her loving presence will be
greatly missed by her family and her
congregation.
Chant’a Collier
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Teens—save the date for the Pittsburgh Teen Prom

“Tropical Vibes”
March 30-31, 2019
The price of the prom is $35 per person.
Activities include Sabbath services, a recognition ceremony
for graduating seniors, a buffet dinner, the dance (after sunset),
and an after-prom brunch on Sunday morning.
We have a new venue for the prom and the brunch. It is the
Hilton Garden Inn Southpointe in Canonsburg, Pennsylvania,
located south of Pittsburgh along I-79.
A room rate of $103.55 per night (including tax) is good for
reservations up to March 22.
Call 724-743-5000 and mention COGWA Teen Prom.
Sabbath services (at 2 p.m.) will be held at:
South Strabane Volunteer Fire Hall
172 Oak Spring Road
Washington, PA 15301
Please visit pitt-prom.com for information about registration,
an opportunity to be part of a teen choir and all other details
about the weekend.

