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I expensive and we want to make sure those who 
receive it are really interested.

• We will be sending out two new booklets this 
year—one in the spring before Passover and 
one in the fall before the Feast of Tabernacles.

• We have more than 800,000 unique visitors to 
LifeHopeandTruth.com each month. We expect 
this number to grow in 2018. Currently, here 
in the U.S., we have at least one new person 
contacting a church pastor every single day to 
inquire about the Church as a result of studying 
our literature on our website. Our Personal 
Correspondence Department is responding to 
questions from an average of 10 people every 
day, more than 300 per month.

• Because of the needs in the international 
ministry, we are launching a new series of 
leadership seminars throughout Latin America 
in March and April. These seminars will 
be the beginning of a new program for the 
development of future leaders in congregations 
outside the U.S. 

Last year, 2017, was a difficult year for many 
brethren. We witnessed the unexpected deaths of 
two pastors, but they weren’t alone. I am personally 
familiar with several families who also lost loved ones 
in 2017. 

What will 2018 bring? It is hard to say, but our 
plans are to do everything in our power to advance 
the work of the Church while caring for those who 
are suffering. We have the greatest hope there is—the 
promise of eternal life. We also have the true gospel 
to preach to this spiritually darkened world. We are 
not looking back! Please join us in praying for God’s 
intervention and mercy in the year ahead.

It is hard to compare one year to another, but it did 
seem that 2017 brought an unusual number of severe 
trials for many within the Church. Trials are part of 
life, and we must face that reality. And the very fact 
that we are mortal means we all have to accept the 
challenges that brings—trials, sickness and death. 

Paul wrote to the Church in Corinth, “And if one 
member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if 
one member is honored, all the members rejoice with 
it” (1 Corinthians 12:26). We suffer along with those 
who endured severe trials this past year, some of 
which led to death. But we also look forward to things 
we can rejoice over in the year ahead. 

As we enter the second month of the fiscal year 
of 2018, there are many things planned that we 
can rejoice about. God has given us a great work to 
do, and we are slowly but surely making progress. 
Our website, LifeHopeandTruth.com, is doing 
phenomenally well. We are now able to provide 
quality reports documenting the path taken by new 
people who come to our site looking for answers.

In one case we have an individual who came to 
Life, Hope & Truth in February of last year and 
downloaded his first booklet, The United States, 
Britain and the Commonwealth in Prophecy. He then 
became a regular visitor, downloading more pieces 
of literature. He began writing to us with questions 
about what we believe. Then in late spring he made 
contact with a local pastor who invited him to church 
services. Just before the Feast this year, he was 
baptized. This all began with a booklet on our Life, 
Hope & Truth website. And just as important, we can 
now document how this took place to help us with 
future plans.

As we look ahead to this new fiscal year, here are 
some things that we can rejoice about: 

• We will complete our own office building. 
After leasing for more than five years and 
spending more than $1 million for rent, we 
bought 7.4 acres of land in McKinney, Texas, 
on which to construct an office building. As 
I write to you here in the middle of January, 
we are anticipating breaking ground any day 
now. Completion should be in late summer or 
early fall. We will then have our own building 
with space to expand. Please go to our building 
update web page, members.cogwa.org/new-
office, for weekly updates on our progress.

• We plan to continue to add new subscribers 
to the print version of Discern magazine 
at the rate of 400 per month. We have also 
implemented a renewal program, since print is 

Jim Franks
President
Church of God, a Worldwide Association
@jimbfranks

personal from the president
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Winter Camp
2017
The COGWA Winter Camp in Montello, Wisconsin, hosted  77 teen 
campers this year, up from 74 campers in 2016.

Snow, smiles, 
fun and 

friendship 
are just 
a few of 
the great 
memories 
that will be 

shared by 
campers for 

years to come!
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Along with 
experiencing an 
opportunity for 
spiritual growth, 
teens also had a 
chance to enjoy 
many outdoor 
and indoor 
winter activities.

Make your plans now for Winter Camp 2018!
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Groundbreaking: Headquarters 
Construction Begins!

In March of 2012, after more than a year of working remotely, 
the headquarters administration of the Church of God, a 
Worldwide Association, settled into office space at 1301 Central 
Expressway South in Allen, Texas. By 2015, the 8,200 square feet 
of space was completely full with no room for expansion.  

At that time, the Ministerial Board of Directors and 
the administration set a goal to locate and purchase either 
an existing building or enough land to construct our own 
building. With that in mind, we organized the first property 
search committee in the spring of 2015. After a year of 
searching, we entered into a contract with CBRE, a large land 
development company with regional headquarters in the 
Dallas area, to head up this land search.

It wasn’t until December of 2016 that we located the 
property we ultimately bought—7.4 acres in the city of 
McKinney, Texas, and only a 10-minute drive from our current 
office. The owner of the property was anxious to sell, and after 
some negotiating we purchased the property for approximately 
$5 per square foot.  

In July 2017 we closed the deal, and the property became 
ours. Over the next four months we worked on plans for an 

By Jim Franks

office building. We finally settled on a 16,000-square-foot, 
single-story building with an expanded roofline for the studio, 
mailroom and lobby.  

Unbeknownst to us, in August of 2017 the city of 
McKinney announced a development project named 
Southgate for the 37 acres across from our property. This 
news and other plans for development in the area caused 
our property value to increase threefold when compared to 
what we had paid earlier the same year. Our timing (or rather 
God’s timing) turned out to be perfect!

Finally, after three years of effort, we had the formal 
groundbreaking ceremony on Monday, Jan. 22, 2018. The building 
should be completed by late summer or early fall this year.  

David wrote, “Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor 
in vain who build it” (Psalm 127:1). We have sought God’s 
direction every step of the way with this project, and we are 
now seeking His involvement in the actual construction.  

We give God the thanks for all that has happened! We are 
convinced that He opened the doors to make this project a 
reality. Please check for weekly building updates posted each 
Friday afternoon on the members’website. OA

After several years of research, work and seeking God’s guidance, ground has been 
broken for construction of an office building for the administration of the Church.
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Those in attendance at the groundbreaking ceremony included office staff, Foundation Institute students and local brethren.
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You are referring to 
Galatians 4:21-31, but you are 
misunderstanding its meaning. The 
point of the allegory is that believers 
become children of God through 
His promise, rather than through 
physical effort. It isn’t saying that 
thinking you need to keep the law 
of God is a physical outlook in 
contrast to a “more spiritual” path 
to salvation. 

Modern Christianity typically 
misinterprets these verses, 
reasoning as follows: “The covenant 
from Mount Sinai obviously means 
the 10 Commandments. That 
indicates that some were teaching 
people they needed to keep the 10 
Commandments in order to be 
saved. Paul corrected them, showing 
that salvation was by grace, a free 
gift from God. This allegory shows 
that we are no longer required to 
keep the 10 Commandments.” 

False teachers were claiming that 
salvation came by keeping a certain law, 
but it wasn’t the 10 Commandments. It 
was the law of circumcision. We explain 
the actual problem in our article “What 
Is the Teaching of Galatians on Law 
and Grace?” 

Consider also the clear statements 
in Hebrews 8:7-12 about the Old 
and New Covenants. There, you can 
read that the 10 Commandments 
are part of both the Old and the 
New Covenants. Further, Paul wrote 
in Romans 7:14 that “the law is 
spiritual” (emphasis added). Clearly, 
then, the meaning of the allegory 
of Galatians 4:21-31 cannot be that 
“the spiritual replaces keeping God’s 
law.” Living by God’s law is an 

Personal contactQ a
with CeCil Maranville

Through this column, we want 
to provide you with a window 
on the work of the Personal 
Correspondence Department. 
Because we interact mostly with 
people new to God’s truth, 
some topics might not seem 
directly applicable to you. But 
think how you would answer 
the question if someone asked 
it of you! And many answers 
will contain spiritual principles 
that you can apply in your life, 
even if the question isn’t one 
you would ask.

integral part of the spiritual covenant 
of promise.

I don’t have a clear picture from 
your brief description about what 
you have been told about the place 
for God’s law. It is inaccurate to 
reason that “since salvation can’t be 
earned, believers aren’t required to 
keep the 10 Commandments.” We 
are required to keep them, but not 
in order to earn salvation. They are 
more than just a tool for the salvation 
process, they are the key that unlocks 
spiritual understanding. By analogy, 
think of the need to use a specific 
code to unlock an otherwise unusable 
computer program. Or think of 
uniquely engineered eyeglasses that 
enable the wearer to see laser markers 
to an otherwise invisible pathway. 

To illustrate this, Paul elaborated 
on one of the 10 Commandments in 
Romans 7:7-12. The commandment 
helped him to know how he should 
live. He wrote that he would not 
have understood sin without God’s 
law and concluded that it “is holy 
and just and good.” By themselves, 
the commandments do nothing 
except reveal what God considers sin 
(Romans 3:20). But used by one who 
has received God’s forgiveness for 
sin, the commandments are “a lamp 
to my feet and a light to my path” 
(Psalm 119:105).

For a more in-depth view of God’s 
law in the covenants, please see our 
article “The New Covenant: What 
Is New About It?” Incidentally, we 
address the importance of the law to 
the believer throughout our booklet 
Change Your Life, which you recently 
downloaded. OA

I’m confused about a subject. 
I read in Galatians about the 
slave woman and the free 
woman, which represent the 
law and the spiritual. You 
are not saved by keeping 
the law, but saved by having 
faith—by believing on Jesus 
Christ. In the church I go 
to, they always make you 
believe that if you fail by not 
keeping the law, then you 
won’t be in the Kingdom. 
But I read it’s by faith that 
you will enter the Kingdom. 
Could you shed some light 
on this, please?
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Should a Christian Try to 
Convert Nonbelievers?

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,” Jesus 
said (Matthew 28:19). He also said, “Go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). 

Some claim these are Jesus’ commands to all Christians 
to share the gospel and try to convert nonbelievers to 
Christianity. After all, if a disciple has experienced the 
love and forgiveness of God, shouldn’t he or she want to 
communicate that to others? Since Christ is the only way a 
person can be saved (Acts 4:12), some assert, one must be 
active in helping as many as possible find salvation.

Many are surprised once they learn of God’s plan for 
humanity that He actually tells members of His Church not 
to witness to others in the sense of trying to talk them into 
becoming Christians. That may sound rather startling, so we 
need some clarification. 

Important responsibility
To be clear, the converted are most definitely commanded 

to witness to others through their example. Matthew 5:16 
says, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” A 
Christian must model God’s way of life to the best of his or 
her ability and show, in his or her conduct, the virtues and 
values of true religion (1 Peter 2:9).

In addition, there is a stern warning to everyone who might 
offend others through improper conduct (Matthew 18:6). 
A person must also be ready to give an answer to anyone 
inquiring about his or her faith (1 Peter 3:15). How Christians 
affect others and represent God’s way is a grave responsibility.

But what is a disciple’s obligation with respect to personal 
evangelism—actively sharing truths and introducing others to 

By Jim Servidio

the gospel? Understanding what God would have us do means 
we must first understand what He is allowing and doing.

This present evil world
Mankind’s history has occurred during what the apostle 

Paul described as this present evil age (Galatians 1:4)—the 
time since Adam and Eve’s removal from the Garden of 
Eden until now. We still live in a condition where the devil 
is deceiving the vast majority of the human race (Revelation 
12:9). The god of this world, Satan, is blinding mankind 
through his subtlety and corrupting spirit (2 Corinthians 4:4; 
Ephesians 2:2).

God’s Church was established in the middle of this 
world, but has it entered into a battle with Satan to win 
souls for Christ? If so, it is losing! According to the Pew 
Research Forum, the Christian population of the United 
States suffered a staggering 8 percent decline between 
2007 and 2014. If evangelical or mainstream Christianity’s 
understanding is that Christ is trying to save the world now 
or is competing with Satan for men’s souls, then this is a 
very sad commentary on the church’s diminishing success. 

When Jesus sent out His disciples, He did not tell 
them to try to save the entire world, nor did they have 
an expectation that all would be spiritually enlightened 
prior to His return. They understood what we also know 
today—people are not lost or assigned to hell fire if they 
do not hear the gospel message prior to death. After all, if 
God’s plan was to save the entirety of mankind from eternal 
punishment through Christ in this age, why would He 
have allowed 4,000 years of human history to pass before 
sending His Son as Savior (Galatians 4:4)? 

Many teach that a Christian has a responsibility to witness to others, hoping to 
win them over to Christ. What is a believer’s duty to the unconverted?

WRITER’S BLOCK
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No, God’s master plan is not suffering a setback at the 
hands of the adversary. His will is not being foiled by the 
work of the devil. Please see our article “Are Most People 
Eternally Lost?” for a more thorough look at how God plans 
to save mankind. 

Calling the few
Many scriptures attest to the fact that God is calling only 

relatively few to the true gospel now before Christ’s return. 
For example, “For you see your calling, brethren, that not 
many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not 
many noble, are called” (1 Corinthians 1:26). 

God the Father is only drawing firstfruits (James 1:18) of 
His spiritual harvest. He is the One who adds to the Church 
(Acts 2:39), which does not include the majority (Acts 2:47). 
God has not yet removed the blindness from the eyes of all 
mankind. It is still Satan’s world. 

Jesus confirms that God’s plan is revealed to just a few 
(Matthew 13:11; Luke 10:21) and that God the Father must 
personally call people in order for them to respond to the 
gospel (John 6:44), so He certainly did not send out His 
apostles with a commission to save everyone now.

Without question, Jesus directed His servants to preach 
the gospel in all the world with zeal. The commission was 
about taking the truth to all parts of the earth as a witness 
(Matthew 24:14), but it was not to convert the entire world 
now. God would move those few He is calling to respond 
to the gospel message when they heard it. Lydia of Thyatira 
is a good example, “The Lord opened her heart to heed the 
things spoken by Paul” (Acts 16:14). 

The message was to go out through the apostles and 
evangelists who have that responsibility, but the vast 
majority would not answer the invitation: “Yes, many people 
are invited. But only a few are chosen” (Matthew 22:14, 
Easy-to-Read Version).

Those who are sent
What about the question of who was to publicly proclaim 

the gospel? In Romans 10:15 we read, “And how shall they 
preach unless they are sent? As it is written: ‘How beautiful 
are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, who 
bring glad tidings of good things!’” Who is sent?

Paul asked the members to pray that doors would be open 
to the apostles to preach this message, not to the individual 
saints (Colossians 4:3). There is no example in the New 
Testament of Paul mobilizing the Church to evangelize 
the world or the community. There is no instruction or 
admonition given to the membership to go about preaching 
the good news. 

This does not mean that a Christian should avoid 
discussions of the truth. As we have seen, the converted are 
to be a light. And if asked questions, they should be ready 
to answer in wisdom (1 Peter 3:15). Saints should not appear 
reluctant to converse about their faith. There certainly may 
be occasions when a Church member believes that offering 
a comment or making a reference to reading material from 
the Church might be helpful to someone. 

In such cases, sharing a spiritual observation or resource 
may be understood as a sincere desire to be of help. This 
is different from stepping forward and putting people 

on the spot about their beliefs. If a person is perceived 
as just waiting for an opportunity to interject scriptural 
discussions or talk about his or her faith, others will tend 
to avoid the person. This often results in others having a 
negative view of Christianity. 

Of course, when there was a persecution in the early 
Church, members were of necessity scattered and preached 
the word (Acts 8:4). This was not a matter of the apostles 
dispersing the members throughout a region and appointing 
them to spread the gospel. It was the natural result of 
members explaining who they were and why they were 
showing up in a new area. This may have taken place in the 
synagogue to some degree. The persecution of the Church 
resulted in more people coming in contact with those God 
had called. 

What would God have us do?
The truth is, Christ would not have each member of His 

spiritual body actively evangelizing or trying to bring others 
to the Church. Far more good comes from a Christian 
quietly letting his or her light shine or answering a question 
in humility, than thrusting himself or herself forward and 
introducing spiritual topics. 

It’s the same principle Peter explained about witnessing 
within a marriage relationship: “Wives, likewise, be 
submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not 
obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the 
conduct of their wives” (1 Peter 3:1). 

The conduct of the true Christian bears far more good 
fruit than preaching. And decades of real-life experience has 
shown that it is generally best for Church members to allow 
others to take the first step and show a desire for spiritual 
discussion. A person’s interest may indicate God is opening 
the individual’s mind to His truth. 

As we have seen, Jesus sent His apostles into all the 
world. The commission of preaching was primarily the 
responsibility of those ordained to that function, just as 
baptizing and teaching those who believe is a function of 
the ministry (1 Timothy 3:2). God has a plan for mankind 
and a purpose for His Church. It is not to save the world 
now. The Church fulfills its purpose in an orderly manner 
(1 Corinthians 14:33) through the offices and functions 
ordained by Christ (Ephesians 4:11). 

For centuries, because they have lacked a clear 
understanding of the work of the Church, well-meaning 
Christians have tried to step into roles that Christ has not 
assigned them. We see this especially magnified today in 
evangelical Christianity with respect to “witnessing for Christ.” 

Unfortunately, trying to grow the church or save people has, 
over time, become so diluted that simply persuading a person 
to “just accept Jesus” is now seen as conversion. But the 
Bible shows there is a great gulf between believing in Christ 
and being specifically called by God, repenting, receiving 
His Spirit and becoming a firstfruit (Matthew 7:21-23). 

So, be a light and an example. Be ready to give an answer 
for the hope that lies within you. Always be motivated by 
love. Be an ambassador (2 Corinthians 5:20) for God’s 
truth through your humility and good conduct, and you 
will accomplish far more for the work of the Kingdom 
than trying to proselytize or evangelize unbelievers. OAPh
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I would like to introduce you to a unique and treasured 
member of our Twin Cities, Minnesota, church family. 

Meet Wade Malwitz
Wade Malwitz remembers reading the account of 

the Exodus around the age of 6 or 7 and wondering why 
we don’t keep the Passover! After all, God said to observe 
it every year. A seed was planted in his mind.

Fast-forward to his junior year in college. A member of 
Wade’s family was getting booklets from the Worldwide 
Church of God and listening to The World Tomorrow on 
the radio and watching it on television. Wade began to 
listen and to request the booklets and magazine himself. 
With time, as he began to look up the scriptures, things 
became clearer to him. “Prove all things” is a phrase that 
Wade remembers well from Mr. Armstrong.

For many years, Wade played the viola and sang in the 
choir, allowing him to be involved in the church area. 
He has many fond memories of playing in the Wisconsin 
Dells Feast orchestra.

Life begins to change
Wade’s life began to change in 1991, when he was 

diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. He was able to walk for a 
few years with minor problems. Next he began to use a cane. 
After that, he progressed to a walker, a scooter, and then, in 
2000, he was wheelchair-bound.

When I asked Wade what lessons he has learned through 
his health challenges, he said, “The lessons I have learned are 
to accept the fact that I am no longer independent—to ask for 

help when needed and not attempt to do it on my own. I miss 
the ability to walk and drive.”

When I see Wade at services week after week, despite his 
situation, I think of someone who never gives up. When he spent 
over a year in hospitals and care facilities, I had to ask myself 
how long God would allow this situation to go on. After all, in 1 
Corinthians 10:13 God says, “No temptation has overtaken you 
except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will 
not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with 
the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may 
be able to bear it.” 

Clearly, God knew that Wade was still able to bear his 
situation. At the same time, we, his church family learned 
compassion for him. Wade is an example of courage and faith to 
all of us.

The joy of keeping the Feast
After his lengthy stay in hospitals and care facilities, 

Wade was able to return home, but only with 24/7 nursing 
care. Due to this limitation, it became impossible for him to 
go to the Feast. 

Year after year, Wade would hear us all make plans for the 
Feast and see us go. He was thankful for the cards, letters 
and gifts he received from the brethren during the Feast. 
However, something was missing—he wanted to be at God’s 
Feast himself! 

In 2017, for the first time in many years, Wade’s plans 
came together, and he was able to attend the Feast in Green 
Lake, Wisconsin. Some last-minute challenges with nursing 
care and licensing outside of the state of Minnesota made 

PORTRAIT
OF 

FAITH

Wade Malwitz

By Barbara Lee

Staying Positive and Looking to 
God’s Kingdom
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it impossible for him to stay for the entire Feast. 
However, he got to attend the first half of the Feast and 
thoroughly enjoyed the time with God’s people!

Since Wade has 24-hour nursing care, there is always 
someone with him. This includes church services and 
activities. The nurses were included in meals, evening 
card games and other activities at the Feast. After 
seeing how much it meant to Wade to attend the Feast, 
his nurses want to do whatever they can to help him be 
there again next year! 

Unfortunately, not all patients treat their nurses 
well. Wade lets his light and example shine in how he 
treats his caregivers, and they are happy to be a part of 
his care!

I asked Wade if he had anything else he would 
like to share with his fellow brethren. He said, “I am 
dealing with fatigue all day, making it difficult to stay 
focused on everything going on around me or talking 
to someone. I try to be early and stay late for services to 
be able to talk with brethren to get to know them better. 
This includes the teens and children.” It is not unusual 
to see some of our very young children fascinated with 
Wade’s wheelchair!

How to stay positive
What stands out to me about Wade’s situation is his 

positive attitude. When I commented on this, Wade 
summarized it eloquently, but simply: “What helps 
me keep a positive attitude is [that] no matter what is 
happening in my life, God will always be there helping. 
Keeping my eyes on the Kingdom of God. Everything 
that occurs in life is training for that Kingdom!” OA
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Church          Potluck
What’s cooking in your congregation?

Three Congregations Echo 
Farewell to the Waddles

The Sabbaths of Sept. 23, Oct. 21, and Nov. 4, 2017, 
brought heartfelt farewells for Timothy and Valerie Waddle 
before they left for New Zealand and their new assignments 
the latter part of November. Mr. Waddle will be the new 
associate pastor in New Zealand, assisting the present 

Indianapolis Youth Becomes Eagle Scout
On the afternoon of Sunday, Aug. 6, 2017, in Eminence, Indiana, TJ 

Allwine received his Eagle Scout rank, the highest award of the Boy Scouts of 
America. TJ is a member of Troop No. 224. He and his father, Tim Allwine, 
have been involved in the Boy Scouts for 12 years, with his father serving in 
positions of leadership during that time.

For his Eagle Scout project, TJ planned and completed a community 
service project for the Adams and Ashland Township Volunteer Fire 
Department of Eminence.  

TJ presented several awards to people who had supported him in his 
journey to Eagle Scout. He gave the Mentor Pin to his father; Parent Pins 
to his father and his mother, Shannon Allwine; and Grandparent Pins to 
Karen and Gail Allwine, Liv and Roger Hendrickson, and Lillie Mahone (TJ’s 
Church grandma) in appreciation for their wonderful Christian examples.

TJ is very active in the COGWA Youth Camps. He has served as a 
counselor for the past three years.

TJ lives in Scottsburg, Indiana, with his parents and his sister Petra. His 
sister Natasha is currently in Texas attending Foundation Institute.

TJ is a wonderful young man and a tremendous part of the Indianapolis, 
Indiana, congregation, serving every week in many different areas.

Jada A. Howell

pastor there, André van Belkum. He will also be the new pastor 
for Australia and continue as senior pastor for East Africa, 
serving the Kenya congregations located at Migori, Ochuna and 
Got Kachola. Mr. Waddle was the pastor of the Bedford and 
York, Pennsylvania, and Clarksville, Maryland, congregations, 
and senior pastor in Benin City, Nigeria and East Africa.  

The Bedford congregation delivered the first farewell on 
Sept. 23, with a potluck and presentation of an engraved 
redwood clock. On the Sabbath of Oct. 21, the York 
congregation prepared an early surprise Thanksgiving dinner 
with all the trimmings, sparkling cider and a cake with the 
words “Thank you for your service to all of us.” Flowers, cards 
and a cash gift was presented as well. 

Finally, on Nov. 4 Clarksville members held a grand finale 
farewell after services with a presentation of a framed photo 
of the three congregations together, a photo book of members’ 
photos that included room for handwritten personal messages, 
a Visa gift card and an embroidered Maryland flag patch. 
Flowers were given to Mrs. Waddle, and the congregation 
sang “God Be With You Till We Meet Again.” A potluck and 
a cake with the catchphrase “Parting is such sweet sorrow,” 
along with good-byes and good wishes, concluded the joyous 
evening of fellowship.

The Waddles served our three congregations with faithfulness 
and humility and will be greatly missed. We all wish them well and 
know they will be a real blessing to the brethren they serve in New 
Zealand, Australia and East Africa.

Rosie Seltzer
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The Twin Cities and St. Cloud, Minnesota, congregations 
gathered for a church social on etiquette after the Sabbath on Nov. 18.  

This unique learning experience began when we had an etiquette 
dinner last year and learned the art of appropriate table manners, use 
of the proper silverware and much more. 

In September we had the first interactive discussion on etiquette, 
and on Nov. 18 we had part 2, with an interactive discussion on a 
variety of subjects. Prior to covering the subject matter, we were 
reminded that God’s Word emphasizes the importance of our 
manners: “Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, 
which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks” (Ephesians 5:4).

Here is a sampling of what was covered:
• What to do if someone is too close in a conversation (that is, 

in your personal space).
• Hand shaking.
• Use of titles.
• When, where and how to properly use a cell phone.
• Proper conduct in a concert hall situation, which also applies 

to special music in services.
• How to conduct oneself at a potluck or buffet—how much 

food should you take?
• When are jokes appropriate?
• The art of conversation.
• Travel etiquette.
Dan Creed of the Twin Cities congregation led us through each 

of these events. Dan has a master’s degree in business management. 
He teaches a course at the college level called International Business 
Etiquette, which he designed himself. Dan has also conducted 
numerous seminars on this topic for colleges, high schools and 
businesses. Soft skills training is consistently being requested by 
business leaders who hire today’s graduates.

Even though we have plenty to learn, we will likely all be a little 
more conscious of our etiquette!

Barbara Lee

Austin Enjoys 
Chili and Games

On Jan. 13 the Austin, Texas, congregation, 
along with a number of out-of-town visitors, 
enjoyed a chili social after services. Members 
brought their favorite chili, sides and desserts, 
which were enjoyed along with the fellowship. 
Along the hall leading into the dining area 
members could read humorous profiles of each 
of the entries. The fun continued with a chance 
to vote according to “generation,” which led to 
lots of laughs.

After the potluck there was a “Minute to Win 
It”–themed game night revolving around plastic 
cups. In each of the seven games, members had 
to stack, grab or catch the cups.

Michaela McMillin

Minnesota Congregations Learn Etiquette
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The Youngstown, Ohio, 
congregation happily welcomed two 
new members to the spiritual family 
of God last summer. 

Melissa McCready was baptized 
by her pastor, Dave Myers, on Aug. 
6, 2017, in a warm pool at the home 
of local members Doug and Judy 
Allen. A small group of friends and 
family who witnessed the event 
enjoyed an afternoon meal that 
followed.

Sabbath, Nov. 4, 2017, was a very 
special day for our congregation. Three 
of our members were ordained as 
deacons or deaconess by pastor Larry 
Salyer and elder Frank Pierce.

David Pierce was born and raised in 
Texas City, Texas, and began attending 
church the day before he was born. He 
attended SEP in 1976 and says he is the 
“not so sound” guy for the Houston 
South congregation. We know him 
as our very sound guy! He has two 
daughters, Sophia and Olivia, who 
also attend our congregation. David 
works for an engineering company 
doing control systems design for the 
petrochemical industry.

Monica Koerner was born in 
Goodland, Kansas, but moved to 
Strasburg, Colorado, with her parents 
and three sisters when she was 7 years 
old. She attended her first Feast in Big 
Sandy at the age of 9. After high school 
graduation, she attended Ambassador 
College in Pasadena, California, for three 
years. Monica has one son, Ryan, who 

David Pierce, Monica Koerner, and Aaron West

Baptisms

Ordinations

We encourage members to send announcements to be featured in One Accord. We feature events 
in members’ lives, including baptisms, births, engagements, weddings, significant anniversaries (25, 
40, 50, 60, etc.), and obituaries. Typically they run between 50 and 100 words; however, we ask that 
all submissions stay under 250 words. Please submit a high-resolution color photo along with the 

written copy to your congregation’s reporter.

Dave Myers, Melissa McCready 
and Dennis Kuhns

Dave Myers, Wyllow Fronk and 
Dennis Kuhns

lives with his wife, Melanie, in San Diego, 
California. Monica worked for Village 
Builders in Houston for 35 years before 
retiring in 2014. Currently, Monica helps 
with kitchen duties, potlucks and other 
food-related church activities and will 
be taking on the role of Houston South 
treasurer in the very near future.

Aaron West was born in the Church 
in Big Sandy, Texas. He attended SEP in 
the summer of 1994. He earned bachelor 
and master of science degrees at Texas 
Tech University Health Sciences Center. 

He works for Texas Children’s Hospital 
as an administrator over their medical 
laboratories. Aaron and his wife, Lizzie, 
were married in Lubbock, Texas, in 2001 
and moved to Houston in 2003. They 
have three sons, Maddox, Jackson and 
Noah. Aaron and Lizzie also work with 
the Camp Lone Star preteen program and 
oversee our local Sabbath school program. 

Our congregation has appreciated these 
three individuals’ years of faithful service in 
our area and look forward to many more.

Susan Scott Smith
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On Friday, Dec. 1, 2017, Harvey and 
Sandy Bearse celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary. They were joined 
in marriage on Dec. 1, 1957. Harvey 
was baptized into the Church of God 
in 1967; and Sandy, in 1973. They have 
two sons, John and Douglas, and two 
daughters, Tammy and Heidi, and have 
been blessed with 10 grandchildren: 
Robert, Ryan, Zachary, Marissa, Emily, 
Daniel, Andrew, Lauren, Megan and Ian. 

On Dec. 10, 2017, they met at the 
Olive Garden restaurant in Enfield, 
Connecticut, with Church friends Paul 
and Jane Suckling, Martin and Maxcine 
Cole, and Raymond and Lorraine 
Daudelin to enjoy a dinner together to 
celebrate the occasion.

Lorraine Daudelin

Dennis Poling

Births

Dennis Poling, of the Akron-Canton, 
Ohio, congregation, committed his life 
to God through baptism on Aug. 5, 
2017. The baptism was conducted by his 
pastor, Dave Myers. 

Dennis’ mother, Betty Tasseff, age 90, 
was also present for the happy occasion. 
After decades of being in the Church 
and raising her children, Betty kept 
things lighthearted with comments 
about Dennis being “the most ornery of 
all” her children. She commented, “God 
works in mysterious ways.” 

The Akron-Canton congregation is 
certainly grateful that God has chosen 
to work in this way and that Dennis has 
answered God’s call! Welcome to the family!

Zach Smith

Aarón Da Silva Goya

Thelma Lee

Harvey and Sandy Bearse

Obituaries

Anniversaries

Daniel and Tania Da Silva of the 
Carlos Paz, Córdoba, Argentina, 
congregation are pleased to announce 
the birth of Aarón Da Silva Goya. 
Aarón was born on Tuesday, Nov. 
28, 2017, weighing 6½ pounds and 
measuring 19½ inches. Many thanks 
to all for the support and for the 
tremendous love we received from the 
family of God. We are happy! God 
answered our prayers. He is beautiful, 
and we thank God for this miracle!

Daniel Da Silva
Thelma Lee, of the St. Louis, Missouri, 

congregation, passed away on Dec. 19, 
2017. She leaves three children, four 
grandchildren, six great-grandchildren 
and many other relatives. 

Thelma was baptized in 1962 and 
continued to set an excellent example for 
the congregations where she attended. 
Her smile was contagious, and she was 
generous with her time and talents. She 
loved to quilt, garden and spend time with 
her family. Thelma was a great cook and 
hosted hundreds of people at her home. 

The world is a little dimmer without 
her laugh and the love she extended to 
everyone she met.

Christina Stiern

Wyllow Fronk was baptized on Sept. 
1, 2017, in the less-than-warm waters 
of a trough at the home of her mother, 
Bonnie Holzapfel. The baptism got 
started later than anticipated due to a 
delay of the flight bringing Mr. Myers 
home from teaching at Foundation 
Institute. Everyone waited patiently, 
but the water temperature did not 
hold in the cool evening air. This did 
not take away from the joy of the 
occasion, however! 

After watching both ladies grow up 
in the area, the Youngstown brethren 
(and especially their mothers) were 
happy to have Melissa and Wyllow 
added to the Body of Christ.

Zach Smith
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“Jazz It Up”

The cost of $35 per person includes the prom and the 
after-prom brunch.

Activities include Sabbath services, a recognition ceremony for 
graduating seniors, a buffet dinner and the dance (after sunset). 
Sunday morning there is a scrumptious after-prom brunch.

The prom activities will take place at the Ramada Inn in 
Washington, Pennsylvania, located south of Pittsburgh along I-70.

A room rate of $76.29 per night (including tax) is good for 
reservations up to April 13.

Call 724-225-9750 and mention COGWA Prom.

Sabbath services (at 2 p.m.) and the after-prom brunch will take 
place at:  
South Strabane Volunteer Fire Hall  
172 Oak Spring Road  
Washington, PA 15301

Please visit www.pitt-prom.com for information about registration, 
an opportunity to be part of a teen choir and all other details 
about the weekend.

April 28-29, 2018

Teens—you are invited to the Pittsburgh Prom weekend
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