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personal from the president
Getting Ready for the Feast

T

The opening night of the Feast of Tabernacles is
less than eight weeks away! There is a great deal of
excitement already brewing, and it will continue to
grow as we get into August. This year the Feast falls
entirely in the month of September with the Last
Great Day on Oct. 1!
Those of us in the northern hemisphere will be
entering fall when the Feast begins on Sunday night,
Sept. 23 (the day after the autumnal equinox), while
our brethren in the southern hemisphere will be
going into spring! When I am writing about the “fall”
festivals, I always remind myself to include the fact
that it is actually spring in the southern hemisphere.
In Leviticus 23 the holy days are given from the
perspective of the Middle East, which means the
Passover, Days of Unleavened Bread and Pentecost
are all in the spring. Trumpets, Atonement,
Tabernacles and the Last Great Day are associated
with the fall harvest, which is the largest harvest
of the year, consisting of fruits and vegetables. The
spring harvest is all about grain—barley and wheat.
Even though the seasons are reversed in the
southern hemisphere, the symbolism of the two
harvests is the same no matter where you live. Our
brethren living south of the equator are just as excited
about the meaning of the upcoming “fall” festivals as
we are, even though it will be spring for them.
God’s plan involves two primary groups of
people—summarized in the two harvests. The first
harvest is smaller and composed of those who are
converted now, in this lifetime, along with all of
the faithful who have lived and died since the time
of Adam. The latter harvest is larger and consists of
those who will be converted during the Millennium
and the Great White Throne Judgment. This latter
harvest will consist of those not called in this lifetime
but who will be given an opportunity to be among the
many sons brought to glory (Hebrews 2:10).
The best estimate I could find of how many
people have lived (including those currently
alive) since the time of Adam is 100 billion. With
a current population of 7.5 billion, that means
approximately 7.5 percent of all who have lived since
the time of Adam are alive today. We rehearse the
future of this large segment of humanity each year
during the fall festivals.
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The idea that everyone will be given an
opportunity to receive eternal life creates a lot of
excitement and explains the fate of many previously
presumed lost. The understanding that those in
the “spring” harvest will be spirit beings who will
assist in the teaching of those who live through
the Tribulation and into the Millennium is hard
to grasp. Even if only 10 percent of the earth’s
population survives the Tribulation and the final
plagues, there will still be 750 million human beings
alive at the beginning of the Millennium.
After the Millennium, the remainder of human
beings, who died from the time of Adam to the time
of Christ’s return, will be resurrected (Revelation
20:4-6). Most likely, there will be billions in this
second resurrection, when they will learn the true
story of mankind. They will be given a new life in a
world ruled by Jesus Christ.
I hope our excitement for the Feast focuses
as much on these events as on our own physical
pleasure. But don’t get me wrong, I want everyone
to have a great Feast. We are commanded to rejoice,
and I am sure we will!
This year we have members who will be attending
the Feast in all regions of the world—from the
Philippines to Australia to New Zealand to Fiji to
Italy to the Caribbean to Mexico to Central America
to South America to Canada to India to England to
France to Africa and from one corner of the U.S. to
the other, a total of more than 40 locations.
The excitement has already begun; now let’s get
ready for the Feast!

Jim Franks
President
Church of God, a Worldwide Association
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Do we have such a good time at the Feast that we
forget the main reason we’re there?
By Phil Sandilands

D

uring the Feast of Tabernacles, we often discuss
the Bible’s description of the children of Israel
being sojourners in the wilderness as they awaited
entrance into Canaan and how that relates to
our journey today toward our Promised Land,
the millennial rest. We enjoy the Festival with family and
friends and listen to the sermons that foreshadow this
coming time.
But after we return home, do we feel like we took
a pilgrimage or were simply on vacation? For some,
those may seem like the same thing. But there is a big
difference! Tourists plan a trip to some exciting place.
They save their money, purchase airline tickets or get the
automobile tuned and ready to go. They reserve a hotel,
cabin or condominium and plan their meals out and what
entertainment they will enjoy. But the main purpose is
always the same—to have fun.
Is this the way you see the Feast of Tabernacles?
Now let’s look at a pilgrimage. By definition, a pilgrim
is a person who journeys to some sacred place as an
act of religious devotion, such as a pilgrim to the Holy
Land. A pilgrim is a traveler or wanderer, especially in a
foreign place. The purpose of the trip is not focused on the
entertainment, but on the sacred event. For some pilgrims,
there was never even the chance of returning home, but the
event was worth the trip.
Does that more appropriately describe how we see the
Feast of Tabernacles?

A pilgrim Feast

One of the Psalms describes this type of journey: “When I
remember these things, I pour out my soul within me. For I
used to go with the multitude; I went with them to the house
of God, with the voice of joy and praise, with a multitude
that kept a pilgrim feast” (Psalm 42:4, emphasis added).
Ancient Israel would travel three times a year as pilgrims
to attend God’s festivals (Deuteronomy 16:16).
We are told to save our second tithe (Deuteronomy
14:23-26) and to enjoy our heart’s desire. This includes
entertainment and fine food. However, does that blessing
from God displace the main reason we attend?
4
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The pilgrims of 1620

In the United States we know of a group of travelers who
ventured on a journey that took them from Europe to the
New World. The Puritans were persecuted in England as an
illegal church, and they fled to Holland in 1608. It was hoped
that Holland would afford them the religious freedoms that
they desired. The group settled there, but it was not what they
were really looking for.
Part of the group agreed to make the move to the New World,
with the rest planning to follow in the ensuing years. Agreements
were made with several financial backers, and passage was
booked on the Mayflower. Of the estimated 102 passengers
onboard the Mayflower, about 35 were from this group.
William Bradford was one of the Puritans who founded
Plymouth Colony in 1620. As a teenager, William had
migrated to the Netherlands with his family, and he was
one of those on the Mayflower. Years later, he authored
the treatise Of Plymouth Plantation, which described the
harrowing journey and life in this new and often inhospitable
land. Of the Mayflower’s 102 passengers, five died at sea and
45 died the winter of 1620-21.
Of Plymouth Plantation detailed the hardships endured
during the first decade after landing in what would become
Massachusetts. Reading the first several chapters gives one
an idea of what a pilgrim really is. There was no money to
buy souvenirs. There was never a thought of returning home,
indeed there was no home to return to. They were following
where they believed God was leading them.
We know from William Bradford’s book that the Puritans
felt this journey was from God’s own hand. They made
references to the biblical nomads seeking out a land promised
to them by God. They were following God, leaving their
home to go to a place where they could worship God in
peace. They gave up everything to be able to practice their
religion in freedom.
Imagine their anticipation, the excitement and the nerves
while crossing the vast ocean as the storms drove the ship.
Seeing the coastline for days but not able to find the final
landing place—what must it have been like for these brave
souls? While we cannot know for sure, we can imagine their
journey. We can feel their excitement as they neared the land.
cogwa.org

Do we feel that excitement every year at God’s Feast of
Tabernacles when we, like those pilgrims, anticipate setting
foot in the Kingdom of God?

What type of persons are we?

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where
moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal;
but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in
and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also” (Matthew 6:19-21).
I live in the New Orleans area. The people here know how
a home can be here today and gone tomorrow. Just ask those
who lost their homes during Hurricane Katrina. Many of
our members had to flee the storm and later rebuild. They
learned what is really important. It wasn’t pictures or family
heirlooms. Those things are all physical. What was important
was their family and the character they had built. The type of
people we are today will determine what treasure we store up
and where our treasure is stored.
“Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain
from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, having
your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when
they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your
good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of
visitation” (1 Peter 2:11-12).
What is the value in attending the Feast of Tabernacles?
Do we go solely with the anticipation of enjoying the physical
things at the site, or do we go to reap the blessings from God
at His sacred meeting? Our purpose determines whether we
are tourists or pilgrims. The Feast is a pilgrimage to a site that
is set apart as holy by God. He places His name in locations
that afford a rich and diverse culture, which He tells us to
enjoy. But we must never forget that first and foremost this is a
sacred assembly.
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Our journey

For the Puritans of 1620, the journey was a harrowing
adventure. Many lives were lost along the way, but the
desire to make this pilgrimage to a new land was too strong
to bend their will. Nothing would stop them, not even the
Atlantic Ocean!
Quoting from Of Plymouth Plantation: “Being thus arrived
in a good harbor and brought safe to land, they fell upon their
knees and blessed the God of heaven, who had brought them
over the vast and furious ocean and delivered them from all
the perils and miseries thereof, again to set their feet on the
firm and stable earth, their proper element.”
We live here as visitors in a foreign land. One day, we
will leave this planet to meet the returning Messiah in the
clouds and return with Him. When we then set our feet on
earth again, it will not be as tourists who anticipate enjoying
a short vacation only to return to their former lives. Rather,
we will settle in His sacred city and enter the promised rest
of the Millennium. In that day, we will fall on our knees
before our God and thank Him for safe passage to our new
homeland.
In a short time we will once again be attending the Feast
of Tabernacles. While we are grateful for what God has
blessed us with in this life, let us never lose focus of the
August 2018

real blessings that are coming. Listen to God’s directions to
attend His festival. And as we listen to the messages at the
Feast, let’s remember the real reason we are there.
Enjoy the blessings of spending your second tithe. Enjoy
the fellowship with family and friends. Eagerly anticipate this
year’s journey to the Feast of Tabernacles! But go as a pilgrim,
not as a tourist! OA

Will You Have a Spiritual
Feast This Year?
By David Register

In his book The 7 Habits of Highly Effective
People, Stephen Covey’s second habit is “Begin
With the End in Mind.” He goes on to write,
“Your most important work is always ahead of
you, never behind you.”
When you think about this advice in the
context of the Feast of Tabernacles, it certainly
rings true. God’s purpose for the Feast is for us
to look ahead to the completion of God’s plan
for mankind. It is His most important work!
In Hebrews 2:10 we read, “For it was fitting
for Him, for whom are all things and by whom
are all things, in bringing many sons to glory.”
God’s goal is to bring “many sons to glory”!
The Feast pictures the time when Jesus
Christ will rule this earth with those who
have been glorified (Philippians 3:21). And
the Last Great Day pictures the time when
all of mankind will be called and have the
opportunity for the same glory (1 Timothy 2:4).
Knowing what end God has planned for
us, we must remember to focus our Feast
experience on having a spiritual feast.
In Deuteronomy 14:22-26 we are given the
command to attend the Feast and directions
on how to keep the Feast. The primary focus
is to have a spiritual feast, not just a physical
festival. The admonishment in verse 23 states
the purpose: “that you may learn to fear the
Lord your God always.”
It is often too easy to forget about the
purpose of the Feast when we are surrounded
by so many physical distractions. Make sure
you plan ahead to have a spiritual feast this
year by focusing on the most important
work that God has yet to complete in us and
through us!
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FOI PROJECT

Yo u’ v e N e v e r H e a rd O f

Foundation Outreach International offers many ways for you to do good. Like
others, you can discover how enriching and fulfilling outreach can be.
By Steve McNeely

T

he young man had big, brown, expressive
eyes that saw everything. He glanced over at
Kristine Taylor and flashed a wide grin—the
kind that means, “We are family now, you and
me.” In a few short days Kristine learned what
Ernest Hemingway meant: “I never knew of a morning in
Africa when I woke that I was not happy.” Our daughter
had improved precious lives by teaching English to eager
Zambian students, but she was surprised to be so spiritually
nourished and strengthened by the experience.
“I learned more from the brethren than they did from
me,” Kristine said. “It may appear they have less because
they don’t have our material blessings, but their lives
seem more fulfilled because they appreciate what is truly
important—God’s Word and family.”
Giving Africans a brighter future by teaching them
English is just one of the many Foundation Outreach
International (FOI) projects. I will tell you about several,
and then I’ll tell you about one you’ve never heard of.

Spreading the gospel through outreach

First, though, consider how the Church’s outreach is an
important part of spreading the gospel. Notice Galatians
6:10: “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to
all, especially to those who are of the household of faith.”
Clearly, we should first serve within our fellowship, but
we should also take care to have gas left in the tank to
meet other needs. There are three reasons: to love in deed
(Luke 10:37; Matthew 25:37-40); to be attractive to others
who witness our light shining (Matthew 5:14-16); and to
glorify God (1 Peter 2:12). Outreach is powerful, and the
opportunities are limitless.
Today one doesn’t have to look hard to find notable
charities doing much good work. For example, Samaritan’s
Purse, a nondenominational charity led by Franklin
Graham, spends about $500 million annually to provide
food, medicine, relief and assistance in over 100 countries.
6
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But little charities also make important, life-changing
contributions. Over the years, our small-town CPA firm has
served a variety of nonprofit clients working to meet different
needs, such as finding “Forever Families” for hard-to-adopt
children, building a Kenyan orphanage, providing housing
and support for battered women, volunteering services to
give transitional assistance to new widows, and more.

good. Volunteers are teaching children at schools in Jordan;
teaching English to members in Ghana, Zimbabwe, Malawi
and Rwanda; and staffing youth camps in faraway places.
An awesome scholarship program is helping students in
developing countries improve their station in life through
education. We always need great volunteers and financial
support for our existing projects, and we thank you for that!

Do something!

The project you’ve never heard of?

In each case someone saw a need and did something.
Doing something is the principle James taught: Don’t just
give “be warm and feel full” wishes. Instead, build a fire,
give a coat and share a meal (James 2:15-16). Being impelled
to do something birthed two recently invented FOI projects.
FOI board member Rhonda Waddle envisioned making
a difference in local communities as an important way
for the Church to help volunteers grow in leadership and
compassion while shining a light from the top of the hill.
So, she invented the Hilltop program to provide grants that
prime the pump for local outreach projects. With one arrow
she hit three targets—engaging new volunteers, helping
others and bringing appropriate recognition.
Rhonda explained, “I love seeing the photos of smiling
volunteers showing the results of their hard work. The great
satisfaction of working together to benefit others has to be
experienced to know what it means to reap this reward.”
Another FOI board member, Cliff Demarest, wanted to
provide young people a way to design their professional work
lives for fun, fulfillment and success. So, he invented the
Embark program and recruited a team to mentor and coach
teens and young adults during their critical launch years.
“Embark is a fun, low-key way to experiment in designing
a life you love,” Cliff said.
Check out the website (foundationoutreachintl.org) to
learn how other great FOI projects are doing a world of
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What about the project you’ve never heard of? We’ve not
heard of it because you haven’t invented it!
Yes, we’re all busy, but how we spend our time and money
is a key measurement of what we value. If you are at a time
and place where you feel impelled to get engaged in doing
the work of the gospel in a hands-on way, please consider
volunteering for an existing FOI project or inventing a new
one. Find a need and do something about it. Our job as FOI
board members is to nourish and champion great projects
(subject to the usual resource constraints: manpower,
budgets and so forth.) Reach out to any one of us to begin a
life-changing journey.
Kristine Taylor will never be the same because of her
volunteer time in Africa. Amazingly, God and Christ made
us so that giving does not empty or deprive us—it fills us
to the full. There is something majestic in the principle of
sowing generously and reaping in multiples (Luke 6:38).
Why don’t you volunteer or invent a project, serve a need,
glorify God and Christ, and enjoy multidimensional
blessings? Yours could be the FOI project we’ve never heard
of … yet. OA
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Q
My question is in regards to
baptism. What suggestions
do you have for an individual
who is not a member of
a church (due to either
location or a choice not
to associate with the local
church because of doctrines
taught not being Biblebased, whether intentional
or unintentional on their
part)? Is baptism of oneself
unheard of? Perhaps calling
on the direct authority and
hands of the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit with
self-submersion, without the
mediating hands of another
human being?

Through this column, we want
to provide you with a window
on the work of the Personal
Correspondence Department.
Because we interact mostly with
people new to God’s truth,
some topics might not seem
directly applicable to you. But
think how you would answer
the question if someone asked
it of you! And many answers
will contain spiritual principles
that you can apply in your life,
even if the question isn’t one
you would ask.
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Personal contact
with Cecil Maranville

a
No, there isn’t any example of selfbaptism in the Bible. But you are on
the right track to be thinking in terms
of baptism and the laying on of hands.
Consider that even in the first century,
when congregations of the Church were
not yet established in many nations,
God sent ministers to teach, baptize
and lay hands upon those He was
calling. He did not leave new converts
to baptize themselves.
I would like to comment further on
the prayer of God’s minister while he
places his hands on the newly baptized.
This isn’t a mere formality. If you have
not already done so, I encourage you to
read our article “Laying on of Hands”
and consider the scriptural examples in
it. They make it clear that God chooses
to give the gift of the Holy Spirit through
the laying on of hands at baptism.
I recommend that you also see
how it fits into the entire conversion
process by reading our booklet Change
Your Life. Each part—repentance,
baptism, the laying on of hands and
the continuing practice of the faith—is
essential to the whole.
Paul wrote of God’s choice to work
through His ministers in bringing
others to conversion: “How then shall
they call on Him in whom they have not
believed? And how shall they believe in
Him of whom they have not heard? And
how shall they hear without a preacher”

(Romans 10:14)? Even though the Bible
(and many Bible study aids) is widely
available today, personal interaction
with a minister is still necessary. He can
be a great help to the person seeking
baptism by mentoring him through the
process of repentance.
Jesus Christ promised that His
Church would never die out—that it
would still be present on the earth at His
return. Implied in this promise is the
existence of ministers and other helpers
through the Church. See Matthew 16:18
and our booklet Where Is the Church
Jesus Built? The final chapter discusses
how to find Jesus’ Church today. Here is
an excerpt:
“The Church of God, a Worldwide
Association, publisher of this booklet,
is a continuation of the Church Jesus
founded. We believe and teach the same
doctrines that Jesus gave His Church
in the first century, and we are trying
to live by every word of God. We are
committed to fulfilling the commission
Jesus gave His Church of making
disciples of people throughout the world
and teaching them to observe all that
Jesus taught (Matthew 28:19-20).”
You can learn more about us by
clicking on “Who We Are” here or on
LifeHopeandTruth.com. And you can
locate our pastor who serves your area
by clicking on “Find a Congregation
Near You.” OA
cogwa.org

2017 Annual Audit: Another Good Year for God’s Church
The 2017 independent audit shows positive stewardship of our finances.

W

By Britton M. Taylor

e are pleased to share the audited financial statement
the financial resources God provides us to do His work. An
of the Church of God, a Worldwide Association, Inc.
“unqualified” opinion is just one indication of that commitment.
This year’s report is for the years ending Dec. 31, 2017,
We are very thankful to report that income received for 2017
and 2016.
was just under $12 million, the second highest in our history.
The 2017 audit was recently completed in May, and we
The previous year, 2016, was our highest year for income at just
received a confirmation letter from our auditors dated May
under $12.2 million. We had an increase of almost $1.1 million
25. The Church received a favorable opinion that the financial
dollars in 2016, or 10 percent more than 2015. So, we were up
statements accurately present the Church’s financial position and against a very good year. Total expenditures for 2017 and 2016
results of operations for 2017 and, by comparison, for 2016.
were approximately $11.3 million and $11.2 million respectively.
Our independent auditing firm, Henry & Peters, P.C., of
We acknowledge that our blessings come from God the Father
Tyler, Texas, gave us an “unqualified” opinion on the financial
and Jesus Christ, who continue to bless our income. We recognize
statements. The unqualified opinion reflects our independent
that it is only by God’s grace, mercy and continued blessing that
auditor’s judgment that our financial records and statements are
we will continue to experience the sound financial health in the
fairly and appropriately presented and are in accordance with
future that God has blessed us with these past seven years.
Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP).
We extend our deepest thanks and appreciation for the
These results not only positively reflect the performance of
continuing generosity and faithfulness of the brethren and others
the financial operations of the Church of God, a Worldwide
who support the Church by giving tithes and offerings. We ask that
Association, Inc., but the entire organization’s approach to its
you continue to pray for us to have wisdom and discretion as we
fiscal responsibilities. The MinisterialCHURCH
Board of Directors
follow Christ’s
lead in our
stewardship of the resources He provides.
OF GOD, and
A WORLDWIDE
ASSOCIATION,
INC.
administration are committed to continuously improving
the
Below we have presented several statements related to the
STATEMENT
OF ACTIVITIES
FOR THE
YEAR
DECEMBER
31, 2017for the year ending Dec. 31, 2017.
Church’s operations and being the best stewards
we can
be ofENDEDChurch’s
operations

Unrestricted
REVENUES, GAINS AND OTHER SUPPORT
Tithes and offerings, individuals
Local congregation contributions
Holy Day/Festival Fund offerings
Temporarily restricted contributions
Investment income
Other income
Net assets released from restrictions:
Satisfaction of program restrictions
Total revenues, gains and other support
EXPENSES
Program services:
Public proclamation
Congregational care
Education
Festivals
International
Total program services
General and administrative:
Headquarters office, management and administrative
Board of directors
Insurance and related
Total general and administrative
Total expenses
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS
NET ASSETS
Beginning of period
End of period
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$ 8,569,891
73,776
2,693,401
3,197
21,360

Temporarily
Restricted

Permanently
Restricted

$

$

594,987
11,956,612

594,987
(594,987)
-

Total

-

$ 8,569,891
73,776
2,693,401
594,987
3,197
21,360

-

11,956,612

1,153,931
4,982,412
347,944
551,229
1,825,252
8,860,768

-

-

1,153,931
4,982,412
347,944
551,229
1,825,252
8,860,768

917,686
9,998
1,542,423
2,470,107
11,330,875

-

-

917,686
9,998
1,542,423
2,470,107
11,330,875

625,737

-

-

625,737

-

3,845,389
$ 4,471,126

3,845,389
$ 4,471,126

$

-

$
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CHURCH OF GOD, A WORLDWIDE ASSOCIATION, INC.
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
DECEMBER 31, 2017 AND 2016
CONTINUED
NOTE 9 - SUMMARY OF EXPENSE BY ACTIVITY
The following is a summary of expense by activity for the year ended December 31, 2017:
Program Services

Public
Proclamation

Congregational
Care

Education

Festivals

International

General and Administrative
Headquarters
Office,
Management and
Board of
Insurance and
Administrative
Directors
Related

Total

EXPENSES
Bank services and fees
Building and equipment lease/rental
Contracted services and fees
Depreciation
Equipment and facilities
Grants and charitable support:
International subsidies
Domestic support:
Discretionary assistance
Discretionary retirement pay
Local congregation subsidies
Hymnal project
Insurance and health care
Internet and related
Postage and shipping
Printing
Salaries and related expenses
Supplies
Telephone and utilities
Travel, mileage, meals and lodging
Youth camp and activities
Other
Total expenses

$

170,196
5,083

$

28,474
423
14,492

$

83,624
964

$

44,665
-

$

214
-

$

43,097
159,450
68,036
41,782
18,542

$

-

$

-

$

43,097
316,427
238,655
41,782
39,081

-

-

-

-

991,824

-

-

-

991,824

27,071
96,830
82,851
712,424
49,615
150
8,555
1,156
$ 1,153,931

252,026
1,115,428
8,845
3,436
3,821
2,881,045
5,623
25,454
576,466
66,879
4,982,412

111,411
3,930
25,200
117,846
4,969
$ 347,944

139,260
453
312,202
29,573
22,093
2,758
225
$ 551,229

79,504
1,227
503,953
3,583
1,551
213,034
26,983
3,379
1,825,252

6,800
5,082
441,796
20,318
49,212
39,998
23,573
917,686

9,998
9,998

46,050
408,497
1,087,876
1,542,423

516,840
408,497
1,115,428
8,845
1,087,876
33,871
107,028
86,672
4,962,831
112,642
76,367
895,344
147,587
100,181
$ 11,330,875

$

$

$

$

$

Go to the following link to view the audited financial statements and related unqualified opinion online:
members.cogwa.org/uploads/Church_of_God_a_Worldwide_Association_2017_Audit.pdf
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Alexandra Bruhn

ALEXANDRA BRUHN
Alexandra Hope Johnston
Bruhn graduated from Texas
A&M with a bachelor’s degree
in international studies with
a minor in Spanish. This
summer Alex is working
for the City of Longview
Parks and Recreation
department overseeing
the aquatics program.
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Kayla Chaisson

In the fall she plans
to work as an adviser or
program coordinator at a
university’s international
programs/study abroad
department. She also
plans on continuing her
education by pursuing
a master’s degree.
Alex attends the East
Texas congregation.

Russell Ditto

KAYLA CHAISSON
Kayla Simone Chaisson
graduated on May 12,
2018, from Southeastern
Louisiana University (SLU)
with a bachelor in general
studies (BGS) degree.
Her major concentrations
were English and family
consumer science. She
graduated with honors

making the dean’s list and
the president’s list.
Kayla is the daughter of
Cary and Judy Chaisson and
attends the New Orleans,
Louisiana, congregation.
Currently, Kayla is
employed full-time by
Entergy Corporation, a
Fortune 500 business.
She plans to pursue an
online master of business
administration (MBA)
degree from Ashworth
College of Norcross,
Georgia.

RUSSELL DITTO
Russell Ditto graduated
from the University of Texas
at Tyler with a bachelor
of science degree in civil
engineering. He is excited to
have graduated and has no
plans to ever attend college
again!
cogwa.org

Jessica Drumm

As far as employment
goes, Russell has accepted
an engineering position in
Fort Worth installing deep
foundations with Terracon
Consultants, the company
he worked for during his
last semester of college.
“It is an amazing learning
opportunity for me to move
there and be able to work
with some great people in
one of the top firms in the
nation, but I look forward
to eventually returning to
the East Texas area to be
with family and friends,” he
concluded.
Russell attends the East
Texas congregation.

JESSICA DRUMM
Jessica Drumm
graduated with high honors
from Northeast Texas
Community College on
May 12. She graduated
with her second degree, an
associate of science degree
in business administration
along with a certificate of
competency in financial
accounting.
Jessica plans to continue
her education at Texas A&M
University–Texarkana and
is projected to graduate
with a bachelor’s degree in
business administration in
the spring of 2020. While
attending college, Jessica
plans to continue working
as a sales associate to gain
valuable experience in the
August 2018

Caleb Hahn

workplace in the hopes of
one day being able to start
her own company.
Jessica attends the East
Texas congregation.

CALEB HAHN
Caleb Hahn graduated on
May 5 with a bachelor’s degree
in business administration
from the University of Texas
at Tyler, where he majored in
management and minored
in marketing. Caleb was
selected by the Soules
College of Business as the
outstanding undergraduate
management student for the
2017-2018 school year.
While attending college,
Caleb also worked at a local
health foods store. Now that
he has graduated, Caleb
plans to continue working
at the store before possibly
pursuing a career in the
insurance industry.
Caleb attends the East
Texas congregation.

RACHEL HERVEY
Rachel Lynn Hervey
graduated in May from the
College of William & Mary
with a bachelor of science
degree in kinesiology and
health sciences and a minor
in Hispanic studies. Rachel
was on the Dean’s List
and now plans to pursue a
doctorate in physical therapy.
Rachel is the daughter of
Sarah Hervey (her father is

Rachel Hervey

Amberly Walton

the late Stephen Hervey) and
attends the Williamsburg,
Virginia, congregation.
She attended the Church’s
youth camps and later
went on to serve as an aide
for two years at the local
Williamsburg preteen
weekend camp.

AMBERLY WALTON
Amberly Walton
graduated from the
Augusta University Honors
Program on May 11, 2018,
with a bachelor of science
degree in chemistry and a
minor in English. While
a student at AU, she was
cofounder and student
managing editor of The
Arsenal, an interdisciplinary
undergraduate research
journal. Amberly received
numerous scholarships and
awards during her college
career.
Amberly has been
accepted to the Jordan FOI
project, where she will be
working at the Amman
Baccalaureate School. After
completion of the Jordan
project, Amberly plans
to attend graduate school
to work towards a Ph.D.
in English with a focus
on British literature and
literary theory.
Amberly has served the
Augusta church as a pianist
for several years. She is the
daughter of Ken and Jeanne
Walton.

Jacob Zeman

In honor of Amberly’s
graduation, a reception
was held following services
on June 2, 2018. She was
presented with a gift
from the congregation
in recognition of her
achievement.

JACOB ZEMAN
Jacob Irwin Zeman,
son of John and Charlene
Williams, graduated from the
University of Central Florida’s
Interdisciplinary Studies B.S.
degree program on May 3,
2018. His concentrations were
in health and public affairs
with a minor in sociology.
Jacob was inducted into the
Tau Sigma National Honor
Society in the fall of 2017.
After graduation, Jacob
will seek employment as a
counselor in the federal or
state government. He attends
the St. Petersburg, Florida,
congregation, pastored by
Larry Greider.
11
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HIGH SCHOOL
G R A D UAT E S
JORDAN SCOTT
RICHEY
Parents’ names: Robert
and Amy Richey
Congregation: Columbus/
Cambridge, Ohio

Jordan Augustine

Christopher Michael Proctor

JORDAN AUGUSTINE

the regional church events as
she can. In her free time she
enjoys traveling, longboarding
and playing guitar.

Parents’ names: Michael and
Lisa Augustine
Congregation: Little Rock,
Arkansas
High school accomplishments:
Jordan was a part of Rose
Bud FBLA, Drama, BETA
and Glee Club. In high
school, Jordan was the only
one in her class to achieve
the Social Media Business
Communications Award
and the English Award
for two years in a row.
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Jordan enjoys
participating in the COGWA
Youth Camp program, as
well as attending as many of
12
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Plans after graduation:
Jordan will be attending
Arkansas State UniversityBeebe in the fall to study
either graphic design or to
become an English teacher.

CHRISTOPHER
MICHAEL PROCTOR
Parents’ names: Mary Pat and
Ken Proctor
Congregation: Nashville,
Tennessee
High school accomplishments:
Chris graduated with distinction
as a Tennessee Scholar.

Jordan Scott Richey

Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Chris loves to
cook, watch the Florida
Gators play just about
anything, and hang
out with his family.
Plans after graduation:
Chris has a heart for
serving others and has
been accepted to Life
University in Atlanta,
Georgia, where he will seek
an undergraduate degree in
exercise science, and then
go on to get his degree as
a doctor of chiropractic.
His favorite scripture is
Ecclesiastes 9:10: “Whatever
your hand finds to do, do it
with your might; for there
is no work or device or
knowledge or wisdom in the
grave where you are going.”

High school accomplishments:
Jordan completed a twoyear electrical tech program
at Eastland Career Center
in Groveport, Ohio. He
successfully completed
two years of a four-year
program as an apprentice
electrician and will become
a journeyman electrician in
another two years. During
the summer of 2017, out of
a class of 26, he was one of
two candidates who were
recommended to be hired
by Denier Electric to gain
experience and knowledge
in the electrical field.
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Jordan has been
involved in running the
sound system at church
for several years.
Plans after graduation: Upon
graduation, Jordan was hired
full-time by Denier Electric
because of his work ethic
and dedication to his field.
cogwa.org

Church

Potluck

What’s cooking in your congregation?

Minnesota Congregations Honor
Graduates
The Twin Cities and St. Cloud, Minnesota, congregations
honored the Sabbath school participants and high school and
college graduates on May 19, 2018.
The themes of the Sabbath school classes this year were
the plan of salvation and the fall festivals, learning about
God, creation and following God, Jesus Christ, God’s laws,
lessons from the Old Testament, the plan of salvation and
the spring festivals, lessons from the New Testament, and
the fruit of the Spirit. We had five children who learned all
of that this school year!
We also encouraged the children to do some basic Bible
memory—learning the holy days and what they picture, the
10 Commandments, the fruit of the Spirit, the books of the
Bible and more. We also have some basic memory scriptures
that encourage the children to remember some of the themes
discussed throughout the year.
Each of the students received a certificate for participating
in Sabbath school. Special congratulations and a trophy went
to Brandy Creed, who completed all of her memory work!
We also honored our high school and college graduates.
We had two high school graduates: Benjamin Hoaglun
(who plans to attend community college and then continue
working in the drafting field) and Oliva Witt (who plans to
attend Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas).
Our college graduate, Gabriella Kroska, completed her
bachelor’s degree from the University of North Carolina and
is finalizing her postgraduation plans.

Following the presentations, the congregation enjoyed finger
foods. We look forward to seeing the accomplishments of the
young people in our congregation in the years to come!
Barbara Lee

Arkansas Congregations Witness
Blessing of New Arrival
After services on Pentecost, May 20, 2018, the congregations
of Bentonville, Mena and Van Buren were jubilant to witness the
joyous occasion of the blessing of little Darìo Emanuel Mundo
de Sepúlveda by pastor Tom Clark and associate pastor Nathan
Willoughby. (As requested by the family and with pastoral
approval, this blessing took place on Pentecost instead of the
traditional second Sabbath after the Feast.)
Darìo was born on April 27, 2018, and is the son of Ariel and
Astrid Mundo, who are members of the Bentonville congregation.
Darìo’s maternal grandparents are Daniel and Yany Sepúlveda,
who attend the Santiago, Chile, congregation, and his paternal
grandparents are Luis and Dora Mundo. Luis Mundo is the pastor
of the Guatemala City, Guatemala, congregation.
Aurora Gossett
August 2018
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St. Louis Recognizes Sabbath School Students
On June 2, 2018, the St. Louis, Missouri, congregation
celebrated the completion of another successful Sabbath
school year. The theme this year was “Obedience to God.”
Nineteen children, ranging from 4 to 12 in age, were awarded
certificates of completion and received a congratulatory
handshake from their pastor, John Foster. The students were
all recognized for excellent participation, and some were
recognized for memorizing and reciting the assigned Bible
verses for each lesson.

We also extended our appreciation for our fine instructors
and assistants, with special recognition for our senior adviser and
Sabbath school promoter, Shelby Faith, who has written a number
of children’s Bible stories on the Life, Hope & Truth website.
After services, over 50 people attended a picnic for the
children at a local park and enjoyed an afternoon of food and
fellowship. The children also participated in biblically based
games and activities related to the theme of “Obedience to God.”
Matt and Diana Zollner

Congregations Say Farewell to
Willoughbys
On Pentecost, May 20, 2018, Nathan Willoughby gave a
tearful and emotional farewell sermon to the brethren from
Bentonville, Mena and Van Buren in Fort Smith, Arkansas,
where they met for combined services. Mr. Willoughby
had been serving as associate pastor to Tom Clark and is
now serving as pastor for congregations in Louisville and
Henderson, Kentucky, and Nashville, Tennessee.
It was a bittersweet good-bye, since Mr. Willoughby
and his wife, Amanda, had grown up in the area and
will be greatly missed by all who watched them mature
into adulthood. The congregation is pleased, knowing
that they will be taking on a greater role in serving
God’s people.
The Willoughbys were presented with a quilt that was
put together by Mary Clark and consisted of patches made
by each family in the western Arkansas area.
Mr. and Mrs. Willoughby and their daughters, Hailey
and Hannah, have now taken their new assignment. All of
the western Arkansas brethren wish them a spiritually rich
and rewarding life in their new ministerial role.
Aurora Gossett
14
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South Island Members Connect
Members on the South Island of New Zealand had a chance to
pose after the Sabbath of July 7, 2018, in celebration of the merit
award received by member Cecilia Baxter for a voluntary service
rendered for a multicultural organization.
Cecilia has been leading the organization as the chairperson for
nearly 10 years now. The organization’s membership is composed of
different nationalities, mostly immigrants. It was a joyous occasion.
Sumptuous foods were shared after the Sabbath, and there was a lot
of fellowshipping.
On another occasion, we were privileged to receive a casual visit
from Timothy Siopan, a member from the Auckland congregation.
Since it is winter in New Zealand, a trip to a ski field was organized,
and a couple of interested teens received snowboarding and ski
lessons.
The Church members on the South Island connect to the
Church’s webcast every Sabbath. André van Belkum, the New
Zealand pastor, and elder Art Verschoor visit these members on a
regular basis.
Elbert Gargar

Four baptisms in
Kentucky congregations

August 2018

The month of May saw three new
members added to the Louisville, Kentucky,
congregation and one to the Henderson,
Kentucky, congregation. On May 14 Louis and
Tami Harvey were baptized by Mark Winner.
Then on May 27 Angela Onstott and Quentin
Hunsucker were baptized. Angela attends in
Henderson, and the others in Louisville.
Each person God calls has a fascinating
story of how God worked with him or her. Tami
Harvey had been aware of the Church since she
was young, but Louis had no experience with
it. Angela Onstott grew up in the Church, and
Quentin Hunsucker was recently introduced to
it by a friend. God brings together people from
many different backgrounds and makes us all
one family.
Carolyn Winner
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The Rands served and pastored
churches in Michigan, Missouri,
Oregon, Texas, New Mexico and
Florida before Richard retired in
2007. They have served in the Miami
congregation since retirement. They
have been faithful and loyal to God
and His truth through all their
years together. We look forward to
celebrating many more wonderful
anniversaries with them.
Jim Haeffele
We encourage members to
send announcements to be
featured in One Accord. We
feature events in members’
lives, including baptisms, births,
engagements, weddings,
significant anniversaries (25,
40, 50, 60, etc.), and obituaries.
Typically they run between 50
and 100 words; however, we
ask that all submissions stay
under 250 words. Please submit
a high-resolution color photo
along with the written copy to
your congregation’s reporter.

John and Korean McGowen

Anniversaries

Richard and Judy Rand
On June 16, 2018, the Miami,
Florida, congregation presented
Richard and Judy Rand with an
orchid plant, a bottle of champagne
and a special 50th wedding
anniversary cake. Richard and
Judy met at Ambassador College in
Pasadena and were married shortly
after graduation in 1968.
Richard and Judy have been
blessed with two sons and two
daughters: David Rand, Julie Kruger,
Carolyn Rand and Michael Rand.
16
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On Sabbath, June 23, the
Bentonville, Arkansas, congregation
celebrated the longtime marriage of
John and Korean McGowen.
John Harvey McGowen and
Korean Guinn met on a dirt road over
60 years ago. John was on his way to
draw water from a spring, and Korean
was walking down the road to get
her family’s mail. That is where it all
began to bring them to where they are
today. They were married in Stillwell,
Oklahoma, on June 19, 1958.
John and Korean began attending
church in 1968, and Bill Cowan
baptized them both in September of
that year in Stillwell.
They have attended in Fayetteville
and Springdale, Arkansas, and
currently attend in Bentonville,
where John serves as a deacon and
his wife also serves the congregation
faithfully.
The McGowens have five children
and have been blessed with seven
grandchildren and six greatgrandchildren. Three of their five
children are baptized members of
God’s Church.
Vicki Willoughby

David and Christine Cardillo
and their children
Longtime Church of God members
and deacon and deaconess of the
Lowell, Massachusetts, congregation,
David and Christine (Boulanger)
Cardillo, celebrated their 25th
anniversary on June 6, 2018.
Christine and David attended the
Boston, Massachusetts, congregation
from a young age. They shared many
friends, Y.O.U. events and church
dances in their younger days. David
became a baptized member in 1990,
and Christine in 1992.
They got engaged on Sept. 27, 1992,
while on a mountain biking trip. They
were married at the Harris Pelham Inn
in Pelham, New Hampshire, on June 6,
1993, by David Register, who was the
minister of the Boston congregation
at the time. Christine and David
have two children, Jacob, age 19, and
Brooke, age 15.
The Cardillos have enjoyed serving
their congregation for many years.
They’ve also enjoyed serving at several
youth camps over the years.
We were happy to share this
special occasion as a congregation,
along with many visitors from out
of town, on June 2, 2018. David and
Christine received a beautiful flower
arrangement from their local pastor
and his wife, Paul and Jane Suckling,
and the rest of the combined New
England congregation. We all
enjoyed a celebratory cake and a
barbecue potluck.
Christine’s sister, Rebecca Waukau,
gave a speech to honor the couple,
which drew comparisons from their
long and dedicated marriage to her
and her husband’s calling as Church of
God members.
Lorraine Daudelin
cogwa.org

Wedding

Births

Kait and Mitchel Sinon
Linda and Steve Harper
On Saturday, June 9, 2018, Steve and
Linda (Bright) Harper of the Columbia,
South Carolina, congregation celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary. After
services, a catered meal for everyone
was provided by their sons, along with
two beautiful anniversary cakes that
were made by Daphne Schultz and
Shea Dreaden. Tom Schultz, church
pastor, presented the Harpers with gift
certificates and cards, followed by a lot of
loving fellowship.
Steve and Linda first met in
Greensboro, North Carolina, at the
Feast of Unleavened Bread in 1964.
Several years went by before they again
reconnected in late 1967 and early 1968,
when Steve’s family moved to Columbia,
South Carolina, where Linda attended
church with her parents, William and
Doris (Gibbons) Bright. They married on
June 7, 1968.
The Harpers have been blessed with
three sons, eight grandchildren and
one great-grandchild. Steve worked in
construction all his life, and Linda was
a busy mother and housewife. Their
frequent moves over the years included
one to South Africa, where they lived
for 4½ years. Steve retired in 2004, and
once again, they settled back in South
Carolina.
They are longtime members of God’s
Church. Steve was baptized in 1968 and
Linda in 1969.
The Columbia congregation wishes
the Harpers all our love, many happy
years to come and that they never
move again.
Nancy Lochner
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Kait Black, daughter of Gary and
Gale Black, and Mitchel Sinon, son of
Chuck and Deneen Sinon, were married
on July 1, 2018, at the beautiful Aria in
downtown Minneapolis, Minnesota. The
ceremony, attended by approximately 200
guests, was officiated by the bride’s father,
minister of four congregations in the
Minnesota, Wisconsin and North Dakota
areas. The blessing was performed by the
groom’s father, an elder who serves in the
St. Petersburg, Florida, congregation.
Kait’s sisters, Kristen Mazza and Kelsey
Pennington, were matrons of honor.
Mitchel’s sister, Miriam Sinon, along with
Kristen Brunner, Victoria Maynard and Sela
Pelesikoti, attended Kait as bridesmaids.
Mitchel’s older brother, Reggie
Sinon, served as best man. The other
groomsmen were Glade Pennington,
Jake Stoner, Donald Stoner and Rob
Mazza. The ring bearer was Brayden, son
of Kristen and Rob Mazza.
A reception followed with a delicious
brunch and a champagne toast, with
family members addressing the couple
with emotional, humorous toasts and a
poem. Dancing followed with the couple’s
dance and a father-daughter dance set to
a “Kait’s life” video along with their song
and a mother-son dance following the
same “Mitchel’s life” video song format.
Mitchel and Kait grew up in the
Church, coincidentally attending the same
Feast sites at the same time but without
each other’s knowledge. They officially
met at the Montello winter camp, and
both are now baptized Church members.
Following a brief honeymoon, Kait
and Mitchel returned home eager to
begin their lives together.
Charles Haughee
and Deneen Sinon

Arlo and Andreas Himsel
It is with great excitement that
Jared and Heidi Himsel, along with big
brother Andreas, announce the arrival
of Arlo Wesley Himsel. Arlo was born
on Thursday, March 8, 2018, at 2:12
p.m. He weighed 6 pounds 11 ounces
and measured 21 inches long.
Heidi, Andreas and Arlo attend
the Indianapolis, Indianapolis,
congregation.
Jada A. Howell

Sterling Pierce Buchanan
Preston and Emily Buchanan of
the Dallas, Texas, congregation are
thrilled to announce the birth of their
first son, Sterling Pierce Buchanan.
Sterling was born on May 2, 2018,
weighing in at 7 pounds 10 ounces
and 21 inches long. Sterling enjoys
listening to his dad play guitar,
sleeping during church, and playing
with dinosaurs.
Emily Buchanan
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Ordinations

Diana and Brian White
On May 19, 2018, Brian and Diana
White of the Knoxville, Tennessee,
congregation were ordained as deacon
and deaconess by their pastor, Eric
Evans, along with elders Jeff Baker and
Steve Ferenchiak. Both Brian and Diana
were born and raised in God’s Church.
Brian was baptized in 1986, and Diana,
in 1988. They both have served in many
areas within several congregations in
Washington, Oregon and Indiana over
the years.
This year they will be celebrating their
30th wedding anniversary and are blessed
with two children and two grandchildren.
Judy Swanson

Born in Galveston on Dec. 12, 1928,
Shirley graduated from Ball High School
in 1947 and was married to Melvin Ray
Scott on Sept. 17, 1947.
Shirley was a daughter, sister, mother,
grandmother, great-grandmother,
beautician, midwife and a member of the
Church of God, a Worldwide Association.
In the early 1960s her mother-in-law
introduced her to The Plain Truth. Shirley
became interested, and her family began
attending in Houston the Sabbath before
Pentecost in 1962.
Shirley had a passion for her family and
enriched the lives of others through her
many talents—arts and crafts, quilting,
singing, sewing, cooking, cake decorating,
Brazilian embroidery, caregiving,
organizational abilities and a deep love for
God’s way. She was active in serving the
local congregation over the years.
Shirley is survived by her husband,
Melvin; daughter, Susan Smith; and sons,
Stuart Dean and David Ray. She is missed
by all who knew her.
Susan Scott Smith

gardener at the college. Later, he became a
plumber, working in places as far away as
Alaska. He retired in 1992 but never lost
his love for golf or gardening.
He had a passion for understanding
God’s Word and was a dedicated Christian.
Allen lived the last 15 years of his life with
his daughter Annette and was able to
attend services only on rare occasions.
A private memorial service conducted
by Memphis pastor Justin Adkins was
held on May 12, 2018.
Allen is survived by his daughter
Annette (Albert) Weinerman, sons
David (Caroline) and Brian (Kristin),
twin sister Opal, brother Ron, sister
Janice, two grandchildren and 12 greatgrandchildren. His was preceded in death
by his wife Anne, his brother William Jr.,
sister Marjorie and brother Fred.
He lived a difficult life, with many ups
and downs. But he would tell you that he
had no regrets. He longed for the return of
Jesus Christ and the coming Kingdom of
God, for which he now patiently awaits.
Justin Adkins

Allen Bettes

Norma Benson

Allen Bettes, 82, a longtime Church
of God member, died peacefully at home
on Friday, May 4, 2018, in Olive Branch,
Mississippi. This followed a long battle
with cancer.
Mr. Bettes was born on July 26,
1935, in Granby, Missouri, to William
and Mary Bettes. He graduated high
school in 1953, and in 1954, he went to
Ambassador College.
He married Charlotte Anne Howard
of Webb City, Missouri, on April 22, 1955.
They lived in Pasadena, where Allen was a

Norma Benson, 79, a longtime member
of the Church of God in St. John’s,
Newfoundland, Canada, died Feb.
12, 2018. Baptized in the early 1970s,
she was one of the early converts in
Newfoundland.
Norma’s husband of 55 years, Tolson,
was not a member and predeceased her
by two years. She is survived by one
daughter and four sons, in addition to
numerous grandchildren.
Life wasn’t always easy for Norma,
but to those who knew her in the

Obituaries

Shirley Ruth Scott
Shirley Ruth (Hinton) Scott, 89,
of Kemah, Texas, died Wednesday,
May 9, 2018, from complications of
Parkinson’s disease.
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Church, she was a wonderful example
of faith, patience and endurance. She
was always cheerful and happy. She
was, as her daughter, Deanna, wrote in
her public obituary, “a beautiful, gentlenatured lady, who treasured her faith in
God, loved unconditionally and always
had kind words and encouragement
to share. She had a lighthearted spirit,
enjoyed life and pleasured in singing
and dancing. Her long journey with
Alzheimer’s disease is now over.”
Norma once gave a speech about
how in her younger days she was always
looking for the pot of gold at the end of
the rainbow. But she realized that she
had found the real treasure.
Norma, like all of us, was a sojourner
on the earth. She has finished her
course and now has joined all those
who have “died in faith, not having
received the promises.”
We look forward to that great day
when Norma and all the faithful will
receive their crown of righteousness.
David Smith

Helen Detter was born April 28,
1931, and died June 11, 2018. She was
a faithful member of God’s Church
for many years. Helen had been in
bad health for some time and was at
the Brown Health and Rehabilitation
Center in Royston, Georgia, when
she died.

Helen will be missed and
remembered for her hospitality
and love for everyone. Sending
cards to others on their birthday or
anniversary made her happy, as did
hosting a pool party for the members
once a year. She also served quietly in
many other ways.
Helen was married to her husband,
Dick Detter, for 57 years, and he
preceded her in death. Her children
are Christy (James) DeCouto of
Canon, Georgia; Darryl (Gail) Detter
of Bowman, Georgia; Wade Detter of
Hartwell, Georgia; and Tracy Detter
of Hartwell. She is also survived by
her sister, Sheryl Brodie, of Royston,
Georgia; brother, Dale Knight, of
Canon; six grandchildren; and several
nieces and nephews.
Her pastor, Bruce Gore, officiated
at funeral services on June 15, 2018,
at Pruitt Funeral Home Chapel, and
internment followed in the Rose Hill
Cemetery.
Donna Quintana

Thomas, his daughter, Susan (Cliff)
Demarest; and his four grandchildren,
Derek, David and Kaley Demarest and
Makayla Thomas.
Don Thomas was born May 22, 1939,
to J.D. and Ina Thomas in Laurel Hill,
Florida. He was the second of four children
and grew up helping on his family’s farm,
playing sports in school, singing with his
siblings at their local church and attending
4-H camp in the summers.
After graduation from Troy State
University with a degree in education,
he taught elementary school science and
physical education in Fort Walton Beach,
Florida. On July 1, 1960, he married his
beautiful bride, Edwina.
It was through his wife’s mother, who
listened to Herbert W. Armstrong on
the radio and was baptized by Wayne
Cole in 1957, that Don became familiar
with the truth of God. Don and Edwina
were baptized Sept. 22, 1962, in Opp,
Alabama, and moved to Mobile in
1963 to be a part of the newly formed

congregation there. On Dec. 12, 1964,
Don was ordained a deacon, and on May
26, 1969, he was ordained an elder.
In Mobile he opened his own business,
Thomas Paperhanging, where he worked
for over 40 years, including many years
working side by side with his son, Scott.
Don had a deep love for his brethren,
Church and God. He was a man of
character, humility and faith. He
adored his wife, cherished his children
and treasured his grandchildren. He
loved God’s creation, often taking his
family on long road trips to see the
Smoky Mountains, California beaches,
Canadian glaciers and the turning
of Aspen trees in Colorado. He loved
music of all varieties and had a beautiful
singing voice. He was a great athlete,
playing baseball, softball and basketball
competitively for many years.
All his family and brethren will miss
him and look forward to seeing him
again in God’s coming Kingdom.
Susan Demarest

Helen Knight Detter

Tribute

James Donald Thomas
James Donald Thomas of Mobile,
Alabama, died Feb. 24, 2018, surrounded
by his family.
He is survived by his wife of 58 years,
Edwina Thomas; his son, Scott (Crystal)

August 2018

19

The New Office Project
Is in Full Swing!
We’ve entered an exciting phase of the new office project for the
Church of God, a Worldwide Association. The property is changing
from moment to moment, so keep your eyes on the progress!

Find updates on the building’s progress at

http://members.cogwa.org/new-office/

