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TThe word tragedy is 
defined in the Oxford English 
Dictionary as “an event 
causing great suffering.” 
Normally these days when 
we speak of tragedy, we think 
of egregious attacks on large 
groups of innocent people. 
In the past 12 months in the 
U.S. and Europe we have seen 
several of these attacks—the 
Orlando nightclub shooting 
that took the lives of 49 
people, the Nice truck attack 
that killed 84 people, and the most recent attack on London 
Bridge where eight were killed and 48 were injured. 

In the past month we have also witnessed tragedy within 
the Church. Early in the morning on May 15, 2017, we were 
informed of the death of Todd Carey, the pastor of two 
congregations—one in Virginia and one in Delaware. Mr. 
Carey had been diagnosed earlier this year with ALS, but 
was expected to live a few years with this condition before 
it became life-threatening. But he died without warning 
within a few months of his diagnosis. Then on June 16, while 
traveling, I was informed of the sudden death of our pastor 
in Peru, Manuel Quijano.

Mr. Quijano had been diagnosed with liver cancer earlier 
this year, but no one expected that he would die so soon. 
He died of an infection at a local hospital in Lima on Friday 
morning, June 16, and was buried on Sunday morning, 
June 18. Saul Langarica, our pastor in Chile, and his wife, 
Carmen, were able to arrive from Chile in time to conduct 
the graveside service.

This past weekend Sharron and I were in Virginia to visit 
one of the congregations formerly pastored by Mr. Carey. We 
also wanted to visit with Gloria, Mr. Carey’s widow, and his 
two sons, Justin and Bronson, to see how they were doing. 
We were very encouraged to find that they were doing well 
overall and that the local congregation was also doing well. 
It was a situation where we traveled to an area to encourage 
the brethren, but when we left, I believe, we were more 
encouraged by them than they were by us!

In visiting with the members in Virginia I saw firsthand 
what a loss the congregation experienced. They already love 
their new pastor, Larry Lambert, and his wife, Wilma, but in 
their hearts there will always be a special place for Mr. Carey. 
He was one of a kind—a deeply dedicated minister who just 
naturally loved people. 

Even prior to his conversion, he exhibited these same 
traits. During our visit, Gloria showed me a paper she 
had just received from one of Todd’s high school football 
teammates in 1976. The paper was for an English project in 
which the assignment was to write about someone who had 
been a big influence in your life. This teammate wrote his 
paper about Todd Carey! By reading this paper, written by a 

15-year-old in 1976, about Todd, 
who was only 17 himself at the 
time, you see the genuine love for 
others that Todd possessed even 
at such a young age. His death 
was a tragedy for his family, for 
the brethren in Virginia and 
Delaware, and for the entire 
Church. 

On the Sabbath of June 24 
(I am writing this on Monday, 
June 19), I plan to visit the Lima, 
Peru, congregation. Leon Walker, 
the regional director for Latin 

America, is unable to make the trip to Peru at this time because of 
recent surgery. We both agreed that it was important for someone 
in the administration to visit during this time of great sorrow. 

Mr. Quijano had been the pastor in Peru for the past 22 years. 
He was humble and of a quiet spirit, but he stood strong when 
difficulties surfaced in the Church in 1995 and then again in 
2010. He was always respectful but firm in his convictions. My 
memories of Manuel Quijano are of a man who stood out by 
trying not to stand out! He worked behind the scenes and was a 
true servant of God’s people. He will be deeply missed by his wife, 
Clara; his son, Alec; the congregations in Peru; and the Church 
worldwide.

In my sermon in Virginia I began with Hebrews 9:27-28. We 
often read this section of Scripture at a funeral, but we generally 
stop after verse 27: “And as it is appointed for men to die once, 
but after this the judgment.” But I believe verse 28 provides the 
hope we all need at a time like this: “So Christ was offered once to 
bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will 
appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.”

The return of Jesus Christ will make everything right! Death is 
a tragedy and even more tragic when it is sudden and unexpected. 
But one day soon Jesus Christ will return with the resurrected 
saints and those who will be changed in “a moment in the 
twinkling of an eye at the last trumpet” (1 Corinthians 15:51-52). 
I am saddened by these two deaths, but I want to encourage all of 
us to be sure we are among those who “eagerly wait” for Christ to 
return and put an end to tragedy!

personal from the president
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PS: Because of the timing of Mr. Carey’s and Mr. Quijano’s 
deaths, we will publish a written tribute to each one, prepared with 
the help of their families, in next month’s edition of One Accord.
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Plans for New Office 
Building Taking Shape

By Mike Bennett

Careful planning is yielding exciting designs for a headquarters office 
building that will facilitate the work of the Church. Things will begin to 

happen quickly as we approach a June 2018 move-in.

  fter nearly two years of 
considering options and 
then deciding on a site, 
the plans for a new office 
building for the Church 
are quickly taking shape. 

In mid-July the Church is scheduled to 
complete the purchase of “7.4 acres of 
prime real estate in the city of McKinney 
and only 10 minutes from our current 
office. The property is ideally located at 
the intersection of two major freeways,” 
said President Jim Franks.

“Approximately 2 acres of the 7 
actually borders on the extension of the 
Sam Rayburn Tollway, which makes that 
corner extremely valuable and something 
we would consider selling in the future 
to recoup some of the funds spent on the 
property. So, anytime you can purchase 
7.4 acres of land and sell 2 acres that you 
aren’t planning to use for half or more of 

the price you paid for the total amount, 
it’s a good deal.”
 
Wisdom in numbers

By the time our current office lease 
expires at the end of May 2018, the 
Church will have paid $1 million in rent 
for the last six years. If we were then to 
lease space for a larger office, instead 
of buying and building, our projected 
leasing costs would be about $30,000 per 
month for 17,000 square feet. Buying 
property and building is roughly half 
that cost.

“By owning the property, we will 
be able to obtain a mortgage at very 
favorable interest rates—between 4.25 
and 5 percent,” said Mr. Franks. “The 
mortgage will be amortized over 25 
years, which means monthly payments of 
between $16,194 and $17,464 per month.”

In December 2015 the Ministerial 

Board of Directors (MBOD) saw the 
logic of building rather than leasing and 
directed the administration to purchase 
property. The process has continued 
carefully ever since. 

The land will be purchased for $1.5 
million from cash reserves, and a loan 
will be taken out for the building. “We 
will still maintain six to eight weeks of 
reserves even after the land purchase,” 
Mr. Franks said, crediting God’s blessing.

“Our current plan calls for us 
to complete this building project 
without taking any funds away from 
preaching the gospel or caring for the 
congregations,” Mr. Franks said. “That 
was very important for us when we began 
this process two years ago.”

 
Finalizing floor plans

Currently, the administration is 
meeting weekly with the architects and 

A
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designers to finalize floor plans and 
decide on the look of the one-story, 
17,000-square-foot building. 

“In the new building we will have 
room for expansion,” Mr. Franks 
said. “We will have a larger studio 
and recording area, along with a fully 
functioning mailroom and warehouse 
area and a classroom that will seat 40 to 
60 students.” 
 
Inspiration and communication

Ministerial Services administrator 
David Evans has been happy to see that 
the planning process has taken into 
account the “need for future expansion 
of the building due to the continual 
increase in the work the Church is 
planning and doing.”

Foundation Institute instructor 
David Johnson said, “The 
administration did a careful job of 
trying to locate the best property, but 
the property that initially looked the 
most promising to all of us—including 
the MBOD—turned out to have 
problems we didn’t anticipate. It was 

inspiring to see how God’s hand opened 
up the right property at the right time 
and prevented us from making what 
would have been an expensive choice.

“In addition, the administration has 
kept us informed about the progress of 
the whole project and has welcomed any 
input we have. We are very excited about 
the new building and look forward to 
moving Foundation Institute into its 
new classroom and facilities.”

Building excitement
Staff members are getting excited 

about the new building. 
Manuel Iturra, who wears many 

hats, including video editor/producer, 
international Web manager and 
translator, said, “As part of the Media 
team, I am really looking forward to the 
new studio space. There is still a lot of 
work to do ahead of us, and I am pretty 
sure that this will help us tremendously 
to accomplish our goals in a better way. 
More space, also means more room for 
laborers in God’s harvest, so we have to 
continue praying to the Lord for that to 

happen! Also, the fact of being in our 
own space will give us a better sense of 
belonging and camaraderie!”

Kelli Hogg, social media specialist, 
said, “With the proposed f loor plan, 
each department will be grouped in 
the building, and I’m looking forward 
to having all of the Media team offices 
near each other.”

Jeremy Lallier, a writer in the Media 
area, highlighted another team-building 
aspect of the new building. “I’m really 
looking forward to having a lunchroom. 
With everyone eating in their offices 
or eating out, there aren’t a lot of 
opportunities for just catching up and 
shooting the breeze!”

Timeline
The plan is to close on the property 

in mid-July and to have all the necessary 
permits obtained by mid-October. 
Construction would begin around Oct. 
23.

“Our goal is to complete the building 
by the end of our current lease, May 31, 
2018,” Mr. Franks said. OA
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2017 HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATES

Aiva Aviles Emma Bradford Jeremy Breland

AIVA AVILES

Parents’ names: Armando and 
Jennifer Aviles

Congregation: Dallas, Texas 

High school accomplishments: 
Aiva participated in athletics 
throughout her school years, 
playing golf, volleyball, 
basketball and running 
track. She lettered in softball 
her sophomore year. Aiva 
graduated from Richland 
Collegiate High School this 
spring, receiving both her 
high school diploma and an 
associate of science degree.

Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Aiva is the middle 
child of three girls. She is 
a girl with a loving and 
compassionate spirit, and you 
will often find her laughing 
and making others do the 
same. Aiva enjoys spending 
her time outdoors, watching 

movies and hanging out with 
friends and family.

Plans after graduation: This 
fall Aiva will begin classes at 
the College of Engineering 
at the University of Texas at 
Arlington, where she will 
pursue a bachelor’s degree in 
aerospace engineering.

EMMA LEA 
BRADFORD

Parents’ names: Rick and Beth 
Bradford

Congregation: Trenton, 
Georgia, moving to Knoxville, 
Tennessee

High school accomplishments: 
Emma was homeschooled and 
completed high school in two 
years with honors.

Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Emma’s church 
activities include choir and 

attending summer camp. Her 
hobbies are music, art and 
martial arts. 

Plans after graduation: Emma 
plans to attend college, 
majoring in biology.

JEREMY SCOTT 
BRELAND 

Parents’ names: Jimmy and 
Elizabeth Breland

Congregation: Queens, New 
York

High school accomplishments: 
Jeremy graduated from Francis 
Lewis High School this month.   

Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Jeremy enjoys all 
sports, but has a particular 
passion for tennis. For the 
past two summers, Jeremy 
has worked with a city tennis 
organization, teaching 

tennis to children.
Plans after graduation: Jeremy 
will attend Queens College 
this fall. Although his major 
is undeclared, Jeremy hopes 
to study something within the 
field of sports and fitness.

JAKE CARDILLO 

Parents’ names: David and 
Christine Cardillo 

Congregation: Lowell, 
Massachusetts

High school accomplishments: 
Jake graduated on June 3, 
2017, from Chelmsford High 
School. While attending, he 
was a National Honor Society 
Member, National Merit 
Commended Scholar and AP 
Scholar. He was also a part of 
the Web Design Club. Upon 
graduation, Jake was awarded 
the John and Abigail Adams 
Scholarship.

Jake Cardillo
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Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Jake enjoys playing 
the drums, listening to music 
and playing video games with 
his friends. He has attended 
youth camps as a preteen and 
teen at Camp Heritage and has 
served on the soccer staff at 
Camp Arrowhead since he was 
13. He also helps out on the 
sound crew at services. 

Plans after graduation: 
Jake plans to attend the 
University of Massachusetts 
in Lowell, Massachusetts, 
after graduation, where he 
was accepted into the Honors 
College and will be pursuing a 
degree in computer science.

 
JAYDE LINSEY COX 

Parents’ names: Joel and 
Jodi Cox

Congregation: Phoenix, 
Arizona 

High school accomplishments: 
Jayde completed 80 hours’ 
worth of community service 
and was a member of her 
school’s Ambassador Club. 

Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Jayde has been to 
multiple summer camps 
and has participated in the 
Southwest Teen Weekend 
and the WFW in Portland, 
Oregon. Jayde enjoys reading, 
working, spending time with 
friends and working with 
small children. 

Plans after graduation: In 
the fall of 2017 Jayde will 
be attending the Mary Lou 
Fulton Teachers College at 
Arizona State University to 
study elementary education. 
She also hopes to attend 
Foundation Institute for 
one year and be a part 
of Foundation Outreach 
International at some point.

SARAH ANA 
CUNNINGHAM

Parents’ names: Rex and 
Teresa Cunningham

Grandmother’s name: 
Esther Lytle

Congregation: Sherman, 
Texas

High school accomplishments: 
Sarah graduated with honors 
in statistics, AP English, 
medical terminology and 
psychology. She was also 
presented with the Future 
Science and Technology 
award.

Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Sarah’s interests 
are singing and playing 
instruments, as well as 
writing her own music. She is 
currently learning to play the 
guitar and piano. 

Plans after graduation: Sarah 
plans to get married to her 
fiancé, Jared Brown, in 
September of this year and 
then plans to go to college 
in the spring. Further than 
that, she knows that God has 
plans of good for her, plans of 
a future and hope (Jeremiah 
29:11).

BRIANA ANGÉLIQUE 
EVANS

Parents’ names: David and 
Marguerite Evans 

Congregation: Dallas, Texas

High school accomplishments: 
Briana participated in the 
rigorous International 
Baccalaureate Program. She 
received the Gold-level Lauréat 
National Certificat d’honneur 
twice and the Bronze award 
once from the American 
Association of French 
Professors. She also received 
AP Scholar with Distinction, 
AP Scholar with Honor and 
National AP Scholar awards. 
She graduated with honors 
(4.38 GPA), ranked 43rd out 
of a class of 1,260, and was 
awarded the Certificate of 
Merit in the National Merit 
Scholarship Program. She 
will receive at least 24 college 
semester credit hours.

Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Briana attended 
teen camps as a camper and 
was an assistant canoeing 
instructor at preteen camp. 
She has eagerly participated in 
the Winter Family Weekend, 
played on the girls’ basketball 
team and joined the Teen 
Speech Club. She is a lifeguard 
and loves cats, international 
travel, the great outdoors and 
music, including developing 
vocal, piano, guitar, ukulele 
and dancing skills. She 
welcomes challenges.

Plans after graduation: 
Briana will attend the 
University of Texas at Dallas, 
majoring in physics. She 
was awarded the four-year 
UTD National Merit Finalist 
Scholarship and invited to 
participate in the Hobson 
Wildenthal Honors College, 

including the Collegium V 
Honors Program.

TYLER COLE GATLEY

Parents’ names: David and 
Kim Gatley

Congregation:  San Antonio, 
Texas

High school accomplishments: 
Tyler was captain of the 
varsity tennis team for 
three years and graduated 
distinguished with honors.

Church activities/hobbies/
interests:  Tyler has served 
as staff at COGWA Youth 
Camps. He enjoys playing
tennis, hiking, volleyball and 
cooking.

Plans after graduation: 
Tyler plans to go to Northeast

Jayde Cox Sarah Cunningham

Briana Evans Tyler Gatley
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Lakeview College and pursue 
a degree in kinesiology.

CHRISTIAN  
ALEXANDER GOMEZ

Parent’s name: Sandra Gomez

Congregation: Dallas, Texas

High school accomplishments: 
Christian graduated with high 
honors and was recognized as 
a Texas Scholar.

Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Christian has enjoyed 
such church activities as 
playing volleyball and working 
as staff at Camp Lone Star. His 
hobbies and other interests 
include spending time with 
friends playing online video 
games, board games, card 
games and other mind-
developing, strategy and skill 
games.

Plans after graduation:  
Christian plans to attend a  
community college in the fall.

DYLAN ALEXANDER 
HAIGHT

Parents’ names: Alan and 
Sheryl Haight

Congregation: St. Petersburg, 
Florida  

High school accomplisments: 
In high school Dylan was 
active in theater and 
culinary arts. 
 
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Dylan attends the 
St. Petersburg congregation, 
where he is active in the choir.

Plans after graduation: Dylan 
plans to pursue a career in the 
culinary and hospitality field. 

EMERICH HAMILTON

Parent’s name: Melissa 
Hamilton

Congregation: Akron/
Canton, Ohio

High school accomplishments: 
Emerich was homeschooled. 
He most enjoyed studying 
history, reading and writing. 
He has written one book, yet 
to be published, and is almost 
finished with a second.  
 
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: This year Emerich 
graduated from the Pittsburgh 
Teen Speech Club. Emerich 
has been in Scouting from an 
early age, starting with the 
Boy Scouts of America and 
then transferring to Trail 
Life USA in 2014. Emerich 
completed the requirements 
to reach the Horizon Award 
(equivalent to the Life Scout) 
by earning the Journey 
Award, earning the required 
Trail Badges plus electives, 
completing required hours of 
service, holding a leadership 
position or fulfilling 
leadership requirements, 
and fulfilling troop meeting 
attendance and participation 
requirements. 

Emerich has been 
attending the Church’s 
youth camps since 2005, 
when he was 6 years old. His 
interests include writing, 
wood carving, sketching 

and camping. He also enjoys 
archery and is, in fact, level-1 
certified and teaches at Camp 
Beaumont, a Boy Scout 
summer camp.

Plans after graduation: 
Emerich plans to go to college 
and study forestry, so that he 
can become a forester, and 
also plans to continue writing. 
He plans to start attending 
the Young Men’s Leadership 
Club. He also will be an adult 
leader with Trail Life USA 
and volunteer with COGWA 
Youth Camps.

CALEB WILLIAM 
HILLS

Parents’ names: Dexter and 
Doreen Hills

Congregation: Milliken/
Berthoud, Colorado 

High school accomplishments:  
Caleb maintained above a 
3.0 GPA throughout high 
school and received an art 
achievement award and a 
math achievement award. 
Caleb participated in FCA 
Club and History Club and 
was vice president of FCA in 
his senior year. He lettered 
in cross-country, track 
and basketball and went to 
state in track. He received 
scholarships.
 
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Caleb is interested 
in welding, farming, 
running, camping and 
fishing.

Plans after graduation: Caleb 
plans to obtain welding 
certifications.

BRADLEY KYLE 
HUDSON

Parents’ names: John and 
Rochelle Hudson

Congregation: Dallas, Texas

High school accomplishments:  
Brad graduated from high 
school on May 12, 2017, with 
42 college credits already 
accomplished. During 

Christian Gomez Dylan Haight

Bradley HudsonCaleb Hills

Emerich Hamilton
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his senior year he also 
participated in an internship 
at the Michael Johnson 
Performance Center, helping 
to train athletes for speed.

Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Brad is very health 
conscious and loves to 
work out. He also enjoys 
many sports, especially 
baseball, wakeboarding and 
snowboarding.

Plans after graduation: Brad 
will be attending Southern 
Illinois University in the 
fall and will be studying 
kinesiology and exercise 
science.

AUSTIN KOBERNAT

Parents’ names: Kris and 
Molly Kobernat

Congregation: Dallas, Texas

High school accomplishments:  
Austin graduated with 
recognition for his 
accomplishments in 
advanced photography. His 
photography won him awards 
and acknowledgments at the 
city hall in Allen, Texas.
 
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Austin’s dream 
career would be to work for 
National Geographic taking 
travel photographs. His love 
of travel has taken him to 
many countries, and he is 
currently spending part of 
his summer in Europe. 

Plans after graduation: 
Austin will be attending 
Collin County Community 
College this fall. 

KYLAR GARRETT 
MEYER

Parents’ names: Cary and 
Katrina Meyer

Congregation: New Orleans, 
Louisiana

High school accomplishments:  
Kylar maintained a 4.0 all 

through his high school 
years. He graduated with 
honors; got a 29 on his 
ACT; and had outstanding 
scores on assessment tests 
in algebra I, English II, 
biology, world history, 
environmental science and 
business fundamentals.
 
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Kylar has a love of 
science, animals, reading, 
kayaking, fishing, drawing, 
cooking and grilling! He has 
enjoyed both Camp Strong 
Rock and Camp Carter! He 
is hoping to attend Winter 
Camp this year if possible.

Plans after graduation: 
Kylar plans to attend Pearl 
River Community College 
in Poplarville, Mississippi, 
where he received a 
presidential scholarship 
that covers tuition, room 
and board. He intends to 
take his basic courses there 
for the next two years and 
then transfer to Mississippi 
State or the University of 
Southern Mississippi to 
follow the career path he 
decides on.

KATELYN MARIE 
MORRIS

Parents’ names: Mark and 
Linda Morris

Congregation: Dallas, Texas

High school accomplishments:  
Katelyn graduated high 
school with about 40 college 
credit hours from Eastfield 
Community College, 
where she was a member 
of Phi Beta Kappa and the 
Communications Club. 
 
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Katelyn is a very 
independent young lady 
who has grown through 
challenging herself and 
serving others. She began 
taking piano lessons at 
age 7 and now enjoys 
accompanying the church 
choir on holy days. She has 

logged many hours serving 
at Throwaway Ponies, a 
horse rescue farm. Her 
love and gentleness had a 
calming effect on the horses.

Plans after graduation: 
Katelyn has been accepted 
to University of Texas 
at Arlington, where she 
plans to major in either 
communications or 
psychology.

WILLIAM LAWRENCE 
NEFF JR.

Parents’ names: William and 
Natalie Neff

Congregation: Sacramento, 
California

High school accomplishments:  
Throughout William’s years 
at Ponderosa High School, he 

explored many different 
activities—he swam on the 
high school swim team, was 
an active member of FFA 
and Key Club, and was the 
founder and president of 
Nature Club.
 
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: In his spare time, 
William enjoys swimming, 
camping, photography, 
surfing, running and 
traveling. His love of the 
outdoors and caring for 
animals has promoted his 
interests in protecting the 
environment, good health 
and nutrition.   

Plans after graduation: 
William plans to explore the 
social sciences as he furthers 
his education at the local 
community college. Later 
he hopes to transfer to a 
university near the beach.

Austin Kobernat Kylar Meyer

Katelyn Morris William Neff
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WESLEY THOMAS 
PORTER

Parents’ names: Keith and Jo 
Ann Porter

Congregation: Little Rock, 
Arkansas 

High school accomplishments:  
Wesley has been 
homeschooled his entire life.
 
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Wesley loves 
playing basketball. He 
began playing on the local 
homeschool basketball team 
when he was 9 years old. He 
has played in several national 
homeschool basketball 
tournaments. He also enjoys 
playing video games and 
creative writing. Wesley is 
an active member of the 
Little Rock congregation. 
He serves by helping set up 
sound equipment. During 
the summers Wesley enjoys 
attending church camp, 
where he has worked on 
activity staff and as an 
assistant counselor. 

Plans after graduation: 
Wesley plans to attend 
Pulaski Technical College 
and eventually transfer to 
the University of Arkansas at 
Little Rock, where he would 
like to pursue a degree in 
computer science and game 
design. 

MIKAYLA REHOR
Parents’ names: Jerry and 
Tami Rehor

Congregation: Louisville, 
Kentucky 

High school accomplishments: 
Mikayla attended Floyd 
Central High School, where 
she was in the National 
Honor Society and in the 

top 18 percent of her class 
of 437 students. She was the 
editor-in-chief of a five-year 
Hoosier Star Award–winning 
yearbook and heavily 
involved in journalism every 
year of high school. She 
participated in her school’s 
French Club and was a 
member of the track and field 
team for three years. In her 
senior year she was awarded 
the Cadet Teacher of the 
Year, and she graduated with 
an honors diploma.  
 
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Mikayla attended 
preteen camp for seven years, 
served on staff for preteen 
camp and has been a camper 
at every U.S. teen summer 
and winter camp except 
for one—and she will be 
attending it this summer. She 
is part of the moving club 
for her church congregation. 
She enjoys being a teacher 
in Sabbath school and is 
the general herder and 
entertainer for the numerous 
children in her congregation. 
She immensely enjoys doing 
anything outside, reading, 
playing the ukulele, drawing 
and graphic design, and 
being with friends and 
family.

Plans after graduation: 
Mikayla will attend Hanover 
College this fall, where 
she will major in primary 
education. After college, 
she will hopefully be able to 
attend FI or participate in a 
Church-sponsored overseas 
project. 

DOHSAY SEIN
Parents’ names: Tha and 
MuMu Sein

Congregation: Raleigh, North 
Carolina

High school accomplishments: 
DohSay helps set up the sound 
system for church services and 
plays flute during the song 
service.

Church activities/hobbies/
interests:  DohSay enjoys 
playing sports and also playing 
musical instruments. His 
favorite sports are soccer and 
volleyball. He plays flute, 
guitar and a little bit of piano.

Plans after graduation: 
DohSay’s plan after graduation 
is to study HVAC for two years 
at Durham Tech Community 
College. 

BRIAN COLE 
SOLOMON

Parents’ names: Larry and 
Shirlene Solomon

Congregation: East Texas

High school accomplishments:  
Brian graduated from Penn 
Foster High School and 
has been homeschooled 
since kindergarten. His 
extracurricular activities 
included tennis, and his 
favorite subject in high school 
was history.

Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Brian enjoys the 

Mikayla Rehor

DohSay Sein Brian Solomon

Wesley Porter
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great outdoors and got 
started in primitive hiking 
with his aunt on family 
vacations. He has hiked 
several hundred miles of 
the Ozark mountain trail in 
Arkansas. Brian is musically 
talented and began playing 
the piano at age 12 and took 
lessons for four years. He 
performed in the national 
guild competitions held 
at the University of Texas 
at Tyler for two years and 
achieved superior ranking. 
Another of Brian’s passions is 
cooking. He enjoys watching 
cooking shows and trying 
new f lavorful recipes. Brian 
has participated in numerous 

church camps and attended 
Camp Heritage, where he took 
part in the whitewater rafting 
trip. He has also attended 
Winter Family Weekend and 
enjoyed sumo wrestling as 
one of his favorite activities.

Plans after graduation: Brian 
will attend Tyler Junior 
College in the fall and take 
general study courses.

PRESTON STOLLEY  

Parents’ names: Dan and 
Rebekah Stolley

Congregation: Fort Worth, 
Texas

High school accomplishments:  
Preston graduated from 
Byron Nelson High School. 
He was a member of the track 
and cross-country teams for 
four years. 

Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Preston has been 
an active member of the 
teen club. He has also 
been a member of the teen 
basketball and volleyball 
teams. Preston enjoys 
running, hiking, deer 
hunting and camping. 

Plans after graduation: 
Preston will attend Tarrant 
County College in the 
fall and then transfer to a 
university. He is considering 
majoring in business 
computer information 
systems.

CHASE SWANSON

Parents’ names: Rich and Kris 
Swanson

Congregation: Peoria, Illinois

High school accomplishments:  
Chase was homeschooled 
from the time he was 6 until 
he graduated high school. 

Church activities/hobbies/ 
interests: Chase enjoys 
getting exercise and playing 
sports. One thing he loves the 
most is being out in nature. 
He hopes to travel to many 
places around the world in 
the future. He’s been going 
to camp ever since he was 13, 
and he plans on going this 
year as well.

Plans after graduation: 
Chase will be attending 
Illinois Central College, 
and he has lots of interest in 
geography and business.

HAVEN ALANNA 
SWANSON

Parents’ names: Will and 
Sharon Swanson

Congregation: Hickory, North 
Carolina

High school accomplishments:  
Haven was president of the 
writing club and involved in 
Beta Club, FBLA and Friends 
for Change. She graduated 
summa cum laude.

Church activities/hobbies/
interests:  Haven enjoys 
writing, reading and volunteer 
work.

Plans after graduation: Haven 
is working throughout the 
summer before she pursues 
a degree in business at High 
Point University with interests 
in international studies, 
Spanish and creative writing.

HAILEY WILLOUGHBY

Parents’ names: Nathan and 
Amanda Willoughby

Congregation: Bentonville, 
Arkansas

High school accomplishments:  
Hailey graduated with honors 
and has won many drama 
awards. 

Church activities/hobbies/
interests:  Hailey enjoys 
playing ukulele and piano, 
photography, film and 
laughter.

Plans after graduation: 
Hailey plans to go to a junior 
college to get an associate of 
arts degree and then transfer 
to a university to finish her 
degree, and eventually go to 
FI.

Preston Stolley Chase Swanson

Haven Swanson Hailey Willoughby
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Reflections
Journeys

a Lifetime of Ministry

and

Bob and Ruby Peoples became 
acquainted as teenagers in the 
early 1950s. They both worked 
at the Arcade Department 
Store in Fort Smith, Arkansas, 

while attending high school. After 
Bob’s graduation in 1954 they married 
and settled in Fort Smith. He was an 
accountant for International Harvester, 
and she worked for the Singer Sewing 
Machine Company. Paula, their first 
child, was born while they lived in Fort 
Smith.

After their last pastorate in 
Shreveport, Texas, the Peoples retired 
from full-time ministry. They were 
asked to share some memories of their 
experiences in the ministry.

How did you come in contact 
with the truth?

Mr. Peoples recalled, “Not long 
after we got married, I found an old 
Plain Truth magazine in the attic of my 
parents’ home. We began reading the 
magazine and studying literature from 
the Worldwide Church of God.” Ruby 
added, “It was quite a change for Baptists, 
especially wine at Passover.”

In 1963 Bob accepted a job in 
California. They began attending church 
in El Monte and were baptized in 1964. 
Ruby said, “We were baptized together, 
and I was pregnant with our second 
child, David. Since then I’ve told David 
he’s been baptized twice.”

In 1968 the Peoples were asked to 
attend Ambassador College for a one-
year program. At that time of rapid 
growth, the Church had a pressing need 
for ministers. They and others attended 
a concentrated program of classes. 
Both Bob and Ruby stated they were 
“busy with classes and visiting” and 
“appreciative of having a salary and a 
place to live.”

How did your lives change in 
1968? 
     “While we were students at 

Ambassador, our daughter Paula died. 
She was only 8 and a student at Imperial 
Schools. It was a bad time for us, … but 
we learned to have a deeper empathy for 
our brethren when they went through … 
problems in their lives.”

Mrs. Peoples added, “The brethren 
were very supportive. We received many 
helpful cards from others who knew what 
we were feeling. Our son David was only 
3 or 4, and for a while kept looking for 
Paula.”

Were you excited about 
being sent out into the field 
ministry?

“I was ordained an elder in 1969 and 
sent to Oregon to help with the Eugene 
and Salem churches. We were thrilled. 
Our son David was young and excited 
about moving, too,” Bob recounted.

“It was interesting to live in this area 
and meet several people who had known 
Mr. Armstrong … when he started the 
Radio Church of God. While I was pastor 
of the Salem church, I started a monthly 
Bible study in Bend, Oregon.”

Ruby remembers days of wonderful 
fellowship and service. The Spokesman 
Club helped widows by painting their 
houses. Teens mowed grass. “We’d fix 
food, can fruit and vegetables. One time 
we put a roof on the house of a blind 
man. It was good for us all.”

In 1975 they were transferred to 
Mississippi to pastor the Jackson and 
Greenwood churches, and several times 
Mr. Peoples coordinated the Feast in 
Biloxi.

Later the Peoples served in Longview 
and Lufkin, Texas (1984-91); Houston 
West and Victoria, Texas (1991-94); 
Abilene and San Angelo, Texas (1994-
95); and in East Texas and Shreveport, 
Louisiana (1995-97).

What did you enjoy most 
about pastoring?

Bob’s answer? “We enjoyed seeing 
young people grow up in the Church, 

stay in the Church, then have their 
own children attending. … It gives us a 
positive feeling and great hope for the 
future.”

Do you recall a particularly 
meaningful experience as a 
pastor?

“Baptizing both of our sons,” Mr. 
Peoples answered. “I baptized David in 
1980 in Big Sandy, and Greg in 1990 in 
Big Sandy.”

Has being a team in the 
ministry been good for your 
family?

“Yes. The boys missed a few social 
things in school, but they had the Feast 
and travel. They made friends at camp. 
They made friends with interesting 
adults, some who were ‘grandpas and 
grandmas’ to them.”

“God gave our family many blessings. 
Being in the ministry made our marriage 
stronger. It helped us rear our children. 
We learned from other families by 
helping and counseling them.”

“We were together most of the time,” 
Ruby said, “and we liked that. When you 
counsel families with marriage problems, 
you want to help them, but you also work 
harder to be kind to each other.”

How are you staying involved 
as a retired couple?

“We’re happy to be here in Austin 
with a congregation of all ages. We relax, 
do what we can, volunteer, keep in touch 
with members and friends.”

Mr. Peoples retired for health reasons 
but serves as energy permits. The Peoples 
delight in keeping up with their children 
and grandchildren. David and his wife, 
Missy, and their sons Wesley and Wyatt 
live a few hours away. Greg and his wife, 
Val, and their daughter Ashley live in 
Colorado, but it’s not surprising to see 
them in Austin making a family visit. 
OA

Bob and 
Ruby Peoples
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Yes, God surely loves you. He loves you 
for what you can become; He loves you in 
spite of what you have done. How can you 
be sure of that? You are on the right track 
by realizing that you need to make changes 
in your thinking and your behavior. 

Sadly, people are commonly told 
“just believe and you are saved.” That 
doesn’t work in human relationships. A 
bad relationship isn’t repaired by simply 
believing everything is okay, regardless of 
how you think, speak or act. The way to 
repair a relationship involves changing, 
regaining the trust of the other person. 

Similarly, we have to change 
our behavior in order to establish a 
relationship with God. It is possible with 
God’s help for you to become the humble, 
loving, unselfish and patient person that 
you know you should be. Begin by reading 
“What Is Forgiveness?” and find God’s 
promise to give you a fresh start every 
time you need it. 

The scriptures cited will also show 
you that what you do with that new 
beginning is critically important. God’s 
love is unconditional, but He expects (even 
requires) certain things of us. Putting 
forth every effort to do what God wants of 
us isn’t trying to “earn salvation”; instead 
it is doing what you would do to repair any 
relationship.

Jesus said that we are to think of God 
as our Father. Consider the dynamics 
of a healthy human family. Parents love 
their children unconditionally. Yet if the 

children are disconnected, nonresponsive 
or deliberately disobedient, parents 
are limited in how much they can do 
for them. Even a human parent knows 
that it would hurt children to give them 
every benefit if the children aren’t living 
the way they should. Clearly, family 
relationships are affected by the children’s 
behavior. Similarly, our relationship with 
our Heavenly Father is affected by our 
behavior. 

We have many resources to assist you 
in making the right choices. Regarding the 
quality of humility, read this short Daily 
Bible Verse Blog post, “Who Trembles at 
My Word.” It discusses Isaiah 66:2, which 
speaks of the humble, loving and patient 
attitude you recognize that you need. The 
blog post offers the reader the option of 
digging deeper by reading “The Pharisee 
and the Tax Collector.” You are probably 
familiar with the parable. The article 
amplifies it, showing how to apply it. 

All of these items direct readers to our 
booklet Change Your Life, which presents 
the entire process of conversion from 
start to finish. The booklet will help you 
discover truths that you didn’t realize the 
Bible said. Our material brings together 
related scriptures, like putting the pieces 
of a puzzle together, to give our readers a 
rich understanding. 

These few items will start you on the 
path to building a relationship with God. 
Let us know if we can be of further help! 
OA

personal contact

I am a terrible sinner. I 
am prideful, selfish and 
sometimes very ungrateful 
for the things I have. I 
have become hateful. I’m 
looking for a Bible verse 
that will humble me and 
help me show love and 
patience. Does God love 
me even though I am bad? 
I am the bad fruit.

Q a
with CeCil Maranville

Through this column, we 
want to provide you with 
a window on the work of 
the Personal Correspondence 
Department. Because we 
interact mostly with people 
new to God’s truth, some 
topics might not seem 
directly applicable to you. 
But think how you would 
answer the question if 
someone asked it of you! 
And many answers will 
contain spiritual principles 
that you can apply in your 
life, even if the question 
isn’t one you would ask.

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/forgiveness/what-is-forgiveness/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/blog/who-trembles-at-my-word/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/blog/who-trembles-at-my-word/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/justification/the-pharisee-and-the-tax-collector/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/justification/the-pharisee-and-the-tax-collector/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/offers/change-your-life/
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church          Potluck
What’s cooking in your congregation?

Zachary Breland 
Graduates College

Zachary James Breland graduated 
from Queens College with a bachelor 
of arts in psychology. He has been 
accepted into a three-year graduate 
program in school psychology and 
will begin his studies this fall. 

Although Zachary’s course 

of study will require full-time 
attendance, he will continue to 
teach tennis part-time. Apart from 
his college studies, Zachary earned 
certification as a youth tennis 
instructor. For the past six years, he 
has been teaching tennis for a city 
tennis organization. 

Zachary attends the Queens, New 
York, congregation with his parents, 
Jimmy and Elizabeth Breland.

Elizabeth Breland

Sarah Hanson 
Graduates Summa 

Cum Laude
Please join the Roanoke, Virginia, 

congregation in congratulating Sarah 
Hanson, daughter of Van and Polly 
Hanson. Sarah received a bachelor’s 
degree from Virginia Tech’s electrical 
engineering program and graduated 
summa cum laude. Sarah minored 
in biomedical engineering and is 
working at an internship this summer 
in Baltimore, Maryland, with a 

company that designs devices for 
research hospitals.

Sarah will return to Virginia 
Tech this fall to complete a master’s 
degree in electrical engineering. 
Due to Sarah’s outstanding 
accomplishments, the Department 
of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering at Virginia Tech 
offered her a graduate teaching 
assistantship, tuition scholarship 
and supplemental Webber Master 
Fellowship. Congratulations, Sarah, 
we are so proud of you!

Polly Hanson

Ciara Steele 
Graduates 

College With 
Honors

On May 20, 2017, 
Ciara Steele graduated 
from Converse College 
in Spartanburg, South 
Carolina, completing the 
college’s four-year honors 
program in three years. She earned a bachelor of science 
degree in biochemistry with a minor in psychology, 
while maintaining a GPA of 3.994. 

During her studies, she conducted research for the 
chemistry department. Ciara presented her research in 
multiple symposiums and won best oral presentation in 
health sciences at the South Carolina upstate research 
symposium.

Her list of awards and accomplishments 
are outstanding. Among others, she wrote and 
presented an honors thesis on her research, was 
given the Outstanding Senior Award by the Western 
Carolina’s Section of the ACS, was inducted into 
the college’s Gamma Sigma Society and won the 
leadership award as president and founder of the 
Environmental Club.

Ciara’s future plans include attending Foundation 
Institute this fall and then working in research or 
entering graduate school for analytical chemistry.

Ciara is the daughter of Geoff and Charlotte 
Steele, and she attends the Columbia, South 
Carolina, congregation pastored by Tom Schultz. 
The congregation honored Ciara after Sabbath 
services on May 20 with special hors d’oeuvres and 
graduation cake and presented her an engraved desk 
clock. We congratulate Ciara and send her our love 
during her next quest for knowledge. She will truly 
be missed during her attendance at FI.

Nancy Lochner
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Mitchel Sinon 
graduates College

On Sunday morning, April 30, 
2017, Mitchel Sinon graduated 
from the University of Florida 
with a bachelor of science degree 
in business administration 
and marketing and minors 
in mass communications and 
entrepreneurship. 

He is a baptized member of the 
Church of God and attends both 
the Ocala, Florida, congregation 
and the St. Petersburg, Florida, 
congregation, where his family 
attends. 

Mitchel will be interning at 
Raymond James this summer and 
will be returning to the University 
of Florida in the fall to continue 
classes toward a master’s degree in 
international business, which he will 
receive in December of 2017.

Charles Haughee

Athens Yard Sale a Stunning Success!
On June 11, 2017, the Athens, Ohio, congregation held a very 

successful yard sale. The purpose of the sale was to raise funds for 
the local congregations and to help support Foundation Outreach 
International. Members of the Athens, Ohio, and Morgantown and 
Parkersburg, West Virginia, congregations donated many different 
“treasures,” such as an exercise bike, clothing, an old fax machine and a 
porch railing. 

It was also a fun opportunity for the members to fellowship and enjoy 
a warm, windy summer day. After seven hours of selling, the church 
made $400. It was a fun and successful day for everyone involved.

Josh Travers

Fort Worth Holds Teen Service 
Sabbath

Some people may view serving as something that is tough or 
something that wouldn’t be enjoyable. Actually, it’s quite the opposite of 
that, and the Fort Worth teens put their willingness to serve into action. 

On April 29, 2017, teens in the Fort Worth congregation, assisted 
by some young adults, fulfilled tasks that are part of church services. 
There were many roles to take part in. For instance, Raquel Rodriguez 
and Courtney Houghton greeted people at the doors; Rowan Cooksey 
and Raquel Rodriguez helped with stage decorations; Timothy Rickard 
led songs; Collin Jones gave the opening prayer; Christopher Berg gave 
the closing prayer; Rowan Cooksey served as the historian; and Calvin 
Jones gave an amazing sermonette titled “Facing Your Giants.”

The Teen Service Sabbath has been an annual tradition in the Fort 
Worth congregation for the past 12 years. The Fort Worth teens and 
young adults did an excellent job serving in the church, and they 
showed that serving is more than meets the eye. The teens learned what 
it takes to accomplish a successful Sabbath service, and it gives them 
a sense of appreciation every time they go to church. The teens enjoy 
helping with the duties, and many continue serving in various roles 
throughout the year.

Rowan Cooksey 
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Ladies Enjoy Day Off in Austin
The men of the Austin, Texas, congregation put on a 

special meal to honor the ladies the day before Mother’s 
Day. The men huddled before the special event to plan out 
a special menu of chicken marsala, roasted vegetables, 
tossed salad, dinner roll and a smorgasbord of desserts 
that was something to behold! The special evening saw the 
meal prepared without incident, and the young adults of 
the congregation participated by serving the meals and 
drinks to all the folks in the church. 

The men were happy to observe that the evening was 
a great success. But they did have to acknowledge some 
portion estimation issues, as there was enough salad left 
over to feed an army of rabbits. The evening was a nice 
way to show the mothers in the congregation how much 
they are appreciated for all that they do.

Rob Poffenroth

minnesota congregations honor 
graduates with a summer picnic

Where can you learn about God, Jesus Christ, God’s 
festivals and plan of salvation, creation, God’s laws, 
lessons from the Old and New Testaments, and the fruit of 
the Spirit all in one school year? In the Twin Cities and St. 
Cloud, Minnesota, Sabbath school classes! The program 
follows the admonition of Deuteronomy 6:7: “You shall 
teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the 
way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.” 

This year 10 young people, led by two instructors and 
one assistant, were recognized for their accomplishments 
on the Sabbath of June 17. Each student received a 
certificate for their participation.  

The program encouraged the children to do some basic 
Bible memory work—such as God’s holy day plan and 
what the days picture, the 10 commandments, the fruit of 
the Spirit, the books of the Bible and some basic memory 
scriptures. Those who completed a portion of the memory 
work for their grade level received ribbons, while those 
who completed it all received trophies.  

We also honored one high school graduate with a card 
and a gift from the congregation. Our pastor, Gary Black, 
described this young man’s future plans. We rejoice with 
him in celebrating his accomplishments and look forward 
to seeing what the future holds for him!

Following the recognition, our combined Twin Cities 
and St. Cloud congregations enjoyed our first picnic of 
the summer. Even though rain was in the forecast, the 
weather stayed dry through the duration of the picnic. 
We thoroughly enjoyed the fellowship, and as true 
Minnesotans, we take advantage of every minute of summer that is available to us!

The men tended to the serious business of grilling the meat, while the ladies set up the food table. We enjoyed our meal 
together. The graduates were honored with cupcakes for dessert.

Barbara Lee
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Dave Myers and Gabe Ellis
On Sunday, March 12, 2017, Paul 

Gabriel Ellis was baptized by his pastor, 
Dave Myers. Gabe attends the Akron-
Canton, Ohio, congregation. What 
made this baptism so very special is that 
Mr. Myers also blessed Gabe as a baby! 

The Myers family had just been 
transferred to the area during the 
summer of 1996, when Gabe’s parents, 
Roger and Sandy, approached Mr. 
Myers to ask if their firstborn son could 
be blessed. The Ellises had a number of 
family members who were not a part of 
the Church, but they wanted all of them 
to witness the blessing of their son. The 
blessing took place in a private room of 
a local restaurant and was followed by a 
lovely dinner. 

The event was well-received by the 
entire family. As he made his official 
commitment to God 21 years later, 
Gabe’s baptism was certainly a day for 
all to rejoice.

We encourage members to send announcements to be featured in One Accord. We feature events in 
members’ lives, including baptisms, births, engagements, weddings, significant anniversaries (25, 40, 

50, 60, etc.), and obituaries. Typically they run between 50 and 100 words; however, we ask that all 
submissions stay under 250 words. Please submit a high-resolution color photo along with the written 

copy to your congregation’s reporter.

announcements

BAPTISMS

BIRTHS

Arabella Fay Kriskovich was born 
April 17, 2017, to Eranne and Keefe 
Kriskovich. She was 8 pounds 13 
ounces and measured 21¼ inches 
long. Eranne and Keefe attend the 

Arabella Fay Kriskovich

WEDDINGS

Claudia and David Smith
Claudia Sue Wolcott of Aubrey, 

Texas, and David H. Smith of San 
Antonio were married at the home of 
the bride on March 25, 2017. 

The double-ring ceremony was 
performed by Andy Burnett, pastor of 
the Sherman and Dallas congregations. 
He was assisted by David Treybig, 
pastor of the Austin congregation. June 
Thompson, friend of the bride, was 
matron of honor, and David E. Smith, 
son of the groom, was the best man. 

The bride owns and operates Paws, 
Claws and Hooves, a pet-care service 
in Aubrey. The groom is retired from 
HVAC sales with Comfort Products 
Distributing/Carrier Enterprise in 
Columbia, Missouri. 

After a honeymoon trip through 
the beautiful Texas Hill Country, the 
couple resides in Aubrey and attends 
the Sherman and Dallas congregations. 

ANNIVERSARIES

Eunice and Gene Lamb
Gene Lamb was born on a farm 

Memphis, Tennessee, congregation 
with maternal grandparents, Joseph 
and Cindy Kosloski. The paternal 
grandparents are Kevin and Shelly 
Kriskovich of Billings, Montana. 

in Sharon Springs, a small town in 
western Kansas. Eunice Hanavan Lamb 
was born on a farm in a small town 
in eastern Colorado called Arapahoe. 
When Gene graduated high school, he 
played saxophone in a local swing-jazz 
band called the Night Owls. This band 
traveled around the various towns in 
western Kansas and eastern Colorado, 
playing for local town dances or high 
school proms. At one of these dances, 
Gene met Eunice, and they began 
dating shortly thereafter. After dating 
about two years, they were married 
at the ages of 19 and 21 on April 10, 
1947, in a simple ceremony performed 
by a justice of the peace in Goodland, 
Kansas, where they lived for a time after 
that.

This year they are celebrating their 
70th wedding anniversary!

They moved on to Littleton, 
Colorado, where Gene was employed 
by the Gates Rubber Company factory 
and also where they built a new home. 
When country life began to call to them 
again, they bought a small farm with a 
large farmhouse in 1958 just outside of 
Strasburg, Colorado, where they lived 
and raised their children. Gene farmed 
while also working at various service 
stations in the surrounding area. After 
selling the farmland (but keeping the 
farmhouse), Gene opened up Gene’s 
Automobile Repair Shop in Strasburg 
and later became part owner of a local 
gas and propane business called Tri-
Valley Gas Company. Eunice was a 
homemaker for many years before 
working at local grocery stores in 
Strasburg and the neighboring town of 
Byers. In 1981 they sold the farmhouse 
and built a new house in Strasburg 
where they still currently reside. 

They have four daughters, Monica 
Koerner, who lives in Katy, Texas; 
Marilyn Chamberlain, who lives in 
Glendale, Arizona; Malea Lamb, who 
lives in Chandler, Arizona; and Melanie 
(John) Towne, who lives in Shelbyville, 
Illinois. They have five grandchildren, 
Ryan (Melanie) Koerner, Dustin 
Chamberlain, Danielle (Jon) Roberts, 
Kelly Towne and Madison Towne. They 
also have two great-grandchildren, 
Jonathan and Luke Roberts.

Gene and Eunice have both been 
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Will and Jan Wenberg
On Sunday, April 30, 2017, family 

and friends gathered to congratulate 
Jan and Will Wenberg on their 60th 
wedding anniversary at a celebration 
planned by their family. 

Jan is a member of the St. Cloud, 
Minnesota, congregation. She started 
reading The Plain Truth magazine and 
sermon notes that a friend loaned her, 
and she began attending services in 
December of 1972. Jan was baptized 
in December of 1973. Her husband, 
Will, or one of her children takes her 
to Sabbath services. When she can’t 
attend, Will helps her get online to 
listen to the webcast.

Jan and Will first met in the 
summer of 1952 at a roller rink 
and then again in 1956 at a school 
basketball tournament. They were 
engaged that fall and married April 28, 
1957. Jan and Will have four children, 
seven grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren.

Jan feels blessed by her wonderful 
and helpful Church family. We 
feel blessed to have Jan in our 
congregation. In the local Twin Cities 
and St. Cloud congregations, there are 
few if any who have not received a card 

Verlene and Marvan Simpson

The afternoon of the Last Day of 
Unleavened Bread, April 17, 2017, was 
a special one for the brethren in the 
Caribbean. Marvan (Don) Simpson 
was ordained an elder by the regional 
director of the Caribbean, Arnold 
Hampton.

Mr. Simpson was baptized in May 
of 1968 and was ordained as a deacon 
on July 4, 2009. He is the first elder 
to be ordained in the Caribbean in 
the Church of God, a Worldwide 
Association. One hundred brethren 
from the Caribbean community, 
including Barbados, Trinidad, 
Bahamas, Grenada and St. Lucia, 
as well as St. Kitts, witnessed the 
ordination via webcast. 

Mr. Simpson is the husband of 
Verlene Douglas-Simpson. Their son 
Shemuel performed special music 
with Saron Francis prior to the 
ceremony. 

Mr. Simpson will continue to 
serve the brethren in St. Kitts and 
the Nevis. The entire Caribbean 
region congratulates this effervescent, 
industrious and loyal servant.

Osmonde Douglas

ORDINATIONS

Nick and Sarah Slaughter with
David Treybig

The Last Day of Unleavened 

Michael Watts and 
Arnold Mendez Sr.

On the first day of Unleavened 
Bread, April 11, 2017, the Harlingen, 
Texas, congregation was blessed with 
the ordination of Michael Watts 
to the office of deacon. The local 
pastor, Arnold Mendez Sr., ordained 
him during the morning service.  

Michael Watts has been very 
helpful to the congregation. He 
delivers sermons, sermonettes and 
also helps out with song leading. He 
is very hospitable and has hosted 
several Night to Be Much Observed 
celebrations at his home. He 
consistently helps out in other areas 
including the setup and takedown of 
the hall. He has served the Church 
tirelessly for many years. He was 
born into the Church and has a long 
history in the Church. His father 
was a deacon, and his grandfather 
was an elder. 

or note of encouragement from Jan in 
the mail. She is known for the prayers 
and encouragement she offers on behalf 
of all of us in the congregation!

Congratulations, Jan and Will!
Barbara Lee

retired now for several years and have 
spent their time traveling, visiting with 
friends and relatives and gardening 
together. They have traveled to Texas, 
Arizona, Illinois and California to 
attend their grandchildren’s high school 
graduations, college graduations and 
the older grandchildren’s weddings. 
Most recently, they traveled to Arizona 
last year to spend Thanksgiving with 
their two great-grandchildren.

Gene and Eunice began attending 
the Church of God in 1958 in Lyons, 
Colorado, and attended their first Feast 
of Tabernacles in 1959 in Big Sandy. 
They’ve attended every year since 
that time in various locations and are 
looking forward to their 59th Feast this 
year in Estes Park.

Monica Koerner

Bread 2017 was a special day for the 
Austin, Texas, congregation. On this 
day, Nick and Sarah Slaughter were 
ordained as deacon and deaconess. 
The ordination was performed by 
Austin pastor David Treybig and 
elders Bob Peoples and Jack Hendren 
(Sarah’s father), which made the 
occasion even more special. 

The couple grew up in God’s 
Church. They were both baptized 
in 1991 and were married a year 
later on Nov. 8, 1992. They have two 
daughters, Isabella and Sabrina. 

Nick and Sarah have served in 
many different areas throughout 
their years in the Church, including 
helping with setup at the Feast of 
Tabernacles and at weekly Sabbath 
services. They also perform special 
music and simply do whatever needs 
to be done. They have also enjoyed 
working with the youth in different 
ways, including coaching sports. 
Nick and Sarah are wonderful 
examples of what it means to serve 
others. 

Rhianna Cartwright
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Michael Watts always displays a 
can-do attitude. He is energetic and is 
a consistent, dependable servant to the 
congregation.

The Harlingen congregation has 
been blessed to have such a dedicated 
and faithful servant. The members are 
appreciative of all the work that he has 
done and rejoice because his work has 
been recognized with his ordination.

Arnold Mendez Sr.

Elizabeth Decker

OBITUARIES

Elizabeth Decker, age 91, of the 
Columbia, Missouri, congregation, 
died on Nov. 5, 2016, surrounded 
by her family and hospice care, 
after suffering from a long illness. 
She now awaits her new body in the 
resurrection.

Elizabeth Andreas was born Nov. 
28, 1925, in Beatrice, Nebraska, and 
lived there most of her adult life. After 
graduation from Bethel College in 
Newton, Kansas, she became a one-
room country school teacher in and 
around the Beatrice area. She married 
Leon Decker on May 17, 1950. 

She began listening to Mr. 
Armstrong on the radio in the late 
1950s before being baptized with her 
husband, Leon, on one of the baptizing 
tours around 1959. Her mother, 
Magdalene Andreas, and brothers, 
John, Paul and Edward, and their wives 
were also baptized around that same 
time. They then attended the Wichita, 
Kansas, congregation, which was a 
mere four hours away! She was one of 
the founding members of the Omaha, 
Nebraska, congregation of the Radio 
Church of God, when it started in 1964 
and remained faithful to the truth in 
the years that followed. She moved to 
Columbia, Missouri, with her husband 

in 2008 to be near family. Church, 
family and education were important 
parts of Elizabeth’s life. She loved 
traveling with her husband and family 
and was able to attend the Feast of 
Tabernacles in Squaw Valley, Big 
Sandy, Lake of the Ozarks, Germany, 
Jamaica and Alaska. Some of her 
favorite pastimes were gardening, 
reading, solving word puzzles and 
visiting with friends. She especially 
enjoyed teaching her children and 
grandchildren about their heritage.

She is survived by her husband 
of 66 years, Leon Decker; five 
daughters, Carol (Harry) Miller, 
Constance (Robert) Pelley of the 
Columbia congregation, Mary (John) 
Hutchison, Shirley (Joseph) Decker 
of the Akron, Ohio, congregation, 
and Dara (Gregory) Vaughn of 
the Dallas, Texas, congregation; 
14 grandchildren; and six great-
grandchildren. She now awaits the 
coming Kingdom of God. 

Dara Vaughn

Shelby Jean Penney

Shelby Jean Penney, 79, a member 
of the Trenton, Georgia, congregation, 
died on Dec. 26, 2016. She was born 
in Soddy-Daisy, Tennessee, near 
Chattanooga and was married in 1955 
to James B. Penney. They were married 
for 57 years at the time of Mr. Penney’s 
death in 2012. Their first child, Rhonda 
Gay, also preceded Shelby in death.

Shelby attended her first Feast of 
Tabernacles in 1964 with her husband 
and other family members. She was a 
faithful member of the Church of God 
from that time until her death.

Survivors include her daughter, 
Sandy Penney; sons, Steve (Heather) 
and David (Carmen) Penney; 
eight grandchildren; nine great-
grandchildren; and numerous relatives 

and friends. Her brother-in-law and 
sister-in-law, Grady and Charlotte 
Penney, attend the Trenton, Georgia, 
congregation.

Shelby was diagnosed with cancer 
in January of 2015. During her illness, 
she set a good example of trusting in 
God. She was positive and upbeat and 
encouraged her visitors as much as they 
encouraged her. Shelby was loved by 
all who knew her and will be greatly 
missed.

Funeral services were held on Friday, 
Dec. 30, 2016, with Tom Kirkpatrick 
and Eric Evans officiating. 

Debra Doss and 
Annette Epperson

Robert D. Shriver 

Longtime member Robert D. Shriver 
entered his rest on Jan. 21, 2017, after 
several years in a nursing home. Bob 
was born in February of 1941 in West 
Virginia. His father was a coal miner, 
and Bob was the second of eight 
children. His parents learned about the 
Church in the 1950s and were baptized 
in 1963.

When Bob got out of the army in 
1962, he started attending church 
services. He married Betty Rutter, 
and they attended the Philadelphia 
congregation. Bob, Betty and their 
three children eventually moved to 
Colorado and attended church in 
Fort Collins. Bob had a very outgoing 
personality and loved to talk to people. 
He was always looking for ways to 
serve. He was the one who copied 
sermons and sent them to shut-ins. He 
wrote to prisoners and would give an 
occasional sermonette. He was always 
ready to help anyone who needed it.

He and Betty would take widows 
to the Feast and share Feast housing 
with other members to make 
accommodations more affordable for 
those without much money. He was a 
window cleaner, shade tree mechanic 
and carpenter, and he had many other 
talents. One of his favorite activities 
was attending potlucks and picnics. 
He would bring the ice cream. He had 
a mischievous smile and fun sense 
of humor. Betty died in April 2001 
from breast cancer. His mother, Gatha 
Williams, survives him and still attends 
services in the Twin Cities, Minnesota, 
congregation, as do two of Bob’s sisters, 
Mary Burke and Teresa Luginbill.

Melanie Quick
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