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and encouragement and not just reports, which
could be given on In Accord or in One Accord. We
hope that the presentations during the conference
can be shared with all of you over the next several
weeks. It is exciting to be part of the work of God,
but it is also sobering. We always want to do more,
but we are often limited by our physical resources.
Please pray that God will open the doors and
provide us with the resources to walk through them!
Before concluding this article, I wanted to make
mention of a very sad event. On the morning of
May 15, we were informed of the death of one of our
fine, younger ministers, Todd Carey. Todd was a
great example of enthusiasm, zeal and love for God’s
people. He will be sorely missed.
Todd was diagnosed with ALS earlier this year. I
am reminded of the verse in Isaiah that says, “The
righteous perishes, and no man takes it to heart;
merciful men are taken away, while no one considers
that the righteous is taken away from evil” (Isaiah
57:1). In the King James Version this verse reads,
“taken away from the evil to come.” We loved Todd
greatly and will do all we can to comfort his wife,
Gloria, and their two sons, Justin and Bronson.
Please pray for the family and for the congregations
in Virginia and Delaware who will deeply miss him,
along with his big smile and his great love for the
brethren.

Jim Franks
President
Church of God, a Worldwide Association
@jimbfranks

Cover photo by Chantelle Breidenthal

As I write this column for the June issue of
One Accord, the big news around the office is the
Ministerial Conference. The conference began with
a welcome barbecue dinner on Sunday evening, May
21. This was followed by two full days of meetings,
Monday, May 22, and Tuesday, May 23. Afterward,
we had one day set aside for the international elders.
Except for those who planned an extended stay,
most headed home on either Wednesday, May 24,
or Thursday, May 25, in time to be back for the
Sabbath.
This was our first full conference for the
ministry since 2015. We currently have 218 elders
worldwide, and approximately 75 percent were
in attendance at this year’s conference. Most of
those not attending are from outside the U.S. It is
difficult for our ministers in Africa, some parts of
Latin America and the Philippines to get visas to
visit the U.S. Others are facing serious health issues
that prevented them from attending. When we add
spouses and staff to the number of elders, we had
around 300 in attendance for Monday and Tuesday,
with a smaller group for the international meetings
on Wednesday.
The theme for the conference this year was
“Zealous for God’s Work: Fulfilling the Great
Commission.” Each operation manager spoke on
some aspect of this topic and provided updates
and reports. I gave an update to the ministry on
the progress we are making in constructing an
office building. As I mentioned last month, we are
currently in the process of purchasing land in the
south McKinney, Texas, area. Once we get all our
building permits secured, we are hopeful to break
ground by the fall and complete the building by May
2018. We would appreciate your prayers for all to go
well!
We always enjoy getting together with the
ministry, but it is our desire to provide inspiration
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Ministers Strive to Become Ever
More “Zealous for God’s Work”
at Conference
More than 270 elders and wives from 19 countries attended an
inspiring International Ministerial Conference May 21 to 23.
By Mike Bennett

Photos by Mary Lallier and Chantelle Breidenthal
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“W

e just completed a conference that, from all the
comments, was well received by the ministry and
their wives,” said Jim Franks, president of the
Church of God, a Worldwide Association.
Don Simpson, a new elder from St. Lucia attending his first
ministerial conference, said, “Coming to the conference, you
get the big picture—that’s what’s important. … You want to go
back home and do all these things!”
King Finlay, a longtime elder from Pennsylvania, described
the conference as “extremely inspiring” and “very unified.” He
said, “My wife and I are absolutely delighted to have come.” His
wife Virginia said, “We’re like family now.”

Themed presentations
Heartfelt and uplifting messages formed the core of the
program. Mr. Franks opened with “Zealous for God’s Work:
How to Change the World” and concluded with “The Future Is
Now.” Clyde Kilough presented “Zeal, the Gospel and Defending the Faith.” He also announced the launch of the new
COGWA members’ app, now available in Apple’s App Store and
on Google Play.
Joel Meeker titled his presentation after Hebrews 6:11-12,
“Show Diligence That You Do Not Become Sluggish.” Doug
Horchak used the analogies of “Shepherds, Sheepdogs and
Sheep,” highlighting the motivation of love.

Honors and emotions

Throughout the conference, ministers and wives did much
rejoicing and weeping together.
Those having served 50 years in the ministry were honored:
June 2017

Jim and Barbara Chapman, Larry and Linda Neff, Greg and
Marian Sargent, Roy and Pauline Demarest, and Bruce and
Phyllis Gore. Newly ordained and credentialed elders and wives
were warmly welcomed: Kurt and Sherrill Tannert, Wes and
Trish Cohron, Van and Polly Hanson, Tom and Julie Burrow,
Lanny and Carrie Kester, Chuck and Deneen Sinon, Don and
Verlene Simpson, Larry and Shirlene Solomon, Clifford and
Carolyn Adams, and Will McLoughlin.
Those who finished their race in the last year were remembered and mourned: Don Waterhouse, Dick King, Annie Shaw
and Todd Carey, who died suddenly just a week before the conference. Several times speakers had to stop to regain composure
from the strong emotions.

Inspiring international reports

Five men gave fascinating glimpses of the Church around
the world, including stories of dedicated brethren, miraculous
interventions and video greetings from scattered members.
In the limited time available, Joel Meeker covered Europe
and Africa; David Baker showed Asia, Australia and New
Zealand; Arnold Hampton introduced the Caribbean; Saul
Langarica spoke about Latin America; and Steve Tshabalala
gave insights into the Church in his home country of
Zimbabwe.
The conference also included a Ministerial Services’ update,
a treasurer’s report, a building update, and presentations about
Foundation Outreach International and Foundation Institute.
After the conference, international ministers met May 24,
followed by separate meetings for the French and Latin American ministers. In addition, the Doctrine Committee took
advantage of the time together for a face-to-face meeting. OA
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2017 FI Graduates Get Out!
The fifth year of Foundation Institute has prepared 24 more
students for service.
By Joshua Travers

“G

et out of here!” That was
the message of Dave Myers’
commencement address
to the 2017 Foundation
Institute graduates—get out and do
something! With a quote from a piece
of classic literature—namely, Oh, the
Places You’ ll Go! by Dr. Seuss—Mr.
Myers told the graduates that it was
their responsibility to move on and
show the world what Foundation
Institute is about.
The graduation was the conclusion
of a busy and active weekend for the
graduates and their families. Classes
were completed on Thursday, including
an emotional good-bye for the class to
the apostle Paul. On Friday students
greeted their families and began the
process of packing. That evening,
6
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there was an ice cream social where
the families could see the headquarters
office as well as enjoy tasty ice cream.
Sabbath services had a sermonette
by graduate Reggie Sinon on sweating
the little things and then a sermon by
Jim Franks on the core principles of
Christianity. Services were promptly
followed by an official class graduation
picture, and snacks and cake were
enjoyed in honor of the graduates.
At the graduation itself on Sunday,
24 students walked and received their
graduation certificates. The students
were Hector Beltran, Kait Black,
Preston Buchanan, Coleton Chambers,
Codi Lyn Cole-LaRavia, Justin French,
Tori Johnson, Tatiana Meeker, Jace
Miller, Seth Mongbeh, Lupi Pelesikoti,
Mina Pelesikoti, Sela Pelesikoti, Debbie

Pierce, Lonnie Pierce, JoAnna Porter,
Kelli Roscoe, Wendy Shipley, Reggie
Sinon, Wyatt Snyder, Donny Stoner,
David Styer, Joshua Travers and
Deirdra Willis.
The graduation was followed
by a series of group photos, and
then the class presented each of the
instructors—David Johnson, Ralph
Levy, Mr. Franks, Clyde Kilough, Joel
Meeker, Mr. Myers, Erik Jones and
Doug Horchak (who was absent)—
with a small individual plaque. The
presentations were followed by a slide
show created by the students that
ref lected the highlights of the year.
Afterward, everyone enjoyed a
wonderful lunch that was full of shared
memories, laughter, tearful good-byes
and bright hopes for the future. OA
cogwa.org
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2016 Annual Audit Shows God’s Continued Blessing
The 2016 independent audit shows positive stewardship of our finances.

W

By Britton M. Taylor
e are pleased to share the audited financial statement
of the Church of God, a Worldwide Association. This
year’s report is for the years ending Dec. 31, 2016, and
2015.
The 2016 audit was recently completed in March,
and we received a confirmation letter from our auditors dated
March 28. The Church received a favorable opinion that the financial statements accurately present the Church’s financial position
and results of operations for 2016 and, by comparison, for 2015.
Our independent auditing firm, Henry & Peters, P.C., of Tyler,
Texas, gave us an “unqualified” opinion on the financial statements.
The unqualified opinion reflects our independent auditor’s judgment that our financial records and statements are fairly and appropriately presented and are in accordance with Generally Accepted
Accounting Principles (GAAP).
These results not only positively reflect the performance of the
financial operations of the Church of God, a Worldwide Association, Inc., but the entire organization’s approach to its fiscal responsibilities. The Ministerial Board of Directors and administration
are committed to continuously improving the Church’s operations
and being the best stewards we can be of the financial resources
God provides to do His work. An “unqualified” opinion is just one
indication of that commitment.
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We are very thankful to report that income received for 2016 was
just over $12 million, the highest in our history and an increase of
10 percent from 2015. Total expenditures for 2016 and 2015 were approximately $11.2 million and $10.7 million respectively.
We acknowledge that our blessings come from God the Father
and Jesus Christ, who continue to bless our income. We recognize
that it is only by God’s grace, mercy and continued blessing that we
will continue to experience the sound financial health in the future
that God has blessed us with these past six years.
We extend our deepest thanks and appreciation for the continuing generosity and faithfulness of the brethren and others who
support the Church by giving tithes and offerings. We ask that you
continue to pray for us to have wisdom and discretion and follow
Christ’s lead in our stewardship of the resources He provides.
Below we have presented several statements related to the
Church’s operations for the year ending Dec. 31, 2016. OA
Go to the following link to view the entire repo online:
members.cogwa.org/uploads/Church_of_God_a_
Worldwide_Association_Audit_2016.pdf

cogwa.org

Adventures

Abroad

Part 2: A Pastoral Trip to
Asia and Australia
Our regional director reports on his visit with the brethren from
Singapore, Indonesia, Australia and the Philippines.

A

fter a brief visit to Yangon, Myanmar, I departed for
Singapore (a three-hour flight) on the morning of
Thursday, April 6. Singapore is one of the premier
cities of Asia. It is actually a city-state and lies 1
degree north of the equator. Singapore consists of 63
islands. The main island is Pulau Ujong, which forms the majority of the country in terms of area and population. Singapore is a global finance and transport hub. Half of the world’s
annual supply of crude oil passes through it. It is a beautiful
but expensive city to visit, known for its cleanliness, greenery,
efficiency and low crime rate.

World War II history of Singapore

When I arrived in Singapore, I met up with Britton and
Donna Taylor, who were there for Passover and the first half
of the Days of Unleavened Bread. On Friday morning Mr.
Taylor and I traveled to Fort Canning. Our point of interest
was the World War II underground battle box Lt. Gen. Arthur
June 2017

By David Baker

Ernest Percival (commander of the British forces) used as
his commanding base. It was at this location that the British
surrendered Singapore to the invading Japanese on Feb. 15,
1942. Winston Churchill referred to the fall of Singapore as
the worst disaster and largest capitulation in British military
history. Almost 100,000 British, Canadian, Australian, Indian
and Malayan troops were taken as prisoners.
After touring the battle box, we toured the Old Ford Motor Factory, the location of surrender to the Japanese, before
meeting up with one of our Singaporean members, Samuthiran. Sam joined us for our last stop of the day, Changi Museum, located near the Changi Prison. After the surrender to
the Japanese, the British forces were interned in and near the
Changi Prison. Some of the POWs were sent to work on the
Thailand-Burma Railway, sometimes referred to as the Death
Railway. The museum houses many artifacts associated with
the POWs. Reflecting on the suffering and death of the POWs
was quite sobering.
9

Spending the Sabbath
with the Singaporean and
Indonesian brethren

On the Sabbath the Taylors and I
joined our Singaporean brethren for
services at the Mayo Inn. We were also
joined by the Simanjuntak family from
Batam, Indonesia. The Simanjuntaks
took a one-hour ferry ride to join the
Singaporean brethren for the Sabbath,
Passover, Night to Be Much Observed
and the first day of Unleavened Bread.
Spending time with the Singaporean
and Indonesian brethren is always a real
treat. Listening to their stories about
their lives is inspiring. During our
fellowship, many thought-provoking
questions were asked, punctuated with
some good-natured jesting. Mr. Taylor
was able to update everyone on the
latest news from the office, and all the
members had an opportunity to ask
him about the future plans for the office
building. The Taylors spent the next
three days with the members. After
lunch, the Taylors and I returned to
our hotel, where I collected my luggage,
said good-bye and promised to meet
up with them in Manila in a few days.
I then departed for the airport for an
overnight flight to Brisbane, Australia.

Passover in Australia

I departed Singapore for Brisbane
at 9:30 on Saturday evening, April 8.
After an eight-hour flight, I arrived
in Brisbane shortly after 7 on Sunday
morning. I didn’t get a lot of sleep on
the flight, but I was thankful the flight
was only eight hours in duration. I don’t
mind the eight-hour (or shorter) flights,
but the 13- to 15-hour flights are a bit
painful.

The Singaporean and Indonesian
brethren with the Taylors
10
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David Maczek, a deacon who lives
in the greater Brisbane area, met me at
the airport and took me to my hotel. On
Sunday evening, the Maczeks picked me
up from the hotel, and from there we
traveled to our venue for the Passover
service at Kings College. The staff has
been gracious to allow the Church to
use one of their classrooms for weekly
Sabbath services and holy day services
when the holy day is not on a school
day. David Maczek and I conducted
the Passover service with 10 members
present. The service was also streamed
via the Internet to a number of our
scattered brethren in Australia.
One of the challenges that we face
in Australia is the small number of
members scattered along the east coast
of Australia, from north of Brisbane to
Melbourne—a distance of more than
1,900 kilometers. Some of the members
are able to log in to the weekly Sabbath
services and holy day services via the
Internet. The Australian brethren
are pastored by André van Belkum
from Auckland, New Zealand. He and
elder Art Verschoor visit the members
periodically throughout the year. It is
quite a challenge trying to serve the
needs of our brethren scattered over
such a vast area.

A joyous Night to Be Much
Observed

Monday evening, the members in the
Brisbane area gathered at the home of
David and Jodie Maczek for the Night to
Be Much Observed. David and Jodie live
in a large home in one of the suburbs
of Brisbane, and their doors are always
open to members of the Church. It was
a wonderful evening of fellowship and
great food. Everyone enjoyed roast
lamb and goat curry along with a wide
variety of side dishes. We enjoyed the
meal outside under the beautiful sky
illuminated by the full moon. It was a

The Australian brethren enjoying the
Night to Be Much Observed together

joyous occasion as we reflected on the
history of the Israelites’ gaining their
freedom from Egyptian slavery and
God’s calling us out of the slavery of the
world in which we live.
Tuesday we returned to Kings College
for a potluck lunch and the holy day
service of the first day of Unleavened
Bread. Thirteen members were present,
with several more members joining
the service online. After the service,
several of the members returned to the
Maczeks’ home for several more hours
of fellowship. After sharing an evening
meal together, I returned to the hotel to
prepare for an early morning flight to
Manila, Philippines.

Meeting the Taylors in Manila

I left Brisbane at 8:05 on Wednesday
morning, April 12, and flew to Sydney.
From Sydney I flew to Manila, arriving
at 6:30 p.m., a journey of 12½ hours.
I felt pretty good for someone who
had just traveled almost 4,400 miles. I
arrived at my hotel in Manila shortly
before 7:30 p.m. and met Britton and
Donna Taylor for a late dinner. They
had arrived in Manila from Singapore
earlier in the day.
The Philippines is a Catholic country,
and most shops and businesses were
beginning to close for the Easter
weekend. There are two times in the
year when traffic in Manila is not
congested, one is Easter weekend and
the other is Christmas. Many Filipinos
return to their home provinces during
these holidays, and the central business
district of Manila is virtually deserted.

Visiting World War II ruins

On Thursday, April 13, I
accompanied the Taylors to the island
of Corregidor to view the ruins of
Fort Mills. The Japanese attacked the
Philippines on Dec. 8, 1941—10 hours
after the attack on Pearl Harbor. With

One of the many World War II
ruins on Corregidor
cogwa.org

Manila congregation

The Taylors with the
Julag-ays in Bacolod

Butuan congregation

the Japanese bombardment and invasion of the Philippines,
Gen. Douglas MacArthur retreated to the island of Corregidor
to hold out until reinforcements could arrive. Knowing that
no reinforcements were on the way, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt ordered Gen. MacArthur to leave Corregidor and
travel to Australia for the purpose of staging a counterassault
in Asia. Gen. MacArthur left the island on March 11, 1942.
The inhabitants of Corregidor, under the command of Gen.
Jonathan Wainwright, held out against the Japanese until May
6, 1942. It wasn’t recaptured by the Americans until February
1945. Today Corregidor Island is preserved as a military
memorial to the many American, Filipino and Japanese
soldiers who served and lost their lives there. One can’t help
but reflect on the futility of war as American, Filipino and
Japanese tourists soberly tour the many monuments left intact
75 years later.

On to the “City of Smiles”

Friday, April 14, the Taylors and I flew to Bacolod to spend
the Sabbath with our brethren living in the area. Florante
Siopan, pastor of the Visayas region, and his wife, Lina, and
their son, Noel, along with Bacolod elder Norman Julag-ay
and his son, Ryan, met us. Norman’s wife, Teresa, joined us
at lunch, and the Julag-ays gave us a city tour. Bacolod bears
the nickname “City of Smiles,” and it certainly lives up to its
name.
On the Sabbath we joined the brethren at Benjamin Hall
for Sabbath services. This year the Bacolod congregation will
be hosting the Feast of Tabernacles for the Philippines. All the
members are excited about this opportunity. In the afternoon
we joined some of the brethren for lunch at a local restaurant.
Bacolod is famous for its chicken inasal—chicken marinated
in a mixture of lime, pepper, vinegar and annatto, which is
then grilled over charcoal. It is very delicious!

Catching up with the Manila brethren

The Siopans departed Bacolod for Tacloban early Sunday
morning, April 16, to spend the last day of Unleavened Bread
with the Leyte brethren. Monday, April 17, the Taylors and I
joined the Manila brethren for the holy day. A deacon from
the Manila congregation, Gil Ellamil, picked us up from the
hotel and drove us to the Legend Villas Hotel for services. We
were greeted on arrival by Luzon pastor Eriz Dizon and his
June 2017

David Baker and
Florante Siopan

wife, Teresa, along with the Manila brethren. Mr. Taylor gave
the sermon, and we enjoyed wonderful fellowship with the
brethren.
It was good to catch up on news about our brethren. Mrs.
Cunningham had lost her husband two weeks previously. Joe
Pioquinto had been released from the hospital, and it was nice
to see him along with his family. Mr. Dizon and I anointed
him after the service. Many of the young adults and teens
were looking forward to the summer camp, which would be
held the following week. One activity at summer camp this
year was going to be a hike up Mount Pulag, the third highest
point in the Philippines, with an elevation of 9,600 feet above
sea level.

A short stop in Mindanao

Tuesday, April 18, the Taylors began their journey back
to the United States. Shortly after their departure, I traveled
to Butuan to meet our brethren in Mindanao. At times, the
area of Mindanao is under a travel advisory due to unrest in
the region. Mindanao pastor Paul Cebrian assured me that
everything would be fine in terms of security. After checking
into the hotel, Mr. Cebrian and I traveled to the Grand Palace
Restaurant and enjoyed a lovely dinner with the brethren
in Mindanao. The members had spent a portion of the day
practicing for the upcoming Feast of Tabernacles talent show.
I was able to spend the evening with them, watch some of
their rehearsals and catch up on news. I was able to see Joshua
Bermudez, a young man who recently had valve replacement
surgery. He is recovering very well, and everyone mentioned
that he is starting to grow.
On Thursday, April 20, I left for the airport at 4:45 a.m. for
my return flight home from Manila. I traveled more than 24
hours, with brief stops in Narita, Japan, and Atlanta, Georgia,
before arriving in Charlotte, North Carolina, at 7:55 p.m. That
makes for a long day. I often think of the travels of the apostle
Paul, sailing the Mediterranean Sea and walking through Asia
Minor. I can’t imagine the difficulty of his travels and the
time involved in journeying between cities. Yet on this day,
I woke up in Asia, traveled almost 9,000 miles and went to
bed in North Carolina in reasonably comfortable conditions.
What will the apostle Paul think in the resurrection? OA

Read Part 1 of David Baker’s trip to Asia in the May
2017 issue of One Accord.
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Journeys
Reflections
and

a Lifetime of Ministry

Graemme and
Lynn Marshall

G

raemme and Lynn Marshall
came in contact with the truth
through the Radio Church
of God broadcast. “Our
first memories [were] of Mr.
Herbert Armstrong’s voice booming
out words like blowing the dust off of
our Bibles and not to believe him, but to
check everything out in our own Bible.
Listening to the broadcast convinced us
that this was where God was working,”
Lynn recalls.
Because there were no congregations
in Australia, Graemme and Lynn
enrolled at Ambassador College in
Bricket Wood, England. She explained,
“We actually went by ship to college, as
in those days it was too expensive to fly.
By ship the journey took approximately
six weeks.”
While they were in college,
Graemme and Lynn counseled for
marriage with Mr. and Mrs. Herbert
Armstrong. After graduation in
12
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l966, they married and returned to
Australia.

Working in Sydney

The Marshalls worked in the church
office in Sydney—Lynn as church
receptionist and Graemme as part of the
visiting and personal correspondence
departments.
After a year, they moved to New
Zealand to open a church office there.
Graemme served as regional director
for New Zealand, including the South
Pacific islands of Tonga and Fiji. Lynn
recalls baptizing tours into “far-flung
areas and islands on the South Pacific
with exotic names … and beautiful
people who wanted to become followers
of the way.”

Working in New Zealand

Lynn refers to the early work in New
Zealand as “pioneering years.” It was
a busy time, establishing churches,

Bible studies, Spokesman Clubs,
summer camps, etc. Thirty-seven
people attended the first Bible study
the Marshalls held, and 333 attended
the first Feast of Tabernacles they
organized.
The Church grew from that first
year “when it was just the two of us
doing the office work from our home,
visiting, and looking after the mail.”
In time, the office staff increased to
14, and ministers and deacons were
ordained to share the work. “When we
left this country, there were a thousand
attending and we knew them all.”

Passover miracle

The first Passover in Auckland,
New Zealand, was quite memorable.
Three Church members were coming to
services on a large ferryboat carrying
735 passengers. A sudden storm blew
in and sank the ferry as it entered
Wellington Harbour. Fifty-three
cogwa.org

An Ongoing Love

passengers drowned. Two Church
members made it into a lifeboat, but the
third floated across the harbor toward a
rocky shore.
“She was faced with huge jagged
rocks which could have cut her to
pieces. Suddenly, though, a massive
wave picked her up and took her over
the rocks and dumped her unhurt close
to the beach line. She remembers a
man’s hand reaching down and pulling
her to safer ground. As she caught her
breath, she turned to say thank you, but
he had already gone.”
Eventually the members found
one another and kept the Passover
together—a miracle of God’s
intervention.

Graemme Marshall
remembered

After eight years in New Zealand,
the Marshalls were transferred to
Australia, and then later to Canada,
June 2017

where Graemme pastored the church
in Calgary. In Canada Graemme
was instrumental in the start-up of
COGWA. He also had written regularly
for Church of God publications since
1977.
Graemme died on April 26, 2015.
“He always loved God’s work no matter
the role we were in. … He touched
the lives of many people in different
countries, and for that I am truly
grateful. … It was a privilege to work as
a team together.”

Looking back
The Marshalls found it inspiring to
see God’s hand in calling and leading
people of different cultures and “to
see people change and to seriously
consider [what is] needed in their lives
to become the Bride of Christ.” Their
children, too, benefitted from travel
and from making lifelong friends at
camp. OA

Lynn is grateful that
God made it possible
for her to serve others
through her love for
horses. She began riding
at age 2. “Horses come
back in my life at unexpected times,” she said.
God opened up ways for
her to become a Canadian
competitive coach and
dressage judge.
She found it inspiring to
coach disabled riders. “My
part in their lives was to
train those who wanted to
compete internationally.
“One of my happiest
moments was in 2015
when three of my students won gold at an international event in 2015.
One of my most inspiring
experiences was attending the World Equestrian
Games as a para coach.”
Princess Haya, the
daughter of King Hussein of Jordan, opened
the games with a memorable comment about
good sportsmanship that
Lynn has found particularly helpful: “When you
compete in the games, if
you do the right thing by
your horse and the other
competitors, you will go
home a winner whether
you medal or not.”
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PORTRAIT
OF FAITH

Janice Miracle

J

anice Miracle is a pillar
of the London, Kentucky,
congregation. She faithfully
serves as the sound and
computer person, recording
the sermons each week.
She also inspires the brethren with
her love of Scripture. Every week at
Sabbath services, she can be found
eager to engage in a conversation
about God’s Word, and if someone
brings up a question that stumps
her, she will be glad to study into the
matter.
Janice was born in the Appalachian
hills of southeastern Kentucky, the
youngest of six children. Her adopted
grandfather, though not a member of
God’s true Church, was part of the
inspiration for her calling. He used
to tell the children Bible stories in a
way that made them come alive. Just
before he died, he admonished Janice
to attend church and not quit. That
has stayed in her mind, encouraging
her through the years.
She, like many others, set out to
prove Mr. Armstrong wrong when she
first heard his preaching about heaven
and hell over The World Tomorrow
broadcast in the summer of 1974, but
then found herself proving him right!
She eagerly sought all the available
Church literature and was baptized in
November of that year.

14
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By Jennifer Cox

Janice didn’t set out to be a park
ranger with the National Park Service,
but that’s the career she ended up
in. She was rather shy, but she grew
out of her shyness through her job,
which required her to interact with a
wide variety of people. Her job also
provided opportunity to develop
interesting skills, such as firing and
cleaning a long rif le, making lye soap
from scratch, and tanning an animal’s
hide with its own brain.
Once, she was scheduled to do an
interpretive program on a Saturday.
Her supervisor threatened to fire
her if she did not do it. Janice held
firm and insisted that she would
keep the Sabbath. She went to the
park managers, and God blessed her
obedience by making sure that she
kept her job, in spite of what had
evidently been a plot to force her
into working on the Sabbath. Later
on, when she was put in charge of
scheduling, she made every effort
to remember her experience and be
considerate of others’ religious beliefs.
A little over 10 years ago,
rheumatoid arthritis forced Janice
to retire from her career as a park
ranger. This must have been difficult,
because she really loved her job. But
instead of letting this circumstance
become a major life disappointment,
she turned it into an opportunity.

Since retiring, she has had much more
time for studying God’s Word, which
is truly the gift that keeps on giving—
as Janice can attest, no matter how
much she studies, there is always
more to learn.
Though RA is a very painful
condition, Janice remains confident
in God’s healing, in His time. Though
she’s been told that she should
have been in a wheelchair long ago,
by God’s graciousness, she is still
walking. Her joy despite her pain,
and her continued spiritual growth
and zeal, embody the scripture: “Even
though our outward man is perishing,
yet the inward man is being renewed
day by day” (2 Corinthians 4:16).
I’m sure she is looking forward to
the brand-new body that awaits the
saints!
Janice is determined to remain
faithful until the end. God is her hope
and her everything. Though it has
not always been easy to walk this way
of life, God has always been there for
her. One of the things that continues
to motivate her is a promise she made
to her mother. When her mother was
dying, Janice promised her that she
would be there when her mother woke
up, and by the power of “Him who is
able to keep you from stumbling, and
to present you faultless” (Jude 1:24),
so she will be. OA
cogwa.org

church Potluck
What’s cooking in your congregation?

Bettie Evans Wins
Cornbread Contest
at Atlanta’s Chili and
Soup Potluck
Second Annual Goose Island
State Park Campout a Success
On the weekend of Feb. 25, 2017, the Corpus Christi, Texas, congregation
hosted its second annual Goose Island Campout. Approximately 60
members from the Corpus Christi, Harlingen, Victoria, San Antonio and
Houston North congregations attended. The campout was blessed with
beautiful weather and took place in an area with shade provided by the
large, majestic live oaks that dot the area.
During the weekend, campers enjoyed hiking, fishing, biking and
great fellowship. There was a Friday night potluck, and then later, as the
temperatures cooled, fellowship continued around a campfire. On the
Sabbath, brethren listened to a Bible study on Genesis 5, which was followed
by a lively question-and-answer session. Then the campers enjoyed grilled
chicken, sausage and potatoes, plus side dishes provided by the participants.
Later, as the Sabbath ended and the sky darkened, the campers enjoyed
s’mores and warm drinks around a large campfire.
Arnold Mendez Sr.

On Feb. 4, 2017, the Atlanta,
Georgia, congregation held its annual
chili and soup potluck. February
offers no guarantee for cold weather in
Atlanta, but we were blessed to have a
chill in the air. There was a variety of
chili and soups to share and sample,
as well as sandwiches, cornbread,
fruit, drinks and desserts.
It had been a couple of years since
we had a cornbread cook-off, so it was
time to bring back this tradition. This
year we crowned a new queen of the
cornbread, Bettie Evans. Our judges
concluded that all the entries were
excellent, but there is something about
using a cast-iron skillet that adds the
extra dimension.
Chant’a Collier

Brethren Honor Irene Simmons on Her
90th Birthday
On March 25, 2017, the Henderson, Kentucky, congregation honored Irene
Simmons for reaching the age of 90. She grew up listening to the Radio Church
of God with her parents and has been attending locally since 1989. Many enjoy
hearing stories of her teenage years during World War II, as well as hearing her
share stories about the part of Kentucky she grew up in and now lives in. She has
read the Bible front to back countless times and says that she learns something
new every time. The congregation threw her a special celebratory meal with a
special cake.
Angela Onstott
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New Zealand Holds Youth Weekend
in Waipa Valley
On Jan. 27 to 30, 2017, the Auckland, New Zealand, congregation held a
youth weekend in the Waipa Valley.
After driving four to five hours, the members arrived at the sheep
farm of our hosts Ben and Hannah Connolly. Along the way, we enjoyed
astonishing scenery of rolling hills and tree-lined valleys. Upon arrival,
accommodations were organized: tents for the boys, while the girls were
housed in the shearing shed. Fortunately, the shed had been cleaned the
day before! The youth were split into three teams and were put in a roster
of cooking, cleaning and serving duties. The activities cemented a spirit of
togetherness through organized teamwork.
The Christian Living classes focused on finding a balance between being
a successful member of society while rejecting the ways of this world.
Interactive discussions opened opportunities for us to share challenges
young people face in our society, which promotes sinful ways of life. Each
team was given a commandment to present and explain how it applied in
their daily lives. Following our discussions, we performed short skits from
the book of Joshua: Rahab hiding the spies and the sin of Achan.
We also went for a hike up Mount Pureora, which went through a
beautiful indigenous forest and led to a spectacular panoramic view of the
surrounding regions at the peak. Later, our host, Ben Connolly, took us on
a tour of the farm. We then played volleyball and went clay pigeon shooting.
On our last night, a huge bonfire was prepared in an open-paddock, some
distance from the homestead. Departing early Monday to head back home,
we said our good-byes and expressed our great appreciation to the Connolly
family for their hospitality in hosting this uplifting and rewarding camp.
Nikita Mahe
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Atlanta Congregation
Creates Supply
Shoeboxes for
Homeless
The Atlanta, Georgia, congregation
served the local community by partnering
with MetLife and the United Way for the
Shoebox Project for the homeless. Members
donated enough travel-size toothpaste,
toothbrushes, deodorant, hand towels,
soap, shampoo and other personal items
to fill eight shoeboxes to be distributed to
homeless men, women and children.
After the volunteers filled and wrapped
the boxes, the children in the congregation
decorated them after services on the first
day of Unleavened Bread. The boxes were
taken to the drop-off center at the local
MetLife office and sent to the United Way to
be distributed to homeless centers. To show
their appreciation for the service to the
community, the company sent plush Snoopy
stuffed animals to the children.
Chant’a Collier
cogwa.org

Brethren in Bentonville, Arkansas,
Enjoy a Morning Pancake Picnic
What’s a great alternative to picnicking without the heat, bugs or crowds?
Book a park pavilion in the spring for an early morning pancake picnic with
your Church family.
On Sunday morning, May 7, 2017, cool temps allowed Bentonville, Arkansas,
brethren to enjoy a small fire in the pavilion fireplace while sipping coffee and
waiting for the volunteer chefs to cook up some pancakes, waffles, eggs and
turkey bacon. Other contributions of biscuits and gravy, turkey sausage, hash
browns, blueberry compote, fresh fruit and whipped cream rounded out an
incredibly delicious breakfast.
We had visitors from the Joplin, Missouri, congregation join us as well, and
the fellowship was just as wonderful as the food. The kids thoroughly enjoyed
the climbing playground next to the pavilion and playing in the sand. It was
great to see the brethren and share coffee, food and fellowship.
Laura LaRavia

Austin, Texas, Brethren Relive the Area’s
Frontier Heritage at Pioneer Farms
Stepping into Sprinkle Corner, a re-created rural village at Pioneer Farms, 14
members of the Austin congregation crossed a century and a half of Texas history
on Sunday, May 7. The 90-acre site, operated by the Heritage Society of Austin,
includes historic buildings, most of which were moved to their current location.
One of the most striking of these historic buildings is a one-room cabin built
shortly after the Civil War by German immigrant Fritz Kruger to house his wife,
his 13 children and himself. Just down the trail from this home is a 450-year-old
oak tree where the Tonkawa tribe once camped. A reproduction of a teepee stands
close to the tree.
Along their trek, members of the congregation watched a demonstration
of frontier blacksmithing not far from the Scarborough Barn, which dates to
approximately 1850. Old farm equipment adorns the fields around the barn, but it
was the donkeys, horses and rabbits that most intrigued the children in our group.
Farther down the trail, the group stopped at the 1859 Greek revival house of
James Bell, who had made his fortune in cotton. In the spinning room behind the
house a woman in period costume explained the complexities of spinning and
weaving cotton.
Bill Palmer
June 2017

Ocala, Florida,
Member Graduates
Summa Cum Laude
Jennifer Brunner, daughter of Ben
and Susan Brunner, graduated from
the University of Florida’s prestigious
School of landscape architecture on
Sunday, April 30.
She graduated summa cum
laude with a bachelor’s degree in
landscape architecture and a minor in
“Sustainability in a Built Environment.”
Jennifer grew up in the Church of
God and is a loyal, baptized member of
the Ocala, Florida, congregation. She
enjoys church activities and camping
and has participated in the Church’s
summer camp programs.
She has charted the direction of her
future, beginning with her marriage
on June 11 to Nathaniel Martin. She
has accepted a job as a landscape
architectural designer with Stantec in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. She plans
to pursue professional licensure in the
future.
Her family, friends and brethren
in Ocala admire her for her
accomplishments and character and
look forward to a bright future for
Jennifer.
Jim Blount
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announcements
BAPTISMS

Claire, Leanne, Mark and
Bradley Helfrich
Claire Helfrich, daughter of
Mark and Leanne Helfrich of
the Johannesburg, South Africa,
congregation, was baptized on April
27, 2017, at a ceremony that took place
at her parents’ home. Her brother
Bradley, grandparents, aunt, uncle and
cousins were there to share this special
moment with her. Her grandfather,
Neil Becker, pastor of the East
London, South Africa, congregation,
performed the baptism and laying on
of hands. Claire is a fourth-generation
Christian, and her family is delighted
that she has chosen the narrow path
that leads to eternal life.
Leanne Helfrich

BIRTHS

We encourage members to send announcements to be featured in One Accord. We feature events in
members’ lives, including baptisms, births, engagements, weddings, significant anniversaries (25, 40,
50, 60, etc.), and obituaries. Typically they run between 50 and 100 words; however, we ask that all
submissions stay under 250 words. Please submit a high-resolution color photo along with the written
copy to your congregation’s reporter.

WEDDINGS

Jacob and Alana Kuipers
Alana Walden from Apopka,
Florida, daughter of Myles and Myrna
Ray (deceased) Walden, and Jacob
Kuipers from Anchorage, Alaska,
son of Jared Kuipers (deceased)
and Ayleen and Charles Gray, were
married on Sept. 25, 2016.
The bride was attended by her
sister, Jenny Walden (maid of honor),
and her nieces, Cheyenne and Cecillia
Morón (flower girls). The groom
was attended by his friend, William
Noblin (best man); his brother-in-law,
Rob Kurzreiter (groomsman); and
his nephew, Adam Kurzreiter (ring
bearer). The service was conducted by
Roy Demarest, pastor of the Orlando,
Florida, congregation.
The beautiful ceremony and
reception was a joyous celebration
with family and friends from
both near and far. The newlyweds
honeymooned during the Feast of
Tabernacles on the island of Fiji. Jake
has turned in his snow boots for flipflops, and the couple now resides in
Apopka, Florida.

William Joseph Harper
Daniel, Cindy, Charity and Faith
Harper are thrilled to announce the
arrival of the newest addition to the
family. William Joseph Harper was born
on Tuesday, Feb. 14, 2017, at 4:42 a.m. He
weighed 8 pounds 7 ounces and was 21
inches long. The sisters were ecstatic to
meet their little brother. Mom and Dad
are losing a little sleep, but the sisters
Cony and Ethan Moore
are helping out. When times get pretty
The families and friends of Ethan
tough, the grandparents, Bruce and
Phyllis Gore, are just around the corner. Moore and Cony Carvajal are happy
18
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to announce their marriage on Feb.
19, 2017. The ceremony, officiated by
pastor André van Belkum, was held on
a picturesque farm in Waipa Valley,
New Zealand. Heavy rains poured on
the days leading up to the wedding.
Thankfully, God answered our prayers
for bright and wonderful weather
on the wedding day. Everyone in
attendance worked together to prepare,
decorate and witness the beautiful
event. With love and joy, we wish and
pray for the couple’s successful and
fruitful marriage.
Andrei Siopan

ANNIVERSARIES

Jerry and Barbara McClellan
The Kansas City, Kansas,
congregation, along with family and
friends, honored Jerry and Barbara
McClellan for their 60 years of
marriage this past year. They were
married on Dec. 26, 1956. The festive
gathering included a luncheon, a
beautiful cake, memorabilia and a
basket of goodies to celebrate their
wonderful journey of marriage.
Jerry and Barbara met at Turner
High School in Kansas City and
dated throughout high school. After
his graduation in 1956, Jerry joined
the Navy. They were engaged the
following August and married when
he came home on leave. As a Navy
couple, they lived in Norfolk, Virginia,
and Charleston, South Carolina, when
Jerry wasn’t overseas.
cogwa.org

Late one night in the early 1970s
on the way home from visiting
Barbara’s brother, Jerry came across
The World Tomorrow radio program.
A couple of weeks later, the same
scenario transpired, but this time Jerry
awakened Barbara to listen and to
write down the address for The Plain
Truth magazine.
They studied church literature for
several years before deciding to find
a church to attend. When they called,
they were told the closest church was
in North Kansas City. The distance
seemed so far that they decided to wait.
About three years later, in April of
1981, they started attending church in
Olathe, Kansas. Bruce Gore baptized
them in October of 1981.
They have five children: Cameron
(Jim) Lorenz, Mitchell (Amy)
McClellan, Karen (Eric) Herndon,
Timothy McClellan (deceased) and
Patrick (Amy) McClellan. Plus, they
have seven grandchildren and 16 greatgrandchildren.
Jerry and Barbara, a deacon and a
deaconess of the Kansas City church,
are well-loved servants and faithful,
dedicated pillars.
The McClellan family

Gloria and Norris Hobbins
Gloria and Norris Hobbins met on
a Manhattan-bound subway in the
summer of 1971, heading home from
a Bible lecture in the New York City
congregation. Norris noticed that
Gloria had a Plain Truth magazine,
and they struck up a conversation.
Gloria had been attending church
since March of 1971, and Norris
started in September right after the
Bible lectures. They became close
friends and were baptized together
after the Feast in 1971. Both were
penniless college students, and
marriage was the furthest thing from
their minds. One day, however, soon
after Norris graduated, he said, “I will
June 2017

never love you as much as I love God.”
And Gloria knew he was the one. They
were married a few months later.
Gloria is president of Global Village
Travels, and Norris is a research
scientist and college professor.
On March 25, 2017, they shared
their special day with everyone in the
Queens, New York, congregation by
providing a catered Italian feast and
anniversary cake for all. Happy 40th
anniversary, Gloria and Norris!
R. Norrod

ORDINATIONS

Nathan Fultz, Tom Clark, Shirley
Caldwell and Charlotte Shannon
On the first day of Unleavened
Bread, April 11, 2017, the three sister
churches of northwest Arkansas had
the distinct pleasure of witnessing the
ordinations of three individuals.
Charlotte Shannon and Shirley
Caldwell were ordained to the office
of deaconess. Charlotte willingly
serves from the heart and never fails
to be the first to arrive at the church
building to prepare whatever needs
to be done for the arrival of the
brethren. Shirley has been serving the
brethren for many years with constant
diligence.
When asked if anyone had been
a distinguishing representation of
service to others, both expressed that
Andrea West was a constant shining
light to many, an exemplar of service
to others. Mrs. West served with
her husband, Roger, in northwest
Arkansas until his retirement from the
ministry.
Nathan Fultz, who was ordained as
a deacon, named his parents as having
been a living example for him and his
siblings. Growing up in God’s Church,
he remembers his parents always
doing whatever needed to be done for
the congregation, no matter the task.
It is through his parents’ example of
service and dedication that he has

learned about the type of person he
wants to be.
The local pastor, Tom Clark, was
assisted by the local associate pastor,
Nathan Willoughby, and the area
elders, Jack Willoughby, Dennis Fultz
and Bill Gossett.
All three congregations celebrate
God’s blessing of having such faithful
servants. The congregations of
Bentonville, Mena and Van Buren
are grateful for their enduring
commitment and devotion.
Aurora Gossett

OBITUARIES

James Dewyer
James Dewyer died on Feb. 15, 2017,
at the age of 86, having lived a blessed
life. He and his wife Emily (who died
in 2007) were members of the Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, congregation
for many years. They served side by
side as deacon and deaconess. They
ran Y.O.U. concession stands, typed
weekly announcements, organized the
coffee and cookie service, to name a
few of the ways they loved to serve.
Jim’s first Sabbath in God’s Church
was Feb. 6, 1972, his 40th birthday.
Life truly began at age 40 for him! He
even titled his first Spokesman Club
speech, “Life Begins at 40.” Although
he suffered from multiple cancers,
God spared him pain, and he was able
to live reasonably well his last few
months.
He leaves behind his family: daughter, Pam Myers (Dave); sons, Jim Jr.
and Jonathan (JoAnn); grandchildren
Melissa Beuk, Philip Myers, Branden
Dewyer and Morgan Dewyer; and
one sweet great-grandson, Coenraad.
A memorial service was held on Feb.
26 and was conducted by his pastor,
Don Henson. The Pittsburgh church
graciously provided a meal to comfort
and encourage family and friends.
Pamela Myers
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Ox Roast
PLEASE INDICATE THE
NUMBERS BELOW:
_____ OX ROAST ONLY
_____ OX ROAST AND

PARKERSBURG,
WEST VIRGINIA

SUNDAY BREAKFAST

It’s time again to sign up for the annual Parkersburg, West Virginia, ox roast!
Join us on June 24 for a weekend of great food and even better fellowship. This year,
we plan to have a Bible study at 10 a.m. Afterward, you are welcome to picnic at the
farm or go to Parkersburg for lunch prior to Sabbath services, which will begin at 2
p.m. Our guest speaker will be Britton Taylor. That evening we will have the ox roast!
On Sunday, June 25, spend the day swimming and having fun at the Marietta
Aquatic Center, taking a boat trip to Blennerhassett Island or touring the Oil and Gas
Museum in downtown Parkersburg. These activities must be planned and paid for on
your own.
You are welcome to camp on Friday and/or Saturday night; however, you will have
to provide your own food for all meals except the Saturday night ox roast and Sunday
breakfast.
Please send your information to Elbert Cline as soon as possible. We also need to
know when you will arrive and whether you will be present for the Sunday morning
breakfast. We always have enough food, but please don’t wait until the last minute,
since food and supplies must be ordered in advance.
Email Ali Harper at arharper@k12.wv.us for more information and for directions to
the farm. If you are traveling via the West Virginia Turnpike, be aware that there are
three different tolls that cost $2 (cash) each.
We can’t wait for you to come! Please pray for a safe and happy weekend, as well as
beautiful weather!

Area Lodging:
You are welcome to camp on the farm,
but there are also several motels within
approximately 15-20 minutes of the farm.
MINERAL WELLS
Holiday Express
Hampton Inn
Comfort Suites
PARKERSBURG
Blennerhassett Hotel
Knights Inn
CAMPING
Mountwood Park
North Bend State Park

OX ROAST

PLEASE INCLUDE THE NAMES
OF ALL ATTENDING
AND INCLUDE AGES OF THE
CHILDREN:

Make checks payable to:
COGWA–Parkersburg
Send checks to:
Elbert Cline
172 Leachtown Lane
Walker, WV 26180

$5 per person
$20 per family

CRAIG AND ALI HARPER
356 Peacock Lane
Davisville, WV 26142
arharper@k12.wv.us
304-488-4765
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