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personal from the president

In this issue of One Accord you will find a new series
of articles about our retired pastors and their wives,
as well as widows of former pastors. I believe this is
something that is long overdue. In the Church of God,
a Worldwide Association, we currently have 10 men on
retirement from pastoring along with eight women who
are widows of former pastors. Among these 10 men, we
have close to 500 years of pastoral experience! Over the
next several months we plan to feature a different person or couple each month. We also plan to feature the
widows of former pastors because of their contribution
to their husband’s ministry.
Many years ago I did research in New England on
the Sabbatarians during the Colonial period. While
working on this project, I discovered a Sabbatarian
cemetery in Hopkinton, Rhode Island, where there is
a monument honoring all the Sabbatarian pastors in
that area from 1680 to the present day. The graves are
in a circle around a central monument. The wording on
the monument offers appreciation for the pastors and
their tireless service to the members. It is an impressive
monument and is located on the highest point in the
cemetery. I found it inspiring to know that for the past
300 years (without a gap) the Sabbatarians have honored
the men who served as their pastors.
Our desire is not to wait until someone has died to
put up a monument in a cemetery to honor him or her,
but to do something now, while he or she is still living,
to show our appreciation! So, over the course of the next
several months we will be writing about our retired pastors, their wives and the widows of former pastors.
In Romans 13:7 we are admonished to “render
therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due,
customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to
whom honor.” And in 1 Timothy 5:17 Paul writes that an
elder who serves well is worthy of “double honor.”
Our retired pastors, their wives and the widows of
former pastors have been faithful to the truth and have
given most of their lives to serving others. In the Church
of God, “pastor” is a position of responsibility (Ephesians 4:11) that is to be occupied by a person who is first
and foremost a servant (Matthew 20:25-28).
From Scripture we see that the work of a pastor
carries enormous responsibility and accountability for
the spiritual well-being of God’s people. In Hebrews
13:17 we see that pastors are individuals who “watch out
for your souls, as those who must give account.” This
concept of accountability weighs heavily on our pastors,
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The minister’s monument in First Hopkinton Cemetery.
but there is also much joy in serving God’s people. In
this new series you will read about the joy and the stress
of being a pastor or a pastor’s wife!
The first article is about George and Karen Meeker.
Mr. Meeker is our most senior minister in the Church of
God, a Worldwide Association. He was ordained in 1955,
and this year he will complete 62 years in the ministry.
Over these 62 years, he has pastored many congregations
in the United States and the United Kingdom. He and
his wife currently live in the St. Louis area.
I believe it is appropriate for us to honor the men
and women who played such an important role in the
modern history of the Church. Please feel free to send
comments of encouragement to the various individuals
who will appear in this series of articles. I am sure many
of you have attended congregations where these men and
women have served, and I know they would enjoy hearing from you.

Jim Franks
President
Church of God, a Worldwide Association
@jimbfranks

cogwa.org
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YALW
Young Adult Leadership Weekend

Walk as He Walked

Twin Cities, Minnesota
Photos by Dustin Ellison

Nearly 260 young adults attended the 2017 Young Adult
Leadership Weekend.
By Dave Myers

T

his year at the 2017 Young Adult Leadership Weekend (YALW),
we challenged young adults to build the character of Jesus Christ
and walk as He walked. Nearly 260 young adults from all over the
country gathered at one of five locations for spiritual education
and the opportunity to spend time together with those of like mind.
Our sites this year were Atlanta, Georgia; Branson, Missouri; Columbus, Ohio; Fort Worth, Texas; and Twin Cities, Minnesota. Last summer a team of young adults was asked to suggest themes and topics for
the weekend, as well as suggestions for improving the structure of the
weekend. The administration then chose from their input to compose
the program for this year.
One of the innovations for this year’s YALW was incorporating more
time for discussion and fellowship. After each of the two keynote addresses—Jim Franks on the topic of walking as Christ walked and Doug
Horchak on the topic of giving service that matters—discussion sessions
were held to explore how to immediately apply the points in daily living.
In addition to the keynote presentations, a small group session was
held, where groups of five to 10 young adults discussed what they could
glean from Jesus’ example of having godly character during times of intense pressure. The small groups discussed one of these six situations: the
characteristics of Christ during Satan’s temptation, during disputes (i.e.
with the Pharisees), at His final Passover, while He was being betrayed,
on trial before His crucifixion, and while on the stake. Rather than take
time after the discussion to have each group report their conclusions
back to the large group, the written documents were gathered and will
be posted or emailed to each participant to use for future personal Bible
study.
Another new addition this year, pioneered by the Fort Worth group
in 2016, was concluding the weekend with a hands-on service project.
In each area, local service projects were organized by the young adults
to give participants the opportunity to immediately put into practice
the character of Christ and walk as He walked—living a life of service to
others.
For example, some volunteers in Atlanta worked at a food bank
while others built a porch and stair handrail for a nearby handicapped
resident. In Fort Worth volunteers performed musical entertainment at a
nursing home or served at a Ronald McDonald House or homeless shelter. In Columbus some volunteers cleaned a facility that serves victims
of domestic abuse while others made cards, blankets or kits that will be
used for families in housing crises. Nearly 90 percent of the participants
felt the service projects were a great addition to the weekend.
The value of the weekend to participants is obvious when 91 percent
of survey respondents said that the material covered over the weekend
had a personal impact upon their lives now! The takeaway from YALW
2017 can be summarized in the words of one of the attendees: “Our
primary job in the world today is to build godly character, to adopt the
mind of Christ, so that we can do our jobs in the world tomorrow.”
We look forward to YALW 2018! OA
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Top to bottom David Witt, Trenton Maynard, Kayla
Maynard, and Kara Pelesikoti fellowship together;
David Witt leading an interactive discussion on the
characteristics of Jesus Christ; Hannah Kroska, Jonathan
Mencel, Victoria Maynard, Kenneth Lloyd and Jasmine
Prunty hold discussion during an interactive session;
attendees listen to a keynote presentation.
cogwa.org

Atlanta, Georgia
Photos by Ranti Fagbemi

Clockwise from top
left Breana Walton,
Jamie Holladay and
Lindsey Windsor; all of
the attendees of the
YALW in Atlanta; Ranti
Fagbemi, Bonnie Smith,
Melissa Winner; Phyllis
Gore, Michelle Mitchell,
Amy Duncan and
LeeAnn Jenkins serve
at the local food bank;
Eric Mez and Melissa
and Vince Winner
discuss the topic of the
breakout session.

Branson, Missouri
Photos by David Scarborough and Katie Freeman

Clockwise from top left The attendees work on a
group service project, creating toiletry kits for the
local county women’s shelter; the young adults
break out into groups to discuss seminar questions
about Christ’s response to stressful situations;
attendees listen to one of the presentations.
March/April 2017
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Columbus, Ohio
Photos by Autumn Smith

Clockwise from top left Zach Smith, Taylor Tootle and
Aaron Henderson show off one of the blankets created
for brethren on the national and local prayer request lists
as well as for “Homes of Hope” kits; Roberta Kitts, Robert
Quick, Elsa Schafers, Gary Lutz and Keisha McNeil; Jonathan
Stoner, Amy Tranquada and Keisha McNeil make cards for
those on the prayer request lists.
Other volunteers served off-site at One-Eighty, a nonprofit
organization that helps people suffering from domestic
violence, addiction and other difficulties. Volunteers helped
by washing walls, vacuuming and cleaning the facility’s
kitchen and bathroom.

Dallas, Texas
Photos by Mary Lallier

Clockwise from top left Gabi
Caudle, Danielle Caudle, Lupi
Pelesikoti and Tori Johnson;
David Stump (standing)
leads his breakout group in a
discussion; the young adults
chow down on Texas barbecue
at the Stockyard Station in
downtown Fort Worth.
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FEAST OF
TABERNACLES
2017 U.S.
Descriptions

Where Are You Going for
the Feast?
by Jim Franks

E

ven though the Feast of Tabernacles
is still more than seven months
away, the most commonly asked
question in the Church these days
is, “Where are you going for the Feast?”
On my last two church visits, I must have
been asked this question more than a
dozen times.
This shows us how important the Feast
is within the Church. We focus much
attention on planning from one Feast to
the next. Now the time has finally arrived
for you to begin making your plans,
including choosing a site. Registration
won’t begin until the Days of Unleavened
Bread, but your planning begins now!
We don’t believe there is a choice as
to whether we will go to the Feast (unless
we are unable to attend because of health,

BRANSON,
MISSOURI
Nestled in the rolling hills of
the Missouri Ozarks, Branson
has served as a popular Feast
site for over 20 years. Branson
sits beside three lakes in the
beautiful hardwood forests of
southern Missouri. It is a mecca
for families who desire to vacation in a family-oriented area
that offers something to excite
almost everyone. If you want
to get away from the hustle
and bustle of the city and sit
beside a lake or take a hike in
the woods, Branson is for you.
If you like the excitement of
musical shows and amusement
areas, Branson is for you. If you
March/April 2017

distance or financial reasons). We clearly
see that Feast attendance is commanded
in Leviticus 23:41: “You shall keep it
as a feast to the Lord for seven days in
the year. It shall be a statute forever in
your generations. You shall celebrate it
in the seventh month” (emphasis added
throughout).
And we are told in Deuteronomy
14:22-25, “You shall truly tithe all the
increase of your grain that the field
produces year by year. And you shall eat
before the Lord your God, in the place
where He chooses to make His name
abide, the tithe of your grain and your
new wine and your oil, of the firstborn
of your herds and your flocks, that you
may learn to fear the Lord your God
always. But if the journey is too long for

like to shop or golf, or if you
prefer to simply sit back and fellowship with brethren, Branson
is for you.
The beautiful White House
Theatre, sitting on a hill off
the busy strip, is an ideal
location for God’s people to
keep the Feast of Tabernacles.
There is plenty of room for
fellowship, a modern theater
with comfortable seating and
a wonderful family-friendly
seating section. There is room
on-site to have virtually all of
our activities and seminars in
one location.
Branson offers a wide variety of housing for every taste
and budget. Whether you’d
like an inexpensive motel with
cooking facilities, an upscale

you, so that you are not able to carry the
tithe, or if the place where the Lord your
God chooses to put His name is too far
from you, when the Lord your God has
blessed you, then you shall exchange it for
money, take the money in your hand, and
go to the place which the Lord your God
chooses.”
Here is the listing of the Feast of
Tabernacles sites for 2017. Not all the
international sites are listed here, and
the final number of sites will be in excess
of 40 again this year. There are new
sites and old favorites for you to choose
from. Enjoy your Feast planning! And
whatever site you choose, I pray that you
and your family will find the 2017 Feast
of Tabernacles spiritually uplifting and
rewarding! OA

Branson, Missouri
hotel or a condominium or
cabin with all the conveniences
of home, we have you covered.
Average high and low temperatures for October are 72
and 49.
Fragrance-controlled room
available: Yes.

Tax rate for accommodations: Varies from 6 to 12
percent.
Closest airports: Springfield/Branson National (SGF),
55 miles; Little Rock, Arkansas
(LIT), 178 miles.
Mike Blackwell
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ESTES PARK,
COLORADO
The town of Estes Park is
the gateway to one of the most
spectacular national parks
in the United States, Rocky
Mountain National Park. The
numerous elk, both in town
and surrounding areas, add a
millennial atmosphere.
Downtown Estes Park is
rather quaint, with many
shops and a variety of restaurants along the main street
and scattered throughout the
area.
Trail Ridge Road, the main
route into the national park,
tops out at over 12,000 feet
and offers spectacular views.
It is the highest paved through
road in the country. The alternate route is Old Fall River
Road. It’s a one-way (from
bottom to top) and unpaved
road, but it’s easily driven in a
passenger car. It terminates at
the high elevation visitor cen-

ter, and you can then return to
town via Trail Ridge Road.
The elevation of Estes Park is
moderate for Colorado resorts,
just 7,500 feet. Our host hotel is
the Rocky Mountain Park Inn.
Meeting space is more than
adequate for the approximately
300 people we are expecting. Larger accommodations
with kitchens, such as condos,
cabins and houses, are plentiful. And there are some more
moderately priced motels.
From the Denver International Airport, you can expect
a driving time of about two
hours, perhaps a little less.
The fastest route uses Highways 66 and 36. An alternate
is Highway 34 up the scenic
Big Thompson Canyon, which
takes about 45 minutes from
Loveland.
Snow is always possible at
Feast time in the Colorado
Rockies. Come prepared for
both cold and moderate
weather.
All in all, Estes Park offers a

great deal for the 2017 Feast of
Tabernacles!
Fragrance-controlled room
available: Yes.
Tax rate for accommodations: 10.55 percent.
Closest airport: Denver
(DEN), 76 miles.
Larry Neff

FORT MYERS,
FLORIDA (SATELLITE)
Fort Myers, Florida, is a
restricted-access satellite site
for those who meet the criteria.
After a very successful first
year, it was an easy decision
to return to Fort Myers. The
beauty of the Gulf Coast of
Florida, the many attractions
for brethren to visit, and the
excellent venue for accommodations and services made this
a clear choice for 2017.
Services will be held at the
Holiday Inn at the Gulf Coast
Town Center, which is a beautiful property located on a lake.

A THOUSAND YEARS OF SERVICE STARTS NOW
You have waited all year. Your anticipation builds to sheer excitement. You are going to the Feast
of Tabernacles!
You arrive at the site for opening night services and walk into the meeting hall and are shocked.
The chairs are not set up, and the floor is dirty. There is no audiovisual equipment set up. The stage
is bare—no lectern, no choir risers and no decorations. You search for an usher or the information
table to figure out what in the world is going on, but you cannot find anyone to help you.
Does this sound implausible? If not for the work of hundreds of volunteers at the Feast of Tabernacles, it very well could happen.
Every year we rely upon the efforts of volunteers to make sure everyone at the Feast of Tabernacles experiences his or her greatest Feast ever. Regardless of the size of the Feast site, there are
multiple moving parts. Our Feast coordinators rely upon dedicated members to serve their fellow spiritual family members. From the moment we drive into our Feast site’s parking lot or walk
through the facility doors, we rely upon many volunteers in many departments.
Serving one another is not only a means to administratively make the Feast site function. More
importantly, it is learning exactly what Jesus Christ meant when He told the disciples that the Son of
Man did not come to be served but to serve (Matthew 20:28; Mark 10:45).
Consider for a moment the meaning of the Feast of Tabernacles. We are picturing the thousandyear reign of Jesus Christ and the saints. We will be serving with Him and teaching in the Millennium. What better way to practice for serving in the Millennium than to serve at the Feast of
Tabernacles. Think of it as a dress rehearsal for that ultimate moment in time when service will be
our way of life!
When we think of it in those terms, we can realize our service is more than just parking cars or
setting up the stage. It is more than just helping usher people to their seats or singing in the choir. It
is learning to be a king and priest now for the Millennium to come.
Our 1,000 years of service is coming. Are you ready? Why not practice by volunteering at this
year’s Feast of Tabernacles?
Jon Pinelli
8
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There are over 30 top-of-theline restaurants at the Town
Center for brethren to choose
from. Most people may wish to
stay at the Holiday Inn, where
breakfast comes free with
your room if you are with the
Church.
This area of southwest
Florida offers many attractions. The Edison & Ford
Winter Estates, which includes
the Edison Botanic Research
Laboratory and the Estates
Museum, is nearby and open
daily for tours. The causeway
to Sanibel and Captiva Islands
is 30 minutes away, and so is
the bridge to the island of Fort
Myers Beach. All have beautiful white-sand beaches. The
very popular Naples, Florida,
Zoo is 35 minutes away,
and the western Everglades
National Park’s Ten Thousand
Islands guided boat tour is just
one hour away.
The temperatures in October should be in the low to
mid-80s. We are expecting 200
or more at this site.
Fragrance-controlled room
available: Yes.
Tax rate for accommodations: 11 percent.
Closest airport: Southwest
Florida International Airport
(RSW), 5 miles.
Jim Haeffele

GREEN LAKE,
WISCONSIN (SATELLITE)
Green Lake, Wisconsin, is a
restricted-access site for those
who meet the criteria.
Brethren in the upper
Midwest who find it difficult
to make the drive to other sites
will again have the opportunity
to meet at a more local satellite
Feast site. This year it will be
at the Green Lake Conference
Center.
This site will offer outstanding opportunities for
extended fellowship, as well as
an all-inclusive atmosphere.
Most brethren will be able to
stay in the same building where
cogwa.org

services are held. Our meeting
room will be available all day
for fellowship. Across the way is
a nice cafeteria that serves three
wonderful meals each day at a
very affordable price. Brethren
staying on-site will have the option of choosing between two
meal options: breakfast, lunch
and dinner, or just lunch and
dinner. Green Lake Conference
Center will work with individual meal requests, but anticipates
that those staying on-site will
take advantage of one of the
meal plans.
Brethren attending in Green
Lake will watch a webcast from
one of the other Feast sites for
services each day.
Green Lake provides a
setting where brethren can go
for a walk in the prairie, along
the lake or on one of the trails
of the 900-acre facility. It is
a peaceful setting, allowing
plenty of fellowship and activity
options, but with limited distractions of the world. The lake
itself is noted as the deepest
lake in Wisconsin.
Fragrance-controlled room
available: No.
Tax rate for accommodations: 0 percent. (Green Lake
Conference Center is a nonprofit.)
Closest airports: Appleton
(ATW), 52 miles; Madison
(MSN), 66 miles.
Gary Black

HAPUNA BEACH,
HAWAII
We will be returning to the
Big Island of Hawaii for the
Feast this year, meeting at the
Hapuna Beach Prince Hotel
and Resort, about a half-hour
north of the city of Kona. This
has been a very popular site,
and this year will be our third
Feast at Hapuna Beach.
This area north of Kona
is called the Kohala Coast of
the Big Island of Hawaii. The
world-famous Kohala Coast is
on the west side of the largest of
the Hawaiian Islands. Hapuna
Beach was included in Travel

+ Leisure’s 2013 “Best Beaches
on Earth” list, and Condé Nast
Traveler included the Hapuna
Beach Prince Hotel in its list
of 10 best family resorts in
Hawaii.
The resort is located next to
its sister property, the five-star
Mauna Kea Resort, developed
by the Rockefeller family
on over 1,800 acres of lush,
tropical, oceanfront grounds
that include not only the two
resorts with seven restaurants,
but also two championship
golf courses, gardens and
coastal hiking trials.
We are expecting between
300 and 400 people to be in
attendance at the Feast on the
Big Island this year. All of our
services and meetings will be
held in the ballroom at the
Hapuna Beach Prince Resort,
where we have reserved a large
block of rooms at deeply discounted rates.
There is plenty to do and see
on the Big Island. Of course,
sightseeing, shopping, fine
dining, ocean water sports and
beaches abound. Organized
activities will include Family
Day on the beach, a teen pool
party, a young adult kayaking
and snorkeling excursion, a
family sailing and snorkeling
adventure and a traditional
Hawaiian luau.
You will find plenty of helpful information and pictures on
our Facebook page, COGWA
FOT - Hapuna Beach, HI. We
look forward to seeing you on
the Big Island! Aloha!
Fragrance-controlled room
available: Yes.
Tax rate for accommodations: 13.4 percent.
Closest airport: Kona
(KOA), 27 miles.
Dave Register

LAKE HARMONY,
PENNSYLVANIA

Fort Myers, Florida

Lake Harmony, Pennsylvania

New Braunfels, Texas

San Diego, California

We’re expecting 2017 to be
another successful year at the
Lake Harmony, Pennsylvania,
Feast site. Additional improvements upon last year’s renova-
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ATTENTION THOSE WITH FRAGRANCESENSITIVITY ISSUES
We are aware that some of our members suffer from sensitivities to fragrances. We try to address this issue at the Feast sites
where we can do so. We cannot control all the issues necessary
to make an area truly fragrance-free, so we cannot guarantee
a “fragrance-free” room. But certain sites are able to provide
a “fragrance-controlled” room or “fragrance-sensitive” area,
where we try to control the area to ensure, to the best of our
ability, that those who have fragrance issues will generally find
this area to be an aid in dealing with their sensitivities.
U.S. Feast sites that will be able to provide a fragrancecontrolled or fragrance-sensitive area will list that feature in the
description here and on our Feast website.
tions of the ballroom meeting
hall are planned.
Split Rock’s Galleria hotel
offers economical, cabin-like
hotel rooms, as well as oneand two-bedroom suites with
kitchenettes. Also, just one mile
away, all of the Willowbrook
suites have full kitchens. Additionally, Willowbrook “twobedroom” suites are actually
two adjoining suites, providing
two full kitchens and a fireplace
(switch-controlled). For other
housing options, see the housing brochure.
One day of the Feast will be
designated for free water park
passes—the first 150 water park
passes are free for those staying
at Split Rock Resort (Galleria,
Willowbrook, Historic Lodge,
and Mountain Laurel Resort)
and discounted for Feastgoers
staying elsewhere.
We’re pleased to announce
our first New York City tour! On
Sunday, Oct. 8, a tour guide will
board our coach bus (for our
convenience), as we view notable
sites, such as the 9/11 Memorial,
Times Square and more (details
are forthcoming). Also, on
Monday, Oct. 9, COGWA has
seats reserved for the showing of
Jonah (Sight & Sound Millennium Theatre, Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania).
Additional indoor resort activities include an indoor pool,
arcade, bowling, fitness center,
basketball, tennis and billiards.
Several good restaurants are
located in surrounding communities. Family attractions
10
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include the nearby historic
town of Jim Thorpe, Amish
Country in Lancaster County
and more.
Fragrance-controlled room
available: Yes.
Tax rate for accommodations: 6-9 percent.
Closest airports: WilkesBarre/Scranton (AVP), 32
miles; Allentown/Lehigh Valley
(ABE), 45 miles; Trenton, New
Jersey (TTN), 105 miles; Philadelphia (PHL), 131 miles.
Kevin Epps

NEW BRAUNFELS,
TEXAS
New Braunfels is a small
town of approximately 60,000
people, located in the hill
country of Texas, just 30 miles
northeast of downtown San
Antonio. Its German heritage
is evident in the city’s history,
culture and cuisine.
Services will be held in the
New Braunfels Convention
Center, where we will have
exclusive use of this beautiful
facility throughout the Feast.
Complimentary coffee and tea
will be provided every morning
prior to services. Anticipated
attendance is 350.
Many recreational opportunities in New Braunfels
include water. Whether you’re
enjoying the famous Schlitterbahn Water Park and Resort,
wakeboarding without a boat
at the Texas Ski Ranch, floating
one of the rivers, or swimming

in the largest spring-fed pool in
Texas—there are plenty of ways
to get wet!
For those interested in history, there are seven museums
to visit and the historic district
of Gruene (a district within
the city of New Braunfels) to
explore. And for dining, there
are many restaurants nearby
where visitors can sample German dishes, Texas barbecue
and contemporary fare.
If you’d like to venture
beyond the local area, San
Antonio is just 30 miles south
on Interstate 35. There you
can tour the historic Alamo,
wander the River Walk, go up
the Tower of the Americas, visit
SeaWorld and enjoy the Six
Flags Fiesta Texas theme park.
The nearest major airport
is located in San Antonio. The
average high temperature in
New Braunfels in October is 81
degrees.
Fragrance-controlled room
available: Yes.
Tax rate for accommodations: 13 percent.
Closest airports: San Antonio (SAT), 30 miles; Austin
(AUS), 55 miles.
David Treybig

ORANGE BEACH,
ALABAMA
Serving the southeastern
area of the United States, we
will again be hosting this year’s
Feast of Tabernacles at beautiful Orange Beach, Alabama.
Orange Beach is a familyfriendly location, with beautiful, white-sand beaches if you
want to stay on the coast—or a
quaint marina with sailboats in
a secluded harbor if you prefer
staying a bit inland.
The housing will again be a
mixture of hotels and condos.
Since this year the Feast falls
earlier in the calendar year, we
will be finishing up Tabernacles
just as the area’s annual shrimp
festival is getting started. We
have secured good rates, but
they may be a bit higher than
last year, so pay attention as you
make housing arrangements.

Services will be held in the
Orange Beach Event Center,
located in the Wharf district.
The Wharf has many fine
restaurants, shopping, a marina
and lots of outdoor activities
for the whole family. Many area
restaurants are now catering to
our dietary requirements, so
look for those establishments
when you arrive.
There are multiple beach
locations—stretching across
several miles—that allow for
parasailing, diving, deep-sea
fishing, glass-bottom boats,
dolphin tours, beach volleyball
and a host of other Gulf-related
activities. If your interest isn’t
beautiful white sand, then just
minutes from the beach are
kayaking, canoeing, golf, sailing and several theme parks for
the young at heart.
If your plans call for a beach
venue for this year’s Feast of
Tabernacles, we welcome you to
Orange Beach, Alabama!
Fragrance-controlled room
available: No.
Tax rate for accommodations: 11 percent. (Be sure to
read details on each property
listed in the housing information. Some Orange Beach
accommodations include taxes
and fees in their rates.)
Closest airports: Pensacola,
Florida (PNS), 36 miles; Mobile, Alabama (MOB), 66 miles.
Phillip Sandilands

PIGEON FORGE,
TENNESSEE
Nestled in the foothills of
the Smoky Mountains, Pigeon
Forge, Tennessee, is known as
one of the top family vacation
destinations in the country. If
you enjoy the outdoors, there
is much for you. The Feast of
Tabernacles takes place during
the time when fall colors are
in full array, and the area’s
natural beauty brings out the
outdoorsman in everyone. If
you enjoy quality family time,
good family entertainment, a
wide selection of restaurants
and plenty of shopping, you
will love Pigeon Forge.
cogwa.org

Although the area is known
for its many crafts stores, wonderful musicians and countless
go-kart tracks and miniature
golf courses, it also boasts
one of the most active, wellrepresented outlet malls in the
entire country. Additionally,
in neighboring Gatlinburg you
and your family can take in the
beautiful Ripley’s Aquarium of
the Smokies. We are planning
to put together a well-balanced
activity schedule sure to interest all tastes.
Housing consists of a variety
of motel rooms, with many offering a full breakfast in the rate.
And, of course, there are also
beautiful 1- to 4-bedroom condos or—for those with extended
families wanting to share—there
are large chalets and cabins that
sleep up to 30! Housing prices
begin at $70 per night and go up
from there. This is also an area
with several campgrounds for
those who might enjoy camping
during the Feast.
Pigeon Forge is easily traveled. There is a divided highway
through the middle of the
town. The Smoky Mountain
Conference Center has free
parking and has no steps, so
it is also easily accessible for
everyone. Hope to see you in
Pigeon Forge.
Fragrance-controlled room
available: Yes.
Tax rate for accommodations: 12.25 percent.
Closest airports: Knoxville
(TYS), 36 miles; Nashville
(BNA), 208 miles.
Mark Winner

ties. The Eagle Crest Resort is
located just a few miles outside
the actual town of Redmond.
The resort will also serve as our
primary housing locale with a
variety of different housing options. The spacious ballroomstyle meeting facility at Eagle
Crest will serve as our meeting
hall for daily services.
The area has a wide variety
of outdoor activities. Hiking
trails are in abundance in the
area, as well as in the Cascade
Mountains, located just 30
minutes away. Several picturesque lakes are located nearby,
as well as the Deschutes River if
you enjoy fishing.
If you are looking for a
unique experience, take a
20-minute drive to the
western-themed town of Sisters.
Antique shops, one-of-a-kind
stores and restaurants make for
an interesting afternoon visit to
this quaint town. You can also
find restaurants and shopping
in the town of Redmond or a
little farther down the road in
Bend. The area has a variety
of antique and boutique-style
shops and restaurants for all
budgets.
If you are looking for a laidback, slower-paced, country
Feast site, come keep the Feast
in Redmond this year.
Fragrance-controlled room
available: No.
Tax rate for accommodations: 10 to 16 percent.
Closest airports: Redmond
(RDM), 8 miles; Portland
(PDX), 150 miles.
Jon Pinelli

REDMOND,
OREGON

SAN DIEGO,
CALIFORNIA

Our Pacific Northwest Feast
of Tabernacles site for 2017
will return to Redmond—the
“crossroads of central Oregon.”
Redmond is located approximately 140 miles from the Portland International Airport.
We will be utilizing the
Eagle Crest Resort for our Feast
of Tabernacles services as well
as a number of other activi-

San Diego, the jewel of
Southern California, will again
be one of our sites for this year’s
Feast of Tabernacles. San Diego
is a top travel destination and
has a year-round climate that
attracts many visitors.
This year we will be meeting at the Crowne Plaza for
all services during the Feast.
The resort is located on Hotel
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Circle and is just a couple of
miles from Old Town San
Diego and around 6 miles or
less to Mission Bay, Sea World
and other attractions. The
Crowne Plaza is beautifully
landscaped with a Hawaiian
theme, and the hotel has seen
many upgrades in the last year.
We are expecting about 350 in
attendance.
The hotel has offered us a
special parking rate of $3 per
day, a $10 discount off the normal rate. This is for guests, as
well as any members coming to
the venue each day for services.
This full-service hotel also has
a restaurant, coffee/sandwich
shop, sushi bar in the evenings,
lounge, gift shop, exercise
room, business center, on-site
guest laundry, large outdoor
heated swimming pool and
whirlpool/hot tub.
We appreciate attendees’
staying at the Crowne Plaza,
since that will reduce our
cost for a wonderful meeting
space. The hotel has given us a
reduced rate and offers complimentary Internet, in-room
refrigerators and microwaves.
There are numerous restaurants
and shopping facilities within
1 to 2 miles of the hotel. Other
nearby hotels and vacation
rentals will be available.
Planned activities will include a family activity, seniors’
luncheon, teen and young adult
activities, a golf tournament
and more.
Local activities are plentiful, with snorkeling, surfing,
kayaking, paddleboards, deepsea fishing, whale and dolphin
watching, dinner or harbor
cruises, wineries, mountain
biking, golfing, scuba diving,
tide pools, shopping and more.
San Diego is also host to a wide
variety of restaurants and fine
dining.
Fragrance-controlled room
available: No.
Tax rate for accommodations: 12.7 percent.
Closest airports: San Diego
(SAN), 5.7 miles; Orange
County (SNA), 82 miles.
Paul Carter

International
Feast Sites
AFRICA
Mugina, Burundi
Man, Côte d’Ivoire
Kinshasa, Democratic
Republic of the Congo
Kumasi, Ghana
Nakuru, Kenya
Salima, Malawi
Flic-en-Flac, Mauritius
Benin City, Nigeria
Giti, Rwanda
Uvongo, South Africa
Kpalimé, Togo
Lusaka, Zambia
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe
ASIA/PACIFIC
Coffs Harbour, Australia
Pacific Harbour, Fiji
Kochi, India
Taupo, New Zealand
Bacolod City, Philippines
CARIBBEAN
St. Lawrence Gap,
Barbados
Grenada
Guyana
Runaway Bay, Jamaica
EUROPE
Calais, France
LATIN AMERICA
Villa la Merced, Argentina
Santa Cruz, Bolivia
Lican Ray, Chile
El Rodadero, Santa Marta,
Colombia
Antigua, Guatemala
San Miguel de Allende,
Mexico
Huanchaco, Peru
NORTH AMERICA
Orford, Québec
Note: Not all locations in
this list are final. Please
check feast.cogwa.org for
up-to-date information on
international sites.

Registration
begins April 16

feast
.cogwa
.org
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Journeys
Reflections
and

a Lifetime of Ministry

George and Karen
Meeker
The Meekers have served in the ministry for 62 years.

I

n the summer of 1951 George
Meeker made a decision that
changed his life. In the mid1940s his father had begun
listening to a voice on the
radio—that of Herbert W.
Armstrong on The World Tomorrow.
Intrigued by the message, father and
son discussed the teaching over time
until finally George decided to apply
to Ambassador College.
Weeks slipped by, and he heard
nothing. So he spent the $400 he
had saved for college, bought a 1940
Packard and prepared to take a crosscountry trip with a school buddy
instead. Then one day the phone rang.
It was Mr. Armstrong, inviting him
to come to Pasadena as a student.
After a quick trip from Kansas to
California and a guided tour by an
enthusiastic Mr. Armstrong, George
chose to enroll, boosting the ranks of
the entire student body to a whopping
24! Four years later he graduated with
his class of seven.
Little did he know that decision
would eventually lead to baptism
and an eventful future serving the
Church of God. He was made student
body president his senior year and
ordained to the ministry in January

12

One Accord

of 1955. Then he had the opportunity
to help Richard Armstrong set up
the first church office outside the
United States in London, England.
He served as office manager and saw
Ambassador College established in
Bricket Wood, Hertfordshire, in 1960.
It was there that George Meeker
married Karen Kunkel, a co-ed who
was sent, along with several others,
from Pasadena to help establish the
fledging campus. It proved to be the
union of a lifetime. (They recently
celebrated their 56th anniversary.)
In the ensuing years Mr. Meeker
would go on seven baptizing tours
(lasting from one to three months),
serve as pastor for 20 congregations,
serve as a senior pastor/regional
director at various times, and raise
up several new churches. He finally
retired in 2002.

Joys of pastoring

When asked what he enjoyed most
about pastoring, Mr. Meeker recalled
several things. The joy of watching
people grow and change—seeing their
lives improve as they began keeping
God’s laws—was one. He loved to
urge people to explore and mine
the pages of the Bible, encouraging

them to read slowly and keep reading
year after year. And he particularly
enjoyed the give-and-take of in-home
Bible studies.
Both George and Karen think
fondly of all the friendships they
made over the years and of the love
shown to them by brethren wherever
they went. Some of their best
memories are of meals shared, of fun
and laughter, of socials and picnics,
and of the opportunity to share the
good times and the difficult times in
the lives of so many. In later years,
having the opportunity to stay in
one area long enough to see children
grow to adulthood and take their
place (often alongside parents and
grandparents) in the local church has
brought great satisfaction.

Miracles and role models

“We experienced God’s mercy in
the lives of our own three children,
but we also saw it in the lives of
others,” Karen recalled. While
serving in Illinois, her husband
received a frantic call. A member’s
toddler had accidently been run over,
and would he come immediately! Of
course he would. He anointed the
little one, who quickly recovered—
cogwa.org

Clockwise from top left Ambassador College
student body in 1951; Jean-Baptiste Mundeli,
Joel Meeker and his father, George, conduct
Sabbath services in Giti, Rwanda; George Meeker
sits at his desk in the first office in London on
Cranbourn Street; Herbert Armstrong conducts
the Meekers’ marriage ceremony in Memorial
Hall; the Meekers receive a set of Ante-Nicene
Fathers as a retirement gift, a great gift for a
lifelong bibliophile; the Meekers officially begin
their journey together on Nov. 15, 1960.

with no significant injuries. It was a
miracle.
“Sometimes when our family gets
together and reminisces, there are
certain names that come up regularly—
names of adults who made a deep and
lasting impression in the lives of our
children. If George had not been in
the ministry, we would never have met
them, and our children would be the
worse for it. The value of the example
of dedicated, down-to-earth, invested
members for children in the Church
cannot be overestimated. It is powerful
and means so much.”

Looking back

At a certain place in life, a minister
is sometimes asked, “What is the
biggest lesson you learned while
shepherding God’s people?” George
Meeker’s response? “Learning to give
credit to local leaders who help keep
the church together.” He feels their
service is invaluable. And “learning
how to empower members to have
confidence in their ability to make
decisions that are right for them.” As
for the pastor’s wife, Karen says, “God
works on His own timetable, and His
patience is infinite—for which I am
very grateful.” OA
March/April 2017

On the Road Again
Following are the congregations that the Meekers served
between 1960 and 2001 (in chronological order):
London, England*
Bristol, England
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Richland Center, Wisconsin**
Grand Rapids, Michigan
South Bend, Indiana
Kalamazoo, Michigan**
Columbia, Missouri
Lake Ozark, Missouri
Rolla, Missouri

Chicago NW, Illinois
Rockford, Illinois
Kenosha, Wisconsin**
Springfield, Missouri
St. Louis NW, Missouri
Wentzville, Missouri**
St. Peters, Missouri
Belleville, Illinois
Fort Smith, Arkansas***
Bentonville, Arkansas***

*First pastor; started as a result of Mr. Armstrong’s campaign.
**Started this church.
***Temporary assignment.
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Q

I need deliverance.
I’m 23, and I’ve
had four sexual
partners since I
turned 18 years
old. I hate myself
for it. I’ve ended
all relationships
two months ago,
and I’m now sober,
concentrating on my
studies and on God’s
guidance. But I still
feel it’s not enough
for God. I’ve made
a horrible mistake
misusing the temple
of the Holy Spirit.
Please help me and
advise me on what I
should do.

Through this column, we want
to provide you with a window
on the work of the Personal
Correspondence Department.
Because we interact mostly with
people new to God’s truth, some
topics might not seem directly
applicable to you. But think how
you would answer the question
if someone asked it of you!
And many answers will contain
spiritual principles that you can
apply in your life, even if the
question isn’t one you would ask.
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personal contact
with Cecil Maranville

a

We agree with your sober assessment.
Your past actions were sins. The Bible defines
sin as breaking God’s law, and engaging in
sexual relations outside of marriage breaks
God’s Seventh Commandment. You took the
right action by ending this way of living.
The reason you feel that it isn’t enough
is because you have only taken the first step
in the process of true repentance. By itself,
stopping sin will not cleanse you of your past
sin. But take heart! God shows us how we
can be cleansed of the past—completely freed
from the death penalty that sin incurs.
Equally encouraging is the fact that
God’s forgiveness gives a repentant person
a completely fresh start to live as he should.
With this wonderfully comforting news,
we add this sobering caution: Many have
wrongly portrayed repentance and forgiveness as simple as saying a single brief prayer.
Supposedly, this one-time prayer makes the
sinner feel better, after which he is free to go
on with his life in whatever way he thinks
is okay. That way of thinking will leave you
empty and cut off from God—just as you
have realized.
Forgiveness by which God completely
cleanses you of your past is part of a lifelong
agreement you enter into with Him, committing to live the rest of your life by His
standards. We explain the way clearly in our
Life, Hope & Truth articles. I suggest that
you begin by reading “What Is Forgiveness?”
It begins with this series of questions that are
answered in the article: “What is forgiveness of sins? Is God really willing to give us

a fresh start? Or are there things that are beyond what even a loving God will forgive?”
The first example we discuss to illustrate
God’s forgiveness is King David’s adultery.
At the bottom of the article is an offer of
Change Your Life, a downloadable booklet
that explains the entire process by which
God will help you turn your life around. It
examines:
• What is the process of salvation?
• What is holding us back from positive
changes?
• Why did Jesus command us to repent,
and what does it mean?
• What is living faith, and how can we
grow in it?
• What power does God offer us to complete our transformation?
It isn’t that you can ever earn forgiveness,
but we do take on obligations by accepting Christ’s sacrifice for our sins. You will
discover that what you are about to read
makes sense, that it is encouraging beyond
belief, that God’s way of life is practical and
that every aspect of His truth fits perfectly
with every other aspect of it. The Bible is like
a great puzzle that, while confusing to most
people, presents an awesome image when
one allows it to interpret itself.
If additional questions come to
mind, search our website to find articles
by title, topics, keywords or a specific
verse. The search box is at the top left of
lifehopeandtruth.com. And we are always
available to help from this office. You have
begun taking the right steps. Keep it up! OA
cogwa.org

church Potluck
What’s cooking in your congregation?

Brethren hike to waterfalls at the
Mambukal Mountain Resort.

Brethren in Visayas,
Philippines, rejuvenate
at end-of-year retreat
David and Lisa Jackson and Gloria and Todd Carey.

17th Annual Virginia Beach Weekend
Focuses on Vision
The Williamsburg, Virginia, and
Salisbury, Maryland (formally Delmar,
Delaware) congregations hosted the 17th
annual Virginia Beach Weekend Jan. 13-15.
The theme this year was “Vision: Seeing
Clearly in a Clouded World.”
The Holiday Inn North Beach was
once again the location for all activities,
beginning with a Friday evening Bible
study presented by David Jackson, an elder
serving in Maryland and Pennsylvania.
Mr. Jackson talked about the FI-sponsored
Israel tour last June while sharing a slide
show of the trip. He explained how the
Bible comes alive when you are standing in
the places where those events took place.
The evening ended with snacks, refreshments and fellowship.
Sabbath morning began with an interactive Bible study presented by Dempsey
Bruton, with Ray Gwin and Justin Carey
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assisting. The participants divided into five
groups to discuss the who, what, when,
where and why of being thankful. Each
group had a couple of preteens who helped
“guide” the discussion and present the conclusions to everyone at the end of the study.
Sabbath services that afternoon included two pieces of special music by the
children’s choir—“Give Thanks” and “Worthy of My Praise”—followed by an adult
quartet singing “The New 23rd Psalm.” Mr.
Jackson gave the sermon, titled “Laborers
in the Father’s Vineyard: Don’t Forget to
Look Up.” Its message: Regardless of when
we are called—at the beginning, middle or
end of the day (Matthew 20:1-16)—we must
keep the vision of the work we’re called to
and the Holy Spirit that helps us work. We
must not lose our first love and return to
the world, or lose sight of the goal of the
Kingdom. We must work to the end of our
shift—our whole life.
Saturday evening we had a buffet dinner, art contest, silent auction, baked goods
sale. The family costume dance, deejayed
by Kevin Treybig, featured our favorite
heroes, real and fictional.
The Virginia Beach Weekend ended
Sunday morning with a family movie or
an indoor swim and fellowship time at the
Lazy River. The weekend was a great success. You’re all invited here next year!
Tim Walsh

The year-end church outing for the Visayas, Philippines, congregration was held
at Mambukal Mountain Resort last Dec.
24-25, 2016. It was a meaningful place since
it was also where the first ever COGWA
Youth Camp in the Philippines was held
way back in 2011.
Located at 1,200 feet above sea level
and laid out over 23.6 hectares, Mambukal
encompasses a variety of natural features
and recreation. Thirty-five of our brethren
from Bacolod and Tacloban came together
and enjoyed the different activities.
The different tributaries surrounding
the resort supply the boating lagoon and
other water tracks. Rocky formations are
present everywhere, with sizes ranging
from those as small as marbles to those as
gigantic as trees.
Over 4,000 fruit bats are present in the
area, and they are quite a view. The seven
falls, famous to the Negrenses (locals), are
a must for those who enjoy hiking. Due
to time constraints, we only reached the
second falls, but the view was still worth it.
The resort also features hot sulfur springs.
The dipping pool served as balm for those
among us who felt tired and wanted to take
the time off.
Some of us were also able to appreciate the beauty in colors and even brought
home souvenirs from the butterfly garden.
There are also other activities to enjoy like
wall climbing, a zip line, a hanging bridge,
swimming pools and much more.
Mambukal offers close contact with
nature, which allowed us to relax and
rejuvenate. It was truly a memorable experience for everyone. We hope to be back
again soon.
Kathlyn Tiu
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Jon and Debbie Pinelli (in front) make
their final official pastoral trip to Alberta.

Clockwise from
above Brethren
from Manila
enjoyed three
days at a retreat
together; Eriz
Dizon, Honeyleen Verango,
Michael Verango;
Eunice Verango
and Zion.

Alberta Congregations
say farewell to
pinellis

Manila, Philippines, Congregation Holds
end-of-year Fellowship retreat
While most of the world was preoccupied with the festivities for a new year, a different
kind of rejoicing and fellowship transpired during the Manila, Philippines, congregation’s
outing last Dec. 31 to Jan. 1. The much-needed getaway was held at Casa Concepcion,
Calamba Laguna.
The brethren relished the first part of the day by sharing potluck meals and enjoyable
stories. In the afternoon, Luzon pastor Eriz Dizon conducted a Sabbath Bible study about
prophecy and led a brainstorming session afterward for ways to improve the congregation
in Manila. Most suggestions related to training and equipping members to better serve
God and the brethren.
The night was spent swimming in the private pool, relaxing in the Jacuzzi and enjoying unlimited karaoke. Not even the firecrackers all around the area could drown the
dazzling display of vocals. The next morning was spent with more singing, fellowship and
meals before the brethren headed home. What a wonderful way to spend the first day of
2017!
Jeremy Ellamil

On Jan. 21, 2017, the Edmonton and
Calgary, Alberta, Canada, congregations
combined to celebrate and say good-bye to
pastor Jon Pinelli and his wife, Debbie, as
they made their last official pastoral trip
to Alberta. They have been serving the Alberta congregations since their formation
in 2012. This final visit was the 44th trip
that Jon Pinelli had made to Alberta!
The Alberta congregations honored the
Pinellis with a gift and a card to show them
appreciation for their service. The gift consisted of an engraved keepsake box filled
with two engraved pens, Canadian trapper
hats and T-shirts.
While it is very difficult to see the
Pinellis go, we are grateful for the blessing
of having Mark Whynaucht and his wife,
Cheryl, take over pastoral duties of the
Alberta congregations.
We wish the Pinellis well in their future
endeavors and look forward to seeing them
again!
Elsa Schafers

“Minute to Win It” Social challenges
louisville congregation

Steven McGhee attempts one of the “Minute to Win It” challenges.
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Eruptions of laughter, cheers of encouragement and shouts of
success filled the Louisville, Kentucky, church hall Saturday evening, Jan. 28, 2017, as the congregation enjoyed a series of “Minute
to Win It” games.
Following services, everyone enjoyed a chili supper and then
formed teams to meet the challenges ahead. The teams included
a wide range of players, from grade school age or younger to
grandparents. The games were varied for all skill levels. It was an
evening of fellowship and noisy fun that will be long remembered.
Carolyn Winner
Photo by Danielle Rehor
cogwa.org

Austin Brethren feast on comfort
food at potluck

Clockwise from top left
Ryan Kardell plays the
drums; Gary Pedersen
plays Mark Twain;
Aimee Lemen, Cristy
Hoaglun and Mary
Peyton raise a toast.

Twin Cities Display Their Talents at
Variety Show
On Sabbath evening, Jan. 21, the Twin Cities and St. Cloud,
Minnesota, congregations enjoyed a potluck dinner, followed by a
variety show.
The evening was organized by Kevin and Mary Peyton. Kevin
Peyton was our emcee for the show.
The audience was treated to 20 numbers—a diverse representation of the ages and abilities in our congregations! Our youngest
performer was 2 years old, and our oldest was Mark Twain (age
unavailable!).
The variety included a percussionist, vocalists, pianists, flutists,
skits and a couple of readings. We were grateful for the tireless
service of our stage crew and our sound technician. The evening
was also webcast, much to the delight of a few members who were
unable to join us due to various challenges they were facing.
During the show and the intermission, our teens provided us
with three flavors of popcorn, as well as a juice bar with elegantly
prepared drinks for our enjoyment. Teens welcomed donations to
help fund a trip planned for this summer.
Plenty of work went into the evening, and the ability to enjoy
the show as a congregation made it well worth the effort!
Barbara Lee
Photos by Olivia Witt

The Austin, Texas, congregation enjoyed a potluck meal on the
Sabbath of Feb. 11. As beloved as potlucks are in the Austin area,
this particular meal had a new theme: comfort food. The sumptuous fare included entrees that harkened many back to their childhoods—golden mac and cheese, buttery grilled cheese sandwiches,
and a mouthwatering bucket of original Kentucky Fried Chicken.
Other entrees were reminiscent of those a restaurant would offer,
such as pasta, tacos with salsa, and brisket.
A feast for both the eyes and the taste buds, another table
presented an array of desserts. A positively artisanal variety of
chocolate, cookies, cakes and brownies made it impossible to pick
just one. The room was packed, every table full, and many had to
use the overflow rooms. There was an abundance of food for both
a first and second plate, and members got the opportunity to enjoy
a meal together, socialize and perhaps exchange recipes for the
excellent food.
Madeline Curry

St. Louis and Rolla Combine for
Winter Social
The combined congregations of St. Louis and Rolla, Missouri,
held their yearly winter social on Dec. 10, 2016. After services, the
brethren gathered for a highly anticipated and delicious potluck
meal, followed by activities for all ages.
In the attached gymnasium, several competed in family novelty
Olympics. A wide variety of ages enjoyed relay races that ranged
from balancing Ping-Pong balls on spoons to stacking cups in a
pyramid. Rousing cheers and squeals of delight were evidence of
fun being had by all.
When asked what was the most fun, participants gave answers
ranging from “balloon-popping races,” “throwing rubber ducks
in a basket” and “hitting golf balls into a pumpkin” to the more
pragmatic, “I liked the eating part.” For those with tamer tastes,
the main meeting hall was the location for board games, cards and
dominoes.
As always, the winter social was a rousing success, and we are
already looking forward to next year!
Tammy Holman and Karen Meeker

Auckland enjoys Fijian-Style social

Cooks tend the delicious food roasting in the
underground lovo.
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In late December 2016 members of the Auckland, New Zealand, congregation
drove down to the scenic house of Isaac and Natasha Khalil for a church social.
When we arrived, we were just in time to see the unearthing of our food. That’s
right! Our food was cooked underground in an earth oven. In Fiji they call this
old way of cooking lovo. In a nutshell, a lovo is an underground pit that traps
heat from fire-heated rocks to cook the food. This makes the meat very tender
and full of flavor. We enjoyed an array of lamb, beef, chicken and vegetable
dishes, along with some healthy drinks and wine.
The afternoon was spent fellowshipping. Later on, some people started throwing water balloons to each other, which filled the house with laughter and fun. It
was a happy and blessed occasion from the Father above, which His little flock in
Auckland enjoyed.
Andrei Siopan
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announcements
BIRTHS

We encourage members to send announcements to be featured in One Accord. We feature events in
members’ lives, including baptisms, births, engagements, weddings, significant anniversaries (25, 40,
50, 60, etc.), and obituaries. Typically they run between 50 and 100 words; however, we ask that all
submissions stay under 250 words. Please submit a high-resolution color photo along with the written
copy to your congregation’s reporter.

him. When asked what led him to baptism,
he replied, “I wanted to embark on the next
level of my spiritual journey, achievement
unlocked.”
Jennifer Demarest

ANNIVERSARIES

Samson Patterson

Dean and Lois Harp

Michael and Jessie Patterson from the
Louisville, Kentucky, congregation are
proud to announce the birth of their first
child, Samson Rafael Patterson. Samson
was born on the Sabbath of July 30, 2016, at
6:33 p.m., weighing 7 pounds 4 ounces and
measuring 21 inches long.

BAPTISMS

William Woodall
The Orlando, Florida, congregation was
very pleased to add a new member on Jan.
14, 2017. William C. Woodall was baptized
at a member’s home by Orlando pastor Roy
Demarest and local elder Michael Machin.
He was surrounded by 13 of his family
members, as well as several members of his
Orlando church family. William is a thirdgeneration member of God’s Church and
was eager to follow the same path his sister,
parents and grandparents had taken before
18
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Sandra and Eddie Johnson
On Sept. 3, 2016, Eddie and Sandra
Johnson of the Tonbridge, United Kingdom, congregation celebrated 50 years of
marriage. The next day they celebrated the
occasion with their extended family with a
three-course meal in a country barn. The
following Sabbath, Eddie and Sandra celebrated their golden anniversary with the
combined Tonbridge and London congregations, with a special cake and refreshments after the service.
Eddie and Sandra began to attend
church in 1975. Over the next two decades
they served in a number of roles in the local congregation and at British Feast sites,
including ushering, counting offerings and
looking after the mothers’ room. They were
ordained deacon and deaconess in 1994,
and in 2007 Eddie was ordained a local
elder in the Tonbridge congregation.
During their marriage, Eddie and
Sandra were blessed with four children and
now also enjoy having six grandchildren.
Three of their grandchildren—Conor, Archie and Ewan Murdoch—attend the same
congregation along with their parents,
Debbie and Mike.
Mike Murdoch

In 1957 Dwight D. Eisenhower was president of the United States. A new home cost
$12,000. Gasoline was 24 cents a gallon,
and coffee was 85 cents a pound. Perhaps
more important to a young Kansas farmer,
a new John Deere tractor cost $1,900. As
the Soviet Union planned to launch the
world’s first satellite into orbit, Dean and
Lois Harp began their life together as husband and wife.
The couple was honored by the Wichita, Kansas, congregation after Sabbath
services on Jan. 28, 2017, celebrating their
milestone 60th anniversary with an informal reception. Gluten-free cupcakes, creatively decorated as anniversary cakes, and
pineapple punch were served. The Harps
were presented with a bouquet of flowers
and a silver picture frame in appreciation
for the great example of faith and commitment they have shared.
Lynda Wasser
Photo by Sara Jo Luecke

Following Sabbath services on Feb. 4,
the Ocala, Florida, congregation took the
opportunity to help one couple, Bill and
Ronnie Kubon, celebrate the remarkable
accomplishment of 60 years of marriage.
A toast (with sparkling white grape
juice) was offered to the Kubons, and then
they and the 44 brethren present shared
some cake and refreshments.
Bill and Ronnie grew up in the same
Brooklyn, New York, neighborhood. They
cogwa.org
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Ronnie and Bill Kubon
were married Feb. 4, 1957, when Mr. Kubon
was 20 and Ronnie was 19. Over the years
the family grew to include four children,
nine grandchildren and four great-grandchildren as well as many friends.
Mr. Kubon was baptized in December
of 1974, and Ronnie was baptized on the
Last Great Day in 1978. He was ordained a
deacon in 1981 and as an elder in 1986. After his retirement from the New York City
police department, they moved to Pasadena, California, where Mr. Kubon worked
in security for the Church for 17 years.
Their advice to those who are looking
for a strong and happy marriage is to invite
God into your life and marriage, live your
lives as a unit of togetherness and have a
good sense of humor.
Jim and Karen Blount

OBITUARIES

Jennie Simon
Jennie Elizabeth (Storms) Simon died
on Nov. 27, 2016, at the age of 82. The
funeral was conducted on Dec. 1 by local
elder Alan Wheeler.
Jennie was born on Dec. 9, 1933, in
Highland Falls, New York, to the late
Robert Harold Storms and the late Jennie
Louise (Stout) Storms. Jennie married the
late Daniel William Simon on Sept. 2, 1951.
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Dick King
Columbus “Dick” King died Jan. 3,
2017, at his home in Richfield, California, after a lengthy battle with cancer.
Dick lived a full and joyful 73 years.
She is survived by her only child, Jennie
Louise Simon Penna, and her husband,
Henry (both COGWA members) and a sister, Charlotte Reddington. (As Jennie often
told people, she was one of 10 children—all
of whom preceded her in death with the
exception of Charlotte.)
From the time she was a young girl,
Jennie took her relationship with God
very seriously. She was active in Christian Endeavor and church choirs. She
even thought at one point of becoming a
missionary, but never acted on it. Jennie
loved God’s creation—flowers, birds and
animals. In youth and middle age, she
enjoyed flower gardening and crafts—particularly crochet and embroidery. She took
the art of homemaking seriously and often
could be heard singing hymns as she did
housework.
Jennie’s introduction to the Radio
Church of God came from a neighbor in
1960 or 1961. She became a coworker, receiving the literature and making small donations. As soon as the neighbor found out
the truth about Christmas, she lost interest,
but Jennie continued, despite opposition
from her husband, father and sisters. She
counseled for baptism but felt she could not
go forward with it without her husband.
She always hoped and prayed that he,
too, would be called, so that she could
share the knowledge of God’s truth with
him. This never happened, though he
softened over time and would tell her when

He is survived by his wife, Gail, whom
he loved deeply through 54 years of
marriage, as well as their six sons, nine
grandchildren, one great-grandson and
hundreds of friends from all over. His
family remembers him as a vibrant,
quick-witted, kind-hearted and hospitable man who worked hard and laughed
harder.
Many knew him as the owner and
operator of Corning Auto Center (until
his retirement in 2011) and as a devoted
and joyful elder in the Church of God,
a Worldwide Association. Dick and
Gail were baptized in 1967, and he was
ordained an elder in 1992. He served as
an elder in the Northern California congregations for over 25 years. His years of
dedicated service are much appreciated
by several generations of Church of God
members.
David Register
sundown was approaching on Friday evenings. He would even give her money for
holy day offerings.
Instead of her husband, then, Jennie
shared her faith with her young daughter.
As her daughter got older, they would do
the old Bible Correspondence Course together on Sabbaths. In May 1975 they were
baptized together and began attending
church for the first time in the brand-new
Newburgh congregation.
Throughout her life, Jennie was always
serving others in some way and put other
people’s needs ahead of her own. She took
the prayer lists seriously and was always
praying for people. She wore out a couple
of Bibles over the years. She also enjoyed
making new friends at the Feast and corresponding with a number of them. This
came to an end for several reasons, among
them the splits in the Church, her husband’s long illness at the end of his life (she
cared for him from 2001 until his death in
2012) and her own descent into Alzheimer’s. Even then, she made new friends at the
adult day care center she attended, where
she was a light and an example, well-loved
both by other clients and by the staff. She
always expressed thankfulness to both the
Lord for His mercies and to those in her
final years who assisted her.
Jennie will be remembered for her trust
in God, her faithfulness, humility and
patient endurance.
Jennie Penna
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Have an enriching Passover and
Days of Unleavened Bread!

