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BBelieve it or not, spring is coming! Here in Dallas 
the weather has really been up and down—like a 
roller coaster. One day we experienced a low tem-
perature of 13 degrees Fahrenheit and then, within 
the same week, a high temperature of 79 degrees 
Fahrenheit! Along with such a wide swing in tem-
peratures, we saw a lot of sickness—head colds, f lu 
and allergic reactions. But spring is coming! And 
along with spring, the Passover and the Days of 
Unleavened Bread.

On a personal note, each year I begin to focus 
on the spring holy days around this time of year. I 
lay out a plan of action to prepare myself spiritually 
for the Passover and the Days of Unleavened Bread. 
I normally begin that preparation about six weeks 
prior to the Passover itself. While we aren’t quite 
in that six-week period, we are getting close. By the 
time you receive this issue of One Accord, the Pass-
over will be about eight weeks away. 

How do you prepare for the Passover? Remember 
the apostle Paul wrote that anyone who partakes of 
the Passover “in an unworthy manner will be guilty 
of the body and blood of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 
11:27). What does that mean? The next verse pro-
vides a clue. “But let a man examine himself, and so 
let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup” (verse 
28). Paul continues that to eat and drink of the sym-
bols on Passover without this examination is a very 
serious matter. To do so is to eat and drink judg-
ment, “not discerning the Lord’s body” (verse 29).

There are three words used in this section of 
Scripture that have importance to us—examine, 
judgment and discerning. To examine means to put 
something under a microscope and look at it. In this 
case, each of us is to take a hard look at ourselves, 
what is going on inside our heads and how we are 
doing spiritually. We must examine all aspects of 
our spiritual life—prayer, Bible study, worship, 
meditation, fasting. My approach is to begin this 
process a few weeks before the Passover by taking 
the time to fast at least a couple of times.

Judgment in this verse is related to “condemna-
tion” (in the King James Version the translation is 
“damnation”). To approach the Passover in a cava-
lier attitude, as though it were just another church 
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personal from the president

service, is a serious mistake. We examine ourselves 
to check our own spiritual development so that we 
are not condemned (judged) by God.

Discerning means “to separate, make a distinc-
tion, discriminate, to prefer” (Thayer’s Greek Lexi-
con). There is something very important about the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Unlike most in mainstream 
Christianity, we only partake of this ceremony once 
a year on Passover night. It is up to each one of us to 
properly discriminate and identify the significance 
of Christ’s sacrifice for us individually and collec-
tively.

I mentioned in the beginning that I have a six-
week plan to prepare for the Passover. While you 
may use a different time frame or you may use a 
different approach for examining yourself, I would 
encourage you to at least have a plan. My plan con-
sists of fasting, additional time praying, meditation 
and Bible study. And I begin well in advance of the 
Passover. To neglect preparation until the day of or 
even the day before hardly gives enough importance 
to Christ’s sacrifice. He is our Savior, and without 
His sacrifice we have no hope for salvation. Eternal 
life is a gift made possible by the death and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ. We are reconciled by His 
death and saved by His life (Romans 5:10). 

The spring festivals are not here yet, but they are 
coming. Spring will be here soon, and along with 
spring we will once again commemorate the death 
of Jesus Christ by washing feet, eating the bread and 
drinking the wine. Please take this seriously and be 
prepared by examining yourself, avoiding condem-
nation and being sure you are properly discerning 
the body of Christ.

PASSOVER IS COMING!

Jim Franks
President
Church of God, a Worldwide Association
@jimbfranks

C
o

ve
r 

p
h

o
to

 b
y 

K
ai

t 
B

la
ck



February 2017 3

© 2017 Church of God, a Worldwide Association, 
Inc. All rights Reserved.
Ministerial Board of Directors: David Baker, Arnold 
Hampton, Joel Meeker, Richard Pinelli, Larry Salyer, 
Richard Thompson and Leon Walker
President: Jim Franks; Media operation manager: 
Clyde Kilough; Managing editor: Elizabeth Glasgow; 
Copy editor: Becky Bennett; Layout designer: 
Chantelle West
Doctrinal reviewers: Neil Hart, Jack Hendren, Steve 
Moody, Frank Pierce 

One Accord is published monthly, except April and 
October, online at members.cogwa.org by the Church 
of God, a Worldwide  Association, Inc.
All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, 
are taken from the New King James Version (© 1982 
by Thomas Nelson, Inc.). Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 
By submitting photographs or articles to the Church 
of God, a Worldwide Association, Inc. (“Church”) or to 
One Accord, a contributor gives the Church permission 
and a nonexclusive license to use or publish any 
such submissions without any compensation to the 
contributor.  The contributor further agrees that any 
such submission will be construed in the broadest 
possible terms, including, but not limited to, the right 
to edit, crop or otherwise manipulate the submission.

4

FEBRUARY 2017
OneOneOneAAAccccccordordord Contents

6

C
o

ve
r 

p
h

o
to

 b
y 

K
ai

t 
B

la
ck

12

Winter Camp 2016

FOI Youth Camp in Kenya

Media Update

Writer’s Block
A Father Spends Time

Personal Contact
Fathers Keeping Their 
Children Close to the Lord

Church Potluck

Announcements

4
6
8

10

11

12

14

http://members.cogwa.org


4 One Accord cogwa.org

Winter Camp 
2016

By Gary Black

A total of 74 campers and 44 staff members enjoy playing 
in the ice and snow together for a week of adventure and 

spiritual growth!

Photos by
Kait Black and Codi Cole
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G
od blessed Winter 
Camp with great winter 
weather this year. Even 
though quite a bit of 
rain fell just before 
camp, melting several 

inches of snow, there was still plenty 
of it. �e rain also made some places 
more slippery than usual, which was 
a great bene�t for those going down 
the tubing hill. (It was faster than 
ever!)  

We had 74 campers and 44 sta� 
at our camp in Montello, Wisconsin, 
this year, which ran from Dec. 26 
to Jan. 1. We were blessed with a 
wonderful sta� and a great group 
of campers. Everyone enjoyed a real 
family atmosphere and made many 
new friends.  

Campers enjoyed a new human 
foosball court and another new 
activity, called “Nine Square 
in the Air.” We also added the 
activity “You Be the Judge,” where 
campers were presented with 
several scenarios and had to judge 
them based on God’s statutes 
and judgments. �ere was also a 

new “escape room” activity, where 
campers found various clues and had 
to work through puzzles to �nd the 
key and escape the room.

Campers also enjoyed activities 
like the Amazing Race, broomball, 
capture the �ag, dance class, �ag 
football, gaga ball, snow tubing and 
volleyball. 

Adventurous older campers built 
quinzhees and slept outside in the 
snow.  

�ere were many opportunities 
for spiritual learning as well, with 
morning Compass Checks, dorm 
Bible studies, a life skills class and 
seminars. �e theme this year was 
“Foundations for Life: Build on the 
Rock.”

Again, we thank God for His 
blessings and presence, which always 
makes camp a wonderful place to 
fellowship and learn. OA
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FOI Youth Camp in Kenya
By Rhonda Waddle

F
oundation Outreach International volunteers 
Cecilia Gomez, Ashley Peoples and Travis 
Hees traveled to Kenya to serve at this year’s 
youth camp. �ey arrived in Nairobi on 
Wednesday, Dec. 14, and spent �ursday 
sightseeing in the city and adjusting to the 

time change. On Friday, they traveled to the camp 
location. �e campers and Kenyan sta� arrived Dec. 18. 
Activities began on Monday, and the camp ran through 
the Sabbath of Dec. 24.

�is year the camp was at Maranatha Faith 
Assemblies in Migori, Kenya, which is the same location 
where the Feast of Tabernacles has been held for the last 
two years. Migori is in western Kenya near Lake Victoria 
and close to the Tanzanian border.

�is year 87 campers—40 preteen and 47 teens—
attended camp. In addition, 20 Kenyans supported the 
campers as sta�. In addition to the FOI volunteers, Cody 
and Bobbi Kitts assisted pastor Tim Waddle in operating 
the camp. OA

Cecilia Gomez Travis Hees

Ashley Peoples

Cecilia is a 20-year-old college 
student, working toward a degree 
in physical education. She grew 
up attending the Dallas, Texas, 
congregation with her mother and 
three younger brothers. Growing up 
in the Church, she was very active, 
playing volleyball and basketball. 
As much as she loves to play sports, 
it does not compare to the love she 
has for summer camp. She �rst 
attended camp when she was 13 
years old and has not stopped. She 
always looks forward to going to 
camp every year to make lasting 
friendships and memories. When 
she heard there was an opportunity 
to go to Kenya, she jumped at the 
chance to give back and help create 
great experiences and memories for 
campers. 

From an early age, Travis has been 
interested in exploration. As a 
young boy, he would spend count-
less hours in the wooded land next 
to his house. By the time he gradu-
ated from high school in 2016, he 
had accumulated 48 college credits 
because of participating in a dual-
credit program. He is registered 
to take his last class at Lone Star 
Community College this spring be-
fore �nishing his associate degree. 
One of his many hobbies is photog-
raphy, which he �nds a useful tool 
to connect with people. He strongly 
believes in giving people time, love 
and encouragement. He believes 
God has blessed him immensely 
and that it is his duty to help others 
and make the absolute best of what 
he has been given.

Ashley is currently attending 
Arapahoe Community College 
to obtain her associate of 
arts degree in Spanish. She 
enjoys all types of adventure, 
including rock climbing, 
mountaineering and traveling. 
Ashley attends her local 
congregation in Castle Rock, 
Colorado, and she has recently 
started playing hymns there. 
She is also working as a 
Spanish substitute teacher at an 
elementary school.



February 2017 7

What surprised you?
Cecilia Gomez: I was quite surprised 
to see how different everyday life is 
there. There is no running water. It is 
collected from a river and boiled. There 
is also no electricity in most villages or 
towns. It made me realize how much I 
take for granted. Despite not having the 
amenities that we do, they continue to 
have services and faith as we do.

Ashley Peoples: I was surprised by 
how modern everything was! Even 
though some had no plumbing or A/C, 
everybody carried a cell phone!

How did this trip impact you?
Travis Hees: What impacted me the most 
was the strong bond and camaraderie, 
which was quickly built. It’s part of the 
Kenyan culture to be hospitable to 
strangers. This is something that I believe 
we all experienced constantly while on 
the trip, especially from our brethren. 
Everyone is quick to help others, even if 
it is an inconvenience to them.

AP: I realized that there are things that 
we as Americans stress ourselves out 
about that don’t even enter their [the 
Kenyan brethren’s] minds, so the more 
laid-back attitude they had impacted me 
the most.

What experience will you not forget? 
TH: We saw countless beautiful sights in 
Kenya. And while our many trips through 
foreign villages and markets are highly 
memorable, the aspect of Kenya that 
I will never forget is the people. The 
people that I connected and became 

friends with will remain very dear in my 
heart for as long as I live.

CG: What I will never forget is the look of 
innocence and excitement in the eyes of 
the preteens when they were learning a 
new activity, such as playing tag or “duck, 
duck, goose.” Simple games that kids in 
the U.S. would easily find boring were 
treated as a luxury. During the dance on 
Saturday night, the campers and staff 
were ecstatic to learn how to dance to 
the “Macarena.” There were a few kids 
who could be a little reluctant to dance, 
but as soon as I would grab their hands 
and dance with them, their smiles could 
not be contained.

Did any of the campers ask you a 
funny or insightful question? 
AP: One of the campers asked me how 
many siblings I had; and when I told him 
I was an only child, he was incredulous 
that my parents did not have at least four 
kids!

CG: I received a couple a questions from 
the campers, and it was encouraging 
to know that they were eager to find 
out as much as they could, not only 
about the world but also about God. 
Campers asked questions like, “Do you 
know the richest man in the world?” One 
of the 10-year-old campers, Nathaniel, 
asked what God would look like. He 
asked, “Since I am darker and you are 
lighter than me, what does God look 
like because we are made in His image?” 
I found it to be such an intriguing 
question because I never thought about 
it myself.

TH: Throughout camp, I was asked many 
bizarre and unexpected questions from 
the campers and staff alike, but one of 
the most memorable things said to me 
was on the last day of camp. I was sitting 
outside of the dining hall with one of 
the older teen boys, Kennedy, when 
we noticed two military trucks under a 
tree not far away. He then looked at me 
and said, “I do not want to be a soldier. 
You have to be corrupt to be a soldier 
in Kenya.” This so vividly summed up 
much of what I had learned while in the 
country, both of the government and of 
the people.

Would you recommend others 
volunteer?
AP: Absolutely. It is an opportunity not 
only to connect with our brothers and 
sisters in a different country, but also an 
opportunity to get out of your comfort 
zone and learn about yourself.

CG: Volunteering for this project was 
certainly an eye-opening experience. It 
made me realize that we have brethren 
all around the world who are just as 
curious and motivated to learn about 
God’s Word as we are here in the States. 
I would definitely recommend someone 
volunteer for an FOI project because it 
has helped me appreciate what I have as 
well as help me grow spiritually.

TH: I highly recommend others volunteer, 
but it is not a trip that would be suitable 
for everyone. I find it hard to believe that 
anyone could come back from such a trip 
without having grown tremendously in 
one way or another.
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Media Update
By Clyde Kilough

Graphics by Manuel Iturra

�e year 2016 was an encouraging one for 
growth in the Church’s media e�orts for preach-
ing the gospel through the English, Spanish and 
French Life, Hope & Truth websites. Here is a 
visual look at some of the key statistics. OA

Blog Subscribers
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families 
glorifying
GOD

March 17-19, 2017
Twin Cities, 
Minnesota 

It’s almost time for the annual 
Families Glorifying God Weekend!

We are pleased to invite our 
Church family, young and old 

alike, to the annual Families 
Glorifying God Weekend, March 

17-19, 2017, in the Twin Cities, 
Minnesota. Join us for Sabbath 

services, seminars, food, fun and 
fellowship! 

The deadline for registration is 
March 7. We look forward to wel-

coming you in the Twin Cities!

Details and registration 
information will be posted 

on our website: 

www.FamiliesGlorifyingGod.org

www.FamiliesGlorifyingGod.org
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recently read a story by a writer named 
Bettie Youngs, who grew up on a farm 
in Iowa. In the story, she described the 
di�culties of caring for livestock in 
the bitterest parts of winter. Farm-
ing for her, and throughout the ages 

for many, was a family enterprise. While 
everyone had a task or a part to play, it was 
a truism that everyone worked together to 
make sure all chores were taken care of. 
�e family worked as a unit to accomplish 
all of the tasks.

What struck me most were her com-
ments about her father. He sounds like 
a man I’d enjoy meeting and getting to 
know. He and her mother had been mar-
ried more than 50 years and were the type 
of people who formed the backbone of 
their small community.

One father’s example
She described her father’s tireless work 

ethic and strength. He always worked 
to make sure the animals, machinery 
and crops were cared for and thriving, 
no matter the time or how little sleep 
he’d had. She described his personal 
ethics and character. Even though their 
farm abounded with wildlife (like deer, 
pheasant and quail) that sometimes did 
damage to crops, he would never hunt 
out of season.

She also described his love and devo-
tion to his family. She was one of six 
children, and it seems every one of them 
secretly believed he or she was his favor-

ite child! �at is truly high praise for a 
father! I only wish more children would 
be able to say that.

But perhaps the most touching part 
of her story was when she described how 
much she knew about her father. From all 
the time they spent working together, she 
got to know him. Her father spent a great 
deal of time with her and her siblings.

She went on to say how sad it is that 
the focus of many counseling groups or 
individual counseling sessions involves 
trying to deal with living life in the 
absence of a father. Some know who their 
father is, but have spent little positive 
time with him. Others grow up not even 
knowing their father. Both are very sad 
commentaries on how far our culture 
and society have declined.

�e author’s point is clear: �ere is no 
substitute for time spent together.

 
The importance of time

Many, like me, are past the point of 
raising young children. We are now watch-
ing our grown children make their own 
ways in life. We may wish we’d known 
and focused more on some of these things 
when our children were little, but we can’t 
turn back the clock.

We can, however, work to make chang-
es even now, as we have opportunity. �ere 
are still occasions to spend time with our 
children and grandchildren. �ere are still 
chances to let them get to know us and, 
hopefully, have a positive in�uence on 

their lives through our examples.
And there is another side to this story 

too—one the author didn’t comment on 
or perhaps didn’t understand herself: Not 
only does the father (or mother) have to 
spend the time and e�ort to teach the 
child, but the child must be open to and 
willing to watch, listen and learn from the 
parent. 

Our Heavenly Father
Every year we celebrate Father’s Day, 

but these lessons are important at all 
times. �e greatest lesson is that we all 
have a perfect Father in the third heaven. 
His strength of character, His tireless ef-
forts, His personal character and His love 
for His family are beyond our compre-
hension. He is never too busy to listen to 
our prayers or to talk to us through Bible 
study. De�ciencies in our relationship are 
always due to us, not Him.

Our Creator loves us more than any 
human father could (Psalm 17:8; 91:4; 
Hebrews 13:5). �ere is no need for us 
ever to feel that we don’t really know our 
Father—because everything He is and 
everything He stands for is clearly laid 
out for us in His Word. And through the 
power of His Holy Spirit, He will help us 
see and emulate His righteous character.

�e only question is whether we’ll 
make the e�ort to spend the time growing 
closer to Him.

For more insight into fatherhood, read 
“A Father’s In�uence.” OA

I

WRITER’S BLOCK

By Tom Clark

A Father 
Spends Time

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/blog/a-fathers-influence/
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We appreciate your desire to have your 
children choose to live God’s way of life. 
Every Christian parent desires the same 
thing! You might be thinking of Proverbs 
22:6: “Train up a child in the way he should 
go, and when he is old he will not depart 
from it.”

Or you might have these verses in mind: 
“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, 
for this is right. ‘Honor your father and 
mother,’ which is the �rst commandment 
with promise: ‘that it may be well with you 
and you may live long on the earth.’ And 
you, fathers, do not provoke your children 
to wrath, but bring them up in the training 
and admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 
6:1-4). You probably recognize that Paul is 
quoting from the Fi�h Commandment. 

Notice that neither reference tells fathers 
that they must keep their children close to 
God throughout life. You won’t �nd any 
scripture that does. To the contrary, God’s 
Word shows that it would be wrong for 
a parent to try to do that. Attempting to 
pressure grown or nearly grown children 
against their will would very likely cause 
them to be hostile to God. You don’t want 
that to happen!

Consider how our Heavenly Father 
works with us, His children. He fervently 
desires everyone to choose to live His way 
of life. Note the pivotal factor, choose. 
Certainly, our Father could force all people 
to obey His commandment—but He wants 
obedience that comes from the heart, 
motivated by love. God grants every person 
the freedom to choose whether to follow 
His way of life. �at pattern shows human 
parents how to train their children. 

God has built freedom of choice into 

the design of humanity. For the �rst few 
months and years, children need to be 
controlled completely by their parents. 
But, as children mature physically, they are 
also maturing mentally. For that reason, 
while still controlling their child’s behav-
ior, parents need to add instruction about 
“the why” behind their expectations for 
their children’s conduct. When children 
approach their teenage years, they begin 
to take a very active part in their decision 
making. It’s o�en not “teenage rebellion” 
but merely part of growing up.

Godly parents continue to set house-
hold rules for their preteens and teens. But 
in those years, parents should spend time 
talking with their children about making 
wise decisions, not just telling them what 
they should do. Parents should be prepared 
for the fact that the process of learning 
includes making a few mistakes. A wise 
parent lovingly guides children through 
that growing up process. �e parent whose 
only goal is to control his children’s behav-
ior won’t succeed. And such a parent will 
not have prepared his children for the time 
when they leave home. 

We have numerous resources to help 
parents achieve what they want—and what 
God expects of them. “Train Up a Child: 
What Does Proverbs 22:6 Mean?” is an in-
depth analysis of the verse and its applica-
tion. Scroll down for links to 19 additional 
articles on childrearing, covering di�erent 
aspects of the subject.

�e greatest resource we provide is 
Encourage, Equip & Inspire. �e link opens 
a website dedicated entirely to assisting par-
ents in bringing up their children in God’s 
way of life. OA

personal contact

Where do I �nd the scripture 
that directs fathers to forever 
keep their children close to 
the Lord? It is the father’s 
responsibility to make sure 
that all his children are 
Christians.

Q a
with CECIL MARANVILLE

Through this column, we 
want to provide you with 
a window on the work of 
the Personal Correspondence 
Department. Because we 
interact mostly with people 
new to God’s truth, some 
topics might not seem 
directly applicable to you. 
But think how you would 
answer the question if 
someone asked it of you! 
And many answers will 
contain spiritual principles 
that you can apply in your 
life, even if the question 
isn’t one you would ask.

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/parenting/train-up-a-child/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/parenting/train-up-a-child/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/learning-center/youth-development/
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church          Potluck
What’s cooking in your congregation?

On the evening of Dec. 10, 2016, the Spokesman 
Club in Mexico City �nished the year with a ladies’ 
night where 31 members and special guests enjoyed 
an exceptional treat.

�e tables were adorned with �ower arrangements 
and blue tablecloths that added a special touch of 
elegance to the event hall.

José Iván Escobedo began the �rst part of the 
session with table topics that invited participation. 
His questions included “What has been the most 
extreme activity that you have done?” “What do 
you think about the social media phenomenon 
‘Rubi’s Quinceañera’?” “What do you think about 
Donald Trump’s threat to Americans to not invest in 
Mexico?” “Who is the only mediator between God 
and man?”

A�erwards, Alan Arteaga conducted the speech 
and evaluation session in a fun and interesting way as 
the toastmaster. �e speakers showed how much they 
have improved since starting the program.

Ernesto Arteaga presented his lesson 5 graduate 
speech, titled “Express Your Feelings.” He was 
evaluated by Jorge Iván Garduño. Alfred Zainos gave 
 his lesson 10 speech “Our Journey” and was 

evaluated by Andrés Cisneros. Isaac Granados 
delivered his lesson 3 speech “�e Love of 
Grandparents,” which was evaluated by Iván 
Cisneros. Lastly, David López presented his lesson 9 
speech titled “How to Learn.” He was evaluated by 
Daniel Granados.

�e general evaluation was done by our regional 
pastor in Mexico, Lauro Roybal, who presented this 
year’s trophies. “Most Helpful Evaluation” went to 
Daniel Granados. “Most Improved Speaker” went 
to David López, and “Most E�ective Discourse” 
went to Isaac Granados. In addition to the trophies, 
a diploma was awarded to Andrés Cisneros for 
�nishing the regular Spokesman Club course. He will 
now continue on to the Graduate Spokesman Club 
course.

A�er the awards session, we enjoyed an exquisite, 
four-course dinner, which culminated in the 
presentation of some gi�s for the ladies. 

It was a constructive Ladies’ Nights—one of 
personal growth for each one of the members, all 
of whom continue in perseverance, fellowship and 
Christian love.

Jorge Iván Garduño

The Mexico City Spokesman Club Ends 2016 With Ladies’ Night
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On Dec. 8, 2016, 13-year-
old Adeline Zoellner was 
inducted into the National 
Junior Honor Society. �e 
criteria for membership 
include scholarship, service, leadership, character and 
citizenship. Adeline is an eighth-grade student at Bay Point 
Middle School Magnet Program for Science and Technology 
in St. Petersburg, Florida. She is on the track team and 
serves as an o�ce assistant. She attends the St. Petersburg 
congregation with her mother, Jennifer Kosharek, and her 
siblings.

Charles Haughee

Adeline 
Zoellner Is 
Inducted in 

National Junior 
Honor Society

Houston South Chili Cook-Off 
and Farewell to Nadia Soto

�e Houston South congregation enjoyed its 
annual chili cook-o� on the Sabbath of Jan. 14. As 
expected, the hall was packed with chili contestants 
and members who have anticipated this event for an 
entire year. 

We also took this opportunity to say farewell to 
Nadia Soto, who is taking the next step in her career. 
Having completed her basic classes near home, she 
sets out for Texas State University to complete her 
pre-veterinary medicine classes over the next two 
years. 

Nadia has been our congregation’s pianist for 
the last several years and will be sorely missed. Her 
bright smile, positive attitude and continual service 
have been much appreciated every week. We wish her 
the best in the pursuit of her degree.

A�er services, three judges enjoyed tasting the 
nine delicious entries in this year’s chili cook-o�. 
�ey were able to narrow the �nalists down to three: 
Kathy Seiver, �rst place; Diane and Bryan Houston, 
second; and David Pierce, third. It was a tough job, 
but someone had to do it. 

�e congregation congratulated the winners 
by giving them gold medals and devoured the 
contestants’ chili, along with many great �xings, 
sides, beverages and desserts. No one le� hungry, and 
many wished they had room for thirds. 

Susan Scott Smith

�e Houston South congregation enjoyed an 
extra special Sabbath on Nov. 5, 2016. We used a 
split-sermon format, but the �rst time slot was given 
to Feast reports. All reporters brought upli�ing 
reports about several Feast sites—New Braunfels, 
Texas; Pigeon Forge, Tennessee; Steamboat Springs, 
Colorado; Victoria, British Columbia; Orange Beach, 
Alabama; Taupo, New Zealand; and St. Helier, Jersey. 
It is not strange that our members are already making 
plans for next year. 

Next we enjoyed the Blessing of Little Children, 
with Crystal and Rob Williams’ daughter Katie being 
blessed. Our congregation is slowly but surely adding 
youngsters. 

Following services, we all enjoyed a wonderful 
potluck, where we shared our Feast experiences with 
each other over some delicious food.

Susan Scott Smith

Feast Reports, Potluck and 
Blessing of the Children
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Khyren Joseph Carreiro 

Dan and Rebecca Carreiro of the 
West Palm Beach, Florida, congre-
gation are happy to announce the 
birth of their third child. Khyren 
Joseph Carreiro was born July 25, 
2016, weighing 7 pounds 11 ounces 
and measuring 20½ inches. Big sister 
Reese and big brother Greyson are 
thrilled with the new addition. Proud 
grandparents are Tony and Edie Car-
reiro and Tom and Jerry Johnsey.

We encourage members to send announcements to be featured in One Accord. We feature events in 
members’ lives, including baptisms, births, engagements, weddings, signi�cant anniversaries (25, 40, 

50, 60, etc.), and obituaries. Typically they run between 50 and 100 words; however, we ask that all 
submissions stay under 250 words. Please submit a high-resolution color photo along with the written 

copy to your congregation’s reporter.

announcements

BIRTHS

ENGAGEMENTS

Andrew Maczek and 
Rochelle Keenan

It is with pleasure that David and 
Jodie Maczek announce the engage-
ment of their son, Andrew Maczek, 
to Rochelle Keenan on July 19, 2016. 
No wedding date has been set yet. 

Amy Maczek and Stuart Wiltshire 

The Maczeks are also happy to an-
nounce the engagement of their daugh-
ter Amy to Stuart Wiltshire on Oct. 17. 
They will be married on Nov. 19, 2017.

ANNIVERSARIES

Phyllis and Bruce Gore

Bruce and Phyllis Gore, who serve 
the Atlanta, Jefferson and Macon, 
Georgia, congregations, as well as the 
Tallahassee, Florida, congregation, 
celebrated their 50th anniversary on 
Sept. 25, 2016. They were honored 
with a surprise visit from family, cards 
from brethren around the world and 
a video of greetings from those who 
shared past and present memories. 
The Atlanta and Jefferson congrega-
tions celebrated their anniversary with 
snacks, cakes, punch and f lowers on 
the Sabbath of Oct. 1. The Gores are 
an inspiration and example of lifelong 
commitment, the importance of family 
and putting God first in marriage.  

Chant’a Collier

Forty years ago, on Dec. 29, 1976—
the coldest day of the year in Sheboy-
gan, Wisconsin—Tom and Bridget  
Kisolek began their married life to-
gether. While it was 18 degrees below 
zero outside, the bride and groom 
exchanged their wedding vows. Mr. 
and Mrs. Kisolek laughingly recall that 
because of a wedding dress mishap, 
Bridget wore a pale peach dress, which 
happened to complement Tom’s bor-
rowed brown leisure suit quite well. 
While dating, Mr. and Mrs. Kisolek 
enjoyed riding motorcycles together. 
In 1986, they were called into God’s 
Church and baptized on the Sabbath, 
one day before Passover in 1987.

They agree that having a family has 
been a highlight of their marriage. 
Now they take pleasure in their six 
grandkids and five great-grandchil-
dren.

The Eau Claire, Wisconsin, congre-
gation surprised the couple with a 40th 
wedding anniversary celebration after 
Sabbath services on Dec. 31, 2016.

Liz Boyle

Tom and Bridget Kisolek

OBITUARIES

Imogene Taylor Bingamon
Imogene Taylor Bingamon, 85, of 

Fort Smith, Arkansas, died on Dec. 4, 
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2016. She was born in Paris, Arkan-
sas, to the late Houston A. and Mary 
(Nelms) Taylor on Sept. 23, 1931. She 
was a member of the Van Buren, Ar-
kansas, congregation.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents and her husband, William 
Harlin Bingamon, to whom she was 
married for almost 46 years. Growing 
up, they had been close neighbors, and 
when William returned home from 
World War II, their romance sparked. 
They were married on May 16, 1947. 

Her friends and relatives said their 
love for each other was deep and ap-
parent. They never heard a cross word 
spoken, but if she got a little irritated, 
she would tell William, “Don’t you 
have something you need to do in your 
office for a while?” Even that was said 
with a smile. In fact, her smile was one 
of the things she was always known for.

William and Imogene were never 
able to have children, but that never af-
fected their love for children, especially 
nieces and nephews. She was known as 
the “fun aunt,” and children always felt 
welcomed and loved by them.

Neither William nor Imogene knew 
how to drive until after they came into 
the Church of God. William promised 
that if she learned to drive, he would 
buy her a brand-new car. When she 
did, he purchased a brand-new blue 
Chevy for her. Driving opened up a 
whole new world to them! Once Imo-
gene had her car, she was able to take 
care of some widows with their errands 
and was willing to help anyone in need.

They both loved God, and the Sab-
bath was always a delight for them. 

Imogene was a founding member 
of God’s Church in the Fort Smith, 
Arkansas, area. She enjoyed having 
family and friends visit, meeting with 
Church ladies for lunch, traveling, 
animals, jewelry and bright colors—es-
pecially red.

During her last two years, spent in 
a nursing home, she did not always re-
member who her visitors were; but she 
was always happy to see them and had 
a ready smile for them. Imogene re-
mained faithful to her calling and her 
faith in God to her death, as did her 
husband before her. We look forward 
to seeing her again at the return of our 
Lord and Master, Jesus Christ—and 
no doubt, seeing that wonderful smile 
once again!

Survivors include many nieces and 
nephews.

Aurora Gossett

Eunica Harbin
Eunica Monica Harbin, affection-

ately called Eunice, died on Nov. 6, 
2016, after a brief illness at her nursing 
home. She was 91.

Mrs. Harbin was the eldest member 
and an active and beloved part of the 
St. George’s, Grenada, congregation 
in the Caribbean. She was a founding 
member of the current congregation 
there. For some time she was the only 
member. In an effort to spread the 
gospel, she took magazines and other 
literature to various establishments 
throughout Grenada. Her work result-
ed in a few others coming on board. 
She remained committed, strong and 
very steadfast in the faith until her 
death. 

Mrs. Harbin is survived by her sons, 
Colin and Karl; her daughter, Wendy 
Rapier; her sister; and grandchildren. 
She was predeceased by a daughter. 

Her children, sister, relatives, many 
friends and several brethren were all 
inspired by her love for God and God’s 
people. Her neighbors also attested to 
her loyalty, faithfulness, generosity and 
genuine friendship.

A thanksgiving service was held 
at St. George’s Bible Holiness Church 
on Nov. 24, 2016. Osmonde Douglas 
officiated at the funeral service. The 
interment was at The Wilberforce 
Cemetery, St. George’s, where a famous 
prime minister of Grenada, Sir Eric 
Matthew Gairy, was also interred.

Mrs. Harbin, having finished her 
race, now awaits the resurrection!

Arnold Hampton

Majorie Ashby

Majorie Ashby, 87, a long-standing 
member of the Church of God in 

Barbados, died on Nov. 23, 2016. The 
funeral service was conducted by 
regional pastor, Arnold Hampton. 
Mrs. Ashby left a legacy of following 
the truth. She first learned about the 
Sabbath when she was 9 years old, and 
eventually, as a teenager, she stopped 
attending church on Sundays. 

When she was 21, she became a 
baptized member of the Church of 
God (Seventh Day), where she met 
and married Joseph Ashby, who was 
an ordained elder. Mrs. Ashby and 
her family then followed the truth 
to the Worldwide Church of God, 
where they learned that the holy days 
should be kept. Again, during the 
apostasy of the WCG, she followed 
the truth to the United Church of 
God and subsequently the Church of 
God a Worldwide Association. She is 
survived by her husband of 62 years, 
Joseph Ashby, as well as seven children, 
13 grandchildren and 10 great-
grandchildren. 

Tyrone Yarde

Ronnie Leitzsey

Ronnie Jackson Leitzsey, 62, of Po-
maria, South Carolina, died on Mon-
day, Jan. 2, 2017, at his home.

Ronnie is survived by his wife, 
Renee Brannon Leitzsey, and his son, 
Justin Leitzsey, both members of the 
Columbia, South Carolina, congrega-
tion.

Services were held Friday, Jan. 6, in 
Newberry, South Carolina, with Tom 
Schultz, pastor of the Columbia con-
gregation, officiating.

Ronnie attended many of the church 
functions and will be greatly missed by 
everyone.

Nancy Lochner



Pittsburgh Teen Prom

 “A Starry Evening” 
April 29-30, 2017

�e cost of $33 per person includes the prom  
and the a�er-prom brunch.

�e senior recognition ceremony, the dinner and 
the dance will take place at the

Ramada Inn in Washington, Pennsylvania,
located south of Pittsburgh on I-70.

�e room rate is $76.29 (includes tax) 
and is available until April 14.

Call 724-225-9750 and mention COGWA.

Sabbath services will be at 2 p.m. at 
South Strabane Volunteer Fire Hall  

172 Oak Spring Road 
Washington, PA 15301

Please visit www.pitt-prom.com for registration 
information, directions and details, an opportunity 
to be part of a teen choir and much more about the 

prom weekend.

www.pitt-prom.com



