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FFormer U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
was extremely exasperated during the long congres-
sional hearings about the four American deaths 
in Benghazi, Libya, on Sept 11, 2012. One was U.S. 
ambassador to Libya Chris Stevens. The other three 
stayed behind to protect the ambassador. Their ef-
fort was heroic, but it cost them their lives. The most 
infamous words that came out of the congressional 
hearings were toward the end when Mrs. Clinton 
put her hands in the air and said, “What difference 
does it make?” In fairness to Mrs. Clinton, her point 
was that no matter why or how they died, they were 
still dead. But her words came across as extremely 
insensitive. Obviously these deaths made a huge dif-
ference to their families, to the military community 
and to our nation as a whole. 

Sometimes we miss the obvious; words have 
meaning, and there are things that do matter and do 
make a difference. Obedience to God is one of those 
things. We live in a society that has little regard for 
God’s law. For many people it really doesn’t mat-
ter whether one keeps Saturday or Sunday, Easter 
or Passover, the Feast of Tabernacles or Christmas. 
But as Christians, we take God’s Word seriously and 
believe that He means what He says. We are even 
warned not to become lukewarm (Revelation 3:15-
16), which implies a cavalier approach toward God’s 
Word.

Doing what God says instead of taking His 
commands for granted is very important for every 
Christian, and it does make a difference. Consider 
the Feast of Tabernacles as an example. What differ-
ence does it make whether you keep the Feast? Let’s 
say you stay home this year and miss the one sermon 
that could change your life or a new relationship 
that would impact your future or a special time with 
your family and friends. You see, if you don’t attend, 
you will never know what you missed. Obeying God 
is a big deal. Keeping the Feast is a big deal, and it 
does make a difference in God’s sight.
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personal from the president

In Leviticus 23:2 the festivals are referred to as 
“holy convocations.” In Hebrew the word for holy 
is qodesh and means sanctified or set apart. The 
challenge for those who don’t want to observe these 
days is to find a scripture that declares them no 
longer holy—but even that doesn’t matter for those 
people who don’t care what the Bible says. But in 
the Church of God we keep all seven of the festivals 
each year with confidence, knowing that God is the 
owner and preserver of these days. We know that if 
a day is holy, it is God’s presence that makes it holy; 
therefore, we believe we are coming before God on 
these days.

I can tell you from personal experience how im-
portant it is to attend the Feast of Tabernacles, if at 
all possible. In my early years growing up in Arkan-
sas, when my father was not in the Church, we could 
not travel to Texas for the Feast. Our only choice 
was to keep it at home. I remember how exciting it 
was when we were able to attend our very first Feast 
of Tabernacles in 1963. It lived up to everything I 
had anticipated. And I haven’t missed one since! 

For Christians, the Feast of Tabernacles is a 
commanded assembly and an important part of our 
annual worship. You may ask, as Hillary Clinton 
did, “What difference does it make?” If you accept 
the Bible for what it says, obeying God makes all the 
difference in the world!

What Difference Does It Make?

Jim Franks
President
Church of God, a Worldwide Association
@jimbfranks
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was asked to write a summary of 
Camp Arrowhead 2016, and after 
some meditation on it and careful 
recall of this year’s camp experience, 
I have some very serious concerns 
about this task.

You see, I am not sure how to sum-
marize this COGWA preteen camp, which 
took place Sunday, Aug. 7, to Wednesday, 
Aug. 10. 

How do I summarize, for example, 
the energy and excitement of 68 preteen 
campers combined with 52 staff—all of 
whom were surrounded by or filled with 
God’s Spirit. How do I summarize the 
smiles, the laughter, the positivity, the 
reunions and hugs, and the anticipation of 
three fun-filled days as everyone arrived 
Sunday afternoon? 

In what way could I summarize all 
of the sports activities? Throughout the 
three days, the campers enjoyed archery, 
dodgeball, field games, gaga ball (a camp 
favorite), swimming and soccer. Each 
activity was geared to ensure the campers 
had fun while learning good sportsman-
ship and a sense of personal accomplish-
ment. 

It is impossible to summarize the 
beautiful creations that came out of arts 
and crafts, which this year featured  
picture frames, tie-dye shirts and pet 
rocks, or the fun and delicious peanut 
butter “snails” and pocket pizzas the 

campers learned to make in cooking class. 
What summary could capture the fun 

of the Amazing Race, which combined 
teamwork, clues and puzzles with goofy 
challenges to complete while running 
from site to site?

No summary could do justice to the 
hilarity that we experienced Monday  
evening, participating in Novelty Olym-
pics, while campers and staff together 
competed in outrageous challenges, such as 
attempting to stack plastic-cup pyramids 
in the wind and racing while using news-
papers as “boats” and wearing oven mitts, 
all while blaring fun and upbeat music. 

Both Monday and Tuesday evenings 
the oldest boys’ and girls’ dorms, which 
include 10- to 12-year-olds, climbed on a 
bouldering wall and rocketed down the 
zip line. A summary cannot capture the 
nervousness of the first-timers as they 
geared up and climbed the 30-foot tower 
or the thrill the campers experienced 
as they zipped through the forest, some 
flinging themselves backwards or upside-
down! They all wanted to go again! 

How could I possibly summarize the 
three Christian Living classes? Mr.  
Myers told a very compelling story about 
two Indian boys, Running Water and 
Angry Wolf. Running Water listened to 
the instructions of the chief as he went 
out alone into the woods to gather food 
for himself and the tribe and set up his 
tepee on a strong rock so that when the 
heavy rain and the flash flood came, he 
was secure. Mr. Myers contrasted that to 
Angry Wolf, who did not listen and set up 
his tepee on the sand by the river. His tepee 
was washed away, and Angry Wolf nearly 
drowned. What a memorable lesson! Gary 
Summers used beautiful color posters and 

even a live demonstration of toy houses, 
one on solid rocks and one on shifting 
sand, to illustrate very clearly the difference 
between two responses to the teachings of 
Jesus Christ: the wise who do them and are 
secure and the foolish who do not and are 
destroyed. Also, Chris Moen taught—and 
illustrated, in his very talented way—the 
5 Ps of prayer, which is such an important 
and foundational activity of Christians. 

No summary could capture the way the 
tabernacle was filled with joyful sounds as 
the entire camp enjoyed a silly songs sing-
along Tuesday evening. 

We also experienced a miracle Tuesday 
night, and how could I summarize that? 
There were strong thunderstorms bearing 
down on the camp, but many of us were 
praying about the weather. We saw on 
the radar that the storm split as it headed 
toward us, the strongest sections of it going 
to our north and our south, so that all we 
experienced was a little thunder and light-
ning and a bit of rain, which cooled the air 
for a nice night of sleep.

How could I express in a summary 
the way the campers still had high energy 
and excitement, even as the camp drew to 
a close Wednesday evening? Each dorm 
had the opportunity to get on stage for the 
farewell presentation in front of the whole 
camp, as well as parents and grandpar-
ents, to introduce their dorm name and 
to perform a skit, each one creative and 
entertaining. The happy buzz continued 
afterward, as the campers said good-bye to 
one another and were reunited with their 
families, and slowly dispersed to go home, 
already anticipating coming back next year.

So you see, the task of summarizing 
Camp Arrowhead 2016 is just not possible. 
Regretfully, I cannot complete it. OA

Camp 
Arrowhead

By Rachelle Metzger

I
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     nce again, the North Georgia 
mountains provided a beautiful 
venue for 52 campers and 56 
staff, representing 12 states, who 
came together for the sixth year 
of Camp Chattahoochee under 

our new theme “Foundations for Life: Build 
on the Rock.”  

From June 19 to 22 the preteens enjoyed 
our regular activities, such as arts and 
crafts (reflecting our camp theme through 
individually made plaques), swimming and 
diving in an Olympic-size pool, and gaga ball 
(with an updated and improved arena).

Three of our regular activities incor- 
porated some fun changes this year. Our  
canoeing staff included races and “water 
blasters” in the beautiful, stream-fed lake. 
No one left the lake without getting wet or 
“blasted” before their activity ended.  

One of our staff members, Ken Zenauskas, 
designed a brand-new slip and slide that 
focused on speed rather than distance. This 
year the campers and staff raced in two 
marked lanes, complete with safety bumpers, 
vying to speed under the finish line banner 
first. Once again, a highlight was the slip and 
slide championships, which included the 
entire camp on the last day. 

Due to the differences in ages (6 through 
12), Mr. Zenauskas divided the campers into 
divisions, which included both boys and girls. 
Congratulations to Miss Pressley Wall, Miss 
Quinn Greer and Miss Landry Hardy, who 
were all victorious within their respective 
divisions. As the boys are included with the 
divisions, it appears that they have their work 
cut out for them for next year’s champion-
ships.

The riflery program was continued, giv-
ing the opportunity to teach gun safety and 
respect to our children under a very quali-
fied and certified staff. This year we incor-
porated the use of BB guns, which were a bit 
less daunting than the 22-gauge rifles that 
were borrowed from our teen camp last year. 
More targets were available this year, and the 
campers were able to fire off quite a few more 
rounds than the previous year.

Our team building staff incorporated the 

camp theme by challenging each camper 
dorm to work together in building a struc-
ture out of Popsicle sticks, which led to an 
interesting variety of buildings.

For the second year, Camp Chattahoochee 
had the oversight of the meal program. Our 
wonderful kitchen staff worked from dawn 
to dusk to provide delicious and nutritious 
meals to sustain everyone through four days 
of activities. Many times the kitchen staff 
members are those behind-the-scenes work-
ers who are not always given the credit due 
for their important contribution of hours 
and effort. Though we have acknowledged 
them in our closing program at camp, a 
huge thank-you is due to those who have 
served on the kitchen staff! 

The Christian Living classes were led by 
three generations of ministers: Bill Swanson 
and his wife, Judy, who were able to give 
their history, insights and over 50 years of 
church experience; Eric Evans, who was 
camp director, and his wife, Jeannie; and one 
of the Church’s new hires, Daniel Harper, 
who supervised the team building staff. The 
campers and staff certainly received a wide 
variety of morning presentations for the Bible 
classes this year.

One noticeable difference this year was 
the camp starting date—mid-June, as op-
posed to our usual starting date in mid-July. 
Our temperatures were much cooler, and we 
did not experience the afternoon thunder-
storms that usually affect the area in July.

An evening presentation for the parents 
concluded the camp program, with most 
of the dorms and staff contributing songs 
and skits. But a special concluding highlight 
this year was our presentation of a Camp 
Chattahoochee video produced by our staff 
members, Jennifer Howe and Jessica Schultz.

On behalf of the staff and campers of 
Camp Chattahoochee, thank you for your 
prayers for the success of our program. The 
weather was excellent, and our campers were 
protected in a safe environment. Though we 
endured a few minor health issues, they were 
supervised and treated by very competent 
and credentialed individuals.

As a special update for those who have 
been praying that God would bless our camp 
locations—Camp Chattahoochee has been 
for sale for the past three years. The previ-
ous owners, the YWCO camp in Athens, 
Georgia, allowed us to use the camp during 
the selling process as a result of our COGWA 
staff and campers’ respect and care of the 
camp. The camp has now been sold, and we 

have been invited to return by the private in-
dividual who has purchased the facility. Here 
is an excerpt of the new owner’s e-mail:

“My wife … and I are the new owners 
of the camp that your group rented this 
summer. Hope you had a great time! [The 
YWCO owner] mentioned that you might 
be interested in using the camp next year. 
We are hoping to continue to rent the camp 
out for a few weeks during the summer to 
help pay for maintaining the property. We’re 
working through a few final issues regarding 
insurance, but it’s looking very good for us 
to continue making the venue available to a 
few groups next year. If you are interested, 
please let me know. Your group, as well as the 
couple other groups that used the camp this 
year, would be our preferred choice because 
we know that you will take excellent care of 
the property and facilities.” 

Though we do not yet have a signed 
contract, your prayers for our continuing 
relationship with the new owners of Camp 
Chattahoochee (and the owners of all of our 
camps) are deeply appreciated.

Above all, our thanks to God the Father 
and Jesus Christ for blessing our camp pro-
gram with such positive outcomes! OA

O

Camp 
Chattahoochee

By Eric Evans
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     magine, if you will, driving down a 
long, tree-covered lane. You see horses 
running off to your left. The landscape 
to the right drops off into what you 
guess must be a little stream running 
merrily through the valley. Suddenly, 

the trees open up into a spectacular glade. 
The land is level for a time, but then a 
gentle hill drops off to a beautiful little lake. 
You know you have found what you were 
looking for—especially when you see the 
beautiful, smiling faces of people wearing 
CYC shirts!

Camp Cherokee found a home in that 
glade June 5-8 this year! Campers could be 
found down the hill at canoeing or fishing 
or up the hill, playing gaga ball or water 
dodgeball. One of the picturesque knolls 
provided a backdrop for archery, while the 
whole glade lent itself to our nature hike. 
The pool (complete with diving board) was 
a welcome relief in the heat and also served 
as a location for a special event—the bap-
tism of staff member Karla Everman! 

Campers and staff alike were very ex-
cited about the blessing of air-conditioning 
in all of the buildings. Arts and crafts and 
outreach became even more popular than 
they already were because they were indoor 
classes. And believe it or not, the awesome 
kitchen ladies made even better food with 
an air-conditioned kitchen and dining 
room!

The addition of an apprentice program 
for our youngest staff members was met 
with enthusiasm. These staffers received 
extra instruction in being effective staff 
members and even got some first aid 
training from one of our nurses, Rachel 
Averett. They sampled a wide variety of 
activities in their role as staff and also got 
to play a little in some of the activities 
along the way.

Evening activities are always a hoot; 
but this year, a naturalist from a nearby 
nature preserve brought actual owl pellets 
for the campers to dissect. The camp-
ers were very fascinated by the things 
they were able to find and identify in the 
pellets. Novelty Olympics started with a 
pantyhose tug-of-war between our direc-
tor and assistant director. Laughter could 
be heard all the way up the tree-covered 
lane. Skits performed in the final evening 
fun show highlighted each dorm. The 
dorms showed how everyone, including 
the three little pigs, needed to build a 
strong foundation—one that could stand 
even the strongest tornado (demonstrated 
deftly by Jason Brunick).

On our final morning, camp ended 
with a final Christian Living class by Tom 
Clark, who encouraged campers and staff 
to build a strong foundation in their lives. 
Then each camper received a certificate, 
and each staff member received a special 
thank-you gift.

After we said good-byes, we made our 
journey back up the lane. The glade stood 
empty and alone. But never fear, come 
next year—June 25 to 29, 2017—the glade 
will once again resound with the laughter 
of staff and campers rejoicing in God’s 
way. OA

Camp Cherokee
By Mary Clark

I

     amp Lone Star in Texas got 
the 2016 camp season off to a 
great start June 26-30! We were 
larger than ever before, with 
94 wonderful and enthusiastic 
campers and 84 hard-working 
staff. We were again able to 

provide homemade meals, as this facility al-
lows us full control of the kitchen. We also 
had the opportunity to run live Facebook 
feeds that we are sure many of you saw. It’s 
quite exciting, and a bit unnerving, to be 
spontaneously interviewed when you know 
you’re speaking to a live audience all over 
the country, but it was a great addition to 
our camp this year that we hope will con-
tinue in the future.  

We couldn’t have asked for better 
weather, as we had a jam-packed schedule 
with classes all day and activities each 
evening. Each morning started off after 
breakfast with a quick Compass Check, 
which is pretty much a condensed version 
of a Christian Living class covering the 
camp theme “Foundations for Life: Build on 
the Rock.” This set the tone for the day as 
we went through all of our classes, includ-
ing archery, riflery, swimming, canoeing, 
fishing, zip line and waterslide at the lake, 
music and a recreation class. Along with 
these activities, which kept the campers 
busy having fun and building godly char-
acter, we had daily Christian Living classes 
that reinforced the camp’s theme. 

Each evening we held a different activity. 
Our first night, an energetic group of camp-
ers participated in a fun novelty Olympics. 
We have not done this in a while at Lone 
Star, so bringing it back was refreshing. One 
of the team events required each dorm to 
dress their counselor up with an assortment 
of provided items. The onlooking dorms got 
to judge the winner. The campers came up 
with some creative outfits made from toilet 
paper and other unique accessories. All of 

Camp Lone Star 

C
By Elisa Hees
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n Father’s Day, June 19, 2016, 
staff arrived at Camp Sequoia 
Preteen Camp for staff train-
ing. More than 50 percent of 
the campers also arrived early, having caught rides with staff members to 
the distant camp, which sits high in the mountains. A special steak dinner 
was prepared in honor of the fathers who donated their time to serve at 

camp this year. We had many volunteers and a hard-working staff.
There was an explosion of new campers and staff this year! We had 41 campers—

the highest preteen attendance we have had in many years—and 48 staff members, of 
whom 21 were teen staff. It is very rewarding to see so many teens who want to pay it 
forward to the next group of campers. Over the four days spent in the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains, everyone took advantage of the fellowship, the activities and the time 
together.

Camp began on Monday with the arrival of the remaining campers, and classes 
began shortly after orientation. Campers then competed in novelty Olympics on the 
first evening followed by the notorious downhill slip and slide.

This year’s activities included gaga ball, hiking, swimming, dance class, team build-
ing, arts and crafts, field games, BB guns, archery and a new challenge course built by 
the Los Angeles and Bakersfield, California, congregations as part of an F.O.I. Hilltop 
service project. The course lived up to its name as being challenging, but campers kept 
returning to run it again and again, trying to beat their times.

Each day of camp included a Compass Check in the morning and Christian Living 
classes as a part of the daily schedule. At night campers enjoyed our traditional camp-
fire, which includes sing-alongs and dorm skits. The evening temperatures dropped to 
a pleasant chill in the air, perfect for making a campfire.

It was another wonderful camp year, with a great turnout and lots of smiling 
faces. OA

Camp Sequoia 
By Paul Carter

O

the counselors were good sports, as they 
had to model their new fashions in front 
of the whole camp! Another new evening 
activity we had was a campfire where every-
one gathered together and enjoyed singing 
songs around the bonfire. 

Our last day of camp was extremely 
busy, with special end-of-camp activities. 
Before lunch was the “Amazing Race,” 
where each dorm had to figure out intense 
clues in order to move on to the next phase 
of the race. Almost every camp activity was 
used in the race, and each incorporated the 
camp theme. It was a well-designed activity, 
and it took the whole staff to pull it off! 

We closed down camp with a lakeside 
picnic for dinner, which preceded our an-
nual talent show. We held the picnic and 
show outside under the brand-new outdoor 
pavilion, which allowed parents to watch 
the show before picking up their campers. 
It was a great way to end camp in a serene 
setting overlooking the lake, surrounded by 
God’s family. OA

Camp 
 Wood Lake

By Cory Erickson

     e completed four very 
successful days of our 
sixth preteen camp at 
Wood Lake Preteen 
Camp from July 17-20. 
For all four days, the 
campers and staff enjoyed nearly perfect Wisconsin summer weather, with 85-degree temperatures, sunny skies 

and beautiful natural surroundings. The camp is not large, given its northern proximity, but our 20 campers and mini-campers and 
26 staff members enjoyed a tight-knit family environment and many wonderful and fun activities. 

The camp kicked off on Sunday, July 17, with orientation and activities in the afternoon, and a “minute to win it” game night for 
the whole camp Sunday evening. Monday through Wednesday were filled with fun and safe activities, including team challenge and 
climbing wall, field games, fishing, arts and crafts, nature and exploring, and our second year of the highly popular golf program. 
Tuesday, July 19, was fully dedicated to lakefront water activities, including swimming, canoeing, pontoon rides and a brand-new 
blob. Monday evening we had our very popular novelty Olympics event, and Tuesday ended with a challenging and fun treasure hunt.

The Christian Living classes stayed very focused on the theme “Foundations for Life: Build on the Rock.” We also emphasized the 
theme throughout all the activities, and we were able to use the beautiful nature around us to draw many lessons, to which the camp-
ers seemed to respond very positively! 

We were again blessed this year with a wonderful camp. We give God all the credit for not only the great weather, safety and beau-
tiful surroundings, but for the spiritual blessings we all received by coming together for yet another successful Wood Lake Preteen 
Camp! OA

W
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What’s the Purpose of the Feast?
As we make plans to travel to various locations around the world and observe the Feast of Tabernacles, it is 

important for us to know what God expects of us. 
By David Treybig

hen the ancient Israelites observed the Feast of 
Tabernacles and the Eighth Day, the timing was 
perfect for a festival of celebration and reflec-
tion. As a primarily agrarian society, the people 
had harvested the fall crops and were likely 
quite pleased to take a tenth of their agricultural 

increase, along with special offerings, to the place designated by God 
for a week-plus of rejoicing (Deuteronomy 12:6-7). The hardest work 
of the year was over, and now everyone would have some time to rest 
and enjoy the fruit of his labor (Exodus 23:16).

A few thousand years down the road, times have changed. Only 
a very small percentage of people are involved in agriculture for a 
living, and most of us work hard year-round with only a little time off 
for observing God’s holy days. If we are fortunate, we may have a few 
more days for vacation.

Considering our opportunity to use second tithe to travel to places 
we might not otherwise be able to visit, it is easy for us to think of the 
time we spend observing the Feast of Tabernacles and Last Great Day 
as our vacation. After all, it is a time when we can see and do things 
we normally wouldn’t be able to. 

From one perspective, God is pleased for us to rejoice—it’s some-
thing He commands us to do at the Feast (Leviticus 23:40). The 
Hebrew word samach, translated “rejoice,” means “to rejoice, be 
joyful” (Vine’s Expository Dictionary, “Rejoice”). This simple definition 
is certainly accurate, but it doesn’t capture the full meaning. 

As Vine’s continues, “samach usually refers to a spontaneous 
emotion or extreme happiness, which is expressed in some visible and/
or external manner. It does not normally represent an abiding state of 
well-being or feeling. This emotion arises at festivals, circumcision 
feasts, wedding feasts, harvest feasts, the overthrow of one’s enemies, 
and other such events. The men of Jabesh broke out joyously when 

they were told that they would be delivered from the Philistines (1 
Samuel 11:9).” 

Put another way, the Feast is supposed to be a time to kick up our 
rejoicing a notch. It should be our happiest and most joyful time of 
the year. 

But there is more to these holy days than simply being a time for 
us to party. The Feast isn’t just about us! In addition to our rejoicing, 
here are four additional expectations God has of us as we observe the 
Feast of Ingathering and the Eighth Day (Exodus 34:22; Leviticus 
23:39).

1. Help your household rejoice.
In explaining to the ancient Israelites where and how they 

should observe the Feast, God told them, “There you shall eat before 
the LORD your God, and you shall rejoice in all to which you have 
put your hand, you and your households. … And you shall rejoice, 
… you and your sons and your daughters” (Deuteronomy 12:7, 12, 
emphasis added throughout).

Observing the Feast isn’t supposed to be a selfish endeavor. God 
wants us to also give special attention to our family members. One 
way we can fulfill this is by buying presents for our children and 
giving them special experiences. Of course, we can also help needy 
adults in our extended families be able to attend and rejoice at the 
Feast. Making sure everyone in the family has the opportunity to 
attend and enjoy this special time is an important part of observing 
the Feast. 

2. Help the less fortunate rejoice
As we noted in the previous point, God wants us to ensure that 

everyone in our family has the opportunity to rejoice at the Feast. 
But these actions should not be limited to just our physical family 

W
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members. God also wants us to help the less 
fortunate members of our spiritual family. 

In teaching this principle to the ancient 
Israelites, God said, “And you shall rejoice 
before the LORD your God, you and your 
sons and your daughters, … and the Levite 
who is within your gates, since he has no 
portion nor inheritance with you. … Take 
heed to yourself that you do not forsake 
the Levite as long as you live in your land” 
(Deuteronomy 12:12, 19). 

In addition to assisting the Levities, we 
find that a tithe was collected every third 
year and distributed so that “the stranger 
and the fatherless and the widow who are 
within your gates, may come and eat and 
be satisfied, that the LORD your God may 
bless you in all the work of your hand 
which you do” (Deuteronomy 14:29). 

While today we are not under a 
Levitical system with a need to provide 
for Levites, the principle of taking care of 
needy strangers, widows and the fatherless 
remains. We can do this today by contri-
buting to the Festival assistance fund so 
those in need may attend the Feast. We can 
also help those in need by treating them to 
an activity or meal during the Feast.

3. Remember that God is the 
Source of our blessings

Deuteronomy 12:7 instructs us to 
“rejoice in all to which you have put your 
hand … in which the LORD your God 
has blessed you.” While at the Feast, we 
need to take some time to reflect on the 
fact that God is the One who has made 
it possible for us to attend, enjoy and 
hear the spiritual messages that will be 
given. As God through Moses reminded 
the ancient Israelites, “And you shall 
remember the LORD your God, for it is 
He who gives you power to get wealth” 
(Deuteronomy 8:18). Clearly, we wouldn’t 
have second tithe to spend if God hadn’t 
given us skills and opportunities to earn 
income. 

We also need to keep in mind that 
God has to call people and open their 
minds to the importance of keeping His 
festivals (John 6:44). What this means is 
that God is the One who makes it pos-
sible for us to fully enjoy, experience and 
benefit from observing the Feast. With 
these thoughts in mind, we should be able 
to fervently echo the line from the psalm-
ist’s song: “Come and hear, all you who 
fear God, and I will declare what He has 
done for my soul” (Psalm 66:16).

4. Learn to fear God
And what is the purpose for all of the 

rejoicing and reflecting on His blessings 

that God commands? Deuteronomy 14:23 
provides the answer. “And you shall eat 
before the LORD your God, in the place 
where He chooses to make His name abide, 
the tithe of your grain and your new wine 
and your oil, of the firstborn of your herds 
and your flocks, that you may learn to fear 
the LORD your God always.” 

The Hebrew word yare, which is trans-
lated “fear,” means “to be afraid, stand in 
awe, fear.” When it is used “of a person in 
an exalted position, yare connotes ‘standing 
in awe.’ This is not simple fear, but rever-
ence, whereby an individual recognizes 
the power and position of the individual 
revered and renders him proper respect” 
(Vine’s Expository Dictionary, “Fear”).  

Learning to fear God means learning 
to submit to Him and having a relationship 
with Him. To further this spiritual goal, 
we need to attend the services that will 
be held every day throughout the Feast of 
Tabernacles and Last Great Day. We need to 
respect these services as the holy occasions 
they are and as opportunities to further our 
relationship with our spiritual Father.  

The compound effect of hearing these 
messages every day, rejoicing with our 
brethren and reflecting on the greatness 
of our God and His plan will help us build 
the relationship with our Creator that He 
desires. By the end of the Feast, hopefully, 
our minds and hearts will be filled with a 
vision of God’s greatness and the blessings 
that will come when the Father sends His 
Son to the earth to establish the Kingdom 
of God. 

Having a proper fear of God will  
encourage us to obey Him and respect 
Him. Having this kind of fear of God will 
be vital to our spiritual success in the com-
ing year. Recognizing this foundational 
necessity, Moses reminded the ancient 
Israelites of it prior to his death and their 
entering the Promised Land. 

Writing of the seventh year, the year of 
release, when the law was read at the Feast 
of Tabernacles, Moses said, “Gather the 
people together, men and women and little 
ones, and the stranger who is within your 
gates, that they may hear and that they may 
learn to fear the LORD your God and care-
fully observe all the words of this law, and 
that their children, who have not known it, 
may hear and learn to fear the LORD your 
God as long as you live in the land which 
you cross the Jordan to possess” (Deuter-
onomy 31:12-13).

The principle of learning to fear God 
remains as a foundational component of 
our relationship with God. Let’s make sure 
we nurture our fear of God during the 
Feast. OA

Experiencing 
God’s 

Government 
Through 
Service

     When we go to the Feast, we have 
a special opportunity to experience 
God’s government in action. For many 
members, this is the only time of the 
year they are surrounded by fellow 
members and experience a schedule 
designed and administered by Church 
members. This will be an opportunity 
to experience a unique environment 
unlike the world around us.

While no human is perfect and none 
of us will be until we are changed into 
spirit, we can take comfort from the 
fact that members of the Ministerial 
Services Festival Team, Feast coordina-
tors, ministers and members have prayed 
about, fasted for, collaborated over and 
worked together to plan the services and 
activities at each site where the Feast is 
held. When we jointly work together 
to honor God and serve the members 
who will attend, we see and sense God’s 
spirit of love and service. What we are 
experiencing is God’s government in 
action (Matthew 20:25-28)!

Many people volunteer to serve in 
various functions as part of the team 
that makes the Feast the special event 
that it truly is. Of course, some sites 
are smaller and have fewer needs and 
activities than larger sites, but all are 
designed to help members fulfill the 
purposes outlined in the accompanying 
article for observing the Feast. Those 
who serve have learned that doing so 
helps them have a better Feast. 

If you would like to be part of the 
team striving to practice the govern-
ment of God here on earth during the 
Feast, be sure to volunteer to serve 
when needs are announced. If you are 
unable to serve, please pray for those 
who do so we can properly administer 
the Feast and serve you. OA
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Feast of Tabernacles:  
What Will They Remember?

We never get a second chance to make a first impression! How will the world view us as we keep God’s 
Feast of Tabernacles?

By Doug Horchak

he importance of our example 
is something we’ve been aware 
of since we were small children 
and our parents instructed us to 
be mindful of our manners and 
to make a good first impres-

sion when meeting other people. There 
is no question that first impressions 
make a tangible impact. In fact, in some 
instances, people remember the first 
impression they have of us more than 
our actions that might follow!

Research has shown that whatever first 
impression we have of a person usually 
sticks with us for a long, long time. For 
example, if we have the impression that 
someone is stuck-up and rude from our 
first contact, we will likely view him or 
her that way for quite a while—even if the 
next few times the person is truly kind to 
us! People simply chalk up those “kind” 
encounters as exceptions to the behavior 
of one who is otherwise a “rude” person.

So, the first impression we give others 
is very important indeed. And no im-
pression has a greater impact than when 
hundreds of God’s people converge in a 
town or community for eight days during 
the Feast of Tabernacles!

As we look forward to attending the 
Feast in a matter of weeks, it is essential 
that we consider the type of example we 
are to others during that period of time—
whether they be in or out of the Church. 
 
Who do we represent?

There are a lot of people out there who 
claim Christianity as their religion. And, 
for the most part, a good number of these 
people try to distinguish themselves by 
what they teach or by what they believe. 
But while doctrine and teachings are 
extremely important, the way we act in 
varied situations and the way we treat 
other people are the things that really 
impress others. These are the fruits that 
prove Christianity, rather than teachings 
alone. 

When giving the 12 disciples intense 

instruction on the core meaning of 
Christianity, Christ taught His disciples 
that they were to be a “light” to those 
around them! Matthew 5:14-16 says, 
“You are the light of the world. A city 
that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 
Nor do they light a lamp and put it 
under a basket, but on a lampstand, and 
it gives light to all who are in the house. 
Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works and 
glorify your Father in heaven” (emphasis 
added). 

A Christian’s “light” should have a 
positive impact on all of those around 
him or her. It is only then that God will, 
without hesitation, claim us as His (Mark 
8:38; Luke 9:26)! 
 
Why are we there?

Our purpose for attending the Feast of 
Tabernacles is far greater than simply  
enjoying good food, sandy beaches, pris-
tine mountains or nice hotel rooms. True, 
these things (and more) make up much 
of what many in the Church experience 
while observing the Feast of Tabernacles. 
But we are at the Feast, first and foremost, 
to worship and rejoice before God and an-
ticipate the time in the near future when 
true peace will be brought to earth (Isaiah 
2:3-4). We are there to learn about what 
Scripture calls “the times of restoration of 
all things” (Acts 3:21), which includes the 
peace that has eluded man for millennia. 
This will be a time when even human na-
ture can and will change, and people will 
have the mind of Christ and treat others 
as they would want to be treated. Thus, it 
only makes sense that the core reason we 
keep the Feast should be reflected in the 
example we set in all of our actions and 
dealings with others during that eight-day 
period of time. 
 
They will remember!

Sometimes we think that, since we 
are only one person or one family, no 
one will ever remember meeting us at 

a hotel or waiting on us at a restaurant. 
Yet God’s Word tells us that nothing 
could be further from the truth! People 
do—and will—remember us for what we 
believe. But more important, they will 
remember us for our actions, our lives 
and who we are as people. Peter refers to 
these things as our “good works” (1 Peter 
2:11-12). Interestingly enough, Peter’s 
comments in this letter reveal that some 
people may not make the connection 
of our being representatives of the true 
Church of God—the very government of 
Jesus Christ—until His actual return. 

Verse 12 of 1 Peter 2 states: “Having 
your conduct honorable among the Gen-
tiles, that when they speak against you as 
evildoers, they may, by your good works 
which they observe, glorify God in the 
day of visitation.”

“Day of visitation” is an interesting 
phrase. Peter isn’t talking about going to 
someone’s house to knock on their front 
door to have a friendly visit. Rather, Peter 
is referring to that time in the future 
when Jesus Christ will return to earth 
with all power and glory, when every eye 
will see and witness the remarkable event 
of His arrival a second time (Matthew 
24:30; Revelation 1:7)! 

Each one of us will have numerous op-
portunities to interact with others at the 
Feast. It may be the maids in a hotel, the 
waiters or waitresses in a restaurant, the 
grumpy and frazzled driver of a shuttle 
bus, the stressed-out cashier at a grocery 
store, the young family attending their 
first Feast, or the elderly widow sitting 
two rows from us at services.

As we ramp up our planning to 
keep God’s Feast of Tabernacles, let’s 
remember who it is that we represent. 
Let’s not forget why we are going there. 
And let’s be mindful of the fact that the 
example we set, the actions and attitudes 
with which we treat others and the first 
impression we leave will be remembered. 
And according to research, it will be 
remembered for a long, long time! OA

T
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The Bible doesn’t provide any direct com-
ment or example about this truly important 
matter. But Scripture gives a strong message 
about God’s intent that every human being 
will have an opportunity to become a child 
in His family. This plan and the many scrip-
tures about it are presented in our booklet 
The Last Enemy: What Really Happens After 
Death? (We also have this information avail-
able in article, video and audio formats.)  

In the Old Testament, conceiving and 
giving birth are often mentioned together, 
which indicates that life began at conception. 
“Throughout the OT, but especially in Gen-
esis, the phrase occurs, ‘she conceived and 
bore a son.’ The beginning of new life in the 
mother’s womb was considered so important 
that it was mentioned as part of the birth an-
nouncement” (International Standard Bible 
Encyclopedia, second edition, 1986, “Con-
ception,” emphasis added).

We know that God called Esau and Jacob 
“children” before they were born (Romans 
9:10-11). Of course, Christ was a person be-
fore His birth (Isaiah 49:1). And the prophet 
Jeremiah was too, since he was called from 
his mother’s womb to be a prophet of God 
(Jeremiah 1:5). And, according to Luke 1:15-
17, John the Baptist was not only called be-
fore he was born, he also was filled with the 
Holy Spirit “even from his mother’s womb.” 

David’s emotive description in Psalm 
139 of God working with David before 
birth is revealing. The NKJV Study Bible 
comments: “You formed my inward parts: 
David affirms that the work of God in his 
life extended back to his development in his 

mother’s womb. You covered me may also 
be translated as ‘You wove me together,’ a 
description of the work of God creating the 
person in the mother’s womb. I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made might be rephrased 
as ‘I am an awesome wonder’ (Ps. 8). … 
in Your book: The idea is that the life of a 
person, and the structure and meaning of 
that person’s life, are all established from the 
beginning by God” (2007, Thomas Nelson, 
Logos Edition, notes on Psalm 139:13-16, 
italics added). 

These references certainly demonstrate 
that God looks upon the unborn as liv-
ing human beings. From these scriptures, 
we derive our conviction that life begins at 
conception. Nothing in the Bible supports 
the artificial definition that life begins only 
after an embryo becomes a fetus. Those 
terms themselves are artificial constructs, 
not divinely revealed stages of life.

Every indication we glean from Scripture 
makes us optimistic that all children who 
died prematurely will be brought to life and 
given a chance for salvation. That includes 
those who died through an abortion or by 
a miscarriage. The unanswerable question 
is how God will accomplish this. Will He 
resurrect these unborn as infants? Will He 
bring them to life in the wombs of surrogate 
mothers? God hasn’t chosen to reveal the an-
swers. Considering the very large number of 
children who died unborn, the logistics are 
mind-boggling to our limited human think-
ing. Yet we have no doubt that God is more 
than capable of doing what is necessary to 
make this happen if it is His will! OA

personal contact

Will God resurrect all 
children who died 

before birth, whether by 
abortion or miscarriage? 

If so, how will He do that? 
Will He bring them to 
life as fully developed 

babies?

Q a
with CeCil Maranville

Through this column, we want 
to provide you with a window 
on the work of the Personal 
Correspondence Department. 
Because we interact mostly with 
people new to God’s truth, some 
topics might not seem directly 
applicable to you. But think how 
you would answer the question 
if someone asked it of you! And 
many answers will contain spiritual 
principles that you can apply in 
your life, even if the question isn’t 
one you would ask.

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/offers/the-last-enemy/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/offers/the-last-enemy/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/offers/the-last-enemy/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/offers/the-last-enemy-what-really-happens-after-death-audio-book/
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church          Potluck
What’s cooking in your congregation?

Teaching God’s truth to our children on the Sabbath has long 
been a fundamental practice in God’s Church. God desires “that 
our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth; that our 
daughters may be as pillars, sculptured in palace style” (Psalm 
144:12). In the Houston North, Texas, congregation, children 
aged 3 to 7 discover more about God’s Commandments and His 
way of life in the After Church Club.

The goal of the After Church Club is to create a safe, exciting 
and fun environment where our small children can learn God’s 
truth. They learn how studying and following God’s Word will 
bring blessings and eventually lead to God’s Kingdom.

As soon as services are over, eager children rush inside the 
nursery where the club is held. It is always an inspiration to be 
greeted by such innocent, smiling faces every Sabbath. Head 
instructor Martha McCarble then begins the class with an intro-
ductory game and prayer; and afterward, we play a game to help 
the children memorize the 10 Commandments.

We end the day by splitting into smaller groups and reading a 
story from a children’s Bible to illustrate that day’s lesson and to 
give them a chance to understand the concept. If we have time to 
spare, a group of children act out the story in front of the class. 

The After Church Club has strengthened my passion for edu-
cating young people, as both Mrs. McCarble and I are able to see 
the evidence of God’s Spirit working with the children.

Krystal Kennedy

Children Learn About God 
in Houston North’s After 

Church Club 

On June 18, 2016, the Houston 
South, Texas, congregation cele-
brated our group of graduates from 
several educational institutions. 

Seth Ferrell and Alyssa Ibarra 
graduated from Sabbath school. 

Gabriel Ibarra, Noah Monico, Maddox and Jackson West, and Sky-
lar Ferrell completed another year of Sabbath school and moved to 
the next level. 

Stephanie Rubin graduated from high school. She shared a video 
she created with the help of her teachers, giving credit to her  
parents, brother and many others for her accomplishments.

And, finally, Andrea Keys received her bachelor of science in  
business. 

We all enjoyed congratulating the graduates at a reception after 
services, and we now look forward to another year of learning. 

Susan Scott Smith

Houston South 
Congratulates 

Graduates

It is always a special Sabbath when the five mem-
bers in Burin, Newfoundland, take the three-hour 
drive to congregate with the five members in St. 
John’s for services and fellowship. On July 30, 2016, 
the small group had the added blessing of a visit 
from Doug Johnson, senior pastor for Canada, and 
his wife, Janel. 

After giving an update on the Church in Canada 
and his background in serving the Canadian 
brethren early in his role as a minister, Mr. Johnson 
gave a sermon titled, “What’s Your Frame of Refer-
ence?” Using the examples of Joseph, Job, Esther 
and the blind man in John 9, he pointed out that 
none of them could see the end of their situation 
from where they were during their trials, but God 
could. These examples showed the amazing power 
of God to work with people in different situations 
and bring about a good ending, as He promises in 
Romans 8:28. The brethren were encouraged by the 
message and appreciated having a live speaker!

Services were followed by conversation and 
a potluck meal. Not having had visitors in more 
than a year, the brethren prepared delicious foods 
to make it special for their guests, including local 
specialties such as cod au gratin, roast moose, wild 
blueberry trifle and parsnip cake.

The Johnsons were open to suggestions on how 
to better serve our brothers and sisters in a very 
small, faraway congregation.

Everyone reluctantly vacated the hall as the next 
group arrived. Although more time would have 
been welcome, the St. John’s congregation was very 
thankful for the time they had with the Johnsons 
and thankful to see their Burin brethren. Thank 
you, Mr. and Mrs. Johnson, for returning to serve 
the Church in Canada again!

Diane Tobin

St. John’s, Newfoundland,  
Hosts Doug and  
Janel Johnson
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Brethren from the 
Asheville, North Carolina; 
Knoxville, Tennessee; and 
London, Kentucky, congre-
gations—along with several 
visitors from other states—
met at the Carson Springs 
Baptist Conference Center 
in Newport, Tennessee, for Pentecost weekend June 11-12.

The resort was wonderfully accommodating and offered the 
brethren discounts on the rooms and meals. Being the only group 
at the resort made for a very special weekend!

The Sabbath and Feast of Pentecost were full of inspiring messages brought to us by Eric Evans, Bill Swanson, Jeff Baker, Ed 
Werden, Brian White and David Hicks.

It was also a special time of reminiscing with old friends and creating new ones.
Eric and Jeannie Evans and Martha White presented a beautiful offering of musical harmony, singing “Ever Interceding” 

and “You’re Looking at a Miracle” by The Needhams. Martha White also offered a vocal solo, “Holy Ground” by Geron Davis.
We look forward to replicating this experience next year! 

Judy Swanson

Brethren Meet for 
Inspiring Pentecost 

Weekend at 
Tennessee Resort

Taylor Mikulla
Parents’ names: Wade and Jacklynn Mikulla

Congregation: Houston North, Texas

High school accomplishments: Taylor was salutatorian 
of her high school’s class of 2016, with a total of 553 
graduates. She was the president of the Spanish Honor 
Society. She was also a member of the National Honor 
Society, Interact Club, Mu Alpha Theta and Art Club. 
She received the AP Scholar Award from College 
Board.

Church activities/hobbies/interests: Taylor plays volley-
ball for her congregation. She also enjoys playing piano 
and studying math and chemistry. 

Plans after graduation: After graduation, Taylor plans 
on attending Texas A&M University to pursue a bach-
elor’s degree in chemical engineering. Afterward, she 
hopes to work for a Fortune 500 company, such as GE 
or Exxon-Mobil, for a few years before going back to 
college to pursue a master’s degree in business admin-
istration.

The Houston South, Texas, congregation enjoyed a 
double blessing on the Sabbath of Aug. 6, 2016. David 
Johnson and his wife, Becky, came down from head-
quarters for a visit. Mr. Johnson gave the sermon about 
blessings and trials. Then we enjoyed a picture-perfect 
potluck—a pie party. 

Our sunflower-filled fellowship hall was packed with 
hungry brethren who savored some particularly perfect 
dinner pies—from pizza and tamale pie to shepherd’s 
pie—and then dessert pies—buttermilk, strawberry, 
chocolate and more. Tea, coffee and lemonade were 
provided.

As members filled their plates and their tummies, 
the hall was abuzz with chatter about our blessings. We 
could all reflect on the army of volunteers who continue 
to serve and enable all of us to enjoy this great opportu-
nity after services. 

Susan Scott Smith

Houston South Brethren 
Welcome Dave and Becky 
Johnson With Summer Pie 

Party Potluck
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BIRTHS

Carly Renee Naylor

Donald and Rhonda Naylor of the 
Orlando, Florida, congregation are very 
happy to announce the birth of Carly 
Renee Naylor. She was born on Nov. 10, 

Sophie Olivia Springer

Jim and Gina Springer of the Cin-
cinnati, Ohio, congregation are happy 
to announce the birth of their second 
child. Sophie Olivia Springer was born 
on July 16, 2016, at 3:31 p.m. She weighed 

BAPTISMS

Kayla Faith Epps 

On Sunday, June 26, 2016, Kayla 
Faith Epps was baptized into the Body 
of Christ, surrounded by family and a 
few friends from the Central New Jersey 
congregation. The baptism and laying on 
of hands were performed by Kevin Epps, 
her pastor and father. He was assisted 
by Bob Iacobucci and Alan Wheeler, a 

7 pounds 5.9 ounces and measured 20.5 
inches long. Both parents and big brother 
Jim are delighted with the newest family 
member.

deacon and local elder, respectively. The 
ceremony was followed by a social with 
Kayla’s favorite food—pizza. 

Kevin Epps

We encourage members to send announcements to be featured in One Accord. We feature events in 
members’ lives, including baptisms, births, engagements, weddings, significant anniversaries (25, 40, 

50, 60, etc.), and obituaries. Typically they run between 50 and 100 words; however, we ask that all 
submissions stay under 250 words. Please submit a high-resolution color photo along with the written 

copy to your congregation’s reporter.

announcements

On Sunday, July 17, 2016, the Central New Jersey; Queens, New York; and Quak-
ertown, Pennsylvania, congregations celebrated our first annual combined summer 
picnic at scenic Colonial Park in Somerset, New Jersey. 

From Kevin Epps, the pastor: “God certainly blessed the weather, fellowship, food, 
service, activities, and attendance—83 people! This number is great, given that several 
families were unable to make it. It rained very hard the day before and after the pic-
nic, but Sunday was clear all day. The new picnic lot was the best so far, as it provided 
privacy yet plenty of space for roaming, activities and fellowship. Thanks to all who 
served and participated in this activity. People are already looking forward to next 
year!”

We gave special tribute to our graduating high school seniors this year with an ex-
ceptional cake that was topped with cupcakes to celebrate all their accomplishments. 
The graduating seniors were Admiral Ozochiawaeze, Mariah Parson, Laura Soltysiak 
and Tavi Wheeler. 

We look forward to next summer in New Jersey! 
R. Norrod 

Brethren Honor 
Graduating 
Seniors at 

Combined Picnic

The Parkersburg, West Virginia, 
congregation served a special meal 
for those in need at the Latrobe 
Street Mission in Parkersburg. The 
mission serves meals every evening. 
Volunteers prepared the meal at 
home and then served 22 people at 
the mission on Wednesday, June 
29, 2016. An additional 10 more 
received a meal later for a total of 32 
recipients. There were several who 
gave comments of appreciation.  

Bill Jahns

Parkersburg 
Brethren Serve 
Meal at Local 

Mission
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Zoey Colette Demarest

Daniel and Jennifer Demarest of the 
Orlando, Florida, congregation are very 
happy to announce the birth of Zoey 
Colette Demarest. She entered the world 
in speedy fashion early in the morning in 
late January 2016. She weighed 7 pounds 
and 1 ounce and measured 19½ inches 
long. Her grandparents Roy and Pauline 
Demarest and Perry and Sharon Harold 
were all there to welcome her to the fam-
ily. Big sister Ella is overjoyed to have a 
new sister and enjoys lavishing her with 
hugs and kisses! 

ANNIVERSARIES

Norman and Patricia Milam

Congratulations to Norman and 
Patricia Milam of the Princeton, West 
Virginia, congregation. Norman and 
Patricia celebrated their 55th wedding 
anniversary on Aug. 5, 2016. They first 
met in the state of Ohio, but both lived 
in West Virginia at the time. Patricia 
was with a friend at a dance, and Nor-
man asked if he could walk her home. 
She agreed, and the two started dating 
shortly after. Patricia says dating for 
them consisted of sitting on the front 
porch and talking—getting to know one 
another. They dated for a year and a half 
and married on Aug. 5, 1961.  

The Milams moved several times 
over the years, but always called West 
Virginia home. My husband, Larry, and 
I met them in North Carolina and were 
disappointed when they moved to West 
Virginia. Little did we know, our paths 
would cross again when we were trans-
ferred and one of our congregations was 
Princeton, West Virginia.

We appreciate the Milams and their 
dedication to God’s way of life, and we 
hope they celebrate many more years of 
happy anniversaries.

Wilma Lambert

OBITUARIES

Grayson Edward Weiss

Travis and Lauren Weiss of the Or-
lando, Florida, congregation are excited 
to announce the birth of their first baby,  
Grayson Edward Weiss. He was born on 
Nov. 21, 2015, weighing 6 pounds and 14 
ounces and measuring 21 inches long. 
Grayson has been a wonderful addition 
not only to his family but his to Church 
family too!

Gordon Forehand

Gordon Forehand of the Knoxville, 
Tennessee, congregation, died peace-

fully at his home on the Sabbath morn-
ing of July 2, 2016. He was 79. Funeral 
services were conducted by Eric Evans, 
pastor of the Knoxville congregation, 
on July 4, 2016, in Madisonville, Ten-
nessee.

Gordon made his entrance into the 
world on Dec. 29, 1936, in Dudley, 
North Carolina. He was the young-
est of five children born to Isaac and 
Lena Forehand. In 1954, he met the 
young lady who would become his wife, 
Margaret Strider. They were married in 
1958 while Gordon was working as an 
accountant. A few years later, he went 
to work as a city letter carrier with the 
U.S. Postal Service.

In the mid-1960s Gordon and 
Margaret became interested in a radio 
program his father had recommended. 
It was The World Tomorrow. Soon they 
were called into the Church, and both 
they and his parents were baptized in 
the summer of 1974. 

As a young boy, Gordon took piano 
lessons; and by the time he was a 
teenager, he was playing in the school 
music class and later the glee club. As 
an adult, he played for various occa-
sions, including weddings and church 
services. Soon after he came into the 
Church, he was asked to serve as pia-
nist for the local congregation. For the 
next 40-plus years, he faithfully served 
in that capacity. He was also actively 
involved in setting up and running the 
sound system and recording equipment 
for many years. 

After his retirement from the post 
office in 1992, Gordon and Margaret 
moved to Madisonville, Tennessee. His 
love of family brought them to that 
location with a dream of bringing his 
scattered family back together in one 
central area.

Gordon enjoyed traveling and vis-
ited 45 of the 50 states. He always had 
a love for music, and built an extensive 
record collection. After his retirement, 
he became interested in computers, a 
hobby that he enjoyed and used for the 
past 20 years.

Gordon is survived by his wife of 
58 years, Margaret; a son, Perrie Jay 
(Lynn) Forehand; five daughters, Anna 
(Tom) Blackston, Nancy (Ron) Moreau, 
Kathryn (Terry) Smith, Susan Fore-
hand and Sandra (Vic) McKinney; two 
grandchildren, Kevin (Sarah) Blackston 
and Rachel Blackston; one great-grand-
daughter; one sister, Jane Whitley; and 
one brother, Juette (Julia) Forehand.

Anna Blackston

2015, weighing 6 pounds and 15 ounces 
and measuring 20 inches long. The 
happy grandparents are Ron and Caro-
lyn Ketcham and Clyde and Lou Ann 
Naylor, also from Orlando. Big sister 
Callie (3 years old) is ready to show her 
new sister the ropes!



It all begins on Friday, Dec. 23, with a Bible study at 7:30 p.m. and 
runs through the family dance on Tuesday night, Dec. 27. That’s 
right—the 2016 Winter Family Weekend in Louisville is not far off! It 
is a real highlight for our Church families over the winter break. Each 
year 1,000 or more people gather for four days of fun and fellowship, 
education and relaxation, athletics, music and family togetherness. 

This year’s theme is “Faith and Hope in a Troubled World.” God’s 
promises about our destiny and mankind’s future give our lives great 
meaning during troubling times. Jesus Christ stated in John 14:27, 
“Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world 
gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it 
be afraid.” Although we live in a world that is anything but peaceful, 
with the help of God’s Holy Spirit we can experience a great deal of 
inner peace. Most people today do not grasp this peace and under-
standing, but as Jesus Christ makes clear, He provides peace as no 
one else can. Please make plans to join us and hear numerous mes-
sages covering this encouraging topic.  

We hope you are able to join us for all or part of the 2016 Winter 
Family Weekend. If you have never been, give it a try. By the end of 
your stay, you’ll find yourself telling others that you are definitely 
coming back again next year!  

Full details for this year’s event—including daily schedules, 
seminar titles, dance themes, sports sign-ups, as well as where 

to register and when and where to make reservations— 
following the Feast of Tabernacles at

http://members.cogwa.org/wfw

http://members.cogwa.org/wfw
http://members.cogwa.org/wfw

