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IIn the past two weeks I attended a youth camp in 
Georgia with almost 100 campers and participated in 
the orientation for Foundation Institute. The theme 
for camp this year was “Foundations for Life: Build on 
the Rock.” In addition to giving the sermon at Strong 
Rock Camp, I taught a Christian Living class in which I 
covered the fundamental beliefs of the Church of God, 
a Worldwide Association. My goal was to explain the 
importance of having a good understanding of the doc-
trines of the Church as part of one’s foundation. 

Upon returning from camp, we held the orienta-
tion for this year’s FI class on Aug. 14 in our upstairs 
classroom. We had a full house—25 students with a 
maximum capacity of 26 chairs in the classroom. We were 
missing one student for orientation, but the next day 
all 26 chairs were filled. This is our largest class, and it 
is equally divided between males and females. Also, for 
the first time in our brief history we have three sisters 
attending at the same time. 

Our Christian Living classes at COGWA Youth 
Camps and our Bible classes at Foundation Institute are 
designed to pass on knowledge and teach the value of 
living God’s way. As the world gets darker, with spiritual 
deception everywhere, there are few things more impor-
tant than a sound biblical education. 

Sometimes we forget how education can change lives 
and even the direction of a nation. I read an article this 
week about Afghanistan that surprised me. Very quietly, 
somewhat behind the scenes, Afghanistan is being trans-
formed through education. Here is an excerpt from that 
article, which appeared in The Diplomat:

“Education is one of Afghanistan’s biggest success 
stories of the post-Taliban era. In 2001, less than 900,000 
Afghan children were in school, all of them boys. Today 
that number has increased more than ten-fold, and girls 
make up almost 38 percent—or 3.5 million—of students. 
According to the Ministry of Education, 9.5 million Af-
ghan children are attending school this year, an all-time 
high enrollment figure. This year alone, some 1.1 million 
new students went to school for the first time. 

“This remarkable progress is the result of a combina-
tion of factors: generous assistance from the interna-
tional community, prioritized support from the Afghan 
government and, most importantly, the Afghan people’s 
own desire to become educated and participate in not just 
the re-building of their country, but in the building of a 
better country. … 
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personal from the president

“Since 2001, not only has the teaching capacity of ex-
isting universities significantly expanded, 124 new private 
universities have been established. These schools offer 
study options that accommodate both full time students 
as well as people with full time jobs. Total university en-
rollment has increased from 7,900 students in 2001 to an 
all-time high of 300,000 students today” (http://thediplo-
mat.com/2016/08/a-rare-success-story-in-afghanistan-
education/, emphasis added).

As this article states, one of the keys to a successful 
education program is the desire on the part of the stu-
dents “to become educated.” I found the young people 
at Strong Rock eager to learn about the Word of God. 
I found that same enthusiasm for learning among the 
students attending Foundation Institute. 

In Exodus 18:20 Jethro, the father-in-law of Moses, 
gave him some good advice. He encouraged Moses to 
“teach them the statutes and the laws, and show them 
the way in which they must walk and the work they 
must do.” This was the beginning of the nation of Israel. 
True education should include the laws of God and the 
way in which we must walk and the work we must do. 
Summer camps and Foundation Institute were both 
designed to educate—to teach others God’s way of life 
and how it applies to their daily lives. 

I enjoyed being with the young people at Strong Rock 
Camp, and it was exciting to stand before a full class-
room of students at Foundation Institute. I hope you 
are as excited as we are about teaching God’s way of life, 
especially to the young people (Romans 10:14-15)! Our 
youth camps (both teen and preteen) serve hundreds 
of young people each summer, and our FI program 
provides an intensive nine-month study of God’s Word. 
Please pray for the success of our education programs 
and that more lives will be changed! Education does 
make a difference—in the world and in the Church.

Importance of Education

Jim Franks
President
Church of God, a Worldwide Association
@jimbfranks
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FI Class of 2017 
Finishes First Week!

By Joshua Travers

hile many students are returning to school 
moaning, “It’s that time of year again,” 26 
students started Foundation Institute on Aug. 
14, 2016, excited to begin this once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity and determined to get as much out 
of this year as possible!

The school year started with orientation on the Sunday before 
classes began—laying the groundwork for the rest of the year and 
explaining the different rules and procedures that apply to the FI 
students. 

The rest of the week flew by in a blur. Monday morning’s classes 
started at 8:30 a.m. with Dave Myers teaching the Gospels,  
followed by Ralph Levy teaching the Pentateuch. Clyde Kilough 
then presented the Former Prophets, and Dr. Levy returned for the 
Major Prophets. Doug Horchak was the instructor for Principles of 
Christianity, and Erik Jones and David Johnson were the instruc-
tors for the final class of the day, Explaining the Faith. After class, 
a group of students helped two classmates finish moving into the 
apartments before getting together with the Dallas congregation 
for a family night at a local fun center.

Classes resumed Tuesday with two classes each of the Gospels, 
the Writings and the Epistles of Paul. After class, many students 
relaxed with a swim in the pool and a movie night. On Wednesday 
classes were followed by sloppy joes and delightful fellowship at 
one of the apartments. On Thursday students finished class and 

then attended an open house with Mr. and Mrs. Myers, which 
was full of laughter, fellowship and “Olympic” M&Ms. Friday was 
a flurry of activity with classes, Sabbath preparation and Friday 
Night Live. This year’s group was too large to fit in the studio 
while Friday Night Live was being webcast, so the group was split 
between the studio and one of the apartments.

The students enjoyed a chance to relax on the Sabbath, getting 
to know the local Dallas congregation better and then, later that 
night, enjoying a taco and karaoke night at the apartments (prov-
ing that it is possible to squeeze 24 people into an FI apartment). 
Many of the students also began their jobs during that first week 
or were in the process of finding part-time jobs for the next nine 
months.

The first week ended with the group growing closer, and we 
look forward to the next nine months, ready to get everything we 
can out of the experience. Everyone is awestruck by the amount 
of information and wisdom presented in the classes. As Lonnie 
Pierce, one of the students, stated, “These nine months are going to 
fly by like a shot, so we have to take advantage of everything that 
we can while we’re here.” Many of the students are planning on 
doing just that, with plans being made for playing various games; 
taking field trips throughout Texas; participating in the Dallas 
congregation’s choir, sound crew and ushering crew; and  
enjoying many evenings of fellowship and fun that will create  
lasting memories for all of this year’s students. OA

The largest class of Foundation Institute began classes on Aug. 15, 2016.

W
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total of 116 campers and 46 
staff members joined forces 
July 3-10 for an action-
packed week of activities, 
fun and fellowship. This 
year’s numbers represented 

our highest yet since the formation of 
COGWA. Since we were at full capacity, 
we had to turn down late camper appli-
cants. Although temperatures remained 
in the mid-to upper-90s throughout the 
week, sunny skies allowed our full sched-
ule to run as planned.

Camp Carter offered two new high 
ropes climbing apparatuses this year, 
the Alpine Tower and Pirate’s Walk, 
to the delight of campers. We added a 
rif lery class to the curriculum and even 

held a biathlon, which consisted of a 
¾-mile timed run immediately followed 
by target shooting for a combined score.

Another new feature, which fully 
engaged campers’ teamwork skills and 
mental prowess, was the Escape Room. 
In this activity, the dorm is “locked” in 
a room and has to race against the clock 
to search for clues and solve puzzles in 
order to be the fastest dorm to escape. 
The last new modification to camp this 
year involved changing our lakefront 
venue. We secured a beach area on 
Eagle Mountain Lake about a 25-minute 
drive from Camp Carter. The facility 
is brand-new and served as a fantastic 
location for swimming, beach vol-
leyball, waterskiing and tubing. Every 
year the lake day continues to remain 
the highlight of the week’s activities for 
many campers.

We strove to integrate this year’s 
theme, “Foundations for Life: Build 
on the Rock,” into all of our morning 
Compass Checks and Christian Living 

classes. In his Christian Living class 
David Treybig dispelled several myths 
about Jesus Christ (the Rock), while 
emphasizing humility and repentance 
as foundations we should build upon in 
our lives. Tim Rickard held an interac-
tive class in which campers developed 
brief answers to questions about our be-
liefs typically thrown at them in school 
and other peer settings.

In his sermon on the Sabbath, Phil 
Sandilands contrasted the satanic pat-
tern of religious holidays with God’s 
holy days and festivals and showed how 
the Rock, Jesus Christ, plays a meaning-
ful role in God’s holy days.

If interest continues to climb, which 
we anticipate, campers and staff will 
need to apply early next year in order to 
get in! Parents, thank you for doing such 
a wonderful job with your children. We 
on staff want to let you know that it is a 
joy to work with your kids, especially to 
watch them doing their utmost to live 
God’s way of life. OA

Camp Carter
By Andy Burnett

A
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oundations for Life: Build on 
the Rock” was a great theme 
for this year’s Camp Sequoia! 
Our 32 campers—16 boys and 
16 girls—built upon a great 
foundation, forming bonds 

with one another and with staff as they 
developed a better relationship with 
God. Campers asked some very good 
questions and were seeking answers in 
our Q&A session as well as with dorm 
parents and their counselors.

Camp was much warmer this year, 
with temperatures in the mid- to 
upper-90s, and it was very dry. That 
didn’t seem to discourage the campers, 
though, as they took in everything they 
could during the special week.

The camp started off July 24 with a 
welcome dance and an opportunity to 
get to know one another. This year we 
had first-time campers to Sequoia and 
also to the camp program, and we had 
the opportunity to have an international 
camper from Australia. After that first 
night, the teens bonded together very 
well.

This year we had some of the staple 

activities, such as basketball, volleyball, 
speedaway, clincher ball, disc golf, gaga 
ball and dance, as well as rock climbing, 
rif lery, skeet shooting and archery. This 
year we also added golf, a new challenge 
course (which was built as part of an 
FOI Hilltop Project) and Wilderness 
First Aid (which was added to team 
building). 

Campers enjoyed novelty Olympics 
and the slip and slide, but they seemed 
to enjoy most the opportunity of simply 
being together. Many in the West live so 
far apart that it is a rare opportunity to 
be together, especially for a full week.  

In the evenings we enjoyed Christian 
Living and then campfire, followed by 
various nights of dorm skits, karaoke 
and Camp Sequoia’s Got Talent. The 
final Sabbath of camp was relaxed with 
a morning brunch. In the evening we 
held a banquet for the campers that was 
served by staff members. Campers gave 
speeches, and awards were presented. 
We ended with a final dance and tearful 
good-byes, as many headed out early the 
next morning.

Overall the campers and staff shone 
this year and were a wonderful example 
of the leadership and talent that lies 
ahead for the future. These young peo-
ple are a foundation for the next genera-
tion and are being built on the Rock. It 
is encouraging to see their dedication to 
God’s way of life. OA

Camp Sequoia
By Paul Carter

F

     

t the conclusion of Camp 
Sequoia (teen camp) on 
July 31, Paul Carter and Jon 
Pinelli led eight campers on 
an extended session back-
packing trip on Catalina 

Island, just off the Southern California 
coast.

On the first day campers backpacked 7 
miles on the Trans-Catalina Trail up the 
mountain, across the ridge and nearly a 
mile down the other side, where we spent 
the night camping at Parsons Landing on 
the north end of the island. This is one of 
the most secluded and beautiful camping 
spots available on the island. 

We enjoyed a short Christian Living 
class in the open air of the beach. It pro-
vided a unique environment to continue 
discussing the theme “Foundations for 
Life: Build on the Rock.”

The next day, after a leisurely morn-
ing, we hiked another 7 miles along the 
beautiful coastline back to the port of 
Two Harbors. Campers and staff enjoyed 
swimming, snorkeling and a short hike 
into town.

The next day after breakfast, we 
packed up and headed to the dock, where 
we spent the next four hours kayaking 
in the harbor. Amid an abundance of 
sea lions and seagulls, we made our way 
around the harbor to some unique sea 
caves that campers enjoyed paddling in 
and out of along the southern end of the 
harbor. Finding a great place to enjoy 
some snacks and snorkel, we beached the 
kayaks and spent an hour snorkeling in a 
tranquil cove.

Upon returning to the docks, campers 
and staff were more than ready for the fa-
mous bison burgers available at the only 
restaurant in Two Harbors. Campers 
agreed that after dehydrated meals and 
trail mix, a burger never tasted so good!

A little while later, we caught the 
shuttle boat for the two-hour ride back 
to San Pedro, California, before campers 
caught their rides or flights back home.

If you are an older camper who would 
like to go on extended session next year, 
we will post information about next 
year’s trip on camps.cogwa.org after the 
first of the year. OA

Camp Sequoia 
Extended 
Session 

A
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n July 31 a total of 94 camp-
ers and 53 staff gathered at 
Strong Rock Camp for what 
would be a truly delightful 
experience. After an evening 
of ice-breaking activities 

designed to help campers and staff mem-
bers become acquainted, the week kicked 
off under warm, sunny skies. With the 
warm temperatures, the waterfront was 
in high demand, and the campers en-
joyed swimming, canoeing, zip line and 
the famous blob, which launched camp-
ers into the cool, refreshing lake. 

Back on shore, campers participated 
in archery, riflery, speedaway, volleyball, 
dance, flag football, softball, basketball 
and rock climbing. During the evening 
hours, everyone had an opportunity to 
exhibit their skills in novelty Olympics 
and participated in the first annual 
Strong Rock fashion show. Campers and 
staff used basic materials, such as trash 
liners, chip bags, newspaper, candy wrap-
pers and duct tape, to produce some of 
the most interesting apparel ever seen! 
The “designers” produced everything 
from sports uniforms to mermaid outfits. 
The activity was a huge success.

The Christian Living classes and 
Compass Checks were tailor-made for 
this year’s theme. Upon arrival, each 

camper and staff member received a 
decorative rock. During the week, each 
person was directed to take a marker and 
write a scripture or phrase that impacted 
them on their rocks. At the conclusion of 
camp, they took their rocks home so they 
could reflect on the messages given at 
camp. Messages encouraged campers to 
ensure that all their foundations for life 
were built upon the same Rock and to be 
faithful to God in smaller things in life. 

For Friday evening Bible study, the 
boys and girls went to separate sessions 
designed for them. The young ladies 
discussed what it means to be a woman 
of excellence, while the boys had an open 
topics session that was interactive and 
thought-provoking. 

Our president, Jim Franks, also 
paid a visit to Strong Rock Camp and 
presented a Christian Living class on 
COGWA’s fundamental beliefs. He also 
gave the sermon on the Sabbath on how 
important it is for people God is work-
ing with to stand up for their beliefs. 
Many of the campers were able to meet 
Mr. Franks and spend some valuable 
time chatting with him. On the Sabbath 
Mrs. Franks was also in attendance and 
was able to meet the campers and staff. 
The Sabbath was truly delightful, and 
that night a camp dance was held. At the 
conclusion of the dance, campers and 
staff exchanged farewells—many of them 
tearful.

This year marked our final year at 
White Pines Lodge. As we close the door 
on Strong Rock Camp, we would appreci-
ate your prayers that God will lead us to 
a new home with new experiences and 
exciting challenges! OA

Strong Rock  
Camp
By Todd Carey

O
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his year 46 campers joined 31 staff 
members Aug. 14-21 for a great 
week at the Heritage Reservation 
Boy Scout Camp in Pennsylva-
nia’s Laurel Highlands. Almost 
a third of those at Heritage were 

camping for the first time. Though we 
had occasional rain showers, they did not 
dampen any of the enthusiasm of the camp. 

Monday’s activities introduced the 
week’s routine, beginning with raising the 
American, CYC and Canadian flags. We 
also had an internationally themed novelty 
Olympics. Other scheduled venues includ-
ed softball, riflery, archery, volleyball, bas-
ketball, soccer, kayaking and swimming.  

The whole camp had a picnic lunch 
of hot dogs and all the fixings outside at 
the Semi-Conan shelter on Tuesday. The 
younger campers enjoyed a new activity 
at Heritage called sport arrow. Imagine 
skeet shooting, but with a bow and arrow. 
Tuesday evening the open activities were 
interrupted by a thunderstorm, so the 
camp enjoyed an impromptu dance in the 
dining hall. 

The annual whitewater rafting trip down 
the Youghiogheny River on Wednesday 
challenged 33 participants down 7.5 miles of 
class III and class IV rapids. Life Skills was 
the main evening activity. Scott Lord and 
Chris Moen led the male campers through 
a study called “Be Strong and of Good 
Courage,” while Monica Lord led the ladies 
through an interactive study of the Proverbs 
31 woman.

Thursday saw a new activity at Heritage—
cooking class. Campers made “Sabbath 
Snacks” as a service project for the whole 
camp. The activity, led by Jen Messerly, 

was a big hit. Thursday afternoon campers 
enjoyed tubing behind the Scouts’ powerful 
ski boat. Ranger Dave Wilkins at the wheel 
gave all the campers a fun, safe ride. 

Later that evening the staff won the 
annual camper/staff softball game. The 9-7 
score was actually a lot closer than it might 
seem. The staff had an early lead in the 
game, but the campers mounted a strong 
comeback. After three innings, the staff 
finally prevailed. 

Daily Compass Checks amplified the 
2016 camp theme, and this year Camp 
Heritage had a recognition program called 
“The Rock.” Staff members would give a 
stone to campers or fellow staff members 
who went above and beyond. The attribute 
exemplified was written on each stone to 
recognize the camper’s or staff member’s 
effort.  

Sabbath at Heritage is always a special 
time, especially with the incredible beauty 
we enjoy. After a great brunch, the camp 
attended a seminar presented by Jerry 
Rehor. Our traditional hymn sing followed, 
and then we passed out Sabbath notes and 
snacks. After Sabbath services, we enjoyed 
our traditional steak dinner, and as the sun 
set over Lake Courage, the staff gathered to 
watch the sun go down at Liberty Rock. 

This year the camp said good-bye to 
kitchen supervisor Bonnie Harrell and 
kitchen staff members Mike and Anne Blen-
cowe, who retired this year. These dedicated 
people have been to camp each summer 
for the last 14 years. The camp recognized 
them for their service and shared a tearful 
good-bye. 

Camp ended with a final Compass Check 
on Sunday morning. Campers departed for 
home with a reminder of the theme of the 
year and of the blessings that come from 
being with God and His people and a prayer 
for everyone’s safe travel home.

Heritage 2016 was a year of tradition and 
new beginnings. We look forward to next 
year! OA

T
Camp Heritage

By Scott Lord
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Advice for Parents: Making the 
Feast the Highlight of the Year

The Feast of Tabernacles is the most exciting time of the year for all of us in God’s Church. Here are some ideas 
for how to build anticipation and help your children get the most out of the Feast.

By Dave Register

hen I was growing up in the Church, the highlight 
of each year was the Feast of Tabernacles! Our 
family would talk about plans months before the 
Feast. We would often get out a map and spread it 
on the dining room table and trace our travel route 
to and from the Feast site. Then we would discuss 

where we might stay and the interesting destinations we planned to 
visit as we traveled. 

When we arrived, I looked forward to seeing friends I had made 
at camp or during previous Feasts. It was also exciting to meet new 
friends and spend additional time with peers and their families. We 
ate delicious meals at interesting restaurants—places we normally 
didn’t go to at home as a family or with friends and their families. 

The services were filled with interesting messages, extra special 
and inspiring music and the palpable excitement of a large number of 
people gathered in such a positive atmosphere. I remember one year my 
parents bought me a new Bible as a Feast gift. I worked hard that year to 
follow along with the ministers, turning to each scripture. Nearly every 
year I got Feast gifts that I could play with or use in services, like a new 
coloring book, a new puzzle or project book. When I got a little older, 
I also got a new journal book, and I was encouraged to list scriptures 
and take notes from the messages we heard. The other day I ran across 
some of those old journals and could see in black and white my grow-
ing understanding of God’s truth from the messages I heard at those 
early Feasts. The anticipation and excitement I felt each year provided 
positive and fantastic memories for me that I still hold today!

The most exciting time of the year
For most of us—especially our children—the Feast is the most 

exciting time of the year! We can build on that excitement by developing 

anticipation in our children’s hearts and minds. Ask your children what 
they would like to do while traveling to and from the Feast site. Build 
anticipation by discussing destination options along the way. Tell them 
about the activities that are planned at the Feast site and additional 
venues the family can visit while in the area.

We should also remind them that the primary purpose of the 
Feast is to learn about God and the fulfillment of the Feast of Taber-
nacles (Deuteronomy 14:23). They can look forward to daily services, 
additional youth classes, focused Bible studies, and play and fel-
lowship with friends. All of this planning and discussion with our 
children will build anticipation and excitement for the Feast in their 
hearts and minds! 

Feast gifts
Feast gifts are an excellent way to build anticipation and excite-

ment for the Feast. Plan to get your children age-appropriate gifts that 
are quiet, so they can use them during services and not disturb others 
sitting nearby. Also, if you can afford it, a special gift they can look 
forward to receiving and using outside of services during the Feast is 
always exciting!

Some of my lasting memories come from the gifts my parents 
would buy for my brother, my sister and me that we could play with 
or use during the Feast. When we were younger, these gifts included 
quiet toys, coloring books, puzzle books and building blocks. When 
we could read and listen to the messages, we got new Bibles or journals 
for taking notes. In this technological age, an iPad (or similar electronic 
gift) loaded with Bible software would make a great Feast gift! 

As we got older, we got special Feast gifts we requested that we 
would play with or enjoy after services. There were sometimes special 
trips, like a deep-sea fishing excursion, helicopter ride or admission 

W
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to a nearby amusement park. Often these were gifts or experiences 
we could not afford during the year but could afford during the Feast 
because of our Festival tithe.

One year my son requested a model-motorized airplane that we 
flew together on the beach after services. I remember it was a wonder-
ful time for father-son bonding. (It also led to his developing a love for 
flight, and today he works as an aeronautical engineer.) 

I still remember when I got a new suit as a Feast gift one year 
when I was a teenager. Wearing that suit to services each day made me 
feel much more mature, and that Feast became a rite of passage into 
adulthood for me.

Babies and young children
One of the very real challenges for families with infants and 

young children is caring for them during services. Parents of young 
children want to listen to the messages and learn and be inspired 
at the Feast. Of course, if your children are infants, they will often 
sleep during services if you plan feeding and nap times carefully. But 
infants and their schedules can often be unpredictable, especially in 
an unfamiliar environment. 

Some babies will wake from their naps and simply play quietly, 
while others will need or want attention and may cry or make distract-
ing noise. Most meeting halls have a reserved section at the back for 
families with small children. This allows for an easy exit from the hall 
when the child is crying or noisy. Other families with small children 
sitting in the same section tend to be more tolerant and less distracted 
by the noise. Families with small children should try to arrive early 
and sit in these reserved sections. 

Parents should always be sensitive to others nearby who may 
be distracted or disturbed by noisy children during services. If your 
infant or child becomes noisy or disruptive, you should take him or 
her out of the meeting hall. We have designated rooms or areas at each 
Feast site for parents with crying infants or disruptive children. We 
call them “parents’ rooms” or “mothers’ rooms.” These may be used 
for nursing, changing a diaper or quieting a disruptive child. Sound 
(and in some cases video) is usually available in these rooms, so parents 
will not miss the messages. 

These rooms should not be used as playrooms for your children 
to run and play with other children or make unnecessary noise, and 
they should not be used for public discipline. Public discipline of a 
child can be a serious offense in some states, and an employee of the 
meeting facility or another person who witnesses the discipline may 
report it to authorities. Discipline should always be done in private 
and never in public. Some people do not understand the scriptures or 
purpose for loving discipline and may feel any discipline is a form of 
abuse.

As mentioned above, it is often helpful to buy your infants 
and children quiet toys to play with during services, so they do not 
become anxious or bored and so they will be less likely to cry or make 
distracting noise.

A sick child
If your child becomes sick during the Feast, please practice the 

principle of quarantine and keep your child away from other children. 
Do not bring him or her to services. The Feast is a time when many 
children play together, and an illness may quickly spread from family 

to family if we are not careful. Everyone wants to enjoy the Feast, and 
no one wants to be responsible for illness hampering that!

We will have elders at each Feast site who are available to come to 
your accommodations to anoint your child if he or she is sick. Simply 
call the phone number listed in the Festival brochure distributed at 
your site.

Make sure your children get plenty of rest, exercise and good, 
healthy food while at the Feast. Remember, junk food and too many 
sweets often lead to illness. Prevention is the best way to avoid illness 
while at the Feast. 

Children can serve too
We all want to build a heart of service in our children. It’s God’s 

way to give to others (Acts 5:29). A great opportunity to set an ex-
ample and teach our children about service is to volunteer to serve at 
the Feast. We can also encourage our children to serve at the Feast. 

Singing in the children’s choir is an excellent way to learn to 
serve. The music comes out before the Feast, and parents can encour-
age their children to learn the songs and sing in the children’s choir as 
a way to serve and praise God. 

There are opportunities for older children and teens to serve as 
well. They can volunteer to help at the activities that are scheduled, 
such as the family day, teen activity, children’s classes, etc. They can 
offer to help usher and distribute hymnals, assist at the information 
table, sing in the Festival choir, play an instrument for special music, 
help on the parking crew, or serve other families by offering to babysit 
so the parents of young children can have a dinner out. There are so 
many ways our children can learn to serve while at the Feast.

Make time for your children
Often the Feast becomes a busy time, especially for parents who 

may be serving in more than one area. There have been years I have 
seen children passed between parents and babysitters, and they have 
felt neglected or even ignored during the Feast. The Feast should 
be a time for families to be together. Of course, spending time with 
other families and friends is wonderful and to be expected, but we as 
parents must make sure we spend time with our children. Balance the 
time you spend serving and with family and friends, and reinforce 
the meaning of the Feast by sharing the joy of the Festival with your 
children. 

The Feast offers great opportunities to build wonderful and last-
ing memories together as a family! OA

A great opportunity to set an example and teach our  
children about service is to volunteer to serve at the Feast.

We hope you will make plans to join 
us in Louisville, Kentucky, for the 2016 
Winter Family Weekend! Each year 
hundreds of households from all over 
the United States—and some from other 
countries—share four days of fellowship, 
education, sports, music and fun. Details 
about this year’s event, as well as where 
to register and how to make reservations, 
will come out after the Feast. It begins on 
Friday night, Dec. 23, and runs through 
Tuesday night, Dec. 27.
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No, the end of a human relationship 
doesn’t necessarily mean it began without 
love. You didn’t say so, but I suspect you are 
thinking of the words “love never fails.” Those 
words assure us that God’s love is eternal 
or without end. However, the love of which 
humans are capable falls short of perfection. 
Even human love for God can fail, as we ex-
plain in the article “Unpardonable Sin: What 
Is It?” The book of Hebrews uses the words 
“fall away,” but “fall” doesn’t mean slipping 
or tripping into something unintentionally. It 
means sinning deliberately and never recon-
ciling with God. 

Similarly, a person can’t “fall” in love or 
out of love. The idea that people “fall” in love 
is a myth that our modern culture has come 
to accept as reality. This description typically 
refers to physical or sexual attraction—not the 
mature, committed love upon which a lasting 
marriage is based. Marriages based only upon 
attraction often encounter difficult struggles 
and are not likely to endure. (See “The Gift of 
Sex” and “Questions About Sex Answered by 
the Bible.”)

That doesn’t mean physical or sexual attrac-
tion is necessarily “lustful, fleshly or worldly.” 
God created physical attraction to help draw 
people to each other, but it is only one aspect 
of marriage. Today’s world often portrays this 
type of love as the entire basis for marriage. 
Rather than acting upon sexual attraction—as 
many couples do today—Christian couples 
save sex for its designed place—only within 
marriage. True love doesn’t occur instantly, but 
rather, it grows over time. An ideal relation-
ship begins with friendship, which deepens 

the more two people get to know each other. 
A deep respect for each other’s values and life 
choices should grow along with the friend-
ship. Affection, attraction, friendship and 
respect blend together to form the foundation 
upon which a lasting marriage can be built.

And love should continue to grow after 
marriage. Married couples need to spend 
quality time with each other. Misunderstand-
ings and unintentional wounding inevitably 
occur in any marriage, but a dedicated couple 
works through these issues. In doing so, their 
love deepens. In fact, most couples real-
ize after their love matures that their initial 
love—regardless of how healthy it was—was 
superficial in comparison. 

If they neglect their relationship, their 
feelings certainly will wither away. Someone 
who says, “I just don’t feel the same love that 
I used to feel for you” is acknowledging that 
one or both parties allowed the relationship 
to stagnate. It does not necessarily mean that 
their early relationship was without love. The 
love of a marriage will never fail if the couple 
is committed to making it succeed.

For more detailed guidance, I suggest that 
you read “The Joys and Challenges of Com-
munication.” Marriage counselors universally 
recognize that communication is critical to a 
healthy marriage. Scroll down from this short 
introduction, and you will see several articles 
on communication issues. I also encourage 
you to dig into the resources introduced by 
“How to Have a Happy Marriage.” In this 
section you’ll find several articles on common 
marital issues, including counsel on how to 
solve them.  OA

personal contact

Given the biblical definition 
of love in 1 Corinthians 13 
in the context of romantic 
relationships, is there such 

a thing as “falling out 
of love”? When people 

decide to end relationships 
because they no longer 

feel the love they used to 
have for their partners, 
is it logical to think that 

there wasn’t really any love 
between the two to begin 

with? (Note: The premise 
in the couple relationship 

here excludes any 
lustful, fleshly or worldly 

attributes.)

Q a
with CeCil Maranville

Through this column, we want 
to provide you with a window 
on the work of the Personal 
Correspondence Department. 
Because we interact mostly with 
people new to God’s truth, some 
topics might not seem directly 
applicable to you. But think how 
you would answer the question 
if someone asked it of you! And 
many answers will contain spiritual 
principles that you can apply in 
your life, even if the question isn’t 
one you would ask.

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/sin/unpardonable-sin/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/sin/unpardonable-sin/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/marriage/the-gift-of-sex/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/marriage/the-gift-of-sex/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/sin/questions-about-sex/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/sin/questions-about-sex/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/communication/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/communication/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/marriage/
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church          Potluck
What’s cooking in your congregation?

The Athens, Ohio, congregation held its annual yard sale 
fund-raiser on July 3, 2016, with help from the congregations 
in Parkersburg and Morgantown, West Virginia. Despite 
the occasional appearance of “liquid sunshine” throughout 
the day, the yard sale was able to bring in $300, which will 
be used to support the local congregations, helping victims 
of the recent flooding in West Virginia, as well as members 
in southern Africa. The yard sale also provided members a 
heart-warming opportunity to enjoy fellowship.

Joshua Travers

Athens Yard Sale Raises 
$300 Despite Occasional Rain

Austin Teens Honor 
Seniors With High Tea

On the Sabbath of Aug. 6, 2016, the seniors of the Austin, 
Texas, congregation were treated to a beautiful luncheon. 
Conversation and laughter flowed over delicate sandwiches, 
dainty cups of tea and light desserts. It was not only a lovely 
way to honor our seniors, who are such lights and examples 
in our congregation, but it was also an opportunity for some 
of our teens to practice service to the brethren, which they 
did admirably. All in attendance were very pleased with the 
afternoon.

Michaela McMillin

Saying good-bye is never easy, especially when 
we must say good-bye to someone who has become 
a very special part of our lives. The Columbia and 
Florence, South Carolina, and Augusta, Georgia, 
brethren said their good-byes in their own way to 
Donna Waterhouse as she made her final visit to 
each congregation before moving to Texas.

On the Sabbath of June 25, 2016, the Columbia 
congregation honored Mrs. Waterhouse with a 
special get-together following services. Everyone 
enjoyed a combination of heavy hors d’oeuvres, 
sweets and punch while sharing conversation and 
a few tears. The brethren presented Mrs. Water-
house with a small gift, which didn’t begin to ex-
press their love and the fond memories they have 
of the time the Waterhouses were in the Columbia 
area.  

The following Sabbath, July 2, Mrs. Waterhouse 
traveled to Florence. During a potluck meal, the 
brethren reminisced about the years the Water-
houses were there. The congregation presented 
Mrs. Waterhouse with a cake that included a very 
special farewell message for her.

To complete her “farewell tour,” Mrs. Water-
house spent the Sabbath of July 9 with the Augusta 
congregation. A lovely lemon cake, prepared 
especially for the occasion, provided a sweet finale 
to a delicious potluck meal. The congregation pre-
sented Mrs. Waterhouse with gifts of appreciation, 
including a hand-blown glass bowl and a pottery 
bowl crafted by local artists in Columbia and Au-
gusta, respectively.

It was with very heavy hearts that we had to 
say good-bye to our beloved pastor Don Water-
house after he died in Washington D.C. on May 
10. He and Mrs. Waterhouse served the Columbia, 
Florence and Augusta congregations for 14 years. 
During those years a very special bond was formed 
between the Waterhouses and the brethren they 
so lovingly and faithfully served. That bond will 
endure, severed neither by death nor distance.

Mrs. Waterhouse relocated to Humble, Texas, 
in mid-July. We wish her all the best as she makes 
this transition. She will be sorely missed.

Ann Hewston,  
Nancy Lochner  

& Faye Campbell 

Three 
Congregations 
Say Farewell 

to Donna 
Waterhouse
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Over Memorial Day weekend, 21 campers and four day 
visitors came together at Cheaha State Park in Alabama. 
Campers hailed from Atlanta, Georgia; Birmingham,  
Alabama; and Laurel, Mississippi. We shared food and  
fellowship all weekend long. Activities included hiking to 
Bald Rock, fishing, swimming in creeks and waterfalls, 
enjoying outstanding views, Bible plays by the children, a 
Friday night Bible study and discussion around the  
campfire, and an air-conditioned Sabbath service in the 
park’s activity building. 

All who attended contributed in many ways to make 
this long weekend out in the woods together a special one. 
Attendees pitched in to gather and split wood for the group 
campfire, to share food and drink, to help with small  
children, to put on Bible plays, to leave a hammock for the 
kids to enjoy, to serve at church services, to teach fishing, 
and to give encouraging words and jokes around the camp-
fire.

We came away feeling that what is more important than 
the place we choose are the people who come.

Cindy Harper

Brethren Enjoy Special 
Weekend at Memorial 

Day Campout

Over 180 of your family members from the Dallas area 
gathered together on June 19, 2016, to share a picnic at the 
Sandy Lake Amusement Park in Carrollton, Texas.

The weather was sunny and lovely as the group enjoyed a 
meal of beef brisket, played corn hole, rode amusement park 
rides and fellowshipped.

Some tried their hand at bumper cars, others cooled off in 
the pool, and others started a game of Frisbee. Food, fellow-
ship and fun filled the day.

As summer marched on and brethren scattered with 
various trips, camps, summer plans and work, it was a 
wonderful experience to share the day together, relaxing and 
reconnecting.

Mary Lallier

Dallas Brethren Beat the 
Heat at Summer Picnic

In April and May the Dallas, Texas, teen girls, worked on an FOI Hill-
top project to help children at the Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children 
(TSRHC). Started in 1921 to treat young people with polio, the hospital now 
helps children and teens with orthopedic issues. TSRHC accepts insurance, 
but if patients cannot afford to pay, the hospital will treat them for free. 

For several weeks, we collected activity books, crayons, colored pencils, 
books, games, stickers and even toys. Then a Hilltop grant helped us buy 
even more items. On May 27 four of us, representing the 21 Dallas teen girls 
involved in the project, delivered our donation and took a tour of the  
hospital.

We learned a lot about the project as we worked on it. Perhaps the most  
interesting thing was that a mother of two of the teen girls received treatment 
at the hospital when she was younger. We were glad to be able to help children 
who are facing such big challenges.

Anna Kate Wine

Dallas Teen Girls Donate Activity Supplies 
to Local Hospital in Hilltop Project
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We encourage members to send announcements to be featured in One Accord. We feature events in 
members’ lives, including baptisms, births, engagements, weddings, significant anniversaries (25, 40, 

50, 60, etc.), and obituaries. Typically they run between 50 and 100 words; however, we ask that all 
submissions stay under 250 words. Please submit a high-resolution color photo along with the written 

copy to your congregation’s reporter.

announcements

Lucyanna Olivia Derks

Jason and Michelle Derks of Eau Claire, 
Wisconsin, welcomed Lucyanna Olivia on 
July 9, 2016. Lucy weighed 6 pounds 1 ounce 
and measured 19 inches. Proud brothers 
Trent and Mason are very excited to have a 
sister in the family. The Derks family is doing 
well. 

BIRTHS

ANNIVERSARIES

Albert and Elvira Lang

Albert and Elvira Lang, previously from 
Germany but now residing in South Africa, 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 
on July 1, 2016. Albert and Elvira attend the 
Durban congregation of the Church of God, 
a Worldwide Association, and treated the 
brethren to lunch on the Sabbath afternoon 
of July 2.   

Neville Smith

Buel and Peggy Dame
On April 30, 2016, the Sedgwick, 

Arkansas, congregation celebrated Buel 

and Peggy Dame’s 50th anniversary with a 
reception and cake provided by the Dames’ 
three daughters.

The church building was filled with the 
laughter and fellowship of family and friends 
helping them celebrate their milestone! After-
wards, we all enjoyed a slide show of pictures 
and music, taking us through their 50-year 
journey together.

Peggy Pulliam met Buel in fifth grade. 
He would sit behind her in class and pull her 
blonde pigtails just to pester her. They married 
after high school on May 29, 1966. They both 
grew up in the Walnut Ridge/Sedgwick 
community and still live on the family farm 
and land where Buel grew up. 

The Dames have three beautiful daugh-
ters, Ronda Pattillo, Andrea Kapales, and Jill 
Whitley. They have seven grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren. Buel and Peggy 
continue to be loving examples and pillars 
within the Sedgwick congregation, and we 
appreciate all their service to God and His 
people. 

Deba Adkins

Richard and Lois Pershall

The Van Buren, Arkansas, congrega-
tion honored Richard and Lois Pershall 
with a special breakfast and an anniversary 
cake for their 60th wedding anniversary on 
June 18, 2016.

Back in 1955, when gas was 13 cents 
a gallon, it was easy for Richard to drive 
to the Kelly home to pick up his date, a 
pretty Irish lass by the name of Lois Kelly. 
Their dates normally consisted of a trip to 
the Whataburger drive-in for a delicious 
meal consisting of a burger, fries and a 
Coke for the price of 35 cents.

Richard and Lois met on a blind date; 
and even though they immediately liked 
each other, they courted for a year before 

marrying on June 21, 1956, in Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma.

The Pershalls have one son and two 
adopted daughters. They have five grand-
children and eight great-grandchildren. 
Richard is a veteran of the Korean War.

In 1968 a friend invited Lois to attend 
Sabbath services with her, and she was 
baptized by Bill Cowan in January of 
1969. Richard was baptized in July of 2010 
by Roger West. They are both grateful for 
God’s calling and their many friends in the 
Church. 

When asked the secret to a long marriage, 
they both agreed that it takes perseverance 
and lots and lots of love.

Congratulations to the happy couple!
Aurora Gossett

John and Betty Quast 

John and Betty Quast celebrated their 
50th anniversary on July 23, 2016. The lively 
couple first met when John was 11 and Betty 
was 9. Seven years later, they met again at the 
skating rink and started dating. They were 
wed on July 23, 1966. 

In 1968 they came into God’s Church and 
were baptized the following year. Mr. and 
Mrs. Quast have thoroughly enjoyed mar-
riage and have always sought to honor God 
with their marriage. Through ups and downs, 
their commitment to God and to each other 
has strengthened their love. 

The Quasts were surprised with an  
anniversary celebration on July 16 by the 
members of the Eau Claire, Wisconsin, 
congregation. Mr. Quast serves as an elder 
and Mrs. Quast is a deaconess. They live in 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin, most of the year and 
spend winters with the congregation of  
Phoenix, Arizona. They are a fantastic  
example to all who know them. 

Liz Boyle
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OBITUARIES

Kathleen Ruth Anderson 

Kathleen Ruth Anderson (née Collins) 
was born in Glencoe, South Africa, on Dec. 
24, 1928, and died peacefully on Wednesday, 
July 21, 2016, at the Pinetown Nursing Home.

Kathy, as she was known to family and 
friends, had seven children, 21 grandchildren 
and 20 great-grandchildren and loved to 
spend time with her family.

She began attending Sabbath services 
in the late 1970s and has been a baptized 
member of God’s Church for 30 years. Kathy 
attended the Durban congregation and 
rarely missed a service, Bible study or church 
activity. Toward the end of her life, she was 
unable to attend but remained faithful to her 
calling. She will be missed by all who knew 
her.

Neville Smith

Bernard Eugene Conrad 

On the Sabbath of July 30, the Houston 
South, Texas, congregation held a memorial 
for Bernie Conrad after services. Bernard  
Eugene Conrad, 80, died in his sleep the 
morning of Sunday, July 24, 2016. His wife 
of 61 years, seven children, 22 grandchildren 
and 12 great-grandchildren survive him.

Mr. Conrad was born on Feb. 26, 1936, to 
Mary Elizabeth (Simms) Conrad and James 
Delmar Conrad of Hannibal, Missouri. He 
married Jacklene (Jackie) Mae Taylor on June 
17, 1955, in Hannibal. Mr. and Mrs. Conrad 
began attending Church in the 1960s and 
were baptized in 1965.

Bernie, as he was affectionately known, 
will be fondly remembered for his sense of 
humor, his love of Wrigley’s Doublemint gum 
and always having a white hanky. He retired 
from Time Warner in 1991. He was an active 
member of the Church and coached youth 
basketball for several years. He was an avid 
reader and a student of history. He enjoyed 
researching his ancestors, who were among 
the first settlers of this country. 

Though he was unable to attend for the 
last couple of years, Bernie will always be 
remembered for the laughter and joy he 
brought to our lives. 

Susan Scott Smith

Reggie Peterson

Reginald Joseph (Reggie) Peterson died as 
a result of complications during aortic valve 
replacement surgery on July 28, 2016. He was 
placed on life-support equipment after suffer-
ing a heart seizure and, despite all efforts by 
the hospital surgical staff, died around 4 p.m. 
on the Sabbath of July 30. 

He was born on Jan. 28, 1958, in Quincy, 
Illinois, and was baptized at age 19 on June 
30, 1977. He married Ingrid Marilyn Nowak 
on Jan. 11, 1986, and together they had one 
son, David Michael. After graduation from 
Control Data Institute, Reggie pursued a 
career in the banking industry and was even-
tually employed by HSBC Bank as a business 
continuity manager. 

He was ordained a deacon in 1995 by 
Colin Adair, while serving in the Fort  
Lauderdale, Florida, congregation. At the 
time of his death, Reggie was serving in the 
St. Petersburg, Florida, congregation with 
Larry Greider.

Music was a very important part of his 
life. He was both multitalented and outgoing, 

Leroy Smith

Leroy Smith, 82, of the Little Rock, Ar-
kansas, congregation, died in hospice care on 
Tuesday, March 29, 2016, several days after 
suffering a debilitating stroke.

He was born April 17, 1933, in Chickasha, 
Oklahoma, the youngest of two brothers. He 
was directly descended from the Choctaw 
Indian tribe in Oklahoma. 

Leroy started attending the Worldwide 
Church of God in 1967 as part of the Little 
Rock congregation. He was baptized in 
1970. He was always a very active part of the 
congregation through the years. If anyone 
needed anything, Leroy was always there to 
assist. He was well-known for helping others, 
and oftentimes it was to the neglect of his 
own needs.

Leroy spent the last few years in a nursing 
home and was only able to attend services 
sporadically. A memorial service was held in 
Little Rock on April 10. It was conducted by 
Justin Adkins and was well-attended by those 
who had known him throughout the years. 
Many Leroy stories were shared, as he was 
remembered with great fondness. 

He lived a difficult life and had many ups 
and downs, but he would tell you that he did 
the best he could and that he had no regrets. 
He longed for the return of Jesus Christ and 
the coming Kingdom of God, for which he 
now patiently awaits. 

Leroy is survived by five children and 
their families. 

Justin Adkins

enjoying opportunities to entertain and also 
lending his hands to musical compositions.

Besides Ingrid and their son David, 
survivors include his parents, Ron and Jean 
Peterson of Lakeland, Florida; sons from a 
previous marriage, Ben and Chris; sisters, 
Rhonda Clore, Robin Morelli, Teresa West-
wood and Brenda Wendling; and brothers, 
Rick and Jeff.

Charles Haughee 




