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FFoundation Institute, Center for Biblical Education, 
held its fourth graduation on Sunday, May 15, 2016. It 
was a wonderful day! In fact, it was a wonderful week-
end! With 15 students, this was our smallest class so far. 
Fourteen received certificates of completion, and one 
student, Jeff Caudle, audited the classes, having recently 
relocated to the area from New Zealand. Because of the 
small size, this class bonded early on in the school year 
and continued to grow closer as the year progressed. It 
was a real joy to watch them work together so well.

In the course of nine months we provide FI students 
with an overview of Scripture, with classes on doctrine, 
prophecy, the Pentateuch, biblical history, the life of 
Jesus Christ, the Epistles of Paul, the General Epistles, 
principles of Christianity, principles of service and a 
history of the Church. Our goal is to provide all of our 
students with a gift of knowledge that will assist them 
in a lifelong relationship with God and their fellow 
Christians. 

The weekend activities began with a Friday night ice 
cream social for graduates and their family members. 
The next day we had an overflow crowd at Sabbath ser-
vices. One of our graduating FI students, Jacob Golden, 
gave the sermonette about appreciating our calling and 
making sure we don’t let it slip away from us. An all-
female ensemble of graduates performed special music, 
and I gave the sermon on how we should view things 
through a biblical prism and not the prism of the world. 

For the graduation ceremony on Sunday we assigned 
David Johnson, one of the faculty members, to give the 
keynote address. During his message, Mr. Johnson had 
this to say about the importance of the FI experience:

“The treasure of God’s truth, which we carry about 
inside these fragile, frequently flawed, unimpressive, 
clay vessels, is a priceless treasure; and in spite of our 
frailty, that treasure has been entrusted to us for pres-
ervation and passing along. Its value lies in its power 
to enable an extraordinary God to transform ordinary 
people into something far greater than any man has ever 
imagined. And the beauty of this treasure is that it is 
meant to be shared. In fact, rather than being dimin-
ished by sharing as any physical treasure would be, it be-
comes even greater when shared. Though it is a treasure 
that will ultimately be offered to all mankind, by God’s 
decision it is shared with a small number today—indi-
viduals who are expected, according to Jesus’ parables, 
to put that treasure to work.”
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personal from the president

At the conclusion of his message, Mr. Johnson 
quoted Matthew 7:24: “Therefore whoever hears these 
sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a 
wise man who built his house on the rock.” Mr. Johnson 
challenged the students to go back to their local congre-
gations and build on the foundation of knowledge they 
received at FI.

We have now accepted 27 students for the 2016-2017 
class. The maximum number allowed in our classroom 
is 26, but we have a plan whereby we will be able to ac-
commodate all 27 without violating any fire codes. Still, 
it will be tight! Everyone is looking forward to a full 
classroom this next year with an almost equal number 
of male and female students.  

We had a great time at the FI graduation! The stu-
dents, the faculty, the family members from around the 
country, and the local members of the Dallas congrega-
tion all contributed to a very special weekend. So, even 
as we salute the graduates of 2016, we turn our atten-
tion to a new class (scheduled to arrive in the middle of 
August) when the process will begin all over again, for 
the fifth time!

2016 FI Graduation

Jim Franks
President
Church of God, a Worldwide Association
@jimbfranks

C
o

ve
r 

p
h

o
to

 b
y 

C
h

an
te

lle
 W

es
t



June 2016 3

© 2016 Church of God, a Worldwide Association, 
Inc. All rights Reserved.
Ministerial Board of Directors: David Baker, Arnold 
Hampton, Joel Meeker, Richard Pinelli, Larry Salyer, 
Richard Thompson and Leon Walker
President: Jim Franks; Media operation manager: 
Clyde Kilough; Managing editor: Elizabeth Glasgow; 
Copy editor: Becky Bennett; Layout designer: 
Chantelle West
Doctrinal reviewers: Neil Hart, Jack Hendren, Steve 
Moody, Frank Pierce 

One Accord is published monthly, except April and 
October, online at members.cogwa.org by the Church 
of God, a Worldwide  Association, Inc.
All scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, 
are taken from the New King James Version (© 1982 
by Thomas Nelson, Inc.). Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 
By submitting photographs or articles to the Church 
of God, a Worldwide Association, Inc. (“Church”) or to 
One Accord, a contributor gives the Church permission 
and a nonexclusive license to use or publish any 
such submissions without any compensation to the 
contributor.  The contributor further agrees that any 
such submission will be construed in the broadest 
possible terms, including, but not limited to, the right 
to edit, crop or otherwise manipulate the submission.

4

JUNE 2016
OneAccord Contents

6

C
o

ve
r 

p
h

o
to

 b
y 

C
h

an
te

lle
 W

es
t

10

Foundation Institute 
A Foundation for the Rest  
of Your Life

A Quick Trip to Southern Africa

Writer’s Block
Five Things Our Father Does That 
Parents Should Do

Personal Contact 
Are Jesus’ Teachings About Divorce 
Only for Jews?

Boot Scoot

Church Potluck

Announcements

4

6
8

9

10
11
14

http://members.cogwa.org


4 One Accord cogwa.org

A Foundation 
for the Rest 
of Your Life
By Jennifer Bowman

A 2016 Foundation Institute graduate reflects on a year 
of foundation building.

Photos by Kelly Cunningham (this page), Mary Lallier and Erik Jones (opposite page)

Left to right Clyde Kilough, Erik Jones, Jim Franks, Sydney Vice, Emily Burt, Collin Jones, Jennifer 
Bowman, Jacob Golden, Erica Bennett, Alexia Rickard, Harrison Jones, Ralph Levy, Kathy  
Cochrane, Jeff Caudle, Ranti Fagbemi, Kashawn Willis, Rachel Luecke, Brittany Woodall, Mary 
Lallier and David Johnson.
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Another graduating class is off to practice 
what’s been preached at Foundation Institute.

With laughter, tears and plans for a future 
reunion, students finished their last day of 
classes on May 12, 2016, and shared a week-
end of fellowship, food and many photos with 
their family and friends. 

The weekend began with an ice cream social Friday night, giv-
ing students the opportunity to meet the family members visiting 
for graduation. The families had the opportunity to see the FI 
classroom and took a tour of the office. Services on the Sabbath 
were extra special with special music sung by some of the gradu-
ates and celebration refreshments afterwards.

The capstone of the weekend was when 14 students received the 
diplomas for which they worked so hard all year. That moment sum-
marized a year of hard work, intense biblical study, deep friendships, 
broadened perspectives, personal growth and so much more.

Kathy Cochrane had dreamed of attending the Church’s educa-
tion program for 15 years before the opportunity finally arose this 
year. “It was like being bathed in the Word every day—living in a 
zone where everyone was like-minded, not worrying about people 
saying something unkind or whether they are serving unclean 
food,” she said. “It was like living in in an isolated, protected envi-
ronment.”

Foundation Institute takes students on an intense journey 
through the entire Bible, with supplemental classes on Christian 
living and serving in the Church. Students leave FI with binders of 
notes and handouts that can assist their study for the rest of their 
lives.

The class was inquisitive and sparked group discussions and 
many questions to keep the instructors on their toes.

“It was definitely one of the brightest groups of students that 
I’ve taught,” Ralph Levy said. “They had some very good questions. 
We very much enjoyed teaching this group. It was a small group, 
but an excellent group.”

A deeper understanding of the Bible is only one of the things 
students took home with them as they left FI. Students learned 

about serving in the Church and participated in projects such 
as producing an episode of In Accord, writing blog posts and 
creating a yearbook. The program also offered many opportunities 
for students to spend time together outside of class, creating deep 
connections that will last the rest of their lives.

Sydney Vice came from Baton Rouge, Louisiana, to attend FI 
and decided to stay in the Dallas area after graduation. “I have 
been able to make deeper friendships by spending so much time 
with other people in the Church,” she said. “I am not the most 
outgoing person, so to meet and connect with that many people at 
once who have the same mind is really neat.”

As this year’s FI students packed their bags and moved on to 
the next stage of their lives, David Johnson sent them off with his 
graduation address on May 15.

“We now send you out with confidence and assurance that 
God in you will make you more than you have ever dreamed,” he 
said. “You graduates have now become trustees of a great treasure. 
We are confident that you, with Jesus Christ living in you, will 
ultimately receive a priceless reward for the time you have shared 
with us.”

To find out more about Foundation Institute, Center for Biblical 
Education, go to FoundationInstitute.org! OA
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A Quick Trip to Southern Africa
Doug and Tanya Horchak travel to South Africa and Zambia to visit brethren and hold classes for local leaders.
By Doug Horchak

M
y wife and I arrived at Tambo Airport in Johan-
nesburg, South Africa, just after 7 a.m. on Thurs-
day, April 28, and met regional pastor Morgen 
Kriedemann. We delivered a suitcase filled with 
EEI Parenting Manuals to him, as that was much 
cheaper than shipping! We also were able to talk for 

a few hours over a cup of coffee. We then checked in for our South 
African Airways flight to Lusaka, Zambia, and departed at 1 p.m. 
Kambani and Shirley Banda were at the airport in Lusaka when 
we arrived and offered a very warm and happy welcome to us.

In past visits, we’ve either stayed at a small guesthouse at the 
Bandas’ home or camped with the brethren at the Church prop-
erty. This time we stayed at a newer, small hotel in Lusaka. It was 
very clean and safe and served good food; however, due to an on-
going national energy policy, the electricity was only on 12 hours 
a day—and even that schedule varied! During the “off” hours, the 
local population uses power inverters, which limit the electric-
ity to lights and appliances. They do not power air-conditioning; 
however, the weather was so mild that not having air-conditioning 
for half of the day was fine. That said, we only had Internet about 
30 percent of the time at the hotel.

Meeting with the Zambian brethren
The next day—the last day of Unleavened Bread—we drove out 

to the Church property and spent the entire day with the breth-
ren. It was wonderful to see the members, many of whom have 
attended the summer English classes over the past seven years. 
They greeted us as we drove up and gave us many and varied 
handshakes and hugs. Mr. Banda gave the sermon in the morning 

service, and afterward we had lunch. The afternoon service began 
with the ordination of Haban Moonga (from Nalubanda) as a 
deacon, and then I gave the sermon. 

The next morning Tanya and I drove back to the Verino 
(Church) property for the Sabbath. We had afternoon services, fol-
lowed by a lunch of goat meat, chicken, nshima (cooked corn meal) 
and stewed greens. We had a total attendance of 173 on both the 
holy day and the weekly Sabbath.

On Sunday, the deacons and leaders helped the members take 
down their tents and prepare for departure to their homes in 
Nalubanda, Kasumpa and Mapoko. After the members had all 
departed, we then held classes for the deacons and their wives, as 
well as three other local leaders. I covered the topics of “Serving in 
the Local Church” and “Pitfalls of Service.” The material for the 
second class came from our new Leadership Training Program, 
which we are in the process of developing for our pastors around 
the world. With the time it took to cover those topics, answer 
questions and hold a discussion, we were there until almost sunset! 
However, the classes were interrupted by a nice lunch fixed by Mrs. 
Banda and the ladies.

On Monday, we spent a good part of the day with the Bandas 
and accompanied them to Chongwe to visit a young boy who had 
become very ill that Sunday and had been taken to a rural hos-
pital. Seven-year-old Jonathan Ndiya had been suffering with a 
severe fever for two nights, but was improving when we saw him 
on Monday afternoon. It was good to visit little Jonathan and his 
father. We purchased some food locally and brought it to them 
before we departed, as the hospital staff does not provide food 
for patients. While we were there, Shirley Banda helped a mother 
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A Quick Trip to Southern Africa

comfort her baby (who had an abscess on its little belly) 
while the mother searched for the nurse. Tanya had a chance 
to hold the young child for a while as well, and it served as 
a sobering reminder of how quality health care is hard to 
come by in this part of the world. We hoped that Jonathan 
would be discharged the next day, but since that hospital has 
no working phones, we didn’t receive any confirmation prior 
to our flight home on Tuesday morning.

Experiencing Mosi-Oa-Tunya
On Tuesday we flew to Livingstone, Zambia, for a few 

days. Livingstone, situated on the Zambezi River at Victoria 
Falls, is the former capital of Zambia. Victoria Falls is an 
overwhelming experience. We got drenched by the mist (it’s 
more like pouring rain!) despite wearing our rented rain 
coats. The locals call the falls Mosi-Oa-Tunya, which means 
“the smoke that thunders.” 

We also visited the Livingstone Museum, which was 
fascinating. Inside is a special room that recounts the life 
of David Livingstone and the missionary work he did in 
South and East Africa in the mid-1800s. The room featured 
pictures of Livingstone as well as many of the actual letters 
Livingstone wrote back to his colleagues and family during 
his three missionary journeys to Africa. Livingstone was 
determined to accomplish three things during his decades of 
time in Africa:

1. To convert the Africans.
2. To attempt to blunt the slave trade of the Muslims.
3. To find the source of the Nile River. 

The displays also recounted his discovery of what became 
known as Victoria Falls while traveling the Zambezi River 
on his first journey. He was the first mzungu (white man) to 
see the falls. 

After our time in Livingstone, we traveled back to Johan-
nesburg to spend time with the South African ministry. On 
Friday, May 6, we had meetings in which we discussed the 
Focused Mentoring Program and the topics from the last 
Pastoral Continuing Education classes. My wife and I met 
with the young adults from Johannesburg on Sabbath morn-
ing prior to services in the afternoon. Then we met with the 
South African board on Sunday morning, May 8, before 
returning to the United States that evening. OA

Tanya Horchak with four sisters (Mersial, Lenny, Lissy and Mary) 
from the area of Mapoko, which is four hours from Lusaka. 
Mary is a paraplegic and uses a hand-propelled “wheelchair 
bike” to travel to services 7 kilometers (4.3 miles) each way 
most Sabbaths. Her sister Lissy has been blind for the past 
20 years. They are a wonderful group of ladies who have 
remained faithful through trying circumstances.
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C
hildren have a constant need for attention. They can 
be very demanding. Parents are responsible to discern 
what needs to be addressed and how to work with 
their children. How we address each situation shapes 
our child for the future. 

Thankfully, parents have a great example to follow in how to 
fulfill their responsibilities—God the Father! Let’s explore five 
important things our Father does for us that we should be doing 
for our children.

1. Be the mediator and the judge
As much as my sons love each other, I often intervene to break 

up fights. As they get older, I am encouraging them to work out 
their differences without telling their mother or me. It is when the 
name calling gets hurtful and they get physical that I have to step 
in and remind them that they love each other and that they need 
to stop.

Likewise, God reminds us that we should work out our dif-
ferences by showing love and mercy to one another, always being 
mindful of Him. Jesus Christ reminds us to “be merciful, just as 
your Father also is merciful” (Luke 6:36).

2. Discipline with mercy
Parents are often advised, “Don’t discipline your children in an-

ger.” Unfortunately, anger happens more often than we would like. 
(See “Overcoming Dangerous Emotions: Anger” and “What Does 
the Bible Say About Anger?” for help with this.) The important 
thing to remember is to encourage, teach and be merciful. Encour-
agement is a priceless tool. We should always remind our children 
that we love them and we want what is best for them when we are 
disciplining them. 

In Hosea 11 God expresses His love for His child, Israel. In 
verses 8-9 God asks, “How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I 
hand you over, Israel? … My heart churns within Me; My sympa-
thy is stirred. I will not execute the fierceness of My anger; I will 
not again destroy Ephraim. For I am God, and not man, the Holy 
One in your midst; and I will not come with terror.”

When raising my own kids, I’ve found my frustration can over-
whelm my ability to be encouraging. It is at times like this when 
mercy is so important. Instead of a hastily devised harsh punish-
ment, a good, old-fashioned time-out can come in handy. Some 
quiet time can take three rambunctious children and make them 
very aware of their surroundings. 

When Miriam rebelled against Moses in Numbers 12, she was 
punished with leprosy. Moses cried out to God to heal her. God 

responded in verse 14, “If her father had but spit in her face, would 
she not be shamed seven days? Let her be shut out of the camp 
seven days, and afterward she may be received again.” Her punish-
ment wasn’t to be leprous the rest of her life, but was similar to a 
very serious time-out.

3. Spend time with your children
When I was a child, my father spent a lot of time on the road. 

While many kids were camping, going to ball games and sharing 
their accomplishments with their dads, I often didn’t. He wasn’t a 
bad dad; it was just how he provided for the family. Unfortunately, 
his absence put a lot of strain on the family. That experience helps 
me realize that I need to be present as often as I can to lead and 
encourage my family. 

God promises similar encouragement in Psalm 34:18: “The 
Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves such 
as have a contrite spirit.” Jesus Christ also promised in Matthew 
28:20, “Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” The 
presence of God in our lives is what gives us the encouragement to 
keep going, even in difficult times. If God is with us, who can be 
against us?

4. Establish and enforce rules 
It seems that today’s kids often have their parents “tied around 

their finger.” It is important while they are young to establish 
boundaries within and outside the home. Boundaries help chil-
dren learn to be functional adults by accepting responsibility, 
knowing limitations and handling disappointment.

Likewise, God has established 10 Commandments for us to live 
by. They are 10 basic instructions for loving God and loving other 
people. They are designed to keep us safe and help us to live happy 
lives (Proverbs 29:18)! Although life is full of ups and downs, keep-
ing God’s commandments is the first step to having a relationship 
with the God who gives us hope.

Exodus 20:12 tells us to honor our parents. Establishing this 
rule inside and outside the home can help our children trust us 
as parents and grow in confidence. Teaching our children to obey 
this commandment also offers them a potential blessing. The com-
mandment promises, “That your days may be long upon the land 
which the Lord your God is giving you.” 

5. Keep your promises 
Anyone who has ever experienced the heartbreak of a broken 

promise knows how difficult it is to regain trust. My oldest son 
Michael has some pretty strong desires when it comes to his bed-
time routine. If I have to work late and will not be home to do our 
routine, he says to me, “Make sure you come and kiss me when 
you get home.” I always oblige. If he is unsure whether I will, he 
asks me to wake him up. I will often agree to the request no matter 
what the hour, so he knows that I am home. 

If I promise to do this and don’t follow through, I show him our 
relationship is not important and I can’t always be trusted. 

Our God promises to return and take away pain, suffering and 
confusion and give us a glorious new life. Part of this includes the 
promise to wake us up from sleep—to resurrect His children from 
the dead. We are told in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 that “the dead in 
Christ will rise first. … And thus we shall always be with the Lord.” 
If our Father in heaven can keep this promise, can’t we keep a simple 
promise to take our child to a ball game or to the movies? OA

WRITER’S BLOCK

Five Things Our  
Father Does That 
Parents Should Do
God is the ultimate parent. We are to use His example 
as a blueprint for how to parent our children. Striving 
to be like God can help us be the best parents possible. 
By John Columbo 
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We appreciate the opportunity to clarify 
this important subject, first, because what 
you heard is not true. Jesus’ teachings are for 
all believers, not for betrothed Jews only. He 
did not teach a set of doctrines for Jews that 
is different from what He gave to the Church.

Second, Jesus was explaining God’s 
original spiritual intent for a number of 
laws, including marriage, and correcting the 
shortcomings in the Jews’ understanding. 
Notice that in Matthew 5:31, Jesus first says, 
“Furthermore it has been said,” and then He 
begins verse 32 with, “But I say to you.” Mat-
thew 19 is similar, beginning with, “Moses, 
because of the hardness of your hearts” 
(verse 8) and transitioning to “and I say to 
you” (verse 9). The Greek word translated 
“and” here is the same as the word translated 
“but” in Matthew 5:32. In both cases, Jesus 
is correcting or clarifying the doctrine of 
divorce and remarriage. The pattern is the 
same: “You have been taught that, but this is 
the more complete picture.” 

Third, we are glad you asked, because it 
gives us the opportunity to point out that 
Jesus gave more guidance about divorce 
than what we read in Matthew. Christ later 
inspired the apostle Paul to add further 
clarification in 1 Corinthians 7. For example, 
more is implied by the words sexual im-
morality and adultery than what the words 
alone convey. 

God’s intent is for a married couple to 
remain married and work through any prob-
lems that arise, with the help of His Spirit, 
His Word and the counsel of His ministers. 

God says He “hates divorce” (Malachi 2:16). 
That is truly strong language. It doesn’t 
mean that God hates the people who divorce, 
but rather that He hates the damage it does 
to them, their families and friends, as well as 
to the community. 

Even so, you will see even within the vers-
es you mentioned, as well as in other New 
Testament references, a few limited circum-
stances under which God allows a divorced 
person to remarry. How can this be, when 
divorce was not God’s intent or part of His 
design for marriage? The Bible shows God 
understands that not every husband or wife 
will fulfill the fundamental responsibilities 
that make a lasting marriage possible. 

This can be a complex subject due to 
the numerous differences in individuals 
(as well as in relationships), but we present 
the basic biblical teaching in “Divorce and 
Remarriage in the Bible.”As explained in this 
article, couples enmeshed in problems often 
need the perspective of a qualified counselor 
who can help them apply God’s instruc-
tions. As you read it, notice also how large 
the question of true conversion looms in this 
doctrine. Many people would read right over 
“true conversion,” assuming that it is refer-
ring to “being saved.” It is critical that you 
understand that today’s idea of “being saved” 
is much different from what the Bible means 
by conversion! Read the articles in the Life, 
Hope & Truth section “Christian Conver-
sion” carefully.

When you finish reading, let us know if 
we can be of further help. OA

personal contact

I have been hearing 
that Matthew 5:32 

and 19:9 are for Jews 
in the betrothal 

period only and are 
not applicable to 

gentiles who divorce. 
Is this correct? 

Q a
with CeCil Maranville

Through this column, we want 
to provide you with a window 
on the work of the Personal 
Correspondence Department. 
Because we interact mostly with 
people new to God’s truth, some 
topics might not seem directly 
applicable to you. But think how 
you would answer the question 
if someone asked it of you! And 
many answers will contain spiritual 
principles that you can apply in 
your life, even if the question isn’t 
one you would ask.

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/marriage/divorce-and-remarriage-in-the-bible/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/marriage/divorce-and-remarriage-in-the-bible/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/christian-conversion/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/christian-conversion/
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10th Annual Boot Scoot Raises Over 
$11,000 for COGWA Youth Camps

By Kelli Hogg

The 10th annual Boot Scoot bar-
becue was held on Feb. 6, 2016, in 
Grapevine, Texas. Over 350 guests 
dined on beef ribs and homemade 
desserts before kicking off an eve-

ning of fun with dancing, a bake sale, a raffle, 
a silent auction and a photo booth. Music was 
provided by the Union House Branch Band 
with members from the Houston and Fort 
Worth congregations. All proceeds from the 
event went toward the COGWA Youth Camps 
Scholarship and Activity Fund. 

“Boot Scoot is a fun event that we look 
forward to attending every year,” said Cecilia 
Gomez, “You can put on your jeans and boots, 
eat ribs, and help kids attend camp—kids who 
otherwise wouldn’t be able to have the camp 
experience. It’s music, friends, dancing, eating, 
having fun and helping out all in one event.”

Volunteers from the East Texas, Dallas, Fort 
Worth and Houston congregations donated 
auction items, helped decorate and set up and 
worked the night of the event. After expenses, 
the event raised over $11,000 for the camp 
program. 

“We are so thankful for everyone who con-
tributed to the event by volunteering their time, 
donating items or sponsorships, or just showing 
support by attending the event. My family is 
passionate about raising money for a fund that 
we believe makes a tremendous impact on the 
youth in God’s Church,” said Boot Scoot co-
organizer Kelli Hogg. 

Save the date for next year! The 11th Annual 
Boot Scoot will be on Feb. 11, 2017, again in 
Grapevine, Texas. OA



June 2016 11

church          Potluck
What’s cooking in your congregation?

On Sunday, April 10, 2016, the members of the 
Young Men’s Leadership, Fellowship, Education 
and Service Club of the Birmingham, Alabama, 
and Trenton, Georgia, congregations contributed 
their time and energy to make needed repairs and 
upgrades to the home of a widow in the Trenton 
congregation.  

The service project resulted in the repairing of 
structural damage (sagging foundation) at the home 
of Elizabeth Warren of Horton, Alabama. They also 
constructed a new wheelchair ramp and porch at the 
front of her home for her son.

Ten members of the club met early on Sunday 
morning at Mrs. Warren’s home and worked all day 
to replace a deteriorating ramp, apply protective 
coating to the roof of her home and do extensive 
structural repair to one end of the home. They also 
replaced access steps in the back of the home, com-
pleted extensive yard work and did other mainte-
nance work.

The construction materials and supplies for this 
service project were provided through a proposal 
submitted by members of the club and generously ap-
proved by the Hilltop Outreach Program.

The club members worked efficiently and ener-
getically under the direction of project coordinators 
George Allen III and Billy Hicks. God blessed the 
activity with good weather and a wonderful spirit of 
cooperation and service among all the participants. 

Mrs. Warren expressed her deep appreciation for 
the work done at her home, especially now that her 
wheelchair-bound son can easily get into the house 
on his visits.

Tom Kirkpatrick

Birmingham Men’s Club 
Repairs and Upgrades 

Widow’s Home
Knit Together in Love:  

A Hilltop Outreach Project
The Cincinnati, Ohio, congregation’s Hilltop Knit and Crochet 

group tackled an ambitious project last summer after learning that 
local deacon Cody Kitts and his wife, Bobbi, would travel to Nigeria 
and Kenya for the Feast in 2015. With the desire to reach out to the 
brethren there, crafters as young as 8 helped knit and crochet about 
70 Duduza (“comfort”) dolls—one for each child—and about 55 
dishcloths—one for each family. Also included was a card designed 
and signed by the entire Cincinnati Hilltop group, with pictures 
and a message wishing them a wonderful Feast of Tabernacles. Each 
handmade item was unique and special, with everyone working hard 
to complete the project on time and to be sure that there were enough 
dolls so that no child was left out. The enthusiasm for the project was 
tangible, and the older members greatly enjoyed teaching the eager 
little ones how to knit or crochet. It was a memorable experience for 
all involved, and it showed that regardless of distance, we are all fam-
ily! 

Rebecca Keener

The ladies and children in both Nigeria and Kenya were very pleased 
to receive the gifts lovingly made for them by their brethren in Cincin-
nati. The dolls were instant favorites, and children were seen playing 
with them frequently throughout the rest of the Feast. The children 
cherished the dolls, and the ladies were impressed by the quality of the 
dishcloths. Some questioned whether the dishcloths should be used for 
cleaning—they were far too pretty! The recipients also treasured the 
cards sent along with the gifts. Many spent time looking at each face and 
each signature, wondering and asking questions about these women and 
girls who had crafted gifts for them. What a heartwarming connection 
between brethren from different parts of the world!

 Bobbi Kitts

The Nigerian brethren (bottom left) and Kenyan children (right) 
enjoy their new gifts.
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The annual Families Glorifying God weekend began with 
a Bible study on Friday evening, March 25, 2016. Twin Cities 
pastor Gary Black set the tone for the weekend with his mes-
sage “When God’s People Fellowship.” Turning our hearts to 
God—which was the theme of the weekend—allows us to turn 
our hearts to each other. We were challenged to be involved in 
things outside the norm and to converse with all generations—
not just our own. We learned that our fellowship should inspire 
others! 

The Sabbath day began with more fellowship, followed by af-
ternoon services. Everyone enjoyed the special music selections 
presented by our children’s choir as well as a vocal soloist, both 
chosen for the theme of the weekend. The Sabbath messages 
taught us that our value is in doing the right thing at the right 
time for the right reason. We also learned what we need to do 
to turn our hearts.

Following services and snacks, a teen seminar and two 
general seminars furthered our learning and interaction. At the 
same time, the children were engaged in Sabbath school lessons 
with some added fun and prizes.

Finally, we were treated to a catered meal, during which we 
enjoyed more fellowship and lovely desserts to end the Sabbath.

Believe it or not, the evening was just beginning! Our teens 
and young adults, dressed in their finest, enjoyed a formal 
dance. While the dance was going on, family bunco and board 
games took place in the main hall.

On Sunday we enjoyed another day of activities with human 
foosball, a bouncy house, face painting, giant Jenga, novelty 
Olympics and other family games. Participants enjoyed a taco 
bar for lunch. The weekend concluded in the early afternoon so 
everyone had time to travel back to their homes.

It was truly a weekend of family, fellowship and fun!
Barbara Lee

Families Glorifying God Weekend 
Focuses on Turning the Hearts

On the Sabbath of March 19, the Beloit, Wisconsin, 
congregation held a social to welcome elder Bill Johnson and 
his family to the area. Our pastor, Michael Hanisko, spoke 
about the commitments we made at baptism and continued 
our study in the book of Zechariah. After services, there was 
a delicious potluck, and the congregation enjoyed playing 
Bible Pictionary together. There were five teams that had to 
race each other to get through a number of words in each 
section. Members of each team rotated every word until they 
completed the section. It was an enjoyable weekend of fun 
and fellowship, and the congregation is excited to welcome 
the Johnson family!

Kristen Mazza

Beloit Congregation Welcomes 
Johnson Family to the Area

Members of the Johnson family enjoy their welcome party.

Recently, members from the New Orleans, Louisiana, 
congregation spent the day at the World War II Museum 
in New Orleans. We watched a 4D movie, experienced 
life aboard a submarine, ate lunch and then saw a WWII-
themed stage show. That afternoon we toured the exhibits. 
World War II veteran James Weller was the special guest. He 
made three amphibious assaults and fought in seven cam-
paigns in North Africa and Europe.

Phillip Sandilands

New Orleans Brethren 
Visit WWII Museum
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With lots of laughter, smiles and giggles from both young and 
old alike, the Orlando, Florida, congregation hosted its annual 
children’s carnival and costume party on Saturday evening, Jan. 
23. This year’s theme was all about the new movie Peanuts, with 
decorations like Snoopy’s doghouse and the signature lemonade 
stand. Kids came dressed as many of the Peanuts characters, as 
well as in other fun costumes. 

The fun began when the children paraded into the room danc-
ing to the movie’s theme song, “I’m Better When I’m Dancin’.” The 
children enjoyed playing various games, such as potato sack races, 
freeze dance, relay races and trivia questions. The adults also got in 
on the action with a Bible quiz. The event’s emcee Brett Kobernat 
kept the evening fun and fast-paced. 

Throughout the night, Rob and Joyce Kurzreiter ran the photo 
booth where attendees could don silly hats, wigs and props and 
snap a picture. Kids also lined up to get glitter stencils on their 
hands and arms. 

As the finale, a much-anticipated cakewalk completed the 
night. Everyone raced to Peanuts-themed squares to try their hand 
at winning many of the cupcakes, cakes and desserts up for grabs. 
One young boy came up to our pastor and blurted out that this 
had been the greatest day of his life!

An enormous amount of work for the event was done by its 
coordinators Brett and Debbie Kobernat. The congregation is 
thankful for all that they did to make it possible. This event is truly 
the highlight of the year for many of the congregation’s children. 
It was a special evening for the whole congregation to spend time 
together and enjoy warm fellowship.

Amy Ranew

Orlando Kids Have Fun With 
Charlie Brown and Friends at 

Children’s Carnival

The Cleveland, Ohio, congregation held its annual bowling ac-
tivity on Sunday morning, March 27, 2016. The turnout was small, 
but the participants were enthusiastic! Most bowled scores be-
tween 100 and 175. But Del Rushton, on the other hand, impressed 
everyone with his first game of 219. He then proceeded to bowl his 
first-ever perfect 300 game (12 consecutive strikes)! Del finished 
his three-game segment with a game of 279 (scoring 9 in the first 
frame followed by 11 strikes), for a 798 series! The first game must 
have just been a warm-up!

Being so close to Passover, a couple of scriptures struck those of 
us there:

1. His perfect game brought to mind Christ’s statement in Mat-
thew 5:48: “Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in 
heaven is perfect.” That first perfect game in his life was the result 
of years of practice. How many years of practice has God given us 
in His Church? Are we grateful for the time and using it to come 
closer to perfection?

2. The difference between Del’s 300 game and his 279 game was 
only one pin (scoring 9 instead of a strike in the first frame)! This 
brought to mind James 2:10-11: “For whoever shall keep the whole 
law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.”

Amazing what bowling can bring to mind!
 Jim Haymond

Teens and Young Adults Head to 
Arkansas for Fun Weekend

On the Sabbath of Feb. 27, 2016, teens and young adults from 
Tennessee, Mississippi and Arkansas all met in Sedgwick, Ar-
kansas, for a day of fellowship and fun. 

After morning services, the 19 attendees enjoyed a potluck 
lunch with the brethren from the Sedgwick congregation. In the 
afternoon our pastor Justin Adkins conducted a Bible study for 
the teens and young adults. He went through several examples 
of how God used young people in the Bible to do great things. 
It reinforced that, although young, we are still very important 
to God and that He wants a relationship with us. Mr. Adkins 
encouraged us to make these our beliefs and to be laying our 
foundation now. 

When the Bible study was completed, Keith Porter led the 
group in several rounds of Bible Pictionary. Then we went to the 
house of Charles and Valarie Petty for snacks and fellowship. 

After sundown, the teens, young adults and the young 
at heart traveled the short distance to Jonesboro, Arkansas, 
where we bowled, played laser tag and ate pizza. Everyone re-
ally enjoyed the opportunity to spend the day together, as was 
confirmed the day after when Facebook lit up with pictures 
and positive comments. We designated this activity as our first 
annual bowling party. We’re all looking forward to our next op-
portunity to be together!

Deba Adkins

Member in Cleveland Bowls a 
Perfect Game
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We encourage members to send announcements to be featured in One Accord. We feature events in 
members’ lives, including baptisms, births, engagements, weddings, significant anniversaries (25, 40, 

50, 60, etc.), and obituaries. Typically they run between 50 and 100 words; however, we ask that all 
submissions stay under 250 words. Please submit a high-resolution color photo along with the written 

copy to your congregation’s reporter.

announcements

BAPTISMS

Charlotte Easterling

On April 17, 2016, Charlotte Easterling 
was baptized by Harold Rhodes, who was 
assisted by Don Daugherty. Charlotte is a 
third-generation Christian. She is also one 
of three young ladies Harold Rhodes has 
known since they were toddlers and has 
baptized in the last few years. The Mobile, 
Alabama, congregation congratulates 
Charlotte and welcomes her to the family 
of God.

Loree Rhodes

BIRTHS

Richard Henry Augherton was baptized 
just before Passover this year by our local 
pastor, Paul Suckling. Rick, who at one 
time was Navy Seal, has been studying and 
preparing for baptism for some time now. 
It is a pleasure to see him join his wife, 
Debbie, as a member of the Leicester, Mas-
sachusetts, congregation.

Lorraine Daudelin

LeeAnn Jenkins

LeeAnn Jenkins was baptized Sept. 9, 
2015. She attends the Atlanta, Georgia, 
congregation with her husband, Andrew, 
and their two sons, Noah and Levi.

Aaron Tristan with proud Grandpa

Our London, Kentucky, congrega-
tion has grown once again! Little Aaron 
Tristan made his debut on March 21, 2016, 
to Monica and Gary Barker! According to 
the hospital, Aaron weighed 7 pounds and 
5.6 ounces and measured 17 inches long. 
Either the hospital didn’t measure little 
Aaron correctly, or this little guy has taken 
off big time, because as of the first of May 
he measured 25 inches long! 

Proud grandparents Rufus and Glenna 
Wooten attend the London congrega-
tion, along with Monica and her older son 
Avery.

Congratulations to both the parents and 
the grandparents!

Judy Swanson

Levi David Jenkins

Andrew and LeeAnn Jenkins of the At-
lanta, Georgia, congregation are excited to 
announce the arrival of their second child, 
Levi David Jenkins. Levi was born Dec. 18, 
2015, weighing in at 9 pounds 9 ounces and 
measuring 21½ inches long.

OBITUARIES
Edwina Brians was born in Cincinnati, 

Ohio, on Aug. 3, 1930, and died at the age 
of 85 on Nov. 6, 2015, after a short illness. 
Edwina’s family moved to the Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, area in 1968, where she lived 
for the rest of her life. Her mother, Fredri-
ca, who was also a member of the Church, 
died in 1998 at the age of 99. 

Edwina and her sister, Virginia, were 
baptized in September of 1968. “The sis-
ters” (as they were known to so many) were 
virtually inseparable, and each established 
a reputation for faithful and earnest com-
mitment to the Church. Edwina was an 
outspoken ambassador of the truth—al-
ways ready to give an answer or explana-
tion for her beliefs and hope. Her solid 
foundation of knowledge and faith served 
as an example of service to the congrega-
tion.

Don Henson

Daryl Coffey

Daryl Coffey, a deacon in the Louisville, 
Kentucky, congregation, died March 13, 
2016. Daryl was born on May 4, 1950, in 
Jamestown, Kentucky. He and his wife, 
Joyce, began attending church in the early 
1980s. Daryl had the heart of a servant 
and was an inspiring example of conscien-
tiousness and dedication. His beloved wife 
preceded him in death in 2014. Daryl spent 
the last years of Joyce’s life being her full-
time caregiver and, due to his own health 
challenges in recent years, was unable to 
attend church services. His funeral was 
held on March 16, and he was laid to rest 
in Mount Washington, Kentucky, where he 
and Joyce lived for 40 years.

Mark  Winner
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Donna Dulaney

Donna Dulaney, 69, a member of the 
Meadville, Pennsylvania, congregation, 
died March 19, 2016, of complications from 
a brain tumor. She received the diagnosis 
in January 2014 and fought a valiant battle 
on many fronts, as she was a cancer survi-
vor before the tumor.

She is survived by her husband, Frank 
(also a Church member); daughters, 
Tammy (Bob) Shuler and Denice (Russ) 
Dulaney-Sevin; one sister; one brother; 
three grandchildren; one great-grandson; 
and numerous nephews and nieces. 

Donna and Frank were able to celebrate 
their golden wedding anniversary in Sep-
tember 2014, a very important milestone 
and goal for them both. She was a lively 
and joyful presence in the congregation 
and community and will be greatly missed. 
The funeral was conducted in Grove City, 
Pennsylvania, on March 23 by local pastor 
Doug Johnson.

Doug Johnson

James Richard Hindenlang

James Richard (“Dick”) Hindenlang 
died on the Sabbath of April 2, 2016, after 
a yearlong battle with cancer. He was 80 

years old. Dick was a longstanding member 
of God’s Church in north-central Ohio. He 
was a member of the Cleveland congrega-
tion of COGWA from its inception.

A quiet and dedicated man who enjoyed 
fellowshipping with brethren from many 
areas, Dick will be greatly missed. His fre-
quent trips to the Caribbean for the Feast 
of Tabernacles made him well-known to 
brethren there, as well as those in his native 
Ohio. Several members from the islands 
contacted him to express their concern and 
support in his last few months. A majority 
of the Cleveland brethren visited him in 
the nursing home and hospice in Ashland, 
though this involved round-trips of 100 
miles or more for most. 

Funeral services for Dick Hindenlang 
were conducted in the small town where 
he was born, Hayesville, Ohio, on April 8 
by Doug Johnson, pastor of the Cleveland 
congregation.

Doug Johnson

Audrey Plants

Audrey Plants died on March 5, 2016, 
at the age of 87. She was born on March 
19, 1928, and grew up in the Washington, 
Pennsylvania, area. She was married to 
her husband, Ray, for 60 years. Both Mr. 
and Mrs. Plants were baptized into God’s 
Church more than 40 years ago. In addi-
tion to her husband, Mrs. Plants is survived 
by her daughter, Terri Martin, who is a 
member of the Wheeling, West Virginia, 
congregation, and her son, Bill.

Mrs. Plants was known for her strong 
faith and for her dedication to her family. 
She constantly reminded everyone that 
her husband and children were “absolutely 
the very best.” And they felt the same 
about her. They remember her as a stern 
disciplinarian at times, yet she was always 
quick to forgive and make peace. Within 
the congregation, Mrs. Plants is remem-
bered for her friendly smile, quick sense of 
humor and hearty laugh. Her faithful and 

Ronald Malvin Rice 

Ronald Malvin Rice was born March 
23, 1933, in Fairfax, Alabama, and his 
race ended Jan. 10, 2016, at the age of 82. 
Ronald was a member of God’s Church for 
over 40 years. He was loved at home and 
in our DeFuniak Springs, Florida, con-
gregation. He attended Sabbath services 
diligently and happily every week, despite 
his rigorous dialysis schedule. You would 
have never known that he endured so 
many medical trials when he came in smil-
ing and hugging everyone. He was more 
spry and chipper than men half his age. 
He always had a hug and friendly, smart 
greeting for everyone. He was a friend to 
every member and promoted unity and 
a feeling that everyone was family. He is 
greatly missed.

Ronald was one of three children, with 
his twin brother, Donald Calvin, and 
younger sister, Peggy Jo. He attended high 
school in Fairfax, where he loved playing 
football and baseball. He then attended 
Troy State College until he was drafted 
into the army. He served two years in 
the Korean War. After coming home, he 
returned to college at Snead Junior College 
in Boaz, Alabama, where he met his future 
wife, Linda Joan Freeman. They were mar-
ried on June 1, 1958, in Valley, Alabama. 
In June of 2016 Ron and Linda would have 
been married 58 years. He is survived by 
three children, Rhonda Lyn (Paul) Luecke, 
Charlotte Ingram, Ron (Sonya) Rice. They 
also had 11 grandchildren and one great-
grandchild.

We look forward to the coming King-
dom of God when we will see our dear 
friend again.

Lora Degagne

optimistic outlook was a comfort to all and 
will be greatly missed.

Don Henson



It’s time again to sign up for the annual Parkerburg, West Virginia, ox roast!
Join us on June 25 for a weekend of great food and even better fellowship. 

Sabbath services will begin at 2 p.m., featuring our guest speaker Don 
Henson. That evening we will have the ox roast!

On Sunday, June 26, spend the day swimming and having fun at the 
Marietta Aquatic Center, taking a boat trip to Blennerhassett Island or touring 
the Oil and Gas Museum in downtown Parkersburg. Details to come.

You are welcome to camp on Friday and/or Saturday night; however, you 
will have to provide your own food for all meals except for the Saturday night 
ox roast and Sunday breakfast. 

Please send your information to Elbert Cline as soon as possible. We also 
need to know when you will arrive and whether you will be present for the 
Sunday morning breakfast. We always have enough food, but please don’t wait 
until the last minute, since food and supplies must be ordered in advance.

Email Ali Harper at arharper@k12.wv.us for more information and for 
directions to the farm. If you are traveling via the West Virginia Turnpike, be 
aware that there are three different tolls that cost $2 each.

We can’t wait for you to come! Please pray for a safe and happy weekend, as 
well as beautiful weather!

Ox Roast
PLEASE INDICATE THE 
NUMBERS BELOW:

June 25, 2016

OX ROAST ONLY
$5 per person
$20 per family

CRAIG AND ALI HARPER
356 Peacock Lane

Davisville, WV 26142
arharper@k12.wv.us

304-488-4765

PARKERSBURG,  
WEST VIRGINIA

_____  OX ROAST ONLY
_____  OX ROAST AND  
 SUNDAY ACTIVITY

Don't forget to bring:A folding chair
Any allergy medications

Personal hymnalSalad or dessert
Nonalcoholic beverage

A bag of ice
A light sweater or jacket

Area Lodging: 

You are welcome to camp on the farm, 
but there are also several motels within 

approximately 15-20 minutes of the farm.

MINERAL WELLS
Holiday Express
Hampton Inn

Comfort Suites

PARKERSBURG
Blennerhassett Hotel

Knights Inn

CAMPING
Mountwood Park

North Bend State Park

Make checks payable to:
COGWA–Parkersburg

Send checks to:
Elbert Cline

172 Leachtown Lane
Walker, WV 26180

PLEASE INCLUDE THE NAMES 
OF ALL ATTENDING  

AND INCLUDE AGES OF THE 
CHILDREN:


