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It has been almost a month since we returned from
the Feast of Tabernacles, and brethren are still asking
the question, “How was your Feast?” Andy Burnett,
the local pastor for the Dallas, Texas, congregation,
asked this question in a recent sermon. His message
caused me to reflect on my Feast this year in Orange
Beach, Alabama, and Antigua, Guatemala. Of course,
that wasn’t difficult since it was still fresh in my mind
during services that first Sabbath back.
Each year the Feast is a major event, requiring a
lot of work and cooperation, much of it accomplished
by Festival coordinators and hundreds of volunteers
working behind the scenes. When you consider
preparing sites for more than 10,000 people in 41
locations around the world, you can understand that it
can get quite complicated. Just consider how difficult
it is for your own family to select a Feast site, choose a
place to stay and even decide on a restaurant that will
be pleasing to everyone. The more people involved, the
more complicated it gets.
In the early years, back in the 1950s and 1960s, we
didn’t have to take a family poll to decide where we
would go for the Feast. The most exotic place we could
attend was … Big Sandy! And, in fact, our only choice
until 1962 was Big Sandy! We didn’t get to choose our
lodging, since that was already determined. We sent
a small deposit, $25 or so, as I remember, to hold a
camping spot in the piney woods, but we could not
choose the site itself.
As the years passed and the attendance in Big
Sandy grew to almost 15,000, you couldn’t even count
on always getting a spot in the piney woods! An
overflow camp area was constructed on the far side
of Lake Loma just to accommodate the increase in
people. In those years camping spots were assigned
based on your church area. Since my family attended
the Memphis congregation, everyone in that church
area was assigned the same street address. There was
some effort made to rotate congregations through the
piney woods. One year you could be assigned a closein spot—7th or 8th Street—but the next year you could
be over the crest of the hill on a street that was not
even paved, somewhere around 32nd Street.
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Sometimes I long for those simple days when we
just packed everything into a U-Haul and drove the
six or seven hours from our home in Arkansas to Big
Sandy, Texas. I am sure many of you can relate to
that sentiment as well. No one had to make a decision
about location or even our housing. It isn’t that I want
to return to those days; but after living in a fast-paced
and complicated world, I have learned to appreciate simplicity in my life, and those days in the piney
woods exemplify a simpler time.
How about you and your family? Can we all
acknowledge how complicated life has become and
how easy it is to drift away from the simple principles
of God’s way of life—loving God with your whole
heart by keeping His commandments and loving your
neighbor as yourself? These are the two great commandments identified by Christ when tested by the
Pharisees (Matthew 22:37-39).
Christianity really isn’t that complicated. Whether
we attended the Feast in some exotic place or someplace more mundane, it was the Feast of Tabernacles.
The message of the Feast is really quite simple—have
a joyful time while learning to fear God and showing
love toward one another (Deuteronomy 14:23-27; John
13:35).
The Feast of Tabernacles was a great success again
this year! But don’t let it end now that you have
returned home. Take that enthusiasm and translate it
into a commitment to the simple but profound principles of God’s Word and make this next year one of
growth and spiritual development. Time is short, and
simple is the way to go! How was your Feast?

Jim Franks
President
Church of God, a Worldwide Association
@jimbfranks

cogwa.org

Cover photo: Children at the Feast site in New Braunfels, Texas.
Photo by Lea Ann Ragusin
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CAMP Arrowhead
// Rachelle Metzger

“Rise and shine, campers!”
It is 7 a.m. and time to begin our day at Camp Arrowhead!
The fresh, cool air of the northeast Ohio farmland helps us
wake up, and dew makes the grassy fields of the 40-acre camp
sparkle in the morning sunlight. We gather in front of the dining
hall porch by 8 a.m., and our camp director, Dave Myers, does a
quick roll call:
“Where are the girls of G1?” (G1 screams and cheers.)
“Do we have the girls of G2?” (G2 screams and cheers.)
“Where are the girls of G3?” (G3 screams and cheers.)
“Where is B1?” (B1 screams and cheers.)
“Do we have the boys of B2?” (B2 screams and cheers.)
“Where are the MEN of B3?” (B3 hoots and yells as deep as 10to 12-year-old boys can muster.)
The 62 campers and 46 staff members can make a lot of noise!
After a few announcements, reminders and a blessing asked on
our meal, we’re treated to a delicious breakfast. We’re energized
and ready to start our day!
First things first: Each brother and sister dorm goes to one of
three Christian Living classes. We learn about the pearl of great
price. Each camper is given a pearl pouch and a pearl to keep as a
reminder of these lessons.
Now that our minds are in the right place, we are off to enjoy
what we preteens love best—running and playing—and what our
counselors love—burning energy! Soccer and gaga ball—a camp
favorite! Each of these activities lasts an hour, and now we’re hungry again. We march back to the dining hall by noon.
After some free time to rest, practice our dorm skit or play a
little “luz ball,” we’re back in action. Bright sunshine all day has
heated it up to a pleasant temperature in the low 80s, so we are
4
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ready for swimming. Once we’ve cooled off in the pool, we are
ready to run in the sun, playing field games like flag football and
water balloon toss. We put all our effort and heart into each game.
After a snack, we take aim at the pearl (a.k.a. the bull’s-eye) in
archery, and write our name on the archery poster if we succeed!
Now we slow things down a bit, and we express our creativity
in arts and crafts. We decorate a frame for our dorm photo, and
we get to tie-dye our own white T-shirt. It will be so exciting to see
how they all turn out!
Is it time for dinner already? At 6 p.m. we gather again in
front of the dining hall porch for our third roll call of the day;
and through our hoots and cheers, we demonstrate just as much
enthusiasm as ever. This time a camper has requested to ask the
blessing on the meal, and another gets to ring the dinner bell. It
seems like we eat all the time, yet we still scarf down our yummy
dinner.
Just in case we are not tired yet, we have another opportunity
to run, this time in novelty Olympics! Then, the G3 and B3 dorms
rush to the woods where we are equipped with a harness and helmet so we can safely ride the zip line. We gaze up at the three-story
wooden tower, which seems to get taller by the minute as our turn
to climb it gets closer. With the cheers of fellow campers and staff,
we work up all our courage. We hear, “Zip line clear!” Then we
leap into the air and zip 500 feet through a clearing in the woods,
and it is such a thrill that we can’t wait until it’s our turn again! We
also try our skill at traversing around a bouldering wall. After ziplining, nothing scares us.
Finally, it is time for a shower, dorm meeting, another snack
and then lights out at 10 p.m. It’s been a terrific day, and there are
more activities tomorrow that we didn’t get to yet: dodgeball, Bible
games and cooking class. The rumor is we are making monkey
toes and caterpillars—what could those be? After dinner tomorrow, we will have our sing-along in the tabernacle. We’ll sing our
favorite goofy songs and do the hamster dance! It’s going to be …
zzzz.
cogwa.org

CAMP Bob White
// Tom Clark

Camp Bob White began June 21 this year when 134 excited
staff members and campers arrived with hugs and squeals of
delight. Everyone helped get all the food and equipment unloaded
and in place. Volunteers helped supervise the campers while the
staff gathered for orientation. Dinner, dorm meetings and fellowship time rounded out the day as we prepared for camp to begin in
earnest.
In keeping with the theme of camp this year—”The Pearl of
Great Price: Find It and Keep It!”—the staff explained that the
“pearl of great price” represents the Kingdom of God. However,
God also gives us many other treasures—or “pearls.” Campers
could receive a small glass pearl for reciting the books of the Old
Testament or New Testament, the 10 Commandments, the fruit
of the Spirit or the holy days. Over 100 pearls were handed out to
campers over the four days of camp! The pearls went into their
treasure pouches to help them remember the theme and the wonderful gifts that God gives us. Campers also built treasure boxes at
arts and crafts.

Camp was very successful, and all activities ran very smoothly.
Everyone enjoyed novelty Olympics one evening. On another evening, a naturalist brought live and stuffed animals for the children
to see. And, on the final evening, everyone enjoyed a fun show
with skits performed by campers and staff.
On our final morning, campers received their participation
certificate; and then, with tearful goodbyes, everyone began their
journey home with a renewed focus on the “pearl of great price.”

CAMP Chattahoochee
// Eric Evans

A total of 59 campers and 47 staff members gathered in the
beauty of the north Georgia mountains for the fifth year of Camp
Chattahoochee!
Besides our regular activities—such as arts and crafts, swimming, canoeing in a beautiful stream-fed lake, and “slip-andsliding” away on a brand-new and longer version of the slip and
slide—the campers also enjoyed three new activities this year: gaga
ball, riflery and team building.
While slip and slide is a regular activity, Camp Chattahoochee
has now incorporated a competition. The best of each dorm
competes in front of the entire camp after lunch on the final day.
This year’s winners were Sara DeGagne, Aaron LaMagna and staff
member Billy Hicks. Each winner received a special trophy made
from the dishwashing soap bottles used to make the slide slippery.
In previous years, gaga ball was more of a special one-time
activity, but its popularity increased so much that we added it to
the regular schedule,
The campers not only got the opportunity for some fun target
practice in riflery, but they also had the opportunity to learn gun
safety and respect. The campers were thoroughly educated by one
of our staff members with over 20 years of teaching and certification in this field.
Team building added a new element to camp this year, as
campers worked together to solve clues and ultimately find the
special treasure—the pearl of great price—which ended up being
taped under the chair of the camp director!
For the first time, we had our own kitchen staff, led by chef
Lewis Bryant and his wife, Annette, of the Nashville, Tennessee, congregation. It was a nice change to be able to plan our own
menus and purchase our own food. And the food was delicious!
The Christian Living classes were led by Dave Evans (the “other
Mr. Evans”), Ron Kelley and camp director Eric Evans. It was truly a
delight to have the opportunity to teach such a young group of chilNovember 2015

dren about something so precious. The children and staff were all
given a special gift of a zippered pouch with the CYC emblem and
the words The Pearl of Great Price … Find It and Keep It! Each pouch
contained a single pearl as a reminder of this year’s theme.
Camp concluded with an evening presentation for the parents with most of the dorms contributing songs, skits and dance
presentations. The staff gave the final presentation with a short
version of “Happy Trails,” as we wished these wonderful campers
God’s blessings throughout the coming year. Until we meet again!
5

CAMP Lone Star
// Elisa Hees

Camp Lone Star kicked off the 2015
camp season with a very enthusiastic staff
of 74 guiding 93 campers who had very
high levels of energy each and every day.
As our camp was blessed with larger
numbers this year, we had 10 dorms (five
girls’ dorms and five boys’ dorms)—up from
the usual eight. Our busy schedule included
Christian Living classes, canoeing, fishing,
zip line, swimming, arts and crafts, riflery,
archery, recreation, music and fishing. The
older dorms also participated in a water
safety course. We also hosted the traditional
camp talent show, Bible scavenger hunt, a
water day on the last day of camp, and many
great meals provided by our wonderful
kitchen staff who took very good care of us.
Even though we are approximately two
hours from the coast, Tropical Storm Bill
hovered over the camp, causing us to get
rain at some inconvenient times; but it
didn’t dampen our spirits, as we adjusted
6
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the schedule accordingly. Even with all of
the rain, we were still able to participate in
our water activities without much interruption. One of the main focus points of
our camp is the lake, which was kept in
constant use with fishing, canoeing, swimming and the zip line that drops campers
into the water.
The camp theme, “The Pearl of Great
Price: Find It and Keep It,” was a great
hit with campers and staff alike. One of
the ways the theme was implemented was
with pearl facts. At every meal, each dorm
would have a new pearl fact placed on their
table for campers and staff to look at. Each
fact showed the uniqueness and quality of
pearls, which helped us see why God used
a pearl, rather than a diamond or precious stones, in the parable of the hidden
treasure.
Also, after breakfast each morning,
while the camp was still together, we started each day with a Compass Check given
by some of the younger men in the Church.
These 10-minute Compass Checks covered
the theme and started our day focused on
God and His Kingdom.

Each year at camp we set aside an
evening for the teen staff to spend time together and then another evening in which
the adult staff can spend together. This year
the adult staff was treated to a very elegant
evening. Our arts and crafts ladies spoiled
us beyond measure with a lovely spread
of every fruit imaginable, an amazing
s’more station (complete with a chocolate
fountain), sparkling grape juice served in
champagne glasses, napkins with the camp
theme printed on them and so much more.
It was a very special treat that our staff
thoroughly appreciated!
Camp Lone Star was a true success
again this year, as noted by the camp
owner who commented to Mr. Treybig
that he noticed the joy and happiness that
came from everyone working together in
harmony.
In preparation for Camp Lone Star
2016, please make a note that the dates are
very early. Staff arrival date is Saturday,
June 4; and camp begins on Sunday, June 5
and runs through Wednesday, June 8. This
is the first year that camp has been before
Pentecost!
cogwa.org

CAMP Sequoia
// Paul Carter

Camp Sequoia preteen camp was a
wonderful success! Thirty campers arrived
ready to have fun. This year we had 17
boys and 13 girls, which is a change from
having a larger number of girls at camp.
Our staff of 30 was also there to serve
the camp. Fifteen adult and 15 teenage
staff members made for a well-rounded
group to serve the campers aged 6 to 12.
Since the theme was “The Pearl of Great
Price,” Tracy Carter turned the camp into
an undersea adventure. The décor, as well
as Compass Checks and Christian Living
classes, all added to the age-appropriate

coverage of this topic. It was a good
reminder of the pearl being the only gem
made by a living organism, which was
brought out in one of the Compass Checks
by David Bradford.
Gaga ball is still one of the most popular sports at the preteen camp. Campers
even spend their free time “in the pit”!
Novelty Olympics on the first day is
a great way for campers and staff to get
to know each other and enjoy an array
of fun activities. It ends with a water
balloon fight and then the slip and slide,
which was a bigger and better version
for 2015.
The camp continued with many of
its favorite activities, such as archery,
BB guns, hiking, swimming, dance and
field games. This year for team building,

Rashele Hoyer made a game revolving
around the theme of camp. In this life-size
version of the game Hungry Hippos, the
“hippos” were grabbing “pearls” (white
balloons). Kids enjoyed the teamwork and
fun involved, while the theme was emphasized in their minds.
The challenge course was from Treasure Island and included a pirate ship,
hopping through “shark-infested waters”
and retreiving a pearl that had to be
brought back to the treasure chest. Again,
the theme was tied in, and the campers
really had a great time.
At night we had a campfire, which included skits and sing-alongs. It was a great
way to end each day!
We look forward to another great year
in 2016!

Go to camps.cogwa.org
to learn more about a
camp near you!
November 2015
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FEAST OF
TABERNACLES
2015 REPORTS

L

eading up to the Feast of Tabernacles
and Last Great Day, we were all raring to go. After all, it is a true highlight of the year for God’s people.
God tells us in Deuteronomy 12 that
we are to “rejoice before the Lord your
God”—and rejoice is exactly what we did.
But seemingly before we could blink, those
eight days came and went. We remember
though that God richly blesses us with the
understanding of what these days mean for
us, our family, our neighbors and the entire
world, and for that we are all grateful.
Here are brief reports from this year’s
Feast of Tabernacles around the world. This
will give you a taste of what your spiritual
family members enjoyed simultaneously on
six continents. It is clear: there was much
“rejoicing before the Lord our God,” all the
while looking forward to the fulfillment of
these days.
Mark Winner

CARLOS PAZ,
ARGENTINA
Life-giving! That is what the Feast
of Tabernacles and Last Great Day
were like in Carlos Paz, Argentina.
Without a doubt, the Spirit of God
was present with 159 people gathered
to worship, glorify God and learn
more about Him.
The opening message was given by
Alfredo Arboleas, who is a minister in
Bahía Blanca, Argentina. He encouraged us to keep the joy, good fellowship and the will to serve one another
and obey God throughout the Feast.
The whole Feast was filled with
joy. Everyone was eager to learn more
about the Word of God and was even
more motivated to do so after the welcoming activity that the Argentinean
brethren prepared for the foreigners.
At the first holy day we had a Bible
8
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study for the youth that focused on
the fundamental decisions that they
have to make today. After the holy
day we had a Spokesman Club session for all the members in Argentina, Bolivia and Chile.
In the second half of the Feast, the
joy increased even more with the arrival of our minister, Saúl Langarica,
and our regional director for Latin
America, Leon Walker, who were
both accompanied by their wives.
There were 11 different nationalities represented during the Feast,
with people from Argentina, Bolivia,
Brazil, Chile, El Salvador, the United
States, the Philippines, Mexico, Peru,
Dominican Republic and Uruguay. In
one of the messages, we were reminded that having 11 different cultures,
all united by the Word of God, should
encourage us to make a higher culture
of our own: the culture of God.
During the following days, we
enjoyed ourselves in many activities,
such as the long-awaited talent show,
with 25 different numbers; a ladies’
breakfast, where the ladies presented
crafts made during the year; and the
children’s party, where all the kids
had an amazing time. We also had a
health conference, where five specialists taught us about the importance
of good eating habits, exercising and
regular visits to the doctor and dentist. We also had a family dance and a
lunch for our elderly brethren.
All these activities were planned
with the purpose of entertaining and
encouraging the people of God, and
the purpose was certainly fulfilled.
It was an amazing Feast. And for an
amazing finale, we witnessed the baptism of Paula Chavez, minutes before
the beginning of the Last Great Day.
They were eight days full of blessings that showed us the way of God
and reminded us to keep on walking
until we reach the goal. Let’s continue
firm and steady toward the Kingdom
of God!
Jorge Iván Garduño

COFFS HARBOUR,
AUSTRALIA
This year 37 brethren enjoyed a
solid and satisfying spiritual and
physical Feast in Coffs Harbour. The
weather was outstanding for all of the
family-oriented activities. We took a
leisurely walk to Mutton Bird Island
one afternoon. We were so blessed

A R G EN T I N A

during the walk with the opportunity
to watch whales breach and frolic just
off the shore. Everyone’s enthusiasm
for spending time together increased,
as fellowship and laughter helped
build strong bonds as a Church family. A hearty thank you to everyone for
making this Feast one where everyone
felt close and where everyone gained
a true glimpse of the soon-coming
Kingdom of God.
David Maczek

BRIDGETOWN,
BARBADOS
The Feast in Barbados was held
at DIVI Southwinds Beach Resort
on the south coast of the island. God
blessed us with mostly sunny weather
at the Feast.
The brethren attending were
primarily from the congregation in
Barbados, as well as our visiting elder
from the United States, Dave Evans,
who was there with his wife and
daughter.
The average attendance per service
was 61, and the highest was 65.
We held a Bible study on Friday
evening, Oct. 2, 2015. Mr. Evans
spoke on the “The Life of Jonathan,
the Son of Saul.”
Four activities were very successful. On Wednesday, Sept. 30, a
moonlight picnic was held on the
beach. This was very well attended.
Thursday, Oct. 1, was Family Day. The
attendance was small, but those who
came enjoyed playing indoor games,
while some of the more energetic
played volleyball. On Saturday night,
Oct. 3, a talent show was held with
music performances—from a variety
of instrumentalists to a number of
karaoke singers. On Monday, Oct. 5,
lunch was held at DIVI for all attending the Feast in Barbados.
Stephen Crosby
cogwa.org
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SANTA CRUZ,
BOLIVIA
Without a doubt, joyous
celebration was the dominating
theme of the Feast of Tabernacles in Santa Cruz, Bolivia.
On opening night an excited
group of 103 people gathered
in the main meeting hall of the
beautiful, Los Cedros Resort
and Spa. The five-star hotel,
situated high up in the breathtaking jungles of Santa Cruz de
la Sierra, served as the temporary home to brethren from
five different countries: Bolivia,
Chile, Peru, Ecuador and the
United States.
The celebratory atmosphere
engulfed all of the daily activities. On the first day of the
Feast the young people attended a youth conference, which
served as an excellent way to
set the tone for the rest of Feast.
The messages reminded the
youth of the importance of
maintaining a positive attitude
with respect to achieving their
physical and, most important,
spiritual goals.
Later that evening, the hosting Bolivian brethren put on
a welcome night performance
for the visiting brethren. From
folkloric dances to traditional
food tasting, the welcome
night proved to be a fun-filled
initiation to the joyous Feast
festivities.
During the Feast, we had a
children’s pool party, a youth
dance, a health conference,
a movie night, talent show,
family dance, a soccer game,
scavenger hunt and a seniors’
dinner. The activities highlighted the fact that God’s Feast
November 2015
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is truly a celebration to all those
He has called and is working
with, regardless of age.
Perhaps one of the most
anticipated events was the
wedding of Franco Nain from
Chile and Varinia Camacho
from Bolivia. On the evening of
Tuesday, Sept. 29, Franco and
Varinia were wed with all of the
brethren attending the Feast
present for the special occasion.
Beyond the encouraging and
profound messages inspired by
God and the endless fellowship
among the brethren, there was
another particularly special
reason to be joyous. On Sunday
evening, Francisco Correa,
a young man from the Santiago, Chile, congregation, was
baptized.
Each year, the called of
God, through His mercy and
love, have the opportunity to
participate in eight days of both
physical and spiritual celebration. Everyone who attended
the Feast this year in Santa
Cruz, Bolivia, used that joy as
the catalyst to truly celebrate
Christ’s future return to earth.
Corbin Jackson

ESEKA,
CAMEROON
The Feast of Tabernacles in
Cameroon was celebrated by
17 people in the town of Eseka,
200 kilometers from Douala
and 140 kilometers from
Yaoundé. We were thankful for
God’s protection as we traveled
from many places in the country to the peaceful environment
of the Feast. We had all our
meals in common, prepared
under the capable direction of

Ngo Nyemeck Mélanie.
Sermonettes were given by
Jules Tsimi and Simon-Pierre
Amia Nzee, the sermons were
prerecorded for us. We also
held group Bible studies and
enjoyed a Bible question-andanswer game. We made outings
to local sites of interest and also
visited a member from another
Church of God association
who was mourning the sudden
death of his son. We also had a
dance evening and even a PlayStation evening, which amazed
several of us.
The Feast of Tabernacles in
Cameroon was a wonderful
success this year for which we
thank God. We would also like
to express our thanks to everyone who in any way helped
make our Feast possible.
Armel Ngom

LICAN RAY,
CHILE
If the Feast at Lican Ray
could be summarized in one
phrase, it would be “love
among the brethren.” Lican Ray
is located in the south of Chile,
on the slope of the Villarrica
volcano, from which snow
melts to form the Calafquén
Lake.
During the Feast, 369
brethren stayed at cabins with a
capacity of six each, and everyone invited each other to share
la once (a small evening meal)
by the warmth of the chimney
and with a glass of good wine
and inspiring conversations.
The environment was peaceful
and welcoming.
All services were held with
lots of special music given by

soloists and adult, senior and
children’s choirs presenting
music to our Creator. South
American enthusiasm and
vigor also became evident in
the singing of hymns, and
powerful and inspired messages were given each day.
Activities such as the family
dance, children’s party and
activities for the ladies, elderly
and youth—together with
the casual family barbecues,
kayak trips, soccer matches
and walks—made every moment of the Feast an unforgettable experience.
Although it rained most of
the week, everyone was united
in prayer for the rain to stop,
and God provided us with
three full days of sunshine.
We were able to admire the
idyllic landscapes and organize
outdoor activities like soccer matches and walks by the
Calafquén Lake. The bravest
even dived into the lake and
had an invigorating swim.
Just before sunset on the
seventh day of the Feast, the
family of God grew with the
baptism of six new members.
Without a doubt, the Feast in
the south of Chile is defined
by warm fellowship and love
among the brethren. The idyllic
landscapes of Lican Ray and
the abundant fruit of the Holy
Spirit created an excellent
environment for the Feast of
Tabernacles to be celebrated
in that place. The motto of the
Feast was certainly fulfilled,
“Let no one and nothing take
the joy away.”
Until next year!
Daniel Martinez

LA MÉ,
CÔTE D’IVOIRE

The Feast of Tabernacles
in La Mé, Côte d’Ivoire, was
celebrated by 17 people under a
temporary roof of palm fronds
built for the occasion. During
each daily service, we listened
to sermons recorded in advance
in French for the Feast.
Special meals included
biokosso (ripe banana mashed
with palm oil, accompanied by
9
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cow’s foot sauce), tiépé (rice, oil,
beef, tomato, cabbage, parsley,
melon, pepper and eggplant),
and foufou (braised ripe banana
with braised carp).
Activities included discussions of the sermons, a Bible
quiz game, skits by the children
and a multiday Ludo (game)
tournament. We also organized
French lessons to help improve
our level of French by avoiding
certain common expressions.
We also all participated in local dances set to popular and
Christian music.
It was a beautiful Feast at
La Mé. We heard encouraging
and edifying sermons; we ate
well; and we danced. We are all
thankful for the assistance that
was provided to help us have a
wonderful Feast.
Paul Tia

MAN,
CÔTE D’IVOIRE
Every Feast seems better
than the last, and that is what
we experienced this year in
Man. After seeking God’s will,
we felt led to hold the Feast
in the village of Sebapleu. We
were able to rejoice at this Feast
more than ever before, and we
are convinced it is because of
God’s presence.
We listened to sermons
translated from French to our
local language of Yacouba.
Our joy was not only spiritual but physical because of the
meals prepared by the ladies.
We especially appreciated the
varied menus. Each afternoon
we ate not only Nile perch with
small-grained rice and palm
seed sauce, but also the best
quality of beef. In the evenings,
our sisters often served us at10
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GHANA

tiéké (fermented cassava meal)
with eggplant sauce.
Attendance this year was 93
people, including 43 women, 27
men and 23 children. We are
very thankful to our American
brethren who made this physical feast possible by their generous and ongoing contributions.
Our prayer is that God will
grant us a Feast of Tabernacles
2016 even more joyous than
this.
Séussié Bleu

PACIFIC HARBOUR,
FIJI
Thirty brethren from Fiji,
New Zealand and the United
States enjoyed warm fellowship and fine tropical weather
at the Fijian Feast site in Pacific
Harbour. Services were held in
the wedding chapel at the Pearl
South Pacific Resort, situated
just a few meters from the
Pacific Ocean.
Messages focused on our
specific role as kings and priests
in the Kingdom, building godly
character and preparing for our
reunion with the hundreds of
millions who will learn God’s
way for the first time, as pictured by the Last Great Day.
A highlight of the Feast was
an offshore excursion in a highspeed, glass-bottom hydrofoil
boat. The children were especially excited to view tropical
fish, sea turtles and a shark
through the glass window as we
passed over coral reefs. Snorkeling, beach walks, swimming
and three group meals also
filled up the schedule.
The Fijian brethren thoroughly enjoyed hosting a
fine Fijian meal for the nine
international brethren. We also

G UAT EM A L A

were delighted to witness the
special occasion of the blessing of two little Fijian children.
Since they are in an isolated
spot in the South Pacific, local
brethren are always excited
to meet overseas visitors and
make new friends in the faith
each Feast.
Jeff Caudle

LA BUSSIÈRE,
FRANCE
The bucolic village of La
Bussière near Poitiers was the
location of the Feast of Tabernacles in France this year.
Starting after the Day of
Atonement, assistant festival
coordinator Daniel Harper and
wife, Cindy, guided an optional
group tour through the famous
Loire Chateaux region, which
boasts some of the most beautiful Renaissance chateaux in the
world.
In La Bussière, 115 people
celebrated the Feast among
rolling, lush hills. The weather
was mostly sunny with pleasant
autumn temperatures. We had
exclusive use of this vacation
camp, so we could be at ease
among ourselves; and the site
staff went above and beyond in
their service.
Services were conducted alternately in French and English
with simultaneous translation
provided via FM radios. Uplifting and enlightening sermons
by Bruce Gore and Tom
Kirkpatrick were among the
highlights most appreciated.
All meals were served in
the restaurant. The four-course
lunches and dinner, including
a delicious cheese course and
wine, were especially appreciated this year. Our discerning

French-speaking members gave
the cuisine very high marks.
Family day was a highlight
with outdoor games including
football (soccer), Ping-Pong,
pétanque, and the use of the indoor heated pool. The brethren
from Martinique outdid themselves again when they offered
everyone samples of pastries,
fruit juices and rum-based
drinks from their Caribbean
island.
Excursions were organized
to the medieval city of Chauvigny, the chateau of Touffou
(home to the late advertising
baron David Ogilvy), Anglessur-l’Anglin (an ancient village
voted one of France’s most
beautiful), and Futuroscope (a
theme-park based on science
and technology).
The mayor of La Bussière
made a surprise visit after the
afternoon service on the Last
Great Day, as the whole group
was sharing an au revoir aperitif. He welcomed us to the village and asked me about what
we believed and what this occasion was. He was impressed
by how well-dressed everyone
was and to hear both English
and French being spoken. He
mentioned that he had heard
compliments about us from the
staff, and he hoped we would
come back.
Many were encouraged to
see the enthusiasm of two ladies
from different parts of France,
for whom this was their first
Feast of Tabernacles. One of
them confided to me, “I wasn’t
entirely sure what to think
about the Feast before I came,
but now I have no doubts. It is
wonderful to see God’s hand at
work!”
Joel Meeker
cogwa.org

MFENSI,
GHANA
About 500 Ghanaian
brethren gathered in the small
community of Mfensi, about
12 miles northwest of Kumasi (the second-largest city
in Ghana, with a population
of over 2 million). The venue
was a former school campus
that serves as a multipurpose
retreat, with a meeting hall,
several buildings for lodging
and a playing field. There was
enough lodging for some of
the brethren to stay on-site,
while other families walked a
mile or more to several other
lodging locations.
One challenge faced by Ghanaian brethren is the frequent,
widespread loss of electricity,
which has grown worse the
last few years. Even at the Feast
site power was off most of the
time (which also meant there
was a lack of water, which was
pumped by electricity). Sunset
came at about 6 p.m. every day,
after which members relied
on flashlights or perhaps just
moonlight. During services a
portable generator was used to
power the sound system when
the local power was off.
In spite of such hardships,
the resourceful Ghanaian
brethren found ways to prepare
themselves for services each
day, including washing clothes
at their lodging. Complaints
were rarely heard. What we
heard instead was enthusiastic
singing during song services as
the brethren sang with all their
hearts. Services were typically
in the Twi language (a native
tongue), with translation into
English (the official language
of the country). After services,
members returned to their
lodging to prepare their meals.
On the Last Great Day brethren
enjoyed a catered, boxed meal
of rice and chicken, which was
a somewhat rare treat. Donations from several American
members made purchase of the
meal possible, for which the
brethren were thankful.
In addition to daily services,
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we held a marriage seminar for
husbands and one for wives, a
Bible study, a medical presentation, and two fun-day afternoons with novelty games, soccer and tug-of-peace contests.
Paul Luecke

ANTIGUA,
GUATEMALA
It sounds repetitive to describe the Feast of Tabernacles
2015 in Antigua, Guatemala, as
“the best Feast ever,” but it’s just
the truth. Clearly, God fulfilled
His promise to give us joy so
that we could obey the scripture that He gave us: “But you
must eat … before the Lord
your God in the place which
the Lord your God chooses,
you and your son and your
daughter, your male servant
and your female servant, and
the Levite who is within your
gates; and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God in all
to which you put your hands”
(Deuteronomy 12:18).
This feeling was shared by
all 619 people who attended
the Feast in the César Brañas
hall. We had people from
many countries this year,
and the number of attendees
was the highest we have ever
had! We welcomed Mexicans,
Peruvians, Chileans, British,
Ecuadorians, Costa Ricans,
Argentineans, Nicaraguans
and Americans. No one felt
like a foreigner at this Feast; we
were truly brethren, together
by the same faith and the same
spirit. If any message of this
Feast could explain how this
occurred, it would be the message that Jim Franks gave in his
sermon video. He reminded
us that the Church, our beliefs,
God’s Feast and the Sabbath are
all special because they represents God’s plan of salvation for
humanity; therefore if we are
faithful, we also are special.
God blessed us in this Feast,
as He did in prior Feasts, from
the welcome night to the Last
Great Day. He gave us physical
blessings, but most important,
He gave us spiritual blessings.
He gave all of us–children, el-

ders, married couples, families,
leaders—clear messages full of
hope.
We say good bye for now,
but we are very excited for next
year!
We invite you to visit us in
Guatemala for 2016. We will
have a place here for you in our
house and in our hearts. The
joy is guaranteed by our Father.
Until then!
Alberto Mazariegos

LETHEM,
GUYANA
Because of transportation difficulties, there were
two services on the first day
of God’s Feast in Lethem,
Guyana. The 18 brethren who
were in attendance were made
up of 12 adults and 6 children.
Five of the adults were visitors,
and four of them were visiting for the first time. Over the
remaining days, the average
attendance was 10 people.
Everyone noted how pleasant it
was to once again assemble and
observe the days.
All of the sermons—
including some audio recordings—were well received,
especially the Feast sermon by
Jim Franks. We also had a Bible
study on Friday evening.
Since another group was
using the conference room
as well, we spent much time
together, fellowshipping at the
home of a member while meals
were prepared and shared. We
did all of this under brilliant
moonlight. We did, however,
manage to keep tradition alive
and had the barbecue done at
the hotel owner’s ranch. This
was again a highlight of the
Feast, and the younger ones
relished the cool water in the
creek, which was no doubt a
welcome relief from the searing
hot sun.
Before leaving the ranch,
the group, described by the
driver as a “blessed people,”
was asked to feed the fish in the
fish ponds. It was a marvel for
all to see some 10,000 to 15,000
fish feeding. One young lady
said that we should have been

invited to catch a few to add to
the menu.
All in all, it was a wonderful
Feast again. We appreciate all
assistance rendered and give
thanks to Him who provided
for all our needs. Members
have asked that next year we
get some visitors to enjoy the
peace and freshness of a Feast
in Lethem.
Gary Atkinson

KOLKATA,
INDIA
The Feast in Kolkata, India,
was a tremendous blessing as 15
brethren gathered from India,
Sri Lanka and Kuwait.
Staying each day in huts at
the IBIZA Resort, only a short
walk from the meeting hall,
provided wonderful opportunities for conversation, recreation
and fellowship. The beautiful outdoor setting offered
a glimpse of what the world
will be like at Christ’s return
and was a stark contrast to the
normal daily life in the city of
Kolkata. The variety of delicious traditional Indian meals
we enjoyed together added to
our daily fellowship.
Although several became ill
midway during the Feast, by
the Last Great Day, everyone
was back smiling and nearly
100-percent healthy. The trial
we all shared brought us even
closer together as family and
provided additional opportunities for teaching on anointing, faith and God’s promise
to hear us and then to heal us
according to His will and in
His time.
We were all also blessed to
witness two baptisms. With the
approval of Dave Baker, pastor
and Festival coordinator for
India, David Jackson conducted
additional counseling while
at the Feast, followed by the
baptisms of Priyantha Indrajith
and Seema Ghosh.
This was indeed a very, very
special Feast of Tabernacles and
Last Great Day as we were overwhelmingly blessed beyond
measure.
David Jackson
11
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ASHBOURNE,
IRELAND
This year in Ashbourne,
Ireland, we had 241 brethren
from around the world keeping
the Feast the Tabernacles. We
received spiritually inspiring
messages throughout, including Mr. Franks’ recorded
sermon and a Bible study about
Jeremiah that explored his work
and connection to the Irish
legends that describe his coming to this part of the world. A
few members were even able
to visit what is believed to be
Jeremiah’s tomb, approximately
one hour away from the Feast
site. We were also grateful to
have an excellent choir, special
music and instrumental hymn
accompaniment throughout
the Feast.
God blessed us with incredible weather, unseasonably
dry and sunny, with rain only
making an appearance on the
Last Great Day. This, of course,
made the outdoor activities
especially pleasant, including touring Dublin, Malahide
Castle and other local historical
sites. The brethren also enjoyed
the Irish food, music and dancing featured in our welcome
dinner on the night after the
first holy day and at other
events throughout the Feast. To
further immerse ourselves in
the Irish culture, we learned a
word in Irish Gaelic every day
at the Feast.
Finally, this year COGWA
British Isles was able to invest
in local equipment to start webcasting our services, which we
began during the fall holy days.
From the Feast of Trumpets
to the Last Great Day, we had
12
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873 views of our services from
members in the U.K., Ireland,
Spain and Greece who were unable to attend. We are excited to
now be able to offer webcasting
of our weekly Sabbath services
from the U.K. going forward.
David J. Treybig

RUNAWAY BAY,
JAMAICA
As 135 brethren waited for
the opening comments, an air
of expectancy hovered over the
meeting room in anticipation
of eight days of worship, friendship and other joys. We were
reminded as to whose Feast it
was and who had the right to
say how it should be kept. In
obedience we were there to do
just that.
By webcast, President Jim
Franks recounted the early beginnings of the Radio Church
of God. Of note was his reiteration that we are a special people
according to Scripture, and this
status can be maintained only
by continually aiming for perfection. This set the tone for the
ensuing seven days of sermons,
which encouraged us to daily
develop our trust in God and to
gain a dedication and discipline
that springs from a deep desire
to please Him. This was a call to
holiness, and we were admonished to remain faithful, grow
in patience, teach by example,
help each other and endure to
the end. Then the hope of the
resurrection will be realized,
not only by the saints but by all
mankind who are redeemable.
The Festival choir, other
singers, as well as our able pianists made their contribution
to complement the services.
As for the lighter activities, a

visit to the Green Grotto Caves
was added to the schedule in
addition to the time-honored
trip to Dunn’s River Falls. The
sporting event was not as well
attended, but the family talent
show had its usual variety of
song, dance, skits and poetry to
entertain us.
The nations will one day
learn what we now know: that
God rules and we cannot find
peace until He rules our lives.
Madge Thompson

FLIC-EN-FLAC,
MAURITIUS
The seaside resort of Flicen-Flac was once again the site
for the Feast in Mauritius, an
Indian Ocean island 700 miles
(1100 km) east of Madagascar.
The record-setting attendance
was 31 people, most of whom
were visitors from Australia
and the United States. The
warm, sunny weather added to
the joy of the Feast. Attendees
lodged in various nearby apartments around the town.
The opening night service
started with another first: a
live pianist! Mrs. Faith Dullum
from Dallas delighted everyone
by providing accompaniment
and special music throughout
the Feast. After the first holy
day, a welcome aperitif was
served, which helped us get
acquainted.
David West, the Festival
elder, gave most of the sermons,
supplemented by other speakers’ giving split sermons and
sermonettes. He also sang vocal
solos for special music. Rebecca
Braswell conducted the children’s choir.
Excursions were organized
to a number of fascinating

attractions. These included the
Rivière Noire gorges, the Trou
aux Cerfs crater and the Seven
Colored Earths of Chamarel.
Visitors also marveled at the
botanical gardens of Pamplemousses.
A catamaran outing on the
ocean allowed participants to
spot dolphins and to snorkel
the clear waters with brightly
colored fish.
The bravest tried their hand
at zip lining and walking with
lions at the Casela Nature Park.
On Friday night the Wests
invited everyone to their apartment for a potluck meal and
fellowship, which was much
appreciated. The Saturday night
talent show was also a favorite,
with lots of music skits and
jokes.
This was truly the best Feast
ever for many of us. We all felt
our spiritual batteries recharging, so we’re ready to face a
new year but already looking
forward to the next Feast!
Jocelyn Prodigue

MAZATLÁN,
MEXICO
This year the Feast in
Mexico was kept at Mazatlán,
the largest port in Mexico. It is
a beautiful site with an awesome view of the Pacific Ocean.
The 219 brethren came from
many parts of Mexico but also
included visitors from Argentina, Chile, El Salvador and the
United States. Besides the 219
attendees, we had 26 Internet
connections.
We enjoyed a nice hot
climate during most of the
Feast, and we had some rain
during the last two days of the
Feast. The atmosphere was full
cogwa.org
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of happiness and contentment.
The sermonettes, sermons and
Bible studies were very uplifting and inspiring. The Feast
coordinator was Adan Langarica, pastor of the San Luis Potosi
congregation.
There were activities for
everybody. We had a children’s party; a family day at
a beautiful recreation center
with swimming pools; a family
dance with karaoke with many
talented participants, including
the participation of some of our
visitors from abroad; a movie
night for everybody; and the
traditional talent show, with
songs, a poem, folkloric dances,
and piano and flute presentations.
The highlight of the Feast
was the video sermon by Jim
Franks and four baptisms!
All the Mexican brethren
were very happy to fellowship
with their brethren from various parts of Mexico and with
our visitors from abroad. We
are very grateful to our great
God the Father and to our Lord
Jesus Christ for the wonderful,
uplifting and most inspiring
Feast They gave us, and for
the opportunity They give us
to continue advancing toward
perfection as we look forward
to the realization of the Feast in
the Kingdom of God.
Pablo Dimakis

LAKE TAUPO,
NEW ZEALAND
Lake Taupo in the North
Island of New Zealand was
the location where 60 brethren
from around the world kept the
Feast this year. The lake and adjacent snow-capped mountains
provided a millennial backdrop
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to those who were present to
partake of the spiritual food
and warm fellowship God
made possible.
The sermonettes and sermons focused on the meaning
of the Feast and the coming
reign of peace and tranquillity,
ushered in by Jesus Christ and
His saints. Visiting ministers
from the United States assisted
with speaking assignments
and presented uplifting special
music performances.
There were a number of
organized activities, including a seniors’ luncheon and a
Feast dinner for all at the local
yacht club that overlooked the
lake and distant mountains.
Many participated in other
activities, such as a pizza and
games night, a visit to the local mineral hot water pools,
skyline gondola ride, luge and
zip line. Then there was the
Rapids Jet ride, described as “a
35-minute blast that guarantees an adrenaline rush as you
speed through the biggest commercially boated rapids in New
Zealand.”
Brethren expressed their
gratitude for the unity, peace
and a spirit of service and
friendliness evident throughout
the Feast—a foretaste of the
wonderful Kingdom of God
that will be established in a
climate of universal peace and
harmony among all nations.
André Van Belkum

ILOILO CITY,
PHILIPPINES
The Feast of Tabernacles
held in Iloilo City, Philippines,
was one of the best the brethren
had experienced so far.
On the first day, we watched

T R I N I DA D & TO B AG O

the Festival video sermon from
Jim Franks and were encouraged to be reminded that with
God’s help we can go on to
perfection.
We were blessed with great
messages, all focusing on the
coming Kingdom of God and
our future eternal inheritance.
We were blessed as well with
good weather throughout the
festivities.
There were 207 registered
brethren rejoicing and learning more to honor and give
deep respect to our Heavenly
Father. The brethren enjoyed
fellowshipping with each other
and with our visiting minister,
Don Waterhouse, and his wife,
Donna.
The afternoon activities were
great and enjoyed by everyone.
The highlight was the variety
show during the family night.
At the conclusion of the
Feast, brethren were asking
where the next one would be
held and suggested that Iloilo
once again be the venue if possible.
Florante Siopan

UVONGO,
SOUTH AFRICA
The Feast of Tabernacles
in South Africa was held in
Uvongo on the east coast, and
we were blessed with beautiful
warm weather and an average
attendance of 139 people. The
highest number to attend was
147 on the weekly Sabbath.
It was definitely a time of rejoicing for all present, and this
year we were able to have one
Feast site and share the eight
days with our brethren from
Cape Town and surrounding
areas.

The sermons and sermonettes contained encouraging messages of inspiration and
hope, focusing on the millennial rule of Jesus Christ and the
need for all of us to strive for
spiritual perfection.
Activities included a family
afternoon with the traditional
South African braai (barbecue),
a wonderful buffet lunch for
our seniors, a family dance and
a variety concert.
The youth and young adults
enjoyed an afternoon of games
on the beach and also an afternoon of go-kart racing.
As always, the eight days
passed by far too quickly, but it
was an exceptional time of fun,
fellowship and spiritual nourishment as we rejoiced before
God at His Feast of Tabernacles
and Last Great Day.
Neville Smith

FRIGATE BAY,
ST. KITTS
The 2015 Feast in St. Kitts
was indeed awe-inspiring.
The staff of the Marriott hotel
promised us a “Wow experience!” and they delivered. From
the opening night with dinner
on the balcony of the hotel
overlooking the ocean and the
full (later, blood) moon to the
tearful “good-byes” after the
Last Great Day, the experience
was “Wow!”
An overall average of 200
attended from the United States,
Barbados and, of course, St.
Kitts, with a high attendance
of 211 people. This year the
number of extended families
was very noticeable, and beginning with the first service, those
not part of a family easily joined
13
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in with others. There was an
obvious sense that we were all
family. What a delight to see so
many under the age of 40!
Mr. Franks’ sermon on the
first day set the tone for the
messages given during the rest
of the Feast. What the Kingdom represents for the world
tomorrow must be evidenced in
our lives more and more today.
The special music crossed
several musical genres, making
that part of services very special. Activities during the Feast
included an island tour, Family
Day on the beach, karaoke, a
family dance and a catamaran
cruise.
For many, the time was too
short, as we experienced a taste
of the future. Thy Kingdom
come!
Arnold Hampton

TOBAGO
PLANTATIONS,
TRINIDAD & TOBAGO
Five Trinidadian brethren
and one visitor observed the
Feast of Tabernacles on the
beautiful, tropical island of
Tobago. Services were kept at
a villa in picturesque Tobago
Plantations and were streamed
live via COGWA.TV from St.
Kitts. Despite being a small
group, brethren were truly
blessed by the inspirational
messages from God’s servants.
The special music added to the
experience, making this year’s
Feast of Tabernacles one of
joy, love and peace as we look
forward to God’s Kingdom on
this earth. After services, many
meals were shared and memo14
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ries made. Visits were made
to a few of Tobago’s numerous
beaches and to the Petit Trou
Lagoon, which runs alongside
Tobago Plantations’ golf course.
Steve Basant

ORANGE BEACH,
ALABAMA,
UNITED STATES
Our second Feast of
Tabernacles at Orange Beach,
Alabama, was just as beautiful
as last year’s. The Feast started
with healing rain (the area had
been very dry for many weeks),
but the atmosphere was warm
and dry inside on God’s holy
day! The rest of the Feast gave
way to sunshine and refreshingly cooler temperatures.
This year we had 1,300
brethren rejoicing together at
the Orange Beach Event Center.
Having that many people singing hymns together was such
an inspiration! This year was
one of the largest choirs that
we had seen in a long time,
with nearly 90 voices! The
music selections from Janel
Johnson were so uplifting; we
heard many comments on how
grateful people were for its rich
meaning and variety.
Family Day had nearly
500 participants! The games,
novelty Olympics and face
painting provided our families
with a tremendous opportunity for fellowship and fun. Our
teen outing was at the Gulf
Shores Beach Pavilion. This
facility provided us with sand,
surf, pizza, volleyball and a
sand castle building contest.
We also had a food drive for

the local food bank and gave
over three tons of food to their
operation. We received a letter
from their chairman stating
that we are, by far, the largest
supporter of their service the
entire year!
Orange Beach is still a small,
quiet setting on beautiful,
white sand beaches. There are
condos on the beach as well
as magnificent housing on a
secluded marina with dolphins
swimming by almost every day.
There are sailboats, deep-sea
fishing and parasailing for
the brave at heart, but also the
relaxing beauty of watching a
sunset from the balcony.
As the community learns
more about us, we will continue
to see their support of our
people. I had so many positive
comments from townspeople
about how polite and wellbehaved our people were. Quite
a difference from the rowdy
conventions that often accompany a trip to the beach!
Phil Sandilands

SOLVANGBUELLTON,
CALIFORNIA,
UNITED STATES
The Santa Ynez Valley, with
its vineyards, orchards and rural setting, hosted 175 members
of the Church of God for the
2015 Feast of Tabernacles.
The coastal mountain valley
with vineyards going up the
hills as well as cattle and horses
(and even some llamas and
ostriches) peacefully grazing in
the valley provided a wonderful
setting for the Feast. Members

feasted on a wonderful spiritual
diet of messages that made the
Kingdom of God and our part
in it come alive. We learned
more about what we’ll need to
do then, and how to prepare for
that future now.
The entire congregation
enjoyed the fellowship and
the scenery as well as taking
in the Danish community of
Solvang with all it has to offer. The nearby Pacific Ocean
was an added attraction. The
Feast Family Day featured a
beach party for young and old
with beach volleyball, boogie
boarding and some fine fellowship. Many of the families took
advantage of being close to the
ocean by taking extra excursions there, and some toured
the Channel Islands National
Park as well.
After services on the weekly
Sabbath, we enjoyed a delicious
family dinner buffet supplied
by a local caterer, and then we
all kicked up our heels at a family dance. Everyone very much
enjoyed the evening, even if
they didn’t want to dance, as
there was an abundance of
fellowship for young and old
alike.
Though the attendance was
small, the Feast was big in the
ways that counted. Most left
the Feast really buoyed up for
the coming year. Everyone
thoroughly enjoyed the site
with many expressing surprise
and delight that there was such
a millennial setting so close to
the Los Angeles area. We look
forward to hosting the Feast
there again in 2016.
Mike Blackwell
cogwa.org
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ESTES PARK,
COLORADO,
UNITED STATES
The stunning landscape of
Rocky Mountain National Park
was the setting for the Feast
of Tabernacles in beautiful
Estes Park, Colorado. Brethren
had the opportunity to see elk
roaming in their yards, on the
streets and in the parks of Estes
Park. Several deer made themselves at home after services
one afternoon in the courtyard
of the Rocky Mountain Park
Inn where services were held.
The snow-capped mountain
peaks were a continual visual
treat for the brethren.
Activities included teen and
young adult bowling activities, a senior citizens’ brunch, a
family dance and a Family Day
activity that featured a lunch
of barbecued beef brisket and
chicken, potato salad, coleslaw
and dessert as well as volleyball, horseback riding, paddle
boating and hiking in the park.
Brethren also donated nonfood items to the Loveland,
Colorado, Head Start Essential
Needs Program.
Members appreciated God’s
blessings of excellent spiritual
food, mild weather and a spirit
of rejoicing throughout the
Feast.
Michael Hanisko

HAPUNA BEACH,
HAWAII,
UNITED STATES
Three hundred and fifty
traveled to the Big Island of
Hawaii this year to celebrate
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the Feast at the Hapuna Beach
Prince Resort. Since over 80
percent of our attendees stayed
at the resort, we got a great
nightly rate and free meeting space for all our services,
meetings and breakout needs.
Most walked to services each
day from their hotel rooms and
ate at the five restaurants on the
property.
Those who stayed at the resort reported in our post-Feast
survey that staying on property
and fellowshipping before and
after services and sharing meals
with other attendees on-site
spiritually enhanced their Feast
experience.
Activities this year included
a welcome reception opening
night; young adult kayak and
snorkel trip; teen pool party;
teen, young adult and singles’
hospitality gatherings; Family
Day picnic with games at the
world-famous Hapuna Beach;
a chartered boat snorkel trip;
and a Hawaiian luau at the
neighboring sister property, the
Mauna Kea Resort.
Of course, families enjoyed swimming and playing
in the surf at the beach and
the gigantic resort pool. One
favorite activity was to go to the
Mauna Kea resort after dark
and watch the giant manta rays
come into the lighted bay and
feed. Members and families
also visited the Volcanoes
National Park and the Mauna
Kea Observatories, went sailing and snorkeling, hiked to
dramatic waterfalls and black
sand beaches, and discovered
the many shops and restaurants
on the Big Island.

The Big Island lends itself to
the spiritual nature of the Feast
because of its tropical lushness,
natural beauty and relaxing
atmosphere—from the brilliant
display of stars nightly to the
expansive views of the sea and
volcanic landscapes. In the
surveys, Feastgoers commented
on how the beautiful setting
manifested God through His
creation and enhanced their
Feast of Tabernacles.
The management of the
hotel was very pleased with
our group. They commented
on how well-mannered the
children were and how nicely
dressed our attendees were.
They were pleased to invite us
back, and we are reviewing a
proposal to return for the Feast
in 2017.
Dave Register

BRANSON, MISSOURI,
UNITED STATES
A total of 570 attendees
kept the Feast in the beautiful
Ozarks in Branson, Missouri.
The Branson site is known
throughout the United States
for its wide variety of wholesome entertainment.
But for God’s people Branson was the site for motels, condominiums and cabins within
a mile from the White House
Theatre, where God placed His
name to keep His Feast. The
White House Theatre management has worked their schedule
to accommodate our assemblies and activities. It’s a place
that affords warm fellowship
and a wonderful atmosphere in
which to learn to fear God as
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we prepare to rule with Christ.
The Feast brought millennial weather for the entire
period—no rain and temperatures in the 55 to 75 range with
mostly sunny skies. Very few
were sick, which helped us all
enjoy the numerous Feast activities, including a young adult
and teen morning hospitality,
preteen golf, a teen social, Sabbath fellowship and sing-along,
senior citizens’ luncheon and a
family dance.
We all appreciated how
many of our young people
pitched in to serve the elderly
and the handicapped and to
help in parking the cars.
The most notable highlight
of this Feast was the steady,
high attendances, proving
God’s people were keeping the
Feast to glorify God. God’s
people enjoyed a daily spiritual
diet of messages. They painted
a collage of the hope we seek:
restoration, God’s government
and laws, rulership with a servant’s heart and the completion
of God’s plan.
Inspiring daily special music
complemented our spiritual
atmosphere with a variety of
instrumental and choir selections. In addition, a small
ensemble accompanied daily
hymns.
Not to be forgotten was
the Festival Youth Instruction
classes, edifying our youth, and
the teen and young adult Bible
studies.
All in all, it was an excellent
Feast—one to be remembered
by many as their best Feast
ever.
Greg Sargent
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REDMOND,
OREGON,
UNITED STATES
Known as the crossroads
of central Oregon, the town of
Redmond hosted 184 of God’s
people for the Feast of Tabernacles this year. Services were
held at the beautiful Eagle Crest
Resort located approximately
10 minutes from Redmond.
The venue proved to be very
nice and convenient, as many
of those attending were able to
stay on-site for the eight days.
We enjoyed absolutely beautiful weather. With the exception of one day, we enjoyed sunny, 70-degree weather. In the
evening, under cloudless, crisp,
cool conditions, you could
view the beauty of a seemingly
endless star system. The area’s
rugged outdoor beauty was a
beautiful backdrop to what the
Feast of Tabernacles pictures.
Many were able to visit the
beautiful points of interest in
this area, such as Smith Rock,
Cline Falls, Pilot Butte and
world-renowned Crater Lake.
There were unique and
quaint venues that members
were able to visit. The small,
Western-themed town of Sisters, located 20 minutes to the
west of Redmond, was one such
area. It provided a laid-back feel
for an afternoon of shopping,
great food and fun.
Our family dance was very
well-received. Over half of our
attendees danced for hours to
music from big band to pop
and country—truly music for
everyone! Our seniors enjoyed
an afternoon luncheon in
which they were able to fellowship with one another as well
as enjoy the musical entertainment provided by a small group
of members.
We enjoyed excellent
sermons, sermonettes and
Bible studies. Messages were
varied and covered a number
of aspects about the coming
millennial reign of Jesus Christ.
Many remarked about how inspiring and thought-provoking
this year’s messages were. With
many, many positive com16
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ments, COGWA’s first Feast site
in the Pacific Northwest was a
resounding success.
Jon Pinelli

meal, setting and fellowship
provided a fitting closure to our
2015 Festival worship.
Kevin Epps

POCONO
MOUNTAINS,
PENNSYLVANIA,
UNITED STATES

PIGEON FORGE,
TENNESSEE,
UNITED STATES

A total of 376 attendees kept
the Feast at the newly built
Kalahari Resort in the Pocono
Mountains. Feastgoers were
edified by the sermons, special
music, fellowship, restaurants,
activities and surroundings.
The Kalahari Resort was inspired by trips to the Kalahari
Desert in Botswana, Africa.
Many members commented
on the quality of the African
artwork, ballroom, housing and overall atmosphere.
Attendees enjoyed the largest
water park in Pennsylvania, an
entertainment center, spa, four
restaurants and assorted shops,
all without having to leave the
resort. Appropriately, a Kalahari resort theme is “Everything
Under One Roof.”
A seniors’ luncheon was
served to over 100 participants,
who enjoyed a plated meal
while being entertained by a
live soloist singing classics from
yesteryear. Paul Suckling, the
emcee, shared life lessons; and
humorous slides were scrolling on a screen throughout the
event.
The family dance, with
about 160 attendees, was enthusiastically enjoyed, as the deejay, Todd Carey, kept everyone
moving (whether on their feet
or in their seats). A variety of
music from each decade—from
the ’40s through today—was
played throughout the evening.
For the Joseph Show, over
100 Feastgoers filled two luxury
coach buses and traveled to
the Sight & Sound Millennium Theatre in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania. A family-style
dinner was enjoyed at the Plain
& Fancy Restaurant before the
show.
More than 200 people
enjoyed the Last Great Day
luncheon buffet. This quality

Just under 800 kept the
Feast in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, this year. Weather was a
mixture of rain and sunshine,
but the smiles were endless.
Although it was a more sobering Feast due to the sudden
and unexpected deaths of two
members on back-to-back days,
everyone was keenly focused
on the future, knowing that
we will see them again and
knowing that the time is coming when death will also be
defeated.
Some of this year’s highlights were excellent messages,
beautiful music, a captivating
children’s choir and, for the
first time in Pigeon Forge,
Festival youth classes for our
preteens.
We rented a large enclosed
tent that was set up outside
the convention center, which
served multiple purposes. We
held the youth classes in the
tent, and we also had a barbecue luncheon for our seniors.
Several commented that it took
them back to their early days in
the Church when they met at in
a large tent for the Feast. Due
to rainy weather, the Family
Day activities were moved into
the convention center, where
our children enjoyed carnival
games and others enjoyed cornhole, bingo, card games and
even some live music. The family dance that was held on Saturday night gave everyone an
opportunity to burn off some
“Feast calories” while enjoying
one another’s company.
The Smoky Mountains
provided a beautiful backdrop
throughout the Feast. Many
members stay in condominiums or chalets that look out
over the mountain ranges.
Staying in one of these beautiful properties allows multiple
generations of a family to stay

together, which adds a great
deal to keeping God’s Feast.
By all accounts, it was another
beautiful Feast in Pigeon Forge.
Mark Winner

WARRENS,
WISCONSIN,
UNITED STATES
The Feast of Tabernacles
at the Three Bears Lodge in
Warrens, Wisconsin, (a satellite
site) will go down as a very
memorable Feast experience.
Since we were not able to secure
our Wisconsin site this year,
the Church provided a satellite
site so members (most of whom
were 60 to 96 years old) did not
have to travel a great distance.
No one really knew what to
expect. Would there only be
34 brethren? What would it
be like to have a webcast for
all the Feast messages? What
would the Feast experience be
like? To understand what our
Feast was like, just read some of
the comments from those who
attended:
• “It’s the best way to keep
the Feast.”
• “It’s great! You get to meet
everyone.”
• “We enjoyed the closeness
and the strong bonds we
created.”
• “Very warm. We were able
to meet and get to know
everyone. It was great for
older brethren.”
The general consensus
was that the Feast experience in Warrens had a family
atmosphere that allowed us to
focus on fellowship and God’s
plan. Even our planned events
turned into socials where everyone could visit more.
Everyone was able to stay in
the main complex, so weather
was never a factor. It turned
just cold enough to bring out
some of the spectacular fall
colors in Wisconsin.
Our webcast came through
from Orange Beach, Alabama,
where Cory Erickson mentioned in his sermon that the
senior generation is referred
to as the “Silent Generation.”
Don’t tell that to anyone who
cogwa.org
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attended the Feast at the Three
Bears Lodge in Warrens, Wisconsin. They were anything but
silent! We will look back favorably on our Feast experience
and remember our beloved
brethren for a very long time.
A small satellite site can
reap large dividends of valued
relationships.
John Quast

NEW BRAUNFELS,
TEXAS,
UNITED STATES
This year 400 brethren
attended the Feast in New
Braunfels. We enjoyed the
exclusive use of the spacious
convention center. This enabled
us to serve coffee and refreshments in the hall before services
and host an on-site seniors’
luncheon and a family dance.
The town of New Braunfels
has a range of quality restaurants and recreational activities. Even though Schlitterbahn
was closed during the Feast,
many people opted to go tubing
on the Comal River.
Larry Salyer opened the
Feast with a message on God’s
intention to share His glory with
all mankind. Jim Servidio spoke
about how God is in charge and
how, as a result, we can trust in
Him. Doug Horchak described
the Millennium as a time of
repentance that will bring peace
between man and God. Jack
Hendren discussed Romans
14:17 as a reflection of how the
Millennium will be established.
Andy Burnett described God’s
perspective of the Millennium.
During the Feast Mr. Salyer
gave a message on learning
November 2015

to fear God as we rejoice with
Him. Members could choose
from three separate Sabbath
evening Bible studies: one for
teens, another for young adults
and a study for any age.
Chris Moen spoke to the
youth about making the Millennium a personal vision. On
the eighth day Mr. Burnett
described how God makes salvation available to all humanity. Mr. Horchak concluded
by showing our part in God’s
plan now as well as in the world
tomorrow.
Outstanding fall weather
encouraged members to enjoy
outdoor activities and have
picnics along the Comal River.
A number of families with
teens spent an afternoon at the
Six Flags Fiesta Texas theme
park. Several groups visited the
Alamo and the San Antonio
River Walk.
We had an excellent Feast
in New Braunfels with fine
messages, pleasant weather and
good activities with a spirit of
sharing and cooperation.
Jack Hendren

LUSAKA,
ZAMBIA
Again we observed the Feast
at the Church property east of
Lusaka, Zambia. The highest
attendance was 195. There was
a heat wave in central Africa
after the Feast, but during the
Feast there was frequent cloud
cover, which lowered the baking, noonday temperatures
common at this time of the
year.
Our guest speaker, Dave
Myers, and his wife cemented

the idea that we are indeed
brethren through fellowship.
He gave outstanding messages. The one explaining the
relationship between the seven
days of creation and the Millennium was very well-received.
Some senior citizens commented that it was better than the
ice cream they donated (and ice
cream was no small treat).
The Last Great Day was the
high point of the Feast. Three
members: Siso and his wife,
Yolanta, as well as Rosemary
were baptized and added to the
Body of Jesus Christ. During
the afternoon service, eight
babies born after the Feast last
year were blessed.
We learned after the Feast
that one of our members lost
his job because his employer
refused to grant him leave to go
to the Feast.
Overall, things went well
with almost no complication.
Kambani Banda

BULAWAYO,
ZIMBABWE
Members of the Church
of God in Zimbabwe and two
South Africans met to celebrate
the Feast of Tabernacles at
Tulihill Camp in Bulawayo,
Zimbabwe.
The 163 people attending the
Feast heard from the elder from
Harare on the opening night.
He spoke about why we were at
the Feast, expounding on the
meaning of the Feast.
On the first day we listened
to the Feast sermon, a video
by Jim Franks, reminding us
that we are special before God.
Also we had the opportunity

to listen to Dave Myers’ video
sermonette, “Encourage, Equip
and Inspire.”
We heard very inspiring and
beneficial messages from leading men and the two Zimbabwean elders.
God blessed us with excellent weather, cold in the mornings and evenings and very
hot during the afternoons. We
were also blessed with a few
rain showers. Not only were
sermons strong and unifying,
but also the activities drew
everyone together.
We had a question-andanswer session, which was wellattended. We also had a ladies’
tea, spokesman club, youth
and young adults’ get-together,
youth and Family Day, soccer,
netball and sing along.
On the Last Great Day
we had the blessing of little
children. After the afternoon
service, we had the opportunity
to baptize two young ladies,
Mrs. Farai Ngwenya and Mrs.
Ernia Moyo, all from Gokwe,
whom we have been counseling
for the past three years.
As always, God demonstrated His love, concern and great
goodness for us, providing all
the blessings and making it
possible for us to return home
safe. We now have a firm commitment to continue overcoming and working hard on our
lives so we can keep the Feast
next year.
We don’t want to forget to
thank the Church and the leadership for providing the funds
so that people in this part of the
world may rejoice and have a
wonderful Feast of Tabernacles.
Stephen Tshabalala
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FEAST OF TABERNACLES
ATTENDANCE
Among the encouraging reports from the Feast this year
were the attendance figures recorded at each of the Feast
sites around the world for the Church of God, a Worldwide
Association. The figures below represent the high attendance
at each site.
We also include those who connected via prerecorded DVD
sermons, daily webcasts and Roku. Consistent with our past
reporting practices and member feedback, for attendance
purposes we count an average of two viewers per DVD or
webcast/Roku connection.
Argentina
Abu Dhabi/Singapore
Australia
Bahamas
Barbados
Bolivia
Burundi
Cameroon
Canada
Chile
Colombia
Congo
Côte d’Ivoire
La Mé
Man
Fiji
France
Ghana
Grenada
Guatemala
Guyana		
India		
Ireland		
Jamaica		
Kenya
Malawi
Mauritius
Myanmar
Mexico
New Zealand
Nigeria

160
3
40
2
65
105
260
17
9
369
71
130
17
93
30
116
514
13
619
18
15
245
137
105
52
31
3
219
60
32

Peru
164
Philippines
219
Rwanda
69
South Africa
147
St. Kitts
234
St. Lucia
3
Togo
19
Tobago
6
United States
Alabama
1,300
California
188
Colorado
230
Hawaii		
350
Missouri
578
Pennsylvania
376
Oregon		
184
Tennessee
788
Texas
419
Wisconsin
34
Zambia
195
Zimbabwe
163
On-Site Total..………9,216
U.S. Shut-Ins
Receiving DVDs
330
Webcast
Orange Beach
380
Pigeon Forge
210
Mazatlán (Spanish)
90
At-Home Total………1,010
Total………………10,226

Look at many more photos from around
the world in our Feast photo album
facebook.com/cogwa
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Keep It Going

What proactive things can we do to maintain the
zeal and energy we experience after an inspiring
Church event like the Feast of Tabernacles?
By Joshua Travers

A

ny occasion when God’s
people get together is
inspiring and uplifting.
Whether it’s the Feast
of Tabernacles, a Young
Adult Leadership Weekend, Winter Family Weekend or a summer
camp, being together creates an
energy and a positivity that is unlike anything else.
Then you return to the daily
grind of the world.
The zeal that was so strong
at the Feast, the Winter Family
Weekend or whatever event you
just attended, suddenly vanishes.
Before long, the problems of the
world—paperwork, car trouble,
a difficult boss—can make such
inspiring occasions nothing more
than a dim memory.
How do you keep that zeal—so
strong when you were in the midst
of God’s people—in a world that
appears to destroy zeal with ease?
Here are three ways to keep
your zeal going after an amazing
Feast of Tabernacles, a wonderful
camp, an inspiring sermon or any
event that brings God’s people
together.

Maintain your relationships
Special events are wonderful opportunities to meet new
people within God’s Church.
Keeping in touch with those you
meet through Facebook, Twitter,
email or even snail mail can help
keep your zeal stirred and give
you some encouragement in a
frequently discouraging world.

Meditation

The Bible encourages us to
think about the positive aspects
of life and not the gloomy things
that we encounter along the way
(Philippians 4:8). It’s easier to
be energetic if you think about
how great the Sabbath is rather
than focusing on how grumpy
your coworker is every Monday
morning. What we think about
is very important in forming
who we are and how zealous we
can become.

Application

Think of a way to apply a principle or idea you’ve been learning about in a brand-new way.
For example, if you’re a camper
learning about the pearl of great
price, you could think of a new
way to treasure what we have
been given. It might be starting
the day by reading a chapter of
the Bible, giving clear answers to
your friends’ questions about the
Feast instead of being evasive, or
striking up spiritual conversations
with brethren at Sabbath services
instead of just talking about the
weekly grind. There are tons of
applications that may work for
you in your life.
These three methods aren’t
the only ways to stay zealous in
a largely apathetic world. In the
end, nothing will work if you
don’t consciously decide that you
will stay zealous regardless. The
choice is yours. Will you keep
your zeal going? OA
cogwa.org

Stewardship of God’s Financial Blessings
The 2014 independent audit shows positive stewardship of our finances.
by Britton M. Taylor

I

t is our privilege to share the audited financial statements of the
Church of God, a Worldwide Association. This year’s report is
for the years ending Dec. 31, 2014, and 2013. Go to the following link to view the entire report online: members.cogwa.org/
news/2014-audit/.
The audit was completed in August, and once again the Church
received a favorable opinion that the financial statements accurately present the Church’s financial position and results of operations
for 2014 and, by comparison, for 2013. The 2015 audit will be done
earlier next year, at the end of the first quarter of 2016.
Our independent auditing firm, Henry & Peters, P.C., of Tyler,
Texas, gave us an “unqualified” opinion on the financial statements in reflecting generally accepted accounting principles. In
this context, the term unqualified refers to the absence of any
expression of concern by the auditors as to the continued viability
of the Church and means the statements are presented fairly in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles.
These results not only positively reflect the performance of
the financial operations of the Church of God, a Worldwide Association, Inc., but the entire organization’s approach to its fiscal
responsibilities. The Ministerial Board of Directors and admin-
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istration are committed to continuously improving the Church’s
operations and being the best stewards we can be of the financial
resources God provides to do His work. An “unqualified” opinion
is just one indication of that commitment.
We are very thankful to report that income received for 2014
was just over $10.5 million, the highest in our short history and an
increase of slightly over 3 percent from 2013. Total expenditures
for 2014 and 2013 were $10.4 and $9.6 million respectively.
We believe that God has truly blessed our income in this our
fourth full year of operations.
We acknowledge that our blessings come from God the Father
and Jesus Christ. We recognize that it is only by God’s grace,
mercy and continued blessing that we will continue to experience
the sound financial health in the future that God has blessed us
with these past four years.
We extend our deepest thanks and appreciation for the continuing generosity and faithfulness of the members and others
who support the Church by giving tithes and offerings. We ask
that you continue to pray for us to have wisdom and discretion
and follow Christ’s lead in our stewardship of the resources He
provides. OA
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Will He Really
Find Faith?
Standing Strong in a
Faithless World

Atlanta . Branson . Columbus . Fort Worth
Los Angeles . Portland . Twin Cities

YALW
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DATE

Young Adult Leadership Weekend
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Qa

My father was
stabbed to death
almost a year ago. I
would like to know
if it’s possible for me
to go to heaven even
if I don’t forgive his
murderer. Perhaps,
with time, I might be
able to reach a point
where I’m ready to
forgive. I’m just not
sure I ever will. I’m
also wondering what
will happen in heaven
between forgiven
criminals and their
victims. The hardest
thing to understand
would be if rapists
and murderers of
children might be
forgiven. I hope you
might help me.
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Please accept our condolences over your
tragic loss. I was deeply moved upon learning of your circumstances, and I prayed for
God to give you comfort.
Does the Bible indicate that a person
could lose his or her salvation for failing
to forgive someone? It might surprise you
to learn that the answer is yes. Read this
excerpt from our article “Passover and
Forgiveness”:
“Even in His instructions about prayer,
Jesus said: ‘For if you forgive men their
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you. But if you do not forgive men
their trespasses, neither will your Father
forgive your trespasses’ (Matthew 6:14-15).
So we find that God will forgive our sins on
the condition that we will forgive others.”
You will want to read the entire article
to discover what the Old Testament festival
of Passover has to do with Christianity. In
brief, Passover foreshadowed the heart of
Christianity, which is Jesus’ self-sacrifice to
pay for the sins of every human being. He
endured horrendous suffering and humiliation on our behalf. The way each of us must
begin to deal with the issue of forgiving
someone else is to remember (in detail) that
we personally have been forgiven by God.
Murder and rape are capital crimes,
for which the penalty is death. But lying
is a capital crime, too, as is failing to keep
the seventh-day Sabbath. In practical fact,
every person has committed many sins, according to the apostles Paul (Romans 3:23)

personal
contact
with Cecil Maranville

and John (1 John 1:8, 10). The penalty for all
sin is death (Romans 6:23).
The bottom line is that everyone needs
to have his or her past overlooked, whether
that past involves unspeakable crimes or
what most assume to be less obvious offenses, such as those I’ve mentioned.
“Forgive wrongdoers” is easy to say, but
we might need God’s help to reach the point
of completely forgiving someone. As you
noted, human beings have done evil things
to innocent victims. And I write this with
deep sympathy for your personal circumstances. But we each must acknowledge, “If
God has forgiven me and Jesus literally gave
His life to pay my death penalty, how can I
withhold forgiveness from someone else?”
We need to grow to have the character of
God, who is able to give the truly repentant
a fresh start—even those who committed
atrocious acts. Please look into the Bible’s
teaching in “What Is Forgiveness?” And
study the more detailed explanation in the
articles in the section “Change: Transforming Your Life to God’s Way.” No one is going to enter the afterlife without genuinely
and deeply repenting of his or her sins.
Lastly, I noticed that you assumed the
afterlife for the righteous will be heaven. I
encourage you to look into what the Bible
says on this by reading the articles on this
page: “Is There Life After Death?”
As you work through this monumental
challenge, let us know if we can be of further help. OA
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church potluck
News and events from your local congregation

caribbean Regional
pastor visits guyana
Brethren in the interior of Guyana
were delighted when they were told that
their regional pastor was traveling up to
the Rupununi to visit. After arriving in
Georgetown on July 22, Arnold Hampton
flew to Lethem on the 24th and was met
by Gary Atkinson who had traveled by
bus to organize the visit.
That evening Mr. Hampton met with a
member and her husband, who is interested in baptism. The discussion was quite
long and revealing. A huge chuckle came
from Mr. Hampton when it was suggested
that he visit every three months.
Seven people plus a baby were in attendance for the Sabbath service. Mr.
Atkinson led songs and gave the sermonette. The main message “Follow Me”
was exquisitely presented by the visiting minister. One youth remarked that,
whether live or recorded, “Mr. Hampton
sounds the same.” Everyone soaked up
the message.
After an enjoyable lunch, there was a
Bible study. The topic was “An Overview
on Prophecy,” and again everyone enjoyed
the message. Because of transportation
arrangements, the husband and wife had
to depart for the long journey home so
plans for a discussion after dinner had to
be canceled.
Mr. Hampton was overjoyed with
the visit. He was amazed at the physical
changes he saw in Lethem and endured
the mosquitoes and blazing sun. We all
pray that, God willing, he will be able to
pay another visit as soon as is possible.
Jad and Gary Atkinson
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Ralph Levy teaches at the Hispanic Bible study in the Allen office; some of the brethren tour the
studio; the class listens to the Bible study.

Hispanic Brethren in Dallas hold monthly
potluck and Bible Study at FI Classroom
The Dallas congregation enjoys a large contingent of Hispanic brethren that consists of
over 50 adults and children who come from Mexico, Guatemala and Chile.
Even though some of the Hispanic brethren have mastered the English language, some
still prefer messages in their native language and listen to Sabbath and holy day services
with Spanish translations provided by some of the brethren in the congregation.
The Hispanic brethren try to meet once a month for a Spanish Bible study and fellowship. On Bible study Sabbaths, they meet at someone’s home right after services and enjoy
a relaxed potluck meal together. Afterward, they listen to a prerecorded message; an FI
class that has been translated into Spanish; or, on occasion, a live Bible study by Ralph
Levy or a visiting minister, deacon or elder.
This past July, the Hispanic brethren had the joyous opportunity to hold their monthly
potluck and Bible study at the Church’s headquarters office for the first time. After Sabbath services, they enjoyed a fellowship-filled potluck meal upstairs in the dining area
next to the FI classroom. Following dinner, the brethren sat in the FI classroom and
listened to a Bible study class given by Dr. Levy. It was a great opportunity for them and
allowed them to have the classroom experience of an FI student! At the end of the evening, they had the unique opportunity to tour the headquarters offices and take a peek in
the recording studio.
Dora Jennings
cogwa.org

Newark, ohio, congregation
congratulates newlyweds
The Newark, Ohio, congregation surprised newly
married Rich and Krista
Johnson after Sabbath services on Sept. 12, 2015, with
a cake, banner and reception to congratulate them on
their marriage. It was also
a “Welcome to the Newark
Family” gathering for Krista,
who joins the congregation
from the Sherman, Texas,
church area.
Denise Rambsel

Hilltop Outreach Program Funds
“Lapghan” Project in Florida
The Nimble Fingered Crafters started
our Hilltop Outreach project near the end
of February 2015 when we began to make
lapghans (small afghan blankets, meant to
cover legs); however, we began collecting
names of recipients earlier. Our original
goal was to make 12 lapghans for homebound brethren using our Hilltop grant.
We ended up making 24 lapghans from
near the end of February to the end of July.
The recipients ranged in age from a 3-yearold cancer patient receiving chemotherapy
to a legally blind 94-year-old. So far, 22
Arlene Berge places a
have been mailed and two are waiting for
lapghan on her lap.
a home.
We crafters consist of eight elderly ladies of the Ocala, Florida, congregation, half of whom are widows.
Each lapghan was wrapped in tissue paper and sent in a box. It was
accompanied with a group photo and a personalized card signed
by each member. A few recipients lived close enough that a member personally delivered the lapghan.
Our biggest drawback was that we are very scattered, living
over 100 miles apart in some instances; so we were not able to meet
together as a social group. The ladies seemed to enjoy the project,
and some have asked when we will start again. Here is a note from
one of the volunteers: “The thank you notes have been very nice,
and this has given us ‘mature adults’ a great way to serve! It’s been
fun.”
We greatly appreciated the opportunity afforded us by the FOI
Hilltop Outreach Program and its board members. It gave us an
opportunity to use our talents in an organized effort to hopefully
brighten someone else’s life—something we could not have accomplished on our own. I believe each side—crafter and recipient—benefited from the project.
Karen Blount
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Twin Cities Ladies Create Lap Quilts
of Encouragement
The Twin Cities, Minnesota, congregation has a sewing club!
One of our young ladies, Amy Davis, came up with this idea
after a ladies seminar at our Families Glorifying God weekend this
spring. Dee Kilough related examples of ladies in the Church using skills such as sewing for mentoring and service.
The goals for the sewing club are:
• Teaching one another new skills.
• Mentoring and bonding.
• Creating opportunities for service projects.
Upon recommendation of our pastor, Gary Black, Amy applied
for funding from the Hilltop Outreach Program. Funding was
approved, and the project began with the goal of sewing quilts for
those unable to attend Church because of sickness or age and to
show love and encouragement to them.
Approximately 12 ladies were involved over the course of three
meetings. Six quilts were completed. With encouraging, Feastrelated Bible verses on the backs of the quilts, they made lovely
Feast gifts for those unable to attend the Feast in our area.
Additional projects are already being considered to help us
through the long Minnesota winter!
Go to foundationoutreachintl.org to find out how you can do a
Hilltop project.
Barbara Lee

To find out how you can do a Hilltop project go to

FoundationOutreachIntl.org
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Lessons LEARNED IN the Minnesota Wilderness
This summer, several Midwestern teens and young adults had
the opportunity for new experiences, adventure, fun and learning
in a unique environment. No, they weren’t sitting in a classroom.
The venue was much more interesting than that. They all went on
a wilderness canoe trip in the world-renowned Boundary Waters
Canoe Area Wilderness of northern Minnesota.
Participants spent four days and three nights in the backcountry wilderness. For some, this was a new experience. Others had
been on several trips over the years. The young people saw the
value of getting out of the house and away from technology. They
were able to experience new things, many of which took them
out of their comfort zone. They learned the value of teamwork,
perseverance and facing challenges without getting discouraged.
They learned to always be prepared and to encourage one another.
They enjoyed the opportunity to develop deeper friendships and
experience the beauty of God’s creation.
I had the opportunity to talk to several of the young people. I
asked them all the same questions: What was the most enjoyable
part of the experience? What was the most difficult part? What
was the biggest lesson you learned?
The youngest participant is a young man who enjoys swimming, canoeing and fishing, and he excitedly told me, “I caught
a bullhead! … The worst part was the bug bites.” The lesson he
related to me from the trip was, “Sometimes you think you are going the right way, but you aren’t.” An interesting experience from
the trip was that a raccoon got into the cooler during the night and
ate half the bagels!
One young man related that this trip required patience.
“Whenever we had to go anywhere we had to canoe, and where
normally in a car it would only take 10 minutes to go somewhere,
in a canoe it would take us a couple hours.”
Interestingly, the most enjoyable and the hardest part of the trip
were very similar for him. “I think what I enjoyed most about this
trip was being out in the woods with friends, learning and working together away from technology and all the other distractions
and to see and experience more fully God’s creation. I think that
the same thing that was nice to be away from was also the hardest
thing to be away from, technology. … It just goes to show how reliant we are on technology to get us from point A to B.”
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Here are some comments from one of our young ladies who
found the canoe trip filled with new experiences. “The greatest
lesson I took from the trip would have to be the use of time. I
was blessed being able to have my first experience in nature. As
we canoed our way to our camp sites, I couldn’t help but admire
the beautiful views that nature had to offer. The beauty of God’s
creation was very rewarding. I thought to myself, ‘I spend more
time in the house but never make time for events that allow me to
witness the beauty of God’s creation.’ My whole point is, I feel like
nowadays our younger people, including me, consume so much
of our free time on our devices, computer and watching TV, while
missing out on the outside adventures. I took part in activities
that got me out of my comfort zone. Time is so precious. My goal
is to take advantage of it—make sure that I am less active inside
the house and be more active in things that create unforgettable
memories, just like what this trip has done for me!”
One of our more experienced young adults commented:
“It’s often difficult not to get discouraged when facing challenges. When I’m on a long portage, carrying a heavy pack while
being swarmed by mosquitoes or on a windy day when it takes all
my might just to keep from being pulled backwards, it’s tempting
to give up. Everyone on the trip understands the challenges; by
working together and by giving encouragement, we persevere. The
sense of accomplishment that comes from persevering through
a challenge and the strong friendships formed are what keep me
coming back every year.”
“One of the biggest lessons I learned from the canoe trip was
teamwork. It would be incredibly hard to do portages by yourself.
Some of the packs could be about half your body weight, so you
really need help getting them up on your back situated right, so
you can adjust the straps. You also need teamwork to help get
across lakes and through to rivers. If you didn’t have teamwork,
it would be a lot more challenging to set up and take down a tent;
with teamwork, you can do it in just about five minutes. Without
teamwork we really wouldn’t get anywhere.”
Our young people are grateful for their summer, and we hope
that the valuable lessons will last well into the long Minnesota
winter!
Barbara Lee
cogwa.org

announcements

We encourage members to send announcements to be featured in One Accord. We feature events
in members’ lives, including baptisms, births, engagements, weddings, significant anniversaries (25,
40, 50, 60, etc.), and obituaries. Typically they run between 50 and 100 words; however, we ask that all
submissions stay under 250 words. Please submit a high-resolution color photo along with the written
copy to your congregation’s reporter.

BAPTISMS

ADOPTIONS

David Jackson and Priyantha Indrajith take a picture after Priyantha’s baptism;
Mr. Jackson baptizes Seema Ghosh with the assistance of several other members.

At the Feast of Tabernacles in Kolkata, India, two people were baptized. On Sept.
29, Priyantha Indrajith was baptized. He is a member from Sri Lanka currently living
and working in Kuwait. On Oct. 2, Seema Ghosh was baptized. She is a member from
Kolkata, India. Seema is wheelchair bound due to a severe stroke in 2012. Visiting
minister David Jackson was able to baptize her with the assistance of her husband
Tarun and several members who carried her chair down the steps into the swimming
pool.

WEDDINGS
Charlie and Julie Rowland of
McAlester, Oklahoma, and Doug
and Janel Johnson of Brunswick,
Ohio, happily announce the marriage of Krista Rachelle Rowland
to Richard David Johnson. The
event took place on Aug. 30,
2015, at the stunning Mildred B.
Cooper Memorial Chapel in Bella
Vista, Arkansas.
The beautiful bride was attended by her sister Kelsey Reed,
best friend Sarah Reading and
her new sisters-in-law, Deborah
Pennington and Pamela Juliano.
Rich was attended by friends
Chris Williams, Ben Kaufman,
Steve McGhee and Ben Wilkey.
Krista and Rich Johnson
Nieces Jocelyn, Jessica and Taylor
tossed rose petals, while nephews
William and Colton brought the rings. The ceremony was preceded in songs by Krista’s aunts, uncle and grandmother; and the
wedding was conducted by the groom’s father, Doug Johnson. A
reception followed at the Avondale Chapel in Bentonville, Arkansas.
The couple now lives in Columbus, Ohio, where they attend the
Newark (Columbus/Cambridge), Ohio, congregation.
November 2015

Brian and
Sara Hawk of
the AkronCanton, Ohio,
congregation
are overjoyed to
announce the
arrival of their
first child, Ethan
Warren Jian-Min
Hawk. Ethan was
born in China on
April 26, 2013,
and came to the
United States
Ethan Hawk
to be at home
in Ohio on Dec. 10, 2014. He is growing and
learning remarkably well, and has captured
the hearts of family and friends. We send an
unending thank you to the many people who
prayed and gave us support through this whole
process.

On Sunday, April 5, 2015,
Jasmin Alicia Johnson and
Antoine Sylvester Sturrup, of the
Nassau, Bahamas, congregation,
exchanged wedding vows.
The beautiful garden wedding
was held at the Garden of Eden
Resort—Nassau. The bride was
escorted by her father, Edmond
Johnson; and Arnold Hampton
conducted the ceremony, which
was witnessed by approximately
140 family and friends.
The bridal party consisted of
Jasmin’s sister, Jonece Burrows;
her sister-in-law, Antoinette
Sears; and her best friend, Lisa
Sproul-Hoverman, who flew in
Antoine and Jasmin Sturrup
from Indiana to be a part of the
wedding.
The groomsmen were Antoine’s brother, Shelmerdine Cartwright; his best friend, Alvardo Woodside; and his brother-in-law,
Ashton Johnson.
After the ceremony, guests were treated to a scrumptious Bahamian meal inside the resort’s restaurant, followed by an array of
delicious desserts—a variety of cheesecakes and unleavened cookies. As the wedding was being held during the Days of Unleavened
Bread, the wedding cake was a delicious cheesecake made by the
bride’s father, and all of the other desserts were made by the bride
herself.
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The couple honeymooned in Nevada and California.
Jasmin is the daughter of Edmond and Sharlene Johnson, and
Antoine is the son of Linda and Shelmerdine Cartwright Sr. and
Eugene Sturrup.
They would like to thank the many friends and relatives who
flew in from the United States, the Caribbean and other islands of
the Bahamas to share in this special occasion.
Sharlene Johnson

ANNIVERSARIES

Royden and Julie Morgan, Larry Salyer, and Stefanie and Chris Rochelle

On the afternoon of Aug. 29, the Houston South, Texas, congregation celebrated the joyous 25th anniversaries for two of our
families, the Morgans and the Rochelles.
Both couples met their spouses at Ambassador College in Big
Sandy, Texas. Royden and Julie Morgan have one son, Spencer,
age 11. Chris and Stefanie Rochelle have two young adult children, Allie and Brandyn. The South church appreciates the service both these families continue to give to our area. Both couples
serve tirelessly with picnics, anniversaries, potlucks, outreach
programs, hall setup and the list goes on.
Each couple received a gift after services; and a reception
followed with cake and punch, warm fellowship and sharing wedding pictures.
Susan Scott Smith

OBITUARIES
On Friday, Oct. 2, 2015, Alan Khan, a member of the Orlando,
Florida, congregation, died suddenly of cardiac arrest while attending the Feast of Tabernacles in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee.
Alan was born on Sept. 8, 1950, in Guyana to Zabar and Doreen Khan.
As a teenager, Alan learned about God’s way of life from a close
friend in Guyana. With that understanding, he always strived to
be excellent in every area of his life.
Besides his many talents, Alan was best known for his booming
radio voice. At 24 years old, he was the youngest and most popular
deejay and radio announcer/producer in Guyana for GBS (the
Guyana Broadcasting Service).
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Before his death, Alan
was working on several audio
recordings for the Church’s
booklets. He had just completed the recordings for
three of the booklets and had
started to work on The Book of
Revelation: The Storm Before
the Calm. Alan had planned
to complete the recording
for Clyde Kilough after he
returned from the Feast.
Music was one of Alan’s
passions. Though he was
Alan Kahn
self-taught, he was an accomplished musician. For a
short while, Alan was the choir director of the church in Toronto,
Canada, and then lately, the director for special music in Orlando,
Florida. He will be remembered for his many contributions to special music in several church areas, working with the Orlando choir
and playing classical pieces on his guitar during the holy days.
Alan was also an accomplished artist and photographer. He was
an avid reader, and he loved life and lived it to the fullest!
Most of all, Alan had a deep love for God and His precious
truth. He loved his family, and he shared that love with everyone.
Alan died doing what he loved dearly—fully loving, living and
embracing God’s way of life at the Feast of Tabernacles.
Alan is survived by his wife, Mezaun; his two children, Alan Jr.
and Nadine; his father, Zabar; his two sisters, Neshia and Roxan;
his two brothers, Bonny (Bugz) and Adam, who is a member of the
Miami, Florida, congregation.
Alan was preceded in death by his mother, Doreen Khan, who
died in the faith on Aug. 15, 2014.
Adam Kahn
Scott William Mabry of
Uwharrie, North Carolina, died
peacefully on Monday, Sept. 29,
2015, in the arms of his wife.
He was 88 years old. He died
from unexpected complications
in intensive care at the veterans
hospital in Salisbury, North
Carolina.
He will be deeply missed by
Goldia Mabry, his wife of 65
years; all the generations of the
Mabry family; and the many
friends he made throughout
his life.
Mr. Mabry served in the
Scott Mabry
U.S. Army during World War
II. He was a 1951 graduate of
North Carolina State University with a degree in agronomy. He
worked for Kaiser Chemical and Mid South, helping North Carolina farmers enrich their crops with proper soil and fertilization.
Later in life, he worked for his son Scott’s land surveying business.
But his true love was working on his small farm, which he did
exclusively for the last 30 years of his life.
On Dec. 25, 1949, Scott and Goldia were married in a little
church right across the road from a plot of land they would one
cogwa.org

day buy to raise their family. And what a family they raised!
The Mabrys had seven children: Patricia Ann Mabry-Russell;
Scott Allen Mabry (deceased); Teri Mabry; Will (Angela)
Mabry; John Mabry; Thom (Bonnie) Mabry; and Matt (Nina)
Mabry. There are 13 grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren.
Scott and Goldia were baptized in 1966 and were always
faithful, devoted members of the Church of God. He was a
father to the fatherless and a grandpa to just about anyone who
met him. In fact, that’s what everyone called him: Grandpa
Mabry.
His life was all about helping his family and his friends. He
raised cows, horses and free-range chickens (before there ever
was such a thing) and gave fresh eggs and milk to his family
and friends. He loved working in the garden, sitting on the
porch with his bride, taking care of the animals, and feeding
the masses that came to visit him on the farm. His home was
the venue for many church outings, and he taught scores of
children (and even a few adults) the proper way to milk a cow.
If you met him you had a friend for life. He was loving,
patient, caring, faithful and irreplaceable. He will be missed
beyond words.
John Mabry

Harry Mason Smith,
age 92, of Smoaks, South
Carolina, died on Aug. 21,
2015. He was born March
24, 1923, to Joseph Howell
and Bessie Kinard Smith.
He married Shirley Ethel
Dantzler on Oct. 16, 1943, in
Walterboro, South Carolina.
They were married for 65
years until Shirley died in
January of 2009.
Harry was a World
War II veteran, serving his
country from 1942 to 1947
Harry and Shirley Smith
while stationed at Pantanella, Italy. During his service, he was injured when his plane
exploded midair. He was missing in action in Yugoslavia for
six weeks before being rescued and treated for his severe burns.
Harry was awarded the Silver Star, the Purple Heart and the
Air Medal and retired from the Charleston Naval Shipyard.
Harry was a longtime member of the Church of God. He
was baptized in September of 1970 and was ordained a deacon
in January of 1978. He attended the Church of God until he
was no longer able to attend due to his declining health. Harry
was an avid NASCAR fan and enjoyed hunting and country
living.
He is survived by a sister, Mary Lucille Smith; four daughters, Patricia (Jack) Gunter, Phyllis (Pat) Hegler, Debbie (Bill)
Cherry and Barbara (Donnie) Shumpert; and a son, Steve
(Maureen) Smith. He had 15 grandchildren and 31 great-grandchildren. One of his granddaughters, Angela Cherry Katai,
and her family attend the Dallas, Texas, congregation. He was
predeceased by brothers Jack, Howell and Wendell Smith. A
private family burial was held on Saturday, Aug. 22, 2015.

Tributes
James Douglas Springer, an elder
in the Sacramento, California, congregation, died peacefully at home
on July 17, 2015, after a nine-year
battle with multiple myeloma, a
cancer of the bone marrow.
Jim was born in Inglewood, California, on Sept. 20, 1954, the second
child of James and Marlene Springer.
From the age of 9, he felt that the Sabbath was God’s day of worship and
was able to act on that belief when
he began attending the Worldwide
Church of God in 1975. He met his
Jim Springer
wife, Lorinda, in 1979, and they were
married in August of 1980.
Jim earned a degree in civil engineering from the University of
California at Irvine before beginning his career at the California
Department of Transportation in 1979. He worked for Caltrans
for 31 years before taking an early retirement in 2010.
Although he grew up in Southern California, he always
dreamed of owning land. He was able to realize that dream
when he and Lorinda moved to the Sierra foothills of Northern
California in 1986, where they purchased five acres in the small
community of Rescue.
He considered himself a hobby farmer and planted an orchard,
a vineyard, several types of berries and, most recently, a variety of
olive trees. He also loved playing basketball and coached basketball teams for his congregation and his children’s elementary
school. He also enjoyed writing articles proving the existence of
God for the Life, Hope & Truth website.
“Jim loved God’s Word and enjoyed sharing it,” said Ken
Giese, one of Jim’s former pastors, “whether through sermonettes,
sermons and Bible studies; general conversation; or through the
written word in his articles. Over the course of his illness, he
rarely turned down a speaking opportunity and regularly traveled
to all three northern California congregations.
“Jim will be remembered for his stalwart faith in God in his
struggle against cancer. He continued to think of and pray for
others, rising above his own trials and suffering and reaching out
to others in need. Though he would politely respond to questions
regarding his health, he rarely complained about it or allowed it
to define him. Through the last nine years of his life, he savored
every new opportunity for travel and each new high point, as
weddings came and went and each special grandchild arrived.
Jim Springer was a faith-filled member of the Church, a caring
husband, a loving father and grandfather, as well as a devoted
elder. He not only had a strong will to live but to live life to the
fullest every moment he drew breath. He inspired us all and will
be sorely missed by all those who knew and loved him.”
Jim is survived by his wife, Lorinda, and their two children
and their spouses, Kimberly (Kyle) Mullen and James Christopher
(Gina) Springer. He is also survived by his treasured grandchildren, Kaidan and Kindsey Mullen and James Benjamin Springer,
as well as his siblings, Linda Greene, Thomas Springer and Larry
Springer.

Nancy Lochner
November 2015
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Dec. 22-26, 2015

WFW

2015 Winter Family Weekend . Louisville, Kentucky

Join us this December in Louisville, Kentucky, for the 2015 Winter Family Weekend at
the beautiful Galt House Hotel and Convention Center.
Kicking off the event is an opening family dance on Tuesday evening, Dec. 22, where
you are sure to have fun and meet with hundreds more of your Church family. Each jampacked day will offer something for everyone! Compete in novelty Olympics or try your
best at riding a mechanical bull at the Family Fun Fair. Join a basketball or volleyball team.
Spend an hour jumping around at the indoor trampoline park (the first 140 preteens
and teens can enjoy an hour at the outstanding deal of $2 per person). Spend your day
increasing your biblical knowledge at our educational seminars that will begin bright
and early on Wednesday. These seminars will cover a variety of topics—all presented by
COGWA pastors and Foundation Institute instructors—and will continue each day until
they conclude with Sabbath seminars focused on this year’s theme, “Ambassadors for
Christ.”
The fun doesn’t stop once the sun goes down! In the evenings listen to music
performances or sing your heart out at karaoke. Win prize money or a complimentary
night off your hotel stay with your best costume at two of our Saturday night dances.
Probably the biggest reason to come to the Winter Family Weekend is to step away from
the world and gather together with your spiritual family for fellowship. It has been said
many times over the years that if you come once, you will definitely want to come back!
We hope to see you in Louisville this December!

Check out the event costs and details, registration
and special music opportunities online at

members.cogwa.org/wfw

