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wonderful future lies beyond this life, and that’s what
we must focus on. This life will be short when compared to eternity, whether our lives last for a few years
or several decades.
We are deeply thankful that during the recent
summer camp season all our teens, preteens, and staff
enjoyed a great activity without any serious injuries.
The death of Miss Montgomery at the Living Youth
Camp is a reminder that we should never take life or
safety for granted. We must continue to pray for God’s
protection at all times, and we must “weep with those
who weep” (Romans 12:15) and do our best to comfort
those who are suffering (2 Corinthians 1:3-5).

Jim Franks
President
Church of God, a Worldwide Association
@jimbfranks

Cover photo by Kait Black

Our youth summer camp program for 2015 ended
in mid-August, and from all accounts it was once
again very successful. Earlier in the month of August,
however, we were all deeply saddened to hear of the
accident at the Living Church of God Youth Camp
in Ohio that took the life of 19-year-old Morgan
Montgomery, a staff member from Australia. As soon
as I heard what happened, I made contact with the
leadership in the Living Church of God to offer our
sympathy.
When a young person dies in such a tragic manner,
it seems to deepen the tragedy and makes you wonder
how such a thing could happen. Many years ago I
read a book written by Rabbi Harold Kushner titled
When Bad Things Happen to Good People. He wrote
this best-selling book after his teenage son died from
an illness. This quote illustrates one of Kushner’s main
points:
“The question we should be asking is not, ‘Why
did this happen to me? What did I do to deserve this?’
That is really an unanswerable, pointless question. A
better question would be ‘Now that this has happened
to me, what am I going to do about it?’”
What can we learn from such tragic accidents?
We know that tragedy can strike at any time. It can
come in the form of illness or accident, and it knows
no age restrictions. Over my years as a pastor, I have
witnessed some horrific calamities in members’ lives. I
watched some who were very faithful die of an illness.
I recall once when a family was killed in a head-on
collision on a dark and rainy night. Members have
been killed in automobile accidents by drunk drivers,
poor road conditions, or reckless driving by someone
else. They were completely innocent but were simply at
the wrong place at the wrong time.
Regardless, we must keep in mind that our sufferings and trials were preceded by the suffering and
death of Jesus Christ. He was beaten, spat upon and
crucified. He was completely innocent of any wrong
doing, and His death was no accident. He, too, was
young—and if anyone deserved to live, it was Him—
but He was willing to die a tragic death for all of us.
However, Jesus Christ’s resurrection assures us that a
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Building a solid
spiritual foundation
Foundation Institute began its new academic
year on Aug. 17.
by Jennifer Bowman

F

ollow the sound of Bible pages flipping, keyboards clicking and papers shuffling on any morning at the church
office, and you’ll walk into the beginning of another day
at Foundation Institute.
Among the students in the front row is Kathy Cochrane, a first-generation Christian who came into the Church
35 years ago. The New Yorker, who now splits her time between
Florida and Maine, wanted to attend for the past 15 years. After
waiting for what she describes as “what seemed like forever,” her
time to attend finally came this year.
Her purpose is simple: “To get less of me and more of Him,”
she said.
The purpose of Foundation Institute is to equip students
with an understanding of the Bible and how it applies in the
21st century. The nine-month program is an in-depth study of
the entire Bible and includes discussions and reflections on how
these truths apply in daily life. It also includes other aspects,
such as providing students with opportunities to serve both
in the Church and in the community, special trips, connect-
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ing with local brethren, and an etiquette dinner at a member’s
home.
Ralph Levy is one of a number of instructors at FI.
“Foundation Institute is both a learning center and a laboratory for learning and practicing God’s way of life,” he said. “It’s
great to see a keen group of students getting started on this
learning adventure this year, and we faculty are impressed with
this year’s group. They are engaged and interested, and they ask
lots of questions!”
There are 15 students in this year’s class, all from a broad
range of backgrounds, ages and locations. Besides spending
time together in the class, they also gather for Friday night Bible
studies, random waffle nights, movie nights, Sabbath morning
brunches and other activities. At the events, student conversations alternate between serious biblical discussions and outbursts of laughter.
However, everyone has a serious focus: learning the depth
and breadth of God’s law and how it applies to their lives.
Harrison Jones, a third-generation Christian from North
Carolina, sits in the row behind Kathy Cochrane. He said he
needed to do something other than the college program he was
taking and has always wanted to go to FI.
“I’m hoping to get a more concrete understanding of why we
do what we do and be able to give a solid answer when asked
about my faith,” he said.
The first quizzes have been completed, and students are still
looking forward to every class. They are also eagerly anticipating some guest speakers throughout the year to round out the
program.
Go to FoundationInstitute.org to find out more about the
classes, student life and how to apply! OA
cogwa.org

A new year begins

Opposite page Dave Myers teaches Survey of the Gospels. This page, clockwise from the top
Erica Bennett and Kathy Cochrane; new FI students enjoy lunch after orientation; Robin
Beech, Becky Johnson, Tatiana Badely and Ina McLemore serve lunch; Mary Lallier and
Rachel Luecke; Jim Franks speaks at orientation; Ranti Fagbemi and Emily Burt; Jacob
Golden and Collin Jones; Jennifer Bowman, Kashawn Willis and David Johnson.

SAVE
THE
DATE
Dec. 22-26, 2015
September-October 2015

We hope you will make plans to join us in Louisville, Kentucky, for the
2015 Winter Family Weekend. Each year hundreds of households from
all over the United States—and some from other countries—share
four days of fellowship, education, sports, music and fun. Details
about this year’s event, as well as where to register and how to make
reservations, will come out after the Feast. The fun begins on Tuesday
night, Dec. 22, and runs through Saturday night, Dec. 26.

members.cogwa.org/wfw
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“We Are All
Family”
Four volunteers reflect on their recent
experiences working at summer camp in
Ghana and teaching English in Zimbabwe,
Zambia and Malawi.

One Accord: What was your first impression of the African
brethren?
Alex Lutz: As soon as I walked into the meeting hall [in
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe], I was greeted by two faces with smiles from
ear to ear. Joseph and Aleck immediately struck up a conversation
expressing how happy they were to have Jacob [Dame] and me as
visitors and how excited they were for us to observe the Sabbath
with them. More brethren started to arrive at the meeting hall
and I was greeted by more smiles and more excitement to host
us. Even with a bit of a language barrier, conversation flowed back
and forth with ease. As the hall started to fill before services, I began to hear a familiar sound: the gentle roar of a room full of God’s
people happily fellowshipping. I immediately felt like I belonged
despite being surrounded by people who came from a completely
different background, culture and country!
Ashley Holl: Upon meeting the brethren at Sabbath services
that week in Lusaka, Zambia, I would say I felt overwhelmed. The
excited faces of the brethren quickly swarmed Jessica [Schultz]
and me to shake our hands and introduce themselves. Building
friendships, despite language and cultural barriers, was surprisingly easy. English classes for Lusaka were held on a beautiful
piece of property, surrounded by trees and an open field. At
night, brethren would gather around coal fires and laugh for
hours. The presence of God’s Holy Spirit among the members
was certainly felt, and I felt at home.
One Accord: What was the most memorable moment or event
of your trip?
Hannah Shipman: On the final day of my activity [at the Ghana
teen camp], I had the blue group split up into four teams to play
volleyball. Most of the kids sat and talked on the sidelines when
they weren’t playing a game, but one boy was intently watching. Once I became aware of this, I called him over and asked
him what his name was and his age. He said his name was Anton
6
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and that he was 13. His big brown eyes stared up at me, not sure
what was going on. He quickly relaxed once I asked him to stand
with me in the middle to keep score and signal the serve. Seeing
him light up and be excited to hold a slightly authoritative position made my day.
Jessica Schultz: One of the most moving parts for me was
when the students wrote about something in the Bible that
inspires them. Our students pulled out various scriptures and
examples of men and women in the Bible and wrote about
how they related to their own lives. Reading about some of the
struggles they have gone through—and yet their complete faith
and trust in God and their gratitude towards Him—was very
inspiring.
Alex Lutz: On that fourth day we got an opportunity to take a
hike up onto this high rock face that looked out over the absolutely beautiful Zimbabwean landscape as the sun set. We were
all spread across the rock face taking pictures and admiring the
sunset. I then sat down with a group of five of the students. We
got to discussing the week’s classes, and they all told me how
much they appreciated the opportunity to learn more English
and increase their speaking skills. As a “thank you,” they asked
if they could sing me a song in their native language. As they
started to sing, the other students heard the singing and came
over to join. Soon I was surrounded by 15 of the most beautiful
harmonizing voices I have ever heard. All of this while the deep
red, African sun illuminated the sky with oranges, reds, purples
and blues. Hearing that euphoric sound—from those brethren,
in that setting—was the most memorable moment I had on that
trip and possibly my life.
One Accord: How do you think this trip changed you?
Hannah Shipman: In many ways it has been an eye-opener. It
made me change my view on how we should treat our fellow
brethren. I found in Ghana the brethren truly are a family. It’s
cogwa.org

Opposite page Ashley Holl and Jessica Schultz cuddle some of the children at the Lusaka, Zambia, FOI project. This page Alex Lutz
teaches English to brethren in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe; Hannah Shipman teaches volleyball at summer camp in Ghana.
also made me thankful for the little things, such as being able to
brush my teeth using tap water—the things I take for granted,
like constant power and hot water. I now realize these things are
blessings not essentials.
Alex Lutz: We returned from Africa on a Monday, and I had to
get right back to work on Tuesday. Needless to say, the day was
extremely busy, and I found myself aggravated and stressed over
everything that happened that day. I was already back into the
stresses that “my world” brings me on a daily basis. And then
on my drive home, I started reflecting on the the people I met,
the experiences I had and the things that I saw and heard about
on my trip to Zimbabwe. We all have things that stress us out,
but I realized it’s important to stay focused on the things that
are really important. Based on things I saw in Bulawayo and the
stories I heard from the brethren, I felt that they had a lot more
to be stressed out about than what I had just experienced on my
typical Tuesday at work in the U.S.A. But despite what I would
consider much bigger things to be stressed out about, the brethren in Zimbabwe had an absolute focus on learning God’s truth
and following His ways. Instead of stressing, they strengthened
their vision of God’s coming Kingdom in every way.
Jessica Schultz: While there were so many memorable moments and reflections to be made, one of the biggest lessons
that carries through everywhere I travel is that in the Church we
have family wherever we go. It doesn’t matter which country you
live in, what language you speak, what your occupation is, how
much money you make, what your house looks like or what level
of education you were blessed to receive—we are all family.
One Accord: What is the greatest lesson that you learned?
Ashley Holl: It’s really a simple, yet important lesson that Malawi taught me. Having things is not what makes you happy. While
it’s so easy to be caught up in our worldly possessions, within
God’s Church it is important to keep your eye on the real focus:
the Kingdom of God. Certainly it reminds me of Matthew 19:21,
when Christ tells the man who has kept the commandments that
if He wants to enter the Kingdom, he must sell his possessions.
Malawi reminded me that possessions are not important. God’s
love and the Holy Spirit—so prevalent within the congregation in Malawi—proved to be the real hidden wealth within a
poverty-stricken country.
September-October 2015

Hannah Shipman: I learned how to ask God when I need help.
The first day of camp I got a bit homesick. My family and I are
very close, and it was harder than I anticipated not being able to
contact them. After lots of prayer, I was reminded that no matter
where in the world I am, I’ll always have God to keep me going.
One Accord: Would you recommend others volunteer for an
FOI project in Africa? Why?
Hannah Shipman: Honestly, when I got to the camp I wasn’t
exactly sure what I’d gotten myself into, but I learned to go
with the flow. I learned that Ghana time is about 30 minutes
to an hour later than scheduled time. The poverty can seem
overwhelming, and I had to remind myself to look around at the
people. They were what made the trip worth it. Every camper
always had a smile on his or her face, and they went from activity
to activity singing and dancing. I would definitely recommend
people consider going and serving the brethren in Ghana. It was
100 percent worth the nerves, fears and butterflies I felt before I
left. Once it was over and I was dead tired after being awake for
36 hours straight, I could still smile. I am so thankful for the lessons learned and those who were a part of this journey.
Alex Lutz: Without a doubt, I think EVERYONE should consider
volunteering for an FOI project. If you want to learn about another country, culture and people while at the same time finding
out an incredible amount about yourself, then Africa is the place
to do it. You also get to see the direct impact the Church has on
a global basis. It is truly inspiring to see firsthand the work that
God is doing in every corner of the world, no matter how small
or how big. And to see the response that God’s truth is getting
can give you so much hope. I’ve always heard that you must put
yourself in situations that are different from your norm to really
get yourself to grow. What better place to do it than Africa? What
better reason to go than to serve your fellow brethren?

Learn more about how you can get involved at

FoundationOutreachIntl.org
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FIND IT AND KEEP IT
// Ken Treybig

F

or 582 campers, this summer was filled with fun, friendships and learning at COGWA Youth Camps’ six preteen
and four teen camps across the United States. A staff of
444 volunteers guided and cared for those precious young
lives as they learned more about God’s way of life. This
is our highest number of campers yet in our CYC program,
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amounting to a 9 percent increase in campers and a 3 percent
increase in staff members over last year. As the school year
begins, we look back with gratitude to God for His blessings and
protection on our camps. We are also very appreciative of the
staff members who gave of their time and energy.
This year’s theme, “The Pearl of Great Price: Find It and Keep
It,” is taken from one of Jesus’ parables about the Kingdom of
God and provided a very concrete way to teach about the value
of understanding what God is doing with humans. The imagery
of a beautiful pearl that must be properly cared for and protected provided fertile ground for creative ways to describe to
the campers how we need to treasure the precious truths God
has given us in daily morning Compass Checks, as well as in
Christian Living classes.
As always, we are thankful for the support of the Church
administration and members through prayers and donations
for this exciting program. Camp truly makes a difference in
the lives of these young people, and we hope you enjoy reading
the following summaries about the ways various camps helped
teach our children spiritual principles in a peaceful and encouraging environment.
cogwa.org

CAMP CARTER
// Andy Burnett

O

ne hundred campers from all over the United States and
three from Canada plus a staff of 45 gathered at YMCA
Camp Carter July 5 to 12. I thought it was one of our best
years yet. We enjoyed a great group of campers and staff.
It’s always heartening to witness the positive example of
God’s young people as they engage fully in camp for a week. It
speaks to the dedication of the parents of our teens in the Church.
It’s difficult to explain what it’s like to be in such an uplifting environment for a week without experiencing it. It’s a week of nonstop
activity, fun and fellowship.
The weather turned out to be a bit cooler than expected; and
we received rain Tuesday morning, which kept the dust down the
rest of the week. By that afternoon, we were able to get back to our
activity schedule. The lake conditions that day ended up being perfect for tubing, skiing and wakeboarding for our four speedboats
as they ripped around Lake Worth.
This year we introduced an orienteering/survival skills class
taught by Chris Moen, where campers worked in teams to build
fires without matches, build shelters and use compasses for navigaSeptember-October 2015

tion. Dance class was reinstated, and a cookie decorating class
was offered, where the decorators were permitted to devour their
creations.
Of course, we continued to offer our activity classes—archery,
basketball, volleyball, gaga ball, speedaway, disc golf, giant swing,
zip line, climbing tower and strength/fitness/agility training. This
year Preston Stolley, a camper from the Fort Worth, Texas, congregation, set a new Camp Carter record of 31 pull-ups (military-style
and in perfect form), which was quite a feat! Ashley Peoples, from
the Castle Rock, Colorado, congregation, established a new climbing tower record by scaling it in 3:01!
The staff and campers participated in various activities
throughout the week in the evenings as they played against one
another in basketball, speedaway, capture the flag, kickball, gaga
ball, dance and volleyball.
The staff enjoyed their get-togethers as well at nights from 9:30
to 11:30 p.m., as we hung out, ate popcorn and snacks, laughed,
talked and played various speed card games, such as spoons and
peanuts/nertz.
Compass Checks and Christian Living classes centered on aspects of the pearl of great price our young people have been given.
Britton Taylor gave the sermon Sabbath.
Consider joining us at Camp Carter next year either as staff
or as a camper. You’ll be glad you did, and you’ll establish some
lifelong friendships in the process!
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CAMP
Sequoia
Extended Session
// Paul Carter

A
CAMP Sequoia
// Paul Carter

C

ampers arrived on Sunday, July
19, for what some are saying was
the best Camp Sequoia yet while
California was receiving a rare
phenomenon called rain. It was a
nice mountain shower as thunderclouds
rolled their way through, breaking up after
camper orientation and leading to a week
of wonderful weather. All 34 campers and
30 staff members enjoyed a week of exciting activities, education and friendship that
will last a lifetime.
The camp started with off with a meal
of barbecued grilled chicken and pineapple
for dinner, followed by a welcome dance
with a luau theme. The dance was a great
way to get to know other campers, who
came from several different states. Many
first-time campers at Sequoia enjoyed the
more intimate and rustic setting of camp.
Activities included rock climbing,
hiking, riflery, skeet shooting, archery,
basketball, volleyball, dance, field games,
challenge course and a couple of new
activities, which taught “survival skills” for
teambuilding. We also had a new addition,
clincher ball. Clincher ball is similar to
softball, but the ball is larger and gloves are
not used. It was a quick hit and will remain
10
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an activity in the future. For survival skills
campers had to build a makeshift shelter
from what they had available in nature,
and their dorm had to be able to fit inside.
They also had to build fires using primitive
or uncommon methods.
The camp theme, “The Pearl of Great
Price: Find It and Keep It,” was part of
everything at camp, including camp
decorations, Compass Checks, Christian
Living classes and the activities themselves.
Counselors also implemented the theme
in the time they had with their dorms. The
campers could relate well to it and discovered the value and the commitment to this
way of life.
This year’s slip and slide was a hit and
was much faster and more challenging
than in years past. Campers enjoyed two
opportunities to cool off and zip down the
hill in a longer and more winding slide.
In the evenings we enjoyed a combined
Christian Living class and a campfire.
Skits, talent night, karaoke and more finished off each evening and concluded with
the camp singing a hymn. The last campfire of the week concluded with counselor
Forrest Dohrmann (with the help of his
dorm) proposing to Karissa Carter in front
of the whole camp. Some girls claimed that
they better find a guy who is that romantic!
Camp ended with a Sabbath banquet
served by the staff and a dance to wrap
things up.
It truly was one of the best camps yet!

fter Camp Sequoia ended and
campers and staff made their way
back home, six campers and three
staff members embarked on a
four-day adventure on a shuttle to
Catalina Island for Camp Sequoia Extended Session.
Extended Session is meant to be challenging both physically and mentally, but
campers find it very rewarding because of
the accomplishments and successes they
experience. In the past we have hiked the
Sierra Nevadas, gone canyoneering in
Kings Canyon and gone spelunking (even
sleeping in the cave); and this year we
hiked Catalina Island.
On the first day the group headed to the
southern end of the island to the TransCatalina Trailhead. We hiked 15 miles the
first day, which is a challenge in itself; but
to make it more difficult, the landscape
on that end of the island is more desert,
with little shade or water. As we set up
camp that evening, clouds rolled in and the
temperatures dropped quickly to around
60 degrees. We enjoyed a hot meal and
discussed the lessons from the day.
On the second day the group continued another 10.5 miles. Along the trail,
we saw wild bison as we made our way to
Little Harbor, which is a beautiful little
harbor on the west side of the island. Later
that evening we settled into Two Harbors
on the east side, and camped right on the
edge of the harbor. While camping, we saw
fox, deer and an eagle that sat right in our
camp.
The next day the group enjoyed sea
kayaking, swimming and fishing in Two
Harbors. We also hiked to the small village that sits on the harbor. For dinner
we enjoyed fresh fish from the ocean. The
following day we took the shuttle back to
San Pedro and the group headed home for
some well-deserved rest.
If you are interested in the Extended
Session and a rewarding challenge in
2016, look for more details in the spring at
camps.cogwa.com.
cogwa.org

Strong Rock Camp
// Todd Carey

T

he beautiful forest paradise surrounding the Chattahoochee Mountains was the location of Strong Rock Camp,
which welcomed 80 campers and 53 staff members this
year! Campers from 14 states—and three from the United
Kingdom—hit the ground running as they enjoyed a wide
variety of activities. Following orientation on Sunday evening, the
campers and staff assembled in the gym for mixer games to get
better acquainted with one another.
Following our theme, “The Pearl of Great Price: Find It and
Keep It,” each camper was given a small, blue CYC pouch containing one pearl. Campers then had the opportunity to obtain other
pearls throughout the week as they seized opportunities to go
beyond the call of duty in participation and service toward others. Observant counselors and staff members shared eyewitness
accounts of the different ways campers behaved that they deemed
worthy of receiving a pearl.
This year our older campers had an opportunity to hear and
participate in our EMBARK program. Cliff Demarest and his
team showcased the amazing future our youth can attain by building on the right foundation. Success in career, family and life is
September-October 2015

not impossible even in today’s decaying world, and the EMBARK
members challenged the campers to make plans to push forward
in establishing meaningful relationships in the Church, while setting the right example to the world.
This year the camp set aside Thursday evening for a variety show.
Each dorm and staff had an opportunity to present a skit, song or
other form of entertainment. Skits on proper etiquette in eating,
escorting your sister dorm, and behavior during Compass Checks
were all peppered with comical moments before showing the right
way to conduct oneself in these areas. The show was a huge success!
The activity staff provided a full slate of activities this year, as
our campers enjoyed archery, riflery, softball, speedaway, canoeing, swimming, dance, volleyball, basketball and, of course, gaga
ball! Added as a scheduled activity this year, the gaga pit was in
use practically the whole camp! Our rock climbing team gave our
newer campers an opportunity to climb and rappel on the rocks of
Yonah Mountain.
Friday evening the camp came together for a group Bible study,
and on the Sabbath the campers enjoyed their annual sing-along
and reading of Sabbath notes before attending afternoon Sabbath
services.
Both campers and staff mentioned their desire to return next
year. If you’re reading this article, consider adding your voice and
talents to those who enjoyed Strong Rock Camp by filling out your
2016 application and coming down to the hills of northern Georgia for a time you will not soon forget!
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Camp Heritage
// Doug Johnson

The 20th year for Church of God regional youth camps at the
Heritage Reservation is history! The staff of 30 and 34 campers enjoyed a fine week Aug. 9 to 16 at this veteran location for COGWA
Youth Camps.
This was one of the best years ever at Heritage in many ways.
After two years of cool and rainy weather, this year’s conditions
were sensational. We had a few pop-up storms Tuesday, but every
other day was rain-free and mostly sunny with temperatures in the
high 70s and low 80s. Overnight lows in the 60s made for pleasant
sleeping conditions.
Monday’s activities introduced the week’s routine and included
high ropes for the Challenge-level campers (aged 15 to 18). Other
scheduled venues included softball, riflery, archery, volleyball,
basketball, soccer, kayaking and swimming.
Wednesday the annual whitewater rafting trip down the
Youghiogheny River saw 26 participants (17 campers and nine
staff members) challenge 7.5 miles of class III and class IV rapids.
Thursday all campers enjoyed tubing behind the Scouts’ powerful
ski boat. The campers won the traditional Thursday night camper/
12
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staff softball game 15-10, their third victory in 19 games (the game
was canceled one year due to wet and unplayable grounds).
Daily Christian Living classes amplified the theme of “The
Pearl of Great Price: Find It and Keep It.” A special life skills class
was presented Wednesday evening by camp director Doug Johnson and his wife, Janel. After the life skills class, 12 campers and
two staff members headed out for overnight tent camping, while
the rest of the camp enjoyed a rousing game of bunco.
Friday night saw various Bible games as campers and staff welcomed the Sabbath. The Sabbath had the usual brunch, hymn sing,
opening of Sabbath notes and services. The last scheduled activity
was the Saturday night dance, with deejay Allen Holl keeping the
camp hopping. A beautiful slide show of the highlights of Heritage
2015 was presented during the evening dance by camp videographer and photographer Kait Black.
The year 2015 was the 11th and last year for the Johnsons to
serve as Camp Heritage director and wife. Scott Lord and his wife,
Monica, will begin serving in that capacity in 2016. The Lords organized a beautiful slide show of the first 20 years for Camp Heritage and presentation of tokens of appreciation to the Johnsons
on Friday evening. The thoughtful gifts included a lovely matted
and custom-framed photograph (the original photo was taken by
Mrs. Johnson) of the sunset over Lake Courage, a well-known and
much-beloved spot for all who have attended Camp Heritage over
the last 20 summers.
cogwa.org

writer’s block

93 Stinky
Children
(and Other
Reasons I
Love Camp)
The COGWA Youth Camps
program has a special place
in the hearts of children and
adults. Why? What about
this program makes it so
important to so many?
By Jeremy Lallier

T

here are a lot of reasons for any
rational adult to dislike serving in COGWA’s youth camp
program. The days are long and
demanding; the living quarters
are subpar and cramped; and
caring for dorms of high-octane,
super-excitable campers is intensely
exhausting on both mental and physical
levels. And yet, every year, hundreds of
volunteers sacrifice their time and money
to make sure these camps happen.
Why?
September-October 2015

My experience at Camp Lone
Star

Last month I had the privilege of serving as a dorm counselor at Camp Lone
Star. It was my first time at that camp
specifically, and my first time at a preteen
camp in general. When people asked me
how it went, I gave them the most honest
answer I could. “It was exhausting,” I’d say.
“But worth it.”
Exhausting, but worth it. I’ve served on
camp staff about a dozen times in eight
years; and whether that camp was surrounded by the forests of Pennsylvania,
the arctic tundra of Wisconsin, the highaltitude plains of Kenya or the rustic gravel
roads of Texas, I always got to the end thinking that camp was exhausting but worth it.
It’s the kids. They’re the reason for both
those things. They make it exhausting, but
they also make it worth it. During orientation this year, I joked that a successful
camp session meant getting to the end of
camp and still having all the campers I had
when we started. But really, it’s so much
more than that.

Real growth at camp

Ninety-three kids arrived at Lone Star
this year, some of them for the first time,
many of them not knowing their other
dorm mates, all of them filled with questions and apprehension and curiosity. Over
the course of the next few days, it was our
privilege as staff members to watch them
blossom.
And they did.
I had a camper, terrified of heights and
going underwater, who challenged himself
to ride the zip line at the lake. “I’ll prob-

ably do it once,” he said. He rode it 10 times
before camp was over. I saw other campers looking out for each other, giving each
other support and encouragement while
they tried all kinds of new things.
But the best part of camp—the absolutely best part, and the reason I keep
coming back—is that sometimes, if you’re
very lucky, you get to be there when it
clicks. You get to be there when, all of a
sudden, part of God’s Word starts to make
sense to a young mind. You get to be there
when these precious little ones start to
realize that this isn’t their parents’ church
or their grandparents’ church; this is their
church and God is working with them and
they get to be a part of something incredibly fantastic. That’s a revelation they’ll
carry with them the rest of their lives, and
getting to be there when it happens is an
honor beyond words.
So, yes, being on staff at camp is difficult. It demands quite a lot from you in
quite a few different ways. It’s exhausting
in every sense of the word, but the rewards
are beyond measure. It’s worth your time;
it’s worth your money; it’s worth whatever
it takes for you to be there—because sometimes the simple act of your being there is
the first step toward making an impact that
will last a lifetime.
If you ever have the chance to be part of
camp, take it.
It’s exhausting, but it is worth it.
Jeremy Lallier was the proud counselor
of eight stinky children during Camp Lone
Star, and in fact spent many years as a
stinky child himself at Camp Heritage. He
and his wife, Mary, live in Texas, where he
works as a full-time writer for the Church of
God, a Worldwide Association.
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Qa

I want to become a
Christian super badly
and follow the 10
Commandments,
but I’m only 12 and
my parents go to
church every Sunday.
I want to keep the
10 Commandments
but wouldn’t be
allowed to keep the
fourth one. Also I
was baptized as a
baby by water being
sprinkled on my head
and wasn’t immersed
in water. Anyways I
wasn’t old enough to
understand. I want to
really be baptized but
can’t. What should I
do? Please help me!
Will God understand?
If I do this when I
move out of the
house, it might be too
late! Jesus might have
come already! Please
help me!
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Yes, Jesus certainly understands,
because He was exactly your age when
He understood truths that His parents
did not (Luke 2:41-50). Yet He continued
to submit to His parents, keeping the
Fifth Commandment, which is strongly
reemphasized in Ephesians 6:1-3. Your
respect and cooperation will contribute
to making a peaceful home. This shows
God’s way of life through your example.
Never underestimate the impact of that
example, which will shine like a brightly
lit city sitting on a hill and be seen by all
around it (Matthew 5:13-16).
God loves and appreciates you. He
will hear your prayers, and He will
guide you through the challenges you
face. Pray that He will open ways for
you to make His Sabbaths a delight.
Strive to get your chores and your
schoolwork done at times other than
between Friday sunset and Saturday
sunset (which is the seventh day, the
Sabbath). Use any free hours you
have on the Sabbath to read the Bible,
pray, read from our extensive library
on LifeHopeandTruth.com; get extra
physical rest, enjoy God’s creation by
taking walks, watching videos about
nature, etc.
Don’t avoid your family on the Sabbaths! God does not want us to isolate
ourselves. Spending extra time talking
with your parents over dinner or dessert, taking a drive with them, visiting
your grandparents, etc. can enrich your

personal
contact
with Cecil Maranville

Sabbath observance, as well as help
your relationship with your parents.
On the other hand, there are times to
excuse yourself and go to the privacy of
your room, if possible. That would be
when your family watches entertainment programs or pursues other activities not in keeping with the Sabbath.
Respect your parents’ personal religious convictions; don’t try to change
them. God opens people’s minds at
the time that is best for them. As your
parents see that you aren’t going to
“preach to them,” they are more likely
to respect your personal convictions.
We are delighted that you want to
be baptized, but don’t worry that it will
be “too late” if you wait. Have faith
that God knows what He is doing by
opening your mind now! We do not
usually baptize people until they have
at least graduated from high school.
By then, they are better able to realize
all that is involved in committing to
this way of life. God will be with you in
the meantime, if you continue building a relationship with Him. He will
not abandon you. Learn His truth and
put into practice all that you can—in
thought, even if you cannot do so in
action.
We hope you will make full use of
our “Learning Center” on the Life,
Hope & Truth website; and remember,
we are always available to help you
from here. OA
cogwa.org

church potluck
News and events from your local congregation

Giving Hearts & Hands
Delivers Handmade
Items to meals on
wheels and hospitals
Mexico City memories

Above Several members of the
Mexico City Spokesman’s Club
play touch football. Left Campers
returning from summer camp
spend one more Sabbath together
with the Mexico City brethren.

Mexico City sTrengthens Bonds of Brotherhood
at Spokesman’s Club Outing
The weekends of July 25 and Aug. 2, 2015, were full of events for the Mexico City congregation. On July 25 more than 30 campers visited the brethren in the Mexican capital
after attending summer youth camp from July 20 to 24.
During services, Larry Roybal delivered a sermon titled “Covenant Friends.” Later that
evening he presented a video from the five days of camp in which every one of the campers excitedly and happily shared their experiences with us.
That night the local congregation prepared a youth dance for the young people, as well
as a traditional suadero meat and soy taco dinner prepared by the Cisneros family.
On Sunday, Aug. 2, Mexico City’s Spokesman’s Club took a trip to the state of Morelos
to spend some time at the so-called “Smelly Water” spa resort, characterized by the odor
of the sulfurous waters that flow from its installations.
After several hours swimming and sunbathing, the 14 in attendance headed to the
municipality of Tlalmanalco to play touch football, a variation of American football. In
the end, despite not being too rough in terms of play, the majority of us were exhausted
but recharged by the fellowship.
At the end of the day, we concluded the activity with a discussion to finalize the details
of what will be our Ladies’ Night, which will conclude the 2015 Spokesman’s Club cycle.
The time spent together promoted unity and fellowship, and especially strengthened
the ties as leaders of God’s people as He reminds us in Proverbs 27:17: “As iron sharpens
iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend.”
Jorge Iván Garduño
Translated by Corbin Jackson
September-October 2015

In June the Houston South, Texas, outreach group Giving Hearts & Hands—with
the help of a grant from Hilltop Outreach
and a local member donation—delivered
handmade items to several local organizations. Ninety clients of Meals on Wheels in
the Bay Area received two dishcloths each.
The Galveston chapter of Meals on Wheels
has 110 clients who also received two
dishcloths on the Fourth of July weekend.
The directors of both organizations were
thrilled to receive these and sent us thankyou cards stating what wonderful gifts they
were for their clients and how they really
enjoyed the dishcloths.
Our crafters have been busily producing these dishcloths since midyear 2014. It
is our goal to supply the Houston chapter
(4,000 clients) with the same beautiful
dishcloths as soon as possible. These will
be done in increments, and we already have
200 to deliver.
In addition to our handmade dishcloths,
we are also knitting and crocheting caps
for premature babies. Two hospitals in the
Greater Houston area were supplied with
preemie caps: Texas Children’s Hospital in
Houston received 100 preemie hats, and
UTMB Galveston Hospital received 25.
Hospitals across the United States are in
need of preemie hats. If you are able to help
out, contact us for patterns by sending an
email to hilltopoutreach@foundation
outreachintl.org.
Our group appreciates the opportunity to serve in this capacity in our area
and looks forward to more projects in the
future.
Susan Scott Smith
Photo by Stefanie Rochelle
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2015 Graduates
CARIBBEAN

Myrlande Pierre

On May 29, 2015, Myrlande
Pierre of the Nassau congregation received her nurse’s pin
from the College of the Bahamas, along with other graduating nurses from the class of
2013 and 2014.
This was a significant moment for the new nurses as they
were pinned with a specially
designed school pin that may
be worn as a symbol of academic and clinical accomplishment.

Ashton Johnson
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Approximately 100 graduates
passed the qualifying exam,
which was set by the Nursing Council of the Bahamas,
and became registered nurses.
Participation in this ceremony
was a symbolic rite of passage
for these new nurses joining the
healthcare community.
Myrlande graduated as the
top student of 2013 and gave
the students’ response along
with the top student of 2014.
In an inspiring speech to her
fellow nurses and the wider audience, Myrlande encouraged
her colleagues to continue to
find ways to transform themselves and the noble profession
of nursing by digging deeper,
searching further and learning much more. She reminded
her colleagues that the change
they want to see will not just
happen, but comes through
the tireless efforts and the
persistent work of dedicated
individuals.
Myrlande is employed as a
nurse with Doctors Hospital,
which is the major private
medical facility here in Nassau.
Sharlene Johnson
Members of the Nassau, Bahamas, congregation would like
to congratulate Ashton Johnson
on his graduation from the Bahamas Technical and Vocational Institute. Ashton graduated
with a certificate in carpentry,
which is his passion. His handiwork can be seen in the homes
of his family and in the church
hall. His recent accomplishment was to build a bedroom
set for his grandmother.
Congratulations once again,
and we wish him all the best
as he continues to excel at his
trade.
Sharlene Johnson

Jonathan Murray-Lewis

Jonathan Murray-Lewis
of the Bridgetown, Barbados,

Leah Wilson

Leah Wilson graduated
from T.A. Marryshow Community College in St. George’s,
Grenada, after two years of
studying literature and Spanish. She also participated in
CAPE (Caribbean Advanced
Proficiency Examination).

congregation successfully
passed the Barbados Secondary
Schools’ Entrance Examination of 2015. Jonathan achieved
the required proficiency in all
three areas of the examination: English, mathematics and
composition.
He will be attending The
St. Michael Secondary School
starting this September after
being awarded a place at this
institution.
Jonathan is actively involved in the Youth Sabbath
School Educational Program
at church. He attends services
with his parents, Gerry Lewis
and Lana Murray-Lewis. We
extend our sincere congratulations to Jonathan and his
family!
Osmonde Douglas

While in college, she was a
member of the chorale and
Community College Christian
Fellowship (CCCF). In 2013
she graduated from St. Joseph’s
Convent Grenville high school
with seven CSEC (Caribbean
Secondary Education Certificate) subjects. She was a
member of the young leaders’
group.
Leah assists with the church
Internet setup for services
every Sabbath. In fact, she is the
mainstay of this area. She also
helps serve the congregation’s
meals and refreshments. Her
parents are Lennie and Agnes
Wilson.
After graduating, Leah
plans to seek employment,
most likely in the field of teaching. She intends to further pursue her studies in psychology
to become a family or marriage
counselor.
Osmonde Douglas
cogwa.org

Angie works on one of her dozens of puzzles.
The Maine brethren Kathy Cochrane, Charlotte Bickford, Dick and Janice Tutt and Mary
Sweatt stand at the bottom of the stairs. Visitors on the stairs are Greg and Bonnie
Strass, Rene and Lora Lallier, Bill and Dawn Johnson, David and Barbara Clark, Wayne
and Maryse Richmond, George and Debbie Eccles, Charlie and Mirabel Larkin and their
three children—Vivienne, Brianna and Ian Larkin.

A Special Kind of Service in Maine
In a hotel in Bangor, Maine, members from across New England spent Pentecost
together in a special service.
We have six members who are spread across the huge state of Maine, and five
of them were able to come to the Pentecost service. Two of them drove three hours
each way to be there. On many holy days, several members from various places in
New England make the journey north to provide fellowship and company for these
scattered members.
Dawn and Bill Johnson, who is a local elder, live and work in New Hampshire
and travel north to lead services.
The five members in Maine really do appreciate the effort made by this group
that traveled so far to be there for the holy day, and they look forward to a future
meeting, most likely for the Feast of Trumpets.
Your prayers for all who are scattered are appreciated.
Paul Suckling

Houston’s Summer
Sizzle Potluck
Moves indoors
The triple-digit temperature on
the Sabbath of Aug. 8, brought a
summer sizzle outside while the
members of the Houston South,
Texas, congregation enjoyed a “Summer Sizzle Potluck” inside. All the
members gathered after services in the fellowship hall to enjoy food and fellowship. The tables had bright summer decorations, which added to the enjoyment of
the day. There was lots of wonderful food to share and even some homemade lavender ice cream at the dessert table. It was a very special and fulfilling get-together in
our cool surroundings regardless of the intense heat outside.
Ella Mae Tyrkalo
September-October 2015

Despite a stroke down her left-hand side,
Angie T. Prefontaine is as determined as ever
to be as independent as possible. She scoots
around the nursing home corridors in her
wheelchair, maneuvering with just her right leg
and heel; makes her own coffee; operates the
elevator; and also uses a computer.

The Maine brethren

We have five Church members who live in
Maine; and for the most part, they are able
to get together in the Bangor area on special
occasions, such as on holy days. But due to the
three-hour journey, Angie can’t make it to any
of them. Bill and Dawn Johnson and a small
handful of members meet at her nursing home
for the Passover service, but otherwise she relies
on visits from us and relatives who live close by.

Remember the brethren

Angie is an example of people the ministry
serve across the United States and indeed the
world. So many of them are scattered in remote
locations, enduring major challenges and some
hardships on a daily basis. We in the ministry
do our best to take care of members like Angie,
but they also appreciate your thoughts and
prayers for them and all areas of the Body of
Christ.
Angie has three children and enjoys her four
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.
Her favorite Millennium scripture is “Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins
may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord,
and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was
preached to you before, whom heaven must
receive until the times of restoration of all
things, which God has spoken by the mouth
of all His holy prophets since the world began”
(Acts 3:19-21).
Paul Suckling
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announcements

We encourage members to send announcements to be featured in One Accord. We feature
events in members’ lives, including baptisms, births, engagements, weddings, significant
anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.), and obituaries. Typically they run between 50 and 100
words; however, we ask that all submissions stay under 250 words. Please submit a highresolution color photo along with the written copy to your congregation’s reporter.

BAPTISMS

BIRTHS

Alan and Amy Pierce watch as
Andy Burnett baptizes their
daughter, Kaela.

Kaela Pierce of the Sherman, Texas, congregation was
baptized late Sunday afternoon,
Aug. 2, at Loy Lake in Denison, Texas, while her parents,
Alan and Amy Pierce; younger
brother, Cooper; grandparents
Wilbur and Joyce Pierce; and
close friends from the local
congregations looked on. Alan
opened the service with prayer,
and Andy Burnett, pastor of
the Dallas and Sherman, Texas,
congregations, officiated the
ceremony. Welcome to the
Body of Christ, Kaela!
Andy Burnett

WEDDINGS

Donzelle, Faren and Zoey Bryan
present Troy Aven Bryan

July 11, 2015, was an exciting
Sabbath for members of the
Ocala, Florida, congregation
as they welcomed Troy Aven
Bryan to his first-ever Sabbath
service.
Troy was born July 1 and
weighed 8 pounds 5 ounces.
He accompanied his beaming parents, Donzelle and
Faren Bryan, and his 4-year-old
big sister, Zoey.
Everyone was excited to see
Troy at services, including his
proud grandparents, J.F. and
Cheryl Koontz
Jim and Karen Blount

ANNIVERSARIES

Jonathan and Brianna Wine

Barbara and Jim Chapman on their wedding day in 1955 and 60 years
later at their anniversary celebration

On Sunday, July 12, 2015, Brianna Waddle and Jonathan Wine
were married in front of 100 of their closest family and friends at a
beautiful outdoor ceremony. The wedding was officiated by Brianna’s father, Tim Waddle, and was followed by a brunch reception.
The couple left that afternoon for a honeymoon in Charlottesville,
Virginia, near the Blue Ridge Mountains. Both Jonathan and Brianna previously attended the Clarksville, Maryland, congregation;
however, they will now be living in Alexandria, Virginia. Jonathan
recently got a job at the Geico headquarters, and Brianna will
continue to teach fourth grade for Fairfax County, Virginia. Both
are excited to start their new life together with the help of God’s
Holy Spirit.

The Redding, California, congregation surprised Jim and Barbara Chapman on their 60th anniversary, June 6, 2015, with a very
nice presentation, meal and a “built from scratch” cake, specially
made by Amanda King, one of our young adults. Their three children and their families had a special celebration for them in Reno
and Virginia City, Nevada.
Both Jim and Barbara were born and raised in the farming
community of Fallon, Nevada. They met at a high school dance in
1950; and on June 6, 1955, they were married. Jim graduated as a
USAF fighter pilot in Laredo, Texas, while Barbara worked for a
title company.
Barbara was called and baptized Feb. 6, 1962, and ordained a
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deaconess May 20, 1966. After diligently studying the Correspondence Course (and trying to prove it wrong), Jim was convinced
of God’s truth and baptized on Pentecost, June 2, 1963. He was
ordained a deacon in June of 1965 and an elder on May 27, 1967.
After attending classes as married students at Ambassador
College in Pasadena, Jim worked extensively in the Festival Office,
coordinating 27 Feast sites all over the United States.
They have pastored churches in every quadrant of the nation
and count as their most precious blessings the wonderful people
they met and served. They also spent many years working at the
Church youth camps in Texas, Alaska and California.
They had four children: Janelle (Mark) Fike, Wayne Chapman
(who died at age 22 after falling at a construction job), Jim (Romney) Chapman, and Erin (David) Buckley. The Chapmans have
eight grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. Jim retired
from the full-time ministry on Sept. 8, 2004, after 37 years; and
both he and Barbara still serve actively in the church in Redding.
“Another adventure” is their motto, and they feel extremely
blessed with the adventurous life God has granted!
Jonathan Hill

OBITUARIES

Ivy Clare

On June 10, 2015, Ivy Ruby
Clare, one of God’s faithful in
the Miami, Florida, congregation joined those who have died
in the faith. She was 104 years
old. Mrs. Clare was born in St.
Elizabeth, Jamaica, on July 19,
1910. She was the second eldest
of eight children born to Louis
and Adelaide (Smith) Atkinson. She was married to Frank
Elsworth Clare for 63 years and
was preceded in death by him
in 2004. Mrs. Clare is survived
by her daughter, Sandra (James)
Hanchard, and her son, Lexington Clare.
The Miami, Florida, congregation, was honored and
blessed to have Mrs. Clare as an
example of faith and dedicaSeptember-October 2015

tion to God and to His truth.
Last year on Mrs. Clare’s 104th
birthday, the congregation
celebrated her life. Mrs. Clare
was still active and alert and
always looked forward to the
Sabbath. When she was able
to attend, she was a joy to the
entire congregation.
In Jamaica, she worked as a
postmistress for many years, in
charge of several post offices on
the island. The Clare family immigrated to the United States in
the late 1960s where Mrs. Clare
worked as a licensed practical
nurse in New York.
Mrs. Clare was introduced
to God’s Church by her daughter, and they counseled together
and were baptized together
on April 14, 1984. Mrs. Clare
attended the Manhattan, New
York, congregation until she
moved to South Florida in 1991,
where she attended the Miami
congregation with her daughter
and son-in-law. Her son, Lexington Clare, a baptized member, lives in Ontario, Canada,
with his wife and three sons.
Mrs. Ivy Clare will be greatly
missed by her children and
by her Church family. But we
know that we will see her again.
Linda Bacheller

George Barclay

George Donald Barclay, 86,
a member of the St. George’s,
Grenada, congregation, died
June 5, 2015, after an intense
battle with cancer.
He is survived by his
children, Patricia, Lester,
Trevor, Glenn and Donald;
eight grandchildren; and seven
great-grandchildren. He is also
survived by his sisters, Mona
and Junelyn, and his brother,
Patrick.
Mr. Barclay was a quiet, unassuming child of God. He was
a member of God’s Church for

Dallas Barrow

Dallas Decousey Barrow
died on June 2, 2015. Mr. Barrow was a faithful member of
the Bridgetown, Barbados, congregation. He was an outstanding and efficient technician who
contributed significantly to the
telecommunications industry.
Mr. Barrow was known for
his insightful mind. He was a
deep thinker and was always
ready to test one’s knowledge
of God’s Word. He did so by
querying many brethren on
challenging, thought-provoking areas of the Bible.

several decades. The Grenadian
congregation will especially
miss their beloved brother’s jovial laugh and endearing smile
as well as his acts of kindness,
generosity and hospitality.
Mr. Barclay relished fellowshipping with the brethren. His
skill and energetic pursuit of
service to others did not go unnoticed, as he was always eager
to assist in whatever capacity
whenever he could.
He had a passion for God’s
work and was very desirous
to witness God’s plan come to
fruition.
He was an outstanding
example of humility and love,
which will shine on as an example for all who knew him in
Grenada and Carriacou.
Mr. Barclay will be greatly
missed by all his immediate
family and the Church family.
Mr. Barclay’s funeral
services were conducted by
Osmonde Douglas who serves
in the Barbados and Grenadian
congregations.
Osmonde Douglas
Mr. Barrow attended the
Caribbean Leadership Training
classes, where he honed many
skills and put them to use in
his meaningful discussions. He
was a very articulate and cogent
participant who caused many
of his colleagues to intensely research God’s Word. As a result,
he had a greater understanding
about the Eternal!
Mr. Barrow was affable. He
always displayed an endearing smile. Everyone deeply
appreciated this likable, loyal
and encouraging brother and
friend. He was admired for
his sincerity and willingness
whenever he was called upon to
perform any chore.
He is survived by his wife,
Yvonne; his son, Andre; and his
daughter, Gina.
He was interred on June 15,
2015.
His death will leave a great
void, but we will await his rejoining us at the resurrection.
Osmonde Douglas
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Coming Soon
A brand-new video series designed
to explore the truths of the Bible
and why they matter.

God has a plan for you—and not just you but the
whole human race, past, present and future. In this
10-part series, we’ll explore what that future is and
how you can be part of it.
Discover the Feasts of the Lord.

YouTube.com/LifeHopeandTruth

