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iI have been writing a series of articles for Discern maga-
zine titled “Is the Bible True?” My deadline for the next 
article (due to appear in March) is the �rst week of January, 
so it has been very much on my mind. It is easy to take the 
Bible for granted and not realize that the answers to the 
most important questions in life are found in the pages of 
this book. 

Notice what Paul wrote in Romans 15:4: “For whatever 
things were written before were written for our learning, 
that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures 
might have hope.” I don’t know about you, but recently I 
have been looking for that hope in the pages of God’s Word. 

In preparation for a sermon I was planning to give in 
Toronto, Ontario, on the subject of encouragement, I began 
reading in the book of Acts and came across the story of 
Barnabas. I was intrigued to discover that he was involved 
in virtually every critical moment in the early history of the 
Church. Most o�en it was in a secondary role, but he was 
there, and he was involved.

Barnabas was really a type of nickname. His real name 
was Joses or Joseph. But Barnabas means “son of encour-
agement.” Every time a crisis reared its ugly head, there was 
Barnabas. 

He was the �rst apostle to accept Saul, who later became 
known as Paul. One can only speculate what might have 
happened if Paul had not been able to make his case to the 
apostles in Jerusalem. Along with Paul, Barnabas preached 
at Lystra where their words were so e�ective that the local 
inhabitants wanted to worship the two of them. Barnabas 
they called Zeus; and Paul, Hermes. In this case Paul is re-
ferred to as the primary speaker. Barnabas was always able 
to accept a secondary role. What a lesson for us today! How 
much grief could be eliminated if each of us could humbly 
accept a secondary role when called upon?

In addition, Barnabas helped John Mark at a point in his 
early ministry when Paul had given up on him (Acts 15:36-
41). Consider what could have happened had Barnabas not 
been there to help Paul and John Mark at critical moments 
in their ministerial lives. Consider how many books we 
would be missing in the New Testament if Paul and Mark 
had been rejected early on in their careers.

Probably the greatest moment in Barnabas’s ministry 
was when he stood up for the gentiles against the Jews from 
Jerusalem who were insisting on circumcision (Acts 15). I 
�nd great encouragement by reading the story of Barnabas 
as recorded in the Bible. �is is only one of hundreds of 
stories written for our encouragement.
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personal from the president

As we begin a new calendar year, I would like to encour-
age everyone to begin a program for reading through the 
Bible over the next year. We have one on the COGWA 
members’ website that you can use, or you can �nd your 
own. But read the Bible! Read it from cover to cover. �ere 
is so much knowledge at your �ngertips. �e Scriptures 
contain doctrine, reproof, correction and instruction (2 
Timothy 3:16). It is easy to get discouraged in the midst of 
a trial. Just reading the Bible won’t make the trial go away, 
but reading it every day will provide the encouragement 
and hope you will need to face the trials of that day.

I still have the Bible I bought when I was a freshman in 
college. It is pretty ragged and impossible to use for preach-
ing. �ere are just too many pages falling out. But it is 
still a great source of encouragement. My notes beside the 
scriptures con�rm the truth I saw more than 40 years ago. 
And, you know, I still see it today!

The Value of Scripture
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For more 
photos from the 
Winter Family 
Weekend, go to 
Facebook.com 
/cogwa
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Over 1,000 brethren come to Louisville, Kentucky, for  
Winter Family Weekend, Dec. 23 to 28.
by Jason Hyde

O
n Dec. 23, 2014, over 1,000 
brethren from all over North 
America as well as the Carib-
bean converged on Louisville, 
Kentucky, for the annual Winter 
Family Weekend. �e extended 

weekend kicked o� with a “Silly Shoes” 
family dance, and the fun and excitement 
continued to grow throughout the week.

�is year’s theme was “Godly Char-
acter: An Essential Ingredient in True 
Christianity,” and throughout the four-
day event brethren participated in a wide 
array of challenging and fun activities. 
As always, ample spiritual instruction 
was crammed into the weekend with 
Ralph Levy, Joel Meeker, David Johnson, 
and Jim Franks conducting three days of 
Continuing Education classes Wednesday 
through Friday.

In addition to the assortment of 
classes, attendees spent time on the court 
playing volleyball, basketball and speed-
away. Organized games kept teens and 
adults busy during the day. Preteens had 
busy schedules as well, including a visit to 
the Sky Zone Trampoline Park.

Each evening was packed with fel-
lowship and fun, such as the hugely 
entertaining Family Novelty Olympics on 
Wednesday evening and the ever popular 
Family Fun Fair on �ursday evening. 
�is year’s fun fair featured several new 
in�atables, including the “Wrecking Ball” 
and “Boulder Dash.” Both young and old 
enjoyed laughter and fun throughout the 
evening. Children @ Play provided live 
musical entertainment. 

Jim Franks ushered in the Sabbath 
with a Friday evening Bible study, exhort-
ing all attendees to strive for godliness in 
their speech, conduct and appearance. On 
Sabbath morning, while children were 
enjoying Sabbath school, teens and adults 
chose from a variety of seminars focused 
on the theme of godly character. �e 
a�ernoon Sabbath service had 872 breth-
ren in attendance and well over 400 web 
connections. A�er special music—which 
ranged from individual performances 
to a teen and young adult choir—Clyde 
Kilough delivered the sermon: “When 
Kings Go in to Battle,” encouraging us to 
develop a plan to develop godly character. 

One special highlight of this year’s 
WFW included the launching of Foun-
dation Outreach International’s new 
mentoring program EMBARK. �is 
program is designed to assist young adults 
as they prepare for success in life. Fur-
thermore, a media communications clinic 
on Wednesday night addressed ways that 
members can use social media to spread 
the gospel as well as how to improve the 
Church’s writing initiatives. 

On Saturday evening, the WFW drew 
to a close with themed dances for both 
teens and adults. �e teens brought the 
“Wild West” into the 21st century, while 
adults dressed as their favorite mystery 
characters at the “Who Done It?” dance.

�roughout the weekend attendees 
renewed old bonds of brotherhood and 
friendship and forged new ones. We 
thank WFW coordinators Mark and Col-
leen Winner and the numerous volunteers 
who helped ensure this event was such a 
success. Start making plans now to attend 
next year’s WFW, beginning Tuesday 
evening, Dec. 22, 2015, and extending 
through Saturday night, Dec. 26.  OA

Brethren Bond and Grow in Godly 
Character at Winter Family Weekend
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About 65 brethren gathered in Portland, Oregon, Dec. 
25 to 28 for fun, fellowship, education and inspiration. 

Northwest Winter 
Family Weekend O�ers 
Something for Everyone

T
he Northwest Winter Family Weekend kicked o� with a sports and games day 
on �ursday at the Eastside Athletic Club. Adults and children enjoyed the 
pool and hot tub. Some played basketball and racquetball throughout the day, 
while others opted for the less physically strenuous board and card games. 

On Friday morning the challenge of the day was ice-skating at the Sher-
wood Ice Arena. Pastor Jon Pinelli and his wife, Debbie, were able to help 

several of the younger children build some con�dence on the ice—some for the very 
�rst time.

A�er lunch, many brethren assembled at the congregation’s usual meeting hall for 
a service project. �e purpose was to clean and refurbish about 1,000 children’s books 
to be distributed to needy kids through a local charity managed by a friend of member 
Sharon Koester. Sharon enthusiastically directed the project, while everyone fellow-
shipped nonstop with cleaning cloths and pens �ying. �ough two hours had been 
allotted for this work, it was �nished well ahead of time. Most returned for an evening 
Bible study conducted by Mr. Pinelli. �e subject was integrity of character.

Sabbath morning included two seminars “Who Am I?” by Larry Salyer and “Char-
acter in Communication” by Jon Pinelli. A number of brethren drove down from 
Seattle, Washington, for services in the a�ernoon, which were also webcast to con-
gregations in both Seattle, Washington, and Eugene, Oregon. �e activity was capped 
o� by a chili cook-o� for the men and a bake-o� for the teens and preteens. �e chili 
concoctions were all given names, the most fearsome being “8,000 Degrees Fahren-
heit.” A�er dinner, the majority of the group played bunco for a couple of hours while 
the rest watched a movie upstairs. �e next day attendees dragged out their good-byes, 
not wanting to depart from this most enjoyable weekend. 

Plans are already started for an expanded Northwest Winter Family Weekend in 
2015! OA
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O
n Monday morning, a�er an opening prayer, Mr. Franks 
reviewed the state of the Church and its work over the past 
year. One important event was the transition to our cur-
rent Church treasurer, Britton Taylor, who is performing 
very well in his new functions.

Mr. Franks reported some slight attendance growth in 
the United States, but larger increases outside the United States, 
especially in Africa. Our worldwide attendance is approximately 
10,300 people. Mr. Franks reported on his three international trips 
in 2014—to India and Sri Lanka in Asia, to Australia and New 
Zealand, and to Colombia in South America.

He also reported the encouraging news that, if current trends 
hold, COGWA should �nish the year with between $2.5 and $2.7 
million in reserves. Just as �scally sound households need ad-
equate savings to respond to unexpected events, so the Church 
needs reasonable �nancial reserves. 

Strategic and operational issues
In his presentation on the strategic plan, Mr. Franks noted the 

following ongoing strategic issues:
• Continuing to improve our mailing list and communications.
• Continuing to develop our services o�ered to areas outside the 

United States.
• Continuing to develop and improve our Media programs.
• Continuing to develop leadership programs and programs for 

ministerial development.
• Analyzing our o�ce space needs and how best to meet them.
• Continuing to improve our education programs, such as 

Foundation Institute and FI Online.
He then moved to an overview of the operation plans, which 

cover four major areas:
• Preaching the gospel.
• Caring for Church brethren in the United States.
• Caring for Church brethren outside the United States, where 

situations can be quite varied. 
• E�ective �nancial management.

Mr. Franks then introduced Ministerial Services opera-
tion manager Doug Horchak to explain the operation plan as it 
pertains to the Church administration. Much e�ort is being put 
into programs both for leadership development and ministerial 
training.

Media operation manager Clyde Kilough took the �oor to high-
light elements of the operation plan for Media. Developing our 
database and continuing to develop our web presence are two very 
exciting programs for next year.

International liaison Leon Walker (who acted as chairman for 
the meetings while I was in the French West Indies to conduct a 
funeral) discussed the work outside the United States. Leadership 
training continues to be a challenge in many places in the world, 
due to distances and a lack of resources. Finances also constitute 
an issue that requires much attention and intervention from the 
United States.

Following Mr. Walker’s presentation, the board had a private 
session with legal counsel Jason Ranew, who advised the board 
on several issues a�ecting Church activities, including copyright 
law, proactive policies designed to protect the Church from pos-
sible litigation, issues of clergy con�dentiality and trademark law 
among other topics.

�en the discussion moved to the proposed budget for 2015, 
which is based on a 2 percent increase in projected income com-
mensurate with the estimated percentage of growth in 2014. �e 
meeting then adjourned for the evening.

Documents Approved
�e meeting reconvened Tuesday morning to continue the dis-

cussion of the plans and the budget. Questions were asked about 

�e Ministerial Board of Directors 
conducted its annual meeting from 

Monday, Dec. 8, to Wednesday, 
Dec. 10, 2014. 
by Joel Meeker

Ministerial Board 
of Directors Sets 
Agenda for 2015
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our policy on �nancial reserves, contingency plans in the o�ce in 
the event we need to hire more employees and how one-time estate 
donations should �gure into budget planning.

�e discussion also turned to how we can best prioritize the 
work of the Church’s employees. We are doing more now with 
fewer employees than at any time in our recent history. Mr. Franks 
explained that the administration considers carefully any new 
projects before launching to make sure we don’t overcommit and 
start something we cannot maintain. �is takes creativity as well 
as careful planning.

A�er this wide-ranging discussion of the budget and plans, the 
board unanimously approved the documents.

Doctrine Committee report
A�er a break for lunch, the board reconvened to hear a 

report from Doctrine Committee chairman Don Henson. Mr. 
Henson reminded the board that the committee reviews various 
documents and publications, such as new articles and edits to 
existing articles on LifeHopeandTruth.com, Discern articles, 
booklets, doctrinal statements prepared by Ministerial Services, 
some of the form letters prepared by Personal Correspondence and 
some articles for Ministerial Journal (as requested by Ministerial 
Services).

�e committee also reviews a small number of study papers 
submitted by members to propose alternate positions to the 
Church’s longstanding doctrines or understandings. Mr. Henson 
explained that while such writers are asked to submit their papers 
to their pastors �rst, they generally want the papers to be reviewed 
by the committee and then usually try to rebut the explanation if 
it di�ers from their own. �is is very time-consuming, but such 
submissions are treated seriously and with respect.

Doctrine Committee members spend about two days each week 
on committee work in addition to their full-time responsibilities.

Foundation Institute and FI Online
Ralph Levy explained that Foundation Institute has 19 students 

enrolled this year. In addition to a full load of classes, there are 
extracurricular activities throughout the year, including a special 
Bible study and meal on the �rst Friday of each month, a �eld trip 
to the Dallas Holocaust Museum and the Sixth Floor Museum, as 
well as an etiquette dinner.

FI Online has had 1,233 unique visitors to online classes. Aver-
age weekly attendance is around 250 connections, o�en with more 
than one person per connection. A Spanish language translation 
can have as many as 285 page views.

Foundation Outreach International Report
�e board heard a report from Mr. Franks about the work of 

Foundation Outreach International, or FOI. �is charitable 501(c)
(3) organization has a board consisting of Church members, with 
Mr. Franks as chairman. �e focus of this charity is sponsoring 
humanitarian projects that develop character and leadership, es-
pecially for youth and young adults. �rough employer-matching 
programs, donors to FOI can double their contributions.

�ere are scholarship programs for the Philippines and Latin 
America and outreach projects in Zambia, Zimbabwe and (start-
ing this year) Malawi. In addition to these projects, FOI helps fund 
a summer camp in Ghana. FOI also introduced a new program 
called Embark at the Winter Family Weekend this year. Embark 

is a mentoring program to connect teens with professionals in 
the Church who can help them gain professional knowledge and 
experience. 

Moving on to other business, the board �nalized and approved 
a balloting process timeline to �ll the three MBOD seats that will 
become vacant at the end of 2015.

Final half day of meetings
�e board brie�y entered a private session on Wednesday to 

discuss �nancial matters and planning for future o�ce needs be-
fore returning to public session to discuss a proposed Church logo. 
�e board decided that further work was needed in the prepara-
tion and selection of a logo.

�e day ended with a roundtable discussion of several proposed 
policies and the employee manual, which is in preparation. Final 
versions of the policies will be approved by the MBOD in the 
weeks ahead.

�e meetings were �nally adjourned just before noon. 

A spirit of unity
Following the meetings Arnold Hampton shared, “In ap-

proaching the meetings, the U.S. was embroiled in turmoil and 
division that continues to this day. What a joy and a relief to meet 
with those of like mind and ful�ll our constitutional responsibili-
ties. I am glad to call those on the board and the administration 
family. I am also glad to see our growing presence on the Internet.”

Larry Salyer stated, “All seem to agree that the camaraderie 
among the MBOD is the best we have had in years. While it is easy 
to �nd agreement, I also feel I can disagree and be frank on any 
issue I want to—even with the administration.”

Richard Pinelli re�ected, “I continue to be amazed at the unity 
and oneness in the way we all work together. �e atmosphere is 
one of cooperation and oneness with the goal of getting things 
done according to the will of God. I feel our prayers and fasting 
before these meetings are met with God’s gracious outpouring of 
wisdom and discernment.”

Leon Walker commented, “�e board meetings have been 
the most productive and pleasant that I have experienced in my 
many years of such meetings. Board members meet not only 
as fellow workers, but as friends. �is environment contrib-
utes greatly to the e�cient and e�ective accomplishment of the 
business at hand. We are grateful to God for providing such an 
atmosphere.”

Richard �ompson summed up his thoughts, “Competence in 
the administration, coupled with God’s help and inspiration, is a 
positive combination and one that was shown during the meet-
ings. �e desire is to serve God and His people without personal 
agendas driving the strategic plan, operation plans or the budget.” 

David Baker concluded, “�e MBOD meeting was very enjoy-
able and productive. It is a real privilege to be involved in the 
meetings and witness the spirit of unity and cooperation. It was 
also inspiring to re�ect on the blessings that we have received from 
God during our short existence as an organization. We have so 
much to be thankful for.”

�e board will continue to conduct its business via email 
exchanges and teleconferences as needed throughout the year. �e 
board also wishes to thank you for your prayers for God’s wisdom 
and guidance. We are very mindful that these are the keys to any 
success. OA
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It can indeed be di�cult to compre-
hend how a loving God would strike a 
person dead or why God would com-
mand His people to kill other human 
beings. Yet the biblical record shows 
that He did so. 

Understanding God’s authority, His 
ability to restore life and His overall 
plan for people helps us to comprehend 
the reasons. First, God alone has the 
authority to create or to end life. His 
orders cannot be compared with the 
killings ordered by men, who have no 
power to restore life.  

God does have the power to bring 
these people back to life. He fully in-
tends to do so! Jesus spoke of their re-
turn to physical life, at which time they 
will have their only chance at salvation. 
Yet few Bible readers are aware of this 
remarkable truth. It is the doctrine of 
the resurrections. To resurrect means 
“to bring back to life.” We fully explain 
this marvelous plan in “Resurrections: 
What Are They?” and “Second Resur-
rection: A Second Chance?” 

Furthermore, God did not want His 
people contaminated by the cultures 
that bordered upon and inhabited the 
Promised Land. In the context of the 
speci�c incidents about which you 
asked (Judges 6), a pagan tribe had 
enslaved the Israelites, forcing their un-
godly practices upon God’s people. �e 
only way to prevent that was for God to 
remove entire communities.

�e people of the ancient world 
were deeply steeped in horri�c and 
violent religious practices, including 
child sacri�ces, temple prostitution 
(both male and female) and other 

ungodly customs. �eir lifestyle was 
diametrically opposite of the way that 
can bring the peace, happiness and joy 
that God intends for all people. �eir 
cultures, their religions, their lives were 
a total mess.     

By ordering their death, God essen-
tially freed these people from a misera-
ble life until He will bring them back to 
life in an in�nitely better environment. 
In that new world, governed by Jesus 
and His resurrected saints, the people 
will be able to live safe and godly lives. 
In the meantime, they are not su�er-
ing. �e Bible shows that the dead are 
completely unconscious. By analogy, it 
is as if they were asleep. At their next 
waking moment, God will begin to 
work with them, making it possible for 
them to realize all the bene�ts that He 
would like every person to have.

�is point might surprise you. I 
mention Jesus in the context of the 
God of the Old Testament, because He 
was just that! If this is new informa-
tion to you, you will appreciate reading 
“Jesus Christ Was the God of the Old 
Testament.” And we would like you 
to have God’s plan for the a�erlife 
in booklet form for Bible study and 
review: The Last Enemy: What Really 
Happens After Death? 

So, the Savior of mankind ordered 
the (temporary) death of those people 
for their good, as well as for the good of 
God’s overall plan to bring many sons 
into His eternal family. We can have 
full con�dence that He will bring them 
back to life and that He will call them 
to spiritual understanding at the best 
time for them to respond.  OA

personal contact

I have a hard time 
believing that God 
actually DID com-
mand to kill as He 
did in Judges 6:7-
16. How can that 

be? Can you please 
help me compre-

hend this chapter? 
How come God 
sometimes uses 

men to kill?

Q a
with Cecil Maranville

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/resurrections/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/life-after-death/resurrections/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible-questions/what/second-resurrection/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible-questions/what/second-resurrection/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/who-is-jesus/christ-was-the-god-of-the-old-testament/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/who-is-jesus/christ-was-the-god-of-the-old-testament/
http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-last-enemy
http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/the-last-enemy
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O
ne of the most important aspects of a child’s devel-
opment is learning to walk. Notice these insightful 
quotes from a source on infant development:

“When your infant is between 1 and 2 months old, 
he’ll brie�y pull his head back and turn it from side 

to side when you hold him against your shoulder or chest. 
�is strengthens the muscles in his neck, shoulders, and up-
per back. Eventually, these muscles—along with a maturing 
nervous system that can send messages from his brain to the 
nerves of his arms and hands—will enable him to push up on 
his forearms and li� his chest o� the �oor. …

“Even at birth, your baby’s body is designed for walking. 
If you hold your newborn in the air, her legs will move in the 
‘stepping’ pattern: a toe-heel-toe motion with alternating legs, 
the same pattern she will later use to walk. What she doesn’t 
have at birth—or for nearly a year—is the muscle strength 

and balance to support her entire body and walk without help 
from Mom or Dad” (Laura Flynn McCarthy, “Go, Baby, Go!” 
Parents.com).

It is helpful for parents to be aware of these facts.

Teaching our children to walk spiritually
But walking physically is not the only walk parents are 

responsible for teaching their children. Just as there is a 
process that can enable your child to walk physically, so there 
is a teaching process that can guide your child to “walk” with 
God. �e Bible o�en describes having a relationship with God 
as walking with God, to demonstrate that God’s way is a way 
of life (Genesis 17:1; Deuteronomy 13:4; Joshua 22:5).

It is our responsibility as parents to teach our children why 
and how to have a relationship with God (Deuteronomy 6:6). 
�is process begins when our children witness our personal 

Teaching Our Children to  
Walk With God

 At an early age young children begin developing muscles and balance 
that will enable them to walk. But more important, how can we help 

them learn to walk spiritually?
by Andrea West
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candles!) �e third child would help Dad 
do the dishes. We rotated this schedule so 
each child got a turn.

�is made them part of a Sabbath tradi-
tion and taught them that the Sabbath is 
holy and is to be treated as special. It is 
important to impress on them at a young 
age that the Sabbath is not like any other 
day.

Just getting started?
Congratulations on your new journey. 

Parenting is a good “work” that you have 
been entrusted by God to perform. Trea-
sure it and build your own family tradi-
tions!

For more insight into developing your 
child’s relationship with God, read Tom 
and Mary Clark’s Discern article “How to 
Help Your Children Build a Relationship 
With God.” OA

Andrea West lives in Lewisville, Texas, 
with her husband, Roger. �ey attend the 
Fort Worth, Texas, congregation of the 
Church of God, a Worldwide Association.

Editor’s note: �is article appeared on the 
Christian Parenting blog on Nov. 11, 2014.

relationship with God. Our goal is for them 
to move from seeing our personal walk 
with God to developing their own personal 
walk with Him.

Introducing our children to 
God

Our relationship with God is an active 
part of each day as we pray, study the Bible 
and put into action what we learn from 
God’s Word.

But some parents have noted that it can 
be challenging to maintain and strengthen 
their relationship with God when a baby 
enters the family. Yes, things change! All of 
a sudden, free time is almost nonexistent. 
Just staying in services throughout a whole 
sermon can be rare for young parents. �is 
tiny infant takes a lot of time and atten-
tion. So how do we properly care for our 
children and strengthen our relationship 
with God?

Some practical ideas

1. “We’re in this together.”

2.

Dad and Mom need to be mindful of 
each other’s spiritual needs. Work together 
to ensure each of you has time to pray and 
study.

Study with your children 
in the room.

When our children were infants, I 
would put them on a mat on the �oor by 
my chair while I studied my Bible. As they 
got older, I added toys to their pad for them 
to play with while I studied.

I occasionally played a sermon message 
and introduced the idea of using a “quiet 
voice” by whispering my communications 
to them during this time.

I would tell them, “Mommy is going to 
study my Bible or listen to the sermon so 
I can learn more about God. We need to 
be quiet like in church.” I would add, “It is 
really good to learn about God.”

If my husband wasn’t able to watch our 
baby, sometimes I would put our little one 
in the middle of our bed with a pillow on 
each side and then I would kneel beside the 
bed and pray.

3. Pray with your children in 
the room with you.

At bedtime, when your children are a 
little older, begin a routine of reading or 
telling them a story based on a Bible ac-
count. �en pray with them before hugging 
and kissing them good night.

When they are old enough, have them 
begin to say their own words a�er you start 
the prayer.

Involve the whole family.4.
Our special Friday night activity with 

our young children was bath time, then 
climbing onto the king-size bed with Dad. 
He would read them Bible storybooks, 
with a little laughing and playing thrown 
in, before we scooted them o� to bed with 
prayers, hugs and kisses.

When our three children were older, my 
husband and I began a new Friday night 
activity. One child would decide what we 
would have for dinner and help me prepare 
the meal. Another child would set the table 
and decorate it with �owers and candles. 
(�ey always looked forward to lighting the 

The Dallas teens cordially invite you to a formal evening 
with dinner, dancing and a special presentation honoring 
this year’s graduating seniors. Sabbath services and the 
dinner-dance will take place at Southfork Hotel in Plano, 
Texas. The Southfork Hotel offers a 
double-occupancy rate of $74 (king or 
two double beds). You can make hotel 
reservations at southforkhotel.com.

Regional teen and adult basketball 
games will take place the following day 
at an athletic complex minutes away. 
Early registration is $35; families with two 
or more attending, $30 per person; late 
payment/registration after March 2, $38 
per person.
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2015Go to cogwadallas.org/teens to 
register. We hope to see you there!

    ComeayMW hat  D reams

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/parenting/how-to-help-your-children-build-a-relationship-with-god/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/parenting/how-to-help-your-children-build-a-relationship-with-god/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/relationships/parenting/how-to-help-your-children-build-a-relationship-with-god/
http://members.cogwa.org/christian-parenting-blog/teaching-our-children-to-walk/
http://www.southforkhotel.com
http://www.cogwadallas.org/teens%20
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church   potluck
News and events from your local congregation

The Santiago, Chile, con-
gregation had the pleasure to 
celebrate Leon Walker’s 35th 
anniversary as regional direc-
tor of the Spanish work of the 
Church of God in November. 

Leon and Reba Walker 
normally visit us twice a year, 
and this year one of their visits 
coincided with the date of 
Mr. Walker’s appointment as 
regional director in 1979.

When we realized this 
coincidence, we decided to 
organize a discreet activity in 
order to celebrate.

Mr. and Mrs. Walker ar-
rived in Santiago on Nov. 13 
and, as usual, we made the 
most of every moment, talk-
ing, spending time with them 
and asking them for advice 
on various subjects concern-
ing the Church in this part 
of the world. That Sabbath 
Mr. Walker shared with us an 
inspiring and encouraging 
sermon. 

After sunset on the Sab-
bath, we turned the meeting 
hall into a restaurant for the 
celebration of their 35th an-
niversary.

The dinner was prepared by 
some of the ladies of the con-
gregation. We saw pictures of 
Mr. and Mrs. Walker’s visits to 
Latin American congregations 
throughout the years and then 
enjoyed a live music presenta-
tion by some of the members.

During the co�ee service, 

we called Mr. and Mrs. Walker 
to the front to give them a 
commemorative plaque in 
honor of the occasion. Mr. 
Walker then spoke for a few 
minutes about the history of 
the Spanish department of the 
Church of God and explained 
that, actually, he has been 
working in the Spanish de-
partment for 44 years—nine 
as an employee within the 
department and 35 as regional 
director.

As the Bible says, “Let 
the elders who rule well be 
counted worthy of double 
honor, especially those who la-
bor in the word and doctrine” 
(1 Timothy 5:17). 

Our celebration of Mr. 
Walker’s 35 years as regional 
director was small and discreet 
in comparison to all the bless-
ings that God has given to us 
during this time.

The history of the Church 
of God has also been a history 
of several trials, and these 35 
years have not been an excep-
tion. However, God has always 
helped us, even through the 
roughest times. Mr. and Mrs. 
Walker have indeed been valu-
able instruments for keeping 
the Church of God united, in 
peace and eager to go forward 
in the amazing work of God. 
May God allow them to con-
tinue their service in His Church 
in this part of the world.

Saul Langarica

Longtime  regional  director  
celebrates  35 Years  of  Service

Brethren attending the 
Feast of Tabernacles in 
Orange Beach, Alabama, 
donated an estimated two 
tons of food, personal hygiene 
items, baby supplies and addi-
tional monetary donations to a 
local charity, Christian Service 
Center, as part of an outreach 
e�ort at the Feast. 

GulfCoastNewsToday.com, 
a local news outlet, picked up 
the story: “In announcing the 
Church of God donations at 
the recent CSC board [meet-
ing], Food Pantry Chairman 
Stan Moss said the donations 
came at a particularly good 
time because demand for food 
and other supplies increased 
in October and will continue 
to increase during the winter 

months when the economy 
slows.”

Hilltop Outreach Program 
presented Bryan Waddle with 
a $150 grant to create activity 
books for the Texas Children’s 
Hospital. The books will give 
the children a fun activity to 
divert their attention during 
hospital stays. The Lone Star 
preteen camp helped create 
the activity books.  

For information about the 
Hilltop Outreach Program 
and to apply for a grant, go to 
www.foundationoutreachintl 
.org.

Brethren  Donate  
two  Tons  of  Food 
and supplies 

Leon and 
Reba Walker 
cut the cake 
honoring 
their 35 years 
serving the 
Latin America 
region

campers  create  
activity  books  
for Children's  
Hospital

Jerry Walters, 
Chris Teague, 

Rich Walters, Jack 
Miller, Stefanie 

and Chris Rochelle 
(pictured above) 
spearheaded the 

food drive; two 
Lonestar campers 

display activ-
ity books they 

created for Texas 
Children’s Hospital

http://www.foundationoutreachintl.org
http://www.foundationoutreachintl.org
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... And A Good  Time  was  Had  By All

Clockwise from top 
left Guests at the 
Columbia, South 
Carolina, barbecue take 
a relaxing ride through 
the woods; brethren in 
Roanoke, Virginia, share 
a Thanksgiving meal; 
children in Greensboro, 
North Carolina, enjoy 
a special treat; the 
participants of the 
Bu�alo, New York, talent 
show take a bow

A little over 40 of us 
gathered together on Nov. 2, 
2014, for a much-anticipated 
barbecue and potluck planned 
for the Columbia, South 
Carolina, congregation with 
special family guests from the 
Augusta, Georgia, and Flor-
ence, South Carolina, congre-
gations.

We were blessed with 
another wonderful fall day of 
sunshine and temperatures in 
the 70s at the home of Ronnie 
and Renee Leitzsey.

The main event included 
beef brisket that was slowly 
cooked for 12 hours, beef ribs 
smoked and cooked by indi-
rect heat, plus grilled chicken. 

The day was �lled with 
great fellowship and laugh-
ter. Some  took walks to see 
the livestock, and those with 
energy after our feast played 
games on the front lawn.

Nancy Lochner

On Sunday, Nov. 9, 2014, 
Ron and Nancy Kelley hosted 
their annual chili social for con-
gregations in North Carolina. 

God provided the perfect day 
as kids played football and 
bean toss in the backyard, and 
brethren enjoyed fellowship-
ping and food on the upper 
deck. We had over 60 in atten-
dance as we enjoyed hot-and-
spicy and cool-and-mild chili, 
homemade soups, salad and 
mouthwatering desserts. 

Bev McKnight

The Roanoke, Virginia, 
congregation celebrated 
its �rst annual Thanksgiv-
ing potluck on Nov. 22. The 
congregation came together 
to provide a delicious spread 
of traditional Thanksgiving 
foods like turkey, stu�ng and 
cranberry sauce. 

In addition to this special 
potluck, several members 
from the congregation gave 
presentations, sharing photos 
and stories from the Feast sites 
in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee; 
Orange Beach, Alabama; and 
Lake Harmony, Pennsylvania. 

Mouthwatering good-
ies, fall decorations, and lots 
of conversation �lled with 

laughter made for a very 
special Sabbath in Roanoke. At 
the end of the activity, several 
seniors in the congregation 
were able to take home plenty 
of leftovers to enjoy during 
the week of Thanksgiving. The 
Sabbath was indeed a delight!

Mary Lallier

On the evening of Nov. 29, 
the Hickory, North Carolina, 
congregation enjoyed a post-
Thanksgiving soup and sand-
wich potluck social. The meal 
was followed by a Family Fun 
Show �lled with singing, piano 
pieces and skits. Members of 
all ages participated to make 
the �rst fun show in the area a 
success!

Gabriella Kroska

On Dec. 6, 2014, the Buf-
falo, New York, congregation 
held its annual variety show at 
its hall in Bu�alo. Unlike previ-
ous years, this year saw more 
young and young-at-heart 
participants eager to share 
their talents and interests 

with the brethren. Poetry was 
a favorite, and some people 
came out of their shells to 
share musical skills never seen 
before. 

This year also featured 
some digital �lms and presen-
tations by the young mem-
bers of the Church. This fun 
evening has been a tradition 
for the congregation for many 
years and will surely continue 
for many to come!

Stephan Koenig

On Sabbath evening, Dec. 
6, 2014, the Greensboro, 
North Carolina, congrega-
tion honored our children 
with a special dinner of their 
favorite foods served by our 
seniors. In an earlier social all 
our kids had served a formal 
dinner to the seniors. The 
menu consisted of chicken 
tenders, pizza, macaroni and 
cheese, tacos, veggies and 
cupcakes. The remainder of 
the evening was �lled with 
games played by young and 
old alike and included freshly 
made popcorn.

Bev McKnight
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Dan and Rebecca Carreiro of the 
West Palm Beach, Florida, congrega-
tion are thrilled to announce the birth 
of their son, Greyson �omas Carreiro. 
He was born on Aug. 22, 2014, at 1:01 
a.m., weighing 7 pounds 12 ounces and 
measuring 21½ inches long. Big sister 
Reese is smitten with the new addition to 
the family. Proud grandparents are Tony 
and Edie Carreiro and �omas and Jerry 
Johnsey.

Greyson Thomas Carreiro

BIRTHS

McBrams and Manes Chirwa of the 
Blantyre, Malawi, congregation are 
pleased to announce the birth of their ��h 
child, Doris Derby Chirwa. She was born 
on Sept. 27, 2014, at 4:40 p.m., weighing 
7.3 pounds (3 kilograms 300 grams). Her 
parents and four brothers are very excited 
with the arrival of a baby girl.

Tielmans Chirwa

Doris Derby Chirwa Jim and Gina Springer from the Cin-
cinnati/Dayton, Ohio, congregation are 
excited to announce the arrival of their 
�rst child, James (Jim) Benjamin Springer, 
who was born on Aug. 5, 2014, at 3:41 a.m. 
He is the grandson of Jim and Lorinda 
Springer and Tony and Robin Morelli. As 
an answer to many prayers, all the grand-
parents were able to enjoy time with their 
grandson at the Feast in Pigeon Forge, 
Tennessee.

Three generations of Jim Springers

We encourage members to send announcements to be featured in One Accord. We feature 
events in members’ lives, including baptisms, births, engagements, weddings, signi�cant 

anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.), graduations and obituaries. Typically they run between 50 
and 100 words; however, we ask that all submissions stay under 250 words. Please submit a 

high-resolution color photo along with the written copy to your congregation’s reporter.

announcements

The West Palm Beach, 
Florida, congregation said 
farewell to two families in 
December.

Dec. 9, 2014, marked the 
last Sabbath for Dave and 
Debbie Jenkins before mov-
ing to Conyers, Georgia, to 
be closer to family members. 
Dave and Debbie have self-
lessly served the West Palm 
Beach, Florida, congregation 
as deacon and deaconess 
since 2002 and as members 
for many years prior to their 
ordination. 

They were honored on the 
Sabbath with a beautiful cake, 
�owers, a Waterford Crystal 
Tara bowl �lled with Hershey’s 

Hugs and Kisses and a card 
signed by everyone in the 
congregation.

They will be greatly missed 
by all in the West Palm Beach 
congregation, but they will be 
a blessing to the church in the 
Conyers, Georgia, area.

The West Palm congre-
gation also said farewell to 
Dan and Laura Richey and 
their two adorable children, 
Hannah and Lincoln, on the 
Sabbath of Dec. 27, 2014, be-
fore they moved back to the 
Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas, area.

Dan served the West Palm 
Beach and Miami congrega-
tions as a song leader, and he 
gave excellent sermonettes. 
They and their family will be 
greatly missed.

James D. Cannon

fond   farewells

Dave and Debbie Jenkins Dan and Laura Richey with their 
two children, Lincoln and Hannah
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�e Sabbath of Nov. 22, 
2014, Dennis and Lyndi Fultz 
were honored by the Benton-
ville, Arkansas, congregation 
for their 25 years of marriage. 
�ey were presented with a 

cake and lovely bouquet of 
roses.

Dennis and Lyndi Fultz 
happily celebrated their 25th 
wedding anniversary on Nov. 
26. �e couple met brie�y when 
they were teenagers at the S.E.P. 
church summer camp in Orr, 
Minnesota. �eir paths crossed 
again as freshmen at Ambassa-
dor College in Pasadena, Cali-
fornia, and on the �rst day of 
school they planned their �rst 
date! Many dates later, they live 
in beautiful northwest Arkan-
sas and attend the Bentonville 
congregation. 

Both Dennis and Lyndi 
grew up in the Church. Den-
nis attended in the Modesto, 
California, congregation, and 
Lyndi attended in the Raleigh, 
North Carolina, congregation. 
�e two have been baptized 
members since 1989.

Vicki Willoughby

Dennis and Lyndi Fultz

ANNIVERSARIES

OBITUARIES

Pearl R. Garren, 103, of 
Rockford, Illinois, died on Sept. 
23, 2014.   

Born on Feb. 27, 1911, in 
Grand Detour to Andrew and 
Lydia (Smice) Heaton, she mar-
ried Loran W. Garren on June 
9, 1928, in Dixon, Illinois. He 
preceded her in death on Aug. 
6, 1997.  

Pearl is survived by two 
daughters, Norma Brady of 
Harlingen, Texas, and La-
vonne Hu�man of Rockford; 
�ve grandchildren; 12 great-
grandchildren and numerous 
great-great- and great-great-
great-grandchildren.  

Pearl and her husband, who 
had listened to Herbert Arm-
strong on the radio for many 
years, were baptized together 
in 1983, attending the World-
wide Church of God. When 
it became necessary for her to 
move into a nursing home, she 
continued true to her faith, 
turning down the Christmas 
tree the sta� had thought she 
needed.  

Michael Hanisko, pastor of 
the Beloit, Wisconsin, congre-
gation, o�ciated at the funeral 
and interment at Chapel Hill 
Memorial Gardens in Dixon.

Lavonne Hu�man and 
Heather Schwartzrock

Pearl R. Garren

Frank R. McCrady II was 
born July 3, 1925, in St. Louis, 
Missouri, to the late Frank 
R. McCrady and Grace Vera 
Johnson McCrady. He died on 
Monday, Dec. 15, 2014, at 89 
years of age.

He lived in Gladewater, 
Texas, for the last 24 years. He 

served in the ministry for 53 
years and, being an instrument 
pilot and instructor, served in 
the Civil Air Patrol in Tyler, 
Texas, upon retirement. He 
was a member of the Church 
of God, a Worldwide Associa-
tion.

He was preceded in death 
by an older brother, Charles; 
a younger sister, Betty; and 
a son, Roger Dale McCrady 
Merchant.

Survivors include his wife, 
Charlene M. McCrady of 
Gladewater; son, Frank R. Mc-
Crady III of Ohio; two broth-
ers, Jack and �omas McCrady, 
both of St. Louis, Missouri; 
�ve grandchildren, Rick Mc-
Crady, Scott McCrady, Michael 
McCrady, Dale McCrady 
Merchant and Linsay McCrady 
Merchant; and two great-
grandchildren, MacKenzie and 
Collin McCrady.

Frank R. McCrady II

Behrman Doucet, an elder 
from the Houston North, 
Texas, congregation, died on 
Dec. 5, 2014. He was born on 
Dec. 24, 1926, to Sidney and 
Clementine Doucet. He was 
preceded in death by his par-
ents, four brothers, one sister 
and his wife, E�e.

Behrman is survived by his 
daughter, Marsha Perry, and 
her husband, John; and his son, 
Kent, and his wife, Rhonda. He 
is also survived by �ve grand-
children, four great-grandchil-
dren and three sisters.

Behrman and E�e married 
on Aug. 14, 1951, in Eunice, 
Louisiana. In the early 1950s an 
older brother introduced him 
to literature from the Radio 
Church of God. He attended 
his �rst Feast of Tabernacles 
in 1956. In 1958 his wife and 
family joined him at the Feast 
in Big Sandy, Texas.

In 1961 the family moved 
from Eunice to Houston, Texas. 
Behrman was ordained an elder 
in 1974. Together he and E�e, a 
deaconess, served the brethren 
of the Houston area for almost 
40 years. 

John Perry

Behrman Doucet

Tributes to Our Elders  
and Their Wives



You’re invited to join the North Texas congregations on Saturday, Jan. 
31, 2015, at 7:30 p.m. for the Eighth Annual Boot Scoot, benefiting the 
COGWA Youth Camp Activity and Scholarship Fund!

The evening is full of a variety of activities starting with a beef rib 
dinner and bake sale, followed by a silent auction, raffle, and dancing to 
live music from the Union House Branch Band. The event will be held at 
the Grapevine Convention Center in Grapevine, Texas.

All money raised will provide much-needed equipment for our camp 
program, as well as help campers who need financial assistance to 
attend. Our goal is to make sure that every Church teen who wants to 
attend camp is able to go and that each camp has the equipment to 
make each activity as enjoyable as possible!

Register or make a donation online by Jan. 17 at 
bootscoot.org

Jan. 31 2015


