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aAs we return from another Feast of Tabernacles, 
the most common greeting will be, “How was your 
Feast?” Most of us will answer, “It was great!” But 
what does that mean? Was it really great? And was it 
one of our “best Feasts ever”?

For us, this year’s Feast began with a family 
tragedy. My wife’s nephew in Oregon died tragically 
at the age of 37 on the Day of Atonement. As you can 
imagine, this had a deep impact on our entire family. 
We managed to detour through Portland for a day on 
our way from Orange Beach to Steamboat Springs to 
be with the family. It was a very emotional experi-
ence, but we were glad that we made the trip. A�er 
spending time in several airports, along with a few 
missed �ights, we arrived in Steamboat Springs prior 
to the Last Great Day. Because of what we had just 
experienced, this holy day took on added meaning.  
�e truth about the resurrection doesn’t do away with 
grief, but it does bring a measure of comfort.  We 
were especially thankful for that this year.

We all recognize that the Feast of Tabernacles 
pictures the 1,000-year reign of Jesus Christ on the 
earth; and because of that reign, peace, prosperity 
and happiness will be the rule of the day. During the 
Millenium untimely death and family tragedies will 
be things of the past. �is is especially pointed out in 
the Last Great Day, which pictures a time of eternal 
judgment. But really, it’s a time of opportunity for so 
many who have lived and died without understand-
ing the truth of God’s plan.

For Jews worshipping in the Holy Land, the Eighth 
Day is a day of great rejoicing. It is the day when the 
reading of the Torah is completed for another year. 
It is described as a day of such great joy that there is 
nothing to compare it to. As it marks the end of the 
annual reading, the next day marks the beginning for 
another year.

I would encourage you to think of this Feast of 
Tabernacles and Last Great Day as a beginning, a re-
focusing of your life on what really matters—obeying 
God, supporting the work of preaching the gospel, 
and growing in grace and knowledge (2 Peter 3:18). 
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personal from the president

How many Feasts are there remaining before Jesus 
Christ intervenes in world a�airs? My family began 
keeping the Feast at home in the 1950s, and later in 
the early 1960s we attended the Feast in Big Sandy, 
Texas. Depending on which date you use, I have 
been keeping the Feast for more than 60 years and 
attending the Feast for more than 50 years. �at adds 
up to a lot of experiences. For me they have all been 
overwhelmingly positive. I believe, through it all, God 
has given us a deeper understanding of His plan of 
salvation.

�is has been a sobering Feast of Tabernacles and 
Last Great Day for me, with a death in our family 
and the focusing of my attention on the needs of the 
Church. Still, I can honestly say that it has been one 
of my best ever. Spending time with family, prepar-
ing sermons with focus, hearing messages �lled with 
spiritual meat and traveling to two very beautiful but 
very di�erent locations (Orange Beach and Steamboat 
Springs), gave me one of my best Feasts ever. But I 
was happy to get home and get back to work. I am 
excited, and I hope you are as well. How was your 
Feast? I hope you can answer that question with, “It 
was great!”

How Was Your Feast?
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A camper at Wood Lake Camp paddles his canoe 
“COGWA Youth Camps Preteen Program,” page 4

Feastgoers in Co�s Harbour, Australia  
“2014 Feast of Tabernacles Reports,” page 8
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preteen   camp program

On June 22, 58 campers and 59 sta� members converged on 
Camp Bob White for the fourth year that COGWA preteen camp 
has been held on this beautiful location! We could not have asked 
for better weather to enjoy this idyllic camp setting and all the ac-
tivities. Wonderful attitudes, combined with the natural curiosity 
and energy of youth, all came together for a fantastic camp!

In addition to the normal camp activities, the park natural-
ist gave a presentation on local wildlife. �is included a number 
of examples of fur, turtle shells and the like. It also included two 
snakes, one of which the campers were allowed to touch while the 
naturalist held him. 

We ended camp with a new activity—a variety show with skits 
put on by each dorm, all revolving around the theme of “�e 
Narrow Way: Accept the Challenge.” It was held at an outdoor 
amphitheater on the camp. A lot of thought was put into the skits, 
and each one addressed the camp theme with the style and per-
sonality of each dorm. It made a wonderful end to the camp!

But perhaps the best way to summarize Camp Bob White this 
year is in the words of one of our counselors: 

“�is year at Bob White was the best yet! I had a great dorm 
who worked together well. �e Christian Living messages were 
great, and I think the kids had a pretty good grasp of the camp 
theme and how it applies to them by the time they le�. Also, 
getting to continue to build relationships with the parents and 
grandparents of the campers was an amazing opportunity. 

“�is year it really sank in for me how camp, but preteen camp 
especially, is like a family. It was encouraging to see so many peo-
ple of so many ages working together toward a common goal—
serving the campers—but beyond that, to see the older campers 
following the example of the teen sta� in learning to lead and 
the teen sta� following the example of the adult sta�, all toward 
the goal of seeking �rst the Kingdom of God. Every year at Bob 
White has been amazing, but somehow this one topped them all 
for me. I came away with many lessons to apply and think about 
in my own life.”

Camp ended on a very positive note. We are already planning 
for and looking forward to another positive and inspiring experi-
ence at Camp Bob White in 2015! 

Tom Clark

Camp   bob   white

To see more photos from the 2014 CYC 
teen and preteen programs, go to  
Facebook.com/cogwayouthcamps

http://www.Facebook.com/cogwa
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A total of 25 campers and 30 sta� members met at a mountain 
retreat in Posey, California, June 22 to 26 for Camp Sequoia Pre-
teen! �e camp enjoyed four days of fun-�lled activities, Christian 
Living, sports and lovely weather. 

�e �rst day’s activities included the annual novelty Olympics, 
with a “counselor makeover” event. �roughout the week, campers 
enjoyed activities like dance, gaga ball, swimming, archery, ri�ery 
(with BB guns), �shing, hiking and a challenge course run. 

�e last day of activities ended with “�e Amazing Race” put 
together by Tracy Carter. Campers had a variety of tasks to com-
plete throughout the camp, including putting together a puzzle of 
the books of the Bible. 

Campers learned about the “�e Narrow Way” at Compass 
Checks and Christian Living classes throughout the week. Bible 
heroes were the focus of Christian Living, and campers could 
see how God called individuals and worked with them to ful�ll a 
special purpose.

Each day started with a Compass Check to point campers in the 
right direction, and evenings ended with camp�re, which included 
dorm skits and sing-alongs.

�e camp had a wonderful sta� this year that included 10 teen 
sta� members. �e campers developed relationships with teens 
and adults from various areas. 

We look forward to another great year in 2015! 
Paul Carter

Camp   Sequoia

Camp Lone Star was a hit for 74 campers and over 60 sta� 
members this summer. We were able to hold Sabbath services on 
Aug. 9 for sta� and their families prior to camp, which really got 
sta� into camp mode as it gave them some time to acclimate before 
camp started �lling up with lots of excited, energetic kids! Camp-
ers arrived on Sunday morning, Aug. 10, and couldn’t wait to 
check out the new camp with the “tree house dorms.” �e dorms 
were a huge hit with the boys, and the girls quit asking why they 
weren’t staying in the tree houses when they found out the bath-
rooms were outside in the pool house! Also, the food was great, as 
we were able to run our own kitchen and cook all of the meals.

We experienced great weather considering it was mid-August 
in south Texas, but what really helped with the heat was spend-
ing time at the lake on the zip line. It was a little shorter and lower 
than most zip lines, but all the kids had to do was hold onto the 
bar until they got as far out over the lake as they wanted before let-
ting go and dropping o� into the lake. �e best part was that they 
could go as many times as they wanted. 

In Christian Living, each dorm worked on a service project 
that we plan to continue doing each year. Each evening we held 
di�erent activities: minute-to-win-it games, camp scavenger hunt 
(which the campers loved) and our annual talent show on the last 
evening, Aug. 13. We also had a late-evening activity where we 
used a high-powered telescope to look at the rings of Saturn and 
the moon. 

Camp Lone Star was a huge success as campers and sta� fo-
cused on “�e Narrow Way.” �e dates for 2015 have already been 
set and will be from June 13 to 17, 2015.

Elisa Hees

Camp   lone   Star
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�is year’s Wood Lake preteen camp started on Sunday, Aug. 
10, 2014. A�er the morning sta� meeting, camp began with canoe-
ing, kayaking and swimming at the lakefront beach. �e preteens 
were excited from the start, and that energy lasted through to the 
last day. Other activities included “�e Amazing Race,” archery, 
arts and cra�s, a rock climbing wall, �eld games, jumping o� the 
blob, music, a nature hike, a pontoon boat ride and �shing. �ere 
were also team challenges, including a mud pit tug of war. Evening 
activities included the game night, novelty Olympics, and the ever 
popular scavenger/treasure hunt. Each morning started with Com-
pass Checks focused on the theme of “�e Narrow Way: Accept 
the Challenge.” We concluded camp with a special musical presen-
tation and a video recap of camp for the parents. �e preteens and 
volunteer sta� are already eager to come back next year. 

Gary Black

Camp   Wood   Lake

Camp Chattahoochee 2014 began with rain—a lot of rain! For 
3½ hours the clouds seemed to empty every last drop of their 
reservoirs as we traveled to the YWCO camp facility. Once we 
pulled up to the dining hall to unload supplies and begin Sabbath 
services, the rain ceased and blue skies were revealed. For most of 
the remainder of Camp Chattahoochee, we experienced the typi-
cal beauty of the north Georgia mountains.

�e campers enjoyed activities such as slip and slide, canoeing, 
a hike/treasure hunt, swimming in an Olympic-sized pool, arts 
and cra�s, �eld games, the highly favored gaga ball and, of course, 
Christian Living classes that re�ected on our camp theme of “�e 
Narrow Way: Accept the Challenge.” 

�e campers enjoyed the experiences of new and challenging 
activities, the opportunities to make new friends, as well as a rustic 
experience of staying in open-air cabins. �e enthusiastic sta� also 
had the opportunity to build friendships and experience new chal-
lenges as our combined attendance grew from 80 to 110 this year. 

�is year’s four-day experience concluded with a perfectly 
timed, brief thunderstorm while parents watched their children 
and sta� members perform skits and songs. Once the camp con-
cluded with a prayer to God for His safety and protection, the rain 
also concluded and the parents were able to collect their children 
and return to their respective destinations without delay. Our Al-
mighty God certainly hears the prayers of His people and watches 
over our children! 

�e YWCO camp is currently up for sale, and we would cer-
tainly appreciate the prayers of the brethren for God to guide us to 
a facility where we can continue to have the opportunity for our 
preteens and sta� to enjoy the Camp Chattahoochee experience. 

Eric Evans

Camp   Chattahoochee
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We thought we’d give you a glimpse of Camp Arrowhead 2014 
through the eyes of our camp nurses. 

As you may know, in the unlikely case of illness or accident, 
each of our camps has a nurse or doctor on our volunteer sta� so 
that special attention can be given in times of need. �is year at 
Camp Arrowhead, we had three registered nurses—Bonnie, Wyl-
low and Melissa—to man the �rst aid station in case one of our 
young charges came up ill or injured. 

From our nurses’ perspective, we can summarize Camp Arrow-
head in one word: boring! No broken bones, no major lacerations, 
no major contusions, no concussions and no �eld hospital surger-
ies. (We have a �eld, but no �eld hospital!)

Fi�y-four, campers, served by 50 sta� members, enjoyed dodge-
ball, gaga ball, kickball, �eld games, sing-alongs, skits, a climbing 
tower, zip line, arts and cra�s, swimming, “�e Amazing Race,” 
archery and Christian Living classes without one trip to the hos-
pital. Even in cooking class—a�er making pancake tacos loaded 
with fruit, Nutella and whipped cream—none of the campers had 
tummy aches or gastric distress! A few Band-Aids for a few scrapes 
and scratches were about all we could distribute. �e “Narrow 
Way” leads to the Kingdom, but it never led to the nurses’ station!

So from a camper and sta� perspective, an outstanding time of 
fun, education and camaraderie was had by all. But from a nurses’ 
perspective—boring! And that’s just the way we like it!

Dave Myers

Camp   arrowhead
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Villa Carlos Paz 
A R G E N T I N A

Every year our Almighty God invites us 
to have a small taste of what His millen-
nial reign will be like, starting with His 
long-awaited return in glory and majesty. 
Each year we �ll ourselves with hope and 
expectation to celebrate the Feast of Taber-
nacles and the Last Great Day wherever He 
has put His name. 

�is year in Argentina, the Feast site 
was di�erent from the site in Mendoza, 
which we had used for more than a decade. 
God put His name this year in Villa Carlos 
Paz in the province of Cordoba, a very 
central place in the country. �is location 
greatly facilitated the transportation of 
the brethren distributed in di�erent and 
distant sections of Argentina, since most 
of them live in the northern and central 
zones. �e province of Cordoba is also 
where a few Argentinean members live, 
and they actively participated in the plan-
ning and execution of a lot of the logistics 
and were a very important support during 
the Feast. �is allowed our Argentinian 
brethren to feel even more like hosts.

Most of the 265 attendees, with the 
exception of a few families, were lodged 
at the Hotel Monaco, the same place 
where all of the activities were held. �ere 
were some brethren from Bolivia, Brazil, 

Chile, Ecuador, Peru, El Salvador, Uruguay 
and the United States. 

�e messages were truly inspired and 
inspiring, and the children and young 
adults had a very special attitude. �ey 
enjoyed and felt truly as a family. �is year, 
four new brethren joined our spiritual fam-
ily: Rosa Herrera and Victoria Chavez from 
Argentina, Viviana Calle from Bolivia and 
Saul Langarica Jr. from Chile. 

A fraternal hug to all the people of God 
in the world.

Gustavo Mellado

Co�s Harbour
A U S T R A L I A

God provided the Feast in Co�s Har-
bour, Australia, with an abundance of 
deep and meaningful messages. From the 
opening night through to the Last Great 
Day, the brethren received a rich banquet 
of spiritual food focusing everyone on our 
future and the fantastic plan of God for all 
of mankind. 

�e physical aspects of the Feast were 
blessed with wholehearted participation 
and beautiful weather in what could be 
called a “family-inclusive” program that 
started with our tradition of the “Get to 
Know You” bu�et dinner a�er sunset on 
the �rst holy day. It has proven to be a great 
icebreaker for all visitors and locals to meet 
at the start of the Feast. All of the visitors 
were warmly embraced into their new 
Aussie family, as is anyone who makes the 
journey to the Feast Down Under.

�e sadness of leaving the Feast was 
mixed with the anticipation of coming 
back next year in 2015, which for some 
is the only time they get to congregate 
together in this vast land. A hearty thank 
you to everyone for making this Feast one 
marked by close bonds and a true glimpse 
of the soon-coming Kingdom of God.

David Maczek

St. Peter
B A R B A D O S

�e Feast in Barbados was held at the 
Almond Beach Resort on the beautiful west 
coast of the island. �e weather was warm 
and sunny with occasional scattered show-
ers. Of the three Festival sites in the Carib-
bean—Jamaica, Barbados and Guyana—
Barbados had the highest attendance, with 
an average per service attendance of 215 
and the single highest attendance of 227. 

�ose attending were from the United 
States, Canada, the Bahamas, St. Kitts-
Nevis, Grenada, Barbados and one member 
from Jamaica.  

Look at many more photos 
from around the world in 
our Feast photo album

ARGENTINA

EEvery year many come home saying that they just experienced their 
best Feast ever. The Feast of Tabernacles 2014 proved to once again be 
“the best Feast ever” for many members. God states in Deuteronomy 
14 that He wants His people to gather to spend their second tithe and 
to learn to fear God and to rejoice with their households “in the place 
where He chooses to make His name abide.” The following brief reports 
share highlights of God’s people following this instruction. Whether you 
kept the Feast in St. Johns, Newfoundland, with a small intimate group 
of spiritual family or in Orange Beach, Alabama, with nearly 1,400 of 
your spiritual family, we all honored God by coming to worship Him for 
His Feast of Tabernacles and Last Great Day in the place where He chose 
to make His name abide. 

Mark Winner

2014 Feast of  
Tabernacles facebook.com/cogwa
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Our regional director and 
pastor of the Caribbean, Ar-
nold Hampton, spent the �rst 
two days of the Feast in Jamaica 
and the remainder in Barbados. 
We were blessed this year with 
seven elders in attendance in 
addition to Mr. Hampton. Ser-
vices were webcast to Guyana 
and St. Lucia. �e messages 
encouraged us to continue 
looking to the future not at the 
present state of this world. 

A Bible study was held for 
everyone on Friday evening, 
and there were two additional 
Bible studies held later in the 
Feast for teens and young 
adults. 

We also had a dance on 
Saturday night and a bus tour 
of the island on Sunday. On 
Monday we had a Family Day 
with indoor games such as table 
tennis and badminton in the 
a�ernoon and a fun show in 
the evening. On Tuesday we 
went on a catamaran cruise.

�e general manager of 
the hotel sat through the �nal 
service of the Last Great Day. 
Upon the conclusion of the 
service, he and a sta� mem-
ber thanked us for coming, 
mentioning that we were the 
best group they had hosted, and 
encouraged us to come again.

Stephen Crosby

Cochabamba
B O L I V I A

�is year’s Feast was an 
amazing experience. �e 36 of 
us shared the privilege of being 
at one of the sites chosen by 
God and receiving His messag-
es, which were mainly focused 
on the Millennium and our 
Father’s future Kingdom.

For eight days we enjoyed 
ourselves at activities such 
as the welcome night, where 
we listened to folk music and 
tasted the local wines. Also the 
ladies of the Santa Cruz congre-
gation made artisanal choco-
lates for our foreign visitors, 
and the children had their own 
fun playing outside and sharing 
some hamburgers. A�erwards, 

they also received a gi� from 
the Church. �en many of the 
brethren displayed their artistic 
talent at the family dance by 
dancing to all kinds of music. 
We also had a sports day for the 
children and youth to use up 
their energy and make the most 
of the hotel’s facilities.

�e talent show, with both 
national and international 
acts, was a success as usual. 
�ere was also a special activity 
for the ladies and our elderly 
brethren. 

All throughout the Feast 
there was a sincere sense of 
family. Every day the brethren 
gathered in their rooms to talk, 
share their experiences and 
foster brotherly love among the 
Church, showing that the people 
of God are, in fact, a big family.

�e weather and food were 
also blessings at the Feast in 
Cochabamba. �e average 
temperature was 78 degrees, 
and we had �ve all-you-can-eat 
meals each day!

�e best part of the Feast 
was the 20 hours of services 
and the time we had to share 
our experiences and support 
each other. We were all able to 
consider the amazing oppor-
tunity our Heavenly Father has 
given us by showing us His way 
and opening the door to His 
future Kingdom for us.

May God strengthen us to 
remain faithful throughout the 
year to come so that we can 
celebrate next year’s Feast with 
the same enthusiasm.

Jaime Zagal Jr.

Mugina
B U R U N D I

A total of 260 attended the 
Feast of Tabernacles in Mugina 
in northern Burundi, near 
the borders of Rwanda and 
Congo. For many of them this 
was their �rst opportunity to 
keep the Feast of Tabernacles. 
Members came from various 

regions of the country and ei-
ther camped on the grounds of 
the church property or stayed 
with members who live in the 
region.

Services each day were con-
ducted in the local Kirundi lan-
guage by elder Nathan Muke-
shimana. He gave sermons 
based on Festival sermons 
recorded in French and pro-
vided as an aide. Lively special 
music was provided by chorales 
from the three congregations in 
Burundi. Meals were prepared 
by teams of ladies in the church 
kitchen and eaten together. A 
most-appreciated treat for chil-
dren and adults alike were daily 
portions of meat and Fanta 
so� drinks provided through 
assistance of the headquarters 
o�ce along with other meal 
ingredients.

All activities centered 
around the large brick church 
hall, which, though already 
in service, is currently under 
ongoing construction. �ese 
included services, Bible stud-
ies, music events and games 
organized for the children. �is 
Feast was a true blessing to our 
brethren in Burundi.

Joel Meeker

St. John’s, Newfoundland
C A N A D A

A total of seven brethren 
in Newfoundland gathered to 
celebrate the Feast in the home 
of local elder David Smith 
and his wife. Unable to travel 
to one of the Feast sites in the 
U.S. or overseas, these mem-
bers enjoyed being together to 
fellowship and login to services 
webcast from Orange Beach, 
Alabama.

David Smith

Lican Ray
C H I L E

Although it is the �rst 
month of spring, October tends 
to be rather cold and humid in 
the south of Chile. �e weather 
for the Feast was forecast to be 

BARBADOS

CHILE
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cloudy and rainy; but despite 
the predictions, God gave His 
people warm and sunny days, 
which were further beauti�ed 
by the evident presence of our 
Creator in Lican Ray, Chile. 
Clearly, God put His name 
once again in this place for His 
Church to celebrate His holy 
Feast.

El Conquistador resort was 
�lled with the life and enthusi-
asm brought by the 381 mem-
bers coming from the United 
States, Mexico, Guatemala, 
Peru, Argentina and Chile. Our 
beautiful hotel had an amazing 
view of the Villarica volcano 
and Lake Calafquén.

From the opening message 
to the last minute of the Last 
Great Day, the people of God 
received edifying spiritual 
instruction from our ministers, 
which strengthened our char-
acter in the light of the Scrip-
ture and the hope of the future 
Kingdom of God. We were 

delighted by beautiful special 
music and constant fellow-
ship, usually taking place at the 
meeting hall and dining room, 
where most of us had lunch 
together. We also gathered 
during nights and a�ernoons 
in the di�erent cabins where 
the members were staying and 
where both the heat of the 
�replaces and conversations did 
not stop.

�e welcome night show-
cased an amazing display of 
dances, music and colorful 
costumes brought by every 
congregation of the Church in 
Chile for our foreign visitors. 
Also, the members will cherish 
the memories of the a�ernoon 
tea—a special activity for our 
elderly brethren—the ladies’ 
a�ernoon, the family dance, 
the kids’ party, the youth 
dance, the sports a�ernoon and 
the long-awaited Talent Show. 
Apart from these, we had a 
Spokesman Club session fol-
lowed by a lamb barbecue.

�e icing on the cake was 
the baptism of seven new 
brethren in Lake Calafquén 
at the beginning of the Last 
Great Day. �ey were Ignacio 
and Sofía Matamala, Jordan 
Chavez, Alejandro Hernan-
dez, Amanda Ugarte, Melanie 
Quintana and Gonzalo Mi-
randa. 

�ere is no doubt that fel-
lowship, harmony, enthusiasm 
and energy �ooded this year’s 
Feast in Lican Ray and le� us 
with a profound sense of grati-

tude for all the blessings God 
provided. 

Jorge Ivan Garduño

El Rodadero
CO L O M B I A

A total of 59 people met 
at the Hotel Arhuaco in El 
Rodadero, Colombia, to cel-
ebrate the Feast of Tabernacles 
2014. Several brethren had to 
face di�cult challenges and 
unexpected obstacles before the 
Feast. For them, being able to 
celebrate the Festival together 
had a special signi�cance, and 
we felt we had more reasons 
than ever to be thankful to God 
for His in�nite love and mercy.

�e spiritual food we 
received in sermons, Bible stud-
ies and other activities made it 
possible for us to go back to our 
homes with a renewed sense of 
urgency to watch world events 
and to realize more clearly the 
need for us to be close to God. 
How crucially important it is 
for us now to stay focused on 
the goal of the Kingdom and 
the need to cry out day and 
night to God to help us! We 
continue to pray we may be 
“counted worthy to escape all 
these things that will come to 
pass, and to stand before the 
Son of Man.” 

Eduardo Hernández

Kinshasa
CO N G O

A total of 96 people ob-
served the Feast of Tabernacles 
in the Church’s new meeting 
hall and o�ce complex in 
Kinshasa in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. Some 25 
people stayed on the complex 
grounds, and others traveled 
each day from their homes for 
services, during which sermons 
were translated from French 
into Lingala.

Daily meals were made pos-
sible in large part by �nancial 
assistance sent from headquar-
ters to supplement what the 
local members had been able 
to put aside for the Feast. Daily 

life in the Congo is stressful 
and dangerous, so the remind-
ers of the prophecies of the 
coming Kingdom of God were 
most encouraging.

Warm wishes and thanks to 
all for your encouragement and 
support!

Justin Tshikuma-Manenga 
and Joel Meeker

La Mé
CÔ T E  D ’ I V O I R E

Twenty people celebrated 
the Feast in the village of La 
Mé, just outside Abidjan, in the 
West African nation of Côte 
d’Ivoire. One member came all 
the way from Togo to celebrate 
the Feast with us.

Each day we listened to a 
Festival sermon recorded for us 
in French. We especially appre-
ciated sermons by our regional 
director Joel Meeker.

�ere were games for the 
children and delicious meals 
each day, which included goat 
soup, braised chicken, chicken 
kédjénou (a spicy chicken and 
vegetable stew, slow-cooked 
in a sealed terra-cotta pot and 
served with fermented cassava 
meal), carp with yam mash, 
spaghetti and omelets. 

A special family outing took 
us to the Aghien Lagoon, where 
we enjoyed a walk along the 
water in the tropical forest. �e 
Feast this year was especially 
joyous.

Paul Tia and Michel Tia

Man
CÔ T E  D ’ I V O I R E

A total of 99 people celebrat-
ed the Feast of Tabernacles in 
Man, Côte d’Ivoire, in West Af-
rica. For about 30 people, this 
was their �rst Feast celebration. 
Members lodged in di�erent 
private homes during the Feast. 
Sermons were translated from 
French into the local Yacouba 
language.

We enjoyed three meals each 
day, a treat we do not always 
have, thanks to �nancial as-
sistance from the headquarters 

GHANA

INDIA
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o�ce. �e meals were prepared 
by the women of our congrega-
tions. Because we are about 30 
miles (45 km) from the borders 
with Guinea and Liberia where 
the Ebola outbreak is killing 
many people, we ate only �sh 
(no meat) during the Feast. 
�is is because health authori-
ties have forbidden the eating of 
meat since they believe eating 
“bush meat” (any wild meat) 
is a way the disease has been 
spread.

In spite of this nearby threat, 
God li�ed us up through the 
messages about the mean-
ing of the Feast, through our 
fellowship, and through the 
encouragement and support we 
received from our brethren in 
the United States.

May God bless you all!
Séussié Bleu and

 Joel Meeker

Paci�c Harbour
F I J I

Bula vinaka (warm greet-
ings) from Fiji! For a third 
year running, the Pearl South 
Paci�c Resort in the tropical 
Paci�c Harbour resort area was 
again the venue for the Fijian 
site, 40 kilometers (25 miles) 
west of the capital city Suva.

Paci�c Harbour is home to 
indigenous villages, beautiful 
beaches and quality holiday 
rental homes. Twenty-nine at-
tendees, including visitors from 
the United States, Australia 
and New Zealand, enjoyed this 
wonderful “out of this world” 

experience. Services were held 
in the resort’s new wedding 
chapel, a beautifully decorated 
venue situated just meters from 
the Paci�c Ocean.

Activities included a tradi-
tional Fijian lovo dinner (food 
is cooked underground by hot 
rocks), Jet Skiing, group meals, 
an American-style barbecue 
and an excursion to nearby 
Yanuca Island—a tranquil ma-
rine reserve where participants 
snorkeled and enjoyed a lovo 
lunch.

Mr. Franks’ message “�e 
Lord Is �ere” was reassuring 
and validating as Christ con-
tinued to guide and bless His 
little �ock in Fiji throughout 
the Feast.

While everyone thoroughly 
enjoyed the fellowship and 
activities, what was most en-
couraging was that the spiritual 
aspect—the divine purpose of 
why we were at God’s Feast—
remained top priority. For that 
reason, the Feast of Tabernacles 
2014 was truly our best Feast 
ever!

Emori Toloi and 
Art Verschoor

Orbey
F R A N C E

A total of 110 people from 
seven countries celebrated the 
Feast of Tabernacles in the 
beautiful Vosges Mountains 
just above the Rhine River val-
ley in eastern France. Orbey is a 
resort village located in an area 

known for hiking in summer 
and skiing in winter.

Mr. Franks’ inaugural video 
and Sabbath sermon video were 
very much appreciated, setting 
a uni�ed tone for the Feast. 
Services were held alternately 
in French and English with 
simultaneous translation 
provided through FM radios. 
Special music was provided by 
two chorales (one in French 
and one in English), pianists 
and vocal soloists.

As always at the Feast in 
France, Festival attendees 
lodged, took their meals and at-
tended services all in the same 
complex, which allowed much 
extra time for fellowship. �e 
four-course meals included an 
appetizer, a main course, a se-
lection of French cheeses with 
salad, and dessert, all accompa-
nied by red, rosé or white wine.

Family Day activities includ-
ed an introduction to the game 
of pétanque and special culi-
nary treats prepared by breth-
ren from the French Caribbean 
island of Martinique. �ere 
were also four excursions orga-
nized: to the city of Strasbourg, 
to the Black Forest gateway city 
of Freiburg in Germany, to the 
stunning Haut-Koenigsbourg 
castle and to medieval walled 
villages on the picturesque 
Alsatian wine road.

�is was also a Feast of 
�rsts. �ree young adults 
interpreted (oral translation) 
sermonettes for the �rst time, 
two led hymns for the �rst time 
and one young European gave 

his �rst sermonette (in French). 
All of them performed well, 
and it was encouraging to all to 
see these reinforcements from 
younger generations.

Joel Meeker

Elmina and Abrem-Agona
G H A N A

It was with joy and anticipa-
tion that 680 brethren traveled 
to the southern tropical coast of 
Ghana to keep the Feast of Tab-
ernacles 2014! Due to problems 
we’ve experienced with rental 
facilities, it was decided that 
we would host the Feast in two 
local areas that are close to each 
other (20 to 30 minutes apart 
by taxi). 

�e congregations in Elmina 
and in Abrem-Agona own their 
own buildings, but neither is 
large enough to hold every-
one. By using both, plus some 
awnings and extra chairs set up 
outside, we were able to accom-
modate everyone.

An unexpected event hap-
pened about halfway through 
the Feast. We were approached 
by representatives from a small 
Sabbath-keeping group of 
about 25 in the nearby town 
of Cape Coast. �ey were 
originally part of the Remnant 
Church of God but separated 
when most of Remnant joined 
with our Church organization. 
�ey have come to feel the need 
to once again associate with the 
larger group and kept part of 
the Feast with us as they were 
exploring the possibility of be-

IRELAND JAMAICA
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coming a part of the Church of 
God, a Worldwide Association! 

Tom Clark

Antigua
G U AT E M A L A

As this report is being writ-
ten, the sunset has arrived to 
�nish the Feast of Tabernacles 
and to start the Last Great Day. 
God has been wonderful to 
us all, �lling our hearts with 
happiness. He has allowed us to 
celebrate the Feast of Taber-
nacles in peace in this place 
where He has dwelled with 
us. �e messages God gave in 
the sermons and sermonettes 
reminded us that we must �ght 
against the world and its cus-
toms and that we must return 
to our �rst love. 

It seemed that God wanted 
to speak especially to the 
young people this Feast, as we 
listened to many sermons and 
sermonettes that were focused 
on them. Our children are heirs 
to the promises too. We were 
reminded of this teaching in a 
Bible study, and furthermore 
reminded that God gives His 
blessings only to those who are 
obedient to His law.

During the Feast, seven 
people (three gentlemen and 
four ladies) were added to our 
spiritual family.

It has been inspiring to see 
how all the members collabo-
rate like ants during the Feast. 
It is clear in our minds that we 
are soldiers at the service of 
God and Jesus Christ.

Let’s keep �ghting the good 
�ght! We will see you again in 
the Feast of 2015—or in the 
Feast of 2500, which will hope-
fully be in His Kingdom.

Alberto Mazariegos

Kolkata
I N D I A

Just outside the hustle and 
bustle of Kolkata, Feastgoers in 
India enjoyed an oasis of peace 
and quiet at the IBIZA Resort 
and Spa. �e natural beauty 
and the joyous fellowship made 
this a real millennial setting.

�e six Indian brethren who 
were able to come to the Feast 
had stories of challenges that 
threatened to derail their plans, 
but in spite of the trials, they 
warmly welcomed four visitors. 
�ree came from the United 
States and one from Canada by 
way of the Jordan project. �e 
high attendance was 10.

During the �rst half of 
the Feast, visiting minister 
Mike Bennett gave a split 
sermon, three sermons and 
a sermonette. A message on 
preparing to be teachers in the 
Millennium led to a lively dis-
cussion a�erward, since most 
of the Indian brethren work as 
teachers! �e other Feast ser-
mons were provided by video, 
including the two messages by 
Jim Franks, with sermonettes 
given by Eugene Kumar and 
Tarun Ghosh.

On Friday, nine attendees 
traveled by taxi into Kolkata 
to see the impressive Victoria 
Memorial and shop.

�e brethren in India look 
forward to getting to know 
more of their international 
family at the Feast next year.

Mike Bennett

Ashbourne
I R E L A N D

“Céad míle fáilte!”—a hun-
dred thousand welcomes!—is a 
warm Irish greeting that set the 
tone for the Feast of Taberna-
cles in Ashbourne, Ireland. �e 
346 joyful Feastgoers celebrated 
services, discussions and meals 
together at the Pillo Hotel, 12 
miles north of Dublin.

We were blessed with 
encouraging messages that 
brought into focus the spiritual 
family of God into focus and 
preparing for our future roles 
helping others during the rule 
of Jesus Christ. Guest speak-
ers included Jim Franks (via a 
DVD introduction and Feast 
sermon), Jim Servidio, Greg 
Sargent, Mark Whynaucht 
and Jason Hyde, among many 
others!

�e hotel sta� and others 
remarked that the wonderful 

spirit among the members and 
the children spread to their 
own behavior. �ey asked if 
we can visit twice in the year! 
One of the senior hotel sta� 
suggested we have a direct 
line to the One controlling the 
weather, since the tours went 
ahead without interruption, 
and o�en with unseasonable 
sun and clear skies.

On �ursday morning 
the local press came to take 
a picture before the morn-
ing service on the Last Great 
Day. �e local community 
of Ashbourne has been very 
appreciative of the friendliness 
and the economic boost God’s 
people provided.

Peter Hawkins

Runaway Bay
J A M A I C A

�e theme of joy permeated 
Feast 2014 in Jamaica, which 
was celebrated by 132 breth-
ren at the Runaway Bay Beach 
and Golf Resort. Sermons and 
sermonettes attributed this 
joy to the saints having a clear 
vision of the Kingdom of God 
now, even through trials. Other 
reasons we were given to have 
joy included helping citizens 
walk in  God’s way, seeing a 
loving God showing  mercy to 
those who had not heard the 
gospel, and realizing the hope 
that mankind will �nd lasting 
peace. 

�e Festival choir comple-
mented the messages. As one 
minister said, “When sermon 
and song come together, this is 
inspired by God, not man.”

�ere were instruction 
classes for the little children 
and Bible studies for older ones 
and young adults.

Many claimed that this 
family fun day was the best 
ever. �is time the “house of 
Israel” prevailed over “Judah.” 
�e talent show added humor 
and revealed latent talent to be 
exploited later.

Dunn’s River Falls o�ered 
its usual challenge to climbers, 
and the guide for the prospect 
tour seemed to captivate the 
sightseers.

�e Jamaican Feast site 
received messages from around 
the world. �ank you for help-
ing to make this the best Feast 
ever.

Madge Thompson

Migori
K E N YA

�is year around 70 joyous 
brethren gathered together in 
Migori, Kenya, to celebrate the 
Feast of Tabernacles. With the 
members camping all within 
the same compound, eating 
their meals together and taking 
part in a multitude of activities, 
everyone was busy and found 
many opportunities to grow 
in their knowledge of God and 
His ways. 

We met for services each 
morning and �lled the a�er-
noon with English lessons, 
Bible studies and, of course, lots 
of fellowship. On the Monday 
during the Feast we had Family 
Day, in which Tim Waddle gave 
a sermon on the foundations of 
a strong family.  

�e children played soccer 
and several other games, and 
most everyone joined in a game 
of Bible fútbal.  �e children 
were also given school supplies 
and candies as gi�s.  During 
the Feast this year two men, 
Charles Maagi and Japheth 
Jagero, were ordained as dea-
cons. Also, two newborns were 
blessed, and two men were 
baptized. It was a wonderful 
Feast in Kenya.

Vivian Waddle

Senga Bay
M A L AW I

Senga Bay, on the shores of 
Lake Malawi, was the venue 
for 58 attendees who gathered 
to celebrate this year’s Feast of 
Tabernacles. �e whole Sun-
nyside Inn was occupied. We 
were all in one place, with a 
few individuals in an adjacent 
lodge.

On the evening of Wednes-
day, Oct. 8, we had the video 
opening message by the presi-
dent, Jim Franks. For the �rst 
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four days we were blessed with 
a visiting minister, Jonathan 
Pinelli and his wife, Debbie, 
before they traveled on to 
Zimbabwe. He inspired and 
encouraged us with messages 
concerning the dangers of tol-
erance to philosophies that are 
not in line with God’s law. He 
also spoke on righteousness, 
healing and unity that will 
prevail in God’s Kingdom.

A question-and-answer ses-
sion added color to the Feast.

Our local elder Elifazi 
Salawila focused our minds 
on God’s mercy in His soon-
coming Kingdom.

As we were spiritually well 
nourished, members also en-
joyed physical food at the Feast. 
Meat was eaten almost daily. 
Brethren are very thankful for 
the �nancial assistance given 
by the U.S. brethren. We had a 
foretaste of a kingly livelihood. 

Members enjoyed various 
physical activities, like swim-
ming, beach football, and other 
sports. Children enjoyed their 
special treat.

In spite of all the challenges 

being faced in this era, every-
one’s hope is in the coming 
utopian Kingdom of God.

Tielmans Chirwa 

Flic en Flac
M A U R I T I U S

�e beautiful beach resort 
of Flic en Flac hosted the Feast 
of Tabernacles on the island of 
Mauritius in the Indian Ocean. 
�roughout the Feast, pleasant 
ocean breezes danced on the 
waves breaking on the white 
beaches of the sapphire blue 
lagoon.

Two members from the 
United States joined the four 
members on Mauritius to keep 
the Feast, listening to inspir-
ing recorded sermons provided 
by the Church from previous 
Feasts in the United States. Spe-
cial music was provided several 
times by Mrs. Poma from Ohio.

Activities included outings 
to an ornithological reserve, 
botanical gardens, a photo 
safari among zebras, ostriches 
and lions, a catamaran trip in 

which we encountered a pod of 
dolphins in the ocean, and sev-
eral others, all of which allowed 
for encouraging fellowship.

�e bonds of fellowship 
among brethren were certainly 
reinforced, and we �nished 
the Feast reinvigorated and 
strengthened by spiritual food, 
ready to face another year 
until the next cycle of festivals 
begins.

Jocelyn Prodigue and 
Joel Meeker

Mazatlán
M E X I CO

Almost 300 Feastgoers from 
the United States, Chile, El 
Salvador and Mexico gathered 
together for what has to be one 
of our best Feasts ever. We are 
all truly grateful to our gener-
ous God for having provided us 
with so many rich and abun-
dant blessings in Mazatlán this 
year.

�is Paci�c coast city of-
fered perfect sunny days with 
spectacular sunsets, beautiful 

beaches and lots of tasty food 
from the region. �e breth-
ren also had a taste of much 
rich and varied spiritual food, 
which was provided by eight 
di�erent ministers: Jim Franks 
(via video), Leon Walker, Larry 
Roybal, Pablo Dimakis, Adán 
Langarica, Alberto Gonzáles, 
Manuel Núñez and Alfredo 
Lopez.

Mr. Franks’ messages were 
especially appreciated because 
the brethren were able to listen 
to him in Spanish through the 
provided translation. Leon 
Walker and his wife, Reba, 
were present for the �rst half 
of the Feast, contributing to 
and enjoying some of the many 
activities organized by the 
Church. �e fellowship kept 
�owing strong, and spirits were 
high throughout the much-
anticipated Fall Festival.

Some of the activities in-
cluded a family dance, a visit to 
a nearby island where mem-
bers were able to enjoy beach 
activities and try the local �sh 
cuisine, a children’s party, a 
couples’ evening gathering 
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and a youth hike to the local 
lighthouse. Some brethren also 
enjoyed a lunch of mole, a typi-
cal dish, prepared and provided 
by Dulce Cisneros, a member 
from Mexico City. We also 
had a ladies’ night at a special 
Spokesman Club reunion, a 
talent show with varied typical 
dances from many di�erent 
areas in Mexico, a movie night, 
and plenty of free time for gath-
ering around the swimming 
pools and the beautiful hotel 
beach.

Another important event 
during the Feast was the bap-
tism of two new members (one 
from Tamaulipas and another 
from Sonora), the blessing 
of a beautiful baby girl and 
the ordination of a new local 
elder, Ernesto Arteaga, for the 
Mexico City area. 

Preparations are already 
underway to enjoy yet another 
wonderful Feast in this area 
once again next year.

All in all, we had our best 
Feast ever!

Larry Roybal 

Taupo
N E W  Z E A L A N D

Unusually warm spring 
weather, snow-capped volca-
noes and stunning Lake Taupo 
were the perfect backdrop for 
60 brethren enjoying the Feast 
in New Zealand this year. Ten 
nationalities were represented 
in this small group, a foretaste 
of the future when all nations 
and peoples will worship God 
together in peace and harmony 
in the Kingdom of God.

Jim Franks’ sermon “�e 
Lord Is �ere” set the tone for 
the rest of the Feast. Messages 
were presented on the absolute 
reality of the prophesied com-
ing Kingdom, how we are being 
prepared now to reign as kings 
and priests with Christ, and 
living by faith not by sight in 
this present world.

We enjoyed very high par-
ticipation in all activities and 
group meals throughout the 
Feast. Older brethren appreci-
ated watching the youth and 

young adults take part in some 
of the more challenging activi-
ties, such as indoor rock climb-
ing, downhill luge, Zorbing and 
parasailing. Everyone loved re-
laxing in geothermal pools and 
zooming down a tall, fast water 
slide at the Taupo DeBretts Hot 
Springs and Pools.

An over-50s luncheon and a 
group dinner for all took place 
on the waterfront at the Lake 
Taupo Yacht Club. Tongan 
and Fijian brethren performed 
various traditional dances for 
the group a�er dinner, followed 
by a dance for the youth and 
young adults.

As the Feast drew to a close, 
many brethren remarked that 
the atmosphere this year was 
truly joyous and positive, �lled 
with laughter, serving attitudes 
and wonderful opportunities 
for food and fellowship.

Je� Caudle

Huanchaco
P E R U

�e Feast site chosen by 
God in Peru this year was 
Huanchaco, a beautiful and 
relaxed beach town located ap-
proximately seven miles from 
the larger city of Trujillo in 
the state of La Libertad. With 
quaint restaurants, serene 
ocean views, and traditional 
reed �shing boats called cabal-
litos de totóra, Huanchaco is 
an attractive destination on its 
own. �is tranquil town is also 
famous for being one of only 
�ve World Sur�ng Reserves, 
making it a popular vacation 
spot where visitors and locals 
share the water and waves for 
sur�ng, swimming or �shing.

Hotel Bracamonte was 
where the majority of the 
brethren stayed and where 
services and most of the rec-
reational activities were held. 
�is year 177 brethren from 
di�erent countries—including 
Peru, Chile, Ecuador, Mexico 
and the United States—enjoyed 
an inspiring and ful�lling 
spiritual and physical Feast.  

�e daily encouraging 
sermons were primarily given 
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by the local ministers, Manuel 
Quijano and Carlos Saavedra, 
but also included a couple 
recorded sermons prepared 
by Ralph Levy as well as the 
opening message by COGWA 
president Jim Franks. �e ser-
mons illustrated the ful�llment 
of the Feast of Tabernacles and 
how these chosen days pictured 
the Millennium and the soon-
coming establishment of God’s 
Kingdom on this earth. One 
young lady was baptized during 
the Feast, adding to the joyous 
celebration. 

In addition to the spiritual 
enrichment of the Feast, the 
brethren certainly enjoyed the 
physical aspects of the Feast—
from tasting exquisite Peruvian 
cuisine and soaking up the 
sunshine to dancing and sing-
ing into the night.  

One evening a talent show 
was held with participation 
from members and children of 
various ages from all the con-
gregations of Peru. �e shows 
were absolutely spectacular 
with everyone displaying their 
passion for the arts and their 
culture, at times wearing tradi-
tional folkloric costumes to add 
to the presentation. All of the 
performers took great care to 
execute the shows �awlessly.

Now we are back home, 
missing the unity and warmth 
of the Peruvian brethren but 
also very thankful to God for 
allowing us yet again to so 
richly enjoy His Feast, which 
was once again the best Feast 
ever!

Brianna Healey and 
Gad Zainos

Baguio City
P H I L I P P I N E S

Nestled on the mountain 
peaks of Benguet Province, 
Baguio City was the Festival 
site this year for all congrega-
tions of the Church of God, a 
Worldwide Association, in the 
Philippines. �e Festival site 
was located in Teacher’s Camp, 
a former American military 
resort that now serves as a place 

where teachers in the country 
meet for conferences.

�e maximum attendance 
was 249. All Festival-related 
activities, like Family Day and 
Youth Day, were accomplished 
successfully. �e weather was 
wonderful; only a few slight 
showers happened during the 
last part of the Feast.

�e messages from Jim 
Franks were well received by 
the brethren. �e other mes-
sages focused mostly on the 
coming millennial rule of Jesus 
Christ.

Examples of members who 
shared their blessings were evi-
dent. One senior member who 
planted a special kind of black 
unpolished rice donated some 
of his harvest for the Feast and 
the rice was enjoyed by every-
one during meals.

Members from various 
congregations participated in 
the Church-sponsored cater-
ing system by helping with the 
dishwashing and the setup of 
the dining area for each meal.

�e entertainment night was 
also a highlight this year. All 
congregations participated in 
song, dance and various skits. 
Foreign guests joined with a 
special skit of their own called 
“�e Funniest Joke.”

God was very kind in 
providing a way to experience 
a foretaste of a future time of 
peace and prosperity in a place 
that is wonderful for all.

Eriz Dizon

Giti
R W A N D A

Sixty-six people gathered 
to celebrate the Feast in the 
mountaintop village of Giti in 
northeastern Rwanda. Members 
stayed in various tents on the 
church grounds, which allowed 
for almost constant fellow-
ship. Recorded sermons by Mr. 
Franks were much appreciated, 
as were sermons by regional 
director Joel Meeker. Other split 
sermons were given live by the 
local elder and deacon. 

We were blessed with gener-
ally warm and dry weather in 

what is usually a rainy season. 
Delicious meals were prepared 
by the women of the congre-
gation and shared among all 
present.

Feast activities included a 
session of counting our bless-
ings, where members took 
turns explaining the blessings 
that God had given them dur-
ing the past year. We also had 
several educational lectures 
delivered by a member who is 
a secondary school teacher and 
by two others who are univer-
sity students. �ese lectures 
covered principles of adolescent 
education, elements of nutrition 
and dental hygiene. We also 
enjoyed several very enjoyable 
talent evenings.

�is was one of our best 
Feasts ever, and we would like 
to thank the headquarters o�ce 
for the generous assistance they 
provided us to help us enjoy the 
Feast in abundance.

Jean-Marie Mundeli

Hermanus
S O U T H  A F R I C A

Hermanus, South Africa, 
is a beautiful, small coastal 
holiday resort that is a two-
hour drive from Cape Town. 
Our peak attendance this year 
was 43, and most of them came 
from the Cape Town congre-
gation. �ere were also a few 
members from Gauteng and 
Eastern Cape. Our overseas 
visitors included two Ameri-
cans and three members from 
Singapore. �e meetings took 
place in the auditorium of the 
local municipality.

André and Elise van Belkum 
and Paul and Jane Suckling 
were the visiting guest speak-
ers. �e local ministers were 
Morgen Kriedemann and Stan 
James. �e spiritual food given 
covered many aspects of the 
soon-coming Kingdom. We 
will be reviewing our notes for 
many days to come!

A range of top-quality 
restaurants and stores catered to 
our physical food needs. We had 
a Family Day braai (barbecue) 

and a senior citizens’ lunch. 
Recreational activities included 
whale watching from the boat 
and the shore and visits to the 
numerous vineyards in the area, 
not to mention much socializing 
among the members.

We look forward to return-
ing to Hermanus next year.

Rob Scott

Uvongo
S O U T H  A F R I C A

Brethren celebrated the 
Feast of Tabernacles in South 
Africa this year at Uvongo, on 
the south coast of KwaZulu-
Natal. �e highest attendance 
was 135, and the average for the 
duration of the Feast was 122. 
We were blessed with unusually 
cool weather for this time of the 
year, with occasional showers 
of rain, which fell mostly dur-
ing the night.

Sermons and sermonettes 
were both inspiring and moti-
vational, focusing our attention 
on the future Kingdom of God 
and the need to prepare our-
selves for our future roles and 
responsibilities.

We were privileged to have 
Paul and Jane Suckling with 
us for the �rst portion of the 
Feast and were sad to see them 
leave for Hermanus where they 
served for the remaining four 
days. 

Other visitors were Rich-
ard and Sharon Haughee 
from Houston, Texas; Ken 
and Renee Griswold and their 
children from Wisconsin; 
and Lungile Mlangeni from 
Australia. 

Activities included a talent 
show, dance evening, seniors’ 
lunch, and a youth activity 
where the younger generation 
was able to show their driving 
skills on a go-kart track.  

Spirits remained high for 
all of the eight days, and it was 
truly a time of rejoicing and 
appreciation to God for all 
that the Feast of Tabernacles 
pictures in His awesome plan of 
salvation.  

Neville Smith
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Negombo
S R I  L A N K A

�e Goldi Sands Hotel on 
the beach of the Indian Ocean 
provided a millennial back-
drop for the Feast in Sri Lanka. 
�e Sri Lankan brethren’s 
warm welcome of the Ameri-
can visitors set the tone for a 
Feast of fellowship and getting 
to know spiritual family from 
afar. �e high attendance was 
15.

Feast messages were pro-
vided by video the �rst half of 
the Feast, including the two 
messages by Jim Franks. Dur-
ing the second half, visiting 
minister Mike Bennett gave 
four sermons and an interactive 
Bible study.

Nine attendees embarked 
on an outing to an elephant 
orphanage, and six of them 
experienced riding these amaz-
ing animals.

�e hotel served a delicious 
physical feast, with three abun-
dant meals from a well-stocked 
and varied bu�et line.

�e delightful brethren 
in Sri Lanka look forward to 
welcoming and getting to know 
more of their international 
family at the Feast next year.

Mike Bennett

Kpalimé
T O G O

Sixteen people celebrated 
the Feast of Tabernacles in 
Kpalimé in the West African 

nation of Togo. We very much 
appreciated the edifying ser-
mons that showed us di�erent 
perspectives on the Kingdom 
of God. Each year at the Feast, 
God blesses us by revealing 
new knowledge about His plan 
and His Kingdom.

During the Feast there were 
Family Day activities and a fun 
show that included skits and 
songs. �e meals we ate to-
gether were also high points of 
celebration. On the Last Great 
Day we had several enjoyable 
pieces of special music and a 
record-breaking o�ering. We 
are thankful for the material 
and spiritual support provided 
by the headquarters o�ce in 
order to provide a most suc-
cessful Feast.

God was gracious to two 
members returning home a�er 
the Feast. Guy Ahialegbedzi 
and Mensah Kouni were driv-
ing toward Lomé when a driver 
coming toward them appar-
ently fell asleep at the wheel, 
crossed the center line and 
barely missed hitting a pedes-
trian before hitting the Church 

member’s car at full speed, 
throwing the car some thirty 
feet (10 meters) and spinning it 
completely around.

�ankfully the car was 
struck in the rear quarter of the 
driver’s side so both Church 
members came out of this acci-
dent without a scratch. �ey are 
very thankful for the protection 
of the holy angels to whom God 
commits our care. Psalm 91:12 
was certainly accomplished in 
this event.

Please thank God on our 
behalf in your prayers.

Guy Ahialegbedzi 
and Pierre Kloutsé

Orange Beach, Alabama
U N I T E D  STAT E S

God blessed the new Feast 
site location of Orange Beach, 
Alabama, with a steady diet of 
powerful messages from the 
lectern, sunshine, warm fellow-
ship and fun-�lled activities.  
COGWA’s largest Feast site 
this year (nearly 1,400) drew 
many families with multiple 
generations who were able to 

share condos on the beautiful 
white sand beaches of south 
Alabama. Services were held in 
the Orange Beach Event Center, 
which was about a 10-minute 
drive from the beach in another 
beautiful area called the Wharf.

Some of this year’s high-
lights included stunning daily 
sunrise and sunsets over the 
water, beautiful special music, 
including a children’s choir 
with 80 participants, a well-
attended family dance in which 
all ages had a great time, and a 
Family Day involving so�ball, 
�ag football, speedaway, soccer, 
volleyball, cornhole, face paint-
ing and novelty Olympics for 
the children.  

�e most notable highlight 
was the daily spiritual diet and 
the fellowship a�er services 
each day. Instead of rushing to 
the beach right a�er services, 
most people enjoyed hanging 
around and talking with one 
another before heading out to 
lunch or the beach a little later 
on.

With so much to do in the 
area, including wonderful 
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restaurant options and lots of 
natural beauty, this site is sure 
to be a popular destination for 
years to come.

Mark Winner

Rocklin, California
U N I T E D  S TAT E S

Our small Rocklin site was 
“big in heart,” with brethren 
displaying a generous, hospi-
table and inclusive spirit along 
with an exemplary attitude of 
service. 

A well-equipped commer-
cial kitchen and many talented 
and dedicated members made 
multiple well-attended and 
beautifully presented food 
functions possible. Following 
opening night services, 100 
brethren met in our fellowship 
hall for a welcome reception. 
Local brethren prepared and 
served delicious barrel-smoked 
chicken and beef tri-tip with 
all of the trimmings for our 
seniors’ luncheon. 

Family Day was also a big 
hit, with everyone enjoying a 
catered meal, get-acquainted 
and team-building activities, 
photo booth, bounce house, 
piñata, games and prizes. 

Members visited area his-
torical sites and main streets; 
toured orchards, vineyards 
and farms; traversed scenic 
foothills and mountains; and 
took advantage of a wide array 
of excellent restaurants and 
shopping in the area. Most of 
the brethren gathered for lunch 
on the Last Great Day, allow-
ing everyone to “break bread” 
and fellowship before the last 
service. 

Messages were inspiring and 
hope-�lled, reminding us of the 
constancy and surety of God’s 
message to mankind, His love 
for His people and His desire to 
tabernacle with us. 

Ken Giese

Steamboat Springs, 
Colorado
U N I T E D  S TAT E S

Although the fall colors 
were a little past peak, the land-

scape was still very striking in 
Steamboat Springs, Colorado. 
Excellent weather prevailed 
throughout the Feast, with rain 
on only two days, which meant 
the golf tournament scheduled 
for Sunday had to be postponed 
until Wednesday. �ose who 
came for snow only had to 
drive 15 minutes up Highway 
40 to Rabbit Ears Pass!

We enjoyed gorgeous weath-
er on Family Day at Howelsen 
Lodge. Seating was available 
both inside and outside for 
the grilled lunch, but most 
opted to enjoy the sunshine. 
�e children enjoyed balloon 
sculpting and face painting, 
and the Yampa Valley Boys 
provided some great entertain-
ment, consisting of humor, 
stories and mostly country 
music. �e other activities 
went well also—a teen bowling 
activity, Old Town Hot Springs 
for the young adults, a singles’ 
reception, a family dance and a 
seniors’ luncheon. 

We enjoyed some excel-
lent spiritual food through 
sermons, sermonettes and the 
Bible study. In addition, Arnold 
Mendez provided an intriguing 
seminar on the subject of blood 
moons.

Many expressed apprecia-
tion for the excellent facility 
and host hotel, the Sheraton 
Steamboat. �e sta� showed a 
readiness to help and expressed 
a great deal of friendliness. �e 
brethren were in high spirits.

Larry Ne�

Branson, Missouri
U N I T E D  STAT E S

Rainy weather (sometimes 
very wet) on the �rst sev-
eral days couldn’t dampen the 
spirits of 550 members of the 
family of God who celebrated 
the Feast of Tabernacles in the 
beautiful Ozarks in Branson, 
Missouri. Inspiring mes-
sages, beautiful special music 
and wonderful fellowship 
highlighted the Feast. Mes-
sages gave a clear vision of the 
millennial reign of Jesus Christ 
and reinforced our part in that 
reign. �ere was a running 

theme of God as a family and 
our need to be prepared for the 
job ahead. 

Teens had a fun night of 
bunko (a fast moving mixer 
activity), and preteens enjoyed 
an a�ernoon of mini-golf. 
Over 230 people turned out 
for an evening of dancing and 
fellowship at the family dance. 
About 150 of our senior citizens 
enjoyed a luncheon with music 
(provided by members) and 
games on Sunday a�ernoon. 

Many members enjoyed the 
Promised Land Zoo, which 
features baby animals, many 
of which you could hold or 
feed with a bottle. �e zoo also 
features a parakeet house, with 
hundreds of parakeets that 
would eat food from a stick in 
your hand. Another enjoyable 
attraction was the Sight and 
Sound �eatre feature of Jonah, 
which many families went to 
see. 

As members prepared to 
depart, many very positive 
comments were heard, with 
many feeling this was truly the 
best Feast ever!

Mike Blackwell

Lake Harmony,  
Pennsylvania
U N I T E D  STAT E S

A total of 375 attendees 
(about 40 more than 2013) 
kept the Feast at the Split Rock 
Resort in Lake Harmony, Penn-
sylvania. Feastgoers expressed 
much appreciation for the 
sermons, special music, family 
atmosphere, food, warm fel-
lowship as well as the colorful 
autumnal Festival setting. 

�e live wireless webcast 
was successful (a big bless-
ing given the failure of every 
previous wireless connection 
attempt). And the overall sound 
quality in the hall was im-
proved over previous years. 

�e family dance, with 
about 200 attendees, was en-
ergized early when the deejay, 
Clyde Kilough, initiated a two-
line conga “dance o�.” One line 
was led by Todd Carey and the 
other by Kevin Epps. 

On Family Day two new 

activities were overwhelm-
ingly successful; pony rides 
(for preteens) and wagon rides 
(for all ages). Unlimited rides 
were available for only $10 per 
person. Additionally, there 
were regular activities such 
as preteen games, basketball, 
football and miniature golf. 
We enjoyed a sunny day of 57 
degrees a�er the forecast for 
rain dropped from over 50 
percent to 0 percent during the 
preceding days.

�e seniors’ activity was 
hosted by Mr. Kilough, with 
teens volunteering as servers. 
�is was followed by a teen ice 
cream parlor social (free ice 
cream) and bowling. 

A bus full of Feastgoers trav-
eled to Lancaster County for 
a tabernacle lecture tour that 
included a life-size exhibit and 
a tour of Amish farmlands with 
stops for shopping. �ey then 
enjoyed a family-style feast 
(with 16 items on the menu) at 
the Plain and Fancy Restau-
rant. 

Kevin Epps

Pigeon Forge, Tennessee
U N I T E D  STAT E S

�e high attendance for the 
Pigeon Forge site this year was 
815, taking place on the �rst 
holy day. Jim Franks set the 
theme for us in the welcome 
message the night before. �ose 
of us who attended in Pigeon 
Forge are convinced that God 
was there with us, as all seemed 
to have a hunger to learn more 
about how we can prepare for 
the millennial reign of Jesus 
Christ when He returns.

�e Pigeon Forge area is 
lovely this time of the year, with 
leaves beginning to turn to fall 
colors. A number of families 
took advantage of the beautiful 
log homes high on the moun-
tainsides with their breathtak-
ing views of wide valleys and 
hills below. More than half of 
the attendees enjoyed several of 
the shows and activities avail-
able in the area—such as the 
Smoky Mountain Opry and 
the dinner show at the Dixie 
Stampede. 
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�ere was more rain than 
normal at this Feast site this 
year; yet complaints were just 
about nonexistent, and atten-
dance remained consistent rain 
or shine. We all appreciated how 
so many of all ages pitched in to 
serve the elderly and the handi-
capped and to help in parking 
the cars. �ere were many com-
ments on the wonderful spirit of 
peace and harmony enjoyed by 
everyone. Many members also 
expressed their appreciation for 
the messages that God inspired 
for us to bene�t from.

We join all of you in thank-
ing our God for such a wonder-
ful Feast again this year.

Bruce Gore

Galveston, Texas
U N I T E D  S TAT E S

Just over 450 brethren met 
in historic Galveston, Texas, 
to observe this year’s Feast of 
Tabernacles in the beautiful 
Galveston Island Convention 
Center, which overlooks the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

Although we experienced 
some rain, overall the weather 
was warm and sunny. Activities 
included a preteen boat ride on 
the ferry between Galveston Is-
land and Port Bolivar, a seniors’ 
luncheon, a golf tournament 
and family activities at Schlit-
terbahn Waterpark, Moody 

Gardens and the Pleasure 
Pier. Some also toured the 
historic downtown area called 
the Strand and visited nearby 
NASA. 

Many remarked on the 
inspiring messages given 
throughout the Feast. �e 
webcast service featuring the 
sermon by Jim Franks on the 
weekly Sabbath came through 
beautifully. �ere were 454 
in attendance for this service, 
which was the high attendance 
for the week. 

Next year the Feast of Taber-
nacles will be observed in New 
Braunfels, Texas. 

David Treybig

Sheboygan, Wisconsin
U N I T E D  STAT E S

�e Feast of Tabernacles in 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin, was 
once again held at the beauti-
ful Blue Harbor Resort on 
the shore of Lake Michigan. 
During a dessert reception a�er 
opening night services, breth-
ren enjoyed fellowship and a 
gorgeous view of the full moon 
shining across Lake Michigan. 
High attendance was 238 on 
Friday. Brethren enjoyed the 
convenience of staying at the 
resort where services and most 
Feast activities were held.

Activities included a teen 
and young adult hospitality 

room, a teen pizza party with 
games, a teen and young adult 
bon�re, a Feast fellowship din-
ner on Friday evening before 
Bible study, a children’s Sab-
bath activity, a senior citizens’ 
breakfast and hospitality activi-
ties with games and prizes and 
a family game night. �e family 
day activities included the very 
popular kite �ying. Brethren 
also donated nonfood items to 
the Sheboygan area Head Start 
Essential Needs Program.

Brethren appreciated God’s 
blessings of excellent spiritual 
food, wonderful fall colors and 
a spirit of rejoicing throughout 
the Feast.

Michael Hanisko

Lusaka
Z A M B I A

We again observed the 
Feast at the Church property 
40 kilometers (25 miles) east 
of the city of Lusaka. We had 
a record 202 brethren attend-
ing. Sermons vividly pictured 
conditions in the Millennium 
and our role as kings and 
priests. Speakers emphasized 
what it will take for us to be 
part of the ruling family. Our 
guest speaker, regional pas-
tor Morgen Kriedemann, gave 
outstanding sermons.

All members camped at 
the Church property, and 
tasty meals were served from 
a central kitchen. To cut costs, 
we bought a steer that we 
slaughtered and had processed 
by a butcher. We alternated 
beef with �sh and chicken. All 
meals were served with maize 
meal, locally known as nshima, 
plus cabbage and rape greens 
for vegetables.

Power cuts were few and 
far between. �ings went well 
except on the last day when it 
threatened to rain, but much to 
the relief of the brethren it did 
not. When the heavens open, 
everyone and everything in the 
tents get soaked. 

�e highlight of the Feast 
was the baptisms of Lissie 
Hachuuma, a blind elderly lady, 
and Austin Moombwa, a stu-

dent in his �nal year studying 
accounting and �nance. �e 
variety of people God calls is 
staggering.

Kambani Banda

Tulihill
Z I M B A B W E

Members of God’s Church 
in Zimbabwe celebrated the 
Feast of Tabernacles at Tulihill 
Camp situated 25 kilometers 
(15.5 miles) east of Bulawayo. 
Brethren came from all corners 
of the country. On the opening 
night we listened to the video 
presented by Jim Franks. On the 
�rst day we viewed Mr. Franks’ 
message “�e Lord Is �ere,’’ 
which was very inspiring.

Messrs. J.M. Ndlovu, S. 
Mojapelo, T. Chiswa, J. Matobi, 
H.N. Hlazo and S. Tshabalala 
gave sermons and sermonettes. 

On Monday, Oct. 13, Jon 
and Debbie Pinelli arrived here 
from Malawi. We asked him to 
speak for the remainder of the 
days. His sermons were very 
inspiring indeed and will be 
remembered for many days and 
months to come. In addition, 
Mr. and Mrs. Pinelli answered 
questions from groups of men, 
youths and ladies. On Fam-
ily Day we enjoyed games like 
volleyball, soccer, netball and 
tug of war. It was wonderful to 
see all involved. A�erwards, a 
meal of roasted beef sausages, 
chicken and sadza, a local 
staple food, was served.

We want to thank the 
Church’s leadership, members 
of the congregations that Mr. 
and Mrs. Pinelli  pastor, Mr. 
and Mrs. André van Belkum 
and Miranda Hale who gave us 
funds to make this the most en-
joyable Feast ever. We enjoyed 
braai (grilled) beef, yogurts, ice 
cream, salads and drinks; and 
we danced to some music. And 
we were able use some of the 
funds to buy maize seeds for 
members.

On the Last Great Day, Mr. 
Pinelli gave a message titled 
“Sorrow Wiped Away.”

Everyone said this was the 
best Feast ever.

Stephen Tshabalala

ZIMBABWE
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Early each year Church members anticipate the an-
nouncement about Feast of Tabernacles sites for the 
coming fall. �is year the Church of God, a World-
wide Association, had new sites in the United States 
in Orange Beach, Alabama; Steamboat Springs, 
Colorado; and Galveston, Texas. 

Members frequently wonder how the Church decides where to 
have a Feast site. �ey understandably wonder what goes into the 
process of selecting a Feast site. What are the criteria for select-
ing a location? Why can’t we simply plan to have sites at the most 
popular resort locations around the country?

And, over the years, Church members have o�en had ideas 
of sites or locations that they think would make great Feast sites. 
Perhaps they came across a particular location while traveling or 
on vacation. 

So what can a member do if he or she has an idea for a possible 
future Feast site? 

Site selection process
To answer that question, let’s �rst examine what goes into Feast 

site selection. �e Church of God, a Worldwide Association, tries 
to select very desirable locations for members to celebrate the Feast 
of Tabernacles in worship of our God. 

We select sites for the Feast in regional areas around the coun-
try to serve the members in those particular areas, and occasion-
ally we have specialty sites for one year at a particular location. �e 
Festival team, in coordination with pastors in the area, works hard 
to �nd areas that will be inspiring, enjoyable, a�ordable and ac-
cessible for our members. In other words, we try to �nd the areas 
where we believe “God chooses to put His name” (Deuteronomy 
14:24). 

Primary considerations for site selection include many things. 
One of our most important considerations is to seek out locations 
that are within a reasonable distance from the majority of the 
membership in the geographic area to be served. While a per-
centage of our brethren in the U.S. do transfer to the site of their 
choice, either within the United States or abroad, we are always 
mindful of the signi�cant number of brethren who need to attend 
a closer site. 

We are always looking for nice, scenic, family-oriented loca-
tions with a variety of activities and attractions. Many resort loca-
tions around the U.S. o�er such amenities, but some can be very 
expensive. Our goal is to locate quality sites that are a good value, 
o�ering a variety of a�ordable housing for our members. 

We also set a high priority on having a suitably attractive and 
a�ordable facility that is functional for our needs. Ideally, the 
meeting facility should be the right size for our anticipated atten-
dance (including auxiliary space for other uses), have good acous-
tics for our audio needs, and have a quality or dedicated Internet 
connection with the ability to receive (or send) a live transmission 
of services. All of these requirements together sometimes limit 

How Feast Sites 
Are Selected

by Mike Blackwell

Among the encouraging reports from the Feast this year were the 
attendance �gures recorded at each of the Feast sites around the 
world for the Church of God, a Worldwide Association. This year’s 
total combined attendance (including those on webcasts) marked 
the �rst time we have exceeded the 10,000 mark. The �gures below 
represent the high attendance at each site, and the total of 9,231 is 
also our highest number of on-site attendees since our �rst Feast in 
2011.  

This year approximately 600 Americans transferred to areas outside 
the U.S., which accounted for a larger than normal attendance at 
some of those sites. 

We also include those who connected via prerecorded DVD ser-
mons, daily webcasts and Roku. Consistent with our past reporting 
practices and member feedback, for attendance purposes we count 
an average of two viewers per DVD or webcast/Roku connection. 

Feast of Tabernacles 
Attendance

Argentina  265
Australia  36
Barbados  227
Bolivia  36
Burundi  260
Cameroon and Burkina Faso 5
Canada  7
Chile  381
Colombia  59
Congo  96
Côte d’Ivoire

La Mé  20
Man 99

Fiji  29
France 110
Ghana  

Elmina  373
Abrem-Agona 307

Guatemala  492
Guyana  14
India  10
Ireland  346
Jamaica  132
Kenya  67
Malawi  58
Mauritius 6
Mexico  278
New Zealand  60 
Peru  177
Philippines  249
Rwanda  66

South Africa
Hermanus  45
Uvongo 135

Sri Lanka  15
St. Lucia  3
Togo  16
United States

Orange Beach, 
Alabama  1,367 

Rocklin, California  163
Steamboat Springs,

Colorado     426
Branson, Missouri 550
Lake Harmony,

Pennsylvania     375
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee 815
Big Sandy, Texas  17 
Galveston, Texas  454
Sheboygan, Wisconsin 238

Zambia  202
Zimbabwe  145

On-Site Total……9,231

U.S. Shut-Ins Receiving DVDs 312
Roku TV Connections 98
Webcast Orange Beach 376
Webcast Steamboat Springs 108
Webcast Mazatlán (Spanish) 50

At-Home Total……944

Total……10,175
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the number of facilities that we can consider, especially when we’ll 
need such a facility for eight days. 

Many of us likely have our idea of the “ideal” Feast site. Warm 
beach sites are always popular for many, while others enjoy the 
cool air and fall scenery of the mountains and other unique 
vacation spots. In our planning the Church strives to provide a 
variety of locations and types of sites to �t both the needs and 
preferences of the majority of the membership. We also are con-
stantly mindful of the fact that the main purpose for traveling to 
these sites is to observe these holy days in a manner that would 
please God!

Our primary focus for the Feast is to worship God and to keep 
His Feast, to rejoice before Him, and to learn more about His com-
ing Kingdom. Some of our Festival locations, due to their location 
and scenery, actually contribute more to that overall goal and 
setting than others.  

Also, many members enjoy traveling for the Feast of Taberna-
cles. To help �ll that desire for a unique location or travel experi-
ence, we will occasionally o�er “specialty” Feast sites. �ese are 
generally in addition to our regional sites, and o�en are booked 
only for one year, with the possibility of returning again in the 
near future. Examples of “specialty” sites we have used in the past 
are Hawaii, Jordan and Turkey. 

Since we have few or no members at all in most of these special 
locations, virtually everyone who attends transfers. Possible 
specialty sites in the future include Jordan, Israel, Alaska, Hawaii, 
Rapid City (South Dakota) and other areas. 

Ministerial Services oversees the coordination of our U.S. 
Feast sites and has a dedicated team of Feast coordinators who are 
constantly working to improve our Feast experience—and they are 
always looking for possible new sites for future Feasts. 

Church members o�en have suggestions on possible Feast site 
locations they think might make a good venue, and we welcome 
your input! However, we want to exercise caution as to how these 
site suggestions are handled. 

Dos and don’ts
What should you do if you have suggestions for possible Feast 

sites? 
First, please email the information that you have to the Festi-

val team: doug.horchak@cogwa.org, mark.winner@cogwa.org or 
mike.blackwell@cogwa.org.

We will strive to acknowledge all ideas that are sent to us. How-
ever, we may not be able to follow up with each of you regarding 
the outcome of the proposal. Some suggested locations may not 
suit our needs (because of location, availability, meeting space, 
technical needs or price) and cannot be considered at this time. 
However, sites that o�er possibilities for the future will be put in a 
�le for future consideration. 

Some brethren, in their enthusiasm and desire to assist, have 
personally contacted facilities and talked to sales managers. In 
some cases, these are properties that we have already contacted or 
considered. It can send a confusing message to the representative 
of the property when more than one person in our organization 
communicates with them on di�erent levels.

We therefore request that you not contact a facility yourself or 
try to get a proposal from the property. We have an o�cial request 
for proposal that shows our requirements, the total meeting space 
we will need, and when we will need it. Once we have the basic 
information on the facility and have made a preliminary consider-
ation of the site online, we will contact the facility’s personnel and 
send our requirements. 

Some brethren have sent information to the Church, informing 
us that the facility they are suggesting o�ers “free meeting space.” 
While some properties will market themselves as such, in reality, 
the meeting space is paid for in other ways and is not really “free”! 

While it is true that some properties may not directly “charge” 
the Church for meeting space, they do pass the costs along to 
members who are housed there, and o�en require the Church to 
book a large percentage of our membership to stay at their prop-
erty—usually at a more expensive cost. It is in this way that they 
are able to o�er the meeting space at “no cost.” 

We thank all of you for your prayers and interest as we plan for 
God’s Feast of Tabernacles from year to year. We hope that know-
ing a little more about how we plan for and select Feast sites—and 
what you can do to help—will enable all of us to ask for God’s 
guidance in the process. 

We should mention that in 2015 we are planning to add a few 
new sites, while a few of our current sites will be discontinued. We 
think you will be pleasantly surprised by the 2015 sites!  OA

LAKE HARMONY, PENNSYLVANIA
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My work as an auditor for a public ac-
counting �rm requires me to interact fre-
quently and closely with clients through-
out the course of my workday. Because of 
this, my company, like many others, wants 
its employees to send a message to clients 
through their appearance and demeanor:

“I am thankful for your business and 
your time. I respect you and what you 
do. I proudly take responsibility for the 
services that you have retained me to 
provide, and I am working diligently to 
provide those services to you in a profes-
sional manner.”
Consequently, my employer expects 

its employees’ dress and appearance to 
fall within what is o�en termed “business 
appropriate.” 

Because of the nature and environment 
of my work, “business appropriate” for 
me is very di�erent from what would be 
appropriate for someone in another line of 
work—an elementary school teacher, for 
instance, or a building contractor. 

�eir work performance would be 
impaired if they dressed as I’m expected 
to. In fact, wearing “business appropri-
ate” attire at a construction site could put 
the contractor in danger of getting hurt! 
“Business appropriate” is obviously not ap-
plicable across all professions because the 
context of the work is di�erent.

So, the way I appear and conduct 
myself while engaging with clients is based 
not only on the intended message of the 
�rm but also on the context of the work I 
perform.

Examples from the Bible
�ese two ideas—intended message 

and context—are applicable to our ap-

pearance and demeanor all day, every day. 
God’s Word also gives examples of how 
dress and appearance are products of an 
intended message and context. 

In the parable of the wedding supper 
Jesus taught the disciples about the nature 
of God’s calling through an analogy of a 
king arranging a wedding for his son and 
sending his servants out to �nd guests to 
attend the ceremony. A�er the guests ar-
rived, the king “came in to see the guests” 
and saw “a man there who did not have 
on a wedding garment. So he said to him 
‘Friend, how did you come in here without 
a wedding garment?’” (Matthew 22:11-12). 

�e man’s attire and appearance were 
not appropriate for a wedding and thus 
conveyed a message of disrespect to the 
king. Although the man’s attire serves as a 
spiritual metaphor for the purpose of the 
parable, the story points out the role that 
context and intended message play in our 
appearance and demeanor. 

Another example that illustrates the 
intended message and context that are 
conveyed by our appearance and de-
meanor is the wearing of sackcloth. When 
people were experiencing intense grief in 
Bible times, they put on sackcloth, which 
had a coarser and less comfortable texture 
than traditional clothing. It was not ideal 
for regular wear. 

David commanded his army, “Tear 
your clothes, gird yourselves with sack-
cloth and mourn for Abner” (2 Samuel 
3:31). “And the king li�ed up his voice 
and wept at the grave of Abner, and all 
the people wept” (verse 32). Abner’s death 
provided the context for wearing sack-
cloth, and anyone seeing David and his 
men would immediately understand the 

Salt and 
Light

Representing “Our Father’s 
Business”

We play a role in giving the world a �rst 
impression of God’s Kingdom through the way 

we look and conduct ourselves.
by Ellen Buchanan

“Kingdom  
Appropriate” 

Attire
by Jim Servidio

We are God’s ambassadors (2 Corin-
thians 5:20). As Christians, we represent 
the Kingdom of God and are told to 
glorify God in our body (1 Corinthians 
6:20), which would include our dress and 
appearance. 

In a similar way to how companies 
have expectations of their employees, God 
requires that we represent Him and His 
Church in an appropriate manner. As 
representatives of God’s family, we, too, 
send a message through our appearance 
and demeanor. Our responsibility before 
God in representing His values and His 
future Kingdom is far more important 
than making sure we adhere to “business 
appropriate” attire on the job. Our desire 
to please God and demonstrate spiritual 
values is a part of our Christian calling. It 
cannot be minimized or forgotten.

So what does our attire, appearance 
and demeanor communicate both in casu-
al or more formal circumstances? As heirs 
of God’s Kingdom, we are called upon to 
have “Kingdom appropriate” attire. �is 
requires us to consider the trends and 
styles of modern culture and determine 
if the context and message are consistent 
with our message, which is ultimately the 
message of God’s Word. 

�ere are times when a new style itself 
might be fairly benign, but the applica-
tion of the trend results in a message that 
we, as Christians, should not convey. Yet 
it is our responsibility to be discerning 
and make these judgments. “Sabbath 
appropriate” is a derivative of “Kingdom 
appropriate,” acknowledging that we are 
coming before our Creator on His sancti-
�ed day.

For those of us who work outside the 
home (regardless of the profession), our 
dress and demeanor should, of course, be 
work or business appropriate. However, as 
Christians, we have been called to some-
thing far more valuable than a business 
or profession. We must be circumspect 
about appropriateness—both in behavior 
and appearance. We must communicate 
a speci�c set of values that, along with 
individuality and personality, is always 
pleasing to God and displaying the way of 
God’s coming Kingdom. OA
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message—that it was a time of grief and 
mourning. 

We also see sackcloth worn in the 
context of repentance, as described by Jesus 
Christ in Matthew 11: “Woe to you, Beth-
saida! For if the mighty works which were 
done in you had been done in Tyre and 
Sidon, they would have repented long ago 
in sackcloth and ashes” (Matthew 11:21). 

Applying this to our 
appearance today

So how can we apply the logic estab-
lished by both God’s Word and contem-
porary professional wisdom regarding 
appearance and demeanor as a function of 
context and intended message? 

As Christians, we have a privilege and 
responsibility to understand the context of 
the circumstances we are in every day and 
also to determine the message we convey—
in how we act and how we look. Do we 
represent God well in our appearance? It’s 
something that will require us to use care-
ful thought and judgment. 

I am a young woman who loves fashion. 
I’m also 5 feet 11 inches tall, so I have to 
be especially mindful of my nonstandard 
frame, along with intended message and 
context, when I am considering my appear-
ance for my professional and personal life. 
Here are two things I have learned: 

1. You can be true to your individual 
personality and style and still dress appro-
priately for any occasion.

�e expectation of appropriate ap-
pearance is not that everyone should wear 
the same thing, even if the context and 
the message are shared. Each person is 
unique, and one can absolutely capture 
one’s individuality in appearance while still 
being dressed in a manner that is appropri-
ate for the occasion. Take, for example, a 
bride’s decision about her wedding dress. 
�ere are thousands of wedding dresses 
she could choose to wear, many of which 
might be appropriate for the occasion; yet 
she has the latitude to choose the dress that 
captures her personality. One can always �t 
originality, individuality and style in one’s 
appearance within the intended message 
and the context of the occasion.

2. What constitutes “appropriate” 
appearance is not dictated by how much 
money one spent on achieving the appear-
ance.

�ere are plenty of expensive articles of 
clothing that I could purchase that would 
get me sent straight home from the o�ce 
because they are not “business appropri-
ate.”  OA

LIVING
STONES

The Church of God, a Worldwide Association, invites our young adults—high school grads 
through age 39—to attend the next installment of our Young Adult Leadership Weekend. 
The 2015 YALW will be held simultaneously at seven sites across the United States—
Atlanta, Branson, Columbus, Dallas, Los Angeles, Minneapolis and Portland. 

Your Part in Strengthening 
God’s House · Feb. 13-15, 2015

Young adults in the Church 
of God are eager to take their 
place in service to God and 
His Church. The Church is re-
ferred to as a spiritual temple, 
and we are the “living stones” 
that make up that building. 
Each stone is important to 
the integrity of the house and 
must be prepared for its place. 
During our third Young Adult 
Leadership Weekend, Feb. 13-
15, 2015, we will explore the 
theme “Living Stones: Your 
Part in Strengthening God’s 
House.”
 

Some of the concepts we plan  
to cover are: 
• History of the Modern Church  

Where are we today?
• Holding Fast  

Maintaining our commitment to God 
• Let No Man Despise Your Youth 

Small group interactive discussion of 
1 Timothy 4:12

• The Importance of Unity  
“Are all COGs equal?”

• When Leaders Lead  
Serving in your local congregation

• What Does It Mean to Be a “Living 
Stone”? 

• FOI Project Brainstorming Session 
Small group interactive discussion

“YOU ALSO, AS LIVING STONES, ARE BEING BUILT UP A SPIRITUAL HOUSE” 1 PETER 2:5.

YALW YALW Young Adult Leadership Weekend
members.cogwa.org/yalw

http://members.cogwa.org/yalw/
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Q
Personal 
Contact by cecil maranville

Answer: I am sorry for the relationship problems you and your sister are 
having with your mother. I realize how painful and discouraging that can be. 
Continue to have as much of a relationship as she will allow. Always be patient with 
her and always show respect, as I assume you would do. If she turns away from you 
completely, you will have to “love her at a distance,” unless or until she warms up to 
you again.

Would such rejection keep her from going to heaven? Allow me to rephrase “go-
ing to heaven” as “entering the Kingdom of God.” I will explain why below. �e Bible 
gives you every reason to have hope for a brighter future for your mother than you—
or she—could imagine.

God’s overall purpose in creating humankind is to bring as many as possible into 
His family, literally making human beings into His eternal children. Hebrews 2:10 
explains that Jesus’ sacri�ce was planned before man was even created, and it was 
planned so that God could expand His family with humans. Christ’s laying down 
His life for our sins illustrates the depth of the love He and the Father have for the 
people �ey created. �is should give you con�dence that the Father and Jesus will 
do everything possible to bring your mother into the Kingdom, along with you and 
your sister.

You should also have con�dence that God knows the right time and the right way 
to open your mother’s mind—and that He will do so. When that happens, you will 
know it, because your mother will change many things, including her relationship 
with you and your sister! In the meantime, it is important that you do not push your 
mother to change beyond what she is able to manage. Too o�en, our best intentions 
back�re and can create hostility. �e situation calls for patience, prayer for God to 
guide your words and thoughts, and faith that God will stir your mother to change 
her thinking.

What if she does not change before dying? Even then, not all hope is lost, believe 
it or not. �is thought ties in with my above comment about the Kingdom of God 
versus going to heaven. �e Kingdom of God is the objective spoken of from the 
beginning to the end of the Bible, including Christ’s gospel and the books of the 
New Testament. It comes as a surprise to many believers of the Bible that nowhere 
does Scripture says that the righteous go to heaven. In other words, heaven is not the 
reward of the saved. 

Do not take our word for this. Read the scriptures and take God’s Word over what 
any person or religion says. �e truth is well-presented in our new booklet �e Last 
Enemy: What Really Happens A�er Death? You will �nd out what the Bible actually 
says about going to heaven or hell. You will also learn what it says about God’s prom-
ise to resurrect the dead and other major topics dealing with the a�erlife. By the way, 
the information beginning on page 30 shows you what will happen if your mother 
should die before changing her attitude toward you.

God’s plan for humanity is inspiring and encouraging. OA

Question: I have done nothing to hurt anybody 
personally, but my mother will not talk to me and 
has not forgiven me because my younger sister 
moved to another state with me. She believes I will 
not go to heaven. But with her unwillingness to 
forgive, is she going to heaven?

You should have 
confidence that 
God knows the 
right time and 
the right way 
to open your 
mother’s mind—
and that He will 
do so. 
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She will continue taking classes at LSCC, 
pursuing an associate’s degree in animal 
science. She plans on earning a bachelor’s 
degree, master’s degree and eventually a 
doctorate in large animal medicine and 
equine chiropractic at Tarleton State Uni-
versity. 

While going to LSCC, Nadia is working 
as a kennel assistant at Preston Forest Ani-
mal Clinic. Her love for animals (especially 
horses) began when she was 8 years old. 
She began horseback riding and has taken 
up Western pleasure riding and reining. 
Nadia also gives riding lessons.

Another of her talents is playing the 
piano. She began to play by ear at the age of 
7 and then she started taking lessons when 
she was 10 years old. She is the accompa-
nist for the Houston South congregation 
and is very much appreciated. 

Nadia loves to read, cook, bake, knit 
and crochet. She has always had pets—cur-
rently a dog, a Catahoula mix named Ace 
(short for Acepromazine, a medicine used 
on humans and animals), a rabbit and two 
dumbo rats.

Susan Scott Smith
Photos by George Foshee

�ey are all very excited about turn-
ing another year older as members of the 
Church of God. And most importantly, 
they are ready and eager to keep on grow-
ing and persevering in this wonderful way 
of life.

Cony Méndez

News     From the Congregations

Top to bottom Members in San Carlos, Chile, celebrate 10 years as a Church 
of God congregation; Nadia Soto and her parents, Angela and Ozzie

Ten years ago, on the Feast of Pentecost, 
the Church of San Carlos, Chile, met for 
services for the �rst time. �ey were visited 
by one of the local ministers, Fermín Naín, 
who also directed the services at that time.

�ey are a small congregation (about 15 
members), but they have remained faithful 
and steadfast all these years. �e oldest of 
them is Osvaldo Méndez, who is 90 years 
old. He and two of his sons and their fami-
lies attend services regularly. �e youngest, 
Ivan Soto, is only four years old, but curi-
ously he has already been to �ve Feasts of 
Tabernacles. He was born during the 2009 
Feast in Lican Ray, Chile.

For a while, they used to meet for ser-
vices at Mr. Osvaldo’s house. However, they 
now congregate in a small meeting hall and 
watch the services live from Santiago. �ey 
are also visited by one of the local ministers 
once a month.

San Carlos, Chile
Congregation Celebrates 

 10-Year Anniversary

Houston South, Texas
Congregation Congratulates 

Recent Grad
On July 28, 2014, the Houston South, 

Texas, congregation celebrated the gradua-
tion of Nadia Soto. Nadia is the daughter of 
Ozzie and Angela Soto. 

Nadia is 17 years old and has been 
homeschooled since third grade. She 
loved being homeschooled and credits her 
mother for 99 percent of her education. 

In the process of earning her high 
school diploma this fall, she took courses 
in English, psychology and art at Lone Star 
Community College, which counted as 
dual credits toward her associate’s degree. 

On Friday, Aug. 8, 2014, 31 members 
from the North Carolina congregations as 
well as two men from Ohio gathered once 
again for the annual Camp Dickenson 
Weekend Retreat near Galax, Virginia. 
�is was the seventh year we gathered to 
share good food, fellowship, Bible study 
and Sabbath services.

We had rain and cooler temperatures 
for the entire weekend, but inside was �lled 

North Carolina
Annual Camp Dickenson 

Weekend Retreat

Clayton and Inez Burrow sing at the fun show 
at the Camp Dickenson retreat
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were counted and as the members awaited 
the announcement of this year’s winning 
entry. �e victory went to Sherrill Tan-
nert’s barbecue-style wings, and she was 
awarded the trophy of Charlie the Chicken, 
which now occupies an honored place in 
the Tannerts’ china cabinet—at least until 
next year’s “Wing-O�.”

About 20 members enjoyed the day 
together, and it was a lot of good fun.  We 
are looking forward to next year and the 
Second Annual Wing-O� event!

Joel Fritts and James Capo

On Aug. 10 the Tucson congregation 
had its �rst annual “Bu�alo Wing-O�” 
social at the home of Kurt and Sher-
rill Tannert. �e battle of the Bu�alo 
wings pitted Sherrill Tannert against Ron 
Robinson (who hails from Bu�alo, New 
York, where Bu�alo hot wings originated). 
�e participants cooked up three kinds of 
wings—mild, barbecue and “Mama Teressa 
Bellissimo’s Original”–style hot wings.

Members judged each of the wings in a 
blind judging during the potluck meal by 
rating each on a scale of 1 to 5 and drop-
ping a ballot in a bowl beside the respective 
wings.  Following the meal, we entered “the 
great wing-o� judgment period” when the 
ballots were tallied. �ere was a Revelation 
8:1-type silence in the room as the ballots 

Tucson, Arizona
First Annual  

“Bu�alo Wing-O�”

Miami, Florida
Congregation Celebrates  

50th Anniversary

with laughter, joy and plenty of sunshine! 
On Friday night Steve Ferenchiak gave a 
most interesting interactive Bible study 
consisting of multiple-choice and true-or-
false questions. A�er a delicious breakfast 
and snack, our Sabbath services featured 
split sermons by Steve Villaescusa and 
Ron Kelley. We had 45 in attendance for 
Sabbath services. A�er the Sabbath and 
another great meal of beef and chicken bar-
becue, we had a fun show followed by more 
fellowship and games. �e men �xed our 
Sunday morning pancake breakfast; and 
a�er a light snack, we once again packed up 
and headed home.

Bev McKnight

Left to right Jim and Lois Hae�ele and Sharron and Jim Franks make their way to Sabbath services in Miami, Florida, on the 
congregation’s 50th anniversary; a special, three-tiered cake was made by Carol Volkers to celebrate Miami’s 50th

“Here is GOOD NEWS! We are now able 
to begin holding regular Sabbath services 
in Miami, Florida!” �ose were the words 
written by Herbert Armstrong to announce 
the beginning of the Miami congregation 

on Aug. 15, 1964. On Aug. 16, 2014, 178 
brethren from around the state of Florida 
gathered to celebrate Miami’s 50th an-
niversary as a congregation of the Church 
of God. �e Long Key Nature Preserve 
provided a millennial setting for brethren 
to gather and not only re�ect on the history 
of the Miami congregation but renew old 
friendships and make new acquaintances.

�e Sabbath began with a sermonette by 
a former pastor of the Miami church, Roy 
Demarest. He reminded us of past events 
and encouraged us to remain faithful. 
Special music was a solo piece, “By Faith” 
sung by David Wise and accompanied by 
the Miami Ensemble. �is was followed by 
the combined Miami–West Palm Beach 
choir, which sang “�e Prayer.” For the 
Sabbath sermon, the Miami congregation 
was blessed to hear from the president of 
the Church, Jim Franks, who spoke on 
spiritual dri�.

�e evening activities began with a 
spectacular �let mignon dinner prepared 
and presented by Carol Volkers, Nancy 
Seay and family. Carol Volkers also pre-
pared a special, three-tiered 50th anniver-
sary cake. �e �rst layer featured a lion and 
lamb, highlighting the millennial theme of 
the day. While dining and fellowshipping, 
the brethren were reminded of the history 
of the Miami congregation through a spe-
cial video prepared by Dennis Garland and 
narrated by Harold Rhodes. �e evening 
ended with dancing to the music of the 
Miami congregation’s own deejay, Doug 
Garland.

�e Miami congregation would like 
to thank all those who made the day so 
special!

 Linda Bacheller

Ron Robinson and Sherrill Tannert
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Announcements

�e Defuniak Springs, 
Florida, congregation happily 
welcomed two new members 
to the family of God and would 
like to congratulate them for 
accepting the precious calling 
of God.  

On July 1, 2014, Heather 
Degagne was baptized by Har-
old Rhodes, her minister since 
she was a toddler, and by her 
grandfather, Don Waterhouse. 
Soon a�er, Heather headed 
west to Dallas, Texas, to attend 
Foundation Institute.

On Aug. 3, 2014, Meagan 
Barnette was baptized by Mr. 
Rhodes and assisted by Art 
Dreaden. In attendance on 
this special day was Meagan’s 
5-year-old “little man,” Carter.  

Both young ladies are Flo-
ridians from birth and third-
generation Christians.  

We are so happy to have 
them as a part of our local and 
extended Church family!  

Lora Degagne

Heather Degagne with her 
grandfather, Don Waterhouse

BAPTISMS

Carter and Meagan Barnette

Cynthia McCauley of the 
Hickory, North Carolina, con-
gregation was baptized on Aug. 
24 at the home of Ellis and An-
nie Lail. �e baptism ceremony 
was conducted by pastor Ron 
Kelley and elder Cecil Maran-
ville. A celebration reception 
was held a�er the ceremony.  

Cynthia has multiple sclero-
sis and is con�ned to a wheel-
chair. She was assisted in the 
water by deacons Roma Miller, 
Wayne Roark and Ellis Lail.

Ron Kelley

Cynthia McCauley with Cecil 
Maranville, Ron Kelley 

 and Ellis Lail

�e Santiago, Chile, congre-
gation is happy to announce 
the baptism of Francisco 
Muñoz. He began attend-
ing regularly with his fam-
ily a couple of years ago. �e 
baptism ceremony was on Feb. 
17, 2014, and it was conducted 
by pastor Saúl Langarica. It 
took place at the Ancoa River 
in Linares, where he and some 
other Church members were 
attending a summer activity.

Cony Méndez

BIRTHS

Lucas Jeremías Zamora 
Rabirú was born on July 1, 
2014, at 6:25 p.m. He weighed 7 
pounds 14 ounces and was 19.3 
inches long. His proud parents 
are Carlos and Judith Zamora 
of the Santiago, Chile, congre-
gation. �e whole family is very 
excited with the arrival of this 
little guy.

Lucas Jeremías Zamora Rabirú 

Benjamín Salinas of the San-
tiago, Chile, congregation and 
his wife, Mónica Bautista, are 
excited to announce the birth 
of their �rst child, �amar Abi-
gail Salinas Bautista. �amar 
was born on July 23, 2014, at 
3:45 a.m., weighing 7 pounds 
10 ounces and measuring 19.3 
inches long. Her grandparents 
from Chile and El Salvador are 
thrilled with her arrival.

Thamar Abigail Salinas Bautista

Britton and Kristine Taylor 
of the Fort Worth, Texas, 
congregation are pleased to 
announce the birth of their 
daughter, Vivian Elise Taylor.  
She was born on July 29, 2014, 
at 3:10 a.m. weighing 7 pounds 
14 ounces and 20½ inches long. 
Vivian is in good health, and 
Mom and Dad are thrilled.

Vivian Elise Taylor

Emilio and Angélica Mu-
ñoz, from the Santiago, Chile, 
congregation, are thrilled to 
announce the birth of their 
�rst child. Julieta Isabel Muñoz 
Argandoña was born on Feb. 
6, 2014, weighing 7 pounds 5 
ounces and measuring 19.3 
inches long. Her grandparents, 
aunts, uncles and cousins are 
very excited with her arrival.

Julieta Isabel Muñoz Argandoña 

Francisco Muñoz
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wedding they began making 
the 1½-hour drive to Tulsa 
every Sabbath to attend ser-
vices. A�er moving to Salisaw, 
Oklahoma, they began attend-
ing in Fort Smith, Arkansas. 
�e Church was a major part 
of Larry’s life and his faith was 
very important to him.

Larry is survived by his 
daughter Tammy Lewis and 

her husband, Howard, of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma; one grandson, 
Domenic Kohler; other family 
members; and many friends.

Larry was a certi�ed teacher 
and taught science, chemistry 
and higher math (calculus, 
trigonometry and algebra II). 
He was named teacher of the 
year in Cleveland, Oklahoma. 
A�er he retired from teach-
ing in 1986, he started another 
career and began working for 
Tyson Foods, where he main-
tained and repaired the HVAC 
system. He was with Tyson for 
13 years.

He was multitalented and 
gi�ed at any task he would 
attempt. He had a humble and 
quiet personality, and he was 
very generous (especially in his 
support of Foundation Insti-
tute) and quick to care for his 
brethren in need.  

Larry deeply believed the 
truth about life and death and 
what is to come a�er death. His 
godly example will be greatly 
missed in the Van Buren con-
gregation. 

Aurora Gossett 
Photo by Lori Hull

WEDDINGS

On May 8, 2014, Jorge 
Urquidi and Eliana Her-
rera were married at the local 
congregation’s hall in Santiago, 
Chile. She is from Chile, and he 
is from Bolivia, and they met 
each other through the Church. 
�eir families, friends and 
brethren are very happy for the 
new union.

Cony Méndez

Eliana and Jorge Urquidi

ENGAGEMENTS

Ariel Rosales, from the 
Santiago, Chile, congregation, 
and Karen Elizondo, from the 
León, Mexico, congregation, 
are pleased to announce their 
engagement. �ey met each 
other at Feast of Tabernacles in 
Mendoza, Argentina, in 2013. 
�e wedding will be held on 
Dec. 21, 2014. 

Cony Méndez

Ariel Rosales and Karen Elizondo

On April 5 the St. Peters-
burg, Florida, congregation 
helped mark the 60th wedding 
anniversary of Eugene (Gene) 
and Barbara Ames by present-
ing them with a cake. Gene had 
returned as a wounded veteran 
from serving in the U.S. Army 
in Korea, and Barbara was 
working at a company owned 
by Gene’s father. He introduced 
them when Gene paid him a 
visit. Except for a short period 
in the early years of their mar-
riage, they have lived in Florida. 
�ey have one son, Eugene, Jr., 
who attends the St. Petersburg 
congregation with them. �ey 
were both baptized on Feb. 20, 
1971.

Charles Haughee

ANNIVERSARIES

Barbara and Gene Ames

OBITUARIES

Larry Fuller

Larry Joe Fuller, a member 
of the Van Buren, Arkansas, 
congregation died on Aug. 7, 
2014, a�er a brief illness. He 
was born on June 6, 1943, to 
Jesse D. and Ollie Irene Fuller. 
He was preceded in death by 
his parents; his brother, Jerry; 
sister-in-law, Mary; and his 
wife, Carol.

Larry and Carol married 
on Aug. 10, 1979, in Owasso, 
Oklahoma. �ey both grew up 
around the Church of God, but 
didn’t attend until they were 
married. Shortly a�er their 

Brittany Woodall

�e Orlando, Florida, 
congregation was very pleased 
to add a new member to their 
congregation on March 15. 
Brittany Woodall was baptized 
at a member’s home by Roy 
Demarest. She was surrounded 
by 12 members of her family, as 
well as several other members 
of her Orlando church family. 
Brittany is a third-generation 
member of God’s Church and 
was eager to follow the same 
path her parents and grand-
parents had taken before her. 
When asked what led her to 
baptism, she replied, “I was 
motivated to get baptized by 
watching my family and seeing 
the relationship that they had 
with God, and I knew that I 
wanted that closeness with God 
for myself. I've wanted that 
relationship with God since I 
was a child.”  

Jennifer Demarest

We encourage members to 
send announcements to be 

featured in One Accord. We 
feature events in members’ 

lives, including baptisms, births, 
engagements, weddings, 

significant anniversaries (25, 
40, 50, 60, etc.), graduations 
and obituaries. Typically they 
run between 50 and 100 

words; however, we ask that 
all submissions stay under 250 
words. Please submit a high-
resolution color photo along 
with the written copy to your 

congregation’s reporter.



Godly Character 
An Essential Ingredient in True Christianity

Developing character—is it important? What does it mean? What does it involve? Are there different 
types of character? What does God have to say about it? Character involves commitment, courage, 

humility, modesty, overcoming, guarding our tongue, honesty, integrity, conviction and more. Proverbs 
25:28 reminds us, “Whoever has no rule over his own spirit is like a city broken down, without walls.” 

Character is what you are and what you practice—both in public and in the privacy of your home when 
nobody is watching. This year’s theme focuses us on the importance of developing godly character.
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