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sSummer is normally a time when you expect 
things to slow down. In Europe it is typical for com-
panies to close for the entire month of August so that 
families can travel and take vacations. Even though 
it is de�nitely summertime here in the Dallas area, 
there has been no slowdown in activity! 

June was a record month for the Life, Hope & 
Truth website. We had over 136,000 unique visitors to 
our site, which was an increase of 50 percent over the 
month of May. We also experienced a large increase 
in page views, almost reaching 300,000. June 2014 has 
been our best month for Web tra�c since we began 
in June of 2012, and the preliminary numbers for July 
are even higher. 

We printed approximately 5,000 copies of the July/
August Discern magazine. We mailed 1,586 in the 
U.S., shipped another 1,000 to destinations outside 
the U.S. and printed almost 2,000 in Spanish and 
French to be distributed to members who speak these 
languages. We are not advertising the print version of 
Discern, but we are providing copies for anyone who 
makes a request. 

In addition to the printing and mailing, May and 
June were busy months with �ve regional ministerial 
conferences in the United States. �is year, instead of 
holding one international conference for the ministry, 
we divided the U.S. into �ve regions. We held confer-
ences in Pittsburgh, Atlanta, Ontario (California), 
Dallas and St. Louis. �e comments from the confer-
ence were very encouraging. 

�ese smaller gatherings in sites closer to the 
homes of the ministers proved to be very e�ective. 
�ere was a lot more interaction during the meetings 
than when we had 200 plus elders together in one 
conference. We had three goals for these conferences: 
(1) to update the ministry on the news of the Church, 
(2) to instruct the ministry on ways to improve their 
service to the Church and (3) to gather input from the 
ministry on speci�c topics.
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personal from the president

Since it is summer here in the U.S., youth camps 
are in full swing. We have four teen summer camps 
(a ��h camp will be in December) and six preteen 
camps scheduled from June through August. Alto-
gether, more than 1,000 people will be involved with 
the camp program. It is a highly successful program 
for preteens, teens and adult sta�ers. 

Foundation Institute Continuing Education 
enrolled 42 students in two sessions in July. �is is 
almost double the number who attended last year. 
�is year we had enough students for two weeklong 
sessions. Each session included approximately 30 
hours of classroom instruction.

�ese days I am reminded of the apostle Paul’s ad-
monition in Ephesians 5:16 for us to redeem the time. 
�e term “redeem” means to buy back. I keep a folder 
on my computer desktop that is named “projects.” 
So much is going on that I keep a listing of the many 
projects I am currently working on in this folder. I 
encourage you not to let all the summer activities 
take you away from the truly important things—your 
relationship with God, your family and the Church. 
I hope you will continue to pray for the work that is 
being done and be willing to help where you can. 

Ultimately our success is in God’s hands, but we 
must do our part and make the most of every day. En-
joy your summer, but don’t forget to redeem the time!

Redeem the Time
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Ralph Levy teaches Minor Prophets at the FI Continuing 
Education seminars 

“Foundation Institute Hosts Summer Continuing  
Education Seminars,” page 8

“We parents and grandparents have the responsibility not just to 
teach our children but to help them build a vision of their own 

of the Kingdom of God.”  
“When I Am in the Kingdom, I Will …,” page 10
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Since the inception of the Church of God, a Worldwide Association, 
the Church has conducted annual meetings for the ministry. In 2012 
and 2013 the conferences were conducted in the Dallas area. During 
these large group meetings all of our pastors from around the world 
were asked to attend, and we invited as many of the Church elders 

and wives as were able to attend.
In 2014, however, we decided that having regional conferences for our 

ministry in the United States would be very helpful. During the months of 

May and June, Ministerial Services hosted �ve 2½-day presentations and 
discussions with our ministry and wives throughout the United States. Con-
ferences were held in Ontario, California; Dallas, Texas; St. Louis, Missouri; 
Atlanta, Georgia, and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

�e attendance at these conferences totaled right at 260, which exceeded 
our expectations! We were very glad so many elders and wives could attend—
making these meetings even more meaningful and dynamic. We completed 
these series of meetings on July 1, 2014.

In addition to updates from Jim Franks and the operation managers over 
Media, Finance, and Ministerial Services, a number of other topics were dis-
cussed. Classes and discussions included our relationships with other Church 
of God groups, developing leadership in the local congregations, the impor-
tance of relationships within the ministry, the dual responsibility of preach-
ing the gospel and caring for those God calls, the importance of humility as a 
teacher and dealing with the social and moral problems in our culture. 

�e elders and wives had extremely positive reactions, stating that the top-
ics were very helpful and relevant—and the fellowship was even better!

We plan to share much of the material via video presentations with the 
ministry in international areas in the months ahead. OA

News
U.S. Ministerial  

Conferences Complete!

Ontario, 
California

Dallas, 
Texas

Atlanta, 
Georgia

Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania

St. Louis, 
Missouri

Elders and wives from across the United States 
met for �ve regional conferences in May and June. 

by dave myers

Richard Thompson speaks to elders and wives; the 
conference in St. Louis gets underway; Richard Pinelli, 
Larry Ne� and Jim Chapman fellowship at a mixer in 

Ontario, California
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We’ve had an absolutely amazing surge in the 
numbers of unique page views on Life, Hope 
& Truth over the past month. (“Unique page 
views” means the number of individual visitors 
who have looked at pages on our website. It 

does not include repeat viewers, who are counted only once.)
In the July 3 In Accord I mentioned how June had been “an 

outstanding, record-breaking month” as we broke past the 
100,000-in-a-month unique user mark for the �rst time, ending 
with 136,234, up signi�cantly from May’s 90,881. We also passed 
the one-million mark for total viewers. While we were excited 
about those milestones, we did not anticipate the trend acceler-
ating even faster. So far in July, as of the 20th, still with 11 days 
remaining in the month, we have had 108,731 unique users. By 
comparison, in the �rst 20 days of June we had 83,922. Also com-
paring the page views for the same time, in June we had 179,369, 
while July has seen 236,182. Of those, 75 percent are new visitors, 
which is also encouraging. 

�e top �ve landing pages (the web pages to which visitors are 
coming) are the following: 

• bible/10-commandments/the-ten-commandments/10-com-
mandments-list/

• bible/bible-study/encouraging-bible-verses/
• lifehopeandtruth.com/ (home page)
• bible/10-commandments/the-ten-commandments/what-are-

the-10-commandments/
• bible/blog/ (Daily Bible Verse blog)
�e reason the articles on the 10 Commandments (which ap-

pear in �rst and fourth place on the list above) are drawing tra�c 
so well is due to the fact that our articles have been steadily climb-
ing in Google’s search engine to where we now rank No. 1 for “10 
Commandments list” and No. 3 for “10 Commandments.” Every 
month “10 Commandments” gets over 100,000 searches, and other 
variations of that search term pull additional thousands. So the 
higher we rank, the more visits we are going to have. 

Encouraging Bible verses (second place) is also a highly 
searched term, which also tells us that people are searching for that 
kind of emotional support and help to �ll needs in their lives.

Numerous other factors, of course, need to be weighed in 
determining our e�ectiveness—time on page, bounce rate, pages 
per session, etc. Getting new visitors to the website is a critical 
�rst step, but we want them to come back, to stay longer, to visit 
more pages—in other words, we want to lead them to engage 
with us and become loyal visitors. We are working on some site 
improvements and new additions that will help us improve in 
those areas as well. For right now, we are delighted to see the 
spike in growth. OA

It is our privilege to share the audited �nancial statements 
of the Church of God, a Worldwide Association. �is year’s 
report is for the years ending Dec. 31, 2013 and 2012. Go to 
the following link to view the entire report online:  
members.cogwa.org/news/2013-audit/. 

�e audit went very smoothly, and once again the Church re-
ceived a favorable opinion that the �nancial statements accurately 
present the Church’s �nancial position and results of operations 
for 2013 and, by comparison, for 2012.

Our independent auditing �rm, Henry & Peters, P.C., of Tyler, 
Texas, gave us an “unquali�ed” opinion on the �nancial state-
ments in re�ecting generally accepted accounting principles. In 
this context, the term “unquali�ed” refers to the absence of any ex-
pression of concern by the auditors as to the continued viability of 
the Church and means the statements represent generally accepted 
accounting principles.

�ese results not only positively re�ect the performance of the 
�nance operations of the Church of God, a Worldwide Associa-
tion, but the entire organization’s approach to its �scal responsi-
bilities. �e Ministerial Board of Directors and administration are 
committed to continuously improving the Church’s operations 
and being the best stewards we can be of the �nancial resources 
God provides to do His work. An “unquali�ed” opinion is just one 
indication of that commitment.

We are very thankful to report that income received for 2013 
was just over $10.2 million, the highest in our short history and an 
increase of just over 5 percent from 2012. Total expenditures for 
2013 and 2012 were $9.6 and $9.4 million respectively.  

We believe that God has truly blessed our income in this our 
third full year of operations. Our end-of-year bank balances 
improved by about $600,000 to a little over $2.5 million. �is is a 
re�ection of the board and administration taking a conservative 
approach and carefully managing expenditures as we endeavor to 
build our reserves to a prudent level. 

We acknowledge that our blessings come from God the Father 
and Jesus Christ. We recognize that it is only by God’s grace, 
mercy and continued blessing that we will continue to experience 
the sound �nancial health in the future that God has blessed us 
with these past three years.

We extend our deepest thanks and appreciation for the con-
tinuing generosity and faithfulness of the members and others 
who support the Church by giving tithes and o�erings. 

We ask that you continue to pray for us to have wisdom and 
discretion and follow Christ’s lead in our stewardship of the re-
sources He provides. OA 

A Commitment to  
Responsible Stewardship

by britton taylor

�e 2013 independent audit shows 
positive stewardship of our �nances.

Life, Hope & Truth Has 
Surge in Tra�c

by clyde kilough

Recent stats show a huge increase in the 
number of people visiting our website.

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/10-commandments/the-ten-commandments/10-commandments-list/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/10-commandments/the-ten-commandments/10-commandments-list/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/bible-study/encouraging-bible-verses/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/10-commandments/the-ten-commandments/what-are-the-10-commandments/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/10-commandments/the-ten-commandments/what-are-the-10-commandments/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/blog/
http://members.cogwa.org/news/2013-audit/
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Foundation Institute Hosts 
Summer Continuing 
Education Seminars

The Church of God has long recognized the impor-
tance of o�ering biblical education. From the days of 
Ambassador College and the Bible Correspondence 
Course, to the present day of Foundation Institute, FI 
Online, and a rapidly expanding library of materials 

on the Life, Hope & Truth website, the Church has attempted to 
�nd ways to share a deeper understanding of the Word of God 
with those who desire to learn more.

While many would like to attend Foundation Institute, Center 
for Biblical Education, for the full nine-month program, for most 
people that is simply not possible. �erefore, though we cannot du-
plicate that full program in some other venue, we attempt to share 
at least a portion of that biblical instruction in a variety of formats.

One of our most successful and popular programs has been the 
Continuing Education seminars, where we present excerpts from 
Foundation Institute classes. In addition to seminars presented at 
the Winter Family Weekends and occasionally over a weekend in 
some local church areas, for the last two years we have been able 
to o�er weeklong seminars at the Foundation Institute classroom 
in Allen, Texas. Last year we o�ered one session; and because of 
increased interest, this year we were able to o�er two one-week 
seminars. Both sessions this year covered the same material, and 
we hosted 18 people in the �rst session and 24 in the second.

One indication of the value of these seminars is that 20 of the 
42 attendees this year had attended last year, and two more of 
those who attended last year decided to enroll as full-time students 
at Foundation Institute. 

�e one-week seminars are packed full, with classes from 8:30 

to 4:30, and we have also been able to provide enjoyable lunches 
with good food and fellowship each day. We even have a “tradi-
tion” of going out for a dinner during the week. �is year one 
session dined at a Southern-style restaurant and the second one at 
a Mediterranean bu�et.

Of course, it is the spiritual food that is the main focus. �is 
year six instructors covered a variety of subjects, and each instruc-
tor approached his classes in a di�erent way. Some classes involved 
a survey of biblical principles across a broad range of scriptures, 
while others involved a verse-by-verse examination of a section 
of Scripture. �e participants have remarked that this approach 
makes the seminars more interesting and valuable.

We hope that all who are able will attend the seminars at the 
Winter Family Weekends. If you think you would like to attend 
one of the on-site seminars next summer, we plan to decide on 
dates and subjects and announce the registration information 
early next spring. oa

Foundation Institute welcomed 42 
students in two summer sessions of FI 

Continuing Education seminars. 
by david johnson

From the top Students 
in the second session 

of FI Continuing 
Education; Maria Jones 
receives her certi�cate 

of completion from 
David Johnson; Merle 

Cunningham looks up a 
scripture
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A Fundamental Way You 
Can Help Foundation 

Outreach International

Foundation Outreach International (FOI) depends on dona-
tions from supporters around the world to fund its humanitar-
ian and educational projects. FOI receives support from direct 
donations, fund-raising e�orts and corporate matching programs.  
Some of the projects currently supported by FOI include teaching 
English to members in Zambia and Zimbabwe; providing scholar-
ships for education in Latin America and the Philippines; provid-
ing volunteers to work in two schools in Amman, Jordan; and our 
newest program, the Hilltop Outreach Program.

Many congregations held successful fund-raising events over 
the past few years. August is a great time to start planning local 
fund-raisers. �e most successful fund-raisers combine fun social 
activities along with raising money! Coin rolls, conducted by sev-
eral congregations in the past, is an example of a great program. 
�row in a potluck, and it becomes a great social occasion! �e 
Houston congregations held a barbecue dinner with a cakewalk, 
waterslide and auction tables. Creating exciting social events, 
while supporting projects, requires creativity and organization, 
but the results are worthwhile!  

If you have any questions or need some ideas, please contact 
Rhonda Waddle at Rhonda.Waddle@FoundationOutreachIntl.org. 

Another very important way members can support FOI is by 
�nding out if their companies have matching gi� programs for 
nonpro�ts. Companies who have corporate matching will match 
donations their employees make to philanthropic programs. Mem-
bers who choose to contribute to FOI through their companies’ 
matching programs can thus double the amount they give to FOI.

FOI has received matching funds from several companies, such 
as IBM, Bank of America and US Bank. 

Check out this list of common corporate matching programs:  
GreatNonprofits.org/nonprofitnews/corporate-matching- 
gift-programs-money-unused/. Other companies have programs 
in which the company will donate to an the organization where 
their employees volunteer. FOI has received money from Exxon-
Mobil in this program.  

Contact FOI board member Cli� Demarest if you have any 
questions or need assistance with paperwork. His email address is  
Cliff.Demarest@FoundationOutreachIntl.org. OA

Learn more about FOI projects at 
FoundationOutreachIntl.org

by rhonda waddle

mailto:Rhonda.Waddle%40FoundationOutreachIntl.org?subject=Foundation%20Outreach%20International%20Question
http://www.GreatNonprofits.org/nonprofitnews/corporate-matching-gift-programs-money-unused/
http://www.GreatNonprofits.org/nonprofitnews/corporate-matching-gift-programs-money-unused/
mailto:Cliff.Demarest%40FoundationOutreachIntl.org?subject=Foundation%20Outreach%20International%20Question
http://foundationoutreachintl.org
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Writer’s 
Block

“When I Am in the Kingdom, 
I Will …”

How can we help our children catch the vision of the  
coming Kingdom of God and make it their own?

by barry richey

Our vision of a future a�er the dominion and rule of 
Satan and the greed and corruption that so clearly 
de�nes this current world is a marvelous thing to 
ponder. Each year we attend the Feast, we listen to 
message a�er message rea�rming that vision. With 

each sermon, we add color and clarity, as well as a perfect touch of 
hope that breathes life into that vision and stokes a �ame of long-
ing for the return of our Savior. 

Unfortunately, these sermons, which can be so inspiring to us 
adults, can go over the heads of our little ones. Just because our 
children cannot fully comprehend the points in a sermon, how-
ever, does not mean that they, too, cannot share in the vision of a 
better world.

Our children see the news. �ey hear of many of the horri�c 
events around the world and in many cases are o�en personally 
impacted by the evil that exists in society. �ey go to school and 
see cheating, bullying, lying and anger. �ey come in contact with 
people who do not respect the law of God. �ey understand more 
than we sometimes give them credit for. As they see the evil in the 
world, are we giving them a godly �lter through which they can 
see why the world needs the Kingdom of God? We parents and 
grandparents have the responsibility not just to teach our children 
but to help them build their own vision of the Kingdom of God.

Don’t hide them from reality  
Do we discuss with them the purpose of the Feast and the 

return of Christ? Are we helping them picture what the world will 
be like when the governments of men are replaced with the leader-
ship of God’s people? Do we help them understand that they—our 
children—will take on roles of leadership, teaching God’s way of 
peace and love? 

Talk about the things they dislike in the world. Ask them to 
tell you what troubles them. �en ask them to �nish the following 
sentence, “When I am in the Kingdom, I will …”

�e answers that come back will amaze you, and this practice 
will plant a seed in their minds that God can nurture and that we 
can continue to feed year a�er year until sermons begin to make 
sense and the complete vision begins to grow.

Out of the mouths of babes
One year at the Feast, my wife and I asked our grandchildren to 

complete the sentence, “When I am in the Kingdom, I will …”
Our young grandson said he would put an end to little kids 

starving. He said he would teach them how to grow food and stop 
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all the bad people who steal from them. We asked more ques-
tions about how he might do all that and who he would get to 
help him. He enlisted Grandma and Granddad �rst. What an 
awesome thing it would be to be that resource in the Kingdom! 
In our personal vision, we clearly see being there, helping him 
ful�ll his plan to serve others. We then helped him formulate 
a plan that he could follow that would feed the starving kids in 
Africa; and in the process, we helped him paint a picture in his 
mind of what the Kingdom of God could be like. 

Our young granddaughter answered that when she is in the 
Kingdom, she would make sure that all the parents that don’t 
know how to love and teach their kids in the right way would 
learn how. She had been personally touched by events that led 
her to conclude this was needed. We continued to build that 
image in her mind by asking what she thought the results of her 
plan would look like. We discussed how the Bible would be an 
important tool to help teach them. 

Our grandson, who was 12 years old at the time, had a di�er-
ent take. He answered, “When I am in the Kingdom, I will put 
an end to bad kids’ bullying other kids.” He explained that they 
needed to be taught about love and kindness. He saw that there 
was an overarching problem with parents who cannot control 
their anger and who then pass on that unchecked character �aw 
to their children. His plan was to help parents love each other 
and their kids. He said he believed that loving each other was at 
the heart of �xing the problem, and we agreed.

Our oldest granddaughter, who has always spoken of being a 
teacher, said, “When I am in the Kingdom, I will set up churches 
all around the world to begin teaching everyone about the 
truth.” Having listened to each answer before her own, she had 
begun to consider in more detail how she would accomplish her 
plan. She had already begun to think it through to the point that 
she could o�er an explanation of what the results would look 
like without us needing to ask.

In the years since, when we are at the Feast of Tabernacles 
and we ask our grandchildren to complete that sentence, some-
times their answers are the same, and sometimes their answers 
vary depending on the events that have touched them in the 
past year. But one thing is constant: �ey are thinking about the 
Kingdom. �ey are formulating their own vision. 

We own our vision; and each year we attend the Feast of 
Tabernacles, that vision gains clarity. Our desire to be a part of 
it burns brighter. Do something now to plant that seed of hope 
in the minds of your children. Help them build their own vision 
of the return of Christ and the Kingdom and government He 
will bring with Him. Help them envision themselves actively 
participating in the process of �xing a broken part of the cur-
rent world. Help them own the vision they create. Ask them to 
complete this sentence: “When I am in the Kingdom, I will …” 
�eir answers might amaze or amuse you, but with your help 
and guidance their vision will grow stronger and clearer. 

Give them that vision. OA

Just because our children cannot fully comprehend the points in a sermon does 
not mean that they, too, cannot share in the vision of a better world.
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Q
Personal 
Contact by cecil maranville

Answer: What does the Bible say about God’s holy days? Are we, New Testa-
ment Christians, still to honor God’s holy days listed in Leviticus?

Yes, Christians should still observe the biblical festivals and holy days. Notice my 
choice of wording: “biblical festivals and holy days,” instead of “Old Testament holy 
days.” I will explain the signi�cance in the context of answering your questions. 

�e commonly used expression “New Testament Christian” might seem to imply 
that a marked di�erence exists between them and believers in God in “Old Testament 
times.” Yet the apostle Paul encouraged Timothy (a younger New Testament minister) 
that “you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, 
knowing from whom you have learned them, and that from childhood you have known 
the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 3:14-15). �e only Scriptures Timothy would have known 
from childhood would have been the Old Testament! So, here we �nd the New Testa-
ment verifying that the Old Testament can make one “wise for salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus.”

�e division of the Bible into Old Testament and New Testament is purely human. 
God intends us to take His Word as a whole.

In fact, the New Testament writers (as well as Jesus Himself) quote liberally from the 
Old Testament. 

�e choice of the word “testament” is obviously linked to the “Old Covenant” as 
opposed to the “New Covenant.” But factually, the New Covenant was introduced 
by Jesus with di�erent Passover symbols and brought to life in part through Christ’s 
death and resurrection. “Passover” is obviously from the Old Testament. �e rest of the 
New Covenant came to life with the giving of God’s gi� of the Holy Spirit on another 
festival mentioned in Leviticus: the holy day of Pentecost (Acts 2). �e same holy day 
is described in Leviticus 23:16 as counting 50 days, nearly the identical meaning of the 
Greek word pentēkostē or the English word Pentecost. �erefore, the heart of Christi-
anity—following Christ and receiving salvation—is intricately linked to the biblical 
festivals. 

I mentioned “festivals and holy days” instead of “holy days,” because Passover is a 
festival, but not a holy day. Leviticus 23 tells of both seven festivals and seven holy days 
within those festivals that are among the observances God reveals for His people. 

Beyond all these facts, the spiritual meaning embedded within the festivals makes it 
clear beyond any question that keeping them is for believers of all times. We document 
the evidence from the Bible in our introductory article “Plan of Salvation: How God’s 
Festivals Reveal His Plan” posted on Life, Hope & Truth.

Also, take some time to read the related articles that are listed on that web page. 
Each article emphasizes an invaluable aspect of the festivals. You can also download 
our booklet From Holidays to Holy Days: God’s Plan for You. OA

Question: What does the Bible say about God’s 
holy days? Are we, New Testament Christians, still 
to honor God’s holy days listed in Leviticus?

The heart of 
Christianity—

following Christ 
and receiving 

salvation—is 
intricately linked 

to the biblical 
festivals. 

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/life/plan-of-salvation/
http://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/from-holidays-to-holy-days
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Members of the Houston South, Texas, 
congregation gathered a�er services on 
June 14 to have cake and punch for two 
occasions. We were celebrating the Sabbath 
school graduation of our younger children 
and also saying farewell to Ann and Bo 
Bailey, who, along with their new baby, 
Owen �omas, will be moving to Florida. 
�ere were two beautifully decorated 
cakes—a chocolate one for the graduates 
and a white cake with cream cheese �lling 
for the Baileys. �e children also handed 
out special Father’s Day cookies to all the 
dads in the congregation. All had a won-
derful time of feasting and fellowship. It 
was a wonderful Sabbath of remembrance!

By Ella Mae Tyrkalo
Pictures by George Foshee 

News     From the Congregations

Graduating Sabbath school students get ready to eat their 
celebratory cake; Ann, Bo and Owen Bailey say farewell to the 

Houston South congregation before their move to Florida

Houston South, Texas
Members Celebrate Sabbath 
School Graduation and Say 

Farewell to a Family

�e Athens, Ohio, congregation hosted 
its annual yard sale in the People’s Bank 
parking lot on June 22, 2014. �e Athens 
congregation, with assistance from the 
Parkersburg and Morgantown congrega-
tions, had tables full of miscellaneous items 
that proved the adage “one man’s junk is 
another man’s treasure.” 

God blessed the event with perfect 
weather, as the members enjoyed fel-
lowship and si�ing through each other’s 
“valuables.” In the end, $374 was made 
from the yard sale as random items—from 
televisions to prom dresses—were sold. �e 
money from the event will be used to help 
send the local youth to camp, to fund local 
needs and to support the Church in Africa.

Joshua Travers

Athens, Ohio
Congregation Raises $374 at 
Yard Sale for Camp, Local 

Needs and Members in Africa

Augusta, Georgia, and 
Columbia, South Carolina
Congregations’ Picnic Blessed 

With Perfect Conditions

�e Augusta, Georgia, and Columbia, 
South Carolina, congregations always look 
forward to our summer picnic, and this 
year was no exception. We all gathered 
together at the beautiful Gibson Lake and 
park area in Lexington, South Carolina.

Living in the South, we have come to 
accept the hot, muggy weather; but this 
year, the weather could not have been more 
perfect. We were blessed with a beautiful 
day of temperatures in the high 80s, low 
humidity and every now and then a gentle 
breeze.

We enjoyed numerous side dishes of po-
tato salad, slaw, fruit and pasta. �ere was 
a choice of grilled chicken or beef brisket. 
�e brisket had been marinated and slowly 
cooked all night by Jerry and Bea Childs 
and was delicious. But certainly not out-
done was the chicken, grilled to perfection 
by Steve and Linda Harper.

To top it o�, for dessert there were a vari-
ety of dishes, including strawberry short-
cake with whipped cream, cookies, and 
homemade strawberry-rhubarb ice cream.

�e board games and guessing games 
played at the picnic tables added to the 
laughter, while others enjoyed going to 
the lake to watch the wild geese with their 
young goslings. Several schools of �sh 
swam near enough to the shore to make a 
great challenge for the kids to try and catch 
them in plastic cups. Within a short walk, 
there was a waterfall cascading down, leav-
ing numerous pools of water among the 
rocks to venture out into.

It was truly a wonderful time for all 
those who were able to attend.

Nancy Lochner

Brethren enjoy lunch together at 
 the annual picnic



14 One Accord cogwa.org

Cassandra Larie 
chambers

Parents’ names: Lissabeth and Phil 
Blake
Congregation: Hickory, North Carolina 
High school accomplishments: Cassan-
dra made the dean’s list all throughout 
school. She maintained a 4.0+ GPA. 
Cassandra sang in school choir and 
competed in district choir competi-
tions, having a total of eight solos. Cas-
sandra achieved �ve superior ratings 
in solo and ensemble performances. 
She also participated in track and �eld, 
cheer, student council, National Honor 
Society, peer mediation, tutoring oth-
ers and photography/yearbook club. 
Cassandra has had two poems pub-
lished by Poetic Power.
Church activities/hobbies/interests: 
Cassandra participates in church choir 
and performs special music. She has 
been fortunate to attend teen camp for 
the past six years as well as to serve as 
sta� at preteen camp. Cassandra enjoys 
babysitting and being around friends 
and family. She loves the outdoors, as 
well as volleyball, swimming and track.

Plans a�er graduation: Cassandra 
plans on attending a local university in 
North Carolina.

Terrence Christopher 
Kelley

Parents’ names: Scott and Nicole 
Kelley
Congregation: Columbus/Cambridge, 
Ohio 
High school accomplishments: Terrence 
attended Canal Winchester High 
School, where he graduated with a 3.7 
GPA. He played the �ute in band all 
four years. He serves at church on the 
sound crew. 
Church activities/hobbies/interests: Ter-
rence’s hobbies and interests include 
World War history, legos, electronics, 
making his own movies and playing 
video games. He was the �rst-place 
winner in the robotic competition “Go 
IT.”  
Plans a�er graduation: His plan a�er 
graduation is to attend DeVry Univer-
sity, where he will major in electrical 
engineering. 

Cassandra Chambers Terrence Kelley

2014 High School Graduates

Liam Marshall, who attends the 
Bridgetown, Barbados, congregation, 
successfully completed the 2014 Barbados 
Secondary Schools Entrance Examination. 
Liam achieved the required pro�ciency in 
all three areas of the examination: English, 
mathematics and composition. He will be 
attending Deighton Gri�th Secondary 
School this September term a�er being 
awarded a place at the institution.

Liam attends services with his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Arleigh Marshall.

Osmonde Douglas

Bridgetown, Barbados
Student Accepted to 

Secondary School

Liam Marshall with his parents

Roanoke, Virginia
New Bible Scholars Complete 
First Year of Sabbath School

�e four youngest Bible scholars of the 
Roanoke, Virginia, congregation were 
recently honored for their completion of 
the �rst level of Bible school classes.

Students giggled while discovering 
Adam and Eve were unclothed in the gar-
den, gasped to learn frogs overtook Egypt, 
and struggled to understand how the 
burning bush didn’t burn. �e instructors 
eagerly anticipate the next level of lessons.

Mary Lallier

Levi Spitzer, Olivia Arnold, Madison Meadows 
and Katelyn Meadows
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Elmer Lee “Tex” and Bettey Wil-
liamson were surprised with a bouquet 
of red roses to commemorate their 50th 
wedding anniversary as the Van Buren, 
Arkansas, congregation gathered for the 
Night to Be Much Observed on April 14, 
2014. 

A�er graduation from high school, 
Bettey moved from the small town of 
Bokchito, Oklahoma, to the big city of 
Oklahoma City in search of a job. A�er 
work one day, as she and her roommate 
were walking to a malt shop, they ran 
into Tex, who happened to be a friend of 
Bettey’s roommate. Tex was smitten with 
Bettey, and a�er a brief courtship they 
were married on April 15, 1964.

�ey had two children: a son,  
Michael Lee, and a daughter, Elizabeth 
Ann Dougherty, who died of a sudden 
heart attack at the age of 25 in 1990. Eliza-
beth was survived by her husband, Adam 
Dougherty, and a daughter, Jessica, who 
was subsequently adopted by Tex and Bet-
tey. �eir son Michael Lee and his wife, 
Jennifer, have three children, Madison, 
Mackinzi and Colton.

Bettey became interested in the subject 
of heaven and hell, and she o�en dis-
cussed those topics with a close friend 

who gave her a copy of �e Plain Truth 
magazine and told her that she might �nd 
her answers there. �e issue included an 
article on those very subjects and included 
all the answers she had been searching for. 
Bettey soon called for a ministerial visit. 
She was baptized in 1983 and has re-
mained faithful to God’s way of life since 
she started attending church prior to her 
baptism.

Bettey’s positive example, as well as 
her quiet, sweet demeanor, has greatly 
endeared her to her church family in Van 
Buren, as well as to those around her. 

We congratulate Tex and Bettey for 
their remarkable accomplishment of 50 
years of marriage.

Aurora Gossett

BAPTISMS

God’s family is truly worldwide! On 
Sunday, March 23, 2014, Larry Ne� was 
happy to baptize and welcome into the 
family a new member, Meki Banda. Meki 
is from Zambia where his parents, Kam-
bani and Shirley Banda, live and attend. 
He lives in Colorado as a student.

Sera Grabowski

Meki Banda

Announcements

ANNIVERSARIES

We encourage members to send 
announcements to be featured in One 
Accord. We feature events in members’ lives, 
including baptisms, births, engagements, 
weddings, significant anniversaries (25, 40, 
50, 60, etc.), graduations and obituaries. 
Typically they run between 50 and 100 
words; however, we ask that all submissions 
stay under 250 words. Please submit a high-
resolution color photo along with the written 

copy to your congregation’s reporter.

It has been a very eventful year for Dan 
and Brittany Spitale. �ey were married 
Jan. 25, 2013. �en, on Sept. 9, 2013, Brit-
tany was baptized—just in time to attend 
her �rst Feast of Tabernacles in Antigua, 
Guatemala! �at alone was an adventure, 
since she was �ve months pregnant at the 
time! Now Dan and Brittany are pleased 
to announce the arrival of Abigail Leann 
Spitale. She was born Feb. 11, 2014, beauti-
ful and healthy, weighing 6 pounds 14 
ounces and measuring 19½ inches.

Sera Grabowski

Brittany, Dan and Abigail Spitale

BIRTHS

Robert and Iris Black of the Benton-
ville, Arkansas, congregation, celebrated 
50 years of marriage. �e Blacks were 
married in Santa Maria, California, on 
June 27, 1964.

Mr. and Mrs. Black came into God’s 
Church in July of 1967 in Anaheim, 
California.

In 2000 Robert retired from his career 
in aerospace electronics, and Iris retired 

Bettey and Tex Williamson

Robert and Iris Black

from her career as a public school teacher 
and reading specialist. Upon retiring, they 
moved to the Bella Vista, Arkansas, area.  

On the Sabbath of June 28, 2014, their 
Church family helped them celebrate 
this milestone anniversary with a special 
potluck and a lovely cake. �e Blacks were 
also presented with a dozen red roses in 
honor of their 50 years of marriage.

Vicki Willoughby
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