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wWhile on my trip to India in January of this year, 
I met the Ghosh family: Tarun, Seema and Priscilla. 
You may recall that I reported on their story from 
Kolkata (formerly known as Calcutta), India, on In 
Accord earlier this year. 

Reading about our seniors who are graduating 
from high school in this current issue of One Accord 
reminded me of Priscilla. Recently Dave Baker in-
formed me that Priscilla had graduated high school. 
Here is the email from Mr. Baker:

I thought you would like to know that Priscilla 
has been accepted to St. Xavier’s College. She will 
be able to live at home and attend the college. �e 
attached photo was taken a couple of weeks ago. 
Priscilla scored very well on her recent exams.

Here is the photo of Tarun and his daughter Pris-
cilla that Mr. Baker sent me. Missing in the picture 
is Seema—Priscilla’s mother and Tarun’s wife. �e 
story of Seema is a sad one and has been a major trial 
for the family. At the age of 48, Seema had a major 
stroke and today requires constant care. Tarun has 
hired an aide to care for his wife during the day while 
he works and Priscilla is in school. But outside of the 
few hours a day that the aide is helping, the work of 
caring for Seema falls on the shoulders of Priscilla 
and her father.

Even as a young person, Priscilla has shouldered 
a great responsibility in taking care of her mother. 
Seema’s stroke occurred two years ago, but she has 
improved only slightly and still requires care on a 
daily basis. Priscilla helps her, takes care of their 
home and prepares meals for the family while going 
to school. When Tarun comes home from work in the 
evening, he takes over the responsibility of caring for 
Seema.

As a result, Priscilla has had to grow up quickly. 
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personal from the president

A�er graduating from high school with honors, 
Priscilla wrote to Mr. Baker to let him know of her 
acceptance to college:

Hello Pastor Baker,
Warmest greetings to you. I hope you all are 

keeping well. You will be glad to know that I got 
into St. Xavier’s College, with sociology honours. 
I am very thankful for your prayers, support and 
encouragement.

Please convey our love and regards to every-
body.
Priscilla

I found this small family of three to be quite in-
spiring with their love for each other and their faith-
fulness to the truth in spite of being alone in the huge 
city of Kolkata. I am happy for Priscilla and continue 
to pray for the family. 

As we honor our high school graduates across the 
country, I thought of Priscilla in the faraway country 
of India. I hope you will keep the three of them in 
your prayers. I am sure all of you join me in send-
ing congratulations to Priscilla for graduating from 
high school with honors and for her acceptance to St. 
Xavier’s College! 

Priscilla Ghosh

Priscilla Ghosh and her father, Tarun
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“Had my mother actually followed up on her threat to wash 
my mouth out with soap, it would not have really solved the 

problem.” 
“A Mouth Washed With Soap,” page 18

Seth Mongbeh (center) stands with his brother Emory, pastor 
Jim Hae�ele and parents Faye and Radcli�e a�er his baptism 

 “Announcements,” page 22
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4 One Accord cogwa.org

F
oundational Outreach International is 
excited to introduce our �rst domestic program! 
For the past two years, we have sent volunteers to 
the Middle East and Africa for international service 
opportunities, but we recognize that not everyone 
can take time from work to participate in programs 
half a world away. 

Hilltop Outreach Program is a di�erent kind 
of community service program that will ignite a passion for ser-
vice and volunteerism in the local community (as well as our local 
congregations), bringing brethren together through teamwork to 
accomplish a project and enhance the lives of both volunteers and 
those being served.

�e guiding principle for this program is found in Matthew 
5:16: “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” �e goal of Hilltop 
is to shine direction, hope and comfort to others by providing the 
funds needed for brethren to organize service projects in their local 
communities. 

Get a group of brethren together and brainstorm some possible 
projects that could really �ll a need in your local community. �en 
apply for a Hilltop grant (maximum $500) to help make your 
outreach idea become a reality. �is is just the start, and more 
volunteer initiatives are developing.

Hilltop projects might not change the world, but they will make 
a di�erence in your lives and the lives of the people you serve. Let 
your light shine from the hilltop! 

What type of projects can I do?
What kind of local outreach projects can you 

do with a Hilltop grant? 
Here are just a few project ideas: 

1. Host a clothing drive.
2. Gather a few friends to knit dishcloths for 

Meals on Wheels.
3. Organize a crew to help widows with yard 

cleanup and house maintenance.
4. Host a food drive for a local homeless 

shelter or food bank.
5. Teach computer skills to the elderly.
6. Create a �ower garden at a nursing home.
7. Make pillows or chemo care packages for 

cancer patients.
8. Host a book collection for a homeless 

shelter.
9. Cook a meal for families with sick children 

at a Ronald McDonald house.
10. Put together back-to-school backpacks for 

needy children.

These are just a few suggestions, but truly the 
possibilities are endless. Find a need in your 
community and create a solution.

Where do I begin?
1. Pick up a starter packet from your 

congregation’s information table (available 
July 12). 

2. Gather a group of �ve or more participants.
3. Pick a service project that will help those in 

your local community or congregation.
4. Complete an application. 
5. Send it to hilltopoutreach@

foundationoutreachintl.org or mail to: 

Foundation Outreach International   
P.O.  Box 2152  

Allen, TX 75013  
Attention: Hilltop Outreach Program 

6. Wait for your project to be reviewed and a 
check to be issued by the Hilltop advisory 
committee.  

Fourteen volunteers from the Houston, Texas, congregation package cookies at 
Gingersnaps ETC., a volunteer-sta�ed charitable organization a�liated with The 

Center, which serves adults with developmental disabilities in Houston. 

Let your light 
SHINE     from the 
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Foundation Outreach International is 
sending four volunteers to Africa to teach 
English to members in Zambia from July 
25 to Aug. 1 and in Zimbabwe from Aug. 1 
to Aug. 10. In each program, the volunteers 
will serve as teachers, conducting basic 
conversational English classes for many of 
the rural members of the Church in both 
countries to help increase their working 
knowledge of English. 

Most of these members were taught 
basic English while going to grade school 

as small children; however, because they  
live in rural areas, they exclusively use their 
local dialects and not English. As a result, 
they have lost most of their grasp of the 
language. �ere are many dialects spoken 
in Zambia and Zimbabwe, but English, 
as the lingua franca, is the language that 
unites them and gives them a leg up in 
their business dealings.  

During the FOI projects, the volunteers 
will be working with a group of 30 or so 
adults, teaching basic English words that 
come from a number of the hymns in the 
COGWA Church hymnal that the breth-
ren have actually been singing in Church 
services for years. Pictures, music, songs 

and words games are used to teach select 
vocabulary words from each hymn.

In addition to teaching these vocabulary 
words, the volunteers encourage the mem-
bers to increase their conversation skills 
during the week of classes. By doing so, the 
volunteers help to instill con�dence in the 
students to use what English they know. 
An important secondary bene�t is that the 
volunteers will build meaningful ties with 
brethren by spending an entire week in 
classes, meals and fellowship together.

Doug Horchak and his wife, Tanya, will 
be traveling with the volunteers to both 
locations.  �is will be an experience of a 
lifetime for those serving!

FOI Volunteers 
Head to Africa

Erica Bennett
Cincinnati, Ohio

Courtney Tobin
Troy, Michigan

Zambia

Erica Bennett is a recent graduate of the nutrition program at 
the University of Cincinnati and will be moving to Florida a�er 
the Zambia project to begin a dietetic internship at the Bay Pines 
VA hospital. She is passionate about health and �tness and enjoys 
running, cooking, music, traveling and all sorts of outdoor adven-
tures. She is incredibly excited to participate in FOI, knowing that 
she will learn much more from the Zambian brethren than she 
could ever teach! 

Courtney Tobin is a polymer industrial engineer at General 
Motors. When she is not working, she enjoys physical exercise, es-
pecially running and LifeBarre. She loves to travel, shop and spend 
time with family and friends. She enjoys experiencing new chal-
lenges and adventures and hopes one day to check o� everything 
on her bucket list. She feels incredibly blessed to have been given 
this opportunity to help and serve God’s people in Zambia. She is 
looking forward to learning about the culture there and getting to 
know the students. She believes that while teaching them, she will 
be learning and gaining inspiration as well.   

Vivian Waddle
Hanover, Indiana

Amanda Harring
Dallas, Texas

Amanda Harring grew up in the Church of God. She and her 
husband, Eric, currently live in Plano, Texas, and she teaches 10th 
and 11th grade English. She received a bachelor’s in English and 
also has multiple teaching certi�cations, including an interna-
tional certi�cation for Teaching English as a Foreign Language 
(TEFL). Before teaching in Texas, she and her husband lived in 
�ailand for almost two years, where she taught 7th and 11th 
grade English as a Foreign Language in a private school. Her pas-
sion for travel, teaching and spending time with God’s people led 
her to recognize that this FOI project would be a perfect opportu-
nity for her. She is extremely excited to be able to use her training 
and experience to be able to help the members in Zimbabwe in any 
way she can. 

Vivian Waddle is a sophomore at Hanover College in southern 
Indiana. She is majoring in international studies while specializ-
ing in business. Outside of class she spends a lot of time working, 
spending time with her family and pets in Maryland, and dream-
ing of new adventures to go on. She applied to go to Zimbabwe 
because she wanted to serve the people there and to meet more of 
God’s people around the world. She has traveled to Africa several 
times in the past and is looking forward to having the chance to 
go there again. Vivian is certain that she will learn a multitude of 
things from this trip and is incredibly excited for this wonderful 
opportunity. 

Zimbabwe

Learn more about FOI projects at 
FoundationOutreachIntl.org

http://foundationoutreachintl.org
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Brittany Megan  
Emily Ash

Parents’ names: Chris and 
Debbie Ash
Congregation: Houston 
North, Texas
High school accomplish-
ments: Brittany was home-
schooled since kindergarten 
along with her older brother 
Aaron. She attacked her 
schoolwork early on and bar-
reled through to the �nish. 
Brittany graduated early at 
the age of 16 with the Conroe 
Area Christian Home Educa-
tors (CACHE).
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Always enjoying 
activity, Brittany decided she 
wanted to tap at the age of 3. 
She has excelled at rhythm 
tap and enjoys it to this day. 
She also found a love for 
volleyball when she started 
playing on a homeschool 
team, the Lady Hawks. She 
also plays volleyball on her 
local congregation’s teen 
team. Brittany loves to bake, 
make jewelry and draw. 

She taught drawing classes 
to her cousin, who is also 
homeschooled, for an hour 
three days a week during her 
senior year. Brittany loves 
the summer camps and has 
attended Camp Carter and 
Strong Rock Camp. She 
thoroughly enjoys volunteer-
ing at the Houston preteen 
camp. She participates in 
teen Sabbaths at church, in 
which the local teens serve 
for the day, and has per-
formed special music. 
Plans a�er graduation: She 
plans to take some com-
munity college courses and 
work while she considers 
the career path she wants to 
pursue.

Jeana Janelle  
Beilstein

Parents’ names: David and 
Sherry Beilstein
Congregation: Morgantown, 
West Virginia    
High school accomplishments: 
Jeana graduated from 
Bethlehem-Center High 

School with highest honors. 
She was inducted into the 
National Honor Society and 
elected treasurer.  Jeana is a 
member of the Leo Club, in 
which she completed over 
300 hours of community 
service. She was also a 
member of French club and 
was elected president. She 
was involved with student 
council and served as a 
homeroom representative. 
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Jeana helps in the 

kitchen and supervises the 
sound crew. Jeana has worked 
on sta� at Camp Arrowhead. 
She has been a member of the 
Pittsburgh Teen Speech Club 
throughout her teen years, 
serving as copresident and 
treasurer. In her spare time 
she enjoys painting, pottery 
and crochet. 
Plans a�er graduation: In the 
fall she plans to attend Cali-
fornia University of Pennsyl-
vania, majoring in graphics 
and multimedia.

2014 High School 
Graduates

Brittany Ash Jeana Beilstein
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Trinity Bowman Jonathan Buchanan

trinity bowman
Parents’ names: Kenneth and 
Frances Earles
Congregation: Roanoke, 
Virginia
High school accomplishments: 
Trinity graduated from 
Magna Vista High School in 
Martinsville, Virginia. She 
participated in Scholastic 
Academic Excellence League 
all four years of high school 
as well as the Improv team 
and the Forensics team. She 
was in the school’s produc-
tion of Cinderella, Once 
Upon a Mattress, Bye Bye 
Birdie and Annie. She also 
participated in a community 
production of Les Miserables. 
She received the honor of 
“Superior Soprano” in the 
school’s chorus and was 
named “Jester of the Year” by 
her drama teacher. She was 
a standing member in the 
both the French and Spanish 
Clubs.
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Trinity assists with 
church setup every Sabbath, 
helps watch small children 
at services and serves during 
the congregation’s potluck 

meals. She has also partici-
pated in the Festival choir 
the past four years.
Plans a�er graduation: A�er 
graduating, Trinity plans to 
attend community college 
for her general education 
and then either transfer to 
the College of William and 
Mary to go into its embassy 
program or continue her 
education to become a Euro-
pean history teacher.

jonathan 
buchanan

Parents’ names: Mike and 
Roz Buchanan 
Congregation: St. Louis,  
Missouri
High school accomplishments: 
Jonathan completed his high 
school requirements as a 
homeschooled student.
Church activities/hobbies/in-
terests: Jonathan has served 
at the Church’s preteen 
camps and has attended 
the teen camps. He enjoys 
playing sports and serving at 
camps.
Plans a�er graduation: Jona-
than plans to go to college 

and continue working as an 
electrician.

Braelyn Caple
Parents’ names: Matt and 
Janet Caple 
Congregation: Columbia, 
Missouri
High school accomplishments: 
Braelyn graduated from 
homeschool high school. 
She has received two music 
scholarships and the Red and 
Black Scholarship from the 
University of Central Mis-
souri.
Church activities/hobbies/in-
terests: Braelyn enjoys play-
ing piano, writing, spending 
time with her friends and 
going to teen camp.
Plans a�er graduation: Brae-
lyn has been accepted to the 
Honors College at the Uni-
versity of Central Missouri 
for the fall 2014 semester. 
She plans to pursue a double 
major in piano and Spanish. 

Karissa Carter
Parents’ names: Paul and 
Tracy Carter

Congregation: Los Angeles, 
California
High school accomplishments: 
Karissa has completed eight 
credits of college while a 
high school student. She also 
works full-time as a gymnas-
tics coach and is now fully 
certi�ed as an instructor.
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Karissa’s hobbies 
include music, singing, surf-
ing, hiking, gymnastics and 
dance.
Plans a�er graduation: 
Karissa is going to attend 
Foundation Institute for the 
fall 2014-2015 class.

Cody Conrad Case
Parents’ names: Eric and 
Nancy Case
Congregation: East Texas
High school accomplishments: 
Cody is an adventurous, fun-
loving, hardworking student. 
During his four years at Big 
Sandy High School, Cody 
has been a member of the 
National Honor Society, 
Spanish Club, yearbook and 
prom committee. Besides 
being in numerous clubs and 

Braelyn Caple Karissa Carter
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organizations, he has also 
participated in varsity bas-
ketball, track and tennis. In 
tennis, he won �rst in district 
and regional competitions 
and quali�ed for the state 
competition last year.
Church activities/hobbies/in-
terests: In his free time, Cody 
enjoys camping, hiking and 
�shing with friends and 
family. 
Plans a�er graduation: Cody 
plans to attend Texas State 
Technical College in Mar-
shall and become an electri-
cal lineman.

barrett clark
Parent’s name: Tamra Clark
Congregation: Austin, Texas
High school accomplishments: 
Barrett graduated in the top 
15 percent of his graduating 
class and was an academic 
all-state student.
Plans a�er graduation: 
Barrett will be entering St. 
Edward’s University this fall 
as a sophomore.

Ashley Brielle 
Dickey

Parents’ names: Tim and Lisa 
Dickey
Congregation: Birmingham, 
Alabama
High school accomplishments: 
Ashley was on the varsity 
so�ball team and was the 
high school counselor’s aide.
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Ashley has volun-
teered at preteen summer 
camp. Her hobbies include 
horseback riding, volleyball 
and so�ball.
Plans a�er graduation: Ash-
ley plans to attend Je�erson 
State Community College for 
two years and then �nish her 
secondary education degree 
at the University of Alabama 
at Birmingham with a bach-
elor’s degree in history.

Joseph Russell 
Ditto

Parents’ names: James and 
Nanette Ditto
Congregation: East Texas

High school accomplishments: 
Russell attended Big Sandy 
High School for his junior 
and senior years a�er being 
homeschooled for six years. 
Active in high school sports, 
he played tennis and was on 
both the junior varsity and 
varsity basketball teams. 
He was recognized as Most 
Improved basketball player 
his senior year and voted on 
the First Team All-District 
basketball team. He also 
received academic awards in 
Spanish 2 and statistics and 
risk management. 
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Russell has been 
involved in God’s Church 
since birth. He has enjoyed 
participating in activities 
from Sabbath school to the 
teen youth group as well 
as playing volleyball and 
basketball every year. �e 
teen group’s trips to Winter 
Family Weekend have been a 
highlight for him. His other 
favorite pastimes include 
camping, �shing and spend-
ing time in the outdoors. 
Plans a�er graduation: Based 

on SAT scores, Russell was 
o�ered scholarships from 
both LeTourneau University 
and the University of Texas 
at Tyler. He plans to pursue 
a degree in civil engineering 
from University of Texas at 
Tyler beginning this fall.  

Bradley Dylan 
Duke

Parents’ names: Ted and Joan 
Duke
Congregation: East Texas
High school accomplishments: 
Brad is graduating from 
Penn Foster High School 
Academy with high honors 
and a 3.9 GPA. 
Church activities/hobbies/in-
terests: In his free time, Brad 
enjoys playing drums, guitar 
and basketball. He works 
part-time for Granary Street 
doing lawn maintenance. 
Plans a�er graduation: Brad 
will be pursuing a degree 
in mechanical engineering 
for future employment with 
his dad in the oil and gas 
industry.

Ashley Dickey Russell DittoCody Case Barrett Clark
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Brad Duke Charlotte Easterling

Charlotte Nicole 
Easterling

Parents’ names: Nick and 
Carla Easterling
Congregation: Mobile, Ala-
bama
High school accomplishments: 
Charlotte graduated from 
T.R. Miller High School. She 
was a member of the choir 
from seventh to 12th grade. 
She participated in solo 
ensemble competition twice, 
receiving ratings  of excellent 
and superior. She was a recip-
ient of academic achievement 
awards in English 12 and art 
personal achievements. She 
also received an award in 
personal �nance. She gradu-
ated with a 3.5 GPA.
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Charlotte has par-
ticipated in the Festival choir 
for several years. 
Plans a�er graduation: A�er 
graduation, Charlotte plans 
to attend Je�erson Davis 
Community College and 
pursue a degree in nursing. 

Paul Gabriel Ellis
Parents’ names: Roger and 
Sandy Ellis
Congregation: Akron/
Canton, Ohio
High school accomplishments: 
During his high school 
career, Gabe maintained a 
3.5 GPA.
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Gabe has been a 
member of teen speech club 
for the past six years. He 
served as copresident the 
past two years. Gabe served 
on sta� at Camp Arrowhead 
for the past �ve years, four of 
which as an assistant coun-
selor. Gabe has also attended 
the Young Men’s Christian 
Leadership Club for the 
past two years and helped 
with the end-of-the-year 
banquets. Gabe has served 
as an usher both at the Feast 
and in the local congrega-
tion for the past six years. 
Gabe enjoys long-distance 
running, and he ran his �rst 
marathon this year. He also 
likes playing soccer, skate-
boarding and cooking.

Plans a�er graduation: Gabe 
plans to attend Stark State 
College, majoring in mar-
keting management with a 
minor in �nance. He also 
wants to attend Foundation 
Institute and experience 
a challenger camp in the 
future.

Karla Everman
Parents’ names: Mark and 
Flavia Everman
Congregation: Columbia, 
Missouri
High school accomplishments: 
Karla was a member of band, 
choir and �espian. She was 
also secretary of Chess Club, 
president of Imagine Higher 
Education, and a member of 
the National Honor Society, 
speech club and debate. 
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Karla has been both 
a camper and a sta� member 
at church youth camps. She 
enjoys reading online articles 
and Bible study.
Plans a�er graduation: Karla 
will be attending Northwest 

Missouri State University for 
the fall semester. Her major 
is presently undecided. She 
will be participating in the 
Honors Program throughout 
her college career.  

alexa ferrari
Parents’ names: AJ and  
Adriana Ferrari 
Congregation: Dallas, Texas
High school accomplishments: 
Alexa graduated in the top 
25 percent of 1,450 students. 
She participated in Advanced 
Placement, International 
Baccalaureate and concur-
rent classes (all college 
credits).
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Alexa enjoys travel-
ing, volleyball and spend-
ing time with family and 
friends. Alexa volunteers 
with children and elderly.
Plans a�er graduation: 
Alexa plans to attend the 
University of Texas-Dallas to 
pursue a bachelor’s degree in 
accounting. She hopes to one 
day become a CPA. 

Gabe Ellis Alexa Ferrari
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David Brian 
Frazier

Parents’ names: Cindy and 
Shawn Hudson
Congregation: Je�erson, 
Georgia
High school accomplishments: 
David is an active partici-
pant in the teen Bible study 
program and has attended 
several men’s leadership 
club meetings, which he 
will participate in during 
the next club year. For two 
years in high school, David 
represented his school at 
sporting events as Boomer, 
the Mountain View High 
School mascot. As a junior 
and senior, he served as the 
announcer as well as the 
mascot for the seventh and 
eighth grade youth league 
football teams.
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: David is a fantas-
tic artist and enjoys video 
games. In the fall he plans 
to attend Georgia Gwinnett 
College, where he will study 
communication and jour-
nalism/radio broadcasting 
and design applications for 

animation in digital media. 
He would like to pursue a 
career in either radio broad-
casting or graphics design 
and art. 
Plans a�er graduation: Cur-
rently, David is employed at 
the Gwinnett Braves stadium 
and will spend his summer 
working and relaxing when 
he can. 

Justin French
Parents’ names: June and 
Matthew �ompson
Congregation: Dallas, Texas
High school accomplishments: 
During high school, Justin 
played clarinet in band, 
earned 12 dual college credits 
and carried a 3.8 and above 
GPA. He graduated in the 
top 10 percent of his class. 
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Justin enjoys sing-
ing in the Dallas congrega-
tion’s choir and attending 
Winter Camp and Camp 
Carter. He has served at the 
annual silver ambassador 
lunch and plays on the vol-
leyball team.

Plans a�er graduation: He is 
working and plans to con-
tinue his education at Collin 
County Community College.

PRISCILLA T. GHOSH
Parents’ names: Tarun and 
Seema Ghosh
Congregation: Kolkata, India 
High school accomplishments: 
Priscilla quali�ed in the 
Indian Certi�cate of Second-
ary Education (Standard 10) 
in 2012 and secured 84.4 
percent (average). She also ap-
peared for the Indian School 
Examination in March-April 
2014. She was one of the 
school captains at the high 
school level and actively par-
ticipated in games and sports 
and other cultural programs.
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Priscilla enjoys 
creative activities such as art 
and painting, handicra�s 
and singing.
Plans a�er graduation: 
Priscilla plans to attend St. 
Xavier’s College to pursue 
higher studies with sociology 
honors.

Cecilia Jasmine 
Gomez

Parents’ names: Sandra and 
Lazaro Gomez
Congregation: Dallas, Texas
High school accomplish-
ments: Cecilia earned her 
emergency telecommu-
nicator certi�cation. She 
was also a member of the 
National Honor Society, 
Medical Explorers and 
Green Club Honor Roll. She 
lettered in swimming and 
was involved in the swim 
team as a junior and senior. 
She was on the so�ball team 
all four years of high school. 
She was also part of the Red 
Cord Honors Program for 
donating blood multiple 
times in the school year.
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Cecilia partici-
pates in her congregation’s 
volleyball and basketball 
teams and attends summer 
and winter camp. She has 
completed eight half-mar-
athons and loves playing 
sports, hanging out with 
family and friends and 
traveling.

Priscilla Ghosh Cecilia GomezDavid Frazier Justin French
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Plans a�er graduation: Ceci-
lia plans to attend the Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington in 
the fall to major in nursing.

Caleb Hahn
Parents’ names: Bill and 
DaAnn Hahn 
Congregation: East Texas
High school accomplishments: 
Caleb graduated from Live 
Oak Christian Academy on 
May 23, 2014. Caleb is the 
youngest of four children. 
Caleb attended Big Sandy 
public school until the sixth 
grade and has been home-
schooled since 2007. He has 
maintained an A/B average 
throughout school, with 
history being his favorite 
subject. 
Church activities/hobbies/in-
terests: Caleb enjoys playing 
basketball, �shing, listening 
to music, reading and spend-
ing time with family and 
friends. He has played teen 
basketball for �ve years and 
has attended Camp Carter 
twice.  He would one day 
like to tour the British Isles 
and New Zealand.

Plans a�er graduation: Caleb 
will be attending Kilgore 
College to pursue a degree 
in business administration 
and will then transfer to the 
University of Texas at Tyler 
to �nish his degree. He even-
tually hopes to build a beef 
cattle herd of his own.

Collin Blaine 
Rebel Jones

Parents’ names: Rebel and 
Diana Jones 
Congregation: Fort Worth, 
Texas
High school accomplish-
ments: Collin will graduate 
from Joshua High School 
in the top 20 percent of his 
class, with several college 
credits under his belt. He was 
a member of the National 
Honor Society and Student 
Council, and he served as the 
vice president of the Health 
Occupation Students of 
America. 
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Collin is an intelli-
gent, respectful, and dedi-
cated young man committed 
to God’s way of life. He is 

a talented musician who 
played �rst-chair trumpet 
throughout middle school. 
He later taught himself to 
play the guitar, bass guitar 
and ukulele. He is a lifelong 
Texas Rangers, Dallas Mav-
ericks and Dallas Cowboys 
fan. He played basketball 
and ran cross-country while 
in high school.  
Plans a�er graduation: Collin 
plans to attend Hill College 
and later the University of 
Texas at Arlington where he 
will major in biology. His ul-
timate goal is to attend Texas 
College of Osteopathic Medi-
cine and become a doctor.

Krystal Kennedy
Parents’ names: Richard 
Kennedy and Raida Pierce
Congregation: Houston 
North, Texas 
High school accomplishments: 
Krystal graduated from 
Cinco Ranch High School 
with honors and a 3.78 
GPA. She was a member of 
National Honor Society, Na-
tional Society of High School 
Scholars, and Texas Asso-

ciation of Future Educators. 
Krystal was also a member 
of Future Business Leaders 
of America, American Red 
Cross, UNICEF, Key Club 
and Photography Club. In 
2013 she volunteered as a fu-
ture teacher intern at James 
Williams Elementary and 
Cinco Ranch Junior High 
School. She then competed 
at regionals and received the 
Superior Achievement Award 
in the TAFE-ELF (Education 
Leadership Fundamentals) 
Test. 
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Krystal has been 
attending church camps in 
California and Wisconsin 
every year since she was 12. 
She has also served as an 
assistant counselor at the 
Sequoia preteen camp and 
volunteers regularly at her 
congregation’s A�er Church 
Club, where she plays with 
kids and teaches them Bible 
lessons. In her free time, 
Krystal enjoys reading, writ-
ing, dancing and watching 
Disney movies.
Plans a�er graduation: Krys-
tal plans to attend College of 
San Mateo in pursuit of an 
associate’s degree. She would 
then like to continue her 
studies at one of the Univer-
sity of California campuses 
to obtain a bachelor’s degree 
in elementary education and 
become a �rst grade elemen-
tary school teacher.
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Gabriella Kroska 
Parents’ names: Allen and 
Sheri Kroska
Congregation: Twin Cities, 
Minnesota
High school accomplishments: 
Gabriella graduated from 
Pierz Healy High School and 
St. Cloud State University 
summa cum laude with an 
associate of arts in general 
studies. In high school, she 
participated in Peer Helping 
as a mentor to many students 
and as a classroom assistant. 
She also was a member of Na-
tional Honor Society, during 
which she served as a sum-
mer reading tutor. She was 
accepted into and completed 
the honors programs at Pierz 
High School as well as St. 
Cloud State University. She 
participated in track for seven 
years; and as a senior, she 
was elected one of the team 
captains. She participated in 
band and choir for �ve years.
Church activities/hobbies/in-
terests: Gabriella coordinates 
the local ensemble in her 
congregation. Her favorite 
summer activities have been 

serving as a counselor at 
preteen camps and going on 
canoe trips to the Boundary 
Waters.
Plans a�er graduation: Gabri-
ella was selected as one of 16 
Levine Scholars for the class 
of 2018 at the University of 
North Carolina at Charlotte. 
�e Levine Scholarship cov-
ers tuition, room and board 
as well as four summers of 
experiences and access to 
up to $8,000 of funding for 
a service project. She plans 
to begin attending UNC-
Charlotte this fall to pursue a 
bachelor’s degree in exercise 
science. She intends to seek 
a master’s degree in occupa-
tional therapy and hopefully 
work with children.

Rose Lesego 
Masilo 

Parents’ names: Johannes 
and Lydia Masilo
Congregation: Kempton Park, 
Gauteng, South Africa 
High school accomplishments: 
Rose served as the repre-
sentative council of learner 
(head girl/council president) 

during her �nal year of high 
school. She received several 
accolades for participating in 
athletics. In grade eight she 
made the top three perform-
ing students in her year and 
since then has been an over-
all academic achiever.  
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Rose is a member 
of the COGWA Kempton 
Park Spokesman Club, 
which is held once a month. 
She also attends the young 
adults’ Bible studies held 
each month. She participated 
in the COGWA camp this 
past December. Rose’s hob-
bies include reading, cook-
ing, being playful and jovial 
around her friends; and she 
is interested in mathematics 
and languages. 
Plans a�er graduation: Rose 
is currently pursuing a Bach-
elor of Commerce degree, 
specializing in accounting. 
She hopes to one day become 
a chartered accountant. Once 
she has completed her de-
gree, she would like to travel 
around overseas and meet 
other COGWA brethren 
around the world. 

Jason Moore 
Parents’ names: Richard and 
Linda Moore
Congregation: Kempton Park, 
Gauteng, South Africa 
High school accomplishments: 
Jason graduated high school 
in December 2013 and sur-
passed the requirements for 
university admission.  
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Jason is a member 
of the COGWA Kempton 
Park Spokesman Club, 
which is held once a month. 
He also attends the young 
adults’ Bible studies held 
each month. He also partici-
pated in the COGWA camp 
this past December. Jason’s 
hobbies include listening to 
music, drawing, painting 
and design. He also enjoys 
gaming, soccer, cars, racing 
and exercising.   
Plans a�er graduation: Jason 
plans to pursue a Bachelor of 
Science degree in computer 
science and physics. He is 
also considering opening his 
own business and potentially 
moving overseas. 

Jason MooreRose MasiloGabriella Kroska
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Ginny Morris Elena Murphy Pierce Nguyen

Virginia R. Morris 
Parents’ names: Mark and 
Linda Morris
Congregation: Dallas, Texas
High school accomplish-
ments: During her high 
school career, Ginny earned 
55 dual-credit community 
college hours, maintaining 
a 4.0 GPA. She was a sta�/
feature writer for the Et 
Cetera, East�eld College’s 
campus newspaper. She won 
�rst place in East�eld’s 2013 
League for Innovation poetry 
competition and �rst place 
in East�eld’s 2013 poetry 
slam. She was a member 
of Phi �eta Kappa Honor 
Society and participated as a 
debater in East�eld College’s 
2012 Presidential Debate. 
She also won the Healing 
Heart award from �row-
away Ponies, a horse rescue 
organization. 
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Ginny serves in 
her congregation as a hymn 
accompanist and as a spe-
cial music contributor. She 
also serves on the technical 
crew, assisting in screen 

projection of hymns and 
other multi-media. She is an 
assistant teacher in pre-
teen Sabbath school classes 
and serves as an assistant 
counselor at the Houston 
preteen summer camp. She 
also plays on the Dallas teen 
volleyball team.
Plans a�er graduation: Ginny 
plans to attend the University 
of Texas at Arlington, major-
ing in history with a minor 
in creative writing.

elena murphy 
Parents’ names: James and 
Carolyn Murphy
Congregation: Greensboro, 
North Carolina
High school accomplishments: 
Elena has been in the school 
band for four years. She has 
taken art classes for three 
years and was also a member 
of the Art Society. She has 
taken Spanish and Japanese 
for three years.  

Pierce Nguyen 
Parents’ names: Tito Larios 
and Hahn Nguyen

Congregation: Houston 
North, Texas
High school accomplish-
ments: Pierce graduated 
from Cinco Ranch High 
School and received his high 
school diploma with honors. 
He was a member of Future 
Business Leaders of America 
and the National Society 
of High School Scholars. 
He also played baseball for 
the United States Specialty 
Sports Association.
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Pierce volunteers 
regularly a�er services as 
a teacher’s assistant for his 
congregation’s A�er Church 
Club. �ere he plays with 
and teaches young children 
about the Bible. In his free 
time, Pierce enjoys watching 
movies, running, football, 
basketball and golf.
Plans a�er graduation: Pierce 
plans to attend Lonestar 
Community College and 
intends to transfer to Texas 
A&M University, where he 
aims to double major in 
mechanical engineering and 
accounting.

Sydney Toye 
Proctor

Parents’ names: Ken and 
Mary Pat (Girard) Proctor
Congregation: Memphis, 
Tennessee
High school accomplishments: 
Sydney graduated home-
school in May with honors 
from Faith Heritage Chris-
tian Academy in Memphis, 
Tennessee. 
Church activities/hobbies/in-
terests: She has been involved 
in all things art since she was 
young and now has her own 
Etsy shop, “Viciously Cute,” 
where she sells her work. Her 
work has also been displayed 
and sold at the Collierville, 
Tennessee, library. She has 
also been involved in fast-
pitch so�ball, CYC camps 
and helping out on her fam-
ily’s farm. 
Plans a�er graduation: 
Sydney has been awarded the 
President’s Scholarship to the 
Memphis College of Art—
one of their top scholarships. 
She hopes to one day have 
her own studio and/or work 
for Pixar/Disney studios.

Sydney Proctor
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Yvonne Ruiz

Daniel Reding
Parents’ names: Linda 
Worsham and Russell 
Reding
Congregation: Roanoke, 
Virginia
High school accomplish-
ments: Daniel graduated 
from Rustburg High School 
while being dual enrolled at 
a community college. While 
in his junior year, he received 
a B average in AP Computer 
Science and was recognized 
as a student of the month. In 
his senior year, he was on the 
A/B honor role and achieved 
second seed on the boy’s 
tennis team. He is certi�ed in 
A+ and CISCO, in addition 
to being pro�cient in web 
design.
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Daniel helps with 
sound equipment setup at 
church services and helps 
put up chairs a�er services. 
He attended Camp Heritage 
for several years. He mainly 
enjoys playing tennis a�er 
school but also works on 
�xing and optimizing com-
puter performance.

Plans a�er graduation: A�er 
graduating, he plans to seek 
employment in the IT indus-
try where he can utilize his 
computer and networking 
skills. �e following year he 
plans on attending a college 
to further his education. He 
will also continue to help 
with the sound equipment 
at his local church congrega-
tion.

Kailey Rodrigues
Parents’ names: Tru and 
Pansy Rodrigues
Congregation: Greensboro, 
North Carolina
High school accomplish-
ments: Kailey has completed 
four years of Spanish while 
attending all honor classes at 
her high school.
Plans a�er graduation: Kai-
ley plans to pursue a career 
in the �eld of cosmetology. 

Olivia Rodriguez
Parents’ names: Jose and 
Carol Rodriguez
Congregation: Fort Worth, 
Texas

High school accomplishments: 
Livi was in the Distinguished 
Program at her school and 
was a member of the Na-
tional Society of High School 
Scholars. She is a talented 
athlete, excelling at basket-
ball and volleyball. She also 
lettered in varsity golf at 
Saginaw High School.
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Livi is a caring, 
kind-hearted, fun-loving, 
beautiful and intelligent 
young woman. She was born 
with a magni�cent smile and 
a contagious laugh, which 
she generously shares with 
her friends and family. She 
loves spending time outdoors 
with her family. As the old-
est child of Jose and Carol 
Rodriguez, she grew up with 
her brother Ruben by her 
side and has shared a bed-
room most of her life with 
her little sister Raquel. She is 
devoted to God and Christ, 
and enjoys participating in 
all church activities. 
Plans a�er graduation: Livi 
plans to attend Tarrant 
County College to gain her 
associate degree and then 

Texas Women’s University or 
UNT Health Science Center 
in the future, working toward 
her ultimate goal of becom-
ing a physical therapist. 

Yvonne Ruiz
Parents’ names: Alex and 
Clelia Ruiz-Barrera
Congregation: Stockton, 
California
High school accomplishments: 
Yvonne recently gradu-
ated from Raoul Wallenberg 
Traditional High School in 
San Francisco, California. 
She was an honor roll student 
for three years and a part of 
the Blue and White Club, 
where she was involved in 
coordinating school events 
throughout the year. She 
was also a part of the Link 
Crew, a committee of senior 
students assigned the respon-
sibility of making the high 
school transition of incom-
ing freshman a smooth and 
easy process. Yvonne was 
recognized by her school for 
completing over 200 hours of 
community service, includ-
ing serving at our church 

Kailey Rodrigues Olivia RodriguezDaniel Reding
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youth camps and volunteer-
ing at Walt Disney Family 
Museum and the Asian Art 
Museum during her summer 
breaks. 
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Yvonne has been 
active in the Church’s camp 
programs, attending either 
summer or winter camp 
for each of the last seven 
years and assisting with 
our preteen camps for four 
years. She enjoys reading 
and photography, especially 
capturing people in random 
moments through her lens 
because, in her words, “a 
picture is worth a thousand 
words.” She enjoys a wide 
variety of musical artists and 
bands and is familiar with 
enough songs that, given a 
few of their words, there is a 
good chance she could name 
the song title and sing it for 
you! During the past year, 
Yvonne has been teaching 
herself to play the ukulele 
and the piano.
Plans a�er graduation: 
Yvonne plans to attend the 
University of California, Riv-
erside, in the fall of 2014.

Amy Sanchez
Parents’ names: Abe and 
Delia Sanchez
Congregation: Stockton, 
California
High school accomplishments: 
Amy graduated from Bret 
Harte Union High School 
in Angels Camp, Califor-
nia. Amy has been an avid 
student of art all four years 
of high school and has been 
involved in numerous art 
shows. She is currently im-
mersed in painting a mural 
of tribute in her high school. 
She earned her �rst aid 
certi�cation this year and is 
currently working to acquire 
her phlebotomy license. 
Tutoring in her local elemen-
tary school the last two years 
has also been a rewarding 
experience.
Church activities/hobbies/in-
terests: Last year, she received 
recognition at Camp Sequoia 
as “Camper of the Year.” 
Some of Amy’s additional 
interests include boating, 
hiking, �shing, shooting 
sports or just enjoying the 
great outdoors. Because of 

her outgoing nature and 
interest in fashion design, 
during her school breaks she 
has enjoyed the opportunity 
to assist her brother in his 
clothing resale shop.  
Plans a�er graduation: 
Amy will move to Rocklin, 
California, this summer 
where she will initiate college 
coursework at Sierra Col-
lege and earn her associate 
degree. A�er completion, she 
plans to travel to Texas and 
attend Foundation Insti-
tute. Ultimately, she would 
like to continue her college 
education and become a 
physician’s assistant or a 
nurse-practitioner. She was 
awarded a $1,000 local schol-
arship, which she will apply 
toward her upcoming college 
expenses.

Dohhtoo Sein
Parents’ names: �a Sein and 
Mu Mu
Congregation: North Caro-
lina, Raleigh
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Dohhtoo helps out 
with hall setup and with the 

sound system at church ser-
vices. He likes to play every 
sport.
Plans a�er graduation: 
Dohhtoo plans to go to 
Durham Tech Community 
College to study electrical 
engineering.
Favorite scripture: “And let 
the peace of God rule in your 
hearts, to which also you 
were called in one body; and 
be thankful” (Colossians 
3:15).

Victoria Lynn 
Soltysiak

Parents’ names: Ronald and 
Barbara Soltysiak
Congregation: Quakertown, 
Pennsylvania
High school accomplishments: 
Victoria graduated from 
Palisades High School in 
Kintnersville, Pennsylvania, 
where she served as a library 
volunteer and participated in 
the German club.
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Victoria loves the 
�eld of photography and has 
received awards in several 
photo contests (Bucks Coun-
ty Photo Contest, Tinicum 
Art Festival Photo Contest, 
Spring�eld Township Com-
munity Day Photo Contest 
and Quakertown Alive Photo 
Contest).
Plans a�er graduation: Victo-
ria plans to attend Bucks 
County Community College 
to study photography.

Dohhtoo Sein Victoria Soltysiak
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Ciara Maria  
Steele

Parents’ names: Geo�rey and 
Charlotte Steele
Congregation: Columbia, 
South Carolina
High school accomplish-
ments: Ciara graduated from 
Dutch Fork High School in 
Irmo, South Carolina, with 
the high honor of being in 
the Top 10 of her graduating 
class. She was treasurer for 
the local Future Farmers of 
America chapter, a mem-
ber of the National Honor 
Society and member of the 
archery team. Ciara was also 
instrumental in forming the 
�rst Earth Club at her high 
school.  
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Ciara enjoys music 
and especially singing in 
the Feast Choir. She loves 
animals and would love to 
become a veterinarian. Ciara 
is an avid reader and usually 
is reading multiple books at 
the same time. Ciara stays 
active by running and play-
ing volleyball. 
Plans a�er graduation: Ciara 

will be attending Converse 
College in the Fall of 2014, 
pursuing a degree in biology 
and pre-veterinary medicine.

Brandon Sweat
Parents’ names: Tom and 
Rebecca Sweat
Congregation: Dallas, Texas
High school accomplishments: 
Brandon was a member of 
the National Society of High 
School Scholars
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Brandon was born 
in Win�eld, Illinois, in 1995 
and has lived in Texas since 
2007. Although he misses 
Chicago, he has really en-
joyed all of the new friend-
ships he has made in Texas 
and through the local con-
gregation and also church 
camps. His favorite camps 
are Strong Rock Camp and 
Winter Camp. Brandon has 
enjoyed fellowshipping with 
people of like mind at these 
camps and learning more 
about God’s way of life. He 
is excited to continue his 
education with college and 
the next stage of life! Bran-

don enjoys playing football, 
basketball and volleyball. 
His other interests include 
photography, meteorology 
and graphic design.  
Plans a�er graduation: 
Brandon plans to go to Col-
lin College and then to the 
University of North Texas to 
pursue a degree in commu-
nication design.

Andrew Travers
Parents’ names: Greg and 
Carla Travers
Congregation: Athens, Ohio
High school accomplishments: 
Andrew was one of �ve high 
school valedictorians and 
was a member of National 
Honor Society, Big Brothers 
Big Sisters, Spanish Club, 
Beta Club and Honors.
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Andrew helps with 
setup at church services. He 
enjoys reading, exercise, hik-
ing, science and history. 
Plans a�er graduation: 
Andrew plans to attend 
Ohio University to pursue a 
science-related major.

Amberly Jean 
Walton

Parents’ names: Ken and 
Jeanne Walton
Congregation: Augusta, 
Georgia
High school accomplishments: 
Homeschooled since kin-
dergarten, Amberly gradu-
ated with honors from the 
Academy of Home Education 
(4.0 GPA/4.0 scale), securing 
the HOPE scholarship and 
earning the Watson-Brown 
scholarship. She was also a 
National Merit Commended 
Scholar. In the National 
Homeschool Honor Society, 
she held o�ces of public 
relations and food bank 
coordinator, co-secretary and 
president. As president, she 
pioneered a free math tutor-
ing service. She belonged 
to FLAIR (foreign language 
honor society) for three years 
and was the FLAIR CSRA’s 
Student of the Year in 2013. 
Amberly ranked among the 
top 21 seniors named in �e 
Augusta Chronicle’s Best and 
Brightest for academic per-
formance, character, commu-
nity service, leadership and 

Andrew Travers Amberly WaltonCiara Steele Brandon Sweat
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Emma Wright

nonscholastic activities. She 
was a member of the National 
Fraternity of Student Musi-
cians (nine years) and was 
presented the Georgia Music 
Achievement Award (pri-
vate study). She received the 
Presidential Lifestyle Award 
three times.
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Amberly serves in 
the congregation as pianist, 
and she also compiles the 
bulletin. At the Feast, she 
sings in the choir and plays 
hymns, o�ertory and special 
music. She attended Strong 
Rock Camp and volunteers 
at preteen camp and at the 
Winter Family Weekend. 
Amberly volunteered weekly 
at a hippotherapy center for 
nine semesters. She enjoys 
reading, quilting, sewing, 
knitting, baking and playing 
piano and guitar. 
Plans a�er graduation: 
Amberly plans to attend 
Georgia Regents University 
as a member of the honors 
program, double-majoring 
in forensic chemistry and 
French. What’s on her 
December 2014 bucket list? 
Winter Camp!

Theodore Kinsey 
White

Parents’ names: Dr. Allen-
Lee and Annita White
Congregation: Nashville, 
Tennessee
High school accomplishments: 
�eodore graduated with 
honors and was a member of 
the National Honor Soci-
ety. He was the equipment 
manager for the Middle 
Tennessee Heat football team 
for three years and the equip-
ment manager for the MT 
Heat basketball team for four 
years. He ran track his senior 
year, �nishing the 100-meter 
dash in 11.78 seconds. He 
was also a member of the 
NLA and HCA choir and a 
member of the Drama Club. 
He has acted in several plays 
and has been in several mov-
ies with Lifeway. He is also a 
member of the Resha’s dance 
team, in which he danced 
hip-hop and jazz.
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: �eodore loves 
anything to do with music. 
He also loves being a teen 
counselor at preteen camp.

Plans a�er graduation: 
�eodore plans to go to a 
technical school to study 
electronics.
Favorite scripture: Matthew 
18. 

Lindsey Windsor
Parents’ names: Denny and 
Joyce Windsor
Congregation: Atlanta, 
Georgia
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Lindsey enjoys go-
ing to church and having fun 
at the activities the Church 
holds. She always enjoy at-
tending or volunteering at 
the annual camps. Her hob-
bies include art—drawing 
and painting digitally and 
traditionally—cra�s, video 
games and volunteering at 
animal shelters. She enjoys 
drawing every day, and she 
bakes frequently, perfecting 
old recipes or trying out new 
ones and putting her own 
spin on them.
Plans a�er graduation: Lind-
sey plans to attend Georgia 
State University and possibly 
transfer to Savannah Col-

lege of Art and Design in the 
future to pursue a Bachelor 
of Fine Arts degree, most 
likely majoring in illustration 
or sequential art.

Emma Claire 
Wright 

Parents’ names: Lisa and 
Kevin Wright
Congregation: Je�erson, 
Georgia
High school accomplish-
ments: Emma was a Beta 
Club member and competed 
on the debate team. She was 
a member of the Student 
Government, Writing Club 
and Leadership Institute. 
Emma participated in math 
and Spanish competitions 
at Lenoir-Rhyne College. 
She volunteered at a classical 
radio station as well as an 
assisted living facility.
Church activities/hobbies/
interests: Emma serves the 
local congregation by assist-
ing as a sound technician 
and is active in the teen Bible 
study program. Reading, 
video games and traveling 
are her favorite activities. She 
plans to visit New York City 
this summer and also attend 
Strong Rock Camp for the 
third year.
Plans a�er graduation: In 
the fall she will resume her 
college studies at Lanier 
Technical College’s Oak-
wood campus, where she 
is studying web design and 
development. She is a smart, 
young woman with a kind, 
friendly personality. She is 
loved by her congregation, 
and they congratulate her on 
her graduation and accom-
plishments. 

Theodore White Lindsey Windsor
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Growing up with two older 
brothers enabled me to get a 
lot of hand-me-downs! Used 
blue jeans, shirts and shoes 
were all passed down the 

line to me—and that was at a time when 
having “worn” denims wasn’t a fashion 
statement! 

But one of the other things handed 
down to me was exposure to foul lan-
guage. Oh, I’m not saying my brothers 
used it a lot—but they surely knew a bad 
word when they heard it. And, if we chose 
to use any “four-letter words,” we made 
sure we said them away from where our 
parents or other adults could hear. We 
knew that if they heard us using that kind 
of language, we would face the dreaded 
threat of getting our mouths washed out 
with soap!

But times have changed. 
Today, profanity is commonplace at 

school, on the job, in movies, on TV and 
in music. Some consider it a sign of in-
dependence and growing up. Vulgar and 
profane expressions are so widely accept-
ed and used that we may even feel pres-
sured to use this form of language in order 
to blend in with others.

�e fact is, bad language is used ev-
ery day to embellish stories, to tell jokes, 
to express disapproval, to put someone 
down—as well as to express anger, frus-
tration or pain. With profane language 
being used so o�en in our society, it is 
all too easy to accept it as normal in our 
everyday discourse. Even if we don’t use 
profane language ourselves, we may have 

come to accept it because we hear it so of-
ten.

To be clear, God does not condone the 
use of profanity or foul language, and He 
addresses the subject in His Word.

�e apostle Paul refers to the use of 
profanity in Colossians 3 when describing 
how a Christian should act. In verse 8 he 
says, “But now you yourselves are to put 
o� all these: anger, wrath, malice, blas-
phemy, �lthy language out of your mouth.”

As members of God’s Church, we must 
put �lthy language out of our mouth—
completely remove it from the word 
choices we make. Foul words should never 
come out of the mouth of a Christian.

Clean the heart, not the 
tongue

Had my mother actually followed up 
on her threat to wash my mouth out with 
soap, it would not have really solved the 
problem. God’s Word clearly shows us 

that the source of foul language is not in 
the mouth (or tongue!), but in the human 
heart. It all boils down to what we think 
about.

Jesus Christ Himself answers the mat-
ter. “How can you, being evil, speak good 
things? For out of the abundance of the 

heart the mouth speaks. A good man 
out of the good treasure of his heart 

brings forth good things, and an 
evil man out of the evil treasure 
brings forth evil things” (Mat-
thew 12:34-35).

It is how we think and what 
we think about that is the ori-
gin of the foul language and 
evil words that are eventually 
spoken.

Paul instructed the Church, 
“Let no corrupt word proceed 

out of your mouth, but what is 
good for necessary edi�cation, that 

it may impart grace to the hearers” (Ephe-
sians 4:29). In other words, there is never a 
proper time to use such language, and the 
words that we do use should be construc-
tive and pro�table.

Take action
How can we make the change to using 

only good and edifying language?
Determine in your mind that you will 

not conform to society’s standards that 
promote the use of foul language or cuss-
ing. We must make a personal choice not 
to use any words that God or others would 
�nd o�ensive.

Resolve to use good and meaningful 
language and edifying words. Once we 
have determined not to use profanity, we 
must be committed to only using lan-
guage that will build up or in some way 
bene�t those who hear us. As we practice 
using language that is pleasing to God and 
to man, it will soon become the natural 
way we express ourselves.

Cussing and vulgar language is all too 
common in our world and di�cult to 
avoid hearing in our daily routines. How-
ever, you can make a personal choice to 
avoid using foul language in any circum-
stance. You can also express yourself in a 
way that builds up and bene�ts those who 
are listening. 

By following God’s instructions, you 
will be a light to the world—setting an ex-
ample of not only what a Christian looks 
like, but what a Christian sounds like as 
well! OA

Salt and 
Light

A Mouth 
Washed 

With Soap
Do our words really 

matter?
by doug horchak
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Q
Personal 
Contact by cecil maranville

Answer: Cultural attitudes about this aspect of morality have changed in recent 
years. Changes in what is considered “acceptable” behavior seem to be occurring more rap-
idly due to the dramatic growth of technology. 

Nevertheless, we are concerned for you for a number of reasons. One of the reasons for 
concern is that the human mind does not function on the basis of what people around us 
consider normal, but rather on the basis of how God designed the mind. 

Just as eating healthy foods and drinking pure water are major determinants of our 
physical health, so also our “mental diet” is a major determinant of our mental, psychologi-
cal and spiritual health. If the modern culture suddenly decided that eating decayed food 
and drinking polluted water was acceptable, it wouldn’t change the fact that doing so would 
make people terribly ill! Human opinion doesn’t change the design of the body. Similarly, 
regardless of cultural attitudes, watching pornography is equally toxic for the mind.

In this life, watching pornography has a damaging  e�ect on your ability to have a happy, 
stable marriage. Statistically, a married person with this habit is more likely to fail at his or 
her marriage. �e data doesn’t lie, regardless of how passionately someone might disagree 
with it. Obviously, the same statistics mean that a single person who watches pornography is 
also damaging his or her ability to be successful in any future marriage relationship. 

One of the evils of this habit is its highly addictive quality. By nature, the mind of a per-
son watching pornography is never satis�ed. To the contrary, the mind always wants more 
pornography. Consider what this means: Watching pornography rules you; you do not rule 
it. 

Even more serious than the damage done to human relationships, the habit of watching 
pornography serves to destroy your ability to ful�ll the purpose for which you are alive. It is 
God’s hope that you will become an eternal child in His family, but that requires the ability 
to develop His character or nature. And the pathway to that objective is spelled out in the 
10 Commandments. Watching pornography breaks the Seventh Commandment, which 
governs human sexual behavior. It is a sin. If not repented of at the time of judgment, God 
would say, “�ere is no future for this person. He has destroyed his ability for Me to make 
him a permanent member of My family.” 

Many people mistakenly think that implies torment in hell�re, but that’s not the biblical 
teaching. �e Bible teaches that just as a potter has to throw away a project that is ruined, 
God has to destroy (cause to cease to exist) any human being who rejects God’s way of life.

You have to choose whether you will take charge of what goes into your mind, for the 
sake of your physical and your eternal future. God’s Word gives life-changing direc-
tion, which we present in these articles: “Freedom From Addiction,” “Is Pornography 
Sin?” “Pornography” and “Adultery: Seventh Commandment” on the Life, Hope & Truth 
website. It will not take a lot of your time to read them, but these articles are well worth 
the e�ort. �en please keep in touch with us. We are deeply concerned about you and the 
people in your life.  OA

Question: Is It Bad That I Watch Pornography?

By nature, 
the mind of a 
person watching 
pornography is 
never satisfied. 
To the contrary, 
the mind always 
wants more 
pornography. 
Consider what 
this means: 
Watching 
pornography 
rules you; you 
do not rule it. 

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/sin/freedom-from-addiction/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/10-commandments/adultery-seventh-commandment/is-pornography-sin/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/10-commandments/adultery-seventh-commandment/is-pornography-sin/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/sin/freedom-from-addiction/pornography/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/10-commandments/adultery-seventh-commandment
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News     From the Congregations

Keith Porter with his wife, JoAnn, and his children, JoAnna, Amanda and Wesley; Jim 
and Sharron Franks, Dee and Clyde Kilough, and Tanya and Doug Horchak

�e Miami, 
Florida, congre-
gation celebrated 
the 95th birthday 
of Wanda Rand 
on March 22, 
2014, with a pot-
luck luncheon, 
cake and 
owers. 

Wanda 
Zasucha was 
born on March 

19, 1919, in Aberdeen, Washington. Her 
parents emigrated from Poland, and she 
was the third of three children. She mar-
ried Charles Rand in 1939 and had four 
children, Richard, Janis, Roger and Bar-
bara. She now has 10 grandchildren and 
nine great-grandchildren. She was baptized 
in 1963 and has been a faithful member of 
God’s Church ever since. 

Wanda is still independent and has her 
own condo in a retirement community 
with a full calendar of activities and out-
ings. She loves to play bridge and always 
attends the Saturday night dances. 

Judy Rand

Miami, Florida
Congregation Celebrates 
Member’s 95th Birthday

On Pentecost, June 8, 2014, Keith Porter 
and Anna Ricks (pictured on page 23) were 
ordained deacon and deaconess in the 
Little Rock, Arkansas, congregation.

Mr. Porter has been married to JoAnn 
Porter for 18 years. �ey have three chil-
dren, JoAnna, Amanda and Wesley. As a 
father, Mr. Porter always strives to pass on 
the heart of true service to his children. 
He currently works at Arkansas Children’s 
Hospital as the desktop support man-
ager.  Mr. Porter enjoys being able to serve 
whenever possible. He leads songs, gives 
sermonettes and runs the sound equip-
ment for Sabbath services. He is also able 
to use his technical abilities to maintain 

Little Rock, Arkansas
Deacon and Deaconess 

Ordained

the congregational websites for both Little 
Rock and Sedgwick.

Anna Ricks has been a member of the 
Church of God for 39 years and has been 
married to Charles Ricks for 20 years. 
She has three children, one of whom is a 
member of the Church in California. She 
has �ve grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren. Mrs. Ricks is always willing 
to serve the congregation. She makes 

ower arrangements for services and is 
instrumental in the congregation’s monthly 
potluck. �e Ricks have opened their home 
many times for Church events such as 
Passover, Night to Be Much Observed and 
church cookouts.

Dallas, Texas
Headquarters O�ce Holds 

40th Anniversary Celebration

�e Allen o�ce commemorated three 
wedding anniversaries on June 13, 2014. 
Our three administrators—president Jim 

Franks and his wife, Sharron; Media opera-
tion manager Clyde Kilough and his wife, 
Dee; and Ministerial Services operation 
manager Doug Horchak and his wife, 
Tanya—all celebrated 40 years of marriage 
in May and June. 

Cake and cupcakes were served in the 
Foundation Institute lunchroom in honor 
of the couples. Each was given a photo 
frame with congratulatory messages from 
the o�ce sta� written on the mat. 

Jim and Sharron Franks were married 
on May 4, 1974. �ey have three daughters 
and four grandchildren. �ey have served 
in the ministry for 41 years.

Clyde and Dee Kilough were married on 
June 2, 1974. �ey have a son and daughter, 
three grandchildren and another on the 
way. �ey have served in the ministry for 
39 years.

Doug and Tanya Horchak were married 
June 4, 1974. �ey have two daughters and 
one son as well as two grandchildren. �ey 
have served in the ministry for 39 years.

Elizabeth Cannon Glasgow
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On May 17, 2014, Johnathan Armstrong 
of Little Rock, Arkansas, walked across 
the stage at University of Arkansas at 
Little Rock (UALR) to receive his Ph.D. in 
applied science–physics. His doctoral dis-
sertation, “Solution Processed Cu(In,Ga)
S2 �in Film and Nanowire Photovoltaics,” 
focused on the optimization and improve-
ment of specialized solar cells and making 
them more environmentally friendly by re-
placing toxic elements with nontoxic ones. 

He previously received his Master of 
Science degree in physics from UALR in 
2013 and his bachelor’s degree in physics 
from Henderson State University in 2009. 

His mother and stepfather, Pam and 
Barney Rehm, and several other fam-
ily members were there to celebrate the 
culmination of his educational journey. 
Johnathan is currently pursuing career op-

Little Rock, Arkansas
Member Earns Ph.D. in 

Physics

�e East Texas congregation congratu-
lated three college graduates.

Cassie Ann Richards, daughter of Eric 
and Nancy Case, graduated from the Uni-
versity of Texas at Dallas with a Bachelor of 
Arts and Humanities degree in historical 
studies. Her future plans are to be a high 
school teacher. Cassie graduated summa 
cum laude and was a member of the Phi 
Kappa Phi Honor Society.

Jedediah (Jed) Lawrence Drumm and 
Jessica Rachel Drumm, son and daughter 
of Nancy Diraison of the East Texas con-
gregation, both graduated from Northeast 

East Texas
Congregation Congratulates 

College Grads

�e Van Buren, Arkansas, congrega-
tion surprised Calihand Allen with a cake 
a�er Sabbath services on May 17, 2014, 
in celebration of her graduation from 
Arkansas Technical University at Ozark. 
She obtained an associate degree in applied 
science specializing in human resources.

Aurora Gossett
Photo by Bill Gossett

Van Buren, Arkansas
Member Graduates With 

Associate’s Degree

College Graduates
Clockwise from top left Adrienne Greene; Johnathan Armstrong; Cassie Richards; Calihand Allen 

with Mary and Tom Clark; Jessica and Jed Drumm

Adrienne Greene of the Stockton, 
California, congregation graduated from 
the University of California, Berkeley, with 
a Ph.D. in molecular and cell biology with 
an emphasis in cell and developmental 
biology and biophysics. 

During her time at Berkeley, she has 
been very involved in promoting diver-
sity in science and has been a part of a 
grassroots e�ort to create and implement 
a program prioritizing graduate student 
well-being in the life sciences. She was 
awarded a fellowship from the Department 
of Defense’s National Defense Science and 
Engineering Graduate Fellowship to sup-
port her graduate research.  

Adrienne has accepted a position at 
Sandia National Laboratories in Albu-
querque, New Mexico, where she plans 
to move later this summer and continue 
to do research in a biophysics laboratory. 
Ultimately, she is considering pursuing a 
professorship at a small university.

Adrienne’s other interests include snow 
skiing, hiking, backpacking, running and 
cycling—outside activity! She also enjoys 
sharing her musical skills, both as a piano 
accompanist and a choir member.

Stockton, California
Congregation Congratulates 

New Ph.D. Graduate

portunities in the engineering or research 
�eld. 

We celebrate his accomplishment and 
congratulate him on attaining such a pres-
tigious degree. We pray for his continued 
success. 

Keith Porter

Texas Community College on Dec. 13, 
2013. Jed completed an applied science 
degree in welding, earning corresponding 
certi�cates. Jessica received her Associate 
of Arts degree and is continuing studies 
towards her Bachelor of Arts in graphic 
design. Jessica graduated as a Presidential 
Scholar, maintaining a 4.0 GPA �ve semes-
ters in a row and is a member of the Phi 
�eta Kappa Honors Society. She has also 
served as president of the Film Club.

Nancy Diraison
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BAPTISMS

Nick Ragusin of the Victoria, Texas, 
congregation was baptized Sunday, April 
6, 2014, by Jack Hendren, in the bay at 
Port O’Connor. Several members of the 
congregation were present for this wonder-
ful event.

Jack Hendren baptizes Nick Ragusin

Matt and Rebecca Keener of the Cin-
cinnati/Dayton, Ohio, congregation are 
excited to announce the birth of their �rst 
child, Evelyne Rose Keener (called “Evie” 
by her parents). Evie was born on April 16, 
2014, weighing 7 pounds 2 ounces.

Announcements

BIRTHS

Little Avery Lee Barker was born to 
Monica and Gary Barker at 10:19 p.m. on 
May 20, 2014, weighing in at 7 pounds 3.5 
ounces and measuring 19 inches long. �is 
is the �rst baby born in the London, Ken-
tucky, congregation of the Church of God, 
a Worldwide Association.

 Judy Swanson

Rufus Wooten cuddles his new little grandson 
Avery Barker at his �rst Sabbath services

Isaac Tranquada

Andrew and Amy Tranquada are 
delighted to announce the birth of their 
son Isaac Pierce Tranquada. Isaac was born 
unexpectedly on Feb. 18, 2014—�ve weeks 
before his due date— weighing 5 pounds 
4 ounces and measuring 19½ inches long. 
Despite his early debut into the world, 
he never needed to be admitted into the 
NICU, which was a great blessing. Isaac 
never lacks kisses and a�ection from his 
two older brothers, Luke and Joseph.

Isaac and his family attend the Roa-
noke, Virginia, congregation.

Mary Lallier

Sydney Toye Proctor was baptized Feb. 
24, 2014, by Steve Moody of the Memphis 
congregation. Vivian Moody, along with 
Sydney’s family—Ken, Mary Pat, Chris 
and Melissa Proctor and her grandmother, 
Lucy Girard—witnessed the event. She 
was baptized at her home and a�erwards 
celebrated with a special family dinner. 

We are so proud of all her accomplish-
ments—this being the most important! We 
gladly welcome her to God’s family! 

Mary Pat Proctor

Sydney Proctor

Evelyne Rose Keener 

Seth Mongbeh

With joy, Radcli� and Faye Mongbeh 
announce the baptism of their son Seth 
Mongbeh. Seth was baptized on Sunday, 
June 1, 2014, before family and friends at 
the home of Dennis and Diane Garland. 
Seth’s baptism was conducted by James 
Hae�ele, the pastor of the South Florida 
congregations, with Richard Rand and 
Dennis Garland assisting. Seth entered 
the water as “a child of one called” and 
emerged as “a son of God”!
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Radcli� and Faye Mongbeh celebrated 
their silver wedding anniversary on May 
28, 2014.

Radcli� was baptized in the Nether-
lands in 1982, and Faye was baptized in 
Miami, Florida, in 1985. �ey met in 1986 
at the Feast of Tabernacles in Ghana, and 
the couple was wed three years later a�er 
a deacons and elders meeting in Accra, 
Ghana.  

�e Mongbehs have lived in the South 
Florida area since 1991 and have two sons, 
Seth and Emory, who are both attend-
ing Florida International University with 
majors in mechanical engineering. 

�e Mongbehs attend the Miami, 
Florida, congregation where they serve in 
various capacities.

ANNIVERSARIES

Harold N. Shonyo, 87, died on May 15, 
2014. Mr. Shonyo came into God’s Church 
60 years ago. He and his wife, Margaret, 
and their children, Donna, Patricia and 
Dwight, attended services of the Pasadena, 
California, congregation, which were held 
in the Ambassador College Library and 
later moved to the Shakespeare Club. As 
a senior scientist, physicist and aerospace 
engineer, he contributed substantially to 
his industry, moving around the United 
States for various government contracts 
until he began working for Boeing in Bel-
levue, Washington. �ey resided there for 
over 20 years.

A�er Mrs. Shonyo’s death in 2009, Mr. 
Shonyo moved to Fairfax, Virginia, to be 
closer to their daughter Donna. He lived 
in a nursing facility for 4½ years where he 
received required care until his death. 

Harold and Margaret are survived by 
three children and eight grandchildren. 

Linda Bacheller

Harold Shonyo

OBITUARIES

We encourage members to send 
announcements to be featured in One 
Accord. We feature events in members’ lives, 
including baptisms, births, engagements, 
weddings, significant anniversaries (25, 40, 
50, 60, etc.), graduations and obituaries. 
Typically they run between 50 and 100 
words; however, we ask that all submissions 
stay under 250 words. Please submit a high-
resolution color photo along with the written 

copy to your congregation’s reporter.

�e Cincinnati/Dayton, Ohio, con-
gregation recently recognized the 50th 
wedding anniversary of members John and 
Jane Metzger with cake and many con-
gratulations. 

�ey were married April 24, 1964, and 
came into the Church together in Febru-
ary 1965. John was in the Air Force at the 
time and le� the service as a conscientious 
objector. Both John and Jane came from 
families where a happy marriage was not 
the norm and really appreciated having 
good examples of marriage available to 
them among Church members. 

�ey have a daughter, Michelle, and a 
son, Eric, as well as four grandchildren. 

John’s favorite thing about Jane is that 
she is a giver and generous. Jane’s favor-
ite thing about John is his ready smile 
and quick humor. John’s advice to young 
couples is to “be all that you can be; don’t 
put things o�!” Jane advises young couples 
to “be very patient and always talk things 
out.”

Jennifer Foster
Jane and John Metzger circa 1985; the 

Metzgers at their 50th anniversary celebration

Charles and Anna Ricks of the Little 
Rock, Arkansas, congregation celebrated 
their 20th wedding anniversary on June 4, 
2014. �eir paths crossed at a church dance 
in Birmingham, Alabama, in 1990. When 
Anna got home from the dance, just as she 
was walking in the door, her phone rang. It 
was Charles, and over the next 332 days he 
never skipped a day calling her. Anna says 
it was the beginning of a plan God set in 
motion. She moved to Conway, Arkansas, 
in the summer of 1992, and they married 
in June of 1994. We wish the Ricks many 
more years of happiness together.  

Keith PorterAnna and Charles Ricks

Faye and Radcli� Mongbeh
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