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tThis column is set aside each month for me to 
write on a topic of my choosing. I am always hope-
ful, and praying constantly, that it won’t be from my 
perspective but that it will be from God’s perspective. 
What I think or how I feel is insignificant unless it is 
in line with what God thinks and how He feels. The 
Christian life is really one of getting into alignment 
with God. It is an experience of learning and grow-
ing. None of us can say that we have achieved perfec-
tion, but we must always be trying.

This month has a major highlight in the Day of 
Pentecost. It was on this day almost 2,000 years ago 
that we mark the beginning of the New Testament 
Church. It wasn’t the beginning of God’s work on the 
earth. We know that before the “foundation of the 
world,” God had determined that Jesus Christ would 
come to this earth and give His life for mankind 
(Revelation 13:8). In that sense, you can say that the 
work of God has always been going on, but a signifi-
cant change did occur on the Day of Pentecost in 
A.D. 31. The Church as we know it began that very 
day, only a few weeks after the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. 

If you could go back to that time and experience 
what those first members experienced, what would it 
be like? Acts 2 records the story of that Pentecost. We 
find a description of the Church in verses 41-47 as it 
existed during those early days.  

Here are some of the descriptive phrases re-
corded by Luke from that time: They “gladly received 
his word … continued steadfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, 
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personal from the president

and in prayers. Then fear came upon every soul. … 
[Believers] had all things in common, and sold their 
possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as 
anyone had need. So continuing daily with one accord 
in the temple, … they ate their food with gladness and 
simplicity of heart, praising God and having favor with 
all the people.” I have highlighted a few of the words 
that were used by Luke to describe that first congrega-
tion. 

If you were to describe the ideal church congrega-
tion today, what would it look like? I believe we would 
all agree that you can’t go wrong if you repeat the 
description found here in Acts 2. One could say that 
for the past almost 2,000 years God’s people have 
been striving to get back to this description of the 
Church. I would encourage each of us to continue 
making the effort to be like that early Church as we 
celebrate another holy day, approximately 1,983 years 
from when it all began. 

I want to wish all of you a wonderful Day of 
Pentecost! May God bless you and your family, and 
may you continue to support our efforts to preach the 
gospel (good news) to a spiritually darkened world. 
And please pray that God will call more people to 
be part of this very special spiritual organism-the 
Church of God!

Where It All Began
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News Foundation Institute Graduation

HE THIRD WEEKEND OF MAY WAS A   
very exciting—yet bittersweet—weekend in 
Dallas! On the evening of May 17, 16 students 
graduated from Foundation Institute, Center for 
Biblical Education. This is FI’s second graduating 
class in its short history. 

Students marked the end of their nine months 
of studies at FI on May 15 with David Johnson 
completing his course on the Epistles of Paul. At 

the end of that last class, the students officially finished 
over 800 hours of classroom time! After class, the FI 
students and headquarters office staff enjoyed a delicious 
Texas-style beef brisket lunch provided by the office staff, 

assisted by visiting pitmaster Justin Glasgow.  
Most of this year’s class lived in close 

proximity to each other at the FI-sponsored 
apartments, giving them the opportunity to 
spend literally thousands of hours together 
throughout their nine months attending FI. 
This class built especially close bonds with 
each other due to their time together having 
group meals, study sessions, game nights 
and other activities. 

The graduation weekend kicked off on Friday evening, 
May 16, with a banana split reception for the graduating 
students, their visiting families and the headquarters staff. 
This provided parents and families of the students the op-
portunity to see the classroom where the students studied 
for nine months. 

On May 17 the Dallas congregation hosted the stu-
dents and their families at Sabbath services. FI student 
Courtney Hall delivered the sermonette. Mr. Hall thanked 
members of the Dallas congregation for their hospitality 
and support and spoke about using the gifts we have been 

given to serve others. The baccalaureate sermon was given 
by President Jim Franks who encouraged the students to 
move forward from their FI experience with vision. Fol-
lowing services, the students and faculty gathered outside 
the meeting hall for class pictures.

That evening, over 100 gathered for the graduation 
dinner and ceremony held at the Plano Centre. The gradu-
ation ceremony began after sunset with Mr. Johnson 
serving as master of ceremonies. The keynote address was 
presented by Student Affairs officer Clyde Kilough, who 
encouraged the graduates to strive to become instruments 
God could use to write the future of the Church.

After the keynote address, certificates were awarded 
to the 16 students who successfully completed the pro-
gram: Erick Berduo, Kelsey Black, Michelle Braidic, Caleb 
Breidenthal, Crystal Buchanan, Jane Carpenter, Courtney 
Hall, Rita Holmes, Glade Pennington, Amanda Rupp, 
Rose Schifferdecker, Jake Stoner, Brad Swanson, Jacob 
White, Daniel Vernaud and Chantelle West.  

Following the ceremony, the student body presented 
special gifts of appreciation to instructors Ralph Levy and 
David Johnson. A gift of appreciation was also presented 
to Rose Schifferdecker. Mrs. Schifferdecker was an instru-
mental part of this year’s FI class—preparing group meals 
and spearheading regular student visits to the shut-ins in 
the Dallas area. 

The 2013-2014 class of FI set a great example of togeth-
erness, hospitality and service. The office staff and Dallas 
congregation will miss them and wish them success in 
their future endeavors. 

FI is already preparing for the 2014-2015 class. If you 
are interested in attending Foundation Institute, please 
download an application at foundationinstitute.org or con-
tact David Johnson (david.johnson@cogwa.org). OA

The Second Class of  
Foundation Institute Graduates 

by erik jones

To apply to  
Foundation  

Institute, go to 
foundation 

institute.org

T

http://foundationinstitute.org/
mailto:david.johnson%40cogwa.org?subject=
http://www.foundationoutreachintl.org
http://www.foundationoutreachintl.org
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Aug. 19 
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Feb. 22
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barbecue

Sept. 6 
Shofar 
practice

Oct. 31 
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First Friday 
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anniversary
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foi jordan spring holy day trip

In mid-April, seven 
visitors from the United 
States journeyed to the 

Middle East to visit the five 
volunteers of Foundation 
Outreach International’s 

Jordan Project.
by karen claunch

T he Foundation 
Outreach International 
volunteers welcomed sev-
en visitors to Jordan April 
11 to 22, 2014, to observe 
Passover and Days of 
Unleavened Bread and to 

take part in a once-in-a-lifetime traveling 
and sightseeing opportunity. Our visitors 
included Bryan and Rhonda Waddle, along 
with their three sons, Harrison, Jackson 
and Anderson. Rhonda serves on the board 
of FOI. Also visiting were Oregon pas-
tor David Register and Tamara Schwartz, 
whose sister Leslie Bosserman is a volun-
teer here in Jordan. Over the course of two 
weeks, we explored Jerusalem, northern 
Israel, southern Jordan and the city of Am-
man, Jordan. It was a rigorous—but happy 
and edifying—time as we met history face-
to-face and learned some helpful lessons.

It’s not my intention to recount a jour-
ney you may have heard before-where 
we traveled and exactly what we saw and 
the precise historical significance of each 
location. The major sites are still the same: 
the Western Wall, the Temple Mount, the 
Sea of Galilee, the ancient city of Petra and 
the Dead Sea. The only things that have 
changed over time are the modern political 
boundaries. So rather than exposit about 
our stops and their significance in his-
tory, which you can study at your leisure 
with different media, I would rather share 
with you some of the lessons our group 
learned—lessons that may only be experi-
enced by close contact with the region.

The Middle East is beautiful
While the tendency is to imagine the 

region as some kind of desolate waste-
land where people live in a desert full of 
rocks and dirt, it is actually very lush and 
verdant in some parts. Don’t make the 
mistake of discounting the desert, though! 
When meeting the sky, the mountains 
and endless sand show colors that cannot 
be matched anywhere on earth, saturated 
reds and blues that only a master Designer 
could have imagined and created.

When we crossed the border from 
Jordan into Israel, everyone perked up at 
seeing the white desert against a sharp blue 
sky. The same was true when we toured the 
“Rose Red City” of Petra, where the red and 
orange of the desert melt into all shades of 
the color spectrum. It was clear that God’s 
creativity does not confine beautiful land-
scapes to the forested ones.

We took time to enjoy more than one 
sunset, whether in Petra overlooking the 
mountains or in Tiberias at the Sea of 
Galilee. It was relaxing and rejuvenating to 
see the beauty embodied in so many places, 
and we only wished we had more time to 
appreciate them.

The people in the Middle East 
are beautiful

As we traveled from Amman to Jeru-
salem to Tiberias to Wadi Musa (Petra) 
and then back to Amman, we had the 
opportunity to interact with dozens of 
locals, all of whom made us feel welcome in 
their countries and their homes. Whether 
Israeli Jews or Palestinians or Jordanian 
Arabs, everyone we encountered made us 
feel as if their country was open to us. They 
freely helped us with directions, settle into 
housing, avoid leavening. Everyone was 
extremely accommodating and never grew 
impatient with us.

These comments are not meant to gloss 
over the fact that there is old and deep 
conflict here. It’s not something that could 
be realistically hidden. One could write 
volumes on the historical and ongoing 
political strife and the violence. However, 
when it comes to visitors—especially to 
those who are empathetic towards ten-
sion in the area—the locals were equally 
respectful and incredibly hospitable.

Lessons 
From the 
Middle 

East

The Treasury peeks out  (left) 
from the entrance of the Siq 
passage (below) in Petra
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Focusing on God and our 
relationship with Him

The third and most important lesson 
we took away from our journey was at the 
heart of many conversations that occurred 
many times over during the course of our 
trip. Regardless of where we visited, how 
impressed we were with tall buildings and 
“authentic” manuscripts, or how ancient 
something was, none of those interesting 
artifacts superseded our need to focus on 
God and continually build our one-on-one 
relationship with Him. If anything, the 
first two lessons only affirmed this. 

While in Jerusalem, I fell in love 
with the architecture. Being there was 
very helpful to understand the dis-
tances between the different mountains 
around the city (and they definitely feel 
mountainous when traveling by foot). 
But instead of feeling any particular 
peacefulness or any widespread rever-
ence for God, I mostly felt the political 
tension for which the area is known. For 
example, one day we saw a calm display 
of power from the Israeli Defense Force 
in the palisade next to the Western Wall 
because local Palestinians had been 
throwing rocks on the Temple Mount. I 
was reminded of Isaiah 64:10: “Your holy 
cities are a wilderness, Zion is a wilder-
ness,” which certainly felt true.

Many of the locations we visited—Gol-
gotha, the Garden Tomb, Mount Nebo—
have important biblical significance, and 
we were happy to visit those places. But 
none of them could be 100-percent con-
firmed as the exact location of where Christ 
was crucified, where His body was laid or 
where Moses looked into the Promised 
Land. 

But that’s okay! The point of seeing 
these sites is not to build up our faith; 
instead, I like to think of those possible 
locations and the “authentic” artifacts as 
ornaments for my walk with God, not the 
foundation stones.

Despite all of the sightseeing we ac-
complished, our priorities during our trip 
were God’s commanded times of assem-
bly—first, Passover and renewing our com-
mitment to God through Christ. Then we 
turned our focus to not only putting sin out 
of our lives but to putting righteousness in, 
to continue letting our lights shine as godly 
examples of God’s way of life. It was easier 
to imagine what our physical surroundings 
might have looked like in Christ’s time as 
we observed these convocations, but what 
made them special (especially as volunteers 
who have had only four other brethren in 
the area for a year) was having others to 
celebrate and fellowship with during this 
significant time of year. OA

Spending the holy days in 
the Holy Land
Clockwise from the top right Volunteers and 
visitors enjoy dinner on the Night to Be Much 
Observed; the Jordan volunteers—Karen 
Claunch, Leslie and Joel Bosserman, Rebecca 
McNair and Kathleen Giza—in front of the 
Treasury in Petra; the Waddle family on Mount 
Nebo; the visitors float in the Dead Sea;  
volunteer Kathleen Giza shares a laugh with 
Harrison and Anderson on the Sea of Galilee; 
tourist trinkets hang in a booth in Petra (photos 
by Karen Claunch)
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spring pastoral trip to french africa

Mauritius
I began my trip on April 2, flying to the island of Mauritius 

in the Indian Ocean, off the coast of Madagascar. I spent the 
Sabbath with four members of the Church in the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Jocelyn Prodigue. These members are isolated by 
distance and only receive a pastoral visit two or three times 
a year. Our brethren on Mauritius are more comfortable 
speaking French, but they do speak English as well. So if you 

ever wish to spend the Feast in a beautiful 
paradise, with a great tourist infrastructure, 
some of the world’s most beautiful beaches, 
and where your presence will make a very big 
difference to brethren, then please consider 
transferring to Mauritius!

Reunion
My next stop was Reunion Island, just 

140 miles to the east. Mr. and Mrs. Laval 
Prodigue live on this island, which is an 
overseas department of France. They have 
been faithful members of the Church for 
many years. On the Sabbath day they meet 

with their son and daughter-in-law to sing hymns and listen to 
a recorded sermon downloaded from the Internet. Again, be-
cause of distance, they don’t receive many visits, so every time 
I can stop there it is very meaningful and encouraging. 

Rwanda
The next stop was Rwanda, where our elder, Mr. Mundeli, 

and I drove to the region of Kayenzi, where the smaller of two 
Rwandan congregations meets in a refurbished room in a farm 
building on a parcel belonging to the Mundelis. It was my first 
visit since the room had been remodeled, and I was very happy 
to see they have a clean, quality room in which to meet on the 
Sabbath.

Daniel Harper, an elder who speaks French well, arrived 
from Seattle on Friday night. He took an unpaid leave of ab-
sence for three weeks to assist me on this trip. On the Sabbath 
we made the two-hour journey up in the mountains to the 

village of Giti. During the service, we enjoyed several pieces of 
special music sung in Kinyarwanda, and then Mr. Harper gave 
a sermon in French, which was translated phrase by phrase 
into the local language.

Sunday afternoon we traveled to Lake Muhazi for the 
Passover service. A total of 21 people took the Passover on the 
shores of the lake, under the light provided by a dim light bulb 
powered by a diesel generator behind the house. Outside we 
could hear the frogs and insects that play the night music of 
equatorial Africa.

On Monday we took Mr. Harper to visit two genocide me-
morials in villages not far from Kigali. These former Catho-
lic churches were the scene of terrible massacres in 1994, as 
fearful people came seeking sanctuary only to be mercilessly 
slaughtered. We also visited the Kigali Genocide Memorial, the 
final resting place of a quarter of a million people! 

On the first day of Unleavened Bread, we returned to Giti, 
where we had arranged a treat for our brethren. A team of 
cooks we hired prepared goat brochettes for our festival meal. 
Most Rwandans can’t afford to eat meat more than a few times 
a year, so this was quite special. Mr. and Mrs. Burumé, from 
eastern Congo, had made the arduous trip from Bukavu to 
celebrate the holy days with us. Their region has seen much 
war and upset in the past years, so it was very good to see them 
safe and well.

Burundi
From Rwanda we flew to neighboring Burundi. We had 

a few hours in the afternoon to show Mr. Harper the local 
museum and cultural center, which has displays of indigenous 
wildlife, including huge crocodiles and highly poisonous 
snakes.

Go Ye Therefore
Joel Meeker recounts his five-week  

trip to visit brethren in eight  
countries across Africa.

by joel meeker

Joel Meeker beside the 
Congo River

Daniel Harper on the bank 
of the Congo River

Go to the 
Church of God, 

a Worldwide 
Association 

Facebook 
page to see 

more photos 
from this trip

D uring the months of April And 
may, I visited members and interested people in 
eight countries in the African zone. 
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The next two days we drove north each 
morning to the region of Mugina near the 
borders of Congo and Rwanda. We spent 
all of Friday in baptismal counseling. Our 
elder in Burundi, Nathan Mukeshimana, 
had been working diligently with the 
prospective members, but I do the final 
counseling to help our brethren get off to 
the best start possible. It was a long day; we 
saw 14 prospective members in individual 
counseling sessions, 10 of whom were 
ready.

We began Sabbath morning with the 
baptisms. I asked Mr. Mukeshimana and 
Mr. Harper to perform the actual baptisms, 
and then the three of us laid hands on each 
one and asked God to grant them the gift 
of His Holy Spirit.

During the church service, which 
included three combined congregations, 
there was special music performed by 
all three chorales, lasting more than half 
an hour. People don’t live by the clock in 
Burundi, and they have plenty of time! 
Again we offered our brethren a good meal 
including some beef, courtesy of generous 
brethren. 

Congo
Later at 1:30 a.m. we caught flights 

to Kinshasa, arriving in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo late in the morning. 
My suitcase didn’t arrive, so I had to make 
do for several days with what I had in my 
carry-on bag.

We celebrated the last day of Unleav-
ened Bread with 88 adults and 45 children. 
Before the service, we had a meeting with 
the young adults, of whom there are many. 
After the service, I had an initial baptism 
counseling session with 12 new people.

During our time in Congo we visited 
a number of members and prospective 
members living in and around Kinshasa. 
There are quite a few new people attending 
services who have come to the Church as a 
result of the examples of Church brethren. 
I had an organizational meeting with the 
local leadership and some individual coun-
seling sessions. My suitcase finally arrived 
about a day before we were to leave Congo!

Togo
Our next stop was Togo in West Africa, 

where we had an organizational meeting 

with the local leadership. We had a Bible 
study and a question-and-answer session 
for the small congregation. We also shared 
a very nice meal, prepared by the ladies, 
under the night sky of Lomé.

Côte d’Ivoire
The final French-speaking country on 

our itinerary was Côte d’Ivoire. We spent 
the Sabbath with the small group in the vil-
lage of La Mé on the outskirts of Abidjan. 
After the service, we fellowshipped and 
shared a meal prepared by the ladies. We 
also talked with two young women who are 
interested in baptism.

On Sunday morning we started out 
early in a four-wheel drive vehicle for the 
seven-hour drive up to the region of Man 
in west-central Côte d’Ivoire. Man is near 
the border with Guinea, which is where 
an Ebola outbreak was occurring. One 
precaution local health authorities were 
suggesting was to avoid eating bat soup and 
agouti (a very large rodent). We were happy 
to comply!

Upon arrival, we immediately began 
visiting with interested people in Man. The 

Across Africa
Clockwise from top left Brethren in Mauritius; Daniel Harper speaks with a translator in Giti, Rwanda; young adult Bible study in Kinshasa, Congo; the 

youth group in Kinshasa; Daniel Harper gives a Bible study in Togo; the three elders present perform the laying on of hands of a newly baptized member 
in Mugina, Burundi; brethren sing hymns in Giti, Rwanda; the Prodigues in Reunion; Joel Meeker conducts baptism counseling in Mugina, Burundi
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next day was spent out in the bush, visiting groups of people who have 
been attending Bible studies or Sabbath services. Most are very new to 
the truth of the Bible, but they are sincerely interested. We can hope 
many are being called by God. In several villages, we were received by 
the village chief who welcomed us and gave us the keys to the village 
so that we could come and go and teach freely.

In the last village we visited, the village authorities “dressed” Mr. 
Harper, presenting him with a robe of honor to commemorate his 
visit.

The next day we drove back down to Abidjan where Mr. Harper 
had to catch his flights to Paris and Seattle. I had two more days in 
Côte d’Ivoire during which I continued baptismal counseling and 
held a day of leadership training seminars for our local leaders.

Ghana
On Friday I flew on to Accra in Ghana where I was welcomed by 

Tom Clark and Leon and Reba Walker. We loaded my luggage in with 
theirs and made the drive down the coast to Elmina where we would 
hold a conference for the six pastors and their wives who serve our 
brethren in Ghana.

On the Sabbath, Mr. Walker and I gave split sermons in the 
Elmina congregation in the morning and the Agona congregation in 
the afternoon. It was a very full and very hot day!

Sunday through noon on Tuesday, we held a conference that had a 
special emphasis on strengthening marriages. Mr. Walker and I first 
gave updates on the regions we serve in order to help our pastors in 
Ghana have a larger view of the Church.

We gave seminars on topics including:
1. What every pastor’s wife should know.
2. Keys to strengthen your marriage.
3. The Bible teaching about marrying outside the faith.
4. The Bible teaching about masculine and feminine roles.
5. Keys to pastoral counseling.
6. Preaching principles from 2 Timothy 4.
There was also a great deal of questions and discussion. 
After the conference, the pastors and wives began their trips back 

to their homes. Mr. Clark and I took the Walkers to visit two  
European-built castles that were used in the slave trade hundreds of 
years ago. They are always sobering visits. 

Finally Wednesday, we traveled back to Accra to catch our various 
flights home, arriving sometime late Thursday. I was very happy to re-
turn to my patient wife whose commitment to the work of the Church 
allows me to make these long pastoral trips.

Thank you for the support of your prayers for those of us who 
travel on behalf of the Church of God! OA

Read Joel Meeker’s travel blog at tinyurl.com/JMAfrica14.

Clockwise from top left Daniel Harper receives an honorary robe in Man, 
Côte d’Ivoire; bathtime in La Mé, Côte d’Ivoire; chicken dinner in Man; 

special music in Elmina, Ghana; Mr. and Mrs. Reuel Dima at the conference 
in Ghana; Tom Clark teaches at the conference in Ghana
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Q
Personal 
Contact by cecil maranville

answer: We share your concerns about wanting good government, but we have 
no recommendations about specific candidates in the upcoming British election. You see, 
the organization that sponsors LifeHopeandTruth.com—the Church of God, a Worldwide 
Association—is nonpolitical. If you look at our articles and blogs with this in mind, you will 
notice that we seek to avoid taking a political stance. 

Because our blogs in particular often reference current events, it might seem to some read-
ers that we are for or against a particular political matter in a specific country. In actuality, 
we are using those events to turn the reader’s focus in a different direction. We want them 
to view the world through the unique prism of the gospel of the Kingdom of God. Jesus 
preached this gospel, but in spite of the fact that probably every reader the New Testament 
knows this, few people realize that His message was about government.

“Gospel” is an old English word meaning “good news.” Mark’s Gospel reports the begin-
ning of Jesus’ public ministry: “Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom 
of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and 
believe in the gospel’” (Mark 1:14-15). In other words, Jesus was saying, “I have good news for 
you. The Kingdom of God is near. Change the way you think and believe what I am telling 
you.”

This gospel is a theme running throughout the Bible, not something newly introduced by 
Jesus. When one mentions “government,” people in the Western world today probably think 
in terms of democracies, although there are a few remaining monarchies. In plain language, 
the Kingdom of God is a monarchal government. Thinking of it in those terms might help 
readers of the Bible recall that the Bible calls Jesus a king, the title literally written on the robe 
He wears when He returns to the earth (Revelation 19:16).

Consider what that implies. So far, we have seen two of the four aspects required for a gov-
ernment: (1) a ruler—Christ and (2) the territory the government rules over—the earth. The 
remaining aspects required for a government are (3) laws or a constitution and (4) citizens. 

These are revealed in the context of these famous words: “They shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4). This quote actually comes from a 
prophecy about the coming Messiah. Read the words just preceding Isaiah 2:4: “Many people 
shall come and say, ‘Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of 
the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.’ For out of Zion 
shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He [Jesus Christ] shall judge 
between the nations, and rebuke many people” (Isaiah 2:3-4). 

The laws, then, are God’s laws, the 10 Commandments and related laws; the citizens are 
“the nations,” the people living on earth.

See “The Kingdom of God: The Best News You Could Hear!” on our website LifeHopean-
dTruth.com. You will find a list of eye-opening articles in the related “Topics” column at the 
right of the page hosting this article. 

Good government is beyond the capacity of any human or group of humans, regardless of 
who the leaders are or how they govern. The bad news is that good government is not coming 
through the next election. The good news is that the government you hope for is coming; 
these articles show how. OA

Question: I am 75 years old and voted against the 
United Kingdom joining the European Common Market. 
Therefore, I would like to vote for a candidate who would 
vote for us to come out of the EU now. I live in Edinburgh, 
so could you advise who the best person would be please? 

We want the 
reader to view 
the world 
through the 
unique prism of 
the gospel of 
the Kingdom of 
God. 

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/prophecy/kingdom-of-god/
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portraits of faith

Our Christian family consists of many members. We 
read in Romans 12:4-5: “For as we have many mem-
bers in one body, but all the members do not have 
the same function, so we, being many, are one body 
in Christ, and individually members of one another.” 

What happens when our function in the Body changes? 
There is a special part of our Christian family that has experi-

enced a drastic change in function. Some members of this part of 
the Body are seniors among us, and some are younger members. 
The change I’m referring to is the loss of a mate.

What is life as a Christian like after becoming a widow or wid-
ower? Many of our fellow family members experience this in their 
lifetime, and the Bible admonishes us to take special care of this 
group of brethren: “Pure and undefiled religion before God and 
the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and 
to keep oneself unspotted from the world” (James 1:27).

I have seen several of my fellow family members become wid-
owed in the last several years. They have shown an impressive ex-
ample as their function in their physical family, as well as in their 
spiritual family, has changed. I asked these family members about 
their experiences to see what I could learn from their examples.

Careful what you say?
Is there anything that we should be certain we don’t say or do in 

a widow’s or widower’s presence, especially directly after the death 
of a mate? One widow advised, “Please tell people to come talk to 
me. I don’t want them to worry so much about what they say that 

they stay away from me!”  
None of us is perfect, so please reach out and talk to our widows 

and widowers in the Church.  
“Treat us normally. Don’t keep feeling sorry for us,” said an-

other.  If you have a memory of a widow’s or widower’s deceased 
mate that you wish to share, especially a happy memory, please do 
so. He or she will enjoy these memories.

“Nothing can offend if you look to the heart. There you can see 
the love and caring and sincerity.”

At the other end of the spectrum, however, many think that 
those who are widowed should never be left alone. This kind 
thought is very much appreciated, but the key is balance. “I’m a 
private person,” one widow told me. “I appreciate people calling, 
but I really don’t like talking on the phone that much.” Include our 
widowed family members and help them as needed. Do call them, 
invite them to events, bring them food and offer help in other 
ways; however, make an effort to sense a person’s needs, which 
may include some time alone.

Leading a fulfilled life
I asked our widows how they continue to lead a full life on their 

own. “Get out of the house and do something for someone else,” 
one widow said. “Do some volunteer work. Visit those who are less 
fortunate and more in need than you are.” 

Those who enjoy making others happy are sometimes surprised 
by what it can do for them! Of course, some widows and widow-
ers have physical challenges that prevent them from doing some 
things, but we can sincerely appreciate what they can do— 
praying for others who are in need, calling people or sending cards 
of encouragement.

Challenges to being alone
What are the challenges that our widows face? “Being home 

alone in the evenings and cooking and eating alone,” said one 
widow. Others mentioned how difficult it is to make all of the deci-
sions alone, without having one’s trusted adviser.

Another widow summed it up: “I realize I will never have the 
same relationship [with someone else that I had] with my mate …
in this physical life—that is something nobody can replace.”

Best advice
I also asked for advice about what practical things we can do for 

the widows and widowers in our congregation. Here is a sample of 
their suggestions:

• “It is great to be included in outings for lunch, movies or what-
ever the plans are.”

• “Brethren really do go out of their way to treat the widows 
nicely.”

• “I love the fresh produce, which is offered to me from those 
who have gardens!” 

• “I really appreciate those who come over and help me fix 
things in my house.” 

The best advice to us from one of the widows touched on our 
spiritual perspective: “Trust in God! He has a plan for us and 
knows what is best for us.” OA

Barbara Lee (far left) with some of the widows and widowers in her 
congregation: Ruth Swisher, Marvin Davis, Heinke Lee, Elmer Monson, 
Jane Gorman, Vonnie Schroeder and Gatha Williams (seated)

A Special Part of 
the Family

One member shares valuable life 
lessons from several brethren who have 

experienced a drastic change in their lives.
by barbara lee
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News     From the Congregations

On Tuesday, April 15, 2014, the first day 
of the Days of Unleavened Bread, we were 
pleased to ordain Bill Gossett as an elder 
serving in the ministry of Jesus Christ!  

Bill and Aurora Gossett have been 
very willing to travel around and serve 
the brethren in various ways, and we are 
pleased that he can add ministerial duties 
to that list, providing comfort and encour-
agement to God’s people in the western 
Arkansas congregations!  

Tom Clark

Van Buren, Arkansas
Elder Ordained

Jack Willoughby, Charles May, Aurora and Bill Gossett, Mary and 
Tom Clark (photo by Laura LaRavia); Graham Henderson works 
as the end table maître d’ at the Buffalo Mother’s Day brunch

On the Sabbath of May 10, 2014, the 
men from the Buffalo, New York, congre-
gation, under the direction of pastor Scott 
Lord, held their first Mother’s Day brunch 
at the church hall.

The men served as cooks and wait staff 
for the women of the congregation, who 
enjoyed a wide variety of breakfast foods as 
well as fellowship.

Several of the men also volunteered to 
honor them with a short speech at the end 
of the meal. Cletus Kraft provided cut flow-
ers from his personal garden as a gift. More 
such events will be planned in the future. 

Stephan Koenig

Buffalo, New York
Mother’s Day Brunch

On the last day of Unleavened Bread, 
the Roanoke, Virginia, congregation said 
an emotional good-bye to their longtime 
pastor John Foster, his wife, Susan, and 
their daughter, Amy. Mr. Foster, who had 
served as the area’s pastor since June 17, 
2000 (and as pastor of West Virginia’s 
Princeton and Charleston congregations 

Roanoke, Virginia
An Emotional Farewell to 

Longtime Pastor

since Oct. 28, 1995), will be replacing the 
recently retired Richard Pinelli as pastor of 
the St. Louis and Rolla, Missouri, congre-
gations. 

In commemoration of their many years 
of service, the three congregations present-
ed the Fosters with a plaque that thanked 
them “for their many years of dedicated 
and faithful service to the Church and peo-
ple of God” and expressed the hope that 
“God continues to bless you and fulfill your 
ministry.” The plaque 
ended with Numbers 
6:24-26, which reads, 
“The Lord bless you 
and keep you; the 
Lord make His face 
shine upon you, and 
be gracious to you; the 
Lord lift up His coun-
tenance upon you, and 
give you peace.”

During his time in 
Roanoke, Mr. Foster 
conducted many bap-
tisms and marriages 
and blessed many little 

children; and although he and his family 
will be transferring to another congrega-
tion, they will certainly be leaving behind 
memories to last a lifetime. 

The Roanoke congregation wishes them 
the very best with their new assignment 
and hopes they will find ample opportunity 
to fill this next chapter of their lives with 
many wonderful new memories.

Jeremy Lallier

Fairley Burks (deacon), Annie and Don Shaw (local elder), 
John, Sue and Amy Foster, and Van Hanson (deacon) 
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“To everything there is a season, a time 
for every purpose under heaven.” It seems 
such a short time ago that Richard and 
Mary Pinelli arrived in the St. Louis, Mis-
souri, area to begin their last pastorate, a 
circuit serving St. Louis and Rolla, before 
retiring from the full-time ministry. Their 
assignment would last for two years, and 
it was obvious from the beginning they 
intended to make the most of it.

Immediately their congregations began 
to enjoy the fruits of a lifetime of pastoral 
experience: meaty sermons, focused men-
toring and education, leadership training, 
wise counseling and demonstrations of 
love for each congregation. 

On April 26, 2014, the time arrived for 
friends and family to officially mark the 
end of 50 years of dedicated service and 

to say good-bye, as the Pinellis prepared 
to begin their retirement with family in 
California. Over 130 people gathered for 
Sabbath services at the Holiday Inn Route 
66 in St. Louis, followed by a hospitality 
hour and banquet in the couple’s honor. 

Months of planning climaxed in a 
moving tribute to two faithful servants. 
Guest speakers Clyde Kilough and Jim 
Franks shared remembrances as well as 
timely sermons: Mr. Kilough’s on “Look-
ing Back, Taking Stock, Moving On,” and 
Mr. Franks’ on “Works of Service.” Doug 
Horchak presented the Pinellis with an 
inscribed gift on behalf of the Church of 
God, a Worldwide Association. An exqui-
site handcrafted memory book containing 
scores of pictures and reminiscences from 
fellow ministers, past associates and mem-
bers, as well as an elegant Wendell August 
serving tray and a silver stopwatch with 
the inscription “Always watchful” from the 
local speakers rounded out the presenta-
tion of gifts. 

At evening’s end, brethren bid a heart-
felt farewell to Richard and Mary Pinelli.

Karen Meeker

St. Louis and Rolla, 
Missouri

 Missouri Brethren Honor 
Retiring Pastor

BAPTISMS

The Cincinnati/Dayton, Ohio, congre-
gation has three baptisms to announce!

Tatiana Meeker was baptized Dec. 25, 
2013, by her father, Joel Meeker, during 
the Winter Family Weekend. Tatiana is 
the fourth generation in her family to be 
a member of God’s Church. Growing up 
in the Church, she had always planned 
to get baptized one day, but seeing God 
work with her specifically and answer her 
prayers spurred her even more to move 
forward.

Drew English and Robin Sweet were 
both baptized in Cincinnati on April 6, 
2014, by Lyle Welty. Drew has grown up 
in the Church, the third generation in his 
family. His decision to be baptized came 
from the realization that he could not rely 
on himself to fix all of his problems or 
work through trials. He needed God’s Holy 
Spirit to guide him and help him overcome. 

Robin has been attending Church of 
God services since 2005. She had experi-
ence with many different churches in 
mainstream Christianity in the past but 
began to question some of their practices 
after personally studying the Bible. Robin 
wanted to keep the Feasts of God that she 
was reading about. She found the congre-
gation listed in a booklet; and, after contin-
ued attendance, study and counseling, she 
came to understand her need for baptism. 
She is the only member of her family in 
God’s Church but a most welcome addition 
to the family of God. 

Jennifer Foster
Photo by Eric Jeffords

Tatiana Meeker, Robin Sweet and Drew English

Announcements

Eileen Pinelli (Richard Pinelli’s sister), Richard and Mary Pinelli, 
and Debbie and Jon Pinelli; a peek into the scrapbook of 

memories  presented to the Pinellis
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BIRTHS

Evelyn Mirigian

Mark and Micah Mirigian, of San Jose, 
California, along with grandparents, Karen 
Hazelip Bradley (Phoenix, Arizona) and 
Dave and Hiromi Mirigian (Oakland, Cali-
fornia) are thrilled to announce the birth of 
their first child, Evelyn Gabrielle. She was 
born on Jan. 29, 2014, weighing 8 pounds 
11 ounces and measuring 20½ inches long. 
Evelyn is the first Mirigian girl born in 
over 40 years and is the first grandchild for 
Karen and first great-grandchild for the 
Hazelip family. Glory be to God!

On Saturday, March 29, 2014, the 
Queens, New York, congregation welcomed 
three new people into the Church. 

 Some 47 years ago, Orleane Moorgan 
heard about the truth from her brother, 
Errol. At the time, it didn’t register. She had 
her own beliefs, having been brought up in 
the Anglican Church in the Co-operative 
Republic of Guyana (formerly British 
Guiana). However, when she moved to New 
York City, she learned that the Anglican 
Church was the Episcopalian Church and 
had almost the same doctrines as the Ro-
man Catholic Church! Since it was nothing 
more than a copy, she figured it best to 
worship at the original, the Roman Catho-
lic Church. Her husband refused to go with 
her, so she told him to pick where to wor-
ship God, and they would go together. He 
chose the Lutheran Church. 

Finally, in 2012, Errol invited her to join 
him and his family at the Feast of Taberna-
cles in Jamaica. It was here that she became 
convicted of the truth when she learned of 
God’s step-by-step plan of salvation for all 
people. “They were so precise in what they 
taught, exactly from the Scripture!” she 
recalls. “I had never heard that before from 
anyone, any church, anywhere!” From that 
point on, she attended with the Church of 
God, a Worldwide Association. 

Her husband accepted her choice until 
she decided to be baptized, when he heard 
negative reports circulating about the 
Church and our doctrines. But Orleane 
insisted, “It doesn’t come from anywhere 
else than the same Bible we all read. Ev-
erything is quoted from the Bible. Other 
churches never let you know the plan for 
mankind!” God’s plan made the difference 
in her life. Orleane’s 
favorite passage is 
the Sermon on the 
Mount. 

Eufemia Marca-
toma, 61, from Lima, 
Peru, was invited by 
her brother to attend 
church services 
in the Worldwide 
Church of God in 
1995. Initially, she 
declined, but her 
son said, “If you 
don’t accept, you 
won’t know what 
you’re missing.” She 
changed her mind, 
closed her store 
and accepted her 
brother’s invita-
tion. After three or 

four Sabbaths, the church split occurred, 
but Eufemia didn’t know enough about 
the truth to make an informed decision. 
Gradually, the pieces started to fall into 
place, beginning with the Sabbath, and she 
began to believe on her own.

 Over time, Eufemia’s husband and sons 
came to New York City, and she eventu-
ally joined them here in August of 2008. 
She wanted to regularly attend the United 
Church of God services in Flushing, but 
logistics became an issue. She was afraid of 
taking public transportation. Her husband 
offered to take her, but only after he made 
his Saturday round of deliveries, which 
she felt would constitute working on the 
Sabbath. She stopped attending until 2011, 
when she learned of the COGWA con-
gregation in nearby Astoria. Eufemia has 
attended regularly since. Remarkably, her 
husband has become more supportive of 
her since her baptism. 

Jonathan David Gaal, 27, from Long 
Island City, was raised in the Church, 
but stopped attending when Worldwide 
Church of God split. The Sabbath became 
a relaxing, TV-watching day until one 
morning he felt especially “religious.” One 
Sabbath while his father Nicholas got ready 
for services, Jonathan opened his Bible and 
began reading, falling upon the parable 
of the 10 virgins. Suddenly, the meaning 
of the scripture clicked in his mind, and 
he realized he was running out of time. 
Immediately, he asked Nicholas to wait as 
he got ready for services and has attended 
ever since. He advises others not to rush, 
to build a firm foundation and to count the 
cost for the greatest decision of your life. 

R. Norrod 

Queens pastor Kevin Epps with Eufemia Marcatoma, Orleane Moorgan, 
Jonathan Gaal and local elder Alan Wheeler

Briere  Delaney 
presents her son 
Elijah

The Buffalo, New York, congregation is 
pleased to announce the newest addition to 
their Church family. Elijah John Delaney 
was born on April 15, 2014, at 4:54 a.m., 
weighing 6 pounds 7 ounces and measur-
ing 20¾ inches long. Proud parents are 
Briere and Noah Delaney.
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It’s time again to sign up for the annual 
Parkerburg, West Virginia, ox roast!

Join us on June 28 and 29 for a weekend of great 
food and even better fellowship. Sabbath services 
will begin at 3 p.m. on June 28, featuring our guest 
speaker Doug Horchak. Then at 6 p.m. the ox roast 
begins. In addition to the main course, we will 
also serve salad, potatoes, vegetable side dishes, 
baked beans, rolls and dessert. Please be sure to 
bring your personal hymnal, a lawn chair, nice-
casual clothes for Sabbath services, a nonalcoholic 
beverage, salad or dessert and, if possible, an ice 
chest filled with ice.

On Sunday, June 29, we will spend the day 
swimming and having fun at the Marietta Aquatic 
Center.

You are welcome to camp on Friday and 
Saturday night; however, you will have to provide 
your own food for all meals except for the Saturday 
night ox roast, Sunday breakfast and Sunday 
dinner. Hamburgers and hot dogs will be served at 
the Harpers’ farm after the Sunday activity.

We can’t wait for you to come! Please pray for 
a safe and happy weekend, as well as beautiful 
weather!

Ox ROast Only
$5 per person
$20 per family

Weekend
$25 per person (includes ox roast, Sunday 

morning breakfast, Sunday activity and 
Sunday dinner)

CRaIG and alI HaRpeR
356 Peacock Lane

Davisville, WV 26142
arharper356@yahoo.com

304-488-4765

Ox Roast
PLEASE INDICATE THE NUMBERS BELOW:

  ____ OX ROAST ONLY
 ____ OX ROAST AND SUNDAY ACTIVITY

PLEASE INCLUDE THE NAMES OF ALL ATTENDING  
AND INCLUDE AGES OF THE CHILDREN:

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

Make checks payable to:
Church of God, Parkersburg

Send checks to:
Elbert Cline

172 Leachtown Lane
Walker, WV 26180

PARKERSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA


