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aAs a Church, we are awash in acronyms! So, one 
more shouldn’t hurt! The acronym YALW stands for 
Young Adult Leadership Weekend. For the second year 
in a row, the Church of God, a Worldwide Association, 
sponsored these special activities over Presidents’ Day 
weekend (Feb. 14-16). 

This year we had simultaneous activities in seven 
different cities. With only a few exceptions, the schedule 
was the same in each city. The goal of these weekends is 
to instruct, inspire and encourage our young adults to 
become more involved in the work of the Church.

This year we had 340 attendees who loosely fit in the 
category of young adult. Since we didn’t want to exclude 
anyone desiring to attend the activities, we were very 
generous with the upper age limit.

The theme for the 2014 weekend was “Salt of the 
Earth: Christian Leadership by Example.” During the 
course of the weekend we had six seminars plus a spe-
cial Sabbath service devoted to the theme. The titles of 
the seminars in each of the seven cities were:

• The Power of Example: Leadership People See.
• Is God Getting Squeezed Out? Keeping First Things 

First.
• Steering Clear: In the World, But Not of the World.
• Modesty (for the women); Dealing With Lust in a 

Provocative World (for the men).
• “I Believe … Uh?” Being Ready to Give an Answer.
• Not Just Clean … Pure! Striving for Purity in a Pol-

luted World.
We were able to webcast three of the seminars to all 

sites, either live or by recorded delay. 
The cities chosen this year were Atlanta, Branson, 

Columbus, Dallas, Los Angeles, Minneapolis and 
Portland. The largest groups were in Dallas, Atlanta and 
Columbus. Sharron and I were in Columbus, and I left 
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personal from the president

encouraged and deeply impressed by the quality and 
attitude of those who attended. They seemed willing to 
invest their time in spiritual matters and to seek more 
serving opportunities in the Church. We are all excited 
about the impact this will have on the Church in the 
future.

We will continue to plan these weekends on an an-
nual basis, and next year we may add more cities to the 
list. Technology makes possible what we simply could 
not have done even a few years ago. More and more of 
these young men and women are taking leadership po-
sitions in local congregations, and many more of them 
are serving quietly behind the scenes each Sabbath. 

In the past six months we have ordained two elders 
from this group of young adults, one in his early 30s 
and one in his mid-30s. This is a very good trend for the 
future of the Church.

We are truly excited and encouraged by the in-
volvement of younger men and women in the work of 
the Church. In the history of the Church, the greatest 
advances in doing the work occurred when everyone 
participated. Our goal in the Church of God, a World-
wide Association, is to do just that: involve everyone, 
young and old alike. The YALW was one small step in 
accomplishing that goal. 

Inspiring a New Generation of Leaders
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The area around Rocklin, California, has a number of 
beautiful vineyards for Feastgoers to explore

“2014 U.S. and Caribbean Feast Site Descriptions,” page 7

Jacqui Hepburn and her husband, Hopeton, last year on his 
50th birthday before her cancer diagnosis

“Portraits of Faith: A Clean House,” page 19
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Young Adult Leadership 
Weekend Hosted in Seven 

Locations
Young adults from all over the United States learned 
how to become better leaders over Presidents’ Day 

Weekend, Feb. 14 to 16, 2014.
by erik jones

1

2

3

Over the Presidents’ Day weekend, 340 young adults 
from congregations around the United States gath-
ered at seven locations for the second annual Young 
Adult Leadership Weekend. From its inception, the 
Church of God, a Worldwide Association, has been 

committed to educating and developing its young adults—and this 
annual weekend is a major part of that initiative. 

Every year a theme is chosen as a focus for the educational 
dynamic of the weekend. Last year, the presentations focused on 
the topic of spiritual leadership through humility and service. 
This year’s theme was “Salt of the Earth: Christian Leadership by 
Example.”

Young adults gathered in Atlanta, Georgia; Branson, Missouri; 
Columbus, Ohio; Dallas, Texas; Los Angeles, California; Min-
neapolis, Minnesota; and Portland, Oregon. All sites were linked 
together via webcast for presentations from the COGWA head-
quarters leadership. 

President Jim Franks spoke from Columbus about the im-
portance and power of a Christian’s example. He encouraged the 
young adults to reflect the Church positively to the world through 
their personal examples wherever they find themselves. Doug 

Horchak spoke from Atlanta, Georgia, on practical 
ways to put God first in our lives. Clyde Kilough 
spoke from Branson, Missouri, about how to be in 
the world, but not of the world.  

“Most of the seminars were directly relevant 
to my life and my struggles,” commented one 
Columbus attendee. “I really appreciated that they 
were so targeted and specific and that they had 
clear action steps that we could implement in our 
lives.”

Other presentations were given by the local 
ministry in each respective location. Topics 
covered included modesty, dealing with lust, being ready to defend 
our beliefs and staying pure in an impure world. Mixer activities 
were provided on Saturday night at each location to help the gath-
ered young adults bond and enjoy each other’s company. 

President Franks commented, “The most impressive part of 
the weekend to me was the enthusiasm that you felt as soon as you 
walked into the room. In spite of all the trials people are going 
through, there was a genuine enthusiasm for God’s way of life and 
for the Church.” OA

3

News
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Salt of the Earth
1.  Los Angeles–Katie Roberts, Amy Sanchez, Karissa Carter

2. Portland–Zach Zimmerman gives a speech
3. Dallas–young adults take notes during the webcast message
4. Columbus–Anita Miller, Audry Bauer, Jennifer Bowman and 

Keisha McNeil 
5. Portland–men’s breakout session

6. Atlanta–Tarah Schulz, Caroline Luecke and Bonnie Smith
7. Branson–young adults listen to a seminar
8. Atlanta–Doug Horchak teaches a seminar

9. Dallas–Britton Taylor
10. Columbus–roundtable discussion

11. Minneapolis–Gary Black teaches a seminar
12. Los Angeles–taking copious notes

13. Minneapolis–learning about leadership
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tTHE FEAST OF TABERNACLES IS THE SINGLE 
most anticipated event of the year in the Church of God, but it 
is only one of the festivals that God has commanded us to keep. 
In God’s plan of salvation, it is difficult (actually impossible) to 
label one festival as more important than another. 

What if there was no Passover? How can anyone be saved 
without the sacrifice of Jesus Christ? What about the Days of 
Unleavened Bread? If we fail to remove sin from our lives, we 
have no hope of being in the family of God. Pentecost is the 
founding of the Church, the coming of the Holy Spirit and the 
sealing of the firstfruits all rolled into one. 

The Feast of Trumpets pictures the return of Jesus Christ 
and the resurrection of the saints. The Day of Atonement pic-
tures the putting away of Satan and the reconciliation of man 
with God.  

The sixth festival is the Feast of Tabernacles, which pictures 
the 1,000-year reign of Jesus Christ on the earth with His saints 
and those who survived the horrible events that take place just 
before and during the second coming of Jesus Christ. The Mil-
lennium is followed by a period of judgment. This is the eighth 
day, or, as we have traditionally referred to it, the Last Great 
Day. It represents the final day of judgment for all mankind. It 
is only after this is complete that we have the ultimate fulfill-
ment of God’s plan—the Kingdom of God, His family and His 
government for all eternity.

It should be clear that every one of God’s festivals serves a 
unique and necessary purpose in the process that we refer to as 
the plan of salvation. This is why we are commanded to observe 
all seven of the festivals. Interestingly, the term often used in 
Scripture is to “go up to the Feast.”

In Exodus 34:24 God instructed Israel that they were to “go 
up” to the festivals and while they were away He promised that 
no man would covet their land. They were to “go up to appear 
before the Lord your God three times in the year.” The festivals 
were extremely important, and the Israelites were told to leave 
behind their farms, but not to worry—God would protect them.

We are told in Zechariah 14:16 that during the Millennium 
all nations “shall go up from year to year to worship the King, 
the Lord of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles.” Once 
again, the term is to “go up to keep the Feast.”

Christ told His brothers in John 7:8 that they should “go up 
to this Feast,” but that He was not yet “going up to this Feast.” 
We know that Christ later did go up to the Feast, even at threat 
of losing His life. He went up in secret and then appeared pub-
licly at the halfway point.  

What does this term “go up to the Feast” have to do with 
anything? The term actually has both a physical and a spiritual 
aspect to it. Physically, in order to go to Jerusalem for the Feast, 
you have to “go up.” The elevation of Jerusalem is considerably 
higher than any of the surrounding countryside. Jerusalem is 
2,550 feet above sea level and just 20 miles south is the Dead 
Sea, which is 1,380 feet below sea level. Traveling into the city of 
old Jerusalem requires that you physically “go up.”

But there is more to it than just the physical concept of going 
up. It is also a fact that God selected one Mount Moriah for 
the location of the temple. Today it is known as the “Temple 
Mount.” Going up to the temple was a religious experience. Go-
ing up to the Feast is also a religious experience. Notice Zecha-
riah 14:16 again. The nations are instructed to “go up from year 
to year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts.”

Each year we must make our physical plans to “go up” to the 
Feast. For all of us, it is a journey; and for some of us, it is a long 
journey. It requires that we pay attention to the physical details 
necessary to travel to the Feast site of our choice. In making our 
physical plans for the Feast, we must be sure we do not forget 
the reason we make this journey in the first place. It isn’t to 
sightsee or visit an interesting part of the world; it is to worship 
the King, the Lord of hosts. The Feast must always be, first and 
foremost, a spiritual activity. 

I want to wish all of you a wonderful, spiritual Feast of Tab-
ernacles. Don’t forget the reason we “go up” to the Feast year 
after year!  OA

Go Up to the Feast
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by jim franks

Branson, Missouri

http://www.flickr.com/photos/bransonmo/9470628361/in/set-72157634999872706
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/%23
http://www.flickr.com/photos/crimsontideguy5280/5869159868/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/24991438%40N03/4437223837/in/photolist-7L6W4g-7L6WXk-7LaUKC-7L6Xdp-7LaUWJ-7LaVmU-7L6WMV-7L6X8a-8TA9Nq
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/
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Orange Beach
Alabama

New this year, in the south-
eastern United States we will 
hold the Feast in Orange Beach, 
Alabama, located on the Gulf 
Coast at the Florida-Alabama 
state line. We are excited about 
this new destination, which is 
home to several miles of the 
most beautiful beaches in the 
United States. According to the 
U.S. Census Bureau, the city 
has a total area of 11.4 square 
miles, 10.4 square miles of 
which is land and 1 square mile 
of which is water.

Orange Beach offers a 
wide selection of family beach 
vacation opportunities—from 
condos directly on the beach 
to just across the street, golf 
course condo communities, 
beach houses and everything in 
between.

We will be meeting at the 
Orange Beach Event Center (10 
minutes from the beach), which 
is located in a district called the 
Wharf. The Wharf is an enter-
tainment and shopping district 
that is home to a marina, 
condominiums, stores, restau-

rants, an amphitheater, movie 
theaters and a water park.  

Located 10 minutes north-
west of the Wharf is the town 
of Foley, Alabama, which offers 
a large outlet mall, many ad-
ditional restaurants and some 
excellent economy-priced hous-
ing as well.  

Orange Beach is sure to have 
something for everyone with 
its pristine beaches, numerous 
housing options, shopping, eat-
ing, entertainment options and 
attractive weather. We antici-
pate it will be our largest Feast 
site this year.  

Mark Winner

St. Peter
Barbados

The Feast venue for Barba-
dos this year is Almond Beach 
Resort, Heywoods, St. Peter, 
Barbados (almondbarbados 
.com).

Almond Beach Resort is 
an affordable, family-friendly, 
all-inclusive property on the 
prestigious West Coast of 
Barbados. The “all-inclusive” 
feature applies to all meals, 
snacks and drinks at their two 
restaurants and bars, all day 
and into the late evening, as 
well as exchange dining at the 
Sugar Cane Club’s La Salsa 
restaurant. The resort sits on 
a lovely one-kilometer (half-
mile) stretch of calm, beautiful 

beach in Heywoods, St. Peter. It 
is located only 30 minutes from 
the capital, Bridgetown, and 45 
minutes from Grantley Adams 
International Airport.

The resort’s 135 rooms, 
restaurants, conference center 
and facilities are located in the 
southern section of the former 
Almond Beach Village. Sun 
Group Hotels recently renovated 
the property, updating and 
refreshing room blocks, dining 
areas, pools and children’s areas 
for its reopening as a four-star 
standard. A soft opening took 
place on Jan. 16, 2014. Renova-
tions to the conference center 
will be completed in the spring.

If you are interested in at-
tending and would like more 
information, please contact 
Arnold Hampton at arnold.
hampton@cogwa.org.

Arnold Hampton

Rocklin
California

We will once again be ob-
serving the Feast of Tabernacles 
in Rocklin, California, an 
energetic and growing, family-
oriented community nestled 
in the foothills of the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains. Located off 
I-80 northeast of Sacramento, 
30 minutes from downtown or 
the Sacramento International 
Airport, Rocklin is within easy 
driving range of Lake Tahoe, 

San Francisco or the Napa Val-
ley wine country (all less than 
two hours away).

Nearby attractions include 
Old Sacramento with its highly 
rated train museum; the State 
Capitol; the Gold Rush Trail, 
featuring numerous historic 
towns and mining-related 
activities; the American River 
and Folsom Lake; a variety of 
vineyards and orchards; plus a 
range of excellent restaurants, 
shopping venues and family 
attractions (miniature golf, go-
karts, ice- and roller-skating, 
bouncing and trampolining 
complexes, climbing walls, hik-
ing and river rafting, to name 
a few!)

Many reasonably priced 
suite hotels (most featur-
ing kitchens and including 
hot breakfasts) are available 
nearby.

Located in a quiet residen-
tial setting, services will be held 
at the Rocklin Event Center, 
which offers an attractive and 
airy auditorium capable of seat-
ing over 400. With seating at 
round tables for over 70, a glass 
wall opening to a lovely terrace 
and garden, and an adjacent 
commercial kitchen allowing 
us to serve an array of food at 
substantial savings, the center’s 
Sunset Room became a popular 
gathering place for daily fellow-
ship and refreshments before 
and after services last year! 

2014 Feast of Tabernacles  
U.S. and Caribbean Site Descriptions  

Registration begins April 20 · feast.cogwa.org

Orange Beach, 
Alabama

St. Peter,  
Barbados

http://www.almondbarbados%0A.com
http://www.almondbarbados%0A.com
mailto:arnold.hampton%40cogwa.org?subject=Feast%20of%20Tabernacles-Barbados
mailto:arnold.hampton%40cogwa.org?subject=Feast%20of%20Tabernacles-Barbados
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A recent remodel will give us 
access to a teen game room and 
additional restrooms and meet-
ing space this year.

Ken Giese

Steamboat Springs
Colorado

Nestled at 6,700 feet next to 
the Park Range in the upper 
Yampa River Valley, the town 
of Steamboat Springs offers a 
number of attributes attractive 
to Feastgoers. 

Steamboat Springs features 
restaurants in every price range. 
Some of these are high-end. 
Recreational opportuni-
ties abound: hiking, fishing 
(including guided trips), hot 
air ballooning, rock climbing, 
ice-skating, golf, miniature golf, 
horseback riding and ATV rid-
ing, to name a few. An excellent 
hiking and biking trail runs 
along the Yampa River. Some of 
the better attractions to visit are 
Fish Creek Falls, Old Town Hot 
Springs and three nearby state 
parks (Steamboat Lake, Stage-
coach Lake and Pearl Lake). 

While other housing options 
will be available, we hope most 
attendees will consider using 
our host hotel, the Steamboat 
Sheraton, as their accommoda-
tion of choice for their own con-
venience and for the advantage 
it affords the Church in cost and 
future negotiations.

Services will be held in the 
ballroom beginning Wednesday 
night, Oct. 8, at 7:30 p.m.

Larry Neff

Ocho Rios
Jamaica

The Feast site in Jamaica will 
again be the Sunset Jamaica 
Grande Resort and Spa. This 
hotel has a superb beachfront 
location in the celebrated 
Ocho Rios resort area and is 
an all-inclusive property—that 
is, all your food and drink are 
included in the cost of your 
stay. Rates are as low as US$153, 
double occupancy.

The Sunset Jamaica Grande 
Resort and Spa is an ideal vaca-

tion retreat for the whole family. 
Kids enjoy Club Mongoose, a 
free program for those aged 2 to 
7; and Jamstone entertains chil-
dren aged 8 to 12 free of charge. 
Guests can enjoy the sensational 
lighthouse waterslides; and five 
swimming pools—complete 
with plunge pools, waterfalls 
and a meandering river—wait 
to cool you off. The hotel has 
tennis courts, a variety of water 
sports and an array of activi-
ties for your enjoyment. It also 
has five restaurants, two beach 
grills and eight bars to choose 
from. Guests can relax at any of 
the food and beverage outlets or 
simply lounge on the beach.

Nearby is the world-famous 
Dunn’s River Falls and other 
exciting tourist attractions.  

Herchial Fisher

Branson
Missouri

The beauty and tranquility 
of the Ozark hills have beck-
oned visitors for over 100 years. 
Harold Wright’s book Shepherd 
of the Hills, which later became 
a movie, increased the interest. 
The warmth and friendliness 
of the people make folks feel at 
home. Overlay that warmth and 
tranquility with a vibrant area 
like Branson, and you have a 
wonderful location for the Feast 
of Tabernacles. 

Beautiful mountain and lake 
settings, live music shows, and 
shopping at Branson Landing 
or the outlet malls are only a 
few of the attractions. There are 
also six golf courses, seven or 
eight zip-line/adventure tours, 
plus numerous miniature golf 
courses and go-kart tracks for 
the younger ages. 

Whether you are active or 
want to simply relax in the 
midst of God’s creation, Bran-
son has something to attract 
everyone. We offer a full range 
of economical housing, ranging 
from motels to first-class hotels 
and from cabins and houses to 
condos. 

Services will once again 
be held at the White House 
Theatre, which offers a state-of-

Ocho Rios, 
Jamaica

Pigeon Forge,
Tennessee

Sheboygan, 
Wisconsin

Lake Harmony, 
Pennsylvania

Galveston, 
Texas

Steamboat 
Springs, Colorado

picandrew/CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

http://www.flickr.com/photos/picandrew/5109304960/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/
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the-art theater with a separate 
section in the theater for fami-
lies with children, so they can 
be comfortable and still be part 
of the service. 

Daytime temperatures are 
generally in the 60s to low 70s, 
and nighttime temperatures are 
about 45 to 55.

Mike Blackwell

Lake Harmony
Pennsylvania

“The Pocono Mountains 
are famous not only for their 
natural scenic beauty, but 
for the variety of activities 
available to visitors. … Lake 
Harmony promises a true 
Pennsylvania mountain expe-
rience” (tripadvisor.com). 

There are a variety of 
on-location indoor activities, 
such as a pool, water park 
(“H2Oooohh!”), arcade, bowl-
ing, fitness center, basketball, 
tennis and billiards. There are 
also enjoyable outdoor options, 
such as paddle boats, miniature 
golf, a 27-hole golf course, Seg-
way rentals, volleyball, softball 
and a playground. These help 
provide a fun-filled Family Day. 

Nearby family attractions 
include the Boulder Field at 
Hickory Run State Park and the 
historic town of Jim Thorpe. 
And about two hours away are 
several tourist attractions, such 
as the Amish tours of Lancast-
er, Pennsylvania; Independence 
Hall in Philadelphia; and the 
Empire State Building in New 
York City. 

An assortment of very good 
restaurants is located in sur-
rounding communities. For 
your dining convenience, the 
Galleria hotel has a restaurant, 
pizzeria and ice cream parlor. 
Church services are held in the 
Galleria. For more information, 
see splitrockresort.com.

Kevin Epps

Pigeon Forge
Tennessee

Arguably, one of the pretti-
est states east of the Mississippi 
is Tennessee. Nestled in the 

foothills of the Smoky Moun-
tains is the town of Pigeon 
Forge. For the past two years, 
Pigeon Forge has been the larg-
est Feast site in the U.S. We’re 
expecting it to be one of the 
larger sites again this year.

With the Feast of Taber-
nacles taking place in October, 
you’ll be able to enjoy the 
beautiful fall colors from a 
number of hiking trails within 
a short distance of downtown. 
The Little Pigeon River flows 
right out of the Great Smoky 
Mountain National Forest 
through the middle of Pigeon 
Forge. Quality family time, 
good family entertainment, a 
wide selection of restaurants 
and plenty of shopping are just 
some of the reasons you’ll love 
Pigeon Forge.  

The area is known for its 
many crafts stores, its wonder-
ful musicians and its countless 
go-kart tracks and miniature 
golf courses. Additionally, 
in neighboring Gatlinburg 
you and your family can take 
in Ripley’s Aquarium of the 
Smokies.

Bruce Gore

Galveston
Texas

The city of Galveston will 
be the new site for the Feast of 
Tabernacles in Texas in 2014. 
This city, which covers two is-
lands, is just a 50-minute drive 
south of Houston. Much of the 
area has been rebuilt following 
Hurricane Ike in 2008.

The Galveston Island Con-
vention Center is where servic-
es will be held. This modern fa-
cility sits on Galveston’s famous 
Seawall Boulevard overlooking 
the Gulf of Mexico. The beauti-
fully appointed convention 
center has wireless Internet. It 
also provides complimentary 
shuttle service to and from 
contracted hotels as well as free, 
on-site parking. 

More than 2,100 guest 
rooms are located within two 
miles of the convention center. 
The rooms range from hotel 
rooms to condos and are avail-

able at all price levels. As for 
recreation, outdoor activities 
include boating, fishing, golf 
and surfing. 

The Galveston.com website 
recommends a number of at-
tractions for visitors, including 
The Grand 1894 Opera House, 
ranked among the nation’s fin-
est historical theaters; Harbor 
Tours, offering dolphin watch-
ing; Moody Gardens, featuring 
a 1.5 million-gallon aquarium 
pyramid, a 3-D IMAX theater, 
tropical rainforest pyramid 
and a Ridefilm Theater; and the 
new, year-round Schlitterbahn 
Waterpark, the first facility of 
its kind and a wonderful family 
destination. 

David Treybig

Sheboygan
Wisconsin

Enjoy beautiful sunrises on 
Lake Michigan’s horizon and 
explore the beautiful fall colors 
in nearby Wisconsin state 
parks and along the lakeshore 
at Blue Harbor Resort. 

Attractions in the Sheboy-
gan area include the world-
famous Kohler Design Center, 
the John Michael Kohler Arts 
Center and the American 
Club—one of 25 Forbes Travel 
Guide five-star restaurants in 
the U.S. Rent a charter boat and 
enjoy quality fishing for trout 
and salmon on Lake Michigan, 
or visit historic Lambeau Field 
and the Packer Hall of Fame. 
For children, the Above & 
Beyond Children’s Museum is 
nearby, and Bookworm Gar-
dens features gardens based on 
over 70 children’s books.  

For golf enthusiasts, nearby 
is a Jack Nicklaus–designed 
course named “The Bull”—
one of Golf Digest’s “Top 100 
Public Golf Courses for 2011” 
and Whistling Straits Golf 
Course—home of the 2004 and 
2010 PGA Championship. 

Learn more about the 
Blue Harbor Resort at 
blueharborresort.com 
and about Sheyboygan at 
visitsheboygan.com.   

Michael Hanisko

Africa
Mugina, Burundi 
Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire
Man, Côte d’Ivoire 
Kinshasa, Democratic 

Republic of the Congo  
Abrem-Agona, Ghana
Elmina, Ghana
Migori, Kenya
Malawi
Flic-en-Flac, Mauritius
Muhazi, Rwanda 
Hermanus, South Africa  
Uvongo, South Africa
Kpalimé, Togo  
Zambia
Tuli Camp, Bulawayo, 

Zimbabwe

Asia/Pacific
Coffs Harbour, Australia 
Pacific Harbour, Fiji 
Kolkata, India 
Taupo, New Zealand 
Baguio City, Philippines 
Negombo, Sri Lanka 

Europe
Orbey, France 
Ashebourne, Ireland 

Latin America
Carlos Paz, Argentina
Cochabamba, Bolivia
Lican Ray, Chile
El Rodadero, Santa 

Marta, Colombia 
Antigua, Guatemala
Mazatlán, Mexico 
Huanchaco, Peru 

Registration 
begins  
April 20 

feast 
.cogwa 

.org

International 
Feast Sites

http://www.tripadvisor.com
http://www.splitrockresort.com
http://www.Galveston.com
http://www.blueharborresort.com
http://www.visitsheboygan.com
http://www.visitsheboygan.com
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international updates

On Jan. 24, 2014, my wife, Vetina, and I visited the brethren 
in Gokwe, Zimbabwe.

Our journey started at 4 a.m. We wanted to cover the first 
160 kilometers (99 miles) while it was still dark, as council 
workers are always trying to repair this part of the road. It had 
not rained for almost a month, so we wanted to take advantage 
of the dry spell and go to see the members.

We made good time on the trip, and it took us only eight 
hours to reach Gokwe. We got stuck in the sand only three 
times. We brought a shovel with us to help remove the sand 
when the vehicle got stuck. We passed by our members’ 
crops—maize and groundnut (peanut) fields—and it was clear 
that the crops needed rain.

Meeting with the brethren
Most of our members were there except for those from 

Mbungu, who had to travel 23 kilometers (14 miles) on foot. 
They arrived just before sunset, tired and hungry from the 
journey. My wife had brought mealie-meal, bread and vegeta-
bles; and the ladies who were present cooked food for us all.

Although we were tired, we talked until late.
Early next morning I was told that six people wanted to talk 

to us. All of them were children and relatives of our members, 
and they wanted to attend services with us.

I knew I had to be very careful in counseling these people. 
Were they coming here for food, or did they genuinely want to 
know the truth? Our people’s lives in this part of the country 
have changed. Many do notice these changes, and they want to 
be part of the Church. Time will tell where they stand.

Answered prayer
Sabbath services began at 11 a.m. Mr. F. Gorondo gave an 

inspiring sermonette about the Garden of Eden. He spoke of 
how God first prepared this beautiful place, planted all kinds 
of fruit trees and flowers and made a river that meandered 
through this beautiful garden. He pointed out that God told 
Adam to dress it and keep it clean, so the lesson for us today is 
that we need to look after our homes, plant beautiful trees and 
keep our homes clean.

The attendance was 67. I spoke about prayer, that we always 
must go to God and tell Him what we need. As I talked, I 

could see the clouds slowly covering the sky; then a few drops 
began to fall. Within a few moments, it was raining. We 
stopped the service; and after an hour, we came back and con-
tinued with the service.

We knew the rain would come and that it would be a while 
before it stopped. I wanted to talk to as many members as 
possible and also to counsel all the new people (prospective 
members). We went to bed late and woke early and continued 
talking to our members.

What surprised me was that I did not hear any member 
asking for money for food or clothing. They all were concerned 
about education for their children. They told me that they 
would like to thank the leadership and the Church for the 
provisions the Church is giving them, like the secondhand 
clothing they get from the members in South Africa. They 
are thankful to God to be members of the Church and for the 
work the leadership is doing. 

When we arrived in Gokwe, we noticed that the crops 
needed rain urgently. It is during times like these that you see 
God’s intervention in people’s lives, and that helps reinforce 
that He is going to protect us and see that His work is done. 

We all prayed for rain; and when we left Gokwe, it was 
raining. We kept driving into a pothole full of water every five 
meters of the road. The vehicle could only travel at 10, 20 or 30 
kilometers per hour.

Thank you for your prayers. We thank God for the protec-
tion provided. Oh, how true the saying is: With God all things 
are possible. OA

Answered Prayer 
in Gokwe

Zimbabwe elder Stephen Tshabalala and 
his wife, Vetina, travel to the remote village 

of Gokwe to connect with brethren and 
prospective members.

by stephen and vetina tshabalala
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Jordan
By invitation of Princess Sarvath El Hassan of Jordan, 

Foundation Outreach International will be offering a vol-
unteer program in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.  

The selected volunteers will volunteer for 10 months 
starting in August 2014. There are two schools that FOI 
supports with volunteers: Amman Baccalaureate School 
and the Young Muslim Women’s Association (YMWA) 
Centre for Special Education. The deadline for applications 
is March 7, 2014.  

Sabbath in Gokwe
Clockwise from top left Brethren in Gokwe; the ladies prepare 
a meal for the group; cattle from the Gokwe cattle project; 
Sabbath services under shade trees; some of the ladies rest 
after a meal

Zambia and Zimbabwe
Foundation Outreach International and the Church would like to 

announce an opportunity for four young adults to serve in educational 
projects in late July/early August in the African countries of Zambia 
and Zimbabwe! For each of these projects, we are looking for two young 
adults who are interested in serving brethren in these developing coun-
tries. Each project will be a total of 12 to 14 days in length. With both the 
Zambian and the Zimbabwean projects, volunteers will teach English to 
our brethren in the rural areas of those countries. The deadline for apply-
ing is April 28, 2014, so get your application in soon!

Volunteers 
wanted!

For more information, go to
foundationoutreachintl.org
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cogwa youth camps

First COGWA Youth Camp 
Held in South Africa
by leanne helfrich

A new story was written into the history books of the Church of God, a World-
wide Association, when the first COGWA Youth Camp in South Africa was held 
from Jan. 5 to 10, 2014! A total of 22 campers and four staff members spent five won-
derful days at the Bekker Agricultural High School in the picturesque mountains of 
the Magaliesberg near Johannesburg.

Campers and staff stayed in dormitories that were over 100 years old. We fell 
asleep to the sound of the crickets and woke to the song of the birds, a refreshing and 
peaceful break from the cities most of us live in—although I have been told that the 
“not so peaceful” mosquitoes buzzing around at 3 a.m. were not appreciated! Staff 
members included the two camp directors, Juts de Jager and Leanne Helfrich, group 
leaders Russell Moore (boys group) and Claire Helfrich (girls group) and two pas-
tors, Neil Becker and Neville Smith.

A unique aspect of the camp was that the campers ranged in age from 8 to 26 
years old, creating a special family atmosphere where young and “old” learned to 
work together as a team. We found that this worked very well, as the preteen and 
first-time campers learned about camp by watching the older campers, who set the 
example and developed leadership skills as they guided the younger campers. 

The camp theme for this year focused on “Walking With God,” and the Bible stud-
ies taught us how to develop a relationship with God and live His way of life. Two eve-
nings were spent discussing a number of scriptures from Proverbs, a book specifically 
directed toward helping young people make wise decisions in their lives. During one of 
these evenings, campers and staff enjoyed sitting around a campfire under the stars.

Activities included softball, volleyball, basketball, soccer, swimming lessons, a 
hike/walk, craft classes, group dynamics (team games), Boeresport (old-fashioned 
South African games that use items like wheelbarrows, brooms, sacks and eggs), an 
obstacle course, a visit to the farming area of the agricultural school and Bible stud-
ies. We also scheduled quiet time for private prayer and Bible study before breakfast, 
during which campers could sit in the gardens under the beautiful old trees.

Meals were provided by the school and prepared by a gourmet chef! Ask any 
camper, and he or she would agree that the food was delicious!!

It was truly a most enjoyable and successful camp; and our campers must be con-
gratulated for their cooperation, teamwork and caring, supportive attitude toward 
each other and the staff. OA

“Unforgettable!”
Clockwise from top left Campers 

ranged from 8 to 26, creating a family 
atmosphere; Rose helps her teammate 
Jared make it across the monkey bars 

on the obstacle course; group dynamics 
(team games); Jason and Benjamin help 

Monde on the obstacle course swing
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How about a trip to the mountains of Wyoming—
to be challenged physically, mentally and 
spiritually? Our next program will start with 
rock climbing in the rocky outcrops of Vedauwoo 
where you will learn navigation, wilderness first 
aid, and team-building skills.  The adventure will 
continue with hiking and exploration in the Snowy 
Range mountains. Both married and single young 
adults (from high school grads through age 39) 
are encouraged to take part in this life-changing 
experience.  

go climb a mountain
june 29 to July 7

cost: $325

camps.cogwa.org

yo u
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Writer’s 
Block

IMAGINE THE SCENE. At the Passover meal, Jesus 
looked at Judas—someone who had known Him and seen His way 
of life for at least 3½ years—and knew he was about to betray Him. 
How this must have hurt! But Jesus simply said, “What you do, do 
quickly” (John 13:27). So Judas left to meet with Jesus’ enemies.

Jesus knew what was to follow: The chain of events that would 
lead to His torture and death had been set in motion. 

This evening was to be Jesus’ last Passover with His disciples, 
and He introduced the new symbols for the Passover: unleavened 
bread to represent His soon-to-be-broken body and wine to rep-
resent His shed blood.

He would have naturally felt emotional as He gave them the 
bread and wine and explained their meaning. The Gospel ac-
counts clearly show that Jesus experienced a range of powerful 
emotions throughout that momentous day.

After commemorating the Passover in the upper room, they all 
sang a hymn and left for the Garden of Gethsemane, just a short 
walk away.
The backstory

To more fully understand Jesus’ emotional state, we need to 
understand the backstory of His life. Before He became God in 
the flesh (John 1:1-14), Jesus was the Word and had dealt with hu-
manity from the time of the Garden of Eden. He was aware of the 
very first recorded murder (Cain’s murder of his brother Abel). He 
witnessed the panic and pain of the screaming millions who were 
drowned in the Flood for their violence and rebellion.

On through the centuries, the Word who became Jesus had 
watched the self-imposed suffering of people. Wars, misery and 
destruction had been the chosen pathway of God’s creation. Battle 
after battle; evil leader after evil leader. Think of all the cries of 
distressed mothers as they watched their families ripped apart by 
aggressors.

The prophecies
Add to all of this the prophecies that the Word knew were to 

be fulfilled when He became man so that the plan of redemption 
could be completed. Jesus the Messiah (Christos in Greek) was 

well aware of what mankind under the influence of Satan (man’s 
adversary and the god of this world) would go through as a result 
of sin and rebellion.

Christ knew His purpose on earth: to be the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29-30). For four 
Passovers during His ministry, Jesus ate the sacrificed lamb that 
taught how blood had to be shed to forgive sin. He was to be the 
literal Lamb of God on this Passover—the ultimate sacrifice for 
all human sin. 

With all of this background then, why did Jesus experience 
such depths of emotion that fateful night?

Gethsemane
As they continued to the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus 

reminded the disciples of their human weaknesses. He quoted 
what was written about Him: “I will strike the Shepherd, and 
the sheep of the flock will be scattered” (Matthew 26:31, quoting 
Zechariah 13:7).

Then He took Peter, James and John to be with Him as He 
prayed.

He told them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to 
death. Stay here and watch with Me” (verse 38). The disciples 
were tired and very human. They fell asleep; and in that sense, 
they let Christ down. So He said, “Could you not watch with Me 
one hour?” (verse 40).

Three times Jesus prayed, asking, “O My Father, if this cup 
cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done” 
(verse 42).

Very clearly, Jesus was torn by the emotions of facing death. 
He was acknowledging to His Father that as a human, He didn’t 
want to die. But He also realized this was the very reason He was 
here on earth. He had known He would be slain from the foun-
dation of the world and had willingly chosen to lay down His life 
(John 10:17-18).

And yet here we find Jesus reasoning with His Father about 
what was ahead. Why? Before we can truly understand, we must 
consider even more deeply the plan of salvation and the price 
God paid to redeem us.

Facing His Final Hours: 
Jesus’ Emotional Turmoil

On the last day of His physical life, Jesus Christ went 
through an almost unbelievable range of human 

emotions. How should this impact our lives?

by paul suckling
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The offer to all humans
Scripture tells us that all have sinned—no exceptions (Ro-

mans 3:23). All of us need the sacrifice of Christ to pay the 
penalty for past sins. Through that sacrifice God makes the 
awesome gift of forgiveness available to those who repent and 
genuinely desire not to sin again. However, we all know how 
human and weak we are, so God in His mercy offers His Holy 
Spirit to help us overcome our sinful nature and grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (2 
Peter 3:18). 

We will stumble and fall, but God is willing to forgive and 
reconcile us to Himself (1 John 1:5–2:6). This is so encouraging, 
and it should motivate us to desire from the heart to walk as Je-
sus walked—perfect before the Father. We do not always do this, 
and a life of repentance following sin is part of our calling and 
our way of life as a Christian. 

Christ and the Father desire to bring “many sons to glory” 
(Hebrews 2:10). There is a great overarching purpose to human 
life. It is not to live, suffer and die and then to go to heaven to con-
template the face of the Father for all eternity—it is so much more 
than that.

We must not reject or neglect our calling
The calling we are being offered (Ephesians 1:18) is so very 

special and carries a wonderful reward in addition to the gift of 
eternal life. When Christ returns to this earth, there will be mil-
lions of humans to work with and help through the period called 
the Millennium—the 1,000-year reign of Christ as King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords on the earth. 

We can be among those who help other humans during this 
time come to appreciate the enormous and wonderful gifts that 
God has to offer: forgiveness of sins, the gift of God’s Holy Spirit 
and the gift of life with the Father and the Son for all eternity.

What if we turn it down?
Can you imagine anyone refusing this awesome offer from our 

great Creator? He wants to share all that He has, to make us heirs 
with His Son, Jesus the Christ (Romans 8:17).

But prophecy tells us that some will reject this offer. Sadly, for 
them there will be the second death—eternal annihilation for 
those who continue to rebel against the God of love.

The choice of obeying or rebelling is ours. Remember that God 
is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance (2 Peter 3:9).

So back to the reason Jesus Christ was in such emotional tor-
ment.

Jesus recognized that without His sacrifice, no human would 
receive salvation. That means never, ever being with the Father 
or enjoying eternity with Him as a part of the family that rules 
this whole universe. Utter annihilation—our memory forgotten 
forever. 

Perhaps Jesus, who had known the glory He had with the 
Father before He became human, was thinking along these lines 
as He faced His final hours. From a human perspective, He didn’t 
want to die; and He knew how horrifying His death was going to 
be. But He didn’t want to fail all humanity by backing down either. 
So, although under enormous stress facing death, He knew it was 
worth it to accomplish the purpose for this vast creation of billions 
of humans.

Jesus knew He had to die so all humanity could have an op-
portunity for salvation. So, three times in desperate and agonizing 
prayer, He asked for the strength to stay the course until He could 
say the words on the cross: “Father, forgive them, for they do not 
know what they do” (Luke 23:34) and “It is finished!” (John 19:30).

He stayed the course with God’s help. He never sinned and 
returned to the Father in indescribable glory (Philippians 2:5-11). 
And He did it willingly—for you and for me. OA

Very clearly, Jesus was torn by the emotions 
of facing death. He was acknowledging to 
His Father that as a human, He didn’t want 
to die. But He also realized this was the very 
reason He was here on earth. 
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Q
Personal 
Contact by cecil maranville

Answer: This verse is part of the statutes that God gave to Israel. Some laws, like 
the 10 Commandments, clearly apply to all people at all times, and these include the 
weekly Sabbath, annual festivals, food laws and the command to “love your neighbor as 
yourself.”  Other statutes and judgments were civil or ceremonial laws that could only be 
applied in the nation with a functioning temple and priesthood, or that dealt with specific 
issues of that day. Such statutes are not binding or are applicable only in principle today. 

 As a result, we believe Christians should look at and apply God’s intent for instituting 
a statute. A common purpose of many statutes was to keep Israel away from idolatry. The 
verses immediately before and after Leviticus 19:27 obviously deal with idolatrous wor-
ship practices. That is true also of this verse. 

God chose not to reveal more details about men’s beards and hairstyles in stating this 
law, which implies that its application would have been evident to the Israelites of the day. 
Several commentaries say that a common practice was cutting a circle in the hair or cut-
ting the hair into a circular shape. The circle was to honor the sun god, a common pagan 
deity. (The practice of worshipping the sun god found its way into a counterfeit Christian-
ity in the keeping of Sunday, “the day of the sun.”)

There is no consensus about how the beard was shaped by the pagans at the time the 
statute in Leviticus 19:27 was given, other than that it, too, was an idolatrous practice. 
“Disfigure” (or “mar” in the King James Version) meant some type of corruption (see 
Complete Word Study Bible, Spiros Zodhiates, ed., 2003). 

As to how one applies this law today, Christians should not adopt the religious prac-
tices of other faiths. You can read a very powerful statement on this in Deuteronomy 
12:29-32. Avoiding practices devolved from sun worship is a clear example.

There is a guideline about men’s grooming in 1 Corinthians 11, where the apostle Paul 
contrasted men’s and women’s hairstyles. He distilled the issue to a difference between 
appearing feminine or masculine in verses 14-15: “Does not the native sense of propriety 
(experience, common sense, reason) itself teach you that for a man to wear long hair is a 
dishonor [humiliating and degrading] to him, but if a woman has long hair, it is her orna-
ment and glory? For her hair is given to her for a covering” (Amplified Bible).  

By “a covering,” Paul implied that a woman’s hair length and style were her glory and 
thus a part of her beauty. He added that what is beautiful for a woman is shameful for 
man. 

“Short” and “long” are relative terms, and the Bible does not give us any further 
guidelines. From secular history (what is pictured in the art and sculpture of the Roman 
Empire), we know that men at the time wore their hair at or above their ears and generally 
off of their foreheads.

In light of the guidelines given in 1 Corinthians 11, we encourage our women members 
to cut and style their hair in an acceptably feminine manner. Similarly, we encourage the 
men in our Church to keep their hair cut relatively short, cut and styled in such a way that 
emphasizes masculinity. There are no comments in the New Testament about beards; but 
by implication, anyone choosing to wear a beard should keep it well-groomed, setting an 
example for others. God certainly allows for personal taste as well, but within the above 
guidelines. OA

Question: My fiancé and I were talking about 
how men are supposed to wear their hair. It appears 
in Leviticus 19:27 that there are very specific criteria 
for how men wear not only their hair, but their facial 
hair as well. Could you explain this?

There is a 
guideline about 

men’s grooming in 
1 Corinthians 11, 
where the apostle 

Paul contrasted 
men’s and 

women’s hairstyles. 
He distilled 

the issue to a 
difference between 

appearing 
feminine or 
masculine. 
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OOne way we Christians honor God is 
by wearing our very best clothing when 
we come before Him to worship on 
weekly Sabbaths and annual holy days. 
Ladies select their nicest dresses, blouses 
or skirts, while the men prepare their 
Sabbath suits, coats, pressed shirts and 
ties. Showing God this dignity is one 
way we convey how highly we respect 
our Father and His Son. 

Many of us have a significant drive to 
services each week, making the Sabbath 
quite a long day. If you are like us, the 
automobile doubles as a mobile din-
ing room. Our Sabbath routine usually 
includes a cup of hot coffee and granola 
bar or some other treat to be enjoyed on 
the ride to church. 

Unfortunately, on some Sabbaths the 
coffee seems to have a mind of its own 
and refuses to make a smooth transition 
from travel mug to traveling mouth! The 
result? A spot or stain on our other-
wise unspotted garments. Even a small 
spot or stain looms large in our mind, 
and we become self-conscious about it, 
feeling that everyone notices. We would 
much rather remain unspotted!

God’s Word teaches that if we are 
to have “pure and undefiled religion,” 
we are to strive “to keep [ourselves] 
unspotted from the world” (James 1:27). 
We are not to be stained by the sinful 
practices and attitudes characteristic of 
the unconverted. 

Most dictionaries define “spot” in 
this way: to stain, to blemish, to taint, 
to disgrace, to tarnish. Clearly James 
is advising us to remain unstained—to 
avoid the dirty spots that living the ways 
of today’s evil world will bring upon our 
character. In the same way we do not 
want to see coffee stains or spots on our 
beautiful Sabbath clothing, God does 
not want to see spots and stains of sin 
on our character! 

What should we do to remain spiri-
tually spotless? Let’s look again at our 
clothing analogy to see how it might 
teach us valuable spiritual lessons.

Avoid spotty activities
If our clothing is to remain unspot-

ted, we should avoid those activities that 
could potentially mar the garment—
such as eating and drinking in the car! 
The likelihood of spilling is far greater 
during the jostling of a bumpy car ride 
than a quiet Sabbath meal in the dining 
room on Friday evening. 

To remain unspotted spiritually, we 
Christians avoid sinful or question-
able activities that would disgrace, 
tarnish or blemish our character. We 
carefully monitor what we allow into 
our mind through our eyes and ears 
so we do not spot our character with 
sin. For example, watching hours of 
murder and mayhem on the screen 
leaves impressions in our mind that are 
far from godly. Playing hours of games 
that simulate war, killing or other law-

breaking will spot and stain our mind. 
Christians strive to avoid sinful places 
and activities so that they might remain 
untainted before God.

Launder quickly 
If we do find a spot on our Sabbath 

best, it is important to launder the gar-
ment quickly so a permanent stain does 
not set in. Treating with stain remover 
and washing with the proper detergent 
and at the right temperature may all be 
needed. Laying the garment out in the 
bright summer sun might also help to 
bleach out an unyielding stain. 

Spiritually, we wash our hearts and 
minds with God’s Word. Christ is 
said to cleanse the Church “with the 
washing of water by the word, that He 

might present her to Himself a glorious 
church, not having spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing, but that she should be 
holy and without blemish” (Ephesians 
5:26-27). Studying and then apply-
ing God’s Word can remove spots and 
stains through the power of the very 
Spirit of God. Replacing those spots 
with actions of kindness and love helps 
to keep us spiritually unspotted. 

Proper storage
Improper storage of our beauti-

ful Sabbath clothing can attract stains 
and spots. Who would think of balling 
up our dress or suit and tossing it in a 
pile in the back of our old work pickup 
truck? Or leaving it in a tangled mess at 
the bottom of the closet? Treatment like 
this would certainly lead to picking up 
stains and spots! Rather, after launder-

ing we press these garments, repair 
anything that might need mending 
and carefully hang them up so they are 
ready for the next wearing. Likewise, 
Christians exert great effort to stay 
clean after repenting of sins so they 
might bring honor to God. These stains 
have been washed away by something 
far more precious than detergent—the 
sacrifice of Christ! 

We Christians are encouraged to 
keep ourselves unspotted from the 
world. This means putting forth the ef-
fort to avoid activities that spot us with 
sin and continually being washed with 
the Word of God. By being vigilant in 
our effort, we can become beautiful, 
bright, spotless examples of God’s way 
of life. OA

Unspotted From the World
What does it take to stay spiritually clean?

by dave and pam myers

Salt and 
Light

un•spot•ted /ιιәn-ιspätid/  adj., not 
stained; free from spot;  figuratively: free from 
moral stain; untainted with guilt; unblemished; 
immaculate, as an unspotted reputation
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When I think about 
the beginning of the 
true Church and 
how down through 
the ages God has 

worked with His people, it gives me 
goose bumps. It is so encouraging and 
inspiring to see God’s hand at work in 
an individual’s life, whether his life was 
written for all to see in the pages of the 
Bible or just quietly lived and seen only 
by those around him.

Years ago, around 1948, my mother, 
Mildred Killebrew Stalions, lived one of 
those quiet lives in Quincy, Illinois. She 
was around 25 years old and pregnant 
with my sister when she first learned 
about God’s truth. 

During the winter months she would 
spend the evenings listening to country 
music. One time while messing with the 
dials, she landed on station XEG-Old 
Mexico and heard the voice of Herbert 
Armstrong. This was the beginning of 

her personal spiritual journey.
Before long, she went to visit her 

mother, Minnie, and while the two 
conversed they excitedly shared this 
newfound truth. Minnie had also been 
listening to Mr. Armstrong! It was in 
the spring of 1952 that my grandmother 
and mother were baptized. They had 
gathered together at my grandmother’s 
old, dilapidated farm in Nebo, Illinois, 
for this life-changing event. Both were 
poor physically, but rich spiritually. 

The baptizing team drove my mom 
back to Quincy, where she was alone 
with no Church family around. For 
years, she would only have the radio and 
literature that occasionally arrived. 

To continue this story, one needs 
to understand my mother. As a child, 
she grew up with many emotional and 
physical scars. If you met her, you would 
think she was very shy and backward; 
but in reality, her shyness was due to 
something that happened before she 

could even remember. We aren’t sure 
what happened, but the doctors say 
she suffered from a concussion and a 
broken shoulder. The shoulder healed, 
but the concussion affected the social 
part of her personality. In social situa-
tions she was not able to behave or react 
in a normal way. Though she had to 
suffer with this handicap all of her life, 
she was able to slowly work through the 
trials that being different can bring with 
God’s help. Handicaps do not stop God 
from working in one’s life.

Determined to be with 
brethren

We were very poor at this time; but 
even amid our struggles and poverty, 
God continued watering and feeding 
His planted seed. During the Passover 
season, my mom would somehow get 
a bus ticket and travel with my sister 
and me to St. Louis. We would stay 
with brethren for several days and then 
return home. This continued for about 
seven years until my mother decided we 
needed to be closer to a congregation. 
We packed up what belongings we had 
and headed to Belleville, Illinois. 

Not far out of Quincy, the vehicle 
that was hauling us and our meager 
goods had a major wreck—a pig had 
gotten loose and ran onto the road. 
The man, who was moving us, left us 
and our belongings and headed back to 
Quincy. My mom stayed the course, and 
with the help of a farmer who extended 
us a hand, we were able to finish our 
move to Belleville. Here we started at-
tending church services regularly. Every 
Sabbath my mother would pack up our 
Bibles and head to the bus station with 
her children in tow. From the Belleville 
station we would take the bus to St. 
Louis and then transfer onto another 
bus, arriving just in time to worship 
with God’s people. Over time God 
began calling others from our city and 
areas close by, and eventually a congre-
gation began right in Belleville, not far 
from our home!

portraits of faith

A Journey of Faith
One member recalls her mother’s journey of coming to 

the truth of God’s way of life.

by carol stalions froedge

Poor physically, 
strong spiritually
Millie Stalions, 
surrounded by her 
children, visits her 
mother’s farm in 
Nebo, Illinois
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portraits of faith

A Clean House
A beloved member in Jamaica is honored for her 
spiritual strength through her trial with cancer.

by sandra fisher

Our dear sister in Christ, Jacqueline Hepburn, who was diagnosed 
with stage IV cancer, has become an example of faith to us all 
in Jamaica. Although there is not much the doctors can do for 
her now, she is very aware that her hope is in the great God and 
Jesus Christ—and not in the doctors. She has made her peace 

with her Father the Eternal One and has also cleaned house. She cautions us at 
every chance she gets that we all need to do the same to prepare for whatever 
may happen in our lives.

Miraculously, even with stage IV cancer, Jacqui has not needed to take any 
pain medication for the last two months, and she continues to attend Sabbath 
services. That has to be the work of our great God.

On Jan. 1, 2014, Jacqui celebrated her physical birthdate and, more impor-
tantly, her spiritual birthdate, since she was baptized on the same date. She 
decided she wanted to celebrate with her Church and family, colleagues and 
friends. She dubbed the occasion her jubilee, as she was 50 and felt very blessed 
to see the day.

 At her request, we sang “To God Be the Glory,” and Herchial (Paul) Fisher 
offered prayers for the evening’s proceedings and the meal.

At the end of the evening when a count was made, over 80 people-adults 
and children-passed through to wish her well. Everyone was fed, and tributes 
were made to her. Many mentioned her strength of character, her ambitions to 
achieve academically, her sense of style and most of all her spirituality. There 
were lots of tears amidst the joy of seeing her so upbeat and tireless.

After the meal, she opened the dance floor with the Electric Slide! 
We honor Jacqui and commit to adhere to her words of wisdom: “Please 

clean house, make your peace with your God, family and friends. Allow my 
situation to encourage you to make your calling and election sure.” OA

Our first Feast of Tabernacles
 In the meantime, my grandmother 

was also staying the course and had been 
going to the Feast in Big Sandy. There she 
met a wonderful man and married. Our 
first Feast was in the fall of 1960. We took a 
train from St. Louis to Big Sandy, stayed in 
a booth and ate at the Redwood Building. 

The people who attended came from all 
over the United States. They arrived in old 
worn-out cars, tents piled high on top and 
children hanging out the windows.  Not 
complaining about their circumstances, 
they came with great joy and gave with 
great joy! These individuals had also been 
small, planted seeds, just like my mother, 
whom God would work with and gently 
mold through the years to bring about 
good fruit. They were a people who had 

little strength, who willingly sacrificed for 
the work with no regrets and who contin-
ued to persevere and grow in God’s Word. 

Many have died in the faith, including 
my grandmother and step-grandfather, 
Omus, and recently my mother. 

Leaving a legacy
One winter, several years ago after 

nearly dying, my mom was lying in bed, 
and I heard her mumbling. “Mom what is 
it?” I asked. She replied that she was recit-
ing Bible verses from Psalms. So I asked her 
to say them out loud. God’s words flowed 
from her old, worn-out body.   

This January, a few days before my mom 
died at home, she asked me, “Who else is 
suffering?” She wanted to pray for them. 
I told her that Leroy Neff was very sick 

and mentioned several others she knew. 
Her mind was focused on others even till 
her journey’s end. The last day of her life, 
Jan. 25, 2014, unable to swallow with a 
dry throat, you could hear her humming 
hymns to God. Some of the last words to 
me were “God will never leave you, Carol.” 

Yes, we can be encouraged and in-
spired by all those who faithfully walked 
before us—and get goose bumps! I desire 
to meet them all, but especially look 
forward to seeing my grandmother and 
mom in their perfect bodies, wearing 
their crowns of glory. At that time, the 
handicaps of this physical life will be 
gone forever! To see that day become 
a reality, I must now continue on with 
a gentle, teachable, growing spirit and 
persevere to my journey’s end. OA

Jacqui, right, 
and her teary-
eyed, lifelong 
friend Janet

Jacqui and her husband, 
Hopeton, last year on his 
50th birthday before her 
diagnosis

Update: Since writing the article, there has been 
great news! Jacqui’s last visit to her doctor showed 
that a new drug she was given is working to improve 
her condition. She is the first person in Jamaica to be 
given the drug, and the doctors want to use her as a 
living testament of the drug’s effectiveness. Her hip 
that was described as “a moth-eaten cloth,” is now 
looking better and will not need to be pinned. She 
has also started another round of chemotherapy and 
has experienced no side effects at all—no nausea, no 
vomiting and no pain.  

She wishes to thank the Church family for their 
prayers, cards, telephone calls, encouragement and 
love, and she asks that they continue praying for her.
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News   From the Congregations

The annual Virginia Beach Weekend, 
hosted by the Williamsburg, Virginia, and 
Delmar, Delaware, congregations, was held 
Jan. 17 to 19, 2014. 

Ron Kelley, pastor of the Greensboro, 
Hickory and Raleigh, North Carolina, 
congregations, was the guest speaker. The 
theme this year was “Here Is My Fam-
ily,” which focused on strengthening our 
spiritual and physical bonds in the Church. 
This theme was drawn from Matthew 
12:48, when Jesus responded to the person 
who informed Him that His mother and 
brothers were waiting to see Him. Jesus 
said those who did the will of His Father 
were indeed His family. 

The activities, held at the Holiday 
Inn North Beach, began Friday evening 
with a preteen activity and an interactive 

Bible study by Todd Carey called “False 
Advertising,” identifying false teachings 
that mainstream Christianity tries to sell. 
Following the Bible study, the brethren 
gathered at an indoor pool and observed 
the baptism of Heather Gwin, which was 
conducted by Mr. Carey with Dempsey 
Bruton and Ron Kelley assisting.

On Sabbath morning we had teen and 
adult Bible studies. After a lunch break, 
Mr. Kelley gave the sermon on the “Keys to 
Strengthen Families,” which included qual-
ity time, communication, respect, trust, 
commitment, patience, common goals and 
love. 

That evening we had a delicious buffet 
dinner at the Holiday Inn as well as a silent 
auction and art contest. We also had a cos-
tume dance featuring characters from TV 
ads or animated shows. The Virginia Beach 
weekend ended Sunday morning with an 
indoor swim at the Lazy River and fellow-
ship time before checking out. 

You’re all invited here next year.
Tim Walsh

Virginia Beach, 
Virginia

Annual Family Weekend

The Louisville, Kentucky, congregation 
rejoiced in the ordination of Jason Hyde on 
the Sabbath of Feb. 8, 2014. Mr. and Mrs. 
Franks were scheduled to be in Louisville, 
which enabled Mr. Franks to participate in 
this joyous occasion as well.  Jason and his 
wife, Emily, were part of the first Focused 
Mentoring Program that finished at the 
end of December. They have faithfully 
served the local congregation as well as the 
sister congregations of Henderson, Ken-
tucky, and Nashville, Tennessee, and now 
have been called to serve in an even greater 
capacity. We rejoice with Jason and Emily 
and thank God for more laborers to share 
the workload.

Carolyn Winner

Louisville, Kentucky
New Elder Ordained

Jason Hyde, center, was ordained by 
Louisville pastor Mark Winner and 

Jim Franks, who was visiting from the 
headquarters office in Allen, Texas

Emily and Jason Hyde, with their two 
children, Ava and Finley

“Here Is My Family”
Tigger (Dempsey Bruton) dances with his friends at the costume par-

ty; attending elders lay hands on Heather Gwinn after her baptism
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Buffalo, New York
Coin-Rolling Social Raises 

$450 for FOI

On Feb. 1, 2014, the Buffalo, New York, 
congregation held a coin-rolling social. The 
goal was to raise money to help defray the 
costs for those volunteering for the Foun-
dation Outreach International programs. 
Members young and old came with bags 
and jars of coins to help achieve the goal. 
In the end, the very heavy box containing 
many rolls of coins totaled over $450. This 
did not include some of the bus tokens and 
other unusual coins found among the U.S. 
coins donated for the cause. This was the 
first coin-rolling social held by the Buffalo 
congregation. 

Anne Koenig

The Delmar Nutrition Center in 
Leesville, South Carolina, was once again 
the serene gathering place for the annual 
Augusta, Georgia, and Columbia, South 
Carolina, winter church social on Jan. 19, 
2014.

Although the outside temperature was 
cool, the gathering inside went from mild 
to extremely hot as the brethren brought 
out a variety of chili for the contest and 
potluck.

A total of eight pots of homemade chili 
were entered into the contest. The chili 
ranged from hot to hotter to only-for-the-

brave-hearted hot and included chili meats 
from beef to venison.

Our four judges tasted samples of all the 
entries and awarded third place to Jeanne 
Walton from Augusta. Only one point 
difference separated the first- and second-
place winners, with second place going to 
Brandon Schulz from Columbia. The grand 
prize was presented to Elva Lindsay from 
the Augusta congregation.

In addition to the judges’ pick, we pre-
sented a people’s choice award. Everyone 
tasted all the chili dishes and then voted by 
placing a bean in a paper cup by the chili 
they liked the best. There was a tie for the 
people’s choice award between our first- 
and second-place judges’ winners, Elva 
Lindsay and Brandon Schulz.

Everyone had a great time eating and 
fellowshipping, and we make no beans 
about it.

Nancy Lochner

Augusta, Georgia, 
and Columbia, South 

Carolina
Winter Chili Social

Fun and fund-raising
Brethren in Buffalo roll coins to donate to the FOI program; Elva Lindsay, Jeanne Walton 

and Brandon Schulz stand next to their award-winning chili entries

Fort Worth 50th 
Anniversary Spring  
Dinner and Dance

You are cordially invited to the Fort 
Worth, Texas, congregation dinner and 
dance, to be held the Sabbath between 
the two spring holy days. This occasion 
will also mark the 50th anniversary of 
the Fort Worth congregation.

Dinner and Dance
Children who are 12 years old and 

older (or in the seventh grade or higher) 
may attend. 

Meal choices include chicken ($30), 
salmon ($32) or steak ($34). Meal prices 
include dance admission, meal, dessert, 
gratuity and tax. You may also choose 
to attend the dance only ($15).

Go to cogwafortworth.org/50years 
for more details and to register. No 
tickets will be sold at the door.

Accommodations
We have reserved a block of rooms 

at a substantially reduced rate. A 
standard room with two queen beds or 
a king is $79 per night plus tax. Room 
plus two full buffet breakfasts is $99 per 
night plus tax.

Call Marriott Solana 817-430-5000 
(mention “Church of God Group” for 
discount). Rooms must be reserved no 
later than April 4 to guarantee this 
discount.

aPRIL 19, 2014
MARRIOTT SOLANA 
WESTLAKE, TEXAS

Rebel.Jones@unthsc.edu
cogwafortworth.org/50YEARS
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On Jan. 29, 2014, José and Francette Eu-
génie of Ducos, Martinique, in the French 
West Indies, celebrated their 40th wedding 
anniversary. When 16-year-old Francette 
brought lunch to her brother, who was 
working as a mason, she met a handsome 
22-year-old worker named José. For José, 
the chance encounter was love at first sight. 
They were married two years later and had 
three children, Corine, David and Sophie.

Mr. and Mrs. Eugénie discovered the 
truth in the early 1970s and began attend-
ing services just before the Feast of Tab-
ernacles in 1976. Since they didn’t know 
about the holy days yet, they did not attend 
the Feast and were surprised two weeks 
later to see Church members who seemed 
like they had just returned from a luxury 
cruise, full of joy and enthusiasm. This was 
their introduction to the festivals. 

They were baptized together in 1978. 
Mr. Eugénie is a long-time deacon in the 
Church, and both are true pillars in the 
French region of the Church of God.

Their large extended family (families are 

very large and extended in Martinique!) 
celebrated this 40-year milestone with 
them on their anniversary. During the an-
nual visit of regional director Joel Meeker 
and his wife, Marjolaine, the following 
Sabbath, the local congregation enjoyed a 
champagne toast and celebration.

Joel Meeker

Noah Michael Jenkins was born Nov. 
13, 2013, to Andrew and LeeAnn Jenkins of 
Conyers, Georgia. He weighed 7 pounds 3 
ounces and measured 19 inches long. Noah 
was the first grandchild in the family and 
has already been incredibly spoiled by his 
grandparents Michael and Lynn Estes and 
David and Debra Jenkins. The family at-
tends the Atlanta, Georgia, congregation.

Births

Announcements

Noah Jenkins

Anniversaries

José and 
Francette 

Eugénie

On July 30, 2013, Joseph and Ingrid François of Nandrin, Belgium, celebrated their 
60th wedding anniversary. Mr. François met his future wife in her native Germany, while 
he was serving in occupation forces of the Belgian army following World War II. 

They spent the first 20 years of their married life in Germany, where Mr. François was 
a sergeant-major and adjutant in the paratroopers and pathfinders. In 1972 the couple 
returned to Belgium where Mr. François served the rest of his 35 years in the army. 

In 1962, the couple began reading the French version of The Plain Truth. They were 
baptized together in December of 1981 and have been faithful pillars of the Church of 
God ever since. They have one son, Jean-Claude François, who is also a longtime Church 
member.

On the occasion of their anniversary, Mr. and Mrs. François were honored by the 
mayor of their town.

Joel Meeker

We encourage members to send announcements to be featured in One Accord. We feature events in members’ lives, including baptisms, births, engagements, 
weddings, significant anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.), graduations and obituaries. Typically they run between 50 and 100 words; however, we ask that 

all submissions stay under 250 words. Please submit a high-resolution color photo along with the written copy to your congregation’s reporter.

Mark and Amanda Croft of the Hous-
ton North, Texas, congregation are happy 
to announce the birth of their second child, 
Everly Jewel Croft. Everly was born on 
Dec. 21, 2013, weighing 9 pounds 9 ounces 
and measuring 20 inches long. Big brother 
Calvin along with grandparents Dan and 
Pam Weitzel and Steve and Teri Croft are 
excited to welcome her to the family.

Everly Croft

Ingrid and Joseph François 
(seated) are honored by the 

mayor of their town (left)
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On Jan. 28, 2014, Lester Leroy Neff died 
at the age of 90 at the Hospice of East Texas 
in Tyler. His daughter, Carol Hegar, was his 
caregiver for eight months. She and his two 
sons, Larry and Donald, were with him 
in his final days. He had just celebrated 
his 90th birthday on Nov. 20, 2013. This 
was a happy occasion for Mr. Neff, as all 
three children were able to be with him. 
He remarked that having all three children 
present was the best birthday gift he could 
have received.

In addition to his three children, Mr. 
Neff is survived by seven grandchildren, 
William L. (Larry) Neff, Debbie Magruder, 
Melissa Lovell, Jeff Kusheba, Michael 
Kusheba, Stephanie Hegar and Justin Neff, 
as well as eight great-grandchildren. Also 
surviving him are his four younger sisters, 
Joan Millard of El Sobrante, California, 
Barbara Robinson of Medford, Oregon, 
and Betty Comm of Medford, and Shirley 
Wastlund of Branson, Missouri; and two 
brothers, Raymond Neff of Medford and 
Stanley Neff of Central Point, Oregon.

Jim Franks officiated at the graveside 
service on Feb. 3 at Gladewater Memorial 
Park, where Mr. Neff now lies beside his 
wife of over 67 years, Maxine.

Mr. Neff led a busy, fulfilling and 
productive life. He and his wife had been 
members of the Apostolic Faith Church 
when in 1951 they came to prove that the 
teachings of Herbert Armstrong and the 
Radio Church of God were in agreement 
with the Bible. They were baptized, and in 
1955 they moved from Portland, Oregon, 
to Pasadena, California, where Mr. Neff at-
tended Ambassador College. He graduated 
in 1959 and received a master’s degree in 
theology in 1962. He was first ordained as 
a local elder on June 7, 1958, and eventually 
an evangelist by Mr. Armstrong on Oct. 25, 
1979.

He was an accomplished cellist, and he 
loved flying. For a time, he partnered in a 
single-engine plane with a few other pilots 
who were members of the Church. 

Through the years, Mr. Neff served 
in many capacities. Some of the primary 
ones were business manager at Ambassa-
dor College in Big Sandy, flight operations 
manager in Pasadena, regional assistant 
in Ministerial Services, personal assistant 
to Mr. Armstrong, faculty member and 
teacher of several classes at Ambassador 
College, member of the Advisory Council 
of Elders, board member for all corpo-
rations, secretary of various executive 
committees, treasurer of the Worldwide 
Church of God, and pastor of congrega-
tions in Long Beach, California; Shreve-
port, Louisiana, and Houston North, 
Texas. In May of 1995 he requested and 
was granted retirement.

Many have commented about how kind 
he was to them. Others have reflected how 
his steadfastness in God’s way of life had 
strengthened them. Once a person got to 
know Mr. Neff, one could see that beneath 
his conservative personality was a true 
concern for others. He was recognized by 
many as a man of integrity.

He was especially close to his wife Max-
ine, who preceded him in death on April 
23, 2010. They had a very deep love for each 
other, and he missed her greatly following 
her death. They both relished family re-
unions, many of which were camping trips 
to places like Morro Bay, Yosemite and the 
Grand Tetons. 

So much could be said about his charac-
ter and personality, but perhaps it could be 
summed up by simply stating that Mr. Neff 
was not the kind of person who liked to be 
eulogized. He wanted to quietly do his job 
and serve God. And this he did well.

Larry Neff

Obituaries Marjorie Catherine Seng, age 89, of 
Zimmerman, Minnesota, died peacefully 
on Dec. 6, 2013.

Marjorie was a longtime Church mem-
ber. She originally lived in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, with her husband, Rolland. 
They were married by Mike Hanisko and 
attended the Church of God in Milwaukee 
until Rolland’s death. 

Marjorie was a very energetic and spir-
ited lady. She enjoyed crocheting, garden-
ing, cooking and listening to sermon tapes 
sent to her by Milwaukee and Minnesota 
brethren. Marjorie loved coming to Church 
and especially loved singing hymns. She of-
ten did this in her home just for enjoyment 
and also when she was unable to attend 
services. Marjorie attended the Minneapo-
lis church until she was placed in a nursing 
home during the last year of her life.  

Marjorie lost her mother when she 
was just 18 months old. She often spoke 
fondly of her grandmother, aunts and other 
relatives who cared for her and her sisters, 
since her father could not always care for 
the girls while he worked. She spoke about 
how difficult it was to grow up during the 
war, but she remarked that she and her 
family coped by learning and doing things 
together. Marjorie loved her daughter, 
grandchildren and her special pets. 

Pam Quam

Andy Branscum, affectionately known 
as “Papa" to the children in the Atlanta, 
Georgia, congregation, died on Jan. 11, 
2014. Mr. Branscum was born Aug. 22, 
1937. He was married to his wife, Toni, 
for 53 years and served in the U.S. Navy. 
He was baptized in 1969 at the Feast of 
Tabernacles. He is survived by his wife, 
three children, grandchildren and a host of 
family and friends who have been inspired 
by his kindness, warm smile and welcom-
ing heart. 

Chant’a Collier

Andy 
Branscum

Leroy and 
Maxine Neff

Leroy 
Neff
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