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iI am writing this column from Moradabad, India. 
In case you have trouble finding it on a map, Morad-
abad is located about 250 kilometers (150 miles) east of 
New Delhi. It is primarily a Muslim area and has little 
tolerance for Christians. Ironically, our largest group 
of members in India is found in this city. During our 
recent visit, Dave Baker and I conducted a Bible study 
in the home of Eugene Kumar with a total of 15 people. 
This is an amazingly small number for a country the 
size of India, but it is an amazingly large number for a 
community that is more than 90 percent Muslim. We 
had a great time—a wonderful meal followed by hymns, 
an opening prayer, a Bible study, a closing hymn, a clos-
ing prayer and lots of fellowship. 

This trip has reinforced in my mind the great chal-
lenge that members face in remote areas of the world. 
In the United States we have over 100 congregations for 
members to attend. By contrast, in India—a country of 
1.2 billion people—we have no congregation that meets 
as a group each Sabbath. The members gather on their 
own or with their families to watch a DVD on the Sab-
bath. Only during the Feast and when there is a special 
visitor are they able to hold a “normal” Sabbath service. 

One individual I met on this visit was Robinson 
Yusuf. In 1968 Robinson was reading the India edition 
of Reader’s Digest and came across an advertisement 
for the booklet on the space race between the U.S. 
and Russia. Since he was interested in space travel, he 
responded to the ad and received his first booklet. Many 
more booklets, along with The Plain Truth magazine, 
followed this initial contact. A few years later, Robinson 
was baptized and became a member of the Worldwide 
Church of God. He and his wife, Dayamani, raised their 
two children, Eugene and Rachel, in the Church. As a 
teenager, Eugene even attended the WCG-sponsored 
SEP (Summer Educational Program) camp in Sri Lanka 
in 1988. It was there he first met Dave Baker, the camp 
director.

When WCG changed its core doctrines in 1995, 
Robinson and his family disassociated themselves, but 
they did not join any other organization. They spent the 
next eight years without any Church connection, totally 
alone with the exception of their own family. But they 
continued to keep the Sabbath, the holy days and bank 
their tithes. It wasn’t until 2004 that they once again 
made contact with Dave Baker. 

Today they are members of the Church of God, a 
Worldwide Association. Each time Dave Baker visits, 
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personal from the president

they give him an envelope that includes their current 
tithes, in addition to a portion of the funds they set 
aside over the eight years they had no church affiliation.

It was inspiring to hear the stories of these members 
in Moradabad and how they have handled being cut 
off from other brethren. Christ said He would build 
His Church (Matthew 16:18); and as members of that 
Church, we all belong to Him, whether we live in Dal-
las, Texas, or Moradabad, India. 

As a result of this recent trip, we are now developing 
a plan to connect all the members in India to a church 
service over the Internet at least once a month. 

It is our hope and prayer that God will call more 
people in countries like India where so many truly 
need to hear the message of good news. We have that 
message. Now we must decide how best to distribute it 
throughout the world (Matthew 24:14). 

Please pray that God will guide us in doing His work 
and that He will call more people into His Church. This 
visit has shown me what it is like to be all alone in a 
very hostile society. It is only by the power of God that 
anyone can endure such persecution. May God be with 
all of you as we work together to deliver this message to 
the entire world. 

Sincerely, your brother in Christ,

Scattered Members

Jim Franks, center, holds a Bible study with the Moradabad 
congregation at the home of Eugene Kumar

To read more about Jim Franks’ trip 
to India, go to members.cogwa 

.org/news/announcements

http://members.cogwa.org/news/announcements/
http://members.cogwa.org/news/announcements/
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Brethren in Martinique share a picnic with visiting elders, Joel Meeker 
and Dave Evans, and their wives, Marjolaine and Marguerite  

“International Update: One Body, One Spirit,” page 4

Campers keep warm by the bonfire under a starry sky at Winter Camp 
2013 (photo by Josie Brunick)

“CYC Winter Camp 2013: Campers Brave Subzero 
Temperatures,” page 7Co
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News

During the 
weekend of Dec. 
25 through 29 
brethren from the 
U.S. Northwest 
joined together 
for a combination 

of sports, service and spiritual enrich-
ment in Portland, Oregon. 

To begin our activities on Wednes-
day, the Church rented an athletic club 
for sports, games, swimming, fel-
lowship and delicious meals made by 
the Yost family. This year swimming 
in the big indoor pool was a hit for 
Church members of all ages. The next 
day, everyone joined again at a private 
court at Sky High Sports, a huge 
trampoline facility that has dozens of 
trampolines—some even on the walls! 
It was fun watching the children and 
adults jump, bounce and flop all over 
the floor. 

That evening we held a service 
project at the Oregon Food Bank. We 
worked together to bag frozen food to 
help people who are less fortunate and 
going through difficult times. Breth-
ren as young as 6 years old measured, 
weighed, bagged, boxed and sorted 
thousands of pounds of food that will 

be shipped to agencies across the state 
to help those in need. It was a great 
bonding activity for Church members, 
and it was also a great way to help out 
the community.

On Friday, we gathered at a skating 
rink in our local community center 
for breakfast as well as to fellowship, 
play bingo and, of course, roller-skate! 
Children and adults skated for two 
hours, getting lots of exercise while 
smiling, laughing and enjoying the 
time together.

To close out an amazing weekend, 
on the Sabbath we heard from Ralph 
Levy, who visited us from Foundation 
Institute. He gave a fantastic sermon, 
followed by seminars that covered the 
covenants of the Bible. After the semi-
nars, on Saturday night the men held 
a chili cook-off while the women held 
a cake-baking contest. The children 
also took part in a cookie bake. Each 
contest presented a hard choice for first 
prize! All the entries were delicious! 
Our weekend ended on Sunday with a 
full day of seminars by Dr. Levy.  We 
had an excellent few days, bonding 
together as brethren.

We hope to see some of you next 
year when we plan to do it again! OA

The Other Winter 
Family Weekend
With sports, games, service projects and 
seminars, the Northwest Weekend had 
something for everyone.
by max koester

Bonding together 
Above right Ralph Levy gives a seminar Above left 
Breakfast at the skating rink; Dr. Levy with McKinley 
and Kennedy Yost; brethren pile plates high at the 
potluck; McKinley and Kennedy Yost and Sophia 
Koester bag up food at the Oregon Food Bank
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international updates

My wife, Marjolaine, and I 
had the opportunity in early 
January to visit our Church 
brethren on the island of 
Martinique in the French West 
Indies. Martinique is located 
in the Lesser Antilles about 
300 miles north of the South 
American coast of Venezuela. 

During our visit, we spent 
two Sabbaths with our mem-
bers, had several personal visits 
during the week, as well as a 
very enjoyable church picnic. 
David Evans, who works for 
Ministerial Services in our 
headquarters office in Allen, 
Texas, and his wife, Marguerite, 
traveled at their own expense 
to Martinique, to visit with the 
members and for some vacation 
time.

On both Friday nights, 
Mr. Evans gave a Bible study, 
which I translated from English 
to French. The first was an 
introduction to the book of 
Proverbs; and the second, an 
introduction to the book of 
Psalms. On both Sabbaths I had 
a sermon. The first was on the 
subject of mastering our words, 
and the second was on our 
common Church identity and 
esprit de corps. After each Bible 
study or sermon, we would 
have a follow-up discussion and 
answer questions.

On the Sunday in between 
the Sabbaths, we enjoyed a 
church outing to a local attrac-
tion that showed what life was 
like for newly freed slaves at the 
time of abolition in 1848 and in 

succeeding periods. The simple 
houses were made of mud and 
wattle with only the simplest of 
furnishings. The older members 
of the congregation showed us 
spartan houses that perfectly 
illustrated places they had lived 
in their youth. It was amazing 
to see how much progress had 
occurred in Martinique in only 
a couple of generations.

Following this educational 
recreation, we drove to a water-
front park overlooking Fort de 
France Bay for a delicious meal 
and encouraging fellowship.

On the last Sabbath, we had 
morning services, followed by 

a wonderful Martiniquais meal 
of chicken boucané (smoked 
over sugar cane leaves) and 
fresh grilled red snapper in 
garlic and island herbs. Greens 
and breadfruit au gratin ac-
companied the meal, as did 
some pleasant French wine. 
Wonderful fresh fruit and ice 
cream topped off the meal.

In the afternoon we sang 
hymns together and talked 
about the Feast of Tabernacles 
to come when, God willing, we 
will all meet again. 

Our brethren in Marti-
nique send you their warm 
regards! OA

One Body, One Spirit
Two ministers and their wives traveled to the 
island of Martinique to visit isolated brethren. 

by joel meeker

For the Sabbath of Jan. 18, 
2014, I had the privilege of vis-
iting our congregation in Mon-
terrey, Mexico. Pastor Larry 
Roybal had requested that a 
minister from the headquarters 
office visit Monterrey while he 
was undergoing cancer treat-
ments in the United States. 

I arrived in Monterrey, in 
the northeastern state of Nuevo 
León, on the afternoon of 
Friday, Jan. 17. The flight from 
Dallas, Texas, is quite short—
lasting only some 75 minutes 
once in the air. In Monterrey I 
was met at the airport by dea-
coness Nora Garza Juárez and 
her daughter, Melissa Padilla.
They drove me to an apart-

ment located just across the 
street from the Roybal home in 
Monterrey. 

That evening, we enjoyed a 
delicious dinner at the home 
of Maricela Roybal, the sister 
of Mr. Roybal. On the Sabbath, 
there were approximately 25 
people present for the service, 
where I gave a sermon on keys 
to effective prayer. Afterward 
we had a wonderful potluck 
and a Bible study on an intro-
duction to the book of Prov-
erbs. A number of brethren 
came forward afterward to ask 
questions about the Bible and 
the progress of the work of the 
Church. 

On Sunday morning, Jan. 

19, several brethren and I 
visited the Santa Lucía river 
walk and enjoyed a ride up 
and down the very picturesque 
man-made waterway, with 
its beautiful combination of 
colonial-style buildings and 
modern attractions. It was 
a bright, sunny day, and it 
provided a fine opportunity 
to see part of this modern and 
prosperous Mexican city. 

Following the river walk 
tour, deacon Ricardo Ortega 
took me back to the airport for 
the short flight back to Dallas. 

I knew Mexico had changed 
a lot since my last visit many 
years ago, but I was surprised 
to see how clean, modern and 
prosperous Monterrey has 
become. 

Plans call for other ministers 
from the Allen office to visit 
congregations in Mexico in the 
coming weeks and months. We 
hope that these cross-border 
visits will strengthen the bonds 
among God’s people, even as 
we continue to pray and ask 
our loving Father to restore Mr. 
Roybal to full health. OA

South of the Border
A new initiative begins that will send headquarters 

ministers to visit congregations in Mexico. 
by ralph levy

Ralph Levy, center, enjoys Sab-
bath dinner with a number of 
brethren in Monterrey, Mexico 
(photo by Melissa Padilla)

The Martinique breth-
ren treat their visitors 
to a traditional meal 
on the Sabbath
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chile youth summer camp

This year’s youth summer camp in San Fabián de Alico, Chile, was by far one 
of the most memorable and inspiring ever experienced. A total of 94 campers and 
15 adult staff had the opportunity to enjoy a week of fun and friendship at a well-
equipped boarding school located in the mountains of San Fabian. The breathtak-
ing mountainside, lush green vegetation and the stunning Ñuble River that runs 
close by were constant reminders of God’s presence during the camp. The natural 
purity of God’s creation complemented this year’s camp theme—“In Search of 
Purity”—and added to the unique experience shared by all who attended.

Every day began with a light breakfast and then a Bible study focused on the 
different aspects of the camp theme. The Bible studies were presented by Saul 
Langarica, Daniel Sepulveda and Pablo Carvajal. Afterward, we divided our-
selves into small groups to further analyze and discuss the topics and scriptures 
examined during the Bible study. After concluding the Christian Living session, 
we had the opportunity to hear short speeches from the campers. 

The afternoons were filled with sports and activities that included archery, 
riflery, ski races, soccer and volleyball. Dinner was served after the conclusion of 
the sports, and each day ended with an evening activity for the entire camp, such 
as a movie and a talent show.

Perhaps what was more enjoyable than the sports and more beautiful and 
inspiring than the landscape was the incredible atmosphere of love, harmony and 
camaraderie shared by the campers. This year we were blessed to have a number 
of young people from Argentina, Peru, Bolivia, Mexico and the United States join 
the Chileans. It made this year’s camp experience one that truly exemplified what 
it means to be one body in Christ, as we are instructed to be in 1 Corinthians 
12:12-14.

The amazing memories and the profound lessons that campers receive each 
year have an immeasurable value and a tremendous impact on the life of a young 
person in God’s Church. We appreciate all of the adults who worked so hard— 
cooking for the campers and preparing all of the activities—to make the camp 
such a successful event. Of course, our greatest thanks are to our great God for 
His blessings. 

See you all at camp in 2014! OA

Camper Camaraderie
by corbin jackson

Making memories
Left Over 100 campers 
and staff members spent 
a week in the mountains 
of San Fabian, Chile 
Below, top to bottom 
Campers line up for ski 
races; Irma Angelica 
Chavira aims her arrow; 
Natalia Faundez, Bernar-
dita Torres and Catalina 
Tiznado
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cyc winter camp 2013

A bout a foot of snow 
greeted 57 campers 
as they arrived in 
Montello, Wis-
consin, for Winter 
Camp Dec. 27 
through Jan. 1. 

Campers came together from various 
states, including many from the South 
who don’t often see so much snow. We 
also had participants from as far away as 
Peru and New Zealand. 

The staff arrived a day early for ori-
entation and activity preparation. This 
year, campers enjoyed outdoor activities 
like broomball, football, snowshoeing, 
downhill tubing, Amazing Race and ice-
skating. They also got to warm up and 
enjoy indoor activities like team chal-
lenge, volleyball and dance class. 

The weather was colder than usual. 
The coldest day had a high temperature 
of 1 degree and a low of -17 degrees, but 
campers bundled up and enjoyed the 
activities anyway. 

About 14 of the campers and staff 
also braved the cold and spent a night 
outdoors sleeping in temporary snow 
shelters known as quinzhees. Several staff members volunteered 
their time to pile up huge mounds of snow and then hollowed 
them out for the winter camping challenge. Before participat-
ing, Eric Evans and Scott Lord taught campers about staying 
warm in cold conditions. They were equipped with cold-weather 
sleeping bags, hand and body warmers to keep warm and some 
chocolate bars to help fuel them during the night. 

It gets dark early this time of year in Wisconsin, so our eve-
ning activities were often indoors with the whole camp partici-
pating together. These activities included Bible games, a bunco 
tournament, a variety show and the end-of-camp dance. 

Along with all the physical activities, we also took time for 
the spiritual side. Each morning the dorms spent a portion of 
time in Bible study and prayer before joining everyone else for a 
15-minute Compass Check to start the day. The camp theme was 
“A Call to Greatness,” and the messages all revolved around that 
theme. Campers learned about the uniqueness of their calling, 
what they are called to do, how to respond to that calling and 

Campers 
Brave Subzero
Temperatures
by gary and gale black

Bundled-up fun
Clockwise from top left Glen Heltne leads the tubing 
train down the hill; George Pelesikoti sidesteps Cort 
Johnson, Jerod Brunick and Andrew Bryant; Codi Lyn 
Cole relaxes in her quinzhee; Gabe Ellis takes a shot 
in broomball; Dorm 1G celebrates their bunco win

how to live with moral purity in an increasingly immoral world. 
One Bible study was about how to answer the most common 

questions campers are asked about their beliefs. A scripture list 
was provided to help them be better able to prove their beliefs 
from the Bible. There was also a life skills class, where the boys 
and girls were separated to discuss being godly young men and 
women and the challenges and distractions they face in this area 
of life.

On the Sabbath, Tom Clark gave the Sabbath seminar about 
the importance of purity, which was followed by hymn singing. 
For services, Robert Mazza, a young adult staff member, gave a 
sermonette proving that God had to inspire the Bible. Scott Lord 
gave the sermon about our calling. 

At the end of camp, it was hard for everyone to say goodbye. 
Many friendships were made, and many lessons were learned. 
We are thankful to God for blessing us again with a wonderful 
Winter Camp experience. We look forward to next year, which 
will be the 20th anniversary of Winter Camp. OA
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Writer’s 
Block

Poetry and the Bible
It is estimated that a third of the Bible is poetic in 
nature. If we can increase our understanding of 
the poetry, we can increase our understanding of 
God’s truth.
by art verschoor

Like any other form of poetry, the 
essence of biblical poetry is a reliance 
on imagery, metaphor, simile and other 
figures of speech. It has been estimated 
that a third of the Bible consists of 
poetic references, given the combined 
presence of parallelism and its heavy 
reliance on figurative language. 

Learning how to understand the po-
etry found in the Bible may increase our 
understanding of the truth God shares 
with us in the pages of His Word. 

Poetry throughout the 
Bible

The Old Testament contains no less 
than four wholly poetical books. They 
are Job (a narrative), Psalms (lyrics to 
songs of worship), Proverbs (a collection 
of wise sayings) and Song of Solomon (a 
book of love poems). Each one of these 
genres is similar in its use of poetic 
devices. 

While there is no rhyme or meter as 
is found in traditional English poetry, 
the expressiveness of Hebrew poetry 
and its use of other poetic devices to 
create rhythm more than makes up for 
their absence. Hebrew poetry is often 

written in two or more consecutive lines 
expressing the same theme in different 
ways, usually in similar grammatical 
form. This is referred to as parallelism 
and is the basic form of biblical poetry. 

In addition to parallelism, meta-
phors, similes, alliteration and symbol-
ism are frequently employed in order to 
paint vivid word pictures. Even though 
the poetry has been translated into Eng-
lish, it retains much of its beauty. 

In addition to the four poetical 
books mentioned above, the majority of 
Old Testament prophecies are poetically 
expressed. Figurative language appears 
throughout the Bible. 

In Hosea 12:10 God states, “I have 
given symbols through the witness of 
the prophets.” In Hebrew the English 
word symbol means “to resemble” or 
“liken to.” This statement expresses 
a principle that extends to the whole 
Bible. 

The Bible is filled with images. Life 
is expressed as a journey down a path; 
God is a Shepherd; depression is a val-
ley; and salvation is a feast. God used 
such images to communicate the truth 
His people need to know.

Four types of parallelism
Four types of parallelism are used in 

Hebrew poetry: synonymous, antitheti-
cal, synthetic and climactic. 

In synonymous parallelism, the first 
line is rephrased to emphasize the point 
the poet wishes to make. Proverbs 27:2 
provides a very good example of this 
type of parallelism: “Let another man 
praise you, and not your own mouth; a 
stranger and not your own lips.” Each 
phrase complements the other; not only 
are the meanings the same, but each 
clause is linked with the conjunction 
“and.” The phrases have roughly the 
same number of words, and the second 
half repeats the positive and then nega-
tive order of words.

Antithetical parallelism contrasts 
direct opposites, such as can be found 
in Proverbs 29:2: “When the righteous 
are in authority, the people rejoice; but 
when a wicked man rules, the people 
groan.” The word order of the second 
phrase complements the first. A cause-
and-effect relationship is shown in both 
phrases. Each phrase is simply joined 
with a comma. Again, the weight and 
the length of the phrases are vital for 
achieving balance in the poetic phrase. 
Conjunctions such as “and,” “but,” 
“however” and “although” make good 
connectors for antithetical parallelism. 

Synthetic parallelism embraces 
thoughts that are brought together to 
emphasize similarities or to express a 
strong preference for one condition over 
another. A typical example of synthetic 
parallelism is recorded in Ecclesiastes 
7:5: “It is better to hear the rebuke of the 
wise than for a man to hear the song of 
fools.” 

Another form of synthetic parallel-
ism is the recording of an action with 
another action of superior or less im-
portant effect, as in Proverbs 21:27: “The 
sacrifice of the wicked is an abomina-
tion; how much more when he brings it 
with wicked intent!”

Climactic parallelisms are created by 
building upon previous statements that 
lead the reader to the author’s conclu-
sion. For instance, read Psalm 1:3: “He 
[the righteous man] shall be like a tree 
planted by the rivers of water, that 
brings forth its fruit in its season, whose 
leaf also shall not wither.” 

In this poetic phrase the psalmist 
compares a righteous man to a tree. 
The tree not only bears fruit as may be 
expected, but it also does not lose its 
leaves. Just as this tree is exceptional, 

HE NOTED ENGLISH AUTHOR, POET, LITERARY CRITIC 
and Cambridge University professor Sir Arthur Quiller-
Couch, who lived in the latter part of the 19th century and 
the first half of the 20th, once gave three lectures that were 
titled “On Reading the Bible.” 

During these lectures he made a plea to the examination 
authorities of the university to include certain poetic por-
tions of the Bible in the English final honors examinations 
for a bachelor’s degree at Cambridge. He commented, “The 
English Bible should be studied by us all for its poetry and 
wonderful language as well as for its religion—the religion 
and the poetry being in fact inseparable.” T
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the righteous man is also exceptional. 
This parallelism builds from the ordinary 
to the extraordinary in order to make its 
point. The truth about the righteous man 
pictured as a productive tree by a stream 
stands as proof that God used these images 
in order to communicate His Word.

Metaphors and similes
Metaphors and similes abound 

throughout the Bible, especially in He-
brew poetry. A simile is a figure of speech 
that compares two subjects by using the 
prepositions “like” or “than.” An excellent 
example of a simile is recorded in Proverbs 
26:8: “Like one who binds a stone in a sling 
is he who gives honor to a fool.” It doesn’t 
have to explain that giving a fool honor is 
dangerous. The imagery of the stone in the 
sling makes that clear.

Metaphors are often used in poetry 
generally. As stated in Aristotle’s Poetics, 
“To make good metaphors implies an eye 
for resemblances.” Metaphors are bifocal 
expressions looking at two levels of mean-
ing. They are a form of logic in which a 
relationship between two separate expres-
sions can be confirmed by simple reason or 
observation. 

Understanding metaphoric biblical 
statements always begins by experiencing 
the literal level of the comparison. This is 
followed by transferring the meaning from 
A to B. Thus, in the phrase “The Lord is 
my shepherd,” the meaning of the name 
“Lord” is carried over to the metaphor 
“shepherd,” a designation that clearly 
expresses God’s protecting and caring at-
tributes.

In fact, the word metaphor itself speaks 
volumes in the same sense. It is based on 
the Greek word meaning “to carry over.” In 
a sense, whenever a biblical poet or speaker 
utters a metaphor or simile, the reader or 
hearer is given the task of completing the 

process of communication. It is left up to 
the reader to discover how A is like B. 

Although a metaphor is not literally 
true, it is an effective means to commu-
nicate literal truth in a remarkable way. 
Thus, when Jesus declared in John 10:9, “I 
am the door,” we clearly understand that 
He is not a door, but that He used the word 
as a metaphor for Himself as the Being by 
whom we are saved.  

Acrostics
Psalm 119 is special in that the begin-

ning letter of the first section is the first 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet, the begin-
ning letter of the next section is the second 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet, and so on 
throughout the rest of the psalm. This is re-
ferred to as being acrostic, but it is also one 
of the most obvious examples of consecu-
tive alliteration, i.e. A is followed by B etc., 
although there is much more of it in the 
original Hebrew than we may be aware of. 
In addition to that, all types of parallelism 
are used throughout this psalm.

Poetry in the New Testament
While the New Testament differs from 

the Old Testament in that it does not 
contain a single, specific book that may be 
classified as poetical, poetry can be found 
in the Gospel accounts as well as in some 
of the epistles and especially in the book of 
Revelation. 

The first chapter of Luke records the 
poetic proclamation of Zacharias while 
he was filled with the Holy Spirit, after 
the birth of his son John the Baptist (Luke 
1:68-79). 

In the same chapter, in verses 46-55 is 
recorded the so-called song of Mary, the 
words of which she spoke after she was told 
by the angel that she would bring forth the 
Son of God and visited Elizabeth. Another 
example is in Philippians 2:6-11:

Who, being in the form of God, did not 
consider it robbery to be equal with 
God,

But made Himself of no reputation, tak-
ing the form of a bondservant, and 
coming in the likeness of men.

And being found in appearance as a 
man, He humbled Himself

And became obedient to the point of 
death, even the death of the cross.

Therefore God also has highly exalted 
Him and given Him the name which 
is above every name,

That at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of those in heaven, and 
of those on earth, and of those under 
the earth,

And that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father.

Some translators have suggested that 
these scriptures form a hymn that may 
have been sung by the first Christians.

Revelation 19: 6-8 [New International 
Version] records the triumphant poetic 
declaration:

Hallelujah!  
For our Lord God Almighty reigns.

Let us rejoice and be glad 
and give Him glory!

For the wedding of the Lamb has come, 
and His bride has made herself ready.

Fine linen, bright and clean,  
was given her to wear. 

Sir Arthur Quiller-Couch’s urgent ap-
peal that the Bible should be studied for its 
poetry and wonderful language, as well as 
for its religion, is as valid today as it was 
when he first exhorted his students about 
a century ago. In fact, appreciating the 
poetry of the Bible can help us to gain even 
more appreciation and understanding of 
the wonderful spiritual message God has 
for us. OA

The Bible is filled with images. Life is 
expressed as a journey down a path; 
God is a Shepherd; depression is a 
valley; and salvation is a feast. God 
used such images to communicate 
the truth His people need to know.
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Q
Personal 
Contact by cecil maranville

Answer: The task requires tact, wisdom, understanding, patience and love. I 
recommend that you spend much time in prayer about this before attempting to explain it 
to your husband. Ask God for wisdom and to bless your efforts. 

Think of this from your husband’s point of view as you choose your words. Jesus 
inspired Paul to note that people not yet called of God might look on His way of life as 
“foolishness” (1 Corinthians 2:10-15). In light of this fact, take care to choose words that 
your husband would not misunderstand.

We love God in a different way than we love a human being. Explain that you love God 
with a spiritual love, different from human love, so that it is not as though your husband is 
competing with God for your affection. You want your husband to know that he is first—
immediately behind God, but before any human being! 

You can emphasize that the Bible teaches wives to love their husbands and children; to 
be homemakers; to willingly cooperate with their husbands (Titus 2:4-5; Colossians 3:18). 
Simply put, Christianity is pro-marriage! God’s way of life promotes the way of a wife 
loving her husband. Therefore, having a believing wife is an asset, not a problem. The only 
area of life in which the husband does not have authority over his wife is regarding her 
faith. Religion is a personal matter between every individual and God. 

Loving God requires a commitment of time. As in any relationship, you need to spend 
time with God. Prayer is talking to Him; Bible study is like listening to Him. You should 
be able to schedule time for God in a way that works with your and your husband’s sched-
ule.

Tithing on your income can cause marital conflict. But tithing is a law of God, a way 
of worship and an expression of your love for Him. God promises to bless the tithe payer. 
Ask your husband to be patient with you about this so that time can show that tithing is a 
good financial practice, in addition to being part of practicing your religion. You should 
add that you are not attempting to convert your husband and that you are not insisting 
that he practice Christianity (including tithing on his income).  

Loving God also means keeping holy the annual and weekly Sabbaths He has set aside 
for worship. A husband who does not share your religious perspective might have trouble 
understanding that you cannot “take a Sabbath off” once in a while to do something that, 
for a Christian, is not an appropriate Sabbath activity. 

You can point out that in every marriage, the wife occasionally says no to some activity 
her husband wants her to join him in, whether hunting, sports or something else that she 
simply would not enjoy. Declining to go along with a husband’s wish is not necessarily 
due to a lack of love!  

The Bible counsels wives in your situation to focus on behavior rather than words to 
win over their husbands (1 Peter 3:1-2). You will need faith and patience, but a believing 
wife can have a happy marriage relationship with a nonbelieving husband. There may 
be some rocky points, but they can be overcome if both parties are willing to work at the 
relationship.  OA

Question: How can I explain to my 
nonbelieving husband why I put God first 
and why I love Him the most?

We love God 
in a different 
way than we 

love a human 
being. You want 

your husband 
to know that 
he is first—

immediately 
behind God, 

but before any 
human being!
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portraits of faith

F rom the time of our individual calling we each 
become foreign to this world and, in particu-
lar, the societies we live in. Here in Zimbabwe 
our problems have been compounded by a 
high unemployment rate. One of our members, 
Tawanda Chiswa, has had his share of trials; 
but he and his wife, Faith, are bravely swim-

ming against the stormy waves of life. 
Tawanda had been working for an Internet cafe as an 

adviser in 2008 when he first read about the Sabbath. Imme-
diately, he asked to be excused from working on Saturdays. 
When that request was turned down, he resigned from his job.

The beginning of sorrows
Needless to say, his resignation did not go over well with 

the family, especially since he is the eldest son. He tried to get 
employment by distributing his resume among friends and 
acquaintances. Although he was invited to an occasional job 
interview, he was unsuccessful in securing another job. In 
the meantime, his extended family and relatives continued 
to keep pressure on him to take up any job, including those 
requiring him to work on the Sabbath. But he stood firm! 

At one stage the family asked him to help transport lug-
gage to his sister in South Africa as a way to join his younger 
brother in Cape Town to seek employment. But that venture, 
too, was unsuccessful. When he returned home, he got mar-
ried. 

Business ventures
The Church continued to pray for him; and with financial 

assistance from the Church, he began generating income by 
importing and selling ladies’ and children’s clothing within 
the mining and farming areas. The venture took off and went 
well for a short time, but soon people began buying cheaper 
clothing from China, which had flooded the market. That 
killed his business. Once again, the Church helped him buy 
computer equipment and games for school-aged children and 
young adults. No sooner had the business started than the 
power was disconnected from his home because their electric-
ity account was in arrears. Electricity was eventually recon-
nected, but then thieves broke into the premises and stole 
many items, including his business equipment.

Continued pressure
Meanwhile, pressure from his family has continued. They 

want him to take any job, even if it means breaking the Sab-
bath. One of his uncles said that he would find him a job and 
that he would have to take it whether he liked it or not, but 
that has not happened. His elder sister even tried to physically 
assault him, but through all of this Tawanda has stood his 
ground. Through sermons, personal counsel and advice, he 
continues to receive much encouragement.

A year or so ago his wife, Faith, had a miscarriage. The 
Church came to his aid by paying the expenses incurred. This 
last year Faith was again expecting and was due to give birth 
in December. She went to full term; and when birth pains 
began, she was taken to the local clinic where she was regis-
tered. From there, she was transferred to the hospital; but on 
examination, the doctor found that the child was stillborn. 
Again the Church was able to assist in paying the expenses 
incurred.

Tawanda, together with his wife, have faced so many trials; 
but within the Church he remains committed and is doing 
very well. He gives good sermonettes and assists in translating 
sermons at the Feast of Tabernacles. He also assists me with 
his computer skills and the Church mail when I am occupied 
with other duties. 

Tawanda’s trials, though great, cause us to consider what 
Paul told the Romans:

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribu-
lation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword? As it is written: ‘For Your sake we are killed 
all day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.’ Yet 
in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him 
who loved us. For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, 
nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present 
nor things to come,  nor height nor depth, nor any other cre-
ated thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:35-39).

Author’s note: Words of encouragement to Tawanda and his 
wife would be much appreciated. Cards can be sent care of Har-
ris Hlazo’s private post office box address: 

P.O. Box 254 
Causeway  
Harare, Zimbabwe

A Member’s Ordeal
An elder in Zimbabwe shares the story 
of a fellow member who has stayed 
faithful despite continued trials. 
by harris hlazo

Tawanda and Faith Chiswa



12 One Accord cogwa.org

News  From the Congregations

Ten of the first members of the Greensboro, North Carolina, congregation 
celebrate its 50th anniversary; Raida Pierce wins first place for her chili entry; 

Larry Salyer (right) and the Houston South congregation say farewell to 
Bryan and Rhonda Waddle and their three boys before they begin attending 

the Houston North congregation

Greensboro, North 
Carolina

Celebrating 50 Years in the 
Church of God

On Sabbath, Nov. 2, 2013, the Greens-
boro, North Carolina, congregation 
celebrated its 50th anniversary. There were 
10 members present who attended the first 
Sabbath service: Haynes, Ethel, Jeff, David 
and Mark Baker; Sylvia Robertson; Roger 
Robertson; Gay Mullins; Arnold Burns; 
and Patricia Gibb. Doloris Harrison joined 
them on the second Sabbath. 

Although they were unable to attend, 
we had a video presentation from Jim and 
Lois Haeffele, who served in Greensboro 
over 18 years. As we enjoyed a very special 
dinner, there was a continuous slideshow 
of many good memories. Everyone pitched 
in to make this a very memorable time. The 
menu of beef, chicken and all the delicious 
sides was topped off with a delectable 50th 
anniversary cake. Nov. 2, 2013, marked 
another day of memories to be long etched 
in our hearts and minds.

Ron Kelley

What better way is there to warm up on 
a chilly day than in a house packed full of 
brethren, anticipating a piping hot bowl of 
award-winning chili? 

That is exactly what the Houston South, 
Texas, congregation did on the Sabbath of 
Dec. 7. 

After services, the judges evaluated 
almost a dozen chili entries for appear-
ance, aroma, flavor and taste. The youngest 
chef was 9 years old. And the oldest? Well, 
never mind. As is usually the experience of 
chili judges, choosing the best three was a 
daunting task.

Raida Pierce took first place; Murleen 
Hill won second place; and Nelda Pierce 
won third place.

After consuming all the chili and fix-
ings, many brethren stayed to play games 
and to fellowship.

Susan Scott Smith

Houston South, Texas
Chili Cook-Off and Game 

Night

On the chilly Sabbath of Jan. 4 the 
packed Houston South, Texas, congrega-
tion welcomed back Ken and Kathy Giese, 
who had pastored the church for so long. 

During the sermonette time we enjoyed 
encouraging spiritual messages delivered 
through several special music pieces per-
formed by Robert Zamora (solo); George 
Foshee (clarinet solo); and Chris Rochelle, 
Allie Rochelle, Nadia Soto and Ozzie Soto 
(a solo, hymn medley and duet with guitar 
and piano accompaniment).

Ken Giese gave the sermon and dis-
cussed how the model prayer in Matthew 6 
shows us that we need to live and rejoice in 

Houston South, Texas
Farewell to the Waddles

today, not worrying about the past or the 
future. 

The Waddles were presented with a 
parting gift after services. Two years ago 
they purchased a house on acreage, which 
happened to be five minutes from our 
Houston North congregation. Since then, 
Bryan and Rhonda (who are a deacon and 
deaconess) and their three children, Jack-
son, Harrison and Anderson, have been 
commuting to the South congregation.

The South congregation is happy that 
Bryan will be on a rotating speaking sched-
ule, so they will see the family from time 
to time.

After the presentation, everyone joined 
the Gieses and the Waddles in the fel-
lowship hall, where food and fellowship 
abounded.

Susan Scott Smith
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Saturday evening, Oct. 5, brought fun 
and frivolity as a packed crowd stayed 
after services to participate in the Houston 
North, Texas, congregation’s annual post-
Feast social. Those who attended enjoyed a 
catered Italian meal of lasagna, bread and 
salad, along with iced tea and an assort-
ment of desserts. 

We also hosted a Feast photo contest, 
and a prize was given to the winner of each 
category. Categories in this year’s Festival 
photo contest included: 

• Best sunrise, sunset or moon.
• Best Feast activity picture.
• Prettiest plate of food.
• Fanciest dessert.
• Nicest swimming pool.
• Most witty or original store name or 

slogan.
• Most scenic.
• Best Festival stage.
• Funniest.
• Best animal picture. 
The highlight of the evening, of course, 

was the Family Feud, where participants 
engaged in lively rounds of survey ques-
tions. Eric Powell hosted the games again 
this year. His jokes and antics proved just 
as entertaining as the games themselves. 
Team St. Augustine took on Team Hawaii 
in the “Battle of the Beaches,” while Team 
Park City took on Team Pigeon Forge in a 
rematch of the “Rocky vs. Smoky Moun-
tain Showdown.” Survey says ... everyone 
had fun!  

Peter Gabriel

Houston North, Texas
Post-Feast Social

Family Feud host Eric Powell poses a sur-
vey question to Dan Casey (left) and Brian 

Hegvold (photo by Ivor Mitchell)

MORGANTOWN 
SKI WEEKEND 

MARCH 1-2, 2014

Cost:
Lift Ticket: $45
Rental: $35
Note: Rates are contingent 
on 20 or more guests 
committing to ski.

The Morgantown, West 
Virginia, congregation invites 
you to a weekend on the 
slopes, March 1-2, 2014.

Church services will be held 
in Morgantown at 3 p.m. and 
will be followed by a potluck 
and games night.

On Sunday, March 2, we 
will head to Deep Creek, 
Maryland, to get in a full day 
of skiing at the Wisp Resort.

In addition to skiing, other 
activities will be available, 
such as:

• Snow tubing.
• Mountain coaster.
• Ice-skating.

Contact Stephanie Kerby 
by Feb. 21, 2014, if you 
plan to come, so accurate 
numbers can be calculated 
to receive the best possible 
discounts. Also, be sure to 
mention whether housing 
is needed.

Stephanie Kerby
304-906-5133
sekerby19@gmail.com
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Bob and Ruby Peoples 
celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary on Jan. 1, 2014. The 
Austin, Texas, congregation 
recognized this milestone on 
the Sabbath of Dec. 28, 2013, 
with a surprise reception. 

Bob and Ruby were mar-
ried in the small town of Spiro, 
Oklahoma, in 1954. They heard 
about the Church of God via 
The Plain Truth magazine that 
Bob’s parents had stored in 
the attic of their home in Fort 
Smith, Arkansas. From that 
first introduction to the truth 

they moved to El Monte, Cali-
fornia, for job reasons and to be 
near the Church headquarters. 

In 1964 they were baptized 
and later accepted as married 
students to Ambassador Col-
lege in Pasadena. After college, 
they were transferred in 1969 
to assist with the church in 
Eugene, Oregon. In 1972 Bob 
became the full-time pastor for 
the Salem congregation.   

Over the years, the Peoples 
have pastored congregations in 
Oregon, Mississippi, Texas and 
Louisiana. Although retired 
for several years now, they still 
serve in the Austin, Texas, 
church. They have two sons: 
David and his wife, Missy, live 
in San Antonio, Texas, and 
have two sons, Wesley, age 8, 
and Wyatt, age 5. Greg and his 
wife, Val, live in Castle Rock, 
Colorado, and have one daugh-
ter, Ashley, who is 15.

Greg Peoples

During the Feast this past 
year, the Houston South, Texas, 
congregation received a double 
blessing. Two expectant fami-
lies stayed home to welcome 
new additions to their families. 

Rob and Crystal Williams 
welcomed their precious baby 
girl, Grace Elizabeth, on Mon-
day, Sept. 23, at 11 p.m. She 
weighed 7 pounds 1 ounce and 

measured 19 inches long. 
Noah David West, Lizzie 

and Aaron West’s third son, 
was delivered on Tuesday, Sept. 
24, at 8:32 a.m. He weighed 8 
pounds 3 ounces and was 20½ 
inches long. We look forward to 
these precious children grow-
ing up in our congregation.

Susan Scott Smith

Births

Announcements

Lizzie, Aaron and Noah West; Crystal, Rob and Grace 
Elizabeth Williams; Larry Salyer; Larry Roybal; and Frank 
Pierce on the Sabbath of the Blessing of Little Children

Kyle and Kim Mullen of the 
Eugene, Oregon, congregation 
joyfully announce the birth of 
their second child, Kindsey Mi-
lieu Mullen. Kindsey was born 

on Nov. 16, 2013, weighing 9 
pounds 7 ounces and mea-
suring 20 inches. Big brother 
Kaidan also loves his new baby 
sister.

We encourage members to send announcements to be 
featured in One Accord. We feature events in members’ 
lives, including baptisms, births, engagements, weddings, 

significant anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.), graduations and 
obituaries. Typically they run between 50 and 100 words; 

however, we ask that all submissions stay under 250 words. 
Please submit a high-resolution color photo along with the 

written copy to your congregation’s reporter.

Following Sabbath services 
on Aug. 17, 2013, the Morgan-
town, West Virginia, congre-
gation surprised Oliver and 
Gwendolyn Metzner with a 
65th anniversary celebration.

The couple met at a round 
and square dance in January 
1946 and have happily danced 
ever since. They were mar-
ried on July 25, 1948. They 
learned about the Sabbath from 
Church literature while visiting 
parents in Pennsylvania. They 
began attending in 1964 on the 
outskirts of Detroit, Michigan. 
They were both baptized on 

March 9, 1966. The couple had 
five children, Rebecca, Melanie, 
Carl, Naomi and Scott.

In 1993, their daughter 
Rebecca lost her battle with 
lymphoma. Her parents are 
thankful to know God’s plan 
and are looking forward to the 
resurrection when they will be 
with her again. Their daughter 
Melanie Bynum attends the 
Dallas, Texas, congregation.

The couple has faithfully 
served God’s people over the 
years. Oliver was ordained a 
deacon in 1991, and Gwendo-
lyn plays hymns and special 
music for the congregation and 
has also served at the Feast 
playing hymns. Their devotion 
to service is not only greatly 
appreciated by the God family, 
but also by the congregations 
they have served and are still 
serving. We congratulate and 
thank them for their loving 
example, not only to each other 
but to everyone they meet.

Sherry Beilstein

Anniversaries

Gwendolyn and 
Oliver Metzner

Ruby and Bob 
Peoples
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It is with sadness that the 
Atlanta, Georgia, congrega-
tion announces the death of a 
beloved family member, Bonnie 
Lynn Briggs. Bonnie died on 
Nov. 18, 2013, after battling an 
aggressive cancer. 

She leaves behind family 
and friends whose lives she 
inspired with the example of 
her strength, courage, faith 
and endurance. Through the 
battle, she never lost sight of 
her calling and the vision of the 
Kingdom of God.

Attending services while 
receiving painful treatments, 
she always had a smile, hugs and encouraging words for others. 
She wanted to be with God’s people and not give in to self-pity and 
fear, for she knew God was with her. 

Chant’a Collier

Stephen “Steve” Forrest 
Haley of Corydon, Indiana, 
died on Friday, Dec. 27, 2013.

A celebration of life service 
was held on Sunday, Jan. 5, at 
the Church of God, a World-
wide Association, in Jeffer-
sonville, Indiana, with Mark 
Winner officiating. 

Steve was born June 8, 
1943, in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
to Forrest and Thelma 
Haley. On July 17, 1982, he 
married Delores Satterfield in 
Louisville, Kentucky. He was 
an avid collector of antiques, 
tools and other items of 
interest. He enjoyed reading his Bible and taking the scenic route.

Steve is survived by his wife, Delores; three daughters, Melody 
Moss and her husband, Zack, of Cincinnati, Ohio; Holly Jines and 
her husband, Nathan, of Lynnville, Indiana; Amanda Tibbs and 
her husband, Ben, of Pekin, Indiana; and one granddaughter, Ad-
dison Sue Jines. He was preceded in death by his parents, Forrest 
and Thelma, and his son, Stephen Levi Haley.

Melody Moss

Bonnie Briggs

Obituaries

Stephen 
Haley

MARCH 22, 2014  ·  ATLANTA TEEN PROM  ·  6:30 p.m.

Come and join us in Atlanta, 
Georgia, on the weekend of 
March 22, 2014, for our annual 
teen prom: Top Hats on the 
Thames! Teens (aged 13 to high 
school senior) from all over the 
Southeast Region will meet for an 
evening of dinner and dancing. 

Sabbath services will be held 
at the Powers Ferry Elementary 
School, 403 Powers Ferry Road 
SE, Marietta, GA, at 2:30 p.m. 

The dinner and dance will begin 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Marriott 
Atlanta Northwest at Galleria, 
200 Interstate North Parkway, 
Atlanta, GA. 

Discounted rooms are available 
at the Marriott. Call 770-952-7900 
and mention “COGWA church 
prom” to get the special price. 

The cost for the prom is $30 per 
person. This year we invite the 
parents to join us for the dinner 

and evening as we honor our 
2013 graduates. Please make 
checks out to Church of God, 
Jefferson, and mail to:  

P.O. Box 958 
Jefferson, GA 30549 

Send in payment by March 15, 
2014.

For those who can stay over 
until Sunday morning, we are 
planning a breakfast in a park 

in Marietta, Georgia, for extra 
time together, good food and 
recreation. 

We want to honor the 
graduating seniors at the prom. 
Please let us know prior to 
the event whether you are a 
graduating senior.

If you have any questions, 
call Bruce Gore at 678-376-
0543.

TOP HATS ON  
THE THAMES



Teens, you are invited to the 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
prom weekend!
The event costs $32 per person, which  
includes dinner, dance and after-prom picnic. 
If you have any questions, contact  
Heather Martin at 724-266-9339.

time 
after 
time

May 3 to 4, 2014 
Comfort Inn Conference Center Pittsburgh East 

Special rate of $79 plus tax. Just mention COGWA 
when you make your reservation. Call 412-244-1600.

www.pitt-prom.com

http://www.pitt-prom.com

