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oOn Jan. 1, 2014, we began a new fiscal year for 
the Church of God, a Worldwide Association. It was 
back in November that the administration submit-
ted a strategic plan, operation plans for Media and 
Ministerial Services, and a budget for 2014. When 
planning for the future, organizations and individu-
als need to have a mission and a vision. A mission 
statement defines in a paragraph or so the reason 
why an entity exists. It embodies its philosophies, 
goals, ambitions and values. A vision statement 
identifies what the company would like to achieve or 
accomplish.

I believe we would all agree that God has given us, 
individually and collectively, a mission and a vision. 
The mission of the Church is to preach the gospel of 
the Kingdom of God to the whole world while teach-
ing and caring for the disciples that God may choose 
to call. That mission is summarized in Matthew 
24:14 and Matthew 28:19. Our vision is similar—we 
are the “body of Christ” (1 Corinthians 12:27), and 
our future is to become the Bride who marries Jesus 
Christ upon His return. We are described as being 
clothed in fine linen, which pictures the “righteous 
acts of the saints” (Revelation 19:8). 

One of the important issues identified in the 2014 
strategic plan was the uniqueness of God’s festivals 
and how we could use our understanding of these 
days to be more effective in the work of the Church 
by explaining what we believe and expounding on 
our mission and vision. Each year through these 
annual observances we relive God’s plan of salvation. 
Every human being has a place in this plan, and the 
festivals remind us of that truth on an annual basis. 
There are many Sabbath-keepers in the world today, 
but only a small percentage of those Sabbath-keepers 
observe the holy days. And an even smaller percent-
age of those who keep the Sabbath understand the 
meaning of the festivals and how they picture God’s 
plan of salvation.

I hope we all grasp what a wonderful understand-
ing we have! It is one of those teachings that we 
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personal from the president

should “preach on the housetops” (Matthew 10:27). 
In our strategic plan for 2014 it is our desire to put 
more focus on the festivals and their meaning as they 
relate to our journey toward the Kingdom of God. 
The holy days provide a wonderful way to explain in 
brief the major teachings of the Church. If you think 
about it, virtually all our doctrines can be explained 
through the understanding of the festivals. Heaven, 
hell, salvation, sin, repentance, baptism, prophecy, 
the resurrections, Satan’s fate, the Holy Spirit, the 
sacrifice of Christ and many more are found in the 
meaning of these days.

The festivals teach us that part of planning for 
the future is to identify key events that will occur. 
In business you try to predict when certain trends 
will affect your company. In the Church, we use the 
festivals to remind us of our future. Each year we do 
our best to put together a financial plan that will as-
sist us in fulfilling the mission that God has given us 
in His Word. In doing so, we want to keep in mind 
the vision that God has provided. Nowhere is that 
vision so clearly expounded than through the annual 
festivals. It is still a few months until Passover, but it 
is never too early to begin planning for the future.

God’s Plan of Salvation

Jim Franks
President of the Church of God, a Worldwide Association
@jimbfranks
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Basketballs make good seats at the preteen games.
“WFW Offers Escape From the World” page 4

Greg Peoples stands on the flanks of North Maroon Peak. 
“Conquering the Colorado Fourteeners,” page 9
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News

This year’s Winter Family Weekend in Louisville, Kentucky, was a great suc-
cess. Brethren from across the United States and as far away as Barbados, 
Canada and Mexico came together for five days of action-packed fellowship 

and fun.
The event kicked off Tuesday evening, Dec. 24, as old and new friends shared 

laughter and free pizza and drinks. Afterwards, sports fans showed their support 
for their favorite teams by donning team jerseys for the family dance. Wednesday 
through Friday, many participants played volleyball, basketball and speedaway. 
Organized preteen activities also filled each day. Preteens and teens loved the Sky 
Zone Trampoline Park, a new activity that was introduced this year.

Wednesday evening featured the always entertaining Family Novelty Olym-
pics, where contestants are subjected to a variety of entertaining and often 
hilarious competitions. On Thursday evening, individuals of all ages enjoyed the 
Family Fun Fair, which included inflatable slides, a mechanical bull and tons 
of fair games for children. Cornhole and karaoke on Wednesday and Thursday 

evenings also provided an opportunity for attendees to continue 
fellowshipping.

The extended weekend included ample spiritual edification 
as well. Jim Franks, Dave Johnson, Clyde Kilough and Richard 
Thompson conducted continuing education seminars Wednesday 
through Friday. Joel Meeker, Ministerial Board of Directors chair-

man, presented a Bible study on Friday evening titled “What Do You Do With 
All Your Time?” He challenged all attendees to evaluate how to best use the hours 
in each day. Friday evening ended with a hymn sing for all those interested, and 
Clyde Kilough held a young adult discussion on plans for the Media department.

On the Sabbath, this year’s WFW theme, “Escape From the World: Living a 
Godly Life in Satan’s World,” resonated through Sabbath seminars designed for 
teens and adults. These seminars brought aspects of this theme to life in practical, 
applicable terms. During the seminars, preteens attended Sabbath school classes. 
In the afternoon service, Jim Franks delivered a sermon that focused on evaluat-
ing the definition of godliness and ensuring we live by the standards of the King-
dom of God now. The service was webcast to several congregations across the 
United States as well as to countries as far away as New Zealand and Vietnam.

On Saturday evening, the WFW wrapped up with two themed dances: a 
“Night at the Circus” for teens and “Biblical Times” for adults. Hugs, handshakes 
and photos signaled the end of another successful Winter Family Weekend.

We thank the WFW coordinator, Mark Winner, and the countless volunteers 
who helped make this event such a success. The activities, seminars and Sab-
bath provided a unique opportunity to escape from the world for a few days. We 
encourage you to make plans now to attend this event in 2014! Next year’s WFW 
will run from Tuesday night, Dec. 23, through Saturday night, Dec. 27. OA

WFW Offers 
Escape From 
the World
by jason hyde
photos by karen deaton, erik jones, 
david gatley and ashley troyer

FOR MORE 
PHOTOS, GO TO 
FACEBOOK.COM 
/COGWA. 

https://www.facebook.com/cogwa
https://www.facebook.com/cogwa
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Fun for all ages
Opposite page Todd Carey leads songs during Sabbath services at the 
Winter Family Weekend; Lillie Mahone, Gloria Carey and Schelleta 
Holmes; adult volleyball champs Great Ball Afire; Annette Epperson 
and Debra Doss

This page, clockwise from top left “Biblical Characters” costume dance 
winners Tony and Ketchel Reisdorff and their little bumblebee, Jas-
per; Nick Stanley, Dane Conrad and Drake Conrad think deeply with 
the help of their mustaches; over 1,000 brethren sing hymns on the 
Sabbath; Ciara Steele attends the “Night at the Circus” teen costume 
dance as a mime; preteen basketball; a tricycle built for one-and-
a-half at the Family Fun Fair; the young adults choir sings special 
music; participants of the Focused Mentoring Program
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ministerial board of directors annual meeting

The ministerial board of directors 
held its 2013 annual meeting from 
Tuesday, Dec. 3, through Thursday, 
Dec. 5, at our headquarters office in Al-
len, Texas. The primary purpose of the 
annual meeting is to discuss and de-
liberate the proposed annual strategic 
plan, operations plans and budget. 

We opened with prayer Tuesday morning and approved the 
minutes of our previous meetings. I made a few introductory 
remarks to the board and administration and then handed 
the meeting over to President Jim Franks with a quote from 
Robert Frost, who said, “By working faithfully eight hours a 
day you may eventually get to be boss and work twelve hours a 
day.” This quote is often true for Mr. Franks and our other key 
administrators in the office.

The present and future state of the work
Mr. Franks began his presentation with a “state of the 

work” report, rehearsing with us once again how and why our 
association began in the dark and difficult days of early 2011. 
We began with no physical assets other than each other-
faithful members of the Church who wanted to work together 
to continue the mission of the Church.

He reminded us of how gracious God has been toward us 
since that time, granting us stability in our congregations and 
consistently growing financial resources that are allowing us 
now to move past the formative “survival stage” of our exis-
tence and onto our plans for the future. He told us that God 
has brought a period of light and joy in His Church, a state-
ment with which we could all readily agree. He encouraged 
us to move forward in humility, which is a key to working 
together and having God’s blessing.

Following this introduction, Mr. Franks presented the 
strategic plan, which included ongoing strategic issues we 
must follow from year to year, such as leadership develop-
ment, optimizing our work internationally and continually 
improving the Foundation Institute program and FI Online. 
Mr. Franks mentioned that we have about a year and a half left 
in our office lease, and we already need more space. Later in 
the meetings the board asked the administration to study all 
the options available for obtaining more office space and bring 
back a report on how we can fill this need.

Following lunch, which we enjoyed sharing with the Foun-
dation Institute students, Clyde Kilough presented the Media 
operation plan, and Doug Horchak presented the Ministerial 
Services operation plan. Later in the afternoon treasurer Jason 
Lovelady presented the proposed budget. 

Other MBOD business
Monday evening the Franks graciously opened their home 

to us where we enjoyed a fine dinner and fellowship.
Tuesday morning our legal counsel, Jason Ranew, updated 

us on his ongoing work to help the Church avoid legal liabili-
ties. He told us our pastoral ministry has conducted its work 
in a very professional and mature manner, thus avoiding any 
costly legal pitfalls. 

The rest of the morning and afternoon was spent fur-
ther explaining and discussing the plans. By the end of the 
afternoon the board was ready to formally approve all three 
documents and did so unanimously.

Wednesday morning we had a policy discussion on what 
would be appropriate and inappropriate relationships with 

The Ministerial Board of Directors held its 
annual meeting to discuss plans for 2014.

by joel meeker

From Surviving  
to Thriving

Expanding the work
Left Jim Frank addresses 
the Ministerial Board of 
Directors Opposite page 
Richard Thompson takes 
notes; MBOD chairman 
Joel Meeker takes a 
coffee break with legal 
counsel Jason Ranew; 
international liaison 
Leon Walker listens to a 
presentation
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other Church of God organizations. We 
want to be open and welcoming without 
upsetting the wonderful confidence and 
stability God has given us thus far. This 
helpful discussion started the ball rolling; 
we will revisit this discussion in future 
meetings.  We also discussed whether we 
needed a vision statement at this phase of 
our development. Ultimately, in discus-
sion with the administration, we decided 
there was not an urgent need, since the 
Bible gives us a distinct vision of what the 
Church should be. We may also revisit this 
question in future meetings.

Atmosphere of brotherhood
We finished our business by noon, 

and several board members wished to 
move quickly toward the airport before a 
predicted ice storm hit the area. Those who 
needed to fly home did arrive at an airport 
hotel just before the storm struck, but sur-
face conditions quickly became so danger-
ous and so many flights were canceled, that 
most found themselves iced-in through 
the weekend. Ultimately, everyone arrived 
home safely. 

Arnold Hampton said of the meetings, 
“I would characterize the atmosphere of 
the meetings, fellowship and activities 
using the French expression joie de vivre. 
Indeed, it was a delightful environment.”

Richard Pinelli agreed: “I felt a close 
feeling of brotherhood.  Trust has been 
such an important quality.  The open-
ness without the feeling of people having 
hidden agendas has been most refreshing.  
What you see is what you are getting.”

The board is thankful to God for His 
protection in our travel and His guidance 
and blessing on our meetings. We also 
thank you for your prayers for success in 
our work. OA

A top priority for 2014 is 
completing a database 
that will identify mem-
bers, coworkers and 
donors. This will make 
it possible for us  to 
correspond with them 
regularly with special 
offers and engagement 
opportunities.

Ministerial Services will 
continue the Focused 
Mentoring Program, 
which included eight 
couples in its inaugural 
year (2013). Two individu-
als from that group were 
hired into the full-time 
ministry, and two oth-
ers were ordained as 
elders. This year nine 
couples will go through 
the 12-month program, 
which requires 150 hours 
of biblical education 
classes provided over the 
Internet by Foundation 
Institute instructors. 

We plan to hire two pas-
toral candidates in 2014.

The 2014 Media budget 
will be 40 percent more 
than the 2013 budget.

Media will look into mak-
ing use of several types of 
advertising on the radio, 
TV and the Internet. 

We will work with writers 
and speakers to make 
sure all articles and mes-
sages have a strong call-
to-action component.

We plan to build Discern 
into a strong publication 
and promote it heavily.

We will continue our 
system of providing fresh 
content for the seven 
silos on the LHT website, 
as well as e-booklets and 
downloadable content.

Video content is one of 
our highest priorities; 
and with a studio coming 
nearer to completion, we 
will be closer to having a 
set that will give us much 
greater flexibility to pro-
duce a variety of content. 
Potential ideas include: 

• An Internet TV 
program (either a 
30-minute version or 
shorter “sermons for 
the world”).

• YouTube short videos 
(e.g., short clips from 
sermons).

• One-minute short vid-
eos by young adults 
on some aspect of 
God’s way of life.

• Using young adults in 
the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area for producing 
commentaries.

• Creating video sup-
port for each page of 
LHT.

Ministerial Services 
and Media will work in 
tandem to develop an 
aggressive program for 
involving young adults 
in the media work of the 
Church. We should have 
more youthful faces in 
our videos.

Last year the Young Adult 
Leadership Weekend 
involved more than 
400 young adults and 
focused on serving in the 
local congregations. We 
will expand the YALW in 
February 2014 to seven 
different locations. The 
theme of this year’s 
YALW is “Our Example: 
Representing God in the 
World.”

Young adult monthly 
webcast Bible studies will 
begin in mid-January of 
2014. 

Strategic and 
Operation Plan 
Highlights
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T
Salt and 

Light

The Duty of Salt  
and Light
None of us likes false advertising.
Neither does God.
by doug horchak

there are few things more frustrating than buying 
a product and then finding out that it’s nothing like it was 
advertised! Whether it involves purchasing a home, buying 
a pair of shoes, getting a hotel room or eating out at a res-
taurant, if something isn’t as advertised, we cry, “Foul! False 
advertising.”

God’s feelings about false advertising are no different. He 
believes in telling the truth, and anything that He promotes 
or describes will be just as He said it would be! That brings the 
topic back to all of us—the members of His Church. As Chris-
tians, are you and I “as advertised”? Do we fit the description 
that Christ said we would when He instructed His disciples in 
Matthew chapter 5?

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus first pronounced bless-
ings on those who represent the character of God through 
their attitudes. Then He followed by immediately addressing 
the duty of His disciples to reflect the values and standards of 
God in their everyday lives—to actually be representatives of 
Him in the world. 

In Matthew 5:13 He said to His disciples, “You are the 
salt of the earth”! In so stating, Christ showed His disciples 
that they are the only people on earth that give meaning and 
“flavor” to those they live among. That is, it is through God’s 
elect, His Church, that He offers humanity the opportunity to 
fulfill our destiny.

He continued, “But if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it 
be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out 
and trampled underfoot by men” (Matthew 5:13). Salt that has 
no taste is worthless! It is no different than if I were to pur-
chase online a pair of shoes advertised as size 10D and made 
of quality leather-only to find out upon delivery that they are 
size 7 and made of cardboard. Since you have a size 10D foot, 
they are good for nothing! And thus it is for all of us. We need 

to “stay seasoned” by continuing to love God and model His 
way of life!

In using this illustration, God is showing that His job for 
us—once we are converted—is to reflect God’s values in our 
personal example. And we are to do this all while living in a 
world that is going the wrong direction. It is a duty that we as 
Christians should not take lightly!

Christ continued the thought in Matthew 5:14-15 where 
He instructed His followers, “You are the light of the world. 
A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light 
a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it 
gives light to all who are in the house.” 

Our presence, our actions, our very lives should be an 
example that others can see! He instructs 
Christians to “let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father in heaven” (Mat-
thew 5:16). It is our good works (not a poor 
example) that others should recognize. And 
even though the apostle Peter acknowledges 
that some in this world may not give us the 
credit of representing the true God until the 
very end of the age (1 Peter 2:12), we must 
never lose sight of the importance of our 

example and the legacy we leave behind. 
But why is our example so very important? Why is model-

ing godliness in the way we live our lives so valuable in the 
eyes of God?

It is because such a gleaming and Christlike example is 
the very best advertisement for God and what He represents. 
It shows the results that can be achieved when a person, with 
the help of God’s Holy Spirit, lives according to God’s instruc-
tion! It goes beyond preaching the gospel, to living the gospel. 

There is no better testimony or proof of God and the value 
of His way of life than the living example of a changed human 
being-a person who now has the mind of Christ (Philippians 
2:3-5). 

It has been said that Christ’s parables and illustrations 
were simple in telling but profound in spiritual meaning. The 
analogies of comparing God’s people to salt and light are just 
that. Simple, but profound.

Let us recognize our duty to reflect God’s values in our 
everyday life. Let us be as advertised—the “salt of the earth” 
and the “light of the world.” OA

God is showing that His job for us—once we are 
converted—is to reflect God’s values in our personal 
example. And we are to do this all while living in a world 
that is going the wrong direction. It is a duty that we as 
Christians should not take lightly!
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Many people are drawn to the ocean or sea for solitude 
and relaxation. I, on the other hand, have always been 

drawn to the mountains. For those very short moments 
on the summit or the side of a mountain cliff overlook-
ing a green valley thousands of feet 
below, I am overcome with purpose 
and an invigorating thirst for life, as 
the Almighty’s power is clearly seen 
all around me and felt in the high 
altitude winds (Romans 1:20). 

On July 24, 2013, after 10 years and 
a lot of determination, I was blessed to 
finish the “fourteeners” of Colorado 
when I summited North Maroon 
Peak in the Maroon Bells Wilderness 
Area with my climbing partner, Jim 
Chapman. This climb marked my 
58th 14,000-plus-foot summit.

 As of December 2013, a total of 
1,573 people have officially finished 
the fourteeners since 1923 when Carl 
Blaurock and Bill Ervin first climbed 
them all. Some call it the Fourteeners 
Grand Slam.

The spiritual quest
Over the years I have drawn many parallels between 

my physical and spiritual life during what I called my 
Fourteener Quest. When I first started mountaineering in 
Colorado, I was very green and untested, so I made many 
mistakes. For one, I didn’t have the correct footgear and 
would come home with huge blisters on my feet that would 
take weeks to heal.  However, I had at least educated myself 
enough to know I needed to get off the mountain early to 
avoid the violent thunderstorms and weather that tend to 
roll into the Rockies in the afternoon hours. Many have 
died from lightning strikes in the high country or from 
being blown off the mountains by high winds or swept over 
the cliffs during a downpour.   

Spiritually, when we start our quest for God’s way of life, 
we make rookie mistakes; but God allows us to be tested in 
order to see our faith. We become stronger spiritually as we 
continue our spiritual quest to the Kingdom (1 Corinthi-
ans 10:13). We, too, have to protect ourselves against being 

Writer’s 
Block

Every year many attempt to summit more than 50 
peaks with an elevation over 14,000 feet in Colorado, 
but often they are turned around by violent storms 
and weather. What parallels can we draw between 
this physical test and our spiritual quest?

Conquering the  
Colorado Fourteeners

Article and photos by 
greg peoples

tossed around by every wind of doctrine the world throws 
at us, or those proverbial high altitude winds can also take 
us away from our goal of the Kingdom (Ephesians 4:14).   

Fortunately, by climbing some of the less technical 
fourteeners in those early years, I was able to gain the 
needed mountaineering experience and education gradu-
ally. I learned important lessons through hail storms, 
strong winds, sprained ankles, and getting battered and 
bruised on the rocks in my pursuit to taste the victory of 
the summit, to see what few are able to see from the top of 
the mountain.

Likewise in our spiritual journey, we also get battered 
and bruised for standing up for the truth. We, too, become 
educated and more knowledgeable from our experiences in 
life in order to fulfill our spiritual potential (Hebrews 2:10). 
With mountaineering, if you do not educate yourself and 

continue to improve your tech-
niques as the mountains get harder, 
investing in better equipment and 
maintaining your physical condi-
tioning, you will fail in your quest. 
Many die each year as a result of 
poor planning and judgment. 

This is also absolutely true for 
our spiritual quest for the Kingdom 
of God. If we don’t change for the 
better, continue to struggle for 
more understanding and better 
prepare our lives, over the years 
we will atrophy and risk losing our 
spiritual reward.

Why climb?
There is one main question 

that people like to ask a Colorado 
mountain climber. Why climb the 

fourteeners? Climbers have different reasons, but for me I 
climb because it tests the limits of my internal endurance 
and pushes me past my comfort zone by forcing me to 
take calculated risks. Mountaineering helps me develop a 
mental toughness that allows me to push past the pain and 
lack of oxygen I face as I near the summit. Mountaineer-
ing sharpens the senses and makes me feel alive. Above all, 
being up on the summit makes me feel closer to our Creator 
God, and I enjoy a little deeper this blessing and gift of life 
we have been given (Luke 12:22-24).

Spiritually, we, too, have to keep our senses tuned and 
our spiritual discernment in check in order to avoid life’s 
pitfalls and win those spiritual battles we must fight to 
obtain our spiritual crowns (2 Timothy 4:7-8).

When you are in Colorado and you see one of the 
fourteeners high above the tree line, maybe you can better 
appreciate why some of us are drawn to the awe-inspiring 
creation of God. Some are drawn to the sea and ocean, but I 
will always be drawn to the mountains. See you on the sum-
mit some day! OA

Greg Peoples stands trium-
phantly on the summit of 
North Maroon Peak  
Background The Maroon 
Bells tower over Crater Lake
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Q
Personal 
Contact by cecil maranville

Answer: First, let’s put the words you quoted about God working in us in their 
context. They are the last part of a sentence that begins in the previous verse: “Therefore, 
my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more 
in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling” (Philippians 2:12, 
emphasis added).

“Working out our own salvation” may seem to run contrary to other scriptures, such as 
Romans 3:27-29: “Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but 
by the law of faith. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the 
deeds of the law.”

We must carefully read these verses to not take them out of context and misrepresent 
what Paul was teaching. From the background here in Romans, we see the subject is 
justification, which is the forgiveness of past sins. There is a vast difference between being 
justified and the inaccurate idea that from then on “it makes no difference if a believer 
sins (breaks God’s law), because every sin is already forgiven.”

Paul concludes this section with unmistakably clear words: “Do we then make void the 
law through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish the law” (Romans 3:31). 
Believers understand that God’s law shows them how they should live, and they under-
stand we must keep God’s law! 

That said, God still gives all humans the ability, and the responsibility, to make deci-
sions and take actions.  For believers, Christ is in us through the Holy Spirit, but even then 
Christ only guides us as we submit to Him—He never takes over a person’s actions. Thus, 
a person can choose to follow the direction God gives, or a person can choose to follow 
the inclination of human nature or the lure of temptation.

With every thought, we have a choice to make (see 2 Corinthians 10:3-6)—we can 
bring “every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,” or we can choose carnal 
thinking and behavior.

Therefore, the answer is no, everything we do is not really “Christ doing it in us.”
Christ and the Father are in us (John 14:23) through the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is 

the mind and power of God that enables the believer to understand and to act upon God’s 
will (John 14:26). The issue is whether or not we will work to “let this mind be in you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5). That is how God “works in you both to 
will and to do for His good pleasure” (verse 13).  

There are several overlapping doctrines that need to be understood to get the full 
picture. We recommend a series of articles posted on our website to help you prove these 
truths from the Bible: 

• “What Is Justification?”
• “The Faith of Abraham.” 
• “Grace: What Does It Mean?” (In this section’s right-hand column of related topics, 

we recommend you also read “What Is Grace?” and “Fall From Grace?”)
• “Christ in Us: How Does He Live in You?” OA

Question: The Bible teaches that it is God 
who works in us both to will and to do according to 
His good pleasure. We are also taught that there is 
nothing we can do on our own unless Christ does it 
in us. That is so that no one will boast except in the 
Lord. What do you understand? If Christ lives in us, 

who is responsible for our actions?

There is a 
vast difference 
between being 

justified and the 
inaccurate idea 
that from then 

on “it makes 
no difference 

if a believer 
sins (breaks 
God’s law), 

because every 
sin is already 

forgiven.”

http://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/faith/the-faith-of-abraham/%29
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/grace/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/grace/what-is-grace/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/grace/fall-from-grace/
%28http://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/christian-conversion/christ-in-us/
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portraits of faith

Recently, the twin cities of 
Minneapolis and St. Paul, Min-
nesota, celebrated 50 years as a 
Church of God congregation. 

At the celebration we shared pictures of 
socials, weddings and other events from 
the past—including pictures of our physi-
cal and spiritual family members who were 
faithful to the end of their physical lives. It 
was especially enjoyable to reminisce about 
the part these family members had in the 
history of God’s Church in the Twin Cities.

Sharing these memories of beloved 
brethren caused me to contemplate how 
they and others have hung in there and 
stayed faithful for so many years. We all 
know that we must stay close to God, but 
what contributes to that staying power? 
What helped these pillars stay the course?

I talked with a number of people in the 
congregation who have been around for 
many years and asked them what advice 
they would give to others in order to help 
them stay faithful to God’s way.

Pray about it
Gatha Williams, our oldest member in 

the Twin Cities congregation, is 92 years 
old and still attends services regularly. She 
offered the following advice: “All the things 
you know we should do, stick with them! 
… Be honest and straightforward and 
don’t cause trouble. Don’t go talking about 
people. You’ll be in contact with all kinds 
of people in the Church. You have to know 
what is right and not be negatively influ-
enced by others. Pray about it a lot and try 
to think on what you should say.”

Another member of our congregation, 
who died in the faith after 45 years, used 
to say to me, “Why don’t we just keep the 
commandments?” I often thought this was 
an oversimplification. However, looking 
back on his advice as well of that of our 
eldest living local member, I have to con-
clude it really is all very basic. We just have 
to enlist God’s help and do it!

Staying 
Power

After 50 years in God’s Church, 
longtime members share advice 

on how to stay faithful.

Go back to the basics
Other advice I received centered on 

loyalty to God and not the organization. 
Members added the following advice:  

• Pay attention to what God says.  
• Your faith is validated by God and 

Jesus Christ and not by some human 
organization.

• Stay close to God and pray that you 
will hear the Shepherd’s voice and 
know who to follow.

This advice all points back to the basics 
of staying close to God and using our 
spiritual tools of prayer, study, meditation 
and fasting. 

It can be too easy to get bothered by 
little things or hung up on details. Don’t 
“major in the minors,” one longtime mem-
ber advised.

Be thankful
Another point brought up by a longtime 

member was simply to be thankful. This 
advice is directly out of God’s Word. In 
Philippians 4:6-7 we read, “Be anxious for 
nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made known to God; and the 
peace of God, which surpasses all under-
standing, will guard your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus.”

To tie this all together, the best piece of 
summary advice came from one current 
member who was at the first service in the 
Twin Cities 50 years ago. He said, “Obedi-
ence must come first before understanding 
enters the heart and mind of those who 
want to grow with understanding. There 
are many principles that need to work in 
concert to build a solid Christian.” 

His advice is best expressed from God’s 
Word in Proverbs 3:1-6: “My son, do not 
forget my law, but let your heart keep my 
commands; for length of days and long 
life and peace they will add to you. Let not 
mercy and truth forsake you; bind them 
around your neck, write them on the tablet 
of your heart, and so find favor and high 
esteem in the sight of God and man. Trust 
in the Lord with all your heart, and lean 
not on your own understanding; in all 
your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall 
direct your paths.” OA

by barbara lee

Spokesman Club in the mid-1960s; Beverly 
and Sherwin McMichael, the first pastor 
in the new Minneapolis congregation, in 
c. 1964; Minneapolis cheerleaders in 1980; 
Minneapolis YOU basketball team in 1980; 
50th anniversary celebration in 2013
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News  From the Congregations

Honoring our seniors
Seniors in Roanoke, Virginia, laugh and share stories at the luncheon given in 

their honor

Durban, South Africa
Longtime Member Turns 96

Jacoba Visser, of the Durban, South 
Africa, congregation, recently celebrated 
her 96th birthday.

Cobie was born in Friesland, Holland, 
on Nov. 19, 1917, and immigrated to South 
Africa with her husband and their four 
children in 1953. In 1959 they moved to 
Zimbabwe, at the time called Rhodesia, 
where they lived for the next 34 years. It 
was while living in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, 
that Cobie and her husband, Martin, began 
reading The Plain Truth magazine. This led 
to their baptisms in 1970, which took place 
in the reservoir on their farm. They both 
attended services in Bulawayo until their 
return to South Africa in 1993.

Cobie has been a widow for some years 
now and lives on the South Coast of Kwa-
Zulu Natal with her daughter Anneke. She 
is no longer able to attend Sabbath services 
or the Feast of Tabernacles but still enjoys 
listening to recorded sermons, which she 
does daily.

A longtime friend and Church member, 
Reg Brink, visits with her regularly and  
kindly keeps the Passover with her, which 
she really appreciates.

Although Cobie is now physically frail 
and has poor eyesight, she is still mentally 
alert and has not lost her love for God’s 
truth and future Kingdom.

Neville Smith On the Sabbath of Nov. 9, the Roanoke, 
Virginia, congregation treated its senior 
members to a very special luncheon. Roa-
noke’s young adults and teens planned and 
served the meal, which consisted of salad, 
lasagna and French bread, followed by ice 
cream with toppings for dessert (mara-
schino cherries were, as always, a crowd fa-
vorite). Young and old members alike were 
able to share a trip down memory lane as 
they viewed the seniors’ photographs from 
days gone by.

The luncheon was preceded by a sermon 
from local pastor John Foster on the value 
and worth of older Church members. At 
the conclusion of the meal, the seniors and 
the teens, who participated in serving, each 
received a chocolate bar and a bookmark 
inscribed with Psalm 118:24: “This is the 
day the Lord has made; we will rejoice and 
be glad in it.”

Jeremy Lallier

Roanoke, Virginia
Seniors Honored at Luncheon

London, Kentucky
Quilt Presented for Years of 

Service
The Sabbath of Nov. 9, 2013, was indeed 

a wonderful Sabbath for the congregation 
in London, Kentucky. After services, a 
huge surprise was in store for Bill and Judy 
Swanson, a longtime ministerial team in 
the Church. The local congregation wanted 
to show appreciation for the Swansons’ 
dedicated service to God and His people 
over the last few years. A beautiful quilt 
called “Children of Israel” was presented to 
them to say “Thank you and we love you!”

The quilt was made by a member of 
the congregation, Carolyn Carroll, who is 
known for her expertise in quilt making 
throughout the state. 

The design of the quilt is based on the 
second chapter of Numbers, when God 
assigned the children of Israel positions of 
where to camp around the tabernacle. Each 
tribe was given a standard or banner. The 
colors of the banners for each tribe were 
not recorded in the Scriptures; however, 

Cobie Visser, although unable to 
attend Sabbath services, still has not 

lost her love for God’s truth



January 2014 13

After Sabbath services on Nov. 16, 2013, 
the Clarksville, Maryland, congregation 
had a fabulous Thanksgiving potluck meal 
provided by the brethren. We had the 
traditional turkey and dressing, cranber-
ries, sweet potatoes, pumpkin pie and so 
much more. It was a sight to behold and to 
be enjoyed.

We viewed a PowerPoint presentation of 
pictures of the brethren from the Feast sites 
they attended around the world. 

After the meal and the Sabbath were 
over, we all participated in a fund-raising 
auction of unique items we bought at 
the Feast of Tabernacles specifically for 
the fund-raiser. The bidding was fun, 
competitive and lively, in part because we 
all knew the money raised would go to 
the Foundation Outreach International 
program. 

It was also announced that the auction, 
coupled with our earlier collection of the 
brethren’s loose pocket change, brought in 
a total of $575 for FOI! 

After the auction, we played a challeng-
ing game of Bible baseball.

David LeMarr

according to Jewish tradition, the banner 
colors were based on the colors of the 12 
stones in the breastplate of the high priest, 
listed in Exodus 39:8-14.  

Among the laughter and tears, everyone 
enjoyed seeing the beautiful quilt find its 
home with the Swansons. 

Janice Miracle

Clarksville, Maryland
$575 Raised for FOI at 
Thanksgiving Potluck

Clarksville, Maryland
Third Annual Chili Cook-Off

The Third Annual Chili Cook-Off 
was held on Sunday, Oct. 27, 2013, at the 
home of the LeMarr family in scenic Point 
of Rocks, Maryland. Brethren from the 
York and Bedford, Pennsylvania, and 
the Clarksville, Maryland, congregations 
traveled to the cook-off. It was a perfect fall 
day with a clear blue sky and bright warm 
sunshine. Over 30 brethren were present, 
and there were eight chili chefs and six 
chili judges. 

The chili entries varied from the ex-
otic—containing chocolate and coffee—to 
the hot and spicy to the sweet, mellow and 
mild. In addition to the delicious chili, 
there was homemade corn bread, salads 
and desserts. The brethren enjoyed each 
other’s company and friendship. 

The first-place winner was Phil Castro; 
second place went to Radford and Sandy 
Wine; and third place went to Amelia 
McGhee. We look forward to next year’s 
chili cook-off!

David LeMarr

Fun and fund-raising
Top, left to right: Bev McKnight, Sylvia Robertson and Inez Burrow fellowship 

at the Hickory, North Carolina, fish fry; Perry Wisner takes a peek into the 
bucket of loose change collected to add to the FOI fund-raiser Bottom: 

Winners of Clarksville, Maryland’s Third Annual Chili Cook-Off-Sandy Wine,  
Phil Castro and Amelia McGhee-proudly show their certificates

On Saturday evening, Dec. 14, the 
Hickory, North Carolina, congregation 
held its annual fish fry social, hosted by 
Ellis and Annie Lail. Every year Mr. Lail 
spends several weeks in Daytona Beach, 
Florida, fishing for bluefish, which he then 
shares with the brethren at this event. 
The deliciously prepared bluefish was also 
served with all the trimmings. Brethren 
from the Greensboro, North Carolina, 
congregation joined the Hickory brethren, 
totaling 56 in attendance. The fun evening 
continued with warm fellowship, door 
prizes and musical entertainment.

Ron Kelley

Hickory, North Carolina
Annual Fish Fry
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After the Sabbath of Dec. 7, 2013, 
Danielle Moore was baptized. She and her 
husband, Sheridan, and their 4-year-old 
son Lucius are citizens of the Bahamas. 
They immigrated to Toronto, Ontario, in 
August of 2012. Sheridan is originally from 
Nassau while Danielle is from the nearby 
island of Eleuthera. 

Danielle is also a Canadian citizen. 
She began attending the Church of God, 
a Worldwide Association, with Sheridan 
before the untimely decease of Kingsley 
Mather. Sheridan provided the technical 
assistance for the Caribbean webcast at 
the time. He does similar helpful technical 
work for us in Toronto. Danielle teaches 
first grade at a Toronto private school. She 
recently participated in the Toronto half 
marathon. 

Graemme Marshall

Baptisms

Announcements

We encourage members to send 
announcements to be featured in One 
Accord. We feature events in members’ 

lives, including baptisms, births, 
engagements, weddings, significant 
anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.), 

graduations and obituaries. Typically 
they run between 50 and 100 words; 

however, we ask that all submissions 
stay under 250 words. Please submit a 
high-resolution color photo along with 

the written copy to your congregation’s 
reporter.

Lois Martin experienced an event this 
year that many members were never able to 
experience—Lois was baptized during the 
Feast of Tabernacles!

Lois has been attending church for 
more than two years and began counsel-
ing for baptism a few weeks before the 
Feast this year. She is now a member in the 
Columbia, Missouri, congregation; but the 
Church of God, the Sabbath and the Feast 
are not new experiences in her life. Lois 
met her husband, Jim, who grew up in the 
Church, a quarter of a century ago! It was 
then she first attended Sabbath services 
and the Feast; however, she never made a 
commitment or seriously studied God’s 
Word, even though The Plain Truth and 
Good News magazines were always present 
in their home.

It was their son Brent who inspired Lois 
to seriously check out this way of life. At 
the age of 15, after having grown up follow-
ing God’s laws and not celebrating pagan 

holidays, Brent had already decided that 
he was going to follow God. Lois stated, 
“Brent’s decision made me critique my life 
and ask where I wanted to be.”

Lois attended a Protestant church a 
couple of times but felt like a hypocrite 
because she was already convicted that 
Saturday was God’s Sabbath day. After 
more study, she approached her boss at 
the Hilton Hotel where she was a manager 
and explained she wouldn’t be working on 
the Sabbath any longer—and she didn’t.  
She wasn’t fired despite pressure to work 
during the Mizzou football season.

What was the deciding factor that 
convicted Lois to be baptized? Every week 
at church services, at Bible study or when 
reading a Life, Hope & Truth article, she 
was bombarded with the thought, “Lois, 
Lois, this message is for you.”

We welcome Lois to God’s family!
Greg Sargent

Danielle  and 
Sheridan 

Moore with 
their son, 

Lucius

Jim, Lois and Brent 
Martin

Weddings

Beth-Erin and 
Tyler Smith

Beth-Erin Springer and Tyler Landon 
Smith were united in marriage on June 23, 
2013, in Milford, Ohio. The ceremony, of-
ficiated by Chris Moen, was followed by an 
evening reception. 

The bride was escorted by her father, 
Mark Springer. Her maid of honor was her 
sister, Kerianne Springer, of Dayton, Ohio, 
and her bridesmaids were Amy Long and 
Anna Goroncy, both of Cincinnati, Ohio.

Logan Smith, brother of the groom, was 
best man. Groomsmen were Braxton Rowe 
and Gavin Pendergast, both of Tacoma, 
Washington. 

Beth-Erin is the daughter of Mark and 
Marti Springer of China Grove, North 
Carolina. Tyler is the son of Julie Smith of 
Seabeck, Washington, and Don Smith of 
Federal Way, Washington, and he is the 
grandson of Jerry and Jeanette Berg of 
Seabeck.   

The couple honeymooned in France and 
Spain. They reside in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Marti Springer
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After his discharge, Ron went on to 
work for Union Carbide in Tonawanda, 
New York, and lived a quiet life with his 
family. In the years to follow they became 
interested in the broadcasts of Herbert 
Armstrong and started attending church 
in 1968. The following year they were bap-
tized and have remained members of God’s 
Church ever since.

The Tracy family today consists of 
42 members. Ron and Joyce have three 
daughters and two sons. They also have 11 

grandchildren and eight grandchildren.
The local congregation honored the Tra-

cys with a cake on Nov. 9, and the Tracys 
celebrated this significant milestone by tak-
ing their entire family out to dinner.

Stephan Koenig

Alfred and Audrey Russell celebrated 
their 65th wedding anniversary on Sept. 
23, 2013, at the Feast of Tabernacles in 
Branson, Missouri.  

On Sept. 23, 1948, Alfred Russell mar-
ried Audrey Jean Shaw.  Mrs. Russell was 
baptized into the Church of God in 1977, 
and Mr. Russell was baptized in 1987. They 
are members of the St. Louis, Missouri, 
congregation. 

They have one daughter, Karen Murle, 
and seven sons, Terry, Allen, Roger, James 
(Jim), Kendell, Shawn and Michael (Mike). 
They have been blessed with 16 grandchil-
dren and two step-grandchildren. They 
have 20 great-grandchildren and one great-
great-grandchild. 

Congratulations, Mr. and Mrs. Russell!
Tammy Holman

Anniversaries

Longtime members of God’s Church 
Ron and Joyce Tracy celebrated 60 years of 
marriage in November of 2013. The Tracys 
personal milestone makes them one of the 
longest married couples in the Buffalo, 
New York, congregation.

Ron and Joyce met each other in high 
school. “He was a rascal,” Joyce recalls. 
“That is what attracted me to him.” Joyce 
was the one who initiated the relationship 
by asking Ron to a reverse dance in 1949. 
Nearly four years later, on Nov. 19, 1953, 
the couple was married.

Because of his military service and the 
Korean War, the couple had a small wed-
ding when he was on leave. Despite being 
late in the year, they had great weather 
for the event. “It was a hot day, beautiful 
weather,” said Ron. 

Cora Ellen Bryson Camp, age 85, of 
Toccoa, Georgia, died on Oct. 18, 2013, at 
Tranquility Hospice in Austell, Georgia. 
She was preceded in death by her husband 
of 60 years, Alfred Camp; son, Russell 
Camp; son-in-law, David Rutenber; and 
three sisters and two brothers.

Born Feb. 17, 1928, she was a daughter 
of the late Edward and Dora Watts Bryson. 
She was a member of the Church of God, a 
Worldwide Association, in Jefferson, Geor-
gia. As a homemaker, she enjoyed crochet-
ing and cooking; and she loved all of her 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.  

Surviving family members include her 
daughters, Dolores Rutenber and Debra 
(Jeffery) Williams; her grandchildren, 
Michael, Joshua and Jason Williams, Leah 
and Shane Lawson, and Jennifer Rutenber; 
four great-grandchildren; and sisters and 
brothers-in-law, Lou Dalrymple, Sue Dot-
son, Bette (Billy) Myers and Ben (Jo) Camp.

Funeral services were held on Oct. 21, 
2013, at Whitlock Mortuary with Bruce 
Gore officiating. 

Donna Quintana

Obituaries

Cora Camp

Joyce and Ron 
Tracy

Audrey and 
Alfred Russell

On Oct. 12, 2013, the Houston South, 
Texas, congregation celebrated George 
and Ann Foshee’s 25th anniversary, which 
was on Oct. 9. They were presented with a 
gift from the Church by our pastor, Larry 
Salyer. 

The congregation joined the Foshees af-
ter services in the fellowship hall for cake, 
punch and fellowship. 

George is one of our congregation’s song 
leaders and a regular contributor of special 
music with his clarinet solos. He is also our 
photographer for special events and our 
church album. Ann and George also take 
care of the congregation’s weekly remind-
ers, anniversary list, member list and so 
much more. 

Congratulations and thank you for your 
example of 25 great years of marriage!

Susan Scott Smith

George and 
Ann Foshee
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Southfork Hotel
March 15, 2014 · Plano, Texas

To register, go to

The Dallas, Texas, teens 
cordially invite you on a trip 

to Candyland-an evening 
of dinner and dancing with a 

special presentation honoring 
this year’s graduating seniors. 

Sabbath services and the 
dinner-dance will all take place 

at Southfork Hotel in Plano, 
Texas. We’ve also secured a $74 

hotel rate (double occupancy) 
at the same location:  

SouthforkHotel.com

Regional teen and adult 
basketball games will take place 

the following day at an athletic 
complex minutes away. Early 

registration is $35; for families 
with two or more attending, 

it’s $30 per person. Late 
registration is $38 per person.

 We hope to see you there!

 Dallas 
Teen 
 Formal

cogwadallas.org/teens
southforkhotel.com%0D

