
OOOnnneeeAccordAccordAccord
May 2013

Sharpening 
Iron: The Gift 
That Changes 
Everything

Portrait of 
Faith: An 
Example of 
Fortitude

Foundation 
Outreach 
International 
Board Meets

COGWA Youth Camps
A Call to Greatness



2 One Accord cogwa.org

g
from the president

When I was leaving school, Coach asked me if I was com-
ing to the game, and I reminded him of our discussion my 
sophomore year. He said to me, “I will send Joe out to pick 
you up and drive you to the game.” Sure enough, at about 6 
p.m. Joe pulled up in our driveway dressed in his uniform. 
He told me that Coach had instructed him to come and get 
me, but he knew that I wouldn’t be going. I didn’t go, and 
Coach never brought it up again. He was like that—once he 
saw you were convicted, he respected that and never tried 
to move you away from those convictions.
Recently I found a newspaper article about my old coach. 
We were his first team to coach when he was just out of 
college in 1965. He is still coaching today at the age of 70 
and was being honored as the first coach in Arkansas high 
school history to win 1,000 baseball games and 1,000 bas-
ketball games as a high school coach. He made a difference 
in my life and, evidently, the lives of many others.
Can you make a difference in someone’s life? There is 
always an opportunity to do just that whenever you work 
with young people. And summer camp is a good place 
to do it! I hope all of our youth will consider attending 
camp this year; and I hope that many of our young adults, 
middle-aged adults and senior adults will consider joining 
us. I am confident you won’t regret it!

George Washington Carver once wrote, “How far you go in 
life depends on your being tender with the young, compas-
sionate with the aged, sympathetic with the striving, and 
tolerant of the weak and strong. Because someday in your 
life you will have been all of these.”
The phases or chapters in life come to all of us. We are 
born, we grow up, we develop careers, we retire, and we 
grow old. There is something to be said for each phase. 
Christ said, “I have come that they may have life, and that 
they may have it more abundantly” (John 10:10). Though 
Jesus is primarily referring to spirit life in God’s Kingdom, 
it is clear throughout the Bible that God is always con-
cerned for our well-being and wants us to live fulfilling and 
productive lives.
We have just completed a most inspiring Passover and Days 
of Unleavened Bread. That means summer camps for our 
youth are just around the corner, only weeks away. In the 
Church of God experience there is probably no other activ-
ity that brings together people from all phases of life into 
one neat experience better  than youth summer camps. We 
have grandfathers and grandmothers working with teenag-
ers and young adults. We have young adults working with 
other young adults and teens. And we have teens serving 
other teens. 
Even though I never had the opportunity to attend a 
Church youth camp while growing up, I did have adults 
in my life who were mentors and very important in help-
ing me develop into the person I am today. Recently I was 
reminded of just such a person. 
In high school I was completely committed to the sport of 
baseball. It was a passion for me. And each time our school 
named a new coach, I had to make the trek to the office to 
inform him that I could not play on Friday nights or Satur-
days. When I was a sophomore in high school, we got a new 
coach. So, I had to go through the experience of letting him 
know. He was pleasant enough about it, but he really didn’t 
believe me. His comment to me was, “I know how much 
you love the sport; and if the game is important enough, I 
am confident you will play, Sabbath or no Sabbath.”
That began a good relationship that lasted through the 
rest of my high school years. We did come to one of those 
important games when I was a junior. It was a district 
championship game, and it was scheduled for Friday night. 

making a difference

championship game, and it was scheduled for Friday night. 
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w cogwa youth camps 2013

W
ould you like to wake up each morning 
knowing your life is vitally important 
to the well-being of humanity—that 
what you do will have a long-lasting 
impact? Most people in our Western 
world seem to just roll through life 

with little planning, letting life just “happen” without think-
ing long-term. But in those quieter moments of life—perhaps 
when they unplug from all the technology of cell phones, 
computers and other electronics—some take the time to 
ponder a few of the really big questions of life. Why am I 
here? Why does this planet exist? Is there some greater pur-
pose for my life? Does God have a plan for me?
Those questions, while often ignored in the hustle of 21st-
century life, are some of the most important questions a 
person can ask. God tells us through the pages of the Bible 
that we are not just a “cosmic accident.” We are not just an 
insignificant mass of breathing matter, destined to live for 70 
or 80 years on average and then die, never to exist again.
God has so much more in mind for you because, unlike 
the rest of humanity, God has given you the opportunity 
to make a huge difference in the course of history! You are 
called to true greatness—the kind that doesn’t just impact 
vast numbers of human lives for a decade or two, or even for 
a few centuries. Your call to greatness is one that will impact 
untold numbers of humans and will last for eternity!
Each year God’s festivals take us through a review of the 
fact that He sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die for our sins to 
make it possible for us to be forgiven for breaking His laws 
and to begin keeping them with the help of the Holy Spirit. 
They remind us that, out of the multiple billions who have 
lived and will live before Christ’s return, He is only calling 

a small group of humans now. They are the ones who will 
be changed to spirit to live forever and to reign with Christ 
when He returns to establish the Kingdom of God (Revela-
tion 20:6; Matthew 25:31-34; Romans 8:16-17).
These are the few—the chosen—and they will have the 
opportunity to work with and teach other humans in that 
Kingdom about how they, too, can live forever by turning to 
God and obeying His instructions. Those laws are the ones 
that are also the keys to make physical life the best it can be!
Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to be one of 
those teachers who will show others the way to happiness 
and eternal life (Isaiah 30:20-21). You can be one who helps 
others find the path to happiness in their lives in the flesh as 
well as the path to eternal life in the family of God. You can 
be sure they will never forget it!
We encourage you to accept your call to greatness and ex-
plore more of the incredible meaning of that calling with us 
this year at COGWA Youth Camps! OA

Camp Carter
Texas

June 30-July 7, 2013
Age Range: 12 to 18

Campers: $280

Non-Counselor High 
School Staff: $140

Other Staff: No charge

Application Deadline: 
May 31, 2013

Camp Heritage 
Pennsylvania

Aug. 11-18, 2013
Age Range: 12 to 18

Campers: $280

Non-Counselor High 
School Staff: $40

Other Staff: $20

Application Deadline: 
May 31, 2013

by Ken Treybig

Camp Sequoia 
California

July 21-28, 2013
Age Range: 12 to 18

Campers: $325

Non-Counselor High 
School Staff: $150

Other Staff: No charge

Application Deadline: 
May 31, 2013

Stong Rock Camp
Georgia

July 28-Aug. 4, 2013
Age Range: 12 to 18

Campers: $285

Non-Counselor High 
School Staff: $150

Other Staff: No charge

Application Deadline: 
May 31, 2013

A Call to Greatness
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Greatness is often defined in our society 
in terms of being great, superior, 
distinguished or eminent with synonyms 
like grandeur, largeness and majesty. 
Many look at skill levels—on a court or 
playing field—or at superior knowledge, 
education, wealth or position in society. 
God defines it very differently. He has a 
plan that will bring many sons into the 
glory and majesty of His family. Those 
who are willing to answer the call to help 
bring others into His family will have an 
impact on those lives that will truly last 
for eternity. 
Join us at camp this 
year to learn more 
about how God is 
calling you to true 
greatness. 

Get more information and register at 
camps.cogwa.org

Preteen Camp: A Great 
Place for Your Child to Start
There are few things more enjoyable and contagious than hearing a child 
laugh! And the Church’s preteen camps produce a lot of joy and laughter. 
Why? Because anytime you put together a group of children from God’s 
Church in a beautiful outdoor environment and combine it with great 
activities and competent supervision, you can’t help but have a boatload of 
fun! Each year we have a large group of dedicated ministers, parents and 
teens striving to give a wonderful experience to the children who attend our 
preteen camps. And they all—campers and staff—have a great time!

Camp Bob White, Missouri  June 23-27, 2013
Camp Sequoia, California  June 24-27, 2013
Camp Chattahoochee, Georgia July 21-24, 2013
Camp Arrowhead, Ohio   Aug. 4-7, 2013
Houston Preteen, Texas   Aug. 11-14, 2013
Camp Wood Lake, Wisconsin  Aug. 11-14, 2013

Register at camps.cogwa.org

http://camps.cogwa.org
http://camps.cogwa.org
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Hhave you ever received the 
perfect gift—just the right thing at ex-
actly the right time? If you are a Chris-
tian, a member of the spiritual Body 
of Christ, then the answer is “Yes!”  
God’s Word tells us, “Every good gift 
and every perfect gift is from above, 
and comes down from the Father of 
lights” (James 1:17). 
He has given His chosen people many 
good gifts. He opened our eyes to the 
truth of His Word. He called us out of 
darkness into the light. He granted us 
repentance. He gave us His only Son 
as a sacrifice for sin. He forgave us our 
sins and removed the penalty of eter-
nal death. But He knew that it wasn’t 
enough! He knew that as human be-
ings, powerless to resist the constant 
influence of Satan the devil, we would 
put ourselves right back under the 
death penalty. We needed the power to 
live in submission to God. 
The Day of Pentecost was given to an-
cient Israel as a celebration of the early 
harvest—coming in the early sum-
mer—the first of two annual harvest 
seasons in Palestine. God has used 
the harvest seasons to paint a picture 
of His master plan of salvation for 
mankind. He gave Israel seven annual 
festivals, each of them with a future 
spiritual fulfillment. 
This early, smaller harvest season 
reveals a wonderful truth and gives us 
a unique perspective on human life in 
our time. It shows us that God is not 
seeking to convert all people in this 
age. Rather, He is calling out a “little 
flock” (Luke 12:32) and preparing 
them to serve in the greater harvest—
of virtually the whole human race—
during the millennial rule of Jesus 
Christ and the White Throne Judg-
ment to follow (Hebrews 8:10; Revela-
tion 20:4, 12). These time periods are 

represented successively by the Feast 
of Tabernacles and the eighth day of 
the Feast, commonly called the Last 
Great Day. The Bible indicates that 
during these two time frames, the vast 
majority of all who have ever lived will 
be taught the truth of God and will be 
offered salvation. But God is carrying 
out His plan in a step-by-step manner. 
We are living in the age of the Church, 
founded on Pentecost in A.D. 31. 
“When the Day of Pentecost had 
fully come,” a few days after Jesus had 
ascended to heaven, God sent the Holy 
Spirit to Christ’s disciples in a star-
tling display of His miraculous power. 
“And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak with other 
tongues [languages], as the Spirit gave 
them utterance” (Acts 2:1-4). Though 
some of the patriarchs and prophets 
of old had previously received the 
Holy Spirit individually, the nation of 
Israel had never received it. But now 
a whole class of people was given this 
wonderful gift collectively, binding 
them together in unity (see Ephesians 
4:1-6).  Today we recognize that event 
as the founding of the New Testament 
Church of God. 
This miracle began to fulfill the 
prophecy to Israel in which God says, 
“I will put My Spirit within you and 
cause you to walk in My statutes, and 
you will keep My judgments and do 
them” (Ezekiel 36:27). The apostle 
Paul, in speaking to the Hebrews of his 
generation, paraphrases the prophecy 
of Jeremiah this way: “For this is the 
covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, says 

the Lord: I will put My laws in their 
mind and write them on their hearts; 
and I will be their God, and they shall 
be My people” (Hebrews 8:10).  
It is not too difficult to believe that the 
Holy Spirit can change human behav-
ior, giving us the power to withstand 
the fiery darts of the wicked one and 
to love God’s law. Much more pro-
found is the discovery that through 
the Holy Spirit in our minds we be-
come the begotten children of God. 
This truth is sprinkled through the 
New Testament, but a couple of state-
ments by Paul in the book of Romans 
will summarize it: “For as many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, these are sons 
of God” (8:14). “The Spirit [it]self bears 
witness with our spirit that we are the 
children of God, and if children, then 
heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs 
with Christ” (8:16-17). 
Yes, we are to become heirs with 
Christ of all that God will give Him 
in that day. God says He is “bringing 
many sons to glory” (Hebrews 2:10). 
But in this age He has called only a 
handful into His Church. The rest will 
be called in future ages. We are the 
early harvest, growing and prepar-
ing for the change into spirit children 
of God when Christ returns. For He 
says, “The trumpet will sound, and the 
dead will be raised incorruptible, and 
we shall be changed” (1 Corinthians 
15:52). 
Let us keep the Feast of Pentecost with 
great rejoicing and thanksgiving to 
God for His innumerable and un-
searchable gifts. OA

The Gift That Changes 
Everything by Larry Salyer

Sharpening
Iron

God’s Holy Spirit is a help and comfort in the lives of His 
people. But more miraculous still is how God uses the Holy 
Spirit to work out His plan of salvation.
represented successively by the Feast 
of Tabernacles and the eighth day of 
the Feast, commonly called the Last 
Great Day. The Bible indicates that 
during these two time frames, the vast 
majority of all who have ever lived will 
be taught the truth of God and will be 
offered salvation. But God is carrying 
out His plan in a step-by-step manner. 
We are living in the age of the Church, 
founded on Pentecost in A.D. 31. 
“When the Day of Pentecost had 
fully come,” a few days after Jesus had 
ascended to heaven, God sent the Holy 
Spirit to Christ’s disciples in a star-
tling display of His miraculous power. 
“And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak with other 
tongues [languages], as the Spirit gave 
them utterance” (Acts 2:1-4). Though 
some of the patriarchs and prophets 
of old had previously received the 
Holy Spirit individually, the nation of 
Israel had never received it. But now 
a whole class of people was given this 
wonderful gift collectively, binding 
them together in unity (see Ephesians 
4:1-6).  Today we recognize that event 
as the founding of the New Testament 
Church of God. 
This miracle began to fulfill the 
prophecy to Israel in which God says, 
“I will put My Spirit within you and 
cause you to walk in My statutes, and 
you will keep My judgments and do 
them” (Ezekiel 36:27). The apostle 
Paul, in speaking to the Hebrews of his 
generation, paraphrases the prophecy 
of Jeremiah this way: “For this is the 
covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, says 

the L
mind and write them on their hearts; 
and I will be their God, and they shall 
be My people” (Hebrews 8:10).  
It is not too difficult to believe that the 
Holy Spirit can change human behav-
ior, giving us the power to withstand 
the fiery darts of the wicked one and 
to love God’s law. Much more pro-
found is the discovery that through 
the Holy Spirit in our minds we be-
come the begotten children of God. 
This truth is sprinkled through the 
New Testament, but a couple of state-
ments by Paul in the book of Romans 
will summarize it: “For as many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, these are sons 
of God” (8:14). “The Spirit [it]self bears 
witness with our spirit that we are the 
children of God, and if children, then 
heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs 
with Christ” (8:16-17). 
Yes, we are to become heirs with 
Christ of all that God will give Him 
in that day. God says He is “bringing 
many sons to glory” (Hebrews 2:10). 
But in this age He has called only a 
handful into His Church. The rest will 
be called in future ages. We are the 
early harvest, growing and prepar-
ing for the change into spirit children 
of God when Christ returns. For He 
says, “The trumpet will sound, and the 
dead will be raised incorruptible, and 
we shall be changed” (1 Corinthians 
15:52). 
Let us keep the Feast of Pentecost with 
great rejoicing and thanksgiving to 
God for His innumerable and un-
searchable gifts. 
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Answer: The Bible does not say to bring an offering three 
times. It says that the Israelites should bring an offering when 
they come before God. When did the Israelites do that? Le-
viticus 23 answers: on the seven annual holy days. It was not 
necessary for Moses to repeat this in Deuteronomy 16. People 
were familiar with the holy days. “The whole three are spoken 
of as if they were familiarly known to the people” (Barnes’ 
Notes on the Old Testament, Deuteronomy 16:16; see also The 
Keil and Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament). 

(Although the command in Deuteronomy says for the men to 
come before God, based on Galatians 3:26-28, the New Testa-
ment Church of God understands the instruction to apply 
equally to women. )

Our present policy is based upon the principle behind this 
and other references about offerings. Offerings were given “in 
your appointed feasts” (Numbers 15:1-3). All seven festivals are 
“appointed.” And, according to Leviticus 23, each holy day is a 
holy convocation, which is a special gathering for the worship 
of God.

Explaining the phrase “appointed times” (“seasons” in the 
King James Version) in Leviticus 23:4, the Commentary on 
the Whole Bible by Jamieson, Fausset and Brown adds: “Their 
observance took place in the parts of the year corresponding 
to our March [or April], May [or June], and September [or 
October].” That is, the seven festivals (including the one fast 
day, Atonement) occur within three general “appointed times” 
or “seasons.” 

These three festival seasons were when the Israelites made pil-
grimages to the tabernacle and, later, to the temple to appear 
before God. Those who lived far away likely did not return 
home between Passover and the Days of Unleavened Bread or 

Personal 
Contact by Cecil Maranville

Question: The scripture 
often read before taking 
up holy day offerings 
(Deuteronomy 16:16-17) 
commands God’s people 
to come before Him three 
times a year and to bring 
God an offering. So why 
does the modern Church of 
God take an offering on all 
seven holy days?

between the Feast of Trumpets and the Feast of Taber-
nacles. Once they made the pilgrimage, they would have 
remained in the region throughout each festival season—
and all seven holy days. 
Equally familiar to Israelites at the time was their respon-
sibility to bring an offering when they came before God 
during these seasons. “That this condition [bringing a 
tribute or offering] belonged to all the feasts, though it is 
here stated only in regard to 
the Passover [season], cannot 
be doubted” (Barnes’ Notes 
on the Old Testament, notes 
on Exodus 23:14-17).
Because the Old Testament 
references also speak of 
sacrificial offerings, they do 
not provide a clear answer to 
your question. But they re-
veal the principle that giving 
God an offering on each holy 
day is appropriate.
First-century Church leaders had to make a decision 
about how to obey God’s general instructions, but the 
New Testament does not explain how the early Church 
fulfilled God’s command. 
Christ continues to lead the Church (Matthew 28:20), 
and He guides it in making policy decisions. Therefore, 
with prayer and study, the Church of God under the 
human leadership of the late Herbert Armstrong arrived 
at the policy of taking up offerings on each of the seven 
holy days. The Church of God, a Worldwide Association, 
agrees with that judgment.  OA

All seven festivals 
are “appointed.” 
And, according to 
Leviticus 23, each 
holy day is labeled 
a holy convocation, 
which is a special 
gathering for the 
worship of God.
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GGuadalupe Perez de Mejia had 
been a traditional Catholic prior to 
attending the Church of God for 
the first time just before the Feast 
of Pentecost in May of 1988. Now, 
after 25 years in the Church and after 
the loss of her great companion in 
life, her husband, Moises Mejia, she 
remains steadfast in the faith. 

An Example of Fortitude
by Jorge Iván Garduño
Translated by Pablo Dimakis

Portrait of 
Faith
Guadalupe 
Perez de Mejia

After observing her first church service on that Sabbath 
in 1988-despite her ignorance of the meaning of God’s 
holy days-Guadalupe Mejia decided she wanted attend 
the Feast of Tabernacles. The ministers advised her and her 
husband that they should wait until the next year so that 
they could save their second tithe, but something unusual 
happened. Their daughter, who worked as a stewardess, 
won a prize at her job-an all-expense-paid round-trip to 
any part of the world for three people.
Mrs. Mejia relates that her daughter told them about the 
prize she had won, but it didn’t register in her mind at that 
moment. She was engrossed with learning more about 
God’s Feast, which she yearned to keep.
After some time, Mrs. Mejia remembered what her daugh-
ter had told them about the prize she had won, and she told 
her daughter that she knew where she would like them all 
to go. Her daughter had proposed they go to London or 
Paris, but Mrs. Mejia and her husband told their daughter 
that they wanted to go to Acapulco, Mexico, to attend the 
Feast that year.
And so, instead of traveling to a faraway country and get-
ting to to know other cultures with all expenses paid, they 
decided that they preferred to know God’s way.

Their daughter accepted their decision, and they all at-
tended the Feast of Tabernacles, where their daughter had 
the opportunity to serve as translator. Mr. and Mrs. Mejia 
came to know the true God a little more and had the op-
portunity to fellowship with the members during the eight 
days of the Feast. On the Last Great Day she and her hus-
band felt deeply moved, having fellowshipped and shared 
true hope with the Church. On that last night in Acapulco, 
she and her husband held hands together and wept tears of 
repentance. 
When they returned from the Feast, they counseled with 
their minister, Pablo Dimakis, and let him know that they 
would start tithing right away. They were then baptized in 
the Church of God.
Since then, they followed this way of life together until 
November of 2008, when Moises Eliosim Mejia died. In 
spite of the loss of her intimate and inseparable companion, 
Lupita Mejia (as she is lovingly known in the Mexican con-
gregations), continues attending church services. She is an 
essential part and pillar of the Church of God in Mexico. 
She continues steadfast; shares her story, her love, her af-
fection; and endeavors to attend services every Sabbath and 
fellowship with the brethren. OA
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The Central New York 
congregation recently cel-
ebrated the 50-year anni-
versary of the baptisms of 
Jack and Theresa Beilstein. 

It was a special and moving occasion 
for the small, 17-person congregation. 
The Beilsteins were presented with a 
card and cake and participated in an 
informal Q&A session, in which mem-
bers of the congregation asked various 
questions about their 50-year member-
ship in God’s Church.
It was Mr. Beilstein who first came 
to an understanding of the truth. He 
narrated how he first heard The World 
Tomorrow program by Herbert Arm-
strong while serving in the army in 
Newfoundland, Canada. He excitedly 
told his wife about what he had heard; 
and while she was initially resistant, “it 
eventually sunk in.”  
The Beilsteins were baptized on Jan. 1, 
1963, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and 
began attending the Toronto, Ontario, 
congregation, making the 3½-hour 
trip every week from their home in 
Clifton Springs, New York. A year later, 
the Buffalo, New York, congregation 
was founded, which they attended 
until 1968, when the Rochester church 
began. Mr. Beilstein was ordained a 
deacon on March 18, 1978, and Mrs. 
Beilstein a deaconess on April 6, 1985. 
The Beilsteins have been married for 54 
years and are blessed with six children 
and eight grandchildren. Those who 
know the Beilsteins personally will 
attest to their zeal for God’s truth, their 
unwavering dedication, their consistent 

service, and their love and care for ev-
ery member of the congregation. Over 
their five-decade membership in God’s 
Church, the Beilsteins have opened up 
their home to members on countless 
occasions, hosting hayrides, weddings, 
parties and picnics. The Beilsteins con-
tinue to serve their local congregation 
in numerous ways.
When asked about what advice they 
had to share with others on this jour-
ney, Mrs. Beilstein encouraged us to 
stay close to God and to talk to God 
immediately when we felt the onset 
of any sort of problem. Mr. Beilstein 
implored all members to immerse 

themselves in the work of the Church 
and to “jump in with both feet.” He 
encouraged new members especially to 
be patient with their Christian growth 
and not to expect “things to come too 
quickly.” He likened a Christian’s life to 
a gestation period and commented that 
even after 50 years the onward goal to 
perfection was still a work in progress 
that would not be complete until the 
resurrection. 

The Beilsteins are a precious asset to 
the Central New York congregation, 
and their 50 years of faithfulness is an 
inspiring example to us all. OA

Fifty Years of Faithfulness
by Tine Banda

tTtThe Central New York the Central New York 
congregation recently celtcongregation recently cel
ebrated the 50-year annitebrated the 50-year anni
versary of the baptisms of tversary of the baptisms of 
Jack and Theresa Beilstein. tJack and Theresa Beilstein. 

It was a special and moving occasion tIt was a special and moving occasion 
for the small, 17-person congregation. tfor the small, 17-person congregation. 
The Beilsteins were presented with a tThe Beilsteins were presented with a 
card and cake and participated in an tcard and cake and participated in an 
informal Q&A session, in which memtinformal Q&A session, in which mem
bers of the congregation asked various tbers of the congregation asked various 
questions about their 50-year membertquestions about their 50-year member
ship in God’s Church.tship in God’s Church.

Portrait of 
Faith
Jack and Theresa 
Beilstein

Left Jack and Theresa Beilstein 
continue to serve in their local 
congregation Below The Central 
New York congregation celebrates 
the Beilsteins’ 50th year in God’s 
Church (photos by Scott Lord)
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I
International 
Report

French-
Speaking Africa

in march i made a pastoral visit to our brethren 
in French-speaking Africa. I carried with me printed copies 
of our first three booklets in French, which cover our funda-
mental beliefs, the Sabbath and the annual holy days. 
The first stop was Côte d’Ivoire in West Africa, where I 
spent a Sabbath with two small congregations near Abidjan. 
I spoke on the topic of Christ’s suffering and the suffering 
Christians sometimes endure. The topic of suffering is one to 
which many Africans can easily relate, since most regions on 
this continent are not very comfortable places to live.
After services, I distributed used eyeglasses so that all who 
needed them could find a pair in order to read or read more 
easily. 
Sunday I went on several visits, including one with two new 
people. After learning with surprise that the crucifixion of 
Jesus did not happen on a Friday and the resurrection did 
not take place on Sunday, they asked for another visit.
Early Monday morning I flew on to the city of Lomé in Togo, 
where I spent two days. Each evening I held a Bible study for 
a group of a dozen people. This gave us a chance to catch up 
on our news, study God’s Word together and share an enjoy-
able meal and conversation in the balmy tropical night.
On Wednesday I spent much of the day on a plane that 
stopped in Lagos and Libreville on its way to Kinshasa in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, where I arrived after 
dark. 
Congo has been a troubled country for a long time. Since war 
broke out in 1998, as many as 4 million Congolese have been 
killed and millions of others have been displaced. The great 
mineral wealth in its territory has led to fighting to control 
the lucrative trade. Life is difficult for our brethren, who face 

corruption, civil unrest, rising prices and unsteady income. 
But they are excited to be part of the Church of God.

I had several meetings with the local leaders as well as baptis-
mal counseling sessions over the course of two days. On the 
Sabbath I baptized Claude Pembelongo and Loïc Leyka, two 
young men who have been preparing for baptism for a year 
and a half.

In an early Sabbath service, I spoke about spiritual enemies 
that Christians face, which are the same the world over. We 
had time for an hour of fellowship, and then I had to head to 
the airport to begin my next long trip. After flights to Addis 
Ababa, Entebbe and Kigali, traveling all night, I finally ar-
rived in Bujumbura, Burundi, at 6 a.m.

Later that day, I traveled north to celebrate the Passover with 
35 members in a small two-room mud brick building in the 
rural village of Mugina. Most members walked to attend 
the service, some from several hours away; and rain became 
so heavy that half were not able to arrive in time and had to 
take the Second Passover. Nathan Mokeshimana, our elder 
in Burundi, and I conducted the service by the light of one 
weak light bulb and a small flashlight.

The two rooms were so small and so full of people that the 
men and women sat in separate rooms to facilitate the foot 
washing. We had about one towel to share for every six 
people present. Since most people had walked through the 

Into Africa

New Members  Loïc Leyka (left) and Claude Pembelongo 
(right) were baptized in Kinshasa, Congo

corruption, civil unrest, rising prices and unsteady income. 
But they are excited to be part of the Church of God.

I had several meetings with the local leaders as well as baptis
mal counseling sessions over the course of two days. On the 
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New Members 
(right) were baptized in Kinshasa, Congo

One continent, six countries and 
hundreds of God’s people
by Joel Meeker
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rain and mud in sandals or old shoes, 
the foot washing was not just symbol-
ic—most of the feet were quite dirty.
On the First Day of 
Unleavened Bread 117 
were in attendance in 
Mugina. We met under 
a collection of old 
tarps. The construc-
tion of a permanent 
hall is underway; the 
foundation is laid and 
the bricks have been 
purchased. We hope 
to complete the hall in Mugina by the 
Feast of Tabernacles. After services, 
they were excited to see a copy of this 
year’s French church calendar, since 
their shipment had not yet arrived. The 

noon meal of beef, rice and beans was 
provided by gifts from Church mem-
bers in other countries. Beef is a luxury 
here; most of these subsistence farmers 

only eat meat a few 
times a year.
Wednesday morning 
I had an early flight to 
neighboring Rwanda. 
Our elder, Jean-Marie 
Mundeli, and I had 
the chance to discuss 
the situation and 
needs in Rwanda and 

plan the use of my time. 
On the weekly Sabbath we all left 
early to arrive at the church hall in the 
village of Giti. We had to leave early 
because the last Saturday of the month 

is community service day, when all 
Rwandans are required by law to work 
from 8 a.m. until noon on civil service 
projects like repairing roads, clean-
ing drainage ditches and cutting grass 
on the shoulders of roads. If people 
are stopped on the road during those 
hours, they can be pressed into service 
on the spot until noon.
Checkpoints are set up on many roads 
to catch people not working. My car 
was stopped by a soldier who apolo-
gized but indicated he would have to 
put my Rwandan companions to work. 
I explained that I was a pastor for a 
church that observes the seventh-day 
Sabbath, and that we were on our way 
to a service. I requested that he let us 
pass, and we were relieved when he did. 
After the church service, we had a 
Q&A Bible study. I also had a baptismal 
counseling session with several people, 
which we had to cut short because of 
a powerful rainstorm that was so loud 
on the tin roof that we could no longer 
hear each other even when we shouted. 
A meal was served: chicken, unleav-
ened bread, potatoes, avocados, boiled 
eggs and Fanta. The chicken alone 
made this a feast, since these brethren 
can rarely afford meat.
On Sunday at 3 a.m. I began the long 
trip to the island of Mauritius where I 
arrived that evening. 
I spent the Last Day of Unleavened 
Bread with our brethren on this beauti-
ful island. We had a very enjoyable day 
together with a service, a meal and 
delightful fellowship. These brethren 
only receive visits twice a year, so they 
are much appreciated. I told them I 
hoped to return to visit them again in 
the fall, and I hoped they might have 
some members from other countries 
join them for the Feast of Tabernacles. 
Leaving Mauritius, I spent a few work 
days in France before finally travel-
ing home where I arrived about three 
weeks after leaving. My next African 
trip should be in the fall.  OA

Gathered Together
Brethren in Giti, Rwanda, 
meet on the Sabbath; 
a total of 117 were in 
attendance for the First 
Day of Unleavened Bread 
in Mugina, Burundi
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church that observes the seventh-day 
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Q&A Bible study. I also had a baptismal 
counseling session with several people, 
which we had to cut short because of 
a powerful rainstorm that was so loud 
on the tin roof that we could no longer 
hear each other even when we shouted. 
A meal was served: chicken, unleav
ened bread, potatoes, avocados, boiled 
eggs and Fanta. The chicken alone 
made this a feast, since these brethren 
can rarely afford meat.
On Sunday at 3 a.m. I began the long 
trip to the island of Mauritius where I 
arrived that evening. 
I spent the Last Day of Unleavened 
Bread with our brethren on this beauti
ful island. We had a very enjoyable day 
together with a service, a meal and 
delightful fellowship. These brethren 
only receive visits twice a year, so they 
are much appreciated. I told them I 
hoped to return to visit them again in 
the fall, and I hoped they might have 
some members from other countries 
join them for the Feast of Tabernacles. 
Leaving Mauritius, I spent a few work 
days in France before finally travel
ing home where I arrived about three 
weeks after leaving. My next African 
trip should be in the fall.  
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F
oundation Outreach International conducted a 
board meeting on April 4, 2013, with all board 
members and officers present. Currently serving 
on the FOI board are Jim Franks, Cory Erickson, 
Doug Horchak, Cliff Demarest, Steve McNeely, 
David Register and Rhonda Waddle.

During the meeting, Mr. Demarest and Mrs. Waddle pro-
vided an update on FOI’s financial position and progress on 
corporate matching programs. The board is very appreciative 
of the efforts of the local churches that have conducted fund-
raisers over the past months and the members who have 
contributed to the projects. FOI has also received several 
requests for company matching programs.
Part of developing FOI involves setting up appropriate 
processes and procedures for the organization’s various 
projects. The board discussed a procedure put forward by 
Mr. Franks that details the process for choosing volunteer 
candidates. The board recognizes that choosing the right 
candidates for the projects is crucial for success—both for 
the project and the volunteers. The process was refined and 
approved.
Mr. Horchak provided an update on the two African proj-
ects in Zambia and Ghana, which are set for August of this 
year. Mr. Horchak is working with Tom Clark on the specific 
educational goals of the project.
Mr. Erickson announced that the application deadline has 
passed for the Jordan project, and the pool of candidates has 
been reviewed with the final list of volunteers selected.  The 
start date of the project is still under discussion with the 
schools in Jordan, but the anticipated start date is in mid-
August.
All volunteers for Jordan will be notified shortly of their 
selection, but the final approval is pending adequate funding 
for the projects.
A major portion of the meeting was spent reviewing the 
communication plan for FOI.  Since this is a new organiza-
tion, it is important that information be easily accessible and 
available. The communication plan involves coordinating 
the efforts of the website, social media and church-related 
publications. Plans were discussed as to how to best use the 
available resources to communicate organizational news, 
volunteer opportunities, donation options and fund-raising 
ideas. The board will be recruiting volunteers to assist in this 

process. Two to three volunteer editors, as well as a graphic 
artist familiar with Adobe InDesign, are needed.  
Many local areas have expressed interest in conducting 
fund-raising events, but had questions about the process. By 
the first of June, FOI will have a fund-raising information 
package available that will contain needed information and 
inspiration for a successful event.
The meeting concluded after a discussion led by Mr. Mc-
Neely about the future goals and direction of FOI. It was 
decided that in the future an entire meeting will be dedicated 
to laying out the future vision of FOI. OA

FOI Board Meets to 
Coordinate Efforts
by Rhonda Waddle

Recent Projects Two first-grade students work on their 
play dough crafting skills at the YMWA Centre for Special 
Education in Amman, Jordan; three students in Lusaka, 
Zambia, practice reading aloud in English
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The London Church of God had a “pot-blessing” social and 
game night on Jan. 26, 2013. Sabbath services had been 
changed to 2:30 p.m. so that we would be able to stay over 
and have a social. The weather was bad in the morning with 
icy roads; and if we had not changed services to the after-
noon, we would have had to cancel, as most of our brethren 
live in outlying areas and would not have been able to make 
it!  
The ladies came through as always with delicious dishes that 
both children and adults alike savored!
After the meal, our pastor, Eric Evans, gave a PowerPoint 
presentation showing how the brethren could use social 
media to help the Life, Hope & Truth website gain better 
recognition on the Internet.
After sundown, adults and children enjoyed active computer 
games and also cards. A few of the adults enjoyed just fellow-

shipping, while others played Phase 10, which was an exhila-
rating and fun game, especially when played with partners! 
Everyone agreed that this was something we should do more 
often! 

Judy Swanson

News  From the Congregations

The Jefferson, Georgia, brethren always 
look forward to the annual winter so-
cial, and this year was no exception. 
After Sabbath services on Jan. 26, 2013, 
a delicious covered-dish meal was 
served, and we enjoyed a relaxing time 
of fellowship during the meal. We were 
blessed with guests from the Macon 
and the Atlanta, Georgia, congrega-
tions who came to enjoy the Sabbath 
and Saturday night fun show with us.  
After the Sabbath, the sound system 
crew set up the speakers and soon the 
hall was filled with music and laughter. 
Kevin Bennett and Wes Cohron were 
emcees for the evening, and several of 
our guests took part in the fun show. 
Acts ranged from children’s songs and 
skits to the adult singers to Bruce Gore’s 
rendition of the “The Cremation of Sam 
Magee.” We had several commercial-
type skits, which were quite humorous. 

We also played a game called “How 
Well Do You Know the Brethren?” 

Twenty-one people wrote down little 
facts about their lives, and everyone 
tried to guess who matched each entry. 
A popcorn maker was presented to the 
winner. The children, however, took 
the prize for most entertaining, as they 
performed silly songs and skits for our 
enjoyment. The children also enjoyed 
the “fishing pond,” where they fished 
for small stuffed animals. A cold Janu-
ary night ended with everyone tired 
from laughing and smiling. 

Donna Quintana

Georgia Brethren Warm Up a Cold Winter 
Night With Fun Show and Game Night

The children’s singing 
group hams it up for 
the audience

On the evening of Jan. 19, 2013, the Au-
gusta, Georgia, brethren gathered at the 
home of Ken and Jeanne Walton for the 
annual chili dinner and game night.  
Several Crock-Pots full of bubbling, 
delicious chili were prepared, including 
such varieties as white, buffalo, steak, 
beef and venison. In addition to several 
appetizers, there was also a delectable 
selection of desserts.
Following the chili dinner, many 
brethren continued their fellowship 
while playing games, participating in a 
sing-along or warming themselves by a 
relaxing fire.  
The chili dinner has become one of 
the anticipated annual events for our 
congregation. The Waltons always 
create a warm, inviting and relaxing 
atmosphere for fellowship, fun and, of 
course, good food.  

Ann Hewston

Augusta Samples 
Delicious Chili at 
Annual Event

London, Kentucky, “Pot-Blessing” Social Triumphs Over Blizzard

A few of the young ladies 
play a fun game of Uno
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On the Sabbath of Feb. 23, 2013, the 
Kingston, Jamaica, congregation trav-
eled to Ocho Rios to have a combined 
service with the brethren there. As 
usual, it was exciting to travel down to 
Ocho Rios, which is over 60 kilometers 
(37 miles) away. It’s like going to the 
Feast!  
The main reason for this pilgrim-
age was to facilitate a webcast to the 
Caribbean region with Leon Walker, 
the Church’s international liaison, who 
was on the island to meet with the Ca-
ribbean leaders. He was accompanied 
by his wife, Reba. Also visiting Jamaica 
were Arnold Hampton, the Caribbean 
regional pastor, and his wife, Ann; 
Osmond Douglas, the elder from Bar-
bados; and Janice Mather. We were all 
very happy to meet them.
Our local pastor, Herchial Fisher, led 
the song service. General announce-
ments were given by Mr. Hampton, who 
also introduced Mr. and Mrs. Walker. 
The choir, led by our deaconess Madge 
Thompson, sang “You Are My Song.”
Mr. Walker gave a very inspiring 
sermon about building godly char-
acter and having the will to do good.  
He stressed that it was only by the 
Spirit of God that we can build the holy 
righteous character of God. We were 
admonished to put on the whole armor 
of God so that we may be able to with-
stand the wiles of the devil (Ephesians 
6:11). 
After the service, we were treated to a 
delicious meal of rice and stew peas (a 
Jamaican favorite).  There was great fel-
lowship between the brethren and our 
visitors, and we then journeyed back to 
Kingston, spiritually refreshed.

Sandra Fisher

Sabbath Webcast 
Unites Caribbean 
During International 
Liaison Visit

On a crisp Sabbath morning, March 2, 
2013, about 24 seniors from the Hous-
ton South, Texas, congregation arrived 
for a wonderful Sabbath treat.  
Younger members of our congregation 
came together to plan a brunch hon-
oring our seniors. Very elegant decor 
adorned the fellowship hall, where the 
tables were set with linen tablecloths, 
napkins, beautiful china and silver-
ware. Melvin and Shirley Scott’s table 
was set with Melvin’s mother’s china.  
Several young men escorted our seniors 
to their places, which were marked by 
delicious muffins that doubled as name 
card holders.
Our youth continued to add to the 
relaxing atmosphere with live music—

piano solos, hymns and a variety of 
vocal pieces.  
The seniors enjoyed a delicious hot 
meal of Texas Ranger egg casserole, 
cream cheese Danish, seasoned po-
tatoes, blueberry scones, cranberry 
scones, fruit-and-nut medley, buffalo 
mozzarella salad, buttermilk biscuits, 
apple-chicken sausage, butter, orange or 
apple juice, and fresh hot coffee, which 
was leisurely eaten prior to an abbrevi-
ated service in the afternoon.
This very memorable occasion was a 
highlight of our Sabbath, and seniors 
look forward to any possible repeats in 
the future.  A resounding thank you 
came from each and every member.

Susan Scott Smith

Seniors Honored at Houston South Brunch

The third family ice-skating party was 
a great success in Castle Rock, Colo-
rado. The Castle Rockers enjoyed an 
evening of brisk outdoor skating in 
temperatures that reached down to 16 
degrees on Jan. 5, 2013. Teen and adult 
skaters didn’t seem to mind the chill, 
as they were warmed by each other’s 
enthusiastic smile. Onlookers enjoyed 
standing by the outdoor gas fireplace 
and stargazing above downtown 
Castle Rock.  
Activity organizer Val Peoples was 
reminded of her Canadian roots in 
Edmonton, Alberta, when her congre-
gation would host outdoor ice-skating 

events on open lakes. “Outdoor skating 
is invigorating, even though your face 
gets a little frosty,” she commented.  

Greg Peoples

Colorado Families Ice-Skate Under the Stars

Ice skaters’ red cheeks 
and noses are proof of 

the evening’s success

Robert and 
Carol Zamora

The hosts and hostesses 
of the senior brunch
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In an effort to warm up in the cold Ohio winter and to start 
the year off right, the Newark brethren hosted a costume 
dance on Jan. 26, 2013. All ages participated by choosing cos-
tumes of various kinds. Pirates with treasure, safari explor-
ers, superheroes and princesses all showed up to dance! Ta-
bles were set up for fellowshipping and playing card games, 
while the other half of our gym was dedicated to the very 
fine deejay, Chris Moen, who kept the music entertaining 
and enjoyable for the dancers. We tried line dances, swing 
dances, musical chairs, freeze-frame and ladies’ choice. 
We are a congregation that is spread out between Columbus 
and Cambridge, so we enjoy any means of fellowship that 
keeps us there longer after the Sabbath. God has blessed us 

with a strong sense of unity and a feeling of iron sharpen-
ing iron through our many memories created these past few 
years. 

Sarah Henderson

Pirates, Superheroes and Princesses Crash Ohio Costume Party

Brethren fellowship as 
they watch the dance

On Feb. 16, the Nashville, Tennessee, congregation enjoyed 
a teen activity at the Sky High trampoline center. The Sky 
High facility has trampolines that cover the floor and the 
walls, so guests can literally bounce off the walls as they 
please. The activity was specifically for teens, but some 
enthusiastic young adults and even our pastor, Mark Win-
ner, were spotted trying to defy gravity as well. Although the 
activity only lasted an hour, most reported that an hour of 
continuous jumping was the perfect amount of time before 
their energy was drained.
When the activity was over, the participants enjoyed fellow-
shipping and couldn’t help but laugh at how different walk-
ing is after your body gets used to jumping from place to 
place.  “The floor doesn’t give when it’s concrete!” said Steven 
Duncan, who, like the other jumpers, was a little confused 
when he tried to jump on the main floor after being on the 
trampolines. Fellowship opportunities like these ultimately 
strengthen the brethren, and the Nashville congregation 
wants to thank Anita White for her time in putting together 
the activity.

Amy Duncan

Nashville Teens Jump Sky-High
On the Sabbath of 
Feb. 23, 2013, the 
Greensboro, North 
Carolina, congre-
gation enjoyed its 
third annual Super 
Social.  Brethren 
from Hickory and 
Raleigh, North 
Carolina, as well as 
Roanoke, Virginia, 
joined us in a most 
enjoyable day! We 
had a total of 174 for Sabbath services.
The Sabbath services were very special because we included 
three generations of the Baker family. Jeffrey Baker was our 
song leader. Mark Baker gave the opening prayer.  Jeff Baker 
gave the first split sermon, discussing, “What do you want to 
be when you grow up?” followed by the second split sermon 
by David Baker, which asked, “How are we affected by the 
evils in this world?” The closing prayer was given by grandfa-
ther Haynes Baker!
This year our social’s theme was “A Summer Picnic in Win-
ter.” We feasted on hot dogs, potato salad, coleslaw, sloppy 
joes and many delicious desserts!
After the meal, we moved on to the activities. We had volley-
ball, basketball, kids’ games and fellowshipping. In between 
everything else, we had a silent auction and a cake walk to 
benefit the new Foundation Outreach International program. 
There were many interesting items for sale.  What a blessing 
to be able to help others while you are having fun!

Beverly McKnight

Bakers Take Over Super Social 

Three generations of 
Bakers: Jeff, Jeffrey, 

Mark, David and 
Haynes (seated)

Teens and 
youths literally 
bounce off the 
walls at the Sky 
High trampoline 
center



16 One Accord cogwa.org

Announcements    Baptisms

The Meadville, Pennsylvania, congrega-
tion added two new baptized members 
just before the Sabbath on Feb. 15, 2013. 
John and Diane Sheckler were baptized 
by their pastor, Doug Johnson, at their 
home that afternoon. What a special 
start to the weekly Sabbath!
The Shecklers have been pointing 
toward this moment for some time. A 
brief contact with the Church many 
years ago introduced them to several 
members of the small congregation in 
Meadville at the time, and that contact 
was renewed in earnest three years 
ago. There was an obstacle in the path, 
though—Diane has battled multiple 
sclerosis since her midteens. Both 

seriously pursued their 
baptismal counseling, 
determined to rely on 
God for the help needed 
to see the commitment 
through. 
With the help of a spe-
cially modified hydraulic 
lift and one of the nurses 
who helps provide on-
going in-home care, 
the joyful baptism of 
husband and wife took 
place in their own large 

hot tub at home that Friday afternoon. 
Then John revealed a message given to 
him by one of those friends they first 
met many years ago. An older member 
of the Church died before seeing the 
Shecklers’ baptisms, but she had left a 
message with John to be delivered to 
the baptizing minister on the day he 
was baptized, in humorous apprecia-
tion for his help in her age-related dif-
ficulties years ago. With a smile, John 
said he was to pass on this message: 
“She said to tell the minister to hold 
John under a ‘good long time’!” 
Thankfully, that was unnecessary! Wel-
come to the family, John and Diane!

Doug Johnson

John and Diane Sheckler

Wynn Worthen, age 22, was baptized 
on Feb. 10, 2013. Wynn has a bach-
elor’s in business administration with 
a minor in marketing and is regional 
director of the Granary natural food 
stores owned by his parents, Perry and 
Nancy Worthen, also of East Texas. 
We welcomed yet one more brother 
into the Body of Christ—and just in 
time for Passover of 2013!

Nancy Diraison

Wynn Worthen

The Wheeling, West Virginia, con-
gregation happily welcomed two new 
members to the family.  Brian and Amy 
Kifer were baptized on March 9, 2013. 

The baptism, which took 
place at the home of local 
Church members, was 
performed by the local 
pastor, Don Henson. The 
occasion was celebrated 
with the attendance of 
several family members. 
Brian and Amy have 
been attending services 
in Wheeling, and they 
also frequently visit the 
Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania, congregation.  
Both congregations are 

overjoyed to have gained a brother and 
a sister in Christ.

Christa Miller  

Amy and Brian Kifer

On Tuesday, March 5, Monica Lutta 
was welcomed into the Church of God. 
Peter Hawkins, pastor of the London, 
United Kingdom, congregation, 
baptized Monica with Sonja Hawkins 
present.
Monica, originally from Uganda, 
started attending the Church in 2011 
after meeting a COGWA member from 
Malawi at a conference in Ghana. He 
gave her the website address, and Moni-
ca began studying into the doctrines of 
the Church of God.

Peter Hawkins
Photo by Sonja Hawkins

Monica Lutta
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Announcements    Births
Daniel and Nancy Elliott of the East 
Texas congregation are immensely 
happy to announce the birth of their 
first child, Madison Grace. Madison 
was born on Jan. 18, 2013, and she 
weighed 7 pounds 5 ounces and mea-
sured 19½ inches. After a weeklong 
stay in the NICU for a lung condition, 
she was released to go home. Madison 
is the fourth grandchild of John and 
Lynn Fox of the Salt Lake City, Utah, 
congregation, and the first grandchild 
of Mark and Glenda Elliott of the Fort 
Worth, Texas, area.Madison Elliott

Jacob Krešimir Gordon (“Baby Jake”) 
was born at 9:30 p.m. on Feb. 12, 2013, 
to Claire and Gareth Gordon of the 
Cape Town, South Africa, congrega-
tion.
At birth he was 21 inches (53 centime-
ters) long and 8 pounds 4 ounces (3.795 
kilograms). His five-year-old brother 
Jared is very proud of him! Peter and 
Sonja Hawkins, his grandparents from 
London, England, are very excited and 
relieved at his safe arrival and can’t 
wait to meet him!

Jacob Gordon

On April 5, 2013, Michael Edward Koe-
nig was born at 4:47 p.m. to Stephan 
and Rachel Koenig of the Buffalo, New 
York, congregation. Michael weighed 
9.6 pounds and is a little over 20 inches. 
He was named after his grandpa and 
great-grandpa Koenig (who would have 
been 101 years old the same day). Mi-
chael joins the ranks of siblings Anne, 
Madison and Joseph Koenig. Michael Koenig

It is with great 
pleasure that Jack 
and Vicki Wil-
loughby of Bella 
Vista, Arkansas, 
announce the 
marriage of their 
daughter Zandra 
Vania to Thomas 
A. Harring IV 
of Lexington, 
South Carolina. 
The wedding 
took place on 

the beautifully wooded landscape of Holly Acres, in Gaston, 
South Carolina, where close family along with a few friends 
celebrated the union of Tommy and Zandra on the afternoon 
of Sunday, Dec. 30, 2012. After a five-day cruise to Key West 
and the Bahamas, the newlyweds returned home to Lexing-
ton, South Carolina. Tommy and Zandra attend with the 
Columbia, South Carolina, congregation.

Vicki Willoughby

Zandra and Tommy 
Harring

Weddings Anniversaries    On Dec. 14, 
2012, Cindy and 
Henry Khembo 
celebrated their 
15th wedding 
anniversary! They 
met at the Feast in 
1995 when Cindy, 
31, traveled from 
New York to 
Malawi. Henry, 
45, had previously 
made peace with 
being forever 
single. 

They agreed to keep in touch and maintained a long-distance 
friendship. In 1997 Henry came to the United States to meet 
Cindy’s family and asked her father for her hand in marriage. 
He sat on the floor looking up to Cindy’s dad in a Malawian 
gesture of respect by being seated lower than the elder. Cindy’s 
father agreed immediately. On Dec. 14, 1997, they were mar-
ried in New York. Cindy and Henry have a 12-year old son, 
Jordan, and attend the Queens, New York, congregation. 

R. Norrod

Henry and Cindy Khembo
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After services on Sept. 15, 2012, the 
Houston South, Texas, congregations 
honored Melvin and Shirley Scott two 
days before their 65th anniversary. 
They were presented with a beautiful 
anniversary card and a gift card to Out-
back Steakhouse.
A reception after church services 
included a beautiful and delicious cake, 
along with numerous other snacks and 
punch. Decorations in the hall were 
very fitting for the marriage of 65 years. 
Everyone enjoyed the confetti pictures 

that adorned the tables, showing mile-
stones in their marriage.  
A table with their wedding picture 
and other memorable events was a 
highlight. Our resident photographer, 
George Foshee, took 65 pictures to 
honor the event.  Congratulations, 
Melvin and Shirley Scott!

Susan Scott Smith

Shirley and Melvin Scott 
on their wedding day, 
Sept. 17, 1947

Shirley and Melvin 
Scott cut their 65th 

anniversary cake

This past year Larry and Gloria Wil-
liamson of Springhill, Kansas, cel-
ebrated their 50th anniversary in the 
Church of God. Larry and Gloria were 
high school sweethearts who married 
in 1960 at the ages of 17 and 21. It was 
during their first year of marriage that 
God called them to His way of life, and 
on April 7, 1962, they were baptized 
into the Body of Christ.  
God blessed their little family with four 
children: Cheri, Alan (who is deceased), 
Mark and Laura. The Williamsons have 
devoted many years of service to God’s 
people and have really enjoyed working 
with the youth programs and young 
members.  
For nine years, the Williamsons lived 
on a farm; however, three out of five 
years, they lost everything due to flood-
ing. Soon after, they moved to town to 
raise their children closer to the con-
gregation. After 27 years in the business 
of cleaning out rain gutters and drains, 
Larry was able to retire. Larry and Glo-
ria moved back to a farm 18 years ago, 
where they now enjoy watching their 
six grandchildren grow.  
In 1983, Larry was ordained a deacon. 
The Kansas City brethren appreciate 
their years of dedicated service. They 
have been pillars in our congregation, 
and we are very thankful that they have 
remained faithful to the commitment 
they made to God 50 years ago. 

Katrina Froedge

Randy and Lori Isner celebrated their 
25th wedding anniversary on Jan. 16, 
2013. The Jefferson, Georgia, congrega-
tion celebrated this special occasion 
with the Isners on the Sabbath of Jan. 
26, 2013. After services, the congrega-
tion presented the couple with a gift, 

and everyone enjoyed a special covered-
dish dinner served in their honor. Their 
children, Craig and Paige, surprised 
them with a beautiful anniversary cake.
Randy and Lori met on July 4, 1987, 
when they were both working at Publix 
Supermarket in Orlando, Florida. 
Randy’s father, who was a Methodist 
minister, married the couple in a small 
ceremony in Geneva, Florida.
The Isners live in Dawsonville, Georgia. 
Randy is an area sales manager for the 
wine division at Northeast Sales and 
Distributing, and Lori is the billing 
and coding manager at Digestive Care 
Physicians.
We all look forward to celebrating their 
50th anniversary with them in 25 more 
years.

Donna Quintana

Randy and Lori Isner

Announcements    Anniversaries

Gloria and Larry 
Williamson
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Announcements    Obituaries
Frances Cribb Broad, 81, a mem-
ber of the Florence, South Carolina, 
congregation, died Feb. 5, 2013, at a 
rehabilitation center in Simpsonville, 
South Carolina. Born in Williamsburg 
County, she was a daughter of the late 
C. Brewster Cribb and Nolie McAli-
ster Cribb. She was a retired fire tower 
operator and was baptized into God’s 
Church on Feb. 17, 1980.
She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Samuel Broad; a daughter, 
Marrilyn Murray; a brother, Charlie 
Cribb; a sister, Nadine Cribb; and a 
granddaughter, Connie Miles. She is 

survived by one son, Dewey Carter 
of Greenville, South Carolina; four 
grandchildren; three great-grandchil-
dren; and three great-great-grandchil-
dren.
A graveside service for Mrs. Broad 
was held on Feb. 8, 2013, at the Broad 
Cemetery in Scranton, South Caro-
lina. The service was officiated by Don 
Waterhouse, the pastor of the Augusta, 
Georgia, and Columbia and Florence, 
South Carolina, congregations. Food 
was provided for family, friends and 
brethren following the service.

Faye Campbell

Dominic Hanzely, 64, of the Twin 
Cities, Minnesota, congregation, died 

on Dec. 13, 2012, after a lengthy but 
courageous battle with cancer. 
Dominic was born Dec. 2, 1948, in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. He spent his 
entire career working in the informa-
tion technology industry and greatly 
enjoyed cooking. Dominic was new to 
God’s way; he learned about the truth 
late in life and was baptized on April 
9, 2011.  
He is survived by three brothers, two 
sisters, numerous nieces and nephews, 
and a congregation that loved him 
deeply.

Aimee Lemen

Dominic 
Hanzely

Pamela Keasler Metten of Hammond, 
Wisconsin, was born on Sept. 3, 1946, 
and died Jan. 16, 2013, at the age of 66.  
Pamela spent her young life in Omaha, 
Illinois, and began listening to Herbert 
Armstrong with her mom in the 1960s. 
She and her mother began attending 
Worldwide Church of God in Evans-
ville, Indiana. Pamela was baptized in 
1969.
Pamela married her husband, Ed, in 
1966. March 12, 2013, would have been 
Pamela and Ed’s 47th anniversary. 
Pamela worked at Pearce Hospital as a 
medical secretary until she was blessed 

with the birth of her son, Shane, in 
1971, when she became a stay-at-home 
mom. In 1992 Pamela and Ed began 
running a Dairy Queen Brazier in 
Eldorado, Illinois. Ed began attending 
the Henderson, Kentucky, congrega-
tion with Pamela, and in 1997 Ed was 
baptized.  

 In 1999 they both moved to Wiscon-
sin. Pamela was famous for her gift bas-
kets, all made with love. She was loved 
by her southern and northern brethren 
alike, and we all look forward to seeing 
Pamela again in God’s Kingdom. 

Laurie Bader

Sybil Mae Shaw, of Webbers Falls, 
Oklahoma, died Saturday, Dec. 15, 
2012, at the age of 88. She was a 
member of the Van Buren, Arkansas, 
congregation.  
Mrs. Shaw was the daughter of Calvin 
and Beckie Smithson and was born 
May 31, 1924, in Webbers Falls.
In 1942, she married Odis Cebern 
Shaw in Sallisaw, Oklahoma. He 
preceded her in death on Jan. 20, 2000. 
She was also preceded in death by her 
parents, brothers and sisters.
Survivors include her five children, 
Annabeth, Sarah, Sharon, Cebern and 
Margaret. She had 15 grandchildren 
and 14 great-grandchildren.  
A very kind, giving and good-natured 
person, Mrs. Shaw drew people in; 
and they wanted to be around her. She 
had a great sense of humor, joking in a 
sweet way that was never offensive but 
would strike your funny bone.
Mrs. Shaw was baptized in 1959. She 
had a passion for people and God’s 
Church and never missed services if 
she could help it. Even though she had 
problems with her health, she never let 
that be an excuse for not going to be 
with her brothers and sisters in Christ.  
She was well-loved by the young and 
old. We will miss her and look forward 
to seeing her again at the return of 
Jesus Christ.  

Lori Hull

Sybil Shaw



Graduating High School Seniors: 
We Need Your Bios
Congratulations, seniors! We would like to feature all of our 2013 high
school graduates in the July One Accord. Please take a few minutes to answer 
these questions and send a high-resolution 
photograph (no cell phone pictures, please!) 
by June 1.
1. Graduate’s name.
2. Parents’ names.
3. Congregation and pastor’s name.
4. High school accomplishments.
5. Church activities/hobbies/interests.
6. Plans after graduation.
Also include your phone number or e-mail address 
(we may use it to confirm spellings, etc.). Please give the bio and a recent photo 
(conforming with biblical standards of dress and hair length) of the graduate 
to your congregation’s reporter.
We do reserve the right to edit for clarity and a 200-word maximum length. 
Thank you!

photograph (no cell phone pictures, please!) 




