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pPresident John F. Kennedy was shot while riding in 
a motorcade down Elm Street in the Dealey Plaza 
area of downtown Dallas, Texas, on Nov. 22, 1963. 
�e shooting occurred at 12:30 p.m. local time, and 
President Kennedy was pronounced dead a few min-
utes later at Parkland Hospital. It was a sad day for 
our nation and for the city of Dallas. To be known 
as the city where the president was killed is not an 
accolade that any city would desire. 
A special commission, named a�er its chairman, 
U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice Earl Warren, was 
established to investigate the assassination. A�er 
months of study, the commission declared that the 
president was killed by a lone gunman, Lee Harvey 
Oswald, a 24-year-old employee of the Texas School 
Book Depository. In the 1970s the U.S. House of 
Representatives reopened the case and came to a dif-
ferent conclusion, declaring that there was a conspir-
acy that most likely included another gunman. 
With all this controversy, one historian declared that 
the assassination of John Fitzgerald Kennedy was the 
“greatest mystery of the 20th century.” It was cer-
tainly one of the most questioned and written about 
events of the 20th century. 
�e word “mystery” is used in religion to describe 
something that cannot be understood without some 
sort of divine intervention. �e Catholic Encyclope-
dia, in its article on the Trinity, de�nes “mystery” as 
“a truth which we are not merely incapable of discov-
ering apart from Divine Revelation, but which, even 
when revealed, remains ‘hidden by the veil of faith 
and enveloped, so to speak, by a kind of darkness.’”
According to that source, it would seem that a 
mystery in theology is a truth that you are incapable 
of understanding without divine revelation. If you 
think you understand it, you are really mistaken 
because it is enveloped in a kind of darkness. Several 
Christian beliefs in this world fall into the category 
of a “mystery.” One is obviously the Trinity, but at 
the end of this month we will witness another myste-
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personal from the president

rious religious practice. It seems that no one believes 
Christ was born on Dec. 25. Most acknowledge 
that the holiday contains pagan customs. Everyone 
knows it is not found in the Bible, and yet most 
conclude that it should be observed as a religious 
holiday. By de�nition, I would call that a mystery.
Over the past 50 years a lot of doubt has been raised 
as to what really happened on that November day in 
downtown Dallas. Was there one gunman or two? 
What about the miracle bullet? Was Lee Harvey Os-
wald the killer? For many people, the assassination of 
President Kennedy is still an unsolved mystery. 
But when it comes to our religious practices, we 
should know why we do what we do. It should not 
be a mystery. To declare a day as the birthday of 
Jesus Christ even though it isn’t and to argue that we 
should observe it since everyone else is doing it are 
not good reasons for a religious observance. 
We can be thankful that God has given us something 
very di�erent—His holy day plan. �e world today 
has its counterfeits—strange and mysterious days 
full of pagan symbols. But God has given us seven 
annual festivals that outline the purpose and future 
for mankind in seven steps. We can rejoice in the 
knowledge of these days while the world is caught up 
in a mystery, something that de�es logic, professes to 
be Christian, is accepted by virtually everyone and 
has no biblical basis. To me, that is a real mystery!

the mystery of christmas

Jim Franks
President of the Church of God, a Worldwide Association
@jimbfranks
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All the dorms at CYC Summer Camp in Ghana pose for a 
group photo.

“Ghana Camp a Success Despite Malaria Scare” page 6

“If someone were asked to describe you, how long would it take 
them to associate joy with your name?”

“Enduring With Joy,” page 7
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In preparation for the annual 
Ministerial Board of Directors’ 
meeting in December, the adminis-
tration invited 12 individuals to the 
headquarters o�ce in Allen, Texas, 

for three days of brainstorming meetings 
to discuss how to improve the work of the 
Church. �e strategic planning meeting— 
themed “Planning for 2014: What Now?”— 
took place Nov. 5 to 7, 2013.

�e president 
and opera-
tion managers 
(Jim Franks, 
Doug Horchak, 
Clyde Kilough 
and Jason 
Lovelady) were 
present. Join-
ing them were 

the chairman of the MBOD, Joel Meeker, 
and the two local pastors in Dallas and 
Fort Worth, Texas, Andy Burnett and 
Britton Taylor. Of the nine individuals who 
traveled to the area for the meetings, three 
are not employed by the Church and one is 
not ordained. �e desire was to include a 
cross section of ages and experience to get a 
broader range of perspectives.
Prior to the meeting, participants were 
asked to consider the following �ve ques-
tions in regard to the Media operation and 
Ministerial Services, which would drive the 
discussions of the meeting:
1. What have we done well historically 

and in the past three years?
2. What have we not done well histori-

cally and in the past three years?

3. What are 
the three 
greatest 
challenges 
we face in 
Media and 
in Ministerial Services?

4. What are your three best ideas for 
Media and Ministerial Services?

5. What is your best outside-the-box 
idea?

�e meetings themselves consisted of 
presentations on the mission, vision and 
philosophy of the Church, as well as small-
group breakout sessions that were designed 
to foster discussion on the ideas each indi-
vidual brought to the meetings. 
On the last day of the meetings the group 
prioritized the ideas that were presented by 
the small groups. 
“It was exhilarating to explore a broad 
range of options, ideas and opportunities 
even though we realized that all of them 
could not possibly be implemented,” com-
mented Ken Giese, the pastor of the Red-
ding, Sacramento and Stockton, California, 
congregations.
Passing the baton
One of the common threads discussed 
was discovering more ways to include the 
membership—speci�cally young adults—
in the work of the Church. Enhancing the 
Church’s method of preaching the gospel 
with a younger perspective was especially 
inspiring to David Jackson, an elder who 
traveled from Clarksville, Maryland, to 
participate in the meetings.
“I hope that one of the primary results of 

our meetings will be a greater inclusion 
of our young adults in the active work of 
teaching others about the wonderful ben-
e�ts of living according to God’s way of life 
and to prepare our young adults for greater 
service in God’s Church—as He chooses.” 
Desire for input
“I think the meetings were e�ective and 
had God’s blessing because there was a 
spirit and attitude of humility and service 
on the part of the administration and the 
participants,” commented Mike Hanisko, 
pastor of the Peoria, Illinois, and Beloit and 
Milwakee, Wisconsin, congregations. 
Steve McNeely, a member of the Tyler, 
Texas, congregation, was impressed with 
not only the spirit of camaraderie but also 
the openness of the meetings themselves. 
“I felt that everyone genuinely listened to 
one another,” he said. “�e leaders were 
willing to become vulnerable by ask-
ing, ‘What can we do better?’ It wasn’t a 
charade. In this case they really wanted to 
know.
“I, like several others, le� the meetings 
feeling like we are on the brink of Christ 
leading us to do great things.”
�e administration will now work with the 
Ministerial Board of Directors to determine 
which ideas can be implemented in the 2014 
strategic plan and operation plans. OA

�e headquarters o�ce welcomed 16 
individuals to brainstorm ideas for 

future strategies of the Church.

News

by elizabeth cannon glasgow

strategic planning

Planning for 2014: 
What Now?

From top: Meeting 
attendees listen to a 

presentation; Jack Hendren 
(second from right) discusses 

ideas with (left to right) 
Britton Taylor, David 

Jackson and Mark Winner in 
a breakout session
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feast of tabernacles reports

kinshasa
CONGO / Forty-�ve people 
celebrated the Feast of Taberna-
cles in Kinshasa, in the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo in 
2013. 
Each day recorded sermons in 
French were played, and then 
translations and explanations 
were given for those who had 
di�culty understanding French. 
�ese spiritual meals were much 
appreciated and very encouraging. 
Living in a corrupt, dangerous 
society, it is so upli�ing to study 
the promises of the reign of Jesus 
Christ on earth.
�e physical highlight of the Feast 
was eating three good meals every 
day, including meat or �sh for 
lunch and dinner. �is is a rare 
occurrence for average people in 
the Congo, and the assistance that 
came from the headquarters o�ce 
allowed us to eat very well. 
Games and treats were organized 
several times for the children. A 
fun show included traditional 
songs and dances, stories and 
jokes—fun for the whole fam-
ily. Many thanks to our brethren 
elsewhere who made assistance 
available to us again this year!
Victor Amsini,  Justin Tshikuma 

and Joel Meeker

La Mé
CÔTE D'IVOIRE / Ten people 
celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles 
2013 in La Mé, Côte d’Ivoire, in our 
small church hall. Each day we lis-
tened to recorded sermons in French 
and had plenty of time to discuss 
them a�erwards. We were especially 
moved by three sermons: “Before I 
Die I Want to …” by Joel Meeker, 
“Ambassadors for the Kingdom” by 
Neil Hart and “Preachers of Righ-
teousness” by Bernard Hongerloot. 
�e Feast was rich in encouraging 
fellowship.
�anks to assistance from the 
Church and the work of our ladies, 
we enjoyed meals of braised �sh 
and beef and an Ivorian specialty 
called chicken Kédjénou (a sauce of 
eggplant, zucchini, tomatoes, garlic, 
onions, thyme, and ginger). Eating 
hearty meals three times every day 
was all it took to make the festival a 
true physical feast!
For the children we organized Bible 
games with prizes for the winners. 
Tialou Annella won the grand prize 
of a school kit worth $4.
�anks to the Church members 
who helped and to God for making 
possible such a wonderful Feast. We 
are already looking forward to next 
year! 

Paul Tia

Kinshasa

La Mé

brainstorming ideas

• Include more 
video content for 
LifeHopeandTruth.com, 
especially short clips 
using young adults or 
sermon clips.

• Run 30-second spot ads 
on radio and television.

• Add a strong call 
to action in every 
communication.

• Have young adults 
create one-minute 
videos on biblical 
principles.

• Use God’s festival plan 
as the framework for 
communicating the 
gospel.

• Tell the story of God’s 
festivals and how 
everything else we teach 
�ts into those days.

• Develop mobile apps.

Media
• Train and encourage the 

ministers to have more 
varied Bible study formats, 
including more interactivity.

• Train the ministers to help 
prepare the members to 
better give an answer.

• Develop an adult education 
program to instruct the 
brethren on how to answer 
questions about our beliefs.

• Create an international 
visiting program for salaried 
and nonsalaried elders to 
travel to the far-�ung areas 
of the world and care for the 
scattered brethren.

• Develop a continuing 
education program for more 
isolated areas.

• Compile a volunteer 
database through which 
members can o�er services 
and skills to the Church.

Ministerial Services

The planning team came up with dozens of ideas to improve the way the 
Church preaches the gospel and cares for the brethren. Although not every 
idea can be implemented, many will be used in the creation of the strategic 
and operation plans. Here are some of the ideas the team came up with:
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Tthe camp theme of “a call to 
Greatness” was integrated into virtually 
every aspect of the 2013 COGWA Youth 
Camp in Ghana! 
Approximately 100 campers and 25 sta� 
arrived at the Women’s Baptist Retreat 
site on Monday, Aug. 12, 2013, eager for 
camp to begin!
Temperatures this year were very pleas-
ant—even chilly by Ghanaian stan-
dards! Lows were in the mid-70s, and 
daytime highs were in the upper 80s to 
lower 90s. Since the campers were not 
used to such cool temperatures, some 
of them came to breakfast wearing in 
layers virtually all the clothing they 
brought with them! But by midmorn-
ing the sun warmed everything up, and 
campers were once again in shorts and 
T-shirts, enjoying the activities and the 
time together.  

An all-too-common malady in Ghana—
and actually in the entirety of Africa—is 
malaria. It is so common that most 
Ghanaians simply ignore the symptoms, 
preferring to believe that if they just go 
to bed and sleep it o� they’ll be better 
when they awake. But malaria can be 
fatal if not treated promptly, especially 
in the very young and very elderly. �is 
year three of our campers contracted 
malaria, and it’s likely they were all try-
ing to ignore the symptoms. 
By the time it was brought to the at-
tention of the camp sta�, all three were 
severe enough to require hospitalization 
for nearly three days at a local clinic. 
Because of the way the 
system works there, sta� 
from the camp had to take 
food in to them at the hos-
pital every day to ensure 
they had something to eat 
and drink.  

�ey were anointed by one of the lo-
cal pastors; and a�er being given the 
standard malaria treatment, all three 
improved to the point that they were 
released and were able to come back in 
time to board the buses for home that 
le� Sunday morning.  
�e camp in Ghana would not be 
possible without help from the head-
quarters o�ce, which comes from the 
generous giving of God’s people else-
where around the world. �e brethren 
in Ghana—young and old—would like 
to sincerely thank all their brethren for 
their thoughts and prayers as well as the 
�nancial means to allow them to gather 

and enjoy such a wonder-
ful time together. 
As our Ghanaian brethren 
are striving to live their 
call to greatness, they 
encourage all of you to do 
the same! OA

Ghana Camp a 
Success Despite 
Malaria Scare

Below: Meals for the campers 
and sta� were made in 
this outdoor kitchen; 
blindfolded campers work 
together to complete a 
challenge game

cyc ghana summer camp

by tom clark

Approximately 125 campers and 
sta� took part in the summer camp 
in Ghana this year.
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LET’S PLAY A LITTLE WORD 
association game. �e rules 
are simple. When I say a word, 
answer with the �rst thing that 
comes to mind. 

What is the �rst thing that comes to mind 
when I say the word “white”? 
What do you think of when I say the word 
“salt”? 
If I could hazard a guess, I’d suppose many 
of you would answer “black” to the �rst 
question and “pepper” to the second one. 
What if I said the word “Christian”? What 
comes to mind then? Perhaps you would 
think of “disciple,” “faithful,” “obedience,” 
“overcoming” or “enduring.” �ese are all 
words that are associated with our calling. 
But how long would it take you to think of 
the word “joy”? 
As a fruit of God’s Spirit, joy is one of the 
fundamental traits of a true Christian, but 
unfortunately joy is o�en not immediately 

associated with Christianity. Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes once remarked, “I might have 
entered the ministry if certain clergymen 
I knew had not looked and acted so much 
like undertakers.” 
Joy can be described as a strong feeling of 
pleasure, gladness, cheerfulness or celebra-
tion. If someone were asked to describe 
you, how long would it take them to associ-
ate “joy” with your name? It is interesting 
to note that the Greek word that is trans-
lated “joy” (chara) and the Greek word 
that is translated “grace” (charis) share the 
same common root word. As Christians, 
we experience a great deal of joy through 
the grace of God. Prior to baptism, we were 
condemned to die for our sins (Romans 
3:23; 6:23), but we received a pardon. We 
received grace from God through Jesus 
Christ. An appropriate response should be 
gratefulness and joy.
One of the words used to describe God and 
His Kingdom is “joy.” King David wrote, 
“You will show me the path of life; in Your 
presence is fullness of joy; at Your right 
hand are pleasures forevermore” (Psalm 
16:11). David indicates that there is fullness 
of joy in the presence of God; and there-
fore, God’s Kingdom will be a kingdom of 
joy. �e apostle Paul echoes this thought in 
his letter to the church in Rome, “For the 
kingdom of God is not eating and drink-
ing, but righteousness and peace and joy 
in the Holy Spirit” (Romans 14:17). God 
dwells in us through the Holy Spirit, and 
our life should re�ect His joy.  

Happiness vs. joy
But what about individuals who don’t have 
God’s Spirit? Don’t they experience joy? 
Yes, they do to an extent. Perhaps a better 
word to describe their experience would be 

“happiness,” which can be described as a 
reaction to pleasant things that happen to 
them. But this joy or happiness is �eeting 
and temporary. When something pleasant 
occurs, individuals experience happiness. 
But do they experience joy when unpleas-
ant events occur? Generally the answer is 
no. �ey do not. Instead they experience 
sadness or sorrow.
Christians are admonished to be joyful 
even during times of trial. James wrote to 
members of God’s Church, “My brethren, 
count it all joy when you fall into various 
trials, knowing that the testing of your 
faith produces patience. But let patience 
have its perfect work, that you may be per-
fect and complete, lacking nothing” (James 
1:2-4). And later James adds, “Blessed is 
the man who endures temptation; for when 
he has been approved, he will receive the 
crown of life which the Lord has promised 
to those who love Him” (James 1:12).
�rough the power of God’s Spirit, a 
Christian must look beyond the immediate 
adverse circumstance in order to be con-
structive and positive during a time of trial. 
Instead of focusing on the trial, a Christian 
must focus on the Kingdom of God, know-
ing that the trial is being used to perfect his 
or her faith. �is realization allows us to 
express joy during a time of trial. 
In the book of Hebrews we read, “Now no 
chastening seems to be joyful for the pres-
ent, but painful; nevertheless, a�erward 
it yields the peaceable fruit of righteous-
ness to those who have been trained by it” 
(Hebrews 12:11). Trials can be very painful 
and distressing, but the end result of that 
trial is the perfecting of our faith and an 
inheritance in the Kingdom of God.
Earlier in the chapter, the apostle Paul 
instructs members to consider the example 
of Christ, “looking unto Jesus, the author 
and �nisher of our faith, who for the joy 
that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 
12:2). Jesus Christ endured the pain and 
the shame of being cruci�ed by focusing on 
what His death would accomplish and being 
reunited at the right hand of the Father. 
As we endure the trials we must face on our 
journey to the Kingdom, let’s focus on the 
“joy of the Lord”—the Kingdom of God in 
which “God will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor 
sorrow, nor crying. �ere shall be no more 
pain, for the former things have passed 
away” (Revelation 21:4). OA

Sharpening 
Iron

by dave baker

Enduring 
With Joy

O�en overlooked as a 
fruit of the Holy Spirit, joy 
should be an identi�able 

characteristic of a 
Christian.
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Q
Personal 
Contact by cecil maranville

Question: How Are Your Beliefs Dif ferent 
From Those of Other Christian Organizations?

Answer: We appreciate your interest. As you might 
imagine, we are o�en asked how our beliefs di�er from 
those of a particular faith or denomination. Rather 
than attempt to speak for another organization, we 
choose instead to inform our readers fully about our 
beliefs. �at will equip them to make any comparisons 
with others that they wish to make. 

�ere are several ways you can learn about our 
beliefs. First, you can read a summary statement, 
Fundamental Beliefs by clicking on the word “About” 
at the bottom le� of lifehopeandtruth.com. �is opens 
a page with two articles, an overview statement and 
the statement of beliefs. (You can also go directly to 
lifehopeandtruth.com/about.) 
As the doctrinal statement demonstrates, our Church 
is not for or against any particular denomination; 
but rather, we are for the teachings upon which Jesus 
Christ established the Church of God. Careful re-
search will reveal that there is a wide gap between the 
doctrines of the New Testament Church of God and a 
“new Christianity” that began to appear in the second 
century. (�is “new Christianity” is the basis for most 
of today’s Christian denominations.) 
�e doctrinal di�erences include the Sabbath vs. Sun-
day, traditional Christian holidays vs. the biblical fes-
tivals, whether God expects believers to keep the 10 
Commandments and many more. We include all of 

the pertinent scriptures in our articles, so that readers 
can verify that what we publish is God’s Word, not the 
ideas of men. 
A more detailed way to get an overview of our teach-
ings is to peruse our website, lifehopeandtruth.com. 
On the home page, you will �nd many resources, in-
cluding video commentaries and blogs on current 
events or Christian living issues. Additionally, we have 
an extensive online library of hundreds of articles that 
approach doctrinal and Christian living questions in 
an easy-to-read manner. 
We have divided our online library into seven sec-
tions to make the website user-friendly. Click on any 
of the section titles at the top of the website: “God,” 
“Bible,” “Life,” “Prophecy,” “Change,” “Relationships” 
and “Questions.” Each word will open an introductory 
page, to the right of which is a column of related top-
ics. �e article titles are active links. By clicking on any 
title, you will navigate to a subsection of the library in 
which you are reading. 
A�er you read each article, scan the column of related 
topics in the right margin. O�en, you will discover ad-
ditional articles that allow you to study more deeply 
into the main topic, as well as introduce you to impor-
tant related subjects. 
If you do not �nd the answer to a question in an article 
you are reading, �rst check the related material listed 
on the same page. �en use the search engine at the 
top of the page to look for keywords or scriptures. Let 
us know if we can be of additional assistance from this 
o�ce. OA

Author’s note: Our readers might wonder why some 
questions addressed in this column seem to be basic 
subjects, whereas others clearly apply to members of the 
Church. �at di�erence re�ects the dual purpose for this 
column. We want to publish questions asked by people 
not in COGWA to illustrate how the Personal Cor-
respondence Department answers them—to give our 
readers a window into the work in which we all share. 
We also want to provide topics that are useful to Church 
members. 

Careful research will reveal that there is 
a wide gap between the doctrines of the 

New Testament Church of God and a 
“new Christianity” that began to appear 

in the second century. 

http://lifehopeandtruth.com
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/about
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WWHAT IS THE SINGLE GREATEST 
cause of health problems in the world to-
day? According to the World Health Or-
ganization, 80 percent of all sickness and 
disease worldwide is related to contami-
nated water. An estimated 780 million 
people live without clean drinking water, 
and more than 3.4 million die each year 
from water-related disease. More children 
die annually from dirty water than die 
from war, malaria, HIV/AIDS and tra�c 
accidents combined.
Most of us reading this article seldom 
think about the purity of our water. We 
don’t worry about where we will �nd our 
next source of puri�ed drinking water—we 
just turn on the tap or reach in the cooler 
and grab our water. It’s easy to take it for 
granted.
Many people also fail to think about a far 
more insidious and life-threatening pollu-
tion—the spiritual in�uence of the world 
around us. Can anyone doubt that the 
world is becoming more and more polluted 
by sin? While scientists, philanthropists 
and doctors are waging a noble war against 

dirty water to save more lives, no one in the 
world is waging an e�ective war against the 
rising pollution of sin!
As the people of God, we have to make sure 
that we are e�ectively meeting this chal-
lenge, to “keep oneself unspotted [unpol-
luted] from the world” (James 1:27). Just 
as we would immediately recognize—and 
take great care to avoid—the threat of 
drinking, or swimming in, polluted waters, 
as illustrated in the photo below, do we 
take comparable care to keep spiritually 
pure? �at photo symbolizes the moral, 
spiritual, ethical and philosophical state of 
the world in which we live!
How important is purity to God? It deter-
mines “who may ascend into the hill of 
the Lord? Or who may stand in His holy 
place?” as David asked in Psalm 24:3-4. 
�e answer is, “He who has clean hands 
and a pure heart.” Purity is everything!
�e truth is, though, we have already 
been a�ected by the pollution of sin. 
Proverbs 20:9 makes an important state-
ment: “Who can say, ‘I have made my 
heart clean, I am pure from my sin’?” But 
just as polluted water can be puri�ed, 
so can we. It is, though, like sanitizing 
water, a process that requires knowledge, 
understanding, treatment procedures and 
protection from further contamination. 
�is is the �rst in a series of articles you 
will see in the coming months designed to 
help us understand how to “keep yourself 
pure” (1 Timothy 5:22). Paul had earlier 
written Timothy, admonishing him to 
“let no one despise your youth, but be an 
example to the believers in word, in con-
duct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity” (1 
Timothy 4:12). 

What did this mean to Timothy? What 
does it mean for young men or women to-
day? What does it mean for older men and 
women, husbands and wives, or our chil-
dren? (A�er all, Proverbs 20:11 says, “Even 
a child is known by his deeds, whether 
what he does is pure and right.”)

Some aspects of purity speci�cally pertain 
to men; others, to women. But most pertain 
to everyone. Under the umbrella of purity, 
we �nd issues very relevant to our lives 
today—conduct, sexual behavior, modesty, 
conversation, respect, etc. But all of these 
issues must be seen as aspects of purity. We 
can only really understand the principles 
of modesty in our dress, for example, if we 
�rst understand the principles of purity 
in our hearts! But purity covers far more 
than modesty. Asaph clearly showed, for 
example, in Psalm 73:1-3, that his wrestling 
with envy was really an impurity in his 
heart.

Our goal in these future articles, therefore, 
is to examine the principles of godly purity 
so we can understand how to approach 
many other issues. �e bottom line is that 
purity ultimately re�ects how we think 
about God and His way of life and how se-
rious we are about sincerely following Him. 

We’re also going to focus on this topic in 
seminars at the Winter Family Weekend 
and at the upcoming Young Adult Leader-
ship Weekend. And pastors will undoubt-
edly follow up in various ways in sermons 
and Bible studies. We encourage you to do 
your own study simultaneously, and let’s 
talk with one another about what we are 
learning “in order to stir up love and good 
works” (Hebrews 10:24). 

Why should we concentrate so much on 
purity? �e answer cannot be worded any 
better than what we �nd in 1 John 3:2-3: 
“Beloved, now we are children of God; 
and it has not yet been revealed what we 
shall be, but we know that when He is re-
vealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall 
see Him as He is. And everyone who has 
this hope in Him puri�es himself, just as 
He is pure.” OA

by clyde kilough

Purity
Would you drink this 
water? Would you 
swim in it, or let your 
children?

Salt and 
Light

Photo: 123RF.com
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W
Honoring 
a Beloved 
Centenarian

we are cautioned to “not grow 
weary while doing good, for in due 
season we shall reap if we do not lose 
heart” (Galatians 6:9). O�en we hear or 
even ask ourselves, how much longer? 
How much more must we endure before 
Christ returns? When those ques-
tions come into our minds and we feel 
ourselves getting tired, it is time to look 
at some of the examples of steadfastness 
and perseverance in our own congrega-
tions. �ese examples should stand as 
beacons of light, reminding us of the 
admonition we have been given.
�e Miami, Florida, congregation is hon-
ored and blessed to have such an example 
in its midst. Recently the congregation 
honored its oldest member, Ivy Clare. At 
103 years old, Mrs. Clare is quite active 
and alert and always looks forward to 
the Sabbath. She is always excited about 
attending services, although she is some-
times not physically able to do so. Mrs. 
Clare exhibits unwavering faith to her 
family and those around her. Her daugh-
ter, Sandra, recalls that her mother never 
hesitated to call upon the Lord for help, 

praying always, her entire 
life. “Where would we be 
without God’s help?” Mrs. 
Clare once re�ected. “What 
would happen to us?” 
Mrs. Clare was born in 
St. Elizabeth, Jamaica, on 
July 19, 1910. She was the 
eldest of eight children in 
her family. She worked as 

a postmistress for many years and was 
in charge of several post o�ces on the 
island. Mrs. Clare met her husband, 
Frank Clare, in Portland, Jamaica. �ey 
were married in Kingston, Jamaica, in 

1941. �ere, they raised two children—a 
son, Lexington, and a daughter, Sandra. 
In the late 1960s the Clare family im-
migrated to the United States where Ivy 
worked as a licensed practical nurse in 
New York. 
Mrs. Clare was introduced to God’s 
Church by her daughter, Sandra, who 
had been receiving literature for many 
years. Sandra �rst heard �e World 
Tomorrow program with Herbert Arm-
strong in Jamaica. As a teenager in high 
school, she would listen on a small radio 
in her bedroom. She requested and 
received �e Plain Truth magazine and 
particularly enjoyed reading the articles 
on prophecy, but she never realized that 
the magazine was produced by a physi-
cal church.
A�er moving to New York City, Sandra 
saw �e World Tomorrow program on 
television, told her mother about it and 
requested booklets. For the �rst time, 
Sandra began to understand about 
observing the Sabbath and getting 
baptized. She told her mother that they 
should do both of these things. Without 
hesitation, Mrs. Clare immediately said, 
“Yes.” Her daughter was a bit shocked 
that she agreed so readily, especially 
since they had always attended an An-
glican Episcopalian church on Sundays, 
both in Jamaica and New York. Going 
to church on Saturday was never consid-
ered and was almost frowned upon.
Although they watched �e World 
Tomorrow program, they still did not 
realize that a church produced it and 
that there were local congregations 
across the country. �ey thought it was 
just a television ministry. So one day 

they pulled out the local phone book 
and searched for a Sabbath-keeping 
Baptist church. �ey found one and 
traveled over two hours to attend one 
Sabbath, but somehow it did not seem 
to be what they were looking for. Mrs. 
Clare and her daughter then decided 
to call a phone number listed in �e 
Plain Truth magazine for the Worldwide 
Church of God headquarters in Pasa-
dena, California. �e operator sweetly 
told them, “Yes, we observe the Sabbath, 
and we have a congregation in New York 
City.” �ey were so excited to hear this! 
A�er this initial phone call, they soon 
received a visit by Bob Fahey, the pastor 
of the New York City congregation at 
the time. 
Mrs. Clare and her daughter were coun-
seled and baptized together on April 14, 
1984. Mrs. Clare attended the New York 
City congregation until she moved to 
South Florida in 1991 and began attend-
ing the Boca Raton church. She now at-
tends the Miami congregation with her 
daughter and son-in-law, Sandra and 
James Hanchard. Her son, Lexington 
Clare, is also a baptized member and 
lives in Ontario, Canada, with his wife 
and three sons. In 2004 Mrs. Clare lost 
the love of her life, Frank, a�er 63 years 
of marriage. She has remained a widow 
since that time. Mrs. Clare attributes her 
longevity to being careful about what 
she eats, exercise, great genes and lots of 
prayer.
As the years go by, we are all encouraged 
to remain steadfast in our faith, and we 
thank Mrs. Clare for her years of dedica-
tion and the excellent example she sets 
for us all. OA

portraits of faith

by linda bacheller

Legacy of Faith
Above: Centenarian 

Ivy Clare was recently 
honored by the Miami, 
Florida, congregation; 

Mrs. Clare and her 
daughter, Sandra, and 

son-in-law, James
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partner by his side. Justin and Deba are 
participating in the Focused Mentoring 
Program and continue to learn and serve 
under the guidance of Richard Pinelli.
�e ordination came as a surprise to no 
one. Both Justin and Deba have been faith-
ful servants in the congregation over the 
many years. �ey and their family have 
been wonderful examples and an inspira-
tion for many.

Tammy Holman

News  From the Congregations

Growing churches
Top: East Texas young families, Nancy and Daniel Elliott with Madison; Jennifer 

and Ken Danapas with Alexander and Megan; James and Scarlet Ellis with Andrew; 
Crescina and A.J. Zepeda with Stella; and Aubrey and Nick Jenison with Sabrina. 
Bottom: Jason and Emily Hyde with Finley; Grant and Dorothy Pennington with 

Mabel;  Brandon and Nicole Bartkowiak with Benjamin; Vince and Melissa Winner 
with Claire; Nathan and Holly Jines with Addison; Roy and Michele Sutherland with 

Suzanne; and Matt and Sarah Beech with Zane. 

�e Feast of Trumpets was an extra-
inspirational holy day for our brethren 
in the St. Louis, Missouri, congregation. 

St. Louis, Missouri
Elder Ordained

God says children are a blessing from Him. 
�e Louisville and Henderson, Kentucky, 
congregations have been richly blessed, 
with seven births in Louisville and one in 
Henderson. Eight little ones (four boys and 
four girls) have been added this year. �e 
Sabbath of the blessing of little children 
was a very special celebration in Louisville 
with a reception and family pictures taken 
a�er services. Many of those family pic-
tures included several generations—grand-
parents and even great-grandparents.

Carolyn Winner

Louisville and 
Henderson, Kentucky
Blessing of Little Children

East Texas
Blessing of Little Children

On Sabbath, Oct. 5, the East Texas congre-
gation witnessed the blessing of four of the 
�ve most recent additions to the congrega-
tion (one was blessed the previous week 
while visiting with grandparents).
Daniel and Nancy Elliott’s daughter, 
Madison, was born Jan. 18, 2013. Ken and 
Jennifer Danapas’ son, Alexander, was 
born April 17, 2013. James and Scarlet Ellis’ 
son, Andrew, was born Jan. 21, 2013. A.J. 
and Crescina Zepeda’s daughter, Stella 
Michelle, was born June 15, 2013. And Nick 
and Aubrey Jenison’s daughter, Sabrina 
Rae, was born July 28, 2013.
Between these additions and the several 
other new arrivals from the past two years, 
the East Texas congregation is going to be 
hearing the sounds of happy feet for quite 
some time to come! 

Nancy Diraison

St. Louis, Missouri
Deacon Ordained

On Pentecost, May 19, 2013, the St. Louis, 
Missouri, congregation had the joy of or-
daining Brian Holman as a deacon. Brian 
is the senior vice president of information 

Justin Adkins, who has served God’s 
people as a deacon since 2008, was 
ordained an elder.
Justin grew up in God’s Church in the St. 
Louis, Missouri, area. While obtaining 
his bachelor’s degree in computer science 
from Missouri Southern State University 
in Joplin, Missouri, he met the love of his 
life, Deba Middleton. �ey were married 
in 1986 and have been happily together for 
27 years. �ey have been blessed with four 
children, Aaron (and wife, Kelly), Katie 
Freeman (and husband, Jacob), Ethan and 
Ronan.
Justin currently serves in many areas 
in the St. Louis congregation, including 
speaking, song leading and serving as 
the local Festival adviser as well as many 
behind-the-scenes services. He also serves 
in numerous capacities at the Feast of 
Tabernacles. Deba is a kind and loving 
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technology for Corizon, where he strives to 
be an example of servant leadership. 
Both Brian and his lovely wife, Tammy, 
grew up in God’s Church in southern Illi-
nois, and in 1996 they married. Since then, 
they have been blessed with two children, 
Bethany (11) and Eric (8). Bethany and Eric 
are fourth-generation members of God’s 
Church. �e Holman family has faithfully 
served God’s people for many years. Brian 
regularly leads songs and gives messages, 
in addition to the less visible services he 
performs. He enjoys serving with his giv-
ing and caring wife each Sabbath. Tammy 
enjoys teaching Sabbath school classes and 
staying involved with the congregation’s 
children. 
�e St. Louis congregation is thankful for 
the example that Brian and his family set 
both within the Church and the commu-
nity. We welcome him as a new deacon.

Lauren Barbeau

On July 21, 2013, the Athens, Ohio, congre-
gation hosted its annual church picnic. A 
slight drizzle in the early morning changed 
into a perfectly sunny day as the members 
fellowshipped and ate a delicious lunch 
while the youth played dodgeball and 
kickball. Everyone enjoyed themselves im-
mensely and le� the picnic eagerly looking 
forward to next year when they could do it 
all over again.

Josh Travers

�e Dallas, Texas, preteens got “cra�y” on 
Sept. 8, 2013, at the home of Jerry and Ra-
chel Hansen. �e kids made and decorated 
wooden picture frames with a group photo 
for the local brethren who would not be 
able to attend the Feast of Tabernacles this 
year. Additionally, the preteens continued 
the annual tradition of assembling and 
delivering Feast baskets to the shut-ins. 
Homemade cards were included along with 
a variety of other items. 
�e preteens were surprised when they also 
received a Feast knapsack that included 
a blank book for recording their Feast 
memories, along with stickers, colored pen-
cils and snacks for the trip. A�er the Feast, 
they got together for a chili dinner with the 
Foundation Institute students and shared 
their Feast scrapbooks and stories. �e 
scrapbooks were also showcased on a table 
at church for all the brethren to peruse. 

Denise Hogberg

�e 2013 Church of God Spring Golf Tour-
nament was held Sunday, May 5, 2013, at 
Jersey Meadow Golf Course. 
�ere were 44 players, including three 
ladies. Players came from all over Texas—
San Antonio, Austin, Fort Worth, Corpus 

Christi—as well as Houston to take part 
in the tournament. �e weather was great, 
even maybe a little cool for the season.

Bruce Wasdin

On Aug. 24, 2013, all 23 of the members 
and guests present in Peoria, Illinois, for 
Sabbath services drove the short distance 
to the home of members Marti and Angie 
Johnson for a potluck and relaxing social. 
One month earlier everyone gathered at 
the home of Rick and Kris Swanson for 
the �rst social of the summer. Other than 
eating, there were no planned activities; but 
playing with the family pets, lively discus-
sion about Bible questions and Feast plans, 
and just plain conversation led to an enjoy-
able evening of getting to know each other 
a little better. 

Mary Kerr

On the evening of Aug. 17, 2013, camp-
ers and �shing enthusiasts headed to the 
Swartz farm near Centralia, Missouri, for 
an evening of fellowship, food and relax-
ation. �e Columbia, Missouri, congrega-
tion proceeded to set up tents for the night 
near the Swartzes’ private lake, anticipating 
a morning �lled with the aromas of bacon, 

Dallas, Texas
Preteens Make Feast Baskets

Athens, Ohio
Fun in the Sun 

New ordinations
Left: New elder Justin Adkins with his family, Ronan, Deba and Ethan Right: New deacon 

Brian Holman with his wife,  Tammy, and children Eric and Bethany

Columbia, Missouri
Annual CampoutHouston, Texas

Annual Golf Tournament

Peoria, Illinois
Potluck Social
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cooking on the grill and the sounds of kayaks and canoes in the 
nearby waters.
�e following morning did indeed prove to be delightful with 
an outdoor breakfast that included farm-fresh eggs, homegrown 
tomatoes, bacon, fresh buttermilk-and-peach wa�es, pancakes, 
fruit and more. Following breakfast, the announcement was made 
to let the games begin.
Teams of two participated in friendly and competitive games, 
visiting several stations of various activities. Some of the stations 
were croquet golf, bean bag toss, darts, nail driving, horseshoes, 
casting a �shing line and plant identi�cation. Points from each sta-
tion were calculated to determine the winning team. Because of a 

tie, the two winning teams had to compete in a hula hoop compe-
tition to earn the top spot.
Following these fun-�lled activities, we ate a picnic lunch and then 
enjoyed an a�ernoon of fellowship, swimming, kayaking, �shing 
and relaxation on a beautiful summer a�ernoon. �e youngest at-
tendees also enjoyed playing in the sandy beach area and splashing 
around in the shallow water.
Everyone attending agreed it was a delightful time and is hoping it 
can happen again next summer!

Lois Martin
Photo by Linda Morgan

Summer socials
Counterclockwise from top: The 
Dallas, Texas, preteens send warm 
Feast of Tabernacles greetings; 
Maria Beltran reads a Feast 
scrapbook on display at Sabbath 
services in Dallas; happy campers 
in Columbia, Missouri, take a 
break from activities; brethren 
in Peoria chat during a leisurely 
afternoon potluck; Kris and Rick 
Swanson relax on the porch at 
the Peoria potluck; the Houston 
golf tournament’s winning team, 
David Treybig, Denny Perkins, Jim 
Servidio and Je� Servidio
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Tony and Heather Antonacci of 
the Atlanta, Georgia, congrega-
tion welcomed a new arrival on 
Sunday, July 21, 2013. Hannah 
Lynn Antonacci was born at 
11:47 p.m., weighing 8 pounds 
6 ounces and measuring 21½ 
inches.

Hannah Antonacci

Zach and Courtney Seay of 
the Miami, Florida, congrega-
tion are excited to announce 
the birth of their �rst child, 
Victoria Rose Seay. Victoria 
was born on May 28, 2013, at 
2:16 a.m., weighing 8 pounds 
1½ ounces and measuring 20 
inches long. �e equally excited 
grandparents are Randy and 
Nancy Seay of Miami, Florida, 
and David and Annie Wise, of 
Lake Worth, Florida. �e entire 
host of family members rejoices 
in the birth of our newest addi-
tion to the family.

Victoria Seay

Births

�e East Texas congregation 
saw the arrival of three new 
little ones in recent months. 
Alexander James Danapas was 
born on April 17, 2013, to Ken 
and Jennifer Danapas, weigh-
ing 6 pounds 15 ounces and 
measuring 18 inches long.
Stella Michelle Zepeda was 
born on June 15, 2013, to 
Crescina and A.J. Zepeda. She 
weighed 7 pounds 6 ounces and 
was 19½ inches long.
Nick and Aubrey Jenison 
welcomed Sabrina Rae Jenison 
on July 28, 2013, who weighed 
7 pounds 15 ounces and was 20 
inches long.
Stella is the Zepedas’ �rst child, 
and Alexander and Sabrina 
each have an older sibling to 
welcome them!

Nancy Diraison

Alexander Danapas

Stella Zepeda

Sabrina Jenison

Announcements

Baptisms

�e Van Buren, Arkansas, con-
gregation joyfully announces 
Tim Shannon’s baptism, which 
took place on Oct. 17, 2013. His 
mother, Charlotte Shannon; his 
three sisters, Calihand Allen, 
Brenda Blackmon and Kasey 
Evans; and his spiritual family 
welcome Tim into the Body of 
Christ. �e baptism ceremony 
was conducted by �omas 
Clark, the Van Buren pastor, 
and attended by friends and 
family members.

Aurora Gossett

Charlotte 
Shannon and 
her son, Tim

Abigail Emily White was born on Monday, Sept. 30, at 2:49 p.m. 
She weighed 8 pounds 2 ounces. She is the daughter of Brian and 
Neisha White of the Barbados congregation. Her grandparents, 
Eric and Esther White, are most joyful. �eir smiles radiated and 
brightened the auditorium at the announcement of their grand-
daughter. Mom, Dad and baby are all doing well. Now Jada will 
have a little sister to play with, as she has been eagerly looking 
forward to this time.

Osmonde Douglas

�e Cincinnati/Dayton, Ohio, 
congregation is happy to an-
nounce the baptism of John 
Daniels in August of this year. 
John began attending regularly 
just a�er the fall holy days in 
2012 when conversations with 
a coworker and friend who was 
a Church member sparked his 
interest to look more deeply 
into biblical truths. 
He attended his �rst Feast of 
Tabernacles this year in Park 
City, Utah. John enjoyed the 
time apart from the world, 
spending time with God’s 
people, daily Bible study and 
all the opportunities in the area 
for being in God’s creation. 

His congregation has had the 
pleasure of seeing a new mem-
ber discover and experience 
God’s truth and holy days and 
is overjoyed to have John join 
the family. 

Jennifer Foster

John Daniels

Abigail White
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On Sept. 18, 2013, Talent Cha-
rumbira, Christopher Ngwe-
nya, Ishmael Majaha (above, 
standing), and Siphiwe and 
Maybe Matobi (seated), of the 
Mbungu and Chemba, Gokwe, 
Zimbabwe, congregations were 
baptized into God’s Church by 
the two elders of the Church 
in Zimbabwe. All the brethren 
were present and waiting for the 
buses to take them to the Feast 
of Tabernacles at Tulihill Camp. 
�ere was joy and happiness as 
friends and relatives congratu-
lated them a�er their baptism.
Maybe is the daughter of Siphi-

we Matobi. �ey 
were both taught 
God’s way of life by 
Siphiwe’s husband, 
who is a member of 
another Church of 
God fellowship.
Talent Charumbira 
is the son of Isaac 
Charumbira, who 
is one of the leaders 
of the Church in 
Gokwe.

Ishmael Majaha is married to 
Blessed, Isaac Charumbira’s 
daughter. Christopher Ngwe-
nya is the only member who 
has no relationship to the mem-
bers in Gokwe.
God’s Word is preached and 
spread by the examples of our 
members. If the members live 
what they are taught, people 
notice and start asking ques-
tions.
We are happy to have them 
as part of the Church here in 
Zimbabwe.

Steve Tshabalala

On �ursday, 
Sept. 19, the 
Bridgetown, Bar-
bados, congrega-
tion witnessed the 
baptisms of three 
new members 
added to the fam-
ily of God.
�e three new 
members are 
Anderson 
Scantlebury, 
Sherry Scantlebury and Peter 
Gri�th. 
�e Scantleburys are not 
new to God’s way, nor is Mr. 
Gri�th. �e Church has been 
meeting in his facility for ser-
vices for over a decade. 
�e Barbados Church mem-
bers were excited, as they were 
eagerly looking forward to this 
time. Mr. Gri�th’s wife, Debra, 
has been an ardent member. 
She has been with the Church 
from its inception. She is one of 
the directors of the Church of 

God, a Worldwide Association, 
in Barbados.

Arnold Hampton, pastor and 
regional director of the Carib-
bean, conducted the ceremony. 

We wish the three new mem-
bers continual, godly blessings, 
as they wholeheartedly proceed 
to follow God’s way of life.

Congratulations from all of 
us and also from the family 
members of God’s Church in 
the wider Caribbean area.

Osmonde Douglas

Joseph Kenton Zlab was born 
Sept. 6, 1931, and died July 10, 
2013. He is survived by his wife, 
Eva Zlab (née Elliott); brother, 
Victor Zlab; sister, Sonja Rice; 
three children, Elizabeth 
Childers, Kenton Zlab, and 
Joseph Zlab; and eight grand-
children.
Ken was born in Beatrice, Ne-
braska, to Joseph and Lois Zlab. 
�e family moved to Newberg, 
Oregon, when he was 6 and 
then to Modesto, California, 
when he was 17. He attended 
Modesto Junior College prior 
to serving in the Navy dur-
ing the Korean con�ict. A�er 
the Navy, Ken obtained his 
bachelor of science degree from 
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo in 
technical arts and a teaching 
credential from Stanislaus State 
University. He then attended 
Ambassador College in Pasa-

dena, California, where he met 
Eva Elliott. �e couple wed on 
March 3, 1963. 
�ey settled in Pasadena where 
Ken worked for the Worldwide 
Church of God in the build-
ings and grounds maintenance 
department of Ambassador 
College in many capacities un-
til he retired in 1995. Although 
retired, he remained extremely 
active, helping friends with a 
variety of projects. Ken had 
wide interests and numerous 
hobbies. He loved classical 
music and even went so far as 
to assemble a full-sized pipe or-
gan in a room he added to the 
house for this purpose. He was 
also a member of various organ 
societies. A skilled cra�sman, 
he also added both a wood and 
a metal-working workshop. An 
inquiring intellect, he amassed 
an extensive library devoted to 
theology, history, science and 
health.

Weddings
On Aug. 25, Terry Russ and 
Angel Beaver were married at 
the local congregation’s hall 
in Bu�alo, New York. �e two 
have been dating for the last 
two years and met each other 
through the Church. Terry and 
Angel honeymooned brie�y in 
Niagara Falls and continued 
the honeymoon at the Feast 
of Tabernacles. �e best man 
was Joe Zirilli, and the maid of 
honor was Sharon Hills.

Stephan M. Koenig

Obituaries

Peter Gri�th and 
Sherry and Anderson 
Scantlebury

Angel and Terry Russ

Ken Zlab assembles a full-
sized pipe organ with the 
help of his son, Joe



You are the light of the world and the salt 
of the earth! Christians are supposed to 
be di�erent from those in the world. What 
does your example show? Many young 
adult Christians are working hard to live 
righteously in this world without becoming 
part of the world. During our second Young 
Adult Leadership Weekend, we will explore 
the theme “Salt of the Earth: Christian 
Leadership by Example.” 
Some of the concepts we plan to cover are:

• How example is the foundation of 
leadership.
• Putting God and the Church first in 
today’s busy life.
• How can we be in the world and yet 
not of the world?

• Dealing with lust in a provocative 
world.
• Modesty is more than skin-deep. 
• How to explain our faith.
• What does it mean to be pure in a 
filthy world?
�e Church of God, a Worldwide 

Association, invites our young 
adults—high school grads 

through age 39—to attend the next 
installment of our Young Adult 

Leadership Weekend. �e 2014 YALW 
will be held simultaneously at seven 

sites across the United States—Atlanta, 
Branson, Columbus, Dallas, Los Angeles, 
Minneapolis and Portland. 

"You are the salt of the earth"—Matthew 5:13 

Young Adult 
Leadership Weekend
Presidents' Day Weekend ∙ Feb. 14 to 16, 2014

members.cogwa.org/yalw
Online registration will open soon at 

You are the light of the world and the salt 
of the earth! Christians are supposed to 
be di�erent from those in the world. What 
does your example show? Many young 
adult Christians are working hard to live 
righteously 
part 
Adult Leadership Weekend, we will explore 
the theme “Salt of the Earth: Christian 
Leadership by Example.” 
Some of the concepts we plan to cover are:

Leadership Weekend. �e 2014 YALW 
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sites across the United States—Atlanta, 
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