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November will be an exciting month! From a family 
and personal perspective, it provides an opportunity 
to celebrate the American holiday of Thanksgiving, 
a day set aside each year in the U.S. to give thanks. 
Since two of our children live in the Dallas area, this 
year we are looking forward to a family gathering at 
our home.
From an organizational perspective, November is the 
month for planning. Our documents require an an-
nual meeting for the Ministerial Board of Directors 
to approve a budget, a strategic plan and an opera-
tion plan. The dates set for the annual meeting are 
Dec. 3 to 5. To provide ample time for consideration, 
the administration submits the proposed budget, 
strategic plan and operation plan at least two weeks 
in advance of the annual meeting. So, our target date 
this year is the week before Thanksgiving.
What does all this mean for the Church? After 
almost three years, we have a lot to be thankful for. 
From the beginning, we committed ourselves to be-
ing fiscally responsible and living within our means. 
We have done just that, making it possible to accu-
mulate approximately six weeks of cash reserves. We 
hope that by the end of this fiscal year we will have 
a reserve equal to seven or eight weeks of expenses. 
Just as every family should have adequate reserves 
to ride out any short-term financial difficulty, we 
should expect no less from the Church.
Our income for this year through the month of Sep-
tember is showing a 5 percent increase over last year. 
If this trend continues, we should have additional 
funds to invest in Media and Ministerial Services 
plus adding to our reserves. This year we hired two 
elders into the full-time ministry, and we could use 
at least two more for the upcoming year. We are 
developing an e-magazine to begin in January, new 
booklets to print next year and the possibility of an 
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n
personal from the president

Internet TV program. All these ideas will, to one de-
gree or another, depend on the availability of funds 
for 2014.
We have scheduled a strategic planning discussion 
at the office during the week of Nov. 4.  In preparing 
a strategic plan, we must do a self-examination and 
ask several questions, which can be summarized as, 
After three years, now what? It is the “now what?” 
question that we will spend most of our time discuss-
ing.
I am excited about the potential that we have. After 
almost three years, we now have the resources to do 
some real planning for promoting the gospel and 
caring for the congregations. We have asked those 
involved in the November meeting to pray and fast 
prior to their arrival. This isn’t to ask God to support 
our plans, but to make sure we are supporting His 
plan. 
Jeremiah 29 records a letter written by Jeremiah to 
encourage the Jewish exiles in Babylon. In verse 11 
God says to the exiles: “For I know the thoughts that 
I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace 
and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.” 
We believe that God has “a future and a hope” in 
store for us, but we must support His plan and not 
promote one of our own. I anticipate good fruit from 
our meetings and would like to ask for your prayers 
and support.

strategies for the future
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Eric Erickson about to take the plunge off the “blob.”
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Brethren attending the Feast in San Miguel de Allende, Mexico.
“Feast of Tabernacles,” page 7Co
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cogwa preteen campsA Great Place 
to Start

You might say that the 99 campers and 
staff were “blown away” at Camp Ar-
rowhead this year. Or nearly so! Everyone 
learned a good deal more about faith and 
trust in God on the final afternoon of camp 
as the local weather turned ominous. Dark 
clouds quickly rolled in, followed by a 
severe weather warning.  All campers and 
staff were rushed to tornado shelters—the 
basements of two homes on the camp-
grounds—as the tornado watch turned into 
a warning. 
While in the shelters, protected from lashing 
rains and strong winds, news arrived that 
a tornado touched down about 30 minutes 
from the campsite. After praying for God’s 
protection and a spirit of calm, the singing 
began. First we sang a few hymns, followed 
by about 40 minutes of fun camp songs like 
“Five Green and Speckled Frogs” and “My 
Baby Bumblebee.”  
After the “all clear” signal was given, 
campers and staff emerged to find a warm, 
muggy but sunny remainder of the day—
just in time to finish packing, have dinner 
and greet the parents for farewell ceremo-
nies. God watched over His little ones as we 
knew He would. But for some odd reason 
no one wanted to play Twister anymore!

David Myers

Camp 
Arrowhead

Camp Bob White was held on the beautiful 
grounds of the Knob Noster State Park in 
west-central Missouri, about 50 miles east 
of Kansas City. While the park setting is 
beautiful, it is the addition of our campers 
and staff and the COGWA Youth Camps 
program that turns the beautiful into an 
almost magical experience! 
A total of 90 campers and staff from eight 
states and one Canadian province arrived 
Sunday, June 23, 2013, for staff training, 
orientation and registration. During the 

Camp 
Bob White

orientation, we introduced the campers to 
the theme of all the CYC camps this year, “A 
Call to Greatness,” which was emphasized 
throughout the camp.
Activities included arts and crafts, archery, 
canoeing, challenge games, field games, 
fishing, nature hike, swimming and an 
outreach class where the campers made 

cards to send to sick and shut-in members 
around the region. 
Every morning began with a Compass 
Check for the entire camp. Richard Pinelli 
and Mike Blackwell, who pastor nearby 
congregations, came over one day each to 
give Compass Checks and spend a little time 
with the campers. The children responded 
very well and enjoyed the opportunity to 
interact on a more personal level with both 
guest speakers. The impact of the vision we 
try to convey through the camp can perhaps 
be best summed up in the words of a young 
first-time camper as he was headed home: “I 
wish I was a spirit being already!”
With beautiful weather and the smiles and 
attitudes just as sunny, the entire camp 
went very well. In the blink of an eye camp 
was over, and everyone was packing up and 
heading for home. There were grins and 
smiles to see mom and dad driving into 
camp, but there were also some tears as 
friends old and new parted ways to go back 
home. 
Plans are already in the works to return to 
the idyllic setting of Camp Bob White in 
2014.  

Tom Clark

Shelter from the storm 
Campers and staff wait in the basement of a house during a tornado warning on 

the last day of camp (photo by Dave Myers)

“Air conditioning” 
Cody Harris cools off by sticking his head in 

the water dodgeball bucket (photo by Cindy 
Harris)
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Campers couldn’t hold back their enthusiasm as they were check-
ing in for camp on Sunday, Aug. 11, 2013. The 61 campers didn’t 
care that it was the middle of the hottest month of the year; they 
were there to have fun and be with their friends for the next four 
days. One could also feel the excitement among the 46 staff mem-
bers as well.
 As camp fell so late in the summer this year, we adjusted our 
schedule as best we could to keep campers and staff out of the 
heat during the hottest parts of the day. This made for a very busy 
schedule of activities up until the evening hours. Two of our days 
ended with campers and staff viewing the planet Saturn and its 
rings through a staff member’s high-powered telescope. 
Our last day of camp was probably the most different from 

anything we’ve ever done, and I think it may be-
come a camp tradition. We held a camp carnival 
that was a huge hit! A dunk tank was brought 
in and was an instant success. We also had 
two slip-and-slides that the campers couldn’t 
get enough of and a snow cone machine. But 
the biggest treat of all was when the local fire 

department came out to give the campers a tour of the pump truck 
and then sprayed everyone down. The firemen brought out two 
hoses at first, and then a few minutes later they brought out a third 
hose that shot all the way across the field we were in and rained 
down on everyone!
Our theme “A Call to Greatness” was presented to us at the begin-
ning of camp, and we built upon it every day throughout all of our 
activities. It was amazing to watch our younger campers, some as 
young as 5, step off the platform 40 feet above the ground to ride 
the zip line. That’s four stories high! It was 300 feet long, and they 
loved it! An older camper did something that impacted all who 
were watching. She and another camper were adamant that they 

were not going down the 
zip line no matter how 
hard their counselors, 
friends and zip-line staff 
tried to encourage them! 
There was no convinc-
ing them. After waiting a 

while for the first kids to climb the tower and get hooked up, this 
girl and her friend watched from their seats below. Then, as this 
camper watched her dorm mates step off the platform, she said in 
a timid voice, “That doesn’t look so bad.” She talked herself out of 
her fears and put to practice her “call to greatness” by taking a big 
step and participating in something that terrified her! 
Not only did we have a successful camp from the standpoint of 
drawing closer to God, building new friendships and renewing 
old, but we also took home the opportunity to put into practice all 
that we learned in our own personal call to greatness.

Elisa Hees

Houston Preteen Camp

This year’s Camp Chattahoochee began 
on Sunday, July 21, with a beautiful sunny 
day! The campers and staff were filled 
with anticipation and excitement to come 
together at the facilities of the YWCO 
camp in the breathtaking north Georgia 
mountains. Our experienced staff, com-
prised of mostly moms and dads as well as 
dedicated teens, came eager and prepared 
to serve the campers in this peaceful and 
rustic setting.
Daily Christian Living classes were led by 
Eric Evans (“What Does It Mean to Be a 
Leader?”); David Evans (“What Does God 
Want You to Be When You Grow Up?”) 
and Ron Kelley (“Don’t Squander Your In-
heritance” and “Making Wise Decisions”).

Activities consisted of field games, slip-
and-slide, arts and crafts, swimming in an 
Olympic-sized pool, canoeing and a hiking 
and treasure hunt adventure. Evening 
activities were highlighted this year by 
the introduction of gaga ball and novelty 
Olympics.
This was our first year to award the slip-
and-slide trophy to the individual with the 
longest slide of camp. The competition was 
close between one of our campers and two 
of our staff. In the end, it was the camper, 
Sydney McGhee, who won the first an-
nual Camp Chattahoochee slip-and-slide 
competition. 
On the final evening, the parents who ar-
rived to pick up their children were treated 
to a variety of prepared skits and the theme 
song for all of our camps this year, “Teach 
Me Thy Ways, O Lord,” a fitting tribute to 
our desire to learn God’s ways and strive 
toward our call to greatness.

Eric Evans

Camp 
Chattahoochee

Rejoicing in the moment 
Anna Moore and Alaura Fitts show their 
enthusiasm for camp (photo by Sharon 

Treybig Babcock)

FOR MORE 
PHOTOS GO TO 

FACEBOOK.COM/
COGWA. 

Overcoming fears 
Kaelyn Ferguson, Leanne West, 

Kennedy Yost and McKinley Yost 
await their turn on the ropes course 

swing (photo by Erika Whitley)

https://www.facebook.com/cogwa
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On June 23 to 27, 2013, 25 campers and 35 
staff members traveled to the Sierra Chris-
tian Service Camp in Posey, California, for 
Camp Sequoia (Preteen)! 
The camp enjoyed four days of fun-filled 
activities, Christian Living classes, sports 
and lovely weather. Two pastors, Paul Cart-
er and James Capo, as well as Tracy Carter, 
served in various capacities throughout 
camp.
The first day’s activities included the 
annual Novelty Olympics, including 
a “Counselor Makeover.” Other camp 
activities included dance, gaga ball, swim-

ming, archery, riflery (BB guns), fishing, 
hiking and a challenge course run by 
Tracy Carter. 
The last day of activities ended with “The 
Amazing Race” put together by Mrs. 
Carter. Campers had a variety of tasks to 
complete throughout the camp, including 
putting together a puzzle of the books of 
the Bible. 
Campers learned about the call to great-
ness as Compass Checks and Christian 
Living addressed the subject throughout 
the week, with Bible heroes as the focus. 
Campers could see how God called and 

worked with individuals to fulfill a special 
purpose.
Each day started with a Compass Check to 
point campers in the right direction, and 
evenings ended with a group campfire. 
During the campfires dorms performed 
skits as well as sing-alongs.
The camp had a wonderful staff this year 
including 10 teen staff members. The 
campers developed relationships with teens 
and adults from various areas.
We look forward to another great year in 
2014! 

Paul Carter

Camp 
Sequoia (Preteen)

“A Call to Greatness” was highlighted 
throughout the entire preteen camp, from 
the stage decor and music for the final 
presentation to the daily Christian Living 
topics. Cory Erickson focused the entire 
group on Philippians 4:13: “I can do all 
things through Christ who strengthens 
me.” We were encouraged to know who 
provides us with strength to accomplish 
great things daily! 
The adventures began on Sunday, Aug. 11, 
with mid-70 degree weather, and the entire 
group enjoyed an afternoon of kayaking, 
paddleboating and canoeing. Our first 
night began with all preteens and teens 

participating in a fun evening playing vari-
ous camp games. Smiles and laughter were 
evident throughout the evening.
The next three days included activities like 
nature hike, field games, climbing wall, 
boating and lakefront activities, team chal-
lenge, arts and crafts, pontoon boat rides, 
fishing, campus improvement, Amazing 
Race, swimming, adventures on the “blob” 
and the ever-popular gaga ball. 
Following the meals, preteens and teens 
played Ping-Pong, air hockey, carpetball 
and foosball.
The evenings were filled with more adven-
tures, like the popular novelty Olympics, 
as well as the end-of-evening water balloon 
battle. The last evening of camp was the 
biblical scavenger hunt and treasure hunt. 
Each dorm searched for clues in various 
places to find their treasure. 

Each day ended with special stories from 
the dorm parents, and special glow-in-the-
dark footprints reminded each preteen of 
whom they should trust and have guide 
their path (Proverbs 3:5-6).
The final camp presentation began with a 
review of the Christian Living topics, and 
thanks were given to all the staff members 
for their dedication to God’s youth. We 
were reminded that God has provided a 
wonderful calling because of our par-
ents and grandparents (Acts 2:39). Then 
preteens performed two musical selections 
for the parents that they had practiced each 
day of camp. Following the music, we en-
joyed an amazing video of the adventures 
we had all shared. 
We are all looking forward to next year’s 
camp! 

 Gale Black

Camp Wood 
Lake

Future leaders 
Left to right: The boys of B-1 at Camp Sequoia (photo by Paul Carter); Rowan 
McClelland and Ethan Cox of Dorm 1B learn teamwork and balance at Camp 

Wood Lake (photo by Tony Kardell)
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FEAST FEVER
We received dozens of entries to the 2013 #FeastFever Facebook Cover Photo Contest. Each 

winning photo will appear as our Facebook cover photo for 30 days. Here’s a sneak peak of the 
winning entries.

Travis Weiss 
Hapuna Beach, Hawaii

Lea Ann Ragusin
Ocho Rios, Jamaica

Lea Ann Ragusin
Ocho Rios, Jamaica

Ava Sanders 
Hapuna Beach, Hawaii

 Brad Anderson 
Park City, Utah

Jennifer Foster  
 Rocklin, California

Ava Sanders 
Hapuna Beach, Hawaii
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E
mendoza
ARGEnTInA / The 
Feast of Tabernacles and the 
Last Great Day in Mendoza, 
Argentina, were highlighted by 
exceedingly powerful and mo-
tivating sermons and excellent 
fellowship among the brethren. 
A total of 366 brethren from 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 
Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, 
Uruguay and the United States 
came together to Mendoza to 
keep the Feasts of 
the Eternal. The 
warmth of the 
brethren in South 
America and their 
joyful and service-
oriented attitude 
knocked down all cultural and 
language barriers. Most of the 
brethren stayed at the Hotel 
Savoia, where all activities took 
place. Services were held there, 
and the messages we heard 
each day were truly a spiritual 
banquet. 
A characteristic of the Feast 
was its inclusiveness. There 
were activities for everyone! 

There was a party and games 
for the kids, a tea time for 
the elderly brethren, a ladies’ 
breakfast, a Bible study for the 
youth, sports and a special pro-
gram to welcome the brethren 
from other countries.
We also appreciate the hard 
work and dedication of the 
brethren who performed spe-
cial music and participated in 
the talent show, which was of 
the highest quality and a great 

success. In addition, 
we had the opportu-
nity to participate in 
two special events, 
Abigail and Gabriel 
Perez’s wedding and 
the baby shower for 
Carolina and Carlos 

Navarrete who are expecting 
the arrival of little Paula.
To top off this great Feast, on 
the Last Great Day there was 
the blessing of six children; and 
later the same day 13 brethren 
were baptized. Those 13 were 
warmly welcome into the fam-
ily of God.
As Saul Langarica mentioned 
in the sermon on the Last Great 

EVERY YEAR GOD BLESSES US IN A VARIETY 
of ways. Certainly one of the greatest blessings He 
gives each of us is the understanding of His plan of 
salvation. He gives us the opportunity to gather to-
gether on each of His holy days, to study His Word, 
and to fellowship with one another in thankfulness 
for what He has done and in anticipation of what is 
yet to occur. 
This year’s Feast of Tabernacles and Last Great Day 
were once again true highlights for God’s Church. 
We experienced a slight increase in attendance this 
year and an increase in holy day offerings of more 
than 10 percent. You could hear the anticipation of 
what the Feast pictures in the messages that were 
delivered and in the one-on-one conversations we 
all shared throughout the Feast. You could see the 
excitement of those in attendance through the warm 
smiles, joyous laughter and vibrant conversations 
before and after services each day. 
We are living in Satan’s world at this time, and so 
we all eagerly await the return of Jesus Christ. That 
event will signal the removal of Satan and the time 
when everyone may be taught the truth of God and 
choose to keep the Feast (Zechariah 14:16).
What follows in this issue are brief reports and a 
number of pictures from our Feast sites this year. As 
you read them and look through the pictures, you 
will note the common theme of enthusiasm, unity 
and eager anticipation. 
The Feast planning team and the Feast coordinators 
are already hard at work on next year’s plans. Stay 
tuned for more information in upcoming weeks and 
months. In the meantime, enjoy a quick look back at 
the Feast of Tabernacles 2013. OA

The Blessing of 
the Feast
by mark winner

FOR MORE 
PHOTOS GO TO 
FACEBOOK.COM/
COGWA. 

Watch the 2013 Feast video and listen to 
sermons from all of the U.S. Feast sites at 
feast.cogwa.org/media.

Feast of Tabernacles 
Sermon Archive

Argentina

https://www.facebook.com/cogwa
http://feast.cogwa.org/media
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Day, the challenge for each of us for this 
coming year will be to stay encouraged 
spiritually, as we have done during this 
wonderful Feast. He said we should not to 
go back to our old routine but form new 
habits that will allow us to be closer to God.  
It has been a great blessing for us to share 
this wonderful Feast with our brethren 
from South America who are passionate for 
God’s way of life.

Jose and Ruth Chavez

coffs harbour
AUSTRALIA / A total of 54 brethren 
met in the seaside community of Coffs 
Harbour for the Feast of Tabernacles 2013. 
Not only did God bless the Feast with 
glorious weather, the brethren also received 
a rich banquet of spiritual messages, focus-
ing everyone on our future and the fantas-
tic plan of God for all mankind. The Feast 
activities were once again enthusiastically 
attended by everyone, making it a close, 
family-orientated Feast for the brethren. 
All of the visitors were warmly embraced 
by their new Aussie family, as are all who 
make the journey to Down Under. 
We left the Feast reenergized, looking for-
ward and ready for our return in 2014 and 
for the soon-coming Kingdom of God.

David Maczek

st. lawrence gap
BARBADOS / The Feast in Barba-
dos was held at DIVI Southwinds Beach 
Resort on the beautiful south coast of the 
island. God blessed us with beautiful sunny 
weather throughout the Feast. 
Those attending were from Barbados and 
the United States, and one member was 
from St. Kitts–Nevis. The average atten-
dance per service was 90, and the highest 
was 102.
We were blessed to have sermons from three 
ministers this year. Our regional director 
and pastor, Arnold Hampton, was in Bar-
bados for the inaugural service and the first 
holy day before traveling to Jamaica. Todd 
Carey began the Feast in Jamaica and then 
flew to Barbados and remained until the end 
of the Feast. Arnold Mendez was with us for 
the entire Feast. Services were webcast to 
Grenada, St. Kitts–Nevis and Tobago.
Mr. Mendez spoke on the gap theory in 
Genesis 1:1-2 at the Bible study, which was 
well attended. 
We took a bus tour of the island that 
included a visit to the Garrison Area and    

Bridgetown, which is now a UNESCO 
World Heritage site. We had a talent 
show with music from a variety of instru-
mentalists and singers, as well as a skit. 
Family Day attendance was small, but 
those who came played indoor games, 
and the younger ones played golf on the 
mini-golf course. The catamaran cruise 
was the highlight of the activities. This 
included a cruise along the west coast of 
the island, a swim with the turtles, snor-
keling over a wreck and reef, a gorgeous 
sunset, a fine meal and dancing under 
the stars. 

Stephen Crosby

cochabamba
BOLIvIA / Cochabamba is a city in 
central Bolivia, located in a valley in the 
Andes mountain range. During the past 
years, this has been the place the Eternal 
has chosen for us to go and celebrate His 
Feast. This year, 35 brethren from Bolivia, 
Peru and Chile gathered to share and 
enjoy the Feast in this wonderful place, 

surrounded by nature, gardens, spring 
weather, pure air and abundance of food. 
We were blessed with peace and good at-
titudes. A spirit of happiness and service 
was obvious.
We were all witnesses to the inspiration of 
each message, from the opening message 
given by our president, Jim Franks, to 
the last message given by our pastor, Saul 
Langarica, where he addressed how to 
overcome our human nature.
During the eight days, we had an abun-
dance of activities for all ages, including a 
welcome activity, children’s party, ladies’ 
activity shared with the seniors, a talent 
show, family dance, sports activities and a 
youth Bible study.
God did His wonderful part during His 
Feasts. Now it is our turn to do ours. We 
have to keep firm with a high spirit to face 
any coming obstacles. Thank God and our 
brethren who have made this Feast our best 
one!

Carlos verdugo

Barbados

Bolivia

Australia
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shorefield country park
BRITISH ISLES / Members from the 
United States, Britain, Chile and France 
celebrated the Feast together with a top 
attendance of 56 on the Last Great Day. The 
temperature was mild, and the fellowship 
was very warm—just like the late Septem-
ber sunshine.
Inspiring and motivating sermons were 
given by U.S. ministers Mike Blackwell, 
Jim Servidio, Charles Haughee and Bill 
Gossett. Mike Blackwell also gave a semi-
nar on the responsibilities of being kings 
and priests and a Bible study called “Being 
Found So Doing.”
The U.K. Festival coordinator, Peter 
Hawkins, spoke about G.R.I.T., and David 
Treybig moderated a young adult study 
about the difference between growing up 
as a second-generation Christian and being 
called directly out of society. A theme of 
holding onto our calling and being pre-
pared to serve came through in a number 
of the messages. 
We enjoyed the webcast service from St. 
Augustine, recorded a day earlier, sing-
ing the hymns and hearing each message, 
including President Jim Franks’ much-
appreciated sermon. We were also treated 
to a vocal solo from Bo Collette from the 
Houston North, Texas, congregation dur-
ing the final service on the Last Great Day. 
Three buffet meals provided an opportu-
nity to fellowship together. Afterwards, 

members provided songs, recitals and 
one-liners, finishing with the flourish of 
a Latin dance solo by Cony Carvajal from 
the Santiago, Chile, congregation.

Peter Hawkins

mugina
BURUnDI / Overall, 138 people 
celebrated the Feast in the rural village 
of Mugina in northern Burundi. A great 
joy this year was the inauguration of the 
new church building, which had its roof 
completed just in time for the Feast. This 
spacious building allowed all three con-
gregations in Burundi to meet together for 
the Feast with room for future growth as 
well. Our brethren in Burundi are joyful 
and very grateful for the aid provided by 
generous members in the United States that 
allowed the building to be finished in time 
for the Feast this year.
Elder Nathan Mokeshimana delivered a 
sermon in Kirundi each day, based on pre-
recorded French sermons. Chorales from 
each of the congregations represented at 
the site alternated presenting special music.
Games were organized most days for the 
children, and there were daily Bible stud-
ies to follow up on services, making sure 

everyone understood the messages. There 
was a constant buzz of discussion about the 
encouraging meaning of the Feast, which 
points toward the coming Kingdom of God.
Meals were prepared communally by the 
ladies, using the festival tithe of the beans, 
rice, plantain, yams and other foods grown 
by the members, who are subsistence farm-
ers.

Joel Meeker

lican ray
CHILE / This year the Feast of Taber-
nacles was held once again in Lican Ray, a 
small town by the Calafquén Lake about 
500 miles south of Santiago, Chile. As in 
previous years, all of the members stayed 
at the hotel complex “El Conquistador.” All 
of the 258 people who attended the Feast 
stayed in cabins with fireplaces, which 
made the atmosphere rural and cozy.
Lican Ray is truly a paradise during this 
time of the year. It is surrounded by abun-
dant flora, lakes and rivers. You can see 
crops, mountains and white volcanoes all 
around you. There were even peacocks and 
other exotic birds walking around in the 
hotel where the brethren stayed! Everybody 
was amazed to see God’s creation so close 

British Isles

Chile
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throughout the Feast. God also blessed 
the brethren with abundant peace, har-
mony, joy, good food and God’s protection. 
God’s Spirit was clearly working in the 
hearts of everyone.
The opening night messages were given 
by Fermin Nain, a local elder in Chile, 
followed by Jim Franks’ video, which had 
been translated into Spanish in advance.
Two Bible studies (one for the young people 
and the other for the general membership) 
provided additional spiritual food.
At the beginning of the Last Great Day, 
four people were baptized, which made the 
Feast even more joyful. It was great to start 
this year’s last holy day with such wonder-
ful news.
May God help us to remember this won-
derful Feast whenever we have to face the 
spiritual challenges that this new coming 
year will bring. 

Manuel Iturra

rodadero beach, santa marta
COLOMBIA / Heavy rains on the 
first night didn’t dampen the spirits of 
the 70 Feastgoers rejoicing before God in 
this beautiful Caribbean environment. 
Brethren came from Colombia, Ecuador, 

Venezuela and the United States to keep 
the Feast in Rodadero Beach, Colombia. 
Messages centered on prophecy, the Mil-
lennium and Christian living. We enjoyed 
the Feast sermon and the opening night 
message from Jim Franks with a Spanish 
voice-over. Messages were presented by 
Eduardo Hernandez, pastor of Colombia, 
Ecuador and Venezuela, and Ralph Levy, 
a minister visiting from the headquarters 
office in Allen, Texas. 
Other activities included a beach outing to 
Playa Cristales, an interactive Bible study 
on the book of Acts, a leadership seminar 
for the men (with impromptu speeches on 
the fundamental beliefs of the Church), 
an afternoon of fun for the children, a 
ladies’ afternoon, a pizza night with “crazy 
glasses,” and a presentation of food and 
culture of the world presented by brethren 
from Colombia and Ecuador. 

Ralph Levy
man
CôTE D’IvOIRE / A total of 43 
people attended the Feast of Tabernacles 
in the town of Man in west-central Côte 
d’Ivoire. Man, near the border of Liberia, is 
located in a mountainous area that enjoys 
pleasantly cool temperatures. 

Services were held under a canopy rented 
for the occasion. Sermons were translated 
from French by a leading member, Seussié 
Bleu. He also led members in Bible studies 
as they deepened their understanding of 
the meaning of the Feast, which represents 
a time of abundance and peace for the 
whole earth. This is a message of great hope 
in this country, which has only recently 
seen the end of a long civil war and in 
which most people live in deep poverty.
Filling meals, provided with assistance 
from the Church, were a source of special 
joy at the Feast. The members attending 
were able to eat three meals a day and enjoy 
some beef or fish every day. In this part 
of Côte d’Ivoire average people can only 
afford to eat meat a few times a year, so 
enjoying this every day for eight days was a 
most memorable treat. It represented a first 
for almost all those attending.
Our brethren in Côte d’Ivoire send their 
heartfelt thanks for the assistance provided 
by the Church to allow them to celebrate 
this joyous Feast in such fine circum-
stances!

Seussié Bleu and Joel Meeker

pacific harbour
FIJI / A total of 50 brethren from Austra-
lia, Fiji, New Zealand and the United States 
attended the Feast in Fiji’s tropical Pacific 
Harbour region. Among our Fijian breth-
ren was a small contingent of expatriate 
Fijians, now living in Auckland, who took 
the opportunity to visit their homeland 
and spend time with friends and family 
after the Feast. 
Services were held in the tranquil Lagoon 
Resort. The messages were varied and 
interesting, with themes ranging from 
a strong focus on the conditions we can 
expect to experience in the beautiful 
world tomorrow, to the vision of God’s 

FranceFiji

Ghana Grenada
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magnificent culmination of a 
new world, as pictured by the 
Last Great Day.      
Activities included jet skiing, 
snorkeling, walking on the 
beach and swimming. One of 
the highlights was an authentic 
Fijian lovo feast on the beach. 
In addition to a splendid 
display of Fijian dances by 
performers in native attire, we 
enjoyed the traditional lovo 
banquet by the light of flaming 
torches. It will be remembered 
by all as an unforgettable and 
splendid event.

Art verschoor

saint-jean-la-vêtre 
FRAnCE / Eighty people 
from seven countries gathered 
in scenic Saint-Jean-la-Vêtre 
in central France to celebrate 
the Feast of Tabernacles. The 
Church was able to book ex-
clusive use of this mountaintop 
vacation colony, which allowed 
what one attendee called a 
wonderful feeling of “coming 
out of the world.” Sermonettes 
and sermons were uniformly 
encouraging and motivating. 
Services were held on alternat-
ing days in French or English 
with simultaneous translation.
Lodging, services and all meals 
were all on-site, within a few 
seconds’ walk. Four-course 
lunches and dinners included 
wine and a delicious assort-
ment of French cheeses. Since 
everyone stayed on-site, there 
was much time for fellow-
ship. Warm, sunny weather 
and the beautiful views of the 
surrounding hills and valleys 
added greatly to the enjoyment 
of the Feast.
Our Family Day activities 
included an initiation to the 
French yard game of pé-
tanque, use of the indoor pool 
and whirlpool, and outdoor 
playground activities for the 
children. In the afternoon, our 
brethren from Martinique pro-
vided a delicious snack of island 
delicacies, including fruit juices 
and rum-based drinks. Four 
coach excursions took visitors 

to Vulcania, a volcano-themed 
educational attraction nestled 
among a group of dormant 
volcanos.
We also visited the historic 
centers of Clermont-Ferrand, 
the cutlery center of Thiers, as 
well as the historic spa town 
of Vichy, also famous as the 
capital of “free France” during 
part of World War II.
The Last Great Day included 
a special event: the ordination 
as an elder of Daniel Harper. 
He and his wife have lived in 
France and continue to volun-
tarily serve in various ways in 
the French Department. Mr. 
Harper’s ordination was a spe-
cial source of joy for our French 
brethren.
Visitors are warmly welcomed 
at the Feast in France. Why not 
join us next year?

Joel Meeker

mfensi
GHAnA / Over 550 Gha-
naian brethren kept the Feast 
in Mfensi, about 45 minutes 
northwest of Kumasi. All 
stayed in family housing either 
on the grounds of the meeting 
hall or within easy walking 
distance, which allowed every-
one to spend the entire Feast 
together. 
The brethren enjoyed having Jim 
and Judy Servidio with them for 
the first half of the Feast. Mr. Ser-
vidio gave a couple of sermons 
and a Bible study focused on 
marriage. Due to a generous gift 
from one of the U.S. congrega-
tions, he and his wife were able 
to host a special dinner for all 
the pastors and elders and their 
wives. This was very encouraging 
to the leadership in Ghana, and 
their encouragement is trans-
mitted in their service to the 
brethren as well. The Servidios 
kept the last half of the Feast in 
the United Kingdom.
The site did experience quite 
a few problems with electrical 
service. Full power was avail-
able for only two days during 
the Feast. In order to have 

light and to play the special 
sermons from headquarters, 
power was provided by a small 
portable generator. Heavy 
rains came through the area 
almost every day, no doubt 
adding to the difficulties with 
the power supply. 
Since problems of this type are 
quite common in Ghana, the 
brethren accepted it with their 
characteristic good attitude 
and enjoyed the Feast and the 
focus on the coming Kingdom 
of God.  One member stated, 
“To me and others, this year’s 
Feast was the best ever we have 
experienced.”  
The Church in Ghana is very 
grateful for the generosity of 
their brethren in other parts 
of the world—in particular 
the United States—for provid-
ing the subsidies necessary for 
them to come together and 
share in the blessings of the 
Feast days!
Jim Servidio and Reuel Dima

st. george’s
GREnADA / La Heliconia 
Hotel and Spa in St. George’s, 
Grenada, was the venue where 
the Grenadians celebrated and 
enjoyed the Feast of Taber-
nacles. The weather was humid; 
however, everyone basked in 
the warm sunshine that accom-
panied the cooling northeast 
trade winds.
The attendance on average was 
five members, who assembled 
in a cozy room to hear the mes-
sages. The highest total for the 
Feast was six. 
Karl Scantlebury assisted the 
brethren in receiving the link 
from the main Feast site in 
Barbados.
The members indicated that the 
sermons presented by Arnold 
Hampton, Todd Carey and 
Arnold Mendez were most 
inspiring and edifying. The 
spiritual messages set the tone 
for what turned out to be the 
most divinely blessed Feast yet. 
Fellowship among the brethren 
was also phenomenal. They 

thoroughly relished every mo-
ment at the Feast.
Activities included a bus tour 
of the island, Family Day, a 
Bible study and discussion on 
the topic “What It Will Be Like 
in the Millennium,” guided by 
Osmonde Douglas, the Barba-
dos elder visiting during the 
second half of the Feast.
The brethren expressed that 
they were rejuvenated. They 
indicated that they have much 
food for thought to help them 
through the ensuing months. 
They are counting the days 
until the next Feast in  2014, 
God willing!

Karl Scantlebury

antigua
GUATEMALA / Spanish 
and English hymns resonated 
in a large stone building on the 
outskirts of the ancient colonial 
city of Antigua, Guatemala, as 
more than 500 brethren joined 
to praise God on the first day of 
the Feast.
Flowering trees spill over walls 
beside cobblestone streets while 
volcanoes keep watch from the 
distance, creating a unique set-
ting for the Feast of Tabernacles 
2013. Brethren from 11 dif-
ferent countries—Guatemala, 
El Salvador, Canada, United 
States, Mexico, Chile, Peru, Ec-
uador, Nicaragua, Dominican 
Republic and Costa Rica—were 
welcomed with hugs and kisses 
each day as they entered 
the meeting hall for church. 
Services were in Spanish with 
English translation. Despite 
the language barrier, breth-
ren made lasting friendships 
through several interpreters, 
a mix of broken English and 
Spanish, and makeshift sign 
language.
One of the main focuses of the 
Feast was service. Foreigners 
were encouraged to become 
involved in serving alongside 
the local brethren, preparing 
for the many activities planned 
to unite God’s people and help 
them focus on the Kingdom.
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One of the highlights was a 
talent show on Monday eve-
ning, featuring traditional and 
contemporary music, dances 
and skits from throughout the 
Americas performed by all 
ages. The following day locals 
prepared a special feast of 
traditional Guatemalan food 
and a fashion show of tradi-
tional clothing for the foreign 
members. 
Music was part of every occa-
sion. Choirs from throughout 
Latin America with coordinat-
ing attire provided at least two 
pieces of special music every 
day.
Family was emphasized 
throughout the Feast in both 
the messages and the activities, 
such as a family dance and a 
Family Day filled with games 
for everyone and, of course, a 
football/soccer game.

A ladies’ brunch on Sunday 
morning offered speeches on 
women’s health and how to 
make beauty products that are 
both healthy and cost-effective. 
The Spokesman Club hosted a 
ladies’ night filled with interac-
tive table topics and speeches. 
There was a dance and Bible 
study for teens and a Bible 
study for married couples.
The Feast provided several 
opportunities for people to ex-
plore the surrounding area, ex-
perience the markets and visit 
the ruins of the ancient city; but 
the focus was on spending time 
with each other and seeking the 
Kingdom.

 Jennifer Bowman

lethem, rupununi
GUYAnA / After three 
years, members from the inte-
rior of Guyana assembled at the 

Savannah Inn in Lethem to cel-
ebrate God’s Feast of Taberna-
cles. A total of 14 were present 
on the opening night, and all 
keenly listened to the opening 
message from Jim Franks.
The days were very hot, but 
brethren enjoyed the daily 
sermon messages and loving 
fellowship in the cool of the 
conference room. Activities 
included a Bible study, Bible 
quiz and one afternoon of 
indoor games and fun. We also 
enjoyed a sumptuous barbecue 
at the home of Mrs. Rodrigues. 
Everyone had a wonderful time 
and is eagerly looking forward 
to next Feast.

Gary Atkinson

kolkata
InDIA / This year 13 of your 
brethren gathered at the IBIZA 
Resort and Spa–Merlin Greens 
in Kolkata (Calcutta), India, to 
celebrate the Feast. Kolkata is 
often referred to as the City of 
Joy, and we certainly experi-
enced a great deal of joy during 
the eight days of the Feast. The 
Festival setting was a beautiful 
location in the well-kept garden 
resort. The housing consisted 
of thatched-roof cabanas 
surrounded by lush, green 
vegetation and overlooking the 
beautiful resort pool.  
All the members stayed at 
the same facility and enjoyed 
all their meals together. This 
allowed for hours of leisurely 
fellowship each day. The Feast 
is the only opportunity for the 
Indian members to gather and 
fellowship during the year, so 
fellowship at the Feast was like 
pools of refreshing water in a 
dry land.  
In addition to the worship 
service and meals, the members 
also enjoyed sightseeing trips 
into the central business dis-
trict of Kolkata. One of the sites 
visited was the beautiful and 
stately Victoria Memorial Hall, 
built from 1906 to 1921 in hon-
or of Queen Victoria, empress 
of India.  The memorial hall 
houses a museum containing a 

large collection of memorabilia 
relating to Queen Victoria and 
the British presence in India, as 
well as other exhibits pertain-
ing to the history of India.
Everyone departed from the 
Feast refocused on the soon-
coming millennial reign of 
Jesus Christ and His saints and 
looking forward to the Feast of 
Tabernacles in 2014.  

Dave Baker

ocho rios
JAMAICA / Some 150 
brethren gathered as Todd 
Carey gave the opening sermon 
“This Is the Place,” and the 
Festival choir concurred with 
its rendition of “Surely the Lord 
Is in This Place.”
This signaled a fitting start to 
the succeeding days of ser-
monettes and sermons with 
many references and invitations 
to go to the mountain, which 
afforded Moses a view of the 
land he could not enter. It was 
the scene of the transfiguration 
of Christ and fueled Martin 
Luther King’s hope for an equi-
table society. In his exhortation 
to consider our calling, another 
speaker averred that the des-
tination, though important, 
was not more important than 
the journey to get there. The 
webcast made us acutely aware 
that congregations worldwide 
were worshipping simultane-
ously, while the adult, youth 
and children’s choirs; soloists; 
and pianists all contributed to 
the joyful worship each day.
Brethren enjoyed other activi-
ties designed to heighten their 
anticipation of a perfect world. 
There were instruction classes 
for children, Bible studies, 
seminars, and a family talent 
show of songs, dances, skits and 
attempts at humor. The fun day 
beach games ended victoriously 
for the House of Judah team. 
Outings to the Dunn’s River 
Falls and Coyaba River Gar-
dens completed the festivities of 
the best Feast ever.

Madge Thompson

India

Guatemala
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senga bay
MALAWI / Senga Bay, in the Salima 
district on the shores of Lake Malawi, was 
the Feast site for 50 participants of this 
year’s Feast. 
The first three days had inspiring and up-
lifting sermons from our minister, Morgen 
Kriedemann.
He pleaded with us to focus our minds on 
the work of God’s Kingdom and how we 
are to get prepared now. He brought us to 
a certain level of understanding. Everyone 
enjoyed question-and-answer sessions. 
Later, Mr. Kriedemann left for Uvongo, 
South Africa.
Our local church elder, Elifazi Salawila, 
and a deacon, Tielmans Chirwa, continued 
with inspiring and encouraging messages 
on the role of our children, how we are to 
strategize ourselves for the Kingdom and 
what we will be like.
Various activities were enjoyed, including 
football, water polo, swimming, tug-of-war, 
sack races and gym exercises. 
This year’s Feast has been the best Feast 
ever. One baptism added more color to 
it. Miriam Luwanja was baptized in the 
morning hours of Sept. 25 in the still, calm 
waters of the lake. The previous day, it was 
rough. Coincidentally, the day also hap-
pened to be Miriam’s birthday.

Tielmans Chirwa 

flic-en-flac 
MAURITIUS / Mauritius is a beauti-
ful island and an ideal site for the Feast 
of Tabernacles. Known as the land of the 
now extinct dodo bird, Mauritius is a jewel 
in the Indian Ocean, 1,200 miles off the 
southeast coast of Africa. This year, five 
brethren in Mauritius were joined by four 
members from the United States and one 
member from New Zealand. Elder David 
Jackson and his wife, Lisa, were among the 
Americans, and Mr. Jackson gave most of 
the sermons during the Feast.
The absolute highlight of the Feast was the 
opportunity for the brethren to spend each 
day together as a family, enjoying hours of 
fellowship after services, delicious meals 
and a variety of activities.
Mauritius has an excellent tourist infra-
structure and allows international visitors 
to stay in Western-style comfort with some 
of the most stunning scenery in the world. 
Island cuisine is an absolutely delightful mix 
of French, English, Chinese and African 
dishes. We were also able to enjoy island at-

tractions, including beautiful beaches, dense 
woods, quaint villages, wonderful shopping 
and a fabulous nature park. 
The nature park offers visitors up-close and 
hands-on interactions with some of God’s 
creatures, including zebras, peacocks, 
tortoises and ostriches, all while riding a 
Segway. The park also has a great number 
and variety of exotic birds, coming from 
all over the world and displaying brilliant 
colors and calls. 
Once again this year, Mauritius offered a 
clear vision of the beauty we can all look 
forward to in the Kingdom of God. Visi-
tors are welcome every year to this island 
paradise!

David Jackson

san miguel de allende
MExICO / Once again, the Feast in 
Mexico was hosted in the beautiful and 
quiet city of San Miguel de Allende, where 
210 members from Mexico, Peru and 
the United States all enjoyed wonderful 
weather, excellent sermons and magnifi-
cent Christian fellowship.
The Feast kicked off with Jim Franks’ open-
ing night message translated into Spanish, 
followed by a message by Feast coordinator 
Larry Roybal, who reminded the attendees 
of the magnificent plan God is working out 
for His family and the whole of mankind 
in the near future. Mr. Franks’ taped 
sermon was viewed on the Sabbath, and 
many members commented on not only 

his excellent message, but also his flawless 
Spanish! The translator did a fine job, and 
members appreciated being able to listen to 
Mr. Franks in their own language. 
Most messages centered on the meaning of 
the Feast and the incredible physical and 
spiritual changes that God will bring about 
when He establishes His Kingdom here on 
earth. The ordination of a local elder from 
Mexico City and three baptisms during the 
Feast also contributed to the high enthusi-
asm and joy of our annual celebration. 
Brethren participated in a family and 
children’s day, a family dance, two youth 
activities, a game day, a talent show and the 
big favorite—the traditional “Callejoneada,” 
where a crowd sings Mexican songs through 
the streets of San Miguel while following an 
enthusiastic traditional singing group.  
The brethren also had ample time to ex-
plore nearby sites and discover the sounds, 
colors and tastes of the many fine restau-
rants and hotels in this picturesque village. 

Jamaicà

Mauritius

Malawi

New Zealand

Mexico
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The peaceful setting of San Miguel, along 
with the many blessings received from our 
bountiful Father, made the Feast of Taber-
nacles 2013 truly a wonderful experience 
for everyone. 

Larry Roybal

lake taupo
nEW ZEALAnD / This year 59 
Feastgoers at Lake Taupo, New Zealand, 
were once again  reminded in sermons 
that, according to an appointed time and 
schedule, inhabitants of this society will 
experience unprecedented peace, happiness 
and abundant lives—such a far cry from 
the headlines of our daily news reports. 
Our part in the process of helping others in 
the Millennium was a major theme.
Jim Franks in his letter to the members 
mentioned that at the two Feast sites he 
and his wife attended they enjoyed “the 
camaraderie, the fellowship and the spiri-
tual food.” This is indeed the sentiments 

expressed by those who attended at Lake 
Taupo. 
Activities included a senior citizens’ lun-
cheon where experiences of bygone years 
were rehearsed and shared. The youth were 
put to the test on an obstacle course that 
challenged their courage and determina-
tion. We also hosted a Feast dinner for all, 
which was followed by a talent show. 
The closeness of the group was reflected by 
the number of occasions invitations were 
extended to socially visit in members’ ac-
commodations.
International visitors set a fine example of 
a willingness to serve and contribute to the 
overall enjoyment of the Feast.

André van Belkum

huanchaco
PERU / This year Huanchaco, the beauti-
ful seaside town located on the north coast 
of Peru, was again the place chosen to cel-
ebrate the Feast of Tabernacles and the Last 
Great Day for God’s people in our country.
In this picturesque place 170 people from 
Peru, Ecuador and Argentina gathered 
together to have a taste of this wonderful 
world that soon will be established upon 
the earth. Joy, peace and healthy biblical 
instruction was the standard during these 
eight days.
In addition to daily services, we hosted 
activities for all groups and ages, which gave 
us opportunities to share Feast memories 

together. We had an afternoon dedicated 
to games for our teens, followed by a Bible 
study. During our karaoke night, many 
surprised us with their talent for singing. 
We also hosted a traditional children’s party, 
family dance, seniors’ afternoon, Spokes-
man Club ladies’ night, ladies’ afternoon 
with games and dances, a talent show and 
beach games. 
We especially rejoiced with the baptism of 
Pedro Hernan Gonzales and the blessing of 
Luis Fernando Larrea Cornejo, a newborn 
baby from Ecuador.
Well-prepared and inspired sermonettes 
and sermons helped us focus and long for 
the establishment of God’s Kingdom.
The local people from Huanchaco com-
mented on how pleased they were with 
our presence there. Some of them men-
tioned how our children have grown to 
become beautiful young men and women. 
They have watched them grow, as we have 
celebrated the Feast there over the past 15 
years. 
We parted, very grateful to our God for 
these wonderful holy days and their mean-
ing revealed now to us and in the future to 
all humanity.

Carlos Saavedra

baguio city
PHILIPPInES / For the first time in 
the history of the Church of God, a World-
wide Association, the Feast of Tabernacles 
was observed in the mountain city of 
Baguio in the Philippines.
The Feast site was Teachers Camp, estab-
lished by Americans in the early 1900s. The 
place is about a mile high and 250 kilome-
ters (155 miles) north of Manila. Because of 
the altitude, the place is much cooler than 
most of the areas in the country. 
Many of our members stayed in the camp 
dorms; others used housing outside the 
camp. We prepared most meals in-house 
and served them in one of the mess halls in 
the camp.
We started with 140 in attendance on the 
opening night and had a maximum of 184 
at one of the services. Though there were 
unseasonable rains during the first few 
days, it was not really noticed because of 
the excitement and warm fellowship of the 
brethren. 
On the opening night welcome service, we 
heard Jim Franks’ very encouraging video 
message.

Hermanus, South Africa

Peru

Baguio City, 
Philippines

Butuan City, 
Philippines

Rwanda



16 One Accord cogwa.org

Our guest minister, Paul 
Luecke, and his family added 
much color to the occasion. 
He gave a number of well-
researched messages about the 
coming Kingdom of God. 
In the last half of the Feast 
week the sun came out, and 
we were able to do outdoor 
activities, like touring around 
the city.
The site, mountain views, cool-
er temperatures all day long 
and, of course, the presence of 
God’s people gave us a won-
derful feeling of the promised 
coming Kingdom of God. 

 Eriz Dizon

butuan city
PHILIPPInES / This year 
was the first Feast of Taber-
nacles for the Church of God, 
a Worldwide Association, 
in Butuan City, Philippines. 
Our average attendance was 
66 brethren. We were blessed 
with good weather despite 
ominous forecasts. 
Our venue, the Grand Palace 
Restaurant, was likewise a 
blessing to us, having offered us 
meals at half the cost of other 
restaurants. Our feasting was 
so profitable not only because 
of very encouraging messages, 
but also, because of the buffet 
lunches and dinners, from the 
opening night all the way to the 
Last Great Day.
Festival messages were so 
touching that some could not 
hold back their tears, especially 
on the Last Great Day.
Another blessing was the Bahay 
Tulogan, where all our breth-
ren were housed. We arranged 
with the caretaker that we 
would donate P100 ($2.32) per 
person per day, and breakfast 
was served for free. Further, 
it is located at the back of the 
provincial capital of Agusan 
del Norte and just about 300 
meters from the venue. They 
were so impressed with what 
they observed, even in sanita-
tion, that they encouraged us 
to come back and lodge again 

with them whenever we are in 
Butuan.
Since many of our brethren 
had to travel long distances, the 
Feast in Butuan was extended. 
On Friday, Sept. 27, the breth-
ren enjoyed a beach outing at 
Masao Beach Resort, where 
we grilled bangus, tinula and 
kinilaw with boiled root crops. 
Bahay Tulogan gave us rice and 
also gave us the last two days 
of housing for free. What a 
blessing! 
On the Sabbath of Sept. 28 we 
held a joint service for all our 
Mindanao brethren. Our mem-
bers commented that they were 
going home very full of both 
physical and spiritual food. All 
were unanimous in requesting 
that we have our next Feast of 
Tabernacles in Butuan!

Paul Cebrian

giti
RWAnDA / A total of 62 
people observed the Feast of 
Tabernacles in the rural village 
of Giti in Rwanda. Frequent 
rains kept temperatures cool 
and the surrounding moun-

tains green and lush. Elder 
Jean-Marie Mundeli and dea-
con Jean-Baptiste Sibobugingo 
gave messages in Kinyarwanda, 
translated from prerecorded 
French sermons.
Members stayed in temporary 
dwellings during the Feast: 
tents and shelters built on the 
Church property around the 
meeting hall. Water for wash-
ing was provided by a rain-
filled cistern, and an electrical 
generator provided light in the 
evening to allow social activi-
ties to continue after sundown, 
which is always close to 6 p.m. 
at two degrees south of the 
equator. 
Most of the Church brethren in 
Rwanda are subsistence farm-
ers, so their Festival tithe came 
in the form of harvested crops 
and livestock, which were pre-
pared and eaten communally 
during the Feast. Members and 
their families appreciated assis-
tance sent by the Church head-
quarters in the United States to 
add special treats to the meals, 
making them true feasts.

Joel Meeker

hermanus
SOUTH AFRICA / A 
total of 95 men, women and 
children, including 15 Ameri-
cans, gathered at this beauti-
ful coastal location near the 
southern tip of South Africa. 
Services were again held in the 
well-maintained Municipal 
Auditorium. 
Due to the Feast falling earlier 
this year, the weather was a 
mixture of sunshine, wind, 
some rain and even some snow 
on the mountains located far-
ther away from Hermanus. But 
that did not interfere with the 
usual enthusiastic fellowship 
and happy, uplifted spirits.
Early in the Feast, 44 senior 
citizens enjoyed a very fine meal 
in a local restaurant. Family 
Day was at a new venue with 
outstanding indoor and outdoor 
facilities. Brethren also enjoyed 
a visit to a nearby penguin 
colony, long walks in a pretty 
botanical garden, taking a boat 
ride into the bay to view whales, 
wine tasting at a local vineyard 
and great white shark cage div-
ing at world-famous Gansbaai.     

Sri Lanka

TobagoTogo
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The brethren enjoyed sermons 
from six different speakers. 
Jim Franks’ recorded sermon 
was played on the opening day. 
Other sermons were given by 
visiting elders Phil Sandilands 
and Ron Kelley and locally 
based elders Stan James, Tony 
Levy and Neil Becker.

neil Becker

uvongo
SOUTH AFRICA / The 
Feast in Uvongo, South Africa, 
was certainly different this year, 
as we faced a number of unex-
pected challenges from the very 
first day. But spirits remained 
high, and all obstacles were 
successfully overcome, making 
it an inspiring and rewarding 
eight days.
We were privileged to have 
North Carolina pastor Ron 
Kelley and his wife, Nancy, as 
guests for the first four days. 
Their friendliness and warmth 
toward all of the brethren were 
really appreciated, and we were 
all sad to have them leave us 
after such a short time.
Although the Feast falls in early 
spring in the southern hemi-
sphere, we were blessed with 
pleasant weather and very little 
rain, which is unusual for the 
eastern coast of South Africa. 
All of the planned activities 
were well-attended, and the 
pleasant weather added to 
everyone’s enjoyment. 
The average attendance for the 
eight days was 97, with a high 
of 109 when some family mem-
bers holidaying on the coast 
joined us. This year’s Feast will 
always be very special to Sitha-
bile Linda of the Durban, South 
Africa, congregation, who was 
baptized into God’s family, as 
her husband and three children 
looked on.
Sermons were given by Ron 
Kelley, Morgen Kriedemann 
and Neville Smith, and we were 
also able to enjoy the recorded 
sermon and welcoming mes-
sage from our president Jim 
Franks.

The eight days seemed to pass 
very quickly but left us reju-
venated and focused on the 
hope of the coming Kingdom 
of God.

neville Smith

negombo
SRI LAnKA / Brethren 
from Sri Lanka hosted the Feast 
of Tabernacles this year in Ne-
gombo. Negombo is on the coast 
of the Indian Ocean, located just 
north of Colombo—the largest 
city in Sri Lanka—and offers 
wonderful food, weather and 
sunsets overlooking the ocean. 
A total of 22 brethren—includ-
ing the local members, visitors 
from Kuwait and the United 
States, and those serving as 
volunteers for Foundation Out-
reach International in Amman, 
Jordan—gathered at the Goldi 
Sands Hotel, a lovely resort on 
the beach.
Services, meals and fellowship 
were shared daily, along with 
karaoke nights, a talent show, 
Family Day and some tours 
around the area. Enthusiastic 
hymn singing and a wide vari-
ety of special music made the 
services even more inspiring, 
and messages heightened an-
ticipation of Christ’s return and 
the establishment of God’s way 
upon the earth and our part as 
members of God’s family.
Brethren there provided a very 
warm family environment, 
sharing their culture, talents 
and faith and adding greatly to 
the Festival celebration.

David Evans

mt. irvine
TOBAGO / The Trinida-
dian brethren, along with Os-
monde Douglas, an elder from 
Barbados, assembled at beauti-
ful Songbird Villa in Tobago 
to observe the Feast. Brethren 
were spiritually fed via live 
broadcasts from Barbado; St. 
Augustine, Florida; and Pigeon 
Forge, Tennessee.
It was a delight to worship with 
God’s people. The fellowship, 

food and surroundings encour-
aged us to look forward to our 
Heavenly Father’s soon-coming 
Kingdom. High attendance was 
eight people. 

Steve Basant

kpalimé
TOGO / Sixteen people at-
tended the Feast of Tabernacles 
in Kpalimé (pronounced pah-
lee-may) in the West African 
nation of Togo. With some as-
sistance from headquarters, the 
members were able to stay in a 
new hotel that offered a special 
promotional rate. This site is 
the nicest one ever used in Togo 
for the Feast of Tabernacles. 
French regional director Joel 
Meeker was present for the 
Feast during the first two days, 
during which he gave four 
sermons. This was an unusual 
benefit for our brethren in 
Togo, who normally only have 
recorded sermons and ser-
monettes during the Feast and 
through most of the year.
Jim Franks’ opening night mes-
sage, previously translated into 
French by Bernard Hongerloot, 
was a special treat. Brethren 
were fascinated to see their site 
shown on a map, alongside all 
the other Festival sites around 
the world for 2013.
Food for meals was provided 
by members but prepared by 
the hotel staff, which freed the 
ladies to be able to relax and en-
joy the Feast. Activities includ-
ed a talent show with songs, 
dances and a short morality 
play; games for the children; 
and an outing to the famous 
waterfall of Kpalimé and the 
former mountaintop residence 
of the nation’s president.

Guy Ahlialegbedzi and Joel 
Meeker

rocklin, california
UnITED STATES / The 
Northern California commu-
nity of Rocklin, nestled in the 
foothills of the majestic Sierra 
Nevada Mountains, played host 
to nearly 200 Feastgoers who 
enjoyed inspiring messages, 

beautiful weather and a warm, 
inviting meeting venue in the 
Rocklin Event Center for this 
year’s Feast of Tabernacles. 
This facility is located in a quiet 
residential area and offers a 
peaceful and inviting atmo-
sphere for services and fellow-
ship. The Sunset Room, which 
is adjacent to the main meeting 
hall, accommodates about 75 
people at round tables; and a 
glass wall in the room opens 
out to a beautiful patio and 
well-kept gardens with a three-
tiered fountain. 
With an adjacent full com-
mercial kitchen and permission 
to bring our own food into the 
building, brethren were treated 
to daily refreshments and a 
host of satisfying activities—
from an opening night recep-
tion to a seniors’ luncheon. 
We also had a catered dinner 
and game night and marvelous 
opportunities for fellowship 
before and after services.
Area attractions included the 
California State Railroad Muse-
um, a wide variety of wineries, 
restaurants and recreational 
activities. San Francisco, Napa 
Valley and Lake Tahoe are all 
less than two hours away from 
the site. 
An abundant variety of hotel 
accommodations were available 
within a short distance of the 
meeting hall. Rates were quite 
reasonable and most properties 
offered full kitchens or kitch-
enettes plus free breakfasts, 
with some providing dinner 
and/or hors d’oeuvres on some 
evenings.  
As the Feast concluded, many 
expressed an interest in return-
ing to Rocklin for the Feast in 
2014.

Kenneth Giese

st. augustine, florida
UnITED STATES / 
The Feast of Tabernacles 2013 
once again returned to the 
Renaissance Resort and World 
Golf Village in St. Augustine, 
Florida. This is the third and 
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final year of our contract at 
this venue. St. Augustine, the 
oldest permanently occupied 
settlement in this country, was 
established on Sept. 8, 1565, 
when the Spanish explorer 
Don Pedro Menendez de Aviles 
came ashore near the site where 
the Fountain of Youth is lo-
cated. The city features several 
museums and other historic at-
tractions, including the Castillo 
de San Marcos National Monu-
ment and Fort Matanzas. 
Approximately 900 brethren 
attended services in the lovely 
World Golf Village Renais-
sance, a four-star hotel and 
a St. Augustine resort. Many 
brethren stayed on-site and had 
a very convenient walk from 
their room to the auditorium 
for daily services. There are 
many activities available in the 
area besides the historic land-
marks and self-guided walk-
ing tours. The beaches of the 
Atlantic Ocean are just a short 
drive away. 
St. Augustine was also the site 
where Jim Franks, president of 

the Church of God, a World-
wide Association, gave the ser-
mon that was webcast to all the 
continental Feast sites. Other 
activities included Bible studies 
for teens and young adults, a 
family dance, golf tournament 
and senior citizens’ luncheon. 

Larry Greider

hapuna beach, hawaii
UnITED STATES / Over 
350 traveled to the Big Island 
of Hawaii this year to celebrate 
the Feast at the Hapuna Beach 
Prince Resort. 
Hapuna Beach, along the 
western Kohala Coast of the 
island, was identified in Travel 
+ Leisure magazine’s 2013 Best 
Beaches on Earth survey as 
“Best for Families.” This spe-
cialty site was selected after an 

exhaustive search, prayer and 
fasting for a place where God 
would place His name in the 
Hawaiian Islands. 
Activities this year included 
a welcome reception after 
opening night services, young 
adults’ banquet, teen pool 
party, teen and young adult–
singles’ hospitality gatherings, 
Family Day picnic with games 
at the hotel’s beach, an island 
bus tour and a Hawaiian luau at 
the neighboring sister property, 
the Mauna Kea Resort. 
Of course, families enjoyed 
playing in the surf at the beach 
and swimming in the gigantic 
resort pool. One favorite activ-
ity was to go to the Mauna Kea 
Resort after dark and watch 
the manta rays come into the 
lighted bay to feed. Many of 

the manta rays had wings that 
were seven to 10 feet across! 
The Big Island lends itself to the 
spiritual nature of our Festival 
because of its tropical lushness 
and natural beauty—from the 
brilliant display of stars at night 
to the expansive views of the 
sea and volcanic landscapes. 
In the surveys, Feastgoers 
commented on how God was 
manifested through the beauti-
ful settings, which enhanced 
their Feast of Tabernacles. 
The management of the hotel 
was very pleased with our 
group. They commented 
on how well-mannered the 
children were and how nicely 
dressed our attendees were. 
Hawaiian dress has a tendency 
to be very casual. They were 
pleased to invite us back, and 
we are reviewing a proposal to 
return for the Feast in 2015.

Dave Register

branson, missouri
UnITED STATES /
Almost 700 Feastgoers in 
Branson experienced eight days 
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at a spiritually uplifting Feast. No one left 
the Last Great Day complaining about a 
lack of sermons, Bible studies, seminars or 
activities for young and old alike. Messages 
intertwined two hand-in-glove themes 
spotlighting the restoration of God’s King-
dom and an emphasis on becoming like 
Christ in order to share His inheritance. 
Special music was exceptional, and the 
attitudes of all were above reproach. They 
truly depicted the Spirit of the Millennium 
among God’s future ruling saints.
Added to our spiritual pleasures were 
physical blessings of mild weather, protec-
tion and the wonderful, spacious White 
House Theatre environment that afforded 
time and space for fellowship at almost 
every meeting.
Attending the Feast this year were two 
elders who have served over 50 years in 
God’s ministry: George Meeker and Les 
McCullough. On the Last Great Day Rich-
ard Pinelli joined their ranks, having been 
ordained on the Last Great Day 50 years 
ago.
We all returned with high spirits and a 
greater determination to subject ourselves 
to our Father whose good pleasure it is to 
give us the Kingdom (Luke 12:32).

Gregory Sargent

lake harmony, pennsylvania
UnITED STATES / Over 330 at-
tendees assembled for the Feast of Taber-
nacles at the Split Rock Resort and Golf 
Club in Lake Harmony, Pennsylvania. 
Most Feastgoers stayed on site or within a 
six-mile radius, which contributed toward 
a community atmosphere. 
Attendees found the sermons and special 
music during church services to be uplift-
ing. We had a successful live webcast ser-
mon by Jim Franks. The audio and video 
was clear for both the webcast and daily 
church services. 
Several activities were well-attended 
and enjoyed. A creative and lively senior 
rendezvous was hosted by Clyde Kilough, 
with teens volunteering as servers. This 
senior rendezvous was followed by a teen 
ice cream parlor social (with free unlimited 
ice cream) and bowling night. Young adults 
enjoyed a hayride at the Pocono Manor 
Stables, which included a bonfire, grilling 
burgers and hot chocolate. Family Day 
included special games for preteens, vol-
leyball, basketball and baseball. 
Almost a third of the Feastgoers boarded 
luxury coach buses to see the Noah show 

at the Sight & Sound Millennium Theatre 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Live animals 
trotted through aisles and across the stage 
into the ark. Afterwards, we enjoyed an 
Amish family-style dinner at the neighbor-
ing Hershey Farm Restaurant.
Other activities included Bible studies, a 
teen game evening, as well as going to an 
elaborate waterpark and indoor swimming 
pool. 

Kevin Epps

pigeon forge, tennessee
UnITED STATES / “Wow! What 
happened to the Feast? It went by so 
quickly!” 
That seemed to be the common expression 
as this year’s Feast of Tabernacles and Last 
Great Day came to a close in Pigeon Forge, 
Tennessee. There was a constant buzz 
throughout everyone’s conversations about 
how wonderful the messages were.  This 
led to a largely unrivaled enthusiasm for 
God’s plan and its fulfillment. There was a 
clear focus in the minds of those attending 
to make a continued effort to come out of 
the world.  
Most days were sunny and beautiful; 
and of course, the Smoky Mountains 
offer tremendous natural beauty as well. 
With so many excellent housing options 
throughout the area, a number of multiple-
generation families were able to stay 
together in large condos or chalets, which 
added to the Feast experience. The family 
dance and the Dixie Stampede dinner 
show were well-attended, as were the Bible 
studies. Other activities that were enjoyed 
were the day at the track (go-karts, mini-
golf, etc.) for the teens, an afternoon at the 
Apple Barn for the seniors, a golf scramble, 
an evening of pickin’ and grinnin’, a young 
adult dinner show called “Lumberjack 
Feud” and a reception for the deacons and 
elders with Jim and Sharron Franks.  
Another highlight was the children’s choir, 
which numbered around 70 to 75 strong. 
They looked and sounded absolutely beau-
tiful. Many thanks to everyone who served 
throughout the Feast this year and helped 
make it the great success it was.  

Mark Winner

kerrville, texas
UnITED STATES / Just over 300 
brethren gathered in Kerrville, Texas, to 
observe this year’s Feast of Tabernacles. 
The Inn of the Hills Resort and Conference 
Center once again served as the central 
location for services and activities through-

out the Feast. Most of the brethren stayed 
at the resort and were thus able to walk 
from their rooms to the conference center. 
Although it rained sporadically the first 
couple of days, a cool front soon followed 
that delivered pleasantly cool evenings and 
warm days filled with sunshine. In addi-
tion to the traditional family dance, senior 
luncheon, teen activity, and hospitalities for 
teens and singles, a Family Day activity was 
held in the common area around the swim-
ming pool at the Inn of the Hills Resort.
Family Day featured activities for people of 
all ages. Activities included corn toss, wash-
ers, swimming, dominoes, cards, live music 
by brethren and lots of fellowshipping under 
the shade trees and around the pool. 
Many remarked on the exceptional mes-
sages they heard during the Feast. Richard 
Thompson gave two sermons in Kerrville 
prior to traveling to Rocklin, Califor-
nia, for the second half of the Feast. The 
webcast service, featuring the sermon by 
Jim Franks on the weekly Sabbath, came 
through beautifully. There were 312 in 
attendance for this service, which was the 
high attendance for the week. 
This was the last year for Kerrville as a 
Feast site for a while. Next year the Texas 
site will be on Galveston Island.

David Treybig

park city, utah
UnITED STATES / A total of 524 
attended the first holy day service in Park 
City, Utah, making for a very crowded 
venue; but everyone had a seat and spirits 
were positive. Many made very positive 
comments about the webcast, the other 
messages, the activities, the music and the 
area. Excellent weather prevailed until the 
seventh day of the Feast and into the Last 
Great Day. The prayers of some of the Tex-
ans were answered with a dusting of snow, 
although it didn’t stick to the pavement.  
Family Day was perhaps the most out-
standing and well-attended activity, with 
well over 200 involved. A barbecue lunch 
was served at City Park, then most headed 
quickly to the Park City Mountain Resort 
to ride the alpine slide, alpine coaster, chair 
lifts, two zip lines plus a few other available 
activities. One of the braver zip-line riders 
was Bob Peoples at age 78!
A very nice compliment came from the 
owner of the nearby Grub Steak Restaurant, 
where many brethren dined and where the 
seniors’ luncheon was held. He said, “I have 
heard numerous comments from my man-

Sheboygan
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agement and wait staff about 
how kind, pleasant and nice the 
people of your group were.”

Larry neff

sheboygan, wisconsin 
UnITED STATES / 
Approximately 350 brethren 
were welcomed to the Feast of 
Tabernacles at the lovely Blue 
Harbor Resort in Sheboygan, 
Wisconsin, with clear skies and 
a glowing full moon shining 
across Lake Michigan. 
After opening night services, 
many brethren enjoyed fellow-
ship and a gorgeous view dur-
ing the reception on the terrace 
overlooking Lake Michigan. 
Most brethren stayed at the 
resort, making it convenient to 
walk from their room or villa to 
the convention hall for services.  
Feast activities included teen 
and young adult hospitality 
rooms and activities, a Feast 
fellowship dinner on Friday 
evening before Bible study, 
a children’s Sabbath activity 
during which the children 
decorated a mural of God’s holy 
mountain with animals they 
colored and cut out. We also 
had a senior citizens’ breakfast 
and hospitality activity with 
games and prizes. Family Day 

on the Blue Harbor grounds 
and beach area included chil-
dren’s games, kite flying and 
some entertaining clowns. 
We also had a family dance, 
golf tournament and a stuffed 
animal giveaway for children. 
Brethren also donated nonfood 
items to the Sheboygan area 
Head Start Essential Needs 
Program.
High attendance was 357 on 
the weekly Sabbath. Brethren 
appreciated God’s blessings 
of excellent spiritual food, 
beautiful weather and a spirit of 
rejoicing throughout the Feast.

Michael Hanisko

lusaka
ZAMBIA / In Zambia 192 
excited brethren celebrated 
the Feast of Tabernacles at the 
Church property east of Lu-
saka. Sermons rehearsed condi-
tions in the Millennium and 
what we need to do to in order 
to be part of that soon-coming 
government of God.  
Brethren appreciated 15 new 
tents to replace old tattered 
ones. A water pump failed 
on Friday afternoon, making 
life extremely difficult on the 
weekly Sabbath. However, we 

repaired the pump late Sunday 
evening. In spite of the water 
shortage, we did not experience 
sanitation-related illnesses. 
There was an abnormal and 
sustained power outage during 
the Feast; however, the genera-
tor set donated to us in 2009 by 
the Dallas, Texas, congregation 
saved the day. It faithfully pow-
ered the water pumps. Without 
it, we would have been forced to 
abandon the Feast. 
In spite of these small chal-
lenges, the brethren were in 
high spirits throughout. 
Two highlights stand out. On 
their way to church, a family 
dropped an envelope contain-
ing their holy day offering, but 
it was later found. The couple 
remarked that the Feast site 
was like the Kingdom of God 
where there will be no thieves! 
Secondly, on the Last Great 
Day, we baptized two young 
men, Nimrod Khatazo Ndiya 
and Daniel Oren Mwashi.
All in all, the Feast was very 
enjoyable and uplifting, we 
thank God who has opened 
our minds to such priceless 
knowledge.

Kambani Banda

bulawayo
ZIMBABWE/ This year 
God’s children again met at 
Tulihill Camp in Bulawayo, 
Zimbabwe, to observe the Feast 
of Tabernacles.
The highest attendance was 
152, up from last year by 30. 
Brethren came from all parts 
of Zimbabwe—Kariba, Harare, 
Kadoma, Gweru, Gokwe,  Be-
itbridge  and Bulawayo—and a 
couple traveled from Zambia. 
The messages given were piv-
otal to the value of the Feast.
On the opening night, we 
listened to Jim Franks’ inspir-
ing message, which was well-
received.
The brethren were touched by 
the very powerful and thought-
provoking messages given by 
the two elders and the leading 
men in the Church. In ad-
dition, we listened to video 
sermons and had a question-
and-answer-style Bible study, 
which was well-attended. The 
questions asked were mostly on 
tithing and what ladies should 
wear at church services.
The highlight of the Feast was 
the Family Day, organized by 
Mrs. Rudo Benenga, who grew 
up in the Church. While young 
married men were planning ac-
tivities, she was busy preparing 
food for the 152 brethren. 
A very cold wind nearly 
disturbed the joyous spirit of 
members one evening before 
the Family Day, but members 
asked God to intervene and 
bring favorable weather. Our 
prayers were answered when on 
Sunday afternoon the weather 
changed, and we were able to 
participate in all the games.
This year we had a variety of 
special music from the Gokwe, 
Harare and Kadoma brethren, 
and Harris Hlazo led us in a 
sing-along one evening.
At the end of the Feast we had 
the blessing of little children.  

Stephen Tshabalala

Feast Attendance
International
Argentina  366
Australia  54
Barbados   102
Bolivia  35
British Isles 56 
Burundi   138
Chile  259
Colombia  70
Congo  45
Côte d’Ivoire  53
Fiji  50
France      80
Ghana      555
Grenada    6
Guatemala  527
Guyana                14
India       13
Kenya     72
Jamaica                150

Malawi   50
Mauritius      12
Mexico   210
New Zealand   59
Peru   170
Philippines
   Baguio City       184
   Butuan City 66
Rwanda        62
South Africa
   Hermanus  95
   Uvongo         109
Sri Lanka  22
St. Kitts   12
Tobago  8
Togo   16
Zambia   192
Zimbabwe  152
International 
Total…...........4,064

United States
Rocklin, California 184
St. Augustine, Florida 902
Hapuna Beach, Hawaii 368
Branson, Missouri 695
Lake Harmony, Pennsylvania 338 
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee  1,001
Kerrville, Texas 312
Park City, Utah 524
Sheboygan, Wisconsin 357

U.S. Total....................4,681

U.S. Shut-Ins (No Internet)* 414
U.S. Webcast Viewers** 
   St. Augustine, Florida  108
   Pigeon Forge, Tennessee 120
Roku Viewers** 138
Latin America Webcast Viewers**
   Mexico   36
 Total Shut-Ins/Webcast……816
* Using an average of two people per DVD sent

** Using an average of two people per webcast connection



November 2013   21TThe 22 days from the Feast of Trumpets through the Last 
Great Day are some of the busiest and most rewarding days 
of the year. We typically plan and prepare months in ad-
vance; and as those days get closer, more and more of our 
time goes into making sure we and our families are ready 
to fully participate in this God-given celebration. Once we 
arrive at the Feast the days speed by in a blur, and we soon 
find ourselves singing the final song in the final service with 
a sense of bittersweet satisfaction. 

Sharpening 
Iron

What’s Your Takeaway?

by david johnson

Once again, we have completed the annual 
cycle of observing God’s sacred days and 
been reminded of their meaning and im-
portance. Once again, we’ve been richly fed 
with knowledge and encouragement and a 
vision to lead us forward spiritually. And 
once again, in the midst of our appreciation 
for what we have been given, we also feel 
the stirrings of a certain dread as we think 
about returning to the challenges that lie 
ahead of us in a world that is anything but 
millennial.

With the close of another annual cycle of holy days, it’s time to reflect on 
what lessons we should take home this year.
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We try to make sure we are taking every-
thing we may need with us to the Feast, 
but how much do we consider what we’re 
taking home from the Feast? In assess-
ing the value of a meeting or conference, 
participants frequently look for what 
is called the “takeaway.” “Takeaway” is 
generally defined as the lesson or principle 
that one learns from a story or event; a 
key fact, point, or idea to be remembered, 
typically one emerging from a discussion 
or meeting. The term itself implies that the 
meeting or event is intended to provide 
something to the participants that they 
didn’t have when they arrived.
The ultimate Organizer of the series of 
events we think of as the annual holy days 
was not simply giving us a vacation. He 
intended these days to provide us with 
something we need, something we didn’t 
fully have before, something that He 
promised to provide at the place where He 
placed His name.
So, what are your takeaways from this 
year’s observance of the seven annual holy 
days? In one sense, the takeaways for each 
person are unique to the individual; but for 
all of us they should be clear, concrete and 
firmly embedded in our minds. Without 
clear takeaways from our observance of 
God’s holy days, those days would have 
no more value for us than the humanly 
devised celebrations that are a part of every 
country’s national calendar.
Most of us have unique takeaways depend-
ing upon the experiences we had and the 
messages we heard. Sharing those in our 
conversations with other members can 
uplift and strengthen one another long 
after the Feast has ended. In addition to 
those unique insights and lessons we may 
have learned, there are a few takeaways we 
can all share.
When is a cycle not a cycle?
Since the holy days occur in the same cycle 
year after year, it can lead us to think of 
God’s plan in a way that is not entirely ac-
curate. As we look at the months ahead of 
us before the cycle of observances begins 
again—months in which most of the pagan 
celebrations of Satan’s world occur—we 
may lose sight of the fact that God’s plan is 
not a cycle. 
God uses an annual cycle of holy days to 
remind us every year of His plan, but His 
plan of salvation is continually moving 
forward. God does not stop working out 
His plan after the Feast of Tabernacles and 
then resume at Passover. His plan is mov-
ing forward continually, and it is important 

that we keep that in mind as we face the 
challenges ahead of us.

Adjusting your schedule
We all know that the annual holy days 
reveal the stages of God’s plan of salvation 
for mankind. Have you ever noticed that 
the biblical dates for observing the holy 
days never change? God doesn’t alter His 
schedule because of weather or adjust His 
schedule to fit ours. The fact that each of 
the holy days occurs exactly on schedule 
reminds us that His plan will be fulfilled 
on His schedule. Our responsibility is to be 
prepared.

As we come to each holy day, it is as if God 
reassures us, saying, “You can be sure that I 
have everything in order for accomplishing 
this plan, and it is right on schedule.” No 
one—not even those who don’t understand 
anything about God’s plan right now—will 
be left out.

A special unity
A third takeaway from observing the holy 
days is the reminder to all of us that all 
people—no matter where or when they 
live, no matter their education or economic 
status—will be a part of God’s plan on ex-
actly the same basis. Every person who sins 
will find forgiveness through exactly the 
same sacrifice. Every person must choose 
to remove sin and grow with the help of 
exactly the same Holy Spirit. Everyone 
called prior to Christ’s return will be born 
into God’s family at exactly the same time. 
Satan’s power will be destroyed for all by 
the same Messiah. This helps us have a 
wonderful unity with those whom God has 
called, regardless of when or where that 
calling is given.
Though our observance of the annual holy 
days has been completed for this year, it 
was never God’s intent that we view them 
as items to be checked off on a “to do” list 
and then forgotten until the cycle begins 
again next year. The annual reminders of 
God’s plan for all mankind are intended to 
give us direction, vision and purpose that 
will enable us to live godly lives now and be 
prepared to gain new and greater take-
aways each year. OA

As we look at the 
months ahead of us 

before the cycle of 
observances begins 

again—months in 
which most of the 

pagan celebrations of 
Satan’s world occur—

we may lose sight of 
the fact that God’s 
plan is not a cycle. 

Rocklin, California

Uvongo, South Africa
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news  From the Congregations

David Treybig Jr. was ordained into the 
ministry of Jesus Christ during the after-
noon service of the Feast of Trumpets. Pe-
ter Hawkins was assisted by David’s father, 
David Treybig; his wife Erin’s grandfather, 
Charlie Haughee; and British elder Eddie 
Johnson. 
The combined congregations of London 
and Tonbridge were present in Paddock 
Wood, Kent, with a record-equaling 36 
present. As the ordination was known to 
only a few, there was spontaneous applause 
after the ceremony. 

Peter Hawkins

Paddock Wood, Kent, 
England

Elder Ordained

At the combined services for Feast 
of Trumpets on Sept. 5, 2013, the 
Greensboro and Raleigh, North Carolina, 
congregations rejoiced together at the 
ordination of Lee Dolby as deacon and 
Beverly McKnight as deaconess.
Then on the Sabbath of Sept. 7 the Hickory, 
North Carolina, congregation celebrated 
the ordination of Wayne and Martha 
Roark as deacon and deaconess along with 
Roma Miller as deacon.
All these individuals have faithfully served 
the congregations for many years.

Ron Kelley

North Carolina
Deacons and Deaconesses 

Ordained

new Ordinations
Top: Eddie Johnson, Peter Hawkins, David Treybig Jr., David Treybig Sr., and Charlie 

Haughee Bottom: Wayne and Martha Roark and Roma Miller; Lee Dolby and Beverly 
McKnight

A group of 30 brethren from Mena, Spring-
dale and Van Buren, Arkansas, gathered 
at a pool party and picnic hosted by Tim 
and Lori Hull and their son, Christian, on 
Aug. 25. Tim, the master cook at the grill, 
prepared delicious hamburgers for all the 
attendees. 
Along with the hamburgers, all enjoyed a 
selection of tasty side dishes, lip-smacking 
desserts and great fellowship. The warm 
day allowed for a cool dip in the pool by 
the children.

Aurora Gossett

Fort Smith, Arkansas
End-of-Summer Pool Party 

and Picnic

On Friday, Aug. 9, 2013, the Greensboro, 
North Carolina, congregation hosted the 
sixth annual gathering at the Camp Dick-
enson Retreat along the New River near 

Greensboro, 
North Carolina

Fries, Virginia. We began the weekend 
with the treat of a fresh fish fry! We were 
summoned to our meals by the ringing of 
the bell. After dinner, Eric Evans conduct-
ed an interactive Bible study discussing the 
attributes of God.  
Morning was met with the aroma of coffee 
and a delightful brunch.  Later, we had 60 
brethren for Sabbath services. Steve Feren-
chiak and Larry Lambert gave inspiring 
split sermons.
On Saturday evening we had a fun show 
with a variety of enjoyable acts. On Sunday 
morning the men fixed a delicious pancake 
breakfast, and several people enjoyed a sce-
nic hike along the banks of the New River. 

Bev McKnight

Sixth Annual Camp Retreat
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On March 16 and 17, 2013, the children 
from the Phoenix, Arizona, congregation 
participated in a special weekend of activi-
ties to commemorate the ancient Israelites 
coming out of Egypt. Starting with the 
weekly Sabbath snacks, the children set 
up a table of 10 edible “plagues,” including 
“locusts,” “frogs” and “flies”! 
The next morning, everyone met up at 
South Mountain Park to wander in the des-
ert. Relying heavily on our imaginations, 
“Moses” led the group through the Red 
Sea while the kids took turn carrying the 
“bones of Joseph.” There were stops along 
the way to eat quail and manna (or rather, 
jerky and crackers), get water from a rock, 
put the 10 Commandments in order, drink 
the dust of the golden calf (which tasted an 
awful lot like Emergen-C) and send Joshua 
Cox and Caleb Hoyer to scout out the 
Promised Land. 
Our kids are sure to remember this very 
interactive weekend for a long time!

Rashele Hoyer 

Phoenix, Arizona
Preteens Reenact the Exodus

Out of Phoenix
Top: Cecil Maranville sounds a shofar Bottom: The preteens offer a 

smorgasbord of edible “plagues” to the congregation

Phoenix, Arizona
Brethren Bid Fond Farewell 

to Relocating Elder and Wife
The weekend of Pentecost was a busy one 
for the Phoenix, Arizona, congregation for 
two very different reasons. First, we were 
happy to welcome Doug and Tanya Hor-
chak to our city; and second, we were sad 
to bid Cecil and Gale Maranville goodbye 
before their move to North Carolina. 
The weekend started with the Horchaks  
hosting a Sabbath brunch for the elders and 
their wives at the Wrigley Mansion. After-
wards, Mr. Horchak conducted services 
and joined the congregation in snacks and 
fellowship before continuing to Los Ange-
les for a mini-ministerial training session. 
On Pentecost we bade the Maranvilles 
a fond, albeit sad, adieu. The Maran-
villes have served in the Phoenix area for 
decades, so it was difficult to see them go. 
The congregation served cake and shared 
special memories the Sabbath before, 
then we presented them with a beautifully 
embellished shofar to express our deep ap-
preciation for their service. We wish them 
Godspeed until we meet again. 

Miranda Hale

The Durban, South Africa, congregation is 
pleased to announce that Lala Nontobeko 
Duma, majoring in media and German 
studies, received her Bachelor of Social 
Science degree from the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal, Howard College, in July 
2013.
Lala was selected as a representative of her 
German class to attend an intercultural 
program at the University of Tubingen in 
Germany in January. She spent four weeks 
there, learning about the German culture 
and interacting with lecturers and stu-
dents.  According to Lala, this was one of 
the best times of her life, and she feels that 
it would not have been possible without the 

support of 
her pastor 
and the 
brethren 
in the 
Church 
of God, 
for which 
she is very 
grateful.
Lala’s fu-
ture plans 
include 
traveling 

and writing news articles as well as obtain-
ing her Postgraduate Certificate in Educa-
tion, which will enable her to teach English 
abroad—most likely in Germany. 
Lala is the daughter of Mbuso and Lindiwe 
Duma of the Durban congregation.

Jenny Futcher

Durban, South Africa
Congregation Congratulates 

Recent Grad

Lala Duma
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In late 1962, a boy met a girl; and after a short engagement, they 
married on Saturday, July 27, 1963. Fifty years later the Austin, 
Texas, congregation honored Doris and Carl Cooper with a recep-
tion for their golden anniversary on Saturday, July 27, 2013.  
Carl and Doris Cooper’s life journey began in Houston, Texas, 
where in 1963, he began attending services with the Church of 
God. Nearly a year later, Carl was baptized; and although Doris 
was uncertain, together they observed their first Feast. Doris was 
baptized later in 1968. They remained in the Houston area for 18 
years and were blessed with two children, Shane and Lori. Doris 
provided child care for members of the Church and community. 
In 1978 they relocated to Flatonia, Texas, Doris’ hometown. To-
gether they managed a hotel, and Carl began a general contracting 
and air-conditioning company. Carl also built their first house. 
They attended the Austin congregation for 18 years, during which 
time Carl was ordained deacon. In 1996 they were presented with 
an opportunity in Fort Worth and were also able to be near their 
children. They remained in Fort Worth for a decade before mov-
ing to Waelder to care for Doris’ mother. They have since built a 
second house and serve in the Austin congregation. 

In honor of their 50th anniversary, their children are providing 
a trip to Guatemala in November with their family. The Coopers 
have three grandchildren, Dylan, Ashley and Chantelle. Their life 
journey continues as they anticipate Ashley’s wedding this fall 
and whatever the future may hold. Congratulations to Doris and 
Carl Cooper on their 50th wedding anniversary, for providing an 
outstanding example of living a godly life and enhancing the lives 
of those whom they have touched. 

Greg Meade

Announcements

Births

Stephen and Melanie (Anderson) Tuck, 
along with big brother Joseph, are excited 
to announce the birth of Alan Dean Tuck. 
Alan was born on March 1, 2013, at 1:50 
a.m. He weighed 8 pounds 4 ounces and 
was 19¾ inches long. Alan is the fifth 
grandson of Jim and Joan Tuck and the 
sixth grandchild of Dan and Barb Ander-
son. Alan is a very happy baby with many 
smiles to share. What a joy God has given 
our family! 

Baptisms

Alan Dean Tuck

We have a new sister in Christ! Camille E. 
Reding was baptized after Sabbath services 
on Aug. 10, 2013, by Harold Rhodes, pastor 
of the Mobile, Alabama, congregation. He 
was assisted by Merle Cunningham, an 
elder serving in the Mobile area. 
Camille is a second-generation Chris-
tian, having attended church since birth. 
Camille used to come to services and sit on 
Mr. Rhodes’ lap as a little girl.  She would 
call him her “Church Papa” and had asked 

him to baptize her from the time she was 
a young teen, but she realized she was not 
mature enough at the time. 
Camille attends church in Roanoke, 
Virginia, and her pastor is John Foster. 
Both Mr. Foster and Mr. Rhodes counseled 
Camille for baptism. She will continue 
attending in Roanoke while finishing her 
studies to become a veterinarian. Welcome 
to God’s family, Camille!

Debbie Daugherty

Harold Rhodes conducts the baptism of Camille 
Reding with the assistance of Merle Cunningham
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Doris and Carl Cooper on their wedding day in 1963 
and at their 50th anniversary celebration
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On July 1, 2013, Dan and Barbara An-
derson, an elder in the Phoenix, Ari-
zona, congregation celebrated their 45th 
wedding anniversary. The congregation 
marked the occasion with cake, good 
fellowship and warm wishes after services 
on the Sabbath of June 30. Their daughter 
Melanie Tuck quietly sneaked into their 
home and brought out their beautiful 
45-year-old wedding picture! We wish the 
Andersons many more years of happiness 
and sincerely thank them for their tireless 
service.

Miranda Hale
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On the warm, sunny Sabbath of July 27, 
2013, the Houston South congregation 
welcomed Larry and Judy Salyer back 
from their 50th anniversary trip with an 
anniversary celebration. After services, 
Frank Pierce presented them with a gift 
card to the Taste of Texas restaurant from 
the congregation. After the presentation, 
everyone gathered in our fellowship hall 
and enjoyed a beautiful and delicious 
white-or-chocolate cake with punch and 
our usual snacks brought by members. The 
Salyers’ anniversary was on July 20.

Susan Scott Smith

On Aug. 10, 2013, the Sedgwick, Arkansas, 
congregation was honored to celebrate the 
65th wedding anniversary of Harold and 
Marie Manus. Marie Miller and Harold 
Manus met when they were in the third 
and fourth grade, respectively, and Marie 
said they were sweethearts all through high 
school. On Aug. 10, 1948, they decided to 
elope.
They started listening to Mr. Armstrong in 
the 1950s; and when the Memphis, Tennes-
see, congregation started on July 8, 1961, 
they attended the first service. 
Marie and Harold have one son, Dennis, 
who lives in El Dorado, Arkansas, with his 
wife, Mary Lou.

Peggy Dame

Barbara and Dan 
Anderson

Judy and Larry Salyer

Our Kansas City, Missouri, congregation 
was saddened at the loss of God’s precious 
saint, Leila Mathias. Lee, as she was fondly 
called by family and friends, died from the 
effects of cancer at the age of 75 on the Sab-
bath of Aug. 17.   
Lee grew up in Osage City, Kansas, and 
married David Mathias on June 1, 1958. 

Dave tells the story of how he met Lee on 
a blind date while he was in the army in 
1958: “I watched this beautiful girl in high 
heels walk to my buddy’s car. … [This date] 
lasted 55 wonderful years and produced 
both two exceptional children [Bret and 
Mindy] and two grandchildren, all of 
whom we are very proud.”
As a tribute to Lee’s character as a Chris-
tian, Dave, who has never been a member 
of the Church of God, went on to write, 
“I owe everything to Lee. She and I had a 
marriage that never saw anger, jealousy, 
mistrust or had any other problems that we 
couldn’t work out together. The day before 
she died, as I held her hand, she took my 
hand and gently kissed it. Those were our 
last moments together. My father once said 
to me many years ago, ‘Dave, you married 
an angel.’”
Lee Mathias was baptized over 42 years ago 
and lived and attended church in Topeka, 
Kansas. She was a telephone operator for 
Southwestern Bell for over 31 years. On one 
occasion she told the story of how a long-
distance phone call to New York City was 
handled in those early years. Lee routed the 

Topeka caller to the long-distance office 
operator in St. Louis who, in turn, routed 
the caller on to the Chicago operator who 
then routed the caller on to New York. 
Sometimes the caller would hang up and 
await a call back from the operator when 
the connection was complete. 
For a long period of time, she had to be 
constantly trading work shifts with other 
operators in order to keep the Sabbath 
holy. Lee remained steadfast and constant 
in church attendance until the last month 
before her death, never allowing cancer to 
tarnish her faith. The last Sabbath Lee at-
tended was the Sabbath our elderly seniors 
were honored with a banquet after services. 
Her voice was weak that day; her strength 
was waning; and it was clear the end was 
near without God’s intervention. Neverthe-
less, she reaffirmed how wonderful it was 
to be in God’s Church and to love and be 
loved by so many wonderful brethren.
Our members think Dave’s father was 
almost right: Dan hadn’t married an angel, 
but he had married a daughter of God.

Greg Sargent                                                                                                                         

Obituaries
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On Aug. 13, 2013, our beloved Alice Perry 
Lane went to sleep and now awaits the 
resurrection. Alice was a forthright woman 
with steadfast faith and perseverance. She 
was born Nov. 9, 1936, in Milam County, 

Texas, and spent most of her life in Thorn-
dale, Texas. She worked in a retail store in 
Austin as a young woman; however, most 
of her adult life was devoted to caring for 
her family as she supported herself and her 
child as a live-in nanny and housekeeper 
for Church members in the Houston, 
Texas, area and as a caregiver for elderly 
people in her local community. Alice also 
enjoyed gardening from childhood and 
pursued that pleasure most of her life, 
canning, preserving and freezing what she 
harvested. And when she prepared meals, 
recipes were just a general guide, as she 
substituted and modified them with her 
own creative flair.  
To see her, one might say she was diminu-
tive; but in her inner strength, courage, 
frugality, faith and love of others she 
loomed large on the Church landscape for 
more than 50 years. 
Her love of the study of God’s Word oc-

cupied much of her days, and she pursued 
that daily devotion with tapes, CDs, DVDs 
and the written Word right up to her last 
hours.
Alice cared deeply for her Church fam-
ily; so when she knew her time was short, 
she just wanted to come home from the 
hospital in Houston to, in her words, “be 
with my family.” When she came back to 
Thorndale, it delighted her to see so many 
people for whom she cared and who cared 
for her.  
Surviving are her son, Bruce Perry, and 
his wife, as well as five grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild. She was preceded 
in death by her parents, William Edward 
and Lucy Lucille (Cuzzort) Perry, and her 
brother, Jesse Perry.  
Alice, beloved and sorely missed, won the 
race.

Kathryn Caruso

Alice Lane

Edith Trout, 74, of Kingwood, West Vir-
ginia, died on April 5, 2013. She was born 
on Oct. 2, 1938 in Irona, West Virginia, a 
daughter of the late Richard and Ida Mae 
Metheny. She attended the Morgantown, 
West Virginia, congregation and was a 
loyal and faithful member of the Church. 
She had attended for many years, and her 
friendly personality will be missed. She 
was very loyal to God’s truth and attended 
regularly.  
Edith is survived by seven children and 
their spouses: Joseph and Julie Trout of 
Louisville, Kentucky; Rose and James 
Musgrave of Arlington, Virginia; Tina 

Trout of Kingwood, West Virginia; Mary 
Sue and Stuart Cale of Independence, 
West Virginia; Ben Trout of Charleston, 
West Virginia; Sean Trout of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania; and Trina and Travis Field 
of Independence, West Virginia. She is 
also survived by four grandchildren, John 
Robert Shield and Jonathan, Kayla and 
Rebecca Cale; one great-grandchild, Bailey 
Field; and two sisters, Betty Hovatter and 
Mary Hockaday.  
Funeral services were conducted by Bill 
Jahns on April 8, 2013, at the Morgan Fu-
neral Home in Reedsville, West Virginia.  

Bill Jahns

David Carl Rutenber of the Jefferson, Geor-
gia, congregation died on Monday, June 17, 
2013, at New Horizons Limestone nursing 
facility in Gainesville, Georgia. David had 
a stroke on Sept. 5, 2011, from which he did 
not fully recover. He is fondly remembered, 
loved and missed by the congregation.
David was born March 31, 1948, in Oneon-
ta, New York, to Norman Chester and 
Marjorie Squires Rutenber. He grew up in 
Walton, New York; and upon graduation, 
his brother gave him a ticket to come to 
Marietta, Georgia. David came into contact 
with God’s Church early in 1970 and was 
baptized that year. In 1975 he met his wife, 
Delores Camp, and they were married July 
2, 1977.

David worked for Bowen & Watson of Toc-
coa, Georgia, for 30 years. He and Delores 
have two daughters and one granddaugh-
ter. Surviving David are his wife, Delores; 
daughters, Leah (Shane) Lawson and 
Jennifer Rutenber; grandaughter, Dayana 
Rutenber; siblings, Mary Ellen (Berdeen) 
Hanson, Elaine Rutenber and Jon (Vir-
ginia Lynn) Rutenber; mother-in-law, Cora 
Camp; and several nieces and nephews. He 
was preceded in death by his parents and 
a sister, Ruthie Rutenber. David was also a 
veteran. 
David loved cooking, fellowshipping, 
car racing and, most of all, his wife and 
children.

Donna Quintana
David Rutenber

Edith Trout
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Dec. 24 to 28 • Louisville, Kentucky

members.cogwa.org/wfw

Join us at the Church's biggest winter event, the Winter Family 
Weekend in Louisville, Kentucky, this December. Whether you 
enjoy educational seminars, sports, music, fun and games, 
fellowship or all of the above, this is the place for you to be. If 
you’ve come in the past, you already know how fulfilling the event 
is; and if you haven’t come, then it’s time to give it a shot.  You 
won’t be disappointed.

This year’s theme is “Escape From the World: Living a Godly Life 
in Satan’s World.”  

Throughout the Bible, we are told to come out of the world. In 
1 John 2:15-17 we are reminded, “Do not love the world or the 
things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world—the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the 
Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the 
lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.” This 
instruction gives us the direction to true lasting freedom from this 
world’s captivity.

Go to members.cogwa.org/wfw to register, learn more about 
the event and book your deeply discounted housing rate. The 
lavish Galt House Hotel and Conference Center will again be our 
host property. Registration is open now and runs through Dec. 22.  

T

T

Family Weekend

http://members.cogwa.org/wfw
http://members.cogwa.org/wfw%20

