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personal from the president

out to be a great Feast that year in Saratoga Springs, 
New York; but when I left home, I felt unprepared, as 
though something were missing! 

My advice to everyone is to do your best to make this 
a wonderful Feast season. Do everything you can to 
prepare physically and spiritually. 

We all know that there will come a day when age and 
health will make it impossible to attend the Feast. I 
have spent time with members who fall into this cat-
egory. As a pastor, I did my best to visit with everyone 
I knew would not be attending the Feast; and then 
when we returned, I would go back to see how they 
were doing. I would encourage all of us to do the same 
thing—make contact with those who can’t go this 
year and give them news from the Feast to encourage 
them. And don’t forget them when you get back home. 
People love to hear stories from the Feast!

Paul admonished the Ephesians to be “redeeming the 
time, because the days are evil” (Ephesians 5:16). The 
fall festivals are upon us and time is short. You should 
be finalizing your plans. Make it a wonderful Feast 
this year by preparing in advance and by sharing your 
enthusiasm with others before the Feast, during the 
Feast and after the Feast!

Where has this year gone? When this issue of One 
Accord is published, we will be three weeks away from 
the Feast of Tabernacles and a few days away from 
observing the Feast of Trumpets, followed by the Day 
of Atonement. Sharron and I will be traveling, visit-
ing congregations in Mobile, Alabama, and DeFuniak 
Springs, Florida, for Trumpets and congregations in 
central Florida for Atonement. From there, we spend 
the first half of the Feast of Tabernacles in St. Augus-
tine and the second half in Pigeon Forge. We look for-
ward to catching up with old friends in both locations.
I was trying to add up all the Feast sites I have attend-
ed over the past 50 years, and I am sure I have missed 
a few, but the number I came up with was somewhere 
around 40. Given that most of my early years were 
spent in Big Sandy, you can see that most of these 40 
sites have been in the past 25 years or so. During those 
years several times we attended more than one site, 
and on two occasions we attended three sites in the 
same year!
One thing I have learned in all these years is to do 
everything you can to prepare in advance for the 
Feast—spiritually and physically. Sometimes there 
was simply so much going on leading up to the Feast, 
with pastoral duties and other things, that I felt like I 
was not really ready when it came time to leave for the 
Feast. Then there was one year when a hurricane came 
through our town in Massachusetts the night before 
we were to leave for the Feast. That was 1985, and it 
was Hurricane Gloria. With three small children and 
no electricity, we loaded up our car and headed for 
upstate New York. We had trees down in our yard 
and no time to do any clean up. We simply left things 
as they were and started out for the Feast! It turned 

prepare for the feast!
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The Challenger team arrives at the Indian Garden 
campground after three days of hiking

“Challenger Program Rim-to-Rim Trek,” page 7

Members of the second class of Foundation Institute 
began their first week on Aug. 19, 2013

“New Year Begins at Foundation Institute,” page 8
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b
A new camp chef, tasty food and cooler 
weather greeted this year’s group of 73 
campers and 41 staff at Camp Carter, 
June 30 to July 7. Camp kicked off with 
a bunco mixer where Houston’s own, 
Jacob Whitley, was knighted “Bunco 
Champion.” 
During the week, dance instructors 
Brad and Denise King introduced the 
Tzadik Katamar, an Israeli traditional 
dance, which the entire camp per-
formed at the dance on Saturday night. 
Two campers from the youngest girls’ 
dorm, Katelyn Morris and Kendall 
Dunn, both from Dallas, Texas, were 
this year’s victors in the cookie-mouth-
catch contest! This year’s gaga ball win-
ners were Sarah Smith and Mackenzie 
Jennings of Dallas and Darian Pof-
fenroth of Austin, Texas, and Preston 
Stolley of Fort Worth, Texas. 
President Jim Franks delivered the 
sermon on Sabbath analogizing hitting 
a curveball in the game of baseball to 
our need to hit the curveballs that come 
at us in life as we answer the “call to 
greatness,” this year’s camp theme.
Several new exciting additions to our 
program are already in the works for 
next year: a food-based arts and crafts 
class, kayaking down the Trinity River 
and fishing as open activities. —Andy 
Burnett

Camp Heritage was a cool place to be in 
2013! No, really—it was! The usual ways 
all applied, but so did the weather this 
summer. It was 80 degrees on check-in 
day, Sunday, Aug. 11; but by Wednes-
day (white-water rafting day), which 
always has some expected thrills and 
chills, the high temperature while on 
the water hit a challenging 59 degrees 
Fahrenheit! Yet by campers’ accounts, 

it was one of the best trips ever, since 
high river levels (and fast flow) forced 
our outfitters to put guides in each raft, 
giving campers a chance to experience 
a smooth, fast ride with a few “river 
tricks” thrown in (like “surfing the 
rapids”—ask a camper!). 
The next morning, the camp awoke 
to a brisk 46 degrees! But the weather 
warmed from there, and with the new 
Heritage experience of dorms this year 
(tent camping is now a thing of the 
past), 33 campers and 29 staff members 
stayed warm, embraced the challenge 
and bonded closely together. 
Other popular activities included the 
zip-line adventure park, mountain 
biking, sailing Lake Courage and other 
enjoyable challenges. Christian Liv-
ing classes and life skills classes kept 
the focus on “a call to greatness” as the 
week sped by. 
We’re already looking forward to 2014 
and “The Narrow Way—Accept the 
Challenge!”—Doug Johnson

By all reports, God blessed us with an exceptional summer for 
the COGWA Youth Camps program. Staff members seemed more 
focused than ever on serving the campers; and campers were 
responsive, eager to learn more about God and His ways, and 
seemed to bond especially well with each other and the staff. I 
hope you enjoy reading about some of the highlights from camp 
this year as our teens learned more about their “call to greatness.”
—Ken Treybig, CYC director

cogwa youth camps 2013A Call to Greatness

Camp Carter Camp Heritage

This page: Girls of Dorm 1G at Carter help a fellow 
dorm mate complete a low ropes challenge; guys 
of Dorm 2B at Carter develop their answer in 
Friday night’s “Bible answer game”

Opposite page, clockwise from top left: Guys of 
Dorm Madison figure out Heritage’s low ropes 
course; Daryn Campbell and her dorm win Se-
quoia’s “Camp Counselor Makeover”; Clois Jones 
scales a rock wall at Sequoia; the girls of Dorm 
Jackson conquer mountain biking at Heritage

Photo by Laura Anderson

Photo by Laura Anderson
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A fun-filled week of activities, Chris-
tian Living classes, fellowship and 
beautiful weather sum up Camp Se-
quoia this year. The 24 campers and 26 
staff members created a family atmo-
sphere that added to what each person 
gained from camp this year.

Camp began July 21, 2013, with orienta-
tion and a ’50s welcome dance. Burgers 
and fries, Coca-Cola in bottles and root 
beer floats for dessert made the event a 
hit. Campers met other teens from vari-
ous parts of the country, including the 
Northwest, Texas and even from the 
opposite coastline of Virginia. 

The first day’s activities included 
the annual novelty Olympics, with a 
“Counselor Makeover.” Throughout 
the week, campers took part in a dance 
class, gaga ball, speedaway, flag football, 

archery, riflery and skeet shooting, vol-
leyball, basketball, swimming, Frisbee 
golf, hiking and the infamous challenge 
course run by Steve Anderson of Los 
Angeles, California.
Rock climbing and the traverse across a 
ravine were a hit, as usual. The last day 
of activities ended with “The Amazing 
Race,” put together by Tracy Carter. 
Campers had to complete a variety of 
tasks throughout the camp, including 
putting together a puzzle of the books 
of the Bible. 
During camp this year we had the threat 
of a roaming mountain lion that had 
been seen within a mile of the camp. 
We also had one bear come to the edge 
of camp, which caused a stir; but the 
animals were more afraid of the camp-
ers than the campers were of them. 
Campers learned about their “call to 
greatness” during Compass Checks 
and Christian Living messages, which 

addressed the subject throughout the 
week. Campers realized they are being 
invited to something wonderful in this 
life and for eternity. 
This year the camp hosted “Camp Se-
quoia’s Got Talent,” emceed by Jon Pi-
nelli. All were treated to some talented 
campers in a beautiful sunset campfire 
setting.
Activities concluded on Sabbath af-
ternoon with camper speeches, Bible 
Bowl, an enjoyable banquet and a 
dance.
The camp had a wonderful staff this 
year, and we are grateful for their 
service. Many staff members served 
in multiple areas, making this year’s 
camp another very successful year. The 
campers this year were amazing and 
added to the atmosphere that makes 
camp a success.
We look forward to another great year 
in 2014!— Paul Carter

Camp Sequoia
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Photo by Janel Johnson
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Over 170 campers and staff ended their 
stay at Strong Rock Camp on Aug. 4, 
unhappy they had to leave but exhaust-
ed from a fun, spiritually nourishing 
and fulfilling camp week.  
For many, their week began on the Sab-
bath of July 27, when more than 75 staff 
and campers were treated to a delicious 
potluck meal by our loving brethren in 
Atlanta, Georgia. Our brethren in At-
lanta were a key to the success of camp, 
since 39 campers and staff arrived by 
air on Sunday and needed transporta-
tion to camp, 70 miles north of Atlanta.
Orientation began after the Sabbath 
and continued the next day until noon. 
The theme for all camps this year was 
“A Call to Greatness.” Staff meetings 
included reminders that God’s calling 
includes the children of our members. 
Our example as Christians, followed by 
God’s instruction to our young adults, 

goes a long way in ensuring the fulfill-
ment of Psalm 78:5-6, where God tells 
us we are to proclaim His way to our 
children and our children’s children. 
Our staff this year did a yeomen’s job in 
doing just that.

After orientation for campers Sunday 
night, activities began in full swing the 
next day. Campers had been reminded 
in the morning Compass Check that 
they needed to participate with faith 
and courage. And participate they did.  

The most popular activities, according 
to camper surveys, were speedaway, 
basketball, zip line, softball, archery, 
riflery and volleyball.  Because dorms 
were composed of mixed ages, older 
campers could set “big brother” and 
“big sister” examples; and campers 
were able to play against other dorms—
another plus for this year.

New to camp this year was off-site rock 
climbing and rappelling in the beauti-
ful Chattahoochee National Forest, 
only 20 minutes from camp. This new 
venue also doubled as a challenger 

activity because it required a 30-minute 
hike to even begin the activity. Some 
12-year-olds easily made the climb 
while others recognized the need to be 
less digitally skilled with their iPhones 
and stronger with their legs. Volley-
ball was another new activity that was 
added because of its popularity among 
campers. All the activities demon-
strated we can have fun and fellowship, 
which convinces everyone God’s way 
works.
Compass Checks established a Chris-
tian course for the day, while Christian 
Living classes posed questions and gave 
instruction about our calling. That, 
coupled with a converted staff who 
mentored, instructed and kept safe 
watch, made Strong Rock a great suc-
cess. The week ended with immediate 
hope of coming back next year!
The Strong Rock staff congratulates 
our Church parents for preparing 
such wonderful teens for their “call to 
greatness.” Without you, our camps 
would not be nearly as successful as 
they are. —Greg Sargent

Strong Rock 
Camp

Left to right: Tyler Rehder skims the water 
as he rides the zip line at Strong Rock 

Camp; Jesse Slaughter, Teddy White and 
Tyler Fitts take aim on the shooting line at 

Strong Rock Camp

There were tons of great photos from camp this 
year, but we couldn’t fit them all here in One 
Accord. But don’t be sad! We uploaded more 
photos on Facebook.com/cogwa, so you can get 
the full COGWA Youth Camps experience! Like, 
share and comment!
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c challenger program •  rim-to-rim trek

Christ didn’t say that Christianity is 
easy.  He said it comes with trials and 
challenges. But we are assured that the 
challenge and our goal of eternal life in 
the Kingdom of God is well worth the 
effort!  
The Challenger program is designed for 
young adults of the Church to challenge 
them spiritually and to inspire them to 
greater commitment, growth, service 
and leadership. The hidden waterfalls, 
night skies filled with stars, camara-
derie built by sharing a special experi-
ence together, and inspiring vistas that 
powerfully declare the glory of God, 
all provide the context and setting for 
Christian Living discussions, Compass 
Checks and mentoring by experienced 
pastors. Lessons and illustrations are 
drawn directly from experiences along 
the way.
Participants in this year’s Challenger 
program, which ran from Aug. 8 to 18, 
were Tiffany Armstrong, Kelsey Black, 
Justin Plagenza, Michael Patterson, 
Reggie Sinon, and Taylor and Erin Too-
tle. The program was directed by James 
Capo, assisted by pastors Gary Black 
and David Myers. Brad and Denise 
King, members from Tucson, Arizona, 
assisted with transportation and coor-
dinating needs for our base camps be-
fore and after the Grand Canyon trek. 
In addition to crossing the canyon, 
participants spent one day rock climb-
ing and exploring a mile-long lava tube 
and another day hiking the trail toward 
the summit of Humphreys Peak.
“Challenger definitely was the experi-
ence of a lifetime, and it is something 
that will be with me for the rest of my 
life,” said Reggie Sinon, a participant 
from Florida.—James Capo

Challenger 
Goes on an 
Epic Journey

Awesome.  Spectacular.  Beautiful.  
Clockwise from top left: The Challenger team takes a breather on the South Rim of the 
Grand Canyon; the team heads into the Grand Canyon along the North Kaibab Trail 
from the North Rim on the first day of the hike; Dave Myers gives the message during 
Sabbath services on the North Rim, the day before starting the hike; the team cools 
off in Bright Angel Creek at the bottom of the Grand Canyon after two days of hiking 
(photos by James Capo)
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Foundation 
Institute

new year begins at foundation institute

Ready to Learn
This page, left: An orientation program 
details the schedule and syllabus of the 
school year; below: Caleb Breidenthal pays 
close attention to the lecture; students 
listen to orientation messages

Opposite page, clockwise from top left: 
Church office staff serve lunch; Doug 
Horchak speaks to the students; Court-
ney Hall takes notes; Crystal Buchanan, 
Erick Berdúo and Daniel Vernaud tour 
the Church’s corporate office located one 
floor below the FI classroom; Ralph Levy 
gives his orientation message; students, 
faculty, alumni and office staff fellowship 
over lunch (photos by Rayshan Sanoon 
and Elizabeth Cannon Glasgow)

the second class of foundation institute 
started in full swing on Monday, Aug. 19, 2013, after a wel-
come orientation on Aug. 18.
“I like being here,” commented Brad Swanson, a student 
from Martinsville, Indiana. “It’s just great to be surrounded 
by friends you know and friends you meet. And being sur-
rounded by the ministry almost 24/7 is just a great blessing 
because you know they’re always there for you.”
New and Improved
This year the Church has been able to provide housing to 13 
of the 16 students by subletting four apartments in a complex 
five minutes from the Church office. Foundation Institute 
graduate Erik Jones, who now works in the Media depart-
ment as a writer and editor, has taken on the responsibility of 
housing officer for the students. 
The faculty also made a few changes to the curriculum this 
year. Principles of Christianity, which will be taught by 
Doug Horchak, has now been extended to a yearlong class. 
A new second semester class, Explaining the Faith, has also 
been added. It will be an interactive class with a focus on 
Bible study practice and research projects. A public speaking 
elective was also added to the schedule. Clyde Kilough, who 
will act as director of Student Affairs, will also teach Former 
Prophets this year.
The year has just begun, but the students have already been 
immersed in the Bible. “The first week was intense, but it was 
manageable,” said Courtney Hall, who is from Providence, 
Rhode Island. “A lot of good information, and it never felt 
too overwhelming. It’s just enough to keep it challenging.”
—Elizabeth Cannon Glasgow
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JJENNIFER AND CHARLENE BOWMAN 
arrived in Zambia on July 26, 2013, to take on a daunt-
ing task. For one week, the two sisters from Ontario, 
Canada, taught English to local brethren from Lusaka 
and other remote areas by using hymns as an entryway 
to the language. 
The Church has sent volunteers to Zambia almost 
every year since 2009; and as a result of just one week 
of annual language instruction, the local brethren have 
improved their English beyond expectation.

In 2009 almost all the students were only learning basic 
vocabulary. This year Jennifer and Charlene divided the 
group into three levels, which gave the more proficient 
students the opportunity to teach beginners. Students 
not only practiced vocabulary with games and activities, 
they also interviewed one another, wrote articles, gave 
speeches and even translated sermons.

Beyond Words

One Accord: What was your first im-
pression of the Lusaka congregation?
Jennifer Bowman: I have never been 
so warmly welcomed in my life. When 
we got to the church building (which 
would be our classroom for the next 
week), we weren’t able to get to our 
seats for a few minutes because so many 
people gathered to shake our hands and 
greet us. Many of them were people we 
would be teaching English and didn’t 
say much other than, “Hello. How are 
you?” and introduce themselves, but 
their welcome made all the difference.
Then they sang the first hymn and I 
stopped, just so I could listen to them. 
Their conviction, mixed with their rich 
harmony, took singing the hymns to a 
new level. Knowing that many of them 
didn’t fully understand what they were 
singing made my job of teaching them 
English that much more important and 
humbling.
Charlene Bowman: My first impres-
sion of the Lusaka congregation was, 
“Wow! They are so welcoming, friendly 
and happy.” And as that thought was 
going through my head, I was thinking 
how they have so many people. We’re 

not used to having that many to meet 
with on a weekly Sabbath, and it was 
fantastic! 
OA: What was the greatest challenge?
JB: One of the greatest challenges was 
preparing the curriculum. Neither of 
us are teachers, and though we spoke to 
the past teachers, creating a curriculum 
for three different levels of students was 
tough. The first day we started classes 
late and still sped through most of our 
prepared material for the day before 
lunch. We created games and other 
things for the afternoon, but were a 
bit stressed about the next day. Things 
got smoother; and by the end we had 
to plan our time well to make sure we 
were able to do everything we wanted 
to do. I felt like by the fourth day I was 
ready to start because we knew the 
students, where they were at and what 
they were looking for. Instead it was the 
grand finale of speeches 
and bingo.
CB: My biggest challenge 
was knowing that they 
were all looking up to 
us and relying on us to 
teach them, and I wasn’t 

sure where to start. Figuring out what 
level of English everyone was at so they 
would learn best was a challenge, but it 
all worked out really well.

OA: What was the most inspiring 
event or moment of your trip?

JB: It is impossible to pick one inspiring 
moment, the whole trip was an inspira-
tion, but there are several moments that 
sum up a few of the inspirations.

The brethren in Zambia love to sing 
and several times brought me to tears 
with their heartfelt music. They sing 
the same English hymns we do but 
often don’t know what they are sing-
ing because of the language barrier, 
so our main curriculum was based on 
teaching them some of the words in the 
hymns we sing at church. 

To know that we were helping them 
more deeply understand and appreciate 

something they love so 
much and already do so 
beautifully was moving. 
Several mentioned that 
their favorite part of the 
English classes was to 
now be able to under-

View more photos 
from the FOI project 
in Zambia  at 
facebook.com/cogwa

Charlene Bowman teaches one 
of the classes
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stand what they are singing. It made me 
reevaluate the zeal with which I sing 
the hymns or read the Bible. They’re so 
thirsty for it.
On the second Sabbath we went to visit 
the rural church in Mapoko, where 
many of our students live, three hours 
from where we were staying in Lusaka. 
They waited five hours for us to arrive 
because of trouble we ran into with 
renting a vehicle. Despite the wait, we 
received the same heartfelt welcome we 
did in Lusaka.
The brethren there rarely have meat 
except for special occasions—we were 
a special occasion. That morning they 
butchered six chickens—each family 
brought one—which they cooked all 
day and served with the 
traditional nshima, rice and 
bitter greens for a special 
meal after church. The ex-
perience was accented with 
the setting sun through the 
windows of the thatched-
roof mud hut where we ate 
the meal surrounded by God’s people. 
Their actions preached the best sermon 
in patience, gratitude and generosity I 
have ever received.
(They don’t have refrigeration to pre-
serve the meat which is why they had to 
butcher the chickens that morning.)
One woman, named Mary, wheeled 
her makeshift wheelchair down five 
kilometers of rutted dirt roads to get to 
church (it took us half an hour to drive 
eight kilometers in a minibus/van). 
Others walk for an hour and a half, 
while some bike.
There were 35 chairs in the small 
thatched-roof church building, but 
there were 65 people. Children either 
shared a chair, sat on a brick or sat in 
the very front on the floor. They had no 
toys and caused no disturbance except 
for the odd bathroom break.
CB: What they have to do day to day 
just to live, what they do to make it 
to Sabbath services each week and 

the attitudes they have were amaz-
ing.  It humbled me to see how they 
live their lives with so little, but seeing 
how happy they were and how helpful 
they were toward each other was really 
encouraging. It helped me to put things 
back into perspective and make the 
effort to make sure I put the important 
things first. 
We are so spoiled here in the Western 
world. We feel the need to always have 
more when it’s not stuff that makes 
us successful or is important. It’s the 
people you spend time with, the lessons 
you learn from life’s experiences and 
how you grow from those experiences 
that make you become a better person 
with more character than before.

OA: How do you think this trip will 
change you or your perspective?
JB: I’ve been asked this several times, 
and I don’t know how to answer it. I 
know it will change me; I don’t know 
how. A part of me will always be in 
Zambia now. The experience reiterated 
how connected we are as God’s people, 
how His family is around the world. 
The world suddenly becomes a smaller 
place.
It also made me realize, again, that 
when you seek to serve God and His 
people, things will work out somehow. 
I didn’t have the money to go, but 
applied anyway and somehow God 
provided. We were even able to take a 
last-minute flight to Victoria Falls just 
before we left Zambia.
OA: How were you able to connect 
with the brethren?
JB: The brethren were so hospitable, 
kind and committed to the truth it was 
easy to connect with them. One night 

several of us sat around a coal fire talk-
ing; and other than their broken Eng-
lish and my strangled Tonga, it felt like 
it could have been a campfire at home. 
We talked about everything from what 
life is like in Canada and what snow is 
to farming in Zambia and the cultural 
taboos to child mortality and the need 
for better medicine. 
Many understood some English even 
if they didn’t speak it well; but when 
it was a big problem, one of our more 
advanced students would translate for 
us. Smiles and makeshift sign language 
go a long way.
Though there were the obvious cul-
tural differences, I was able to connect 
with the brethren much better than I 

anticipated. They educate themselves as 
well as they can and seek to learn more, 
knowing there is so much they don’t 
know. At the same time, they were 
able to teach us many things we didn’t 
know. The cultural differences made 
for interesting and stimulating conver-
sation that led to deeper understand-
ing instead of frustration and feeling 
isolated in a place so different from our 
own culture.
One of their concerns was that North 
American people view Africa as a 
war-torn, poverty-stricken continent 
because it only gets attention when 
something big and bad happens. It was 
an honor to be able to see the other 
side, the daily life that is not like that 
at all. These people opened their hearts 
and shared everything they had with 
us, including their simple and relaxed 
lifestyle. OA

Read more about Jennifer and Charlene’s 
trip at blog.travelpod.com/travel-blog
/jenniferbowman/1/tpod.html.

A part of me will always be in Zambia now. The 
experience reiterated how connected we are as God’s 
people, how His family is around the world.” 

“

http://blog.travelpod.com/travel-blog/jenniferbowman/1/tpod.html
http://blog.travelpod.com/travel-blog/jenniferbowman/1/tpod.html
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GGOD HAS AN ULTIMATE PLAN THAT HE HAS 
been working out on earth. Before the foundation of the 
world, God our Father and the One who became our Savior 
and King, Jesus Christ, determined to expand the family of 
God. They created human beings in their own image with 
the purpose of “bringing many sons to glory” (Hebrews 
2:10). The apostle Paul further wrote, “‘I will be a Father to 
you, and you shall be My sons and daughters,’ says the Lord 
Almighty” (2 Corinthians 6:18).
Becoming part of God’s family is His very purpose and 
intended will for all humanity, and we have the privilege now 
of being called to become the firstfruits in that family! That 
calling and promise is the heart and core of why we have 
been born.  
The overall meaning of the Feast of Tabernacles is to portray 
the Kingdom of God on earth.  Jesus said in John 14:3, “And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and re-
ceive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.”  
The apostle John wrote in Revelation 5:10 that God will make 
us “kings and priests to our God; and we shall reign on the 
earth.”  
What should we be doing now to gear up for the Feast? What 
should future kings and priests be doing?

Preparation for the Feast
In addition to being physically and financially prepared for 
the Feast, we should give special attention to being spiritually 
prepared.  

1. Study scriptures related to the Kingdom of God on 
earth.

By reading and studying Scripture, we are preparing our 
minds to receive meat in due season. Refer to sermon notes 
from past Feasts and read the articles related to the plan of 
God on LifeHopeandTruth.com. Review and meditate on 
the material available in our booklet From Holidays to Holy 
Days: God’s Plan for You. 

In addition, the following chapters in the Bible will help you 
in your studies: 

•  Leviticus 23.

•  Micah 4.

•  Isaiah 2, 9 and 11.

•  Revelation 20.

Many psalms also speak of the Kingdom of God on earth 
and the joy and happiness that is promised.

Sharpening
Iron

Gear Up for 
the Feast!

by richard thompson

One of the most encouraging and 
inspiring times of year is the fall festival 

season. This year as we once again 
anticipate the annual holy days of God 
and especially the Feast of Tabernacles 
and the Last Great Day, it is helpful to 

begin to focus on their meaning and our 
part in preparing for them.
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2.  Pray for the success of the Feast.
Pray for safe travel, good weather and 
for the speakers and volunteers at the 
Feast. Ask God to pour out a blessing 
on His people during these eight days 
of worship.
3.  In addition to the Day of Atone-
ment, set aside a day of fasting to 
draw close to God as we approach the 
fall festival season.  

Ask God to help others as well as your-
self to be ready for this year’s Feast.

Sacrifices at the Feast
Just because there are no animal sac-
rifices at the Feast does not mean that 
there is no sacrifice. We have heard 
many times in sermons and read in 
many articles that the purpose for hu-
man life is to build character—the very 
character of God.
Another area of preparing for the 
Feast is to determine to practice the 
very laws of God in a harmonious and 
spiritually uplifting environment. King 
David wrote, “Behold, how good and 
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity!”  (Psalm 133:1).  It is 
essential that one of our goals should be 
to live in peace and harmony with all 
our brethren by exhibiting the charac-
ter of Christ.
An attitude fit for the Feast is found in 
Romans 12:1: “I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
you present your bodies a living sacri-
fice, holy, acceptable to God, which is 
your reasonable service.”
There are hundreds of our brethren 
who will not only attend the Feast this 
year but will expend time and energy 
for our benefit before, during and after 
the Feast. If we do not have a specific 
responsibility, we can all cooperate and 
provide an atmosphere of peace and 
harmonious, spiritually encouraging 
conduct. That is our “reasonable ser-
vice” not only at the Feast but during 
the entire year.  

Fellowship at the Feast
To be able to enjoy the physical bless-
ings God has given us is a true joy. 
When brethren get together, food and 
fellowship are a true blessing from God. 
The Feast provides a wonderful setting 
for some of the best fellowship possible.

But fellowship at the Feast is not lim-
ited to only our brethren. We also have 
a fellowship that supersedes human 
fellowship.

Notice what is written in 1 John 1:3: 
“That which we have seen and heard we 
declare to you, that you also may have 
fellowship with us; and truly our fel-
lowship is with the Father and with His 
Son Jesus Christ.”

Our need to attend all the services 
should be one of our primary areas of 
focus for the Feast. We should never be-
come so busy at the Feast that we con-
tinually miss services. It is of utmost 
importance that we plan to worship 
with our fellow brethren and realize 
that by doing so we are all fellowship-
ping with our Father and His Son, our 
King, Jesus Christ.  
As we draw closer to the Feast of Tab-
ernacles and the Last Great Day, let’s all 
prepare together to worship with each 
other in an atmosphere of love, respect 
and honor—not only towards God but 
towards our brethren and the com-
munities in which we keep this year’s 
Feast.
Also, we will have a number of our 
brethren whose health prohibits their 
attendance at the Festival sites. Let’s 
not neglect asking God to provide clear 
broadcasts and webcasts as many of 
them keep the Feast via Internet con-
nections.
May all of us around the globe rejoice 
before God and have our “best Feast 
ever!” OA

Where God Places His Name
Clockwise from left: Preteens in Sheboygan, 
Wisconsin, collect stuffed animals for the 
needy in the community; special music in 
Mendoza, Argentina; brethren fellowship in 
Uvongo, South Africa
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Because cultures without the true God were highly supersti-
tious, they routinely attached religious significance to many 
aspects of life. Yet attaching a religious significance to the 
ring does not make it a part of worshipping pagan deities. 
Neither the traditions nor the historical records mean that 
the use of the ring was biblical or unbiblical. The fact that 
there are no biblical examples of today’s wedding ring ex-
change custom does not make today’s custom either righ-
teous or unrighteous. 
Are there biblical examples of men and women exchanging 
rings at marriage? No, there are not. Rings are mentioned 
many times in the Bible, and they conveyed various mean-
ings in different cultures. The only reference to rings used 
in showing a man’s marriage intentions for a woman was a 
nose ring (see Genesis 24:22)! Although Israel also had other 
rings, the Bible does not explain their usage (Exodus 35:22). 
These examples do not mean that a Christian man should 
give a nose ring to the woman he chooses to marry or that a 
Christian woman has to wear such a ring! 
Today, the symbolism attached to the ring demonstrates the 
permanent commitment between husband and wife to the 
marriage relationship. Whether a Christian couple chooses 
to exchange rings is a matter of personal choice. OA

Q
Personal 
Contact by cecil maranville

Question: Is it 
biblical to wear 
wedding rings?

Answer: Because God’s people know that today’s Christi-
anity has been infiltrated by customs that displease God, this 
question is sometimes sent in to the Personal Correspon-
dence Department to address. 
Let’s start by focusing on the following key phrase in the 
commandment to avoid pagan customs: “serve their gods” 
(Deuteronomy 12:29-32). 
In other words, God’s people were not to imitate pagan 
methods or means of worship. The commandment was not 
a blanket order to avoid doing anything similar to what the 
pagans did in everyday life. 
So, we should investigate the origin of the custom of wearing 
a wedding ring from that perspective. Investigating the tradi-
tions reveals that the ring symbolized many things, not just 
a single concept, and that it was employed in a wide array of 
cultures throughout history—but not in worship.  
When we find historical evidence of the ring in a marriage 
ceremony, we discover that at first it was simply grass twisted 
into a circle. Its form gradually progressed to more durable 
plants, then leather and, eventually, to metal. The ring was 
placed on the left hand of a woman because people believed 
that was the weaker side of the body. The symbolism was 
meant to remind the woman she was always to submit to the 
man. 
More romantic notions were added with the thought that a 
vein in the “ring finger” connected directly to the heart. Also 
added at some point was the thought that the ring’s circular 
design implied an eternal bond. Egyptians even attached 
significance to the circle within the ring, using it to symbol-
ize the unknown. 
The custom of a man wearing a wedding ring began during 
World War II, when men started to wear a ring as a reminder 
of their wife back home. After that time, couples in West-
ern cultures began to exchange rings during their marriage 
ceremony.
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portraits of faith

PEACEFUL AND CONTENT IS HOW 
you could describe Charlotte Bickford 
as she sits in her glider sipping a cup of 
tomato soup. It’s hard to imagine that 
her life hasn’t always been this way. 
“We grew up very poor,” Charlotte 
reflected. “My four siblings and I picked 
potatoes to buy our clothes. It was a 
hard life, but we were together. We were 
close, and we made the most of it.”
Charlotte’s family lived on a potato 
farm in northern Maine. Her mom 
cleaned the farmer’s home and pre-
pared meals for his family while taking 
care of her own children. They were all 
pretty healthy growing up, just colds 
and the occasional bumps and bruises. 
But that was all about to change.
Charlotte married young and had six 
children in seven years and would 
contract pneumonia yearly. “When you 
have little ones around, a husband in 
the service, and you’re far from home, 
you can’t slow down; you just buckle 
down and do what you have to do.”
Fiercely independent, Charlotte man-
aged to raise her children and provide a 

loving home. She’s never been one to 
give too much energy to things that she 
can’t control, and she tries not to spend 
a lot of time thinking about how frail 
her body has become. “I have always 
taken care of myself; and it kills me that 
now I can’t even vacuum, make my bed 
or do my own laundry.” 

Charlotte was baptized in June 1987 
and has been a faithful member 
throughout all her trials. She’s never 
smoked, yet she has chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease (COPD). She’s never 
been a drinker, and yet she has liver 
failure, diabetes and congestive heart 
failure. There was even a time when 
she was being seriously considered for 
a liver transplant; but because of her 
several other health problems, this was 
not possible. She was anointed and 
gradually her liver recovered, and the 
doctors decided the transplant was no 
longer needed. 

While under observation in the hos-
pital, she caught C. diff (a disease that 
attacks the immune system and affects 
the bowels). Again, after being anoint-

ed, she completely recovered. Char-
lotte is confident that God has seen 
her through many severe difficulties, 
particularly when she lost her wonder-
ful husband, Frank, to Alzheimer’s in 
2008.
One of Charlotte’s most recent health 
issues was a large cyst that had grown 
rapidly. She had surgery to remove it; 
and even though she has been slow in 
her recovery, she is much better. 
Charlotte now has a state-appointed 
care manager who keeps an eye on 
her with regular home visits. Debbie 
Grover, her R.N. care manager, has 
come to know Charlotte well. The two 
women talk weekly about how Char-
lotte is doing and have developed a nice 
friendship. 
Prior to care management, Charlotte 
was being admitted to the hospital 
about three times a year. In 2011 she 
only had one admission. Now she is 
happy to be at home, where she wants 
to be, in her first-floor apartment that 
overlooks a beautiful garden area.
Charlotte finds things to be thankful 
for each day and keeps herself busy 
with her artwork. Recently, she won 
an award for a drawing that showed 
children how much they can learn by 
building the habit of reading. 
This year she is able to travel to the west 
coast to attend the Feast of Tabernacles. 
Charlotte will be accompanied by her 
friend Mary Sweatt, who serves as a 
deaconness. 
Charlotte firmly believes that God has 
healed her on several occasions and 
she never hesitates to ask for anointing 
when any new symptoms or problems 
arise. We would all agree that one qual-
ity that sets Charlotte apart is that she 
never complains. She just seems to grit 
her teeth, pray and then get on with 
what has to be done. She said her motto 
is like the old song that says “pick your-
self up, dust yourself down and start all 
over again.” OA

Getting the 
Support She Needs

by paul suckling

Charlotte 
Bickford and 
her daughter, 
Lessey
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Pentecost was an exciting day for our 
Kansas City, Missouri, brethren. Caleb 
Froedge, having proven himself a dedi-
cated, responsible, enthusiastic servant 
of God’s people, was ordained a deacon.
Caleb grew up in Paducah, Kentucky; 
and after earning a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration, he attended 
ABC where he met his future wife, the 
former Katie Beyer. They were married 
in 2006 and have since been blessed 
with two boys, Jonathan (age 4) and 
Stephen (age 8 months). Besides the 
service Caleb and Katie both do behind 
the scenes, Caleb also leads songs, 
speaks and serves as business manager 
at the Feast. Katie is a diligent, giving 
and excellent helper at his side.
His ordination took no one by surprise. 
The story goes that several had been 
talking with one another in the weeks 
before the spring holy day season, won-
dering when Caleb would be ordained. 
But whether ordained or not, all knew 
that Caleb and Katie would continue 
serving God’s people, as that is their 
life!   

Greg Sargent

News  From the Congregations

On July 13, 2013, Larry Greider, pastor 
of the St. Petersburg, Florida, congrega-
tion ordained Charles (Chuck) Sinon 
and Michael (Mike) Wille to the posi-
tion of deacon. Both men have a long 
history in the Church of God and have 
been faithful servants to the congrega-
tion for many years.

 Charles Haughee

St. Petersburg, Florida
Two Deacons Ordained

Kansas City, Missouri
Ordination Creates Joyous 

Occasion

The annual Athens, Ohio, yard sale on 
June 30, 2013, exceeded all expectations 
this year! Members from Athens, Ohio, 
and Parkersburg and Morgantown, 
West Virginia, proved that one person’s 
junk is another’s treasure as they sold 
everything from an antique Singer 
sewing machine to silverware sets. God 
blessed the sale with excellent weather, 
and the members enjoyed excellent fel-
lowship. The sale made $975, which will 
be used to send some of the local youth 
to camps and to help out the members 
in Africa. 

Joshua Travers

Athens, Ohio
Yard Sale Exceeds 

Expectations

New Deacons
Top: Chuck Sinon and Mike Wille; bottom: Katie and Caleb 

Froedge with their sons, Jonathan and Stephen

On the Sabbath of July 20, 2013, 
instead of our monthly potluck, the 
Kansas City, Missouri, congregation 
hosted a meal to honor our local se-
niors who are 70 years and older.  
Every age group participated in acts 
of service and respect. The children 
pulled out chairs for the seniors as 
they were seated at a specially pre-
pared table. The young adults took 
the seniors’ orders and served them 
throughout the rest of the meal. The 
young children creatively decorated 
cakes to be served for dessert. After 
the guests of honor had been served, 

Kansas City, Missouri
Seniors Honored at 

Luncheon
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Central New Jersey
Generations Come Together 

for Annual Picnic

On Sunday, June 23, 2013, the Central 
New Jersey congregation hosted a sum-
mer picnic at Colonial Park in Franklin 
Township, New Jersey. Seventy were 
in attendance, including visitors from 
Queens, New York, and Quakertown, 
Pennsylvania. 
It was a beautiful, sunny day with plenty 
of shade under a large gazebo at the 
Knob Hill pavilion. The menu consisted 
of burgers, hot dogs, homemade salads 
and desserts, juicy mangoes and ice-cold 
watermelon. We had kite flying, vol-
leyball, tennis, dominoes, spoons and 
guitarists accompanying a sing-along. 
At one point, some “mature” sports 
fans challenged the younger set to a 
game of “old school vs. new school” 
volleyball, which ended in a tie. At 
the end of the day, just after 5 p.m., 
clouds moved in, the smell of im-
pending rain filled the air, the skies 
grew dark and opened with a brief 
cooling downpour just before the sun 
came out again. It was the perfect 
ending to the picnic.

R. Norrod

Buffalo, New York
500 Pounds of Food and 

Supplies Collected at Drive

The annual food drive held by the 
Buffalo, New York, congregation for 
the last three years took place at a new 
venue this year. Now that the Church 
leases space for its Sabbath services at 
the Heritage Discovery Center (HDC) 
in Buffalo, we were able to use the 
facility to host the food drive, which 
benefits local pantries. The benefit 

the rest of the congregation partook of 
the meal of smoked brisket or chicken 
breast, broccoli Normandy and sea-
soned potatoes. 
After the seniors completed their des-
sert, they proceeded to pass around a 
microphone while the congregation 
finished their dessert and coffee. Sheila 
Sender expressed her gratitude at be-
ing able to attend services now when it 
hasn’t always been possible in the past. 
Barbara Anderson recounted a funny 
experience she had in the Church 
while acting as a chaperone. Larry 
MacArthur shared how he came into 
God’s Church and the importance of 
education and its role in the Kingdom. 

Lee Mathias talked of how she could 
see God’s hand in her life through His 
calling and how she continues to look 
for His guidance and will through all 
situations. She expressed deep appre-
ciation to her Church family.
This was a wonderful way to show 
our seniors how much we respect and 
cherish each of them, and an oppor-
tunity to glean from their wisdom. 
Many hands went into the preparation 
and service of this specially planned 
meal.  We are thankful to be a part 
of such a caring and close family and 
also thankful for the opportunity to 
serve one another in unity.    

Katie Froedge

Luncheons and Picnics 
Top: Barbara Anderson, Sheila Sender, Lee Mathias (seated), Gloria Williamson, Larry 

Williamson (seated), Larry and Elsie MacArthur, Barbara and Jerry McClellan and Rachel 
Johnston were honored by their Kansas City brethren with a seniors’ luncheon (photo 
by Brad Anderson); bottom: Sarah Hewitt, Al Cole, Henry Khembo, Joe Wiegand, King 

Finlay and Belinda Epps cool off under the Knob Hill pavilion at the Central New Jersey 
summer picnic (photo by R. Norrod)
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organization for this year’s food drive was the Valley Com-
munity Association located nearby in the community. 

“We are especially grateful for these donations because with 
several pantries closed within the last year we now have a 
lot more traffic,” said Alicia Leonard, coordinator of family 
support services.

Donations came mainly from those who normally frequent 
the HDC, along with a few other walk-ins who came specifi-
cally for the drive on June 30. Just over 500 pounds of food 
and items, such as diapers, cleaning and hygiene products, 
were donated. They will help as many of the needy families 
as they can in the local community surrounding the HDC.

Thanks to the many volunteers from the Church who do-
nated their food and time. It really helped!

Stephan M. Koenig

Mexico City, Mexico
Spokesman Club Tours Historic District

private matter of the Jews scattered throughout the world, 
but a traumatic event for all of Western civilization. 
As Spokesman Club members, leaders in the Church of God 
and future members of the family of our Creator, under-
standing wars of the past and the present continually help us 
to recognize the limitations of the human race and the great 
need humanity has for the deliverance of our great God.
In the words of our club director, Paul Dimakis Santin: “The 
tour of the museum was very interesting and moving. It 
made us reconsider the terrible events that still await us in 
the near future, when the Great Tribulation starts.”

Jorge Iván Garduño

East Texas
Congregation Secures New Hall

The Spokesman Club of the Mexico City, Mexico, congrega-
tion sponsored its first event, held in the historic district of 
Mexico City on Sunday, May 26, 2013.
The seven members of the club participated in a tour of 
the Palace of Fine Arts, where they had the opportunity to 
learn about its architecture, design, history and exhibits. 
They continued the tour at the Alameda Central, a park 
filled with fountains and gardens that for centuries has 
been a meeting place of artists, intellectuals, merchants 
and citizens of all backgrounds.
They then visited the Museum of Memory and Tolerance, 
which focuses on the history of the Holocaust. It fully 
demonstrates that the horrors of Auschwitz are not at all the 

On Aug. 3, 2013, the East Texas congregation began meeting 
in a new location. After over 2½ years of meeting in close to 
10 different halls, finally a new option opened up in Glade-
water, Texas, which is much closer to most of the members. It 
took several weeks, but volunteers finished cleaning, altering 
and repairing the former car dealership to transform it into 
our current meeting hall.
The building has the welcome benefit of being available to 
us 24/7, which also makes it possible for those who cannot 
travel to the Feast of Tabernacles to remain in the Big Sandy 
location and utilize their “home” space for the first time in 
several years.
On our second Sabbath at the new hall, the congregation 
was pleased to have Jim Franks as guest speaker. With the 
temperature at 108 degrees outside, the air conditioning was 
struggling. But after all the inconveniences of the last three 
years, no one was complaining! 

Nancy Diraison

Church Activities Anne Koenig, 13, helps coordinate the food drive in Buffalo, New York (photo by Stephan Koenig); The Mexico 
City Spokesman Club members stand in front of the Hemiciclo a Juárez in Alameda Central (photo by Jorge Iván Garduño)
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Announcements

Joseph Gabriel Lambert made his public debut on 
Wednesday, July 17, weighing 9 pounds 9.4 ounces and 
measuring 21¼ inches long. Joseph’s parents, John and 
Laura Gabrielides Lambert, attend the St. Petersburg, 
Florida, congregation.

Jake and Kelly Flynn, from Orlando, Florida, were blessed 
beyond measure with the arrival of Lorelei Rose Flynn. Lo-
relei arrived a few weeks ahead of schedule on Jan. 14, 2013, 
at 2:36 p.m., weighing 6 pounds 3.6 ounces and measuring 
19½ inches long. Her sweet, dimpled smile brings unlimited 
joy to her parents each day!  Lorelei’s delighted grandparents 
are John and Toni Flynn of Hawkins, Texas; Ron Davidson 
of St. Paul, Minnesota; and Kathy Raycraft of Crystal Lake, 
Illinois. 

Joseph Lambert

Lorelei Flynn 
with her 

parents, Kelly 
and Jake

Ellen and 
Alfredo Zainos

Births

Members of the Mexico City, Mexico, congregation  cel-
ebrated the 30th anniversary of Alfredo and Ellen Zainos 
on March 12, 2013, along with their two children.
The Zainos met in the Church in the early 1980s and have 
been diligent examples for all the members in Mexico. Their 
two children, Gad and Flor, are baptized members, having 
grown up in the Church.
Mr. Zainos was ordained a deacon in the Mexico City 
congregation on Sept. 29, 2011, by Leon Walker and Larry 
Roybal.

Jorge Iván Garduño

Anniversaries

Surrounded by his loving family, Alldon Graham, 79, of 
Savannah, Georgia, died Sunday, May 26, 2013, at his home 
after losing his battle with cancer.
He was born Sept. 28, 1933, in Wheeler County, Georgia, to 
Relsey and Hester Graham.
He had been employed by the Union Camp Corporation as a 
mechanic in the motor pool at Fort Stewart and most recently 
by Coastal Chevrolet, where he continued to work until he 
became ill.  
Alldon was preceded in death by his parents. He is survived 
by his wife of nearly 57 years, Sara; three children, Benilda 
(Garry) Harden, Ronny (Allison) Graham and Phyllis 
(Mark) Harper; a brother, Lowell (Ann) Graham; as well as 
seven grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.  
A funeral service for Mr. Graham was held on May 29 in 
Savannah, which was officiated by Don Waterhouse, pastor 
of the Augusta, Georgia, and Columbia and Florence, South 
Carolina, congregations.
Alldon was baptized into God’s Church in 1976. He loved 
God and his family. He will be remembered as a hard-work-
ing man with a positive, humble and friendly nature. He will 
be dearly missed by his family and friends. 

Ann Hewston

Obituaries
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We hope you have an 
inspiring and joyful 
fall festival season!




