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personal from the president

more income than budgeted and to spend less than 
was projected is a good position to be in! We are very 
thankful to the membership for their generosity! 
Foundation Institute (FI) begins its second year on 
Aug. 19. We have accepted 17 students and are aware 
of one or two more possibilities for late applications. 
Since our classroom is small, 15 to 20 students is really 
an ideal class size. The FI Online classes will continue 
after the Feast. At the end of July Mr. Thompson com-
pleted his class on the Gospels. We have chosen the 
class on the book of Acts, taught by David Johnson, 
for our second year. This class consists of 28 lessons 
and will begin in November and continue through 
next May, each and every Wednesday night. 
In addition to the above, there is more positive news 
to write about from Media, Ministerial Services and 
FI; but that can wait for another time. Here at the 
office we are all excited about what has been accom-
plished and what lies ahead. Our progress in the first 
six months of this year has been remarkable. We 
always give God the credit, but it is truly exciting to be 
working with so many dedicated and committed indi-
viduals. I believe God is pleased with our efforts. Now 
we have to keep it up and see what He has in store for 
the next six months! 

On June 30 we arrived at the halfway point of this 
fiscal year. With six months behind us, it is time to as-
sess where we are and what we are planning for the re-
mainder of the year. As a marker of time, we are now 
in the final stages of Feast planning. With this issue 
of One Accord, we have entered the final full month 
before the Feast. That means in the next two weeks we 
will be recording the opening night video as well as a 
special Feast sermon for use in international areas. 
In the U.S. we are planning a live webcast of services 
from St. Augustine, Florida, on the Sabbath during 
the Feast. With the exception of a couple of U.S. sites, 
everyone will be participating in the same service live 
for the first time in COGWA. In fact, to my knowledge 
this hasn’t been done in many years! But with the cur-
rent technology it is inexpensive to do, and we believe 
it will be positive for the Church! The idea that we will 
be singing together and hearing the same messages in 
real time during the Feast of Tabernacles is exciting. 
With six months completed, the administration met 
with the Ministerial Board of Directors on July 16 to 
provide an update and an analysis of where we are 
relevant to the strategic plan that was approved by the 
board in December of last year. 
As an overview of that report, I can tell you that it 
has been another exciting and encouraging time for 
the Church of God, a Worldwide Association. We 
ended the first six months on budget with our in-
come and our expenses. For the just completed six 
months, our income is running 1 to 2 percent ahead 
of last year and ahead of budget, and our expenses 
are running 2 percent below budget. The increase in 
income is primarily due to the exceptional increases 
we experienced in the past three months. To receive 

six months’ report
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News
Annual Financial Audit

annual independent audit shows bump in income over last year

As we do each year, we want to share 
the audited financial statements of the 
Church of God, a Worldwide Associa-
tion. This year’s report is for the years 
ending Dec. 31, 2012, and 2011. Go to 
the following link to view the entire 
report online: http://members.cogwa.
org/news/2012-audit/.
We are pleased to report that we re-
ceived from our independent auditors, 
Henry & Peters, P.C., of Tyler, Texas, an 
“unqualified” opinion on the financial 
statements in reflecting generally ac-
cepted accounting principles. In this 
context, the term “unqualified” refers 
to the absence of any expression of con-
cern by the auditors as to the continued 
viability of the Church and means the 
statements represent generally accepted 
accounting principles.  
These results not only positively reflect 
the performance of the finance opera-
tions of COGWA, but the entire orga-
nization’s approach to its fiscal respon-
sibilities. Each and every year it is the 
Ministerial Board of Directors and ad-
ministration’s commitment to continu-
ously improve its operations, and be the 
best stewards we can be of the financial 
resources that God provides for us to do 
the work. An “unqualified” opinion is 
just one indication of that commitment.
We again have been truly blessed.  In 
only our second full year of operations, 
we received over $9,700,000 in income 
and ended the year with a cash balance 

on hand of $1,896,000. This represents 
more than a $330,000 increase in our 
cash balance from the previous year.  

We are so very thankful for and ap-
preciative of the faithful and generous 
members and others who support the 
Church by giving tithes and offerings. 
Most especially, we give thanks to God 
for blessing the Church with the finan-

cial stability that He has given us. We 
recognize as well that it is only by God’s 
grace, mercy and continued blessing 
that we will continue to experience the 
sound financial health in the future 
that God has blessed us with in the first 
two years. We thank you all for your 
support and prayers as we ask for God’s 
wisdom and guidance in the years 
ahead. —Jason Lovelady

Being Good 
Stewards of 

God’s Blessings
by jason lovelady

http://members.cogwa.org/news/2012-audit/
http://members.cogwa.org/news/2012-audit/
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Joel and Leslie Bosserman just got 
married Dec. 30, 2012, and currently 
live in Portland, Oregon. 
Joel completed a bachelor of arts de-
gree in psychology and organizational 
studies sociology at the University 
of California, Davis. He is currently 
working on a master’s degree in hu-
man behavior and is taking classes for 
his behavior analyst board certifica-
tion (BCBA).
 In addition to being an avid runner 
and sports enthusiast, Joel also finds 
joy in working with special needs 
children. In California, he spent 
nearly five years working as a behav-
ior consultant, overseeing behavior 
therapy programs for children with 
autism. He looks forward to his next 
adventure in Jordan, where he will 
serve at the YMWA Centre for Special 
Education. 
Leslie runs her own coaching and 
training business called Lead With In-
tention. Leslie graduated with a bach-
elor’s degree in mass communications 
and a master of education degree, both 
from UCLA. She is also trained as a 

certified professional co-active coach 
(CPCC) through the Coaches Training 
Institute. 
Leslie has visited over 20 countries so 
far and looks forward to seeing more 
of the world! 
Leslie teaches Sabbath school and has 
also served at church summer camps 
for over a decade, including at the 
Youth Corps camp in the Caribbean in 
2005. She is excited to continue to serve 
in Jordan at the Amman Baccalaureate 
School with the team this year!
Karen Claunch is from Alabama and 
is currently working toward a degree 
in physical therapy.  She has served in 
church youth camps and has traveled 
in Asia and Europe. She is very excited 
about serving in Jordan and hopes to 
make a positive, lasting impression on 
the children at the Amman Baccalau-
reate School.
Kathleen Giza is a native Texan who 
grew up in the Houston area. She 
is a legal assistant and is currently 
working towards a degree in applied 
psychology with a concentration in 
child development/child advocacy. 

Kathleen plans to use her degree as a 
child development specialist in the fu-
ture to help increase the quality of life 
and cognitive development of children 
with special needs. She is excited to 
utilize her knowledge in this area to 
serve children at the YMWA Centre 
for Special Education. 
She has volunteer experience working 
at church youth camps as a counselor 
for over eight years and also attended 
ABC in 2003. She looks forward to 
helping build upon the foundation 
that was set by previous volunteers.
Rebecca McNair was born and raised 
in Houston, Texas. She has a bachelor’s 
degree in biology and animal science 
from Sam Houston State University 
and is working towards her teaching 
certification for science, grades 8 to 
12. She was an assistant counselor at 
Camp Carter for two years and has 
volunteered for the Houston North, 
Texas, congregation’s Sabbath school 
program for over seven years. Rebecca 
is excited about using her science 
background to assist in teaching 
children at the Amman Baccalaureate 
School in Jordan.

Karen Claunch
Birmingham, Alabama

Joel and Leslie 
Bosserman

Portland, Oregon

Rebecca McNair
Houston, Texas

Meet the 2013-2014 
Jordan Volunteers

Kathleen Giza
Houston, Texas
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QQ
Personal 
Contact by cecil maranville

Question: How do I know 
if the Holy Spirit is assisting 
in my decision making and 
that it is not just me making 
decisions myself? Why is 
it that bad decisions are 
credited to me but the Holy 
Spirit gets credit for assisting 
in the good decisions?

Answer: Many people are confused about what the Holy 
Spirit is and how it works in an individual’s life. Before we 
focus on your question specifically, let’s first clearly define 
what the Holy Spirit is. The article “What Is the Holy Spirit?” 
on the Life, Hope & Truth website offers this biblical defini-
tion: “As we search the Bible, we will find that the Holy Spirit 
is the nature, power and essence of God. It is also a gift that 
God can impart to a human mind to promote and inspire 
spiritual growth in that individual and enable that person to 
become a member of the family of God.” 
Not knowing you or your circumstances, we will also need to 
address the issue of whether the Holy Spirit is living in you. 
Many millions assume that God guides them, when they do 
not even have His Spirit! Consider reading the article “How 
Do You Know You Have the Holy Spirit?” which is also on 
the Life, Hope & Truth website.  
Jesus explained how the Holy Spirit would help His disciples: 
“These things I have spoken to you while being present with 
you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, [which] the Father will 
send in My name, [it] will teach you all things, and bring to 
your remembrance all things that I said to you” (John 14:25-
26). 
In other words, the Holy Spirit works within our minds to 
remind us of God’s laws and principles. You “get credit” for 
every decision you make, even when God is guiding you, for 
you make the final decision on what action to take! Making a 
mistake is not proof of the lack of God’s guidance. Neither is 
being successful proof that God guided you. You might make 
mistakes in the short term, for every human being does, but 
if you follow God’s way, you will be on the right track for the 
long term.
God wants us to make decisions, not to make them for us. 
The Holy Spirit never forces us to think or act a certain way; 
it never takes over our mind. It provides direction in so 

gentle a way that it would be as easy to ignore as it would be 
to follow. 
Do not think that the Holy Spirit’s guidance is like a flashing 
digital readout: “Go this way!” Or that it’s like a loud, com-
manding voice, saying, “That is what you should do!” Realize 
instead that God guides by bringing the necessary thoughts 
to our mind. But know that our minds are flooded with 
countless additional thoughts, some “louder” than others, 
often trying to take free choice away from us. 
Human nature generates some of those thoughts. Satan 
plants some. He is called “the prince of the power of the air 
… who now works in the sons of disobedience,” and we are 
reminded in the same passage that “we all once conducted 
ourselves” under his influence (Ephesians 2:2-3). Some 
thoughts come out of what we see in real life; what we watch 
on television, Internet, movies, video games; what we read; 
and even what we hear others say. 
By nature, we do not think as God thinks: “My thoughts are 
not your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:8-9)! How can we recognize 
His guidance? By routinely reading, studying and thinking 
about His Word. And—this key cannot be overstated—by 
acting upon what we learn from God. People who hear but 
do not do what God expects will not hear God’s direction as 
clearly again. 
In conclusion, if you are truly converted, if you routinely 
take in God’s words, if you ask God to guide you, if you act 
on what God says, if you use His Spirit to carefully examine 
your thoughts, you can be confident that the Holy Spirit will 
remind you of what you need to recall from God.  OA
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http://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/holy-spirit/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/christian-conversion/how-do-you-know-you-have-the-holy-spirit/
http://lifehopeandtruth.com/change/christian-conversion/how-do-you-know-you-have-the-holy-spirit/
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Sharpening
Iron

Last summer, as the U.S. basketball team 
was training for the Olympics, coach Mike 
Krzyzewski took the players to Arlington 
National Cemetery where they walked 
among the graves, met wounded veterans 
and laid a wreath at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier. 

The experience deeply impacted both play-
ers and staff. “Coach K,” as he’s affectionately 
known, saw it as an important part of their 
training, a “teachable moment” that gave the 
team “a chance to feel who and what you’re 
representing.” He wanted his players to bring 
their hearts, not just their skills—to carry 
with them a passionate connection to the 
country they represented. “You can see and 
you can listen, but you have to have moments 
in which you feel,” he said later. “And if you feel this on a 
high level, then you’ll own it.”
In a few weeks God’s team—His people—will be in places of 
special training for something far greater than the Olympics. 
We will be at His holy days, His feasts, rehearsing His plan 
of salvation, preparing for our role in it, and representing the 
Kingdom of God. Do you “feel this on a high level”? Do you 
“own it”?
Krzyzewski was on to something critical. “It’s very impor-
tant for our team to realize that they represent something 
bigger than themselves,” he said. “It’s not about offense or 
defense, it’s about who you’re playing for, what you’re repre-
senting.” But he knew that to drive the lesson home, they had 

to personalize it. Or, to use a biblical term, they had to be 
“cut to the heart.”
“Cut to the heart” moments are very important for us too, 
in order to identify with what God is doing in His plan for 
mankind and His plan for us personally. History shows that 
over decades thousands have gone to the Feasts, have heard 

the messages, could explain the scriptures; and yet they 
never owned it with all their hearts. They were, as Christ 
described, people who “draw near to Me with their mouth, 
and honor Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me” 
(Matthew 15:8). And without their heart in the game, they 
lost the vision and turned away from Him.

Cutting to the heart
So when you think about the meaning of the upcoming 
feasts, what gets to your heart? What personalizes it for you 
when you ponder Christ’s return and the first resurrection? 
Or Satan being put away, or the millennial peace, or the 
second resurrection? How do you personally connect with 
those events?

The Plan of God: Own It!

by clyde kilough

As the fall feasts approach and we begin to prepare for another annual 
rehearsal of God’s plan, it is a good time for us to remember what it is that 

causes us to personally connect with that plan and our role in it.

In a few weeks we will be at God’s holy days, 
His feasts, rehearsing His plan of salvation, 
preparing for our role in it, and representing 
the Kingdom of God. Do you “feel this on a 
high level”? Do you “own it”?
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One example of such a “teachable mo-
ment” happened three years ago, when 
I was on a walk with my daughter and 
grandchildren near a Pennsylvania 
village. We came upon an old cemetery, 
and as we read names and dates on 
tombstones, some going back to pre-
Revolutionary War times, the curiosity 
of children sparked questions about life 
and death (first-time cemetery visits 
tend to have that effect on kids). 

Then a single marble slab stopped us. 
It was etched with the names of four 
young girls, none having lived more 
than just a few years. It’s sobering to 
explain to children what “Oct. 1, 1875 
– Jan. 25, 1876” means. It’s sobering for 
adults to speculate on what happened. 
But as parents, it cuts to the heart to 
even try to imagine the tears of grief 
that their parents, Cornelius and Emma 
Wetzel, must have shed!

But knowing what we know from 
God’s plan, revealed in His feasts, we 
were also able to explain to the chil-
dren—and remind ourselves—that 
someday we are going to get to meet 
Cornelius and Emma, and we’ll get to 
see them reunited with their little girls. 
Can you imagine the tears of joy they 
will shed at that time? And then we’ll 
get to teach all of them the knowledge 
of God’s way of life! That, too, cuts to 
the heart! 
God has called us to be there for all the 
billions of people, His children, when 
He brings them up from their graves! 
And to this day I’m reminded of Cor-
nelius and Emma and their babies—
people I don’t know but who touched 
me deeply only by the brief story their 
tombstone told. It’s even more moving, 
though, to know of their story yet to 
be told, the story that God has given to 
us through His holy days and the story 
that we are part of!
That’s just one example of a teachable 
moment that, when put in the light of 
the knowledge of God’s plan, helps us 
commit more than ever to represent-
ing Him, and our calling, with all our 
heart. As we near the coming Feast of 
Tabernacles and holy days, let’s make 
sure we’re always relating personally to 
His plan—let’s own it! OA

Teachable Moments
Clockwise from top: A 
tombstone listing four girls 
who died in childhood in 
the 19th century; the author 
with his grandchildren, 
Jazmin and Makai, reading 
names at an  old cemetery in 
in Pennsylvania, with some 
gravestones dating back 
to the Revolutionary War; 
Jazmin touches the etched 
stone on a monument
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T
Writer’s 
BlockAccepting 

the Answer

by barry richey

After the death of his 
father, one member sought 

answers as to why God 
allows suffering and why it 
seems that, at times, God 

delays His answer.
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mthirty-eight years have passed 
since my dad died (Read “I’ll See You in 
the Kingdom,” July 2013, One Accord). 
In 1975, the year he died, who would 
have thought that all this time  would 
pass and the realities pictured by the 
Feast of Tabernacles would not have 
come to fruition? I was just 20 then and 
was among the many who thought the 
Kingdom was at hand at any moment. 
Back then I was convinced that by 
now, surely, I would have been with my 
parents once again, but 38 years later 
here we are still. Often, time becomes 
our friend and helps us better under-
stand the lessons a trial teaches us. The 
passing of time offers us some amaz-
ing perspectives when we allow God to 
mold our understanding.
Although the pain of grief never com-
pletely leaves, through the passing of 
the years the sting of losing my parents 
has grown distant. Now it is easier to 
consider the questions that I could not 
answer when my dad died. Why would 
God allow both of my parents to die 
within such a short period of time? 
Why did God not answer my prayers 
for Dad’s healing? Why, after so many 
months of praying first for his healing 
and then pleading for God’s mercy, did 

God not answer the prayer to let him 
go? 
Can these types of questions be an-
swered? Yes, the answers are there, 
provided by a loving Father who wants 
us to understand, but not always at the 
time or with the detail we want. 
A difficult learning process
In our final conversation my dad paint-
ed a picture of the life he had lived, and 
he identified pride and vanity as two of 
his greatest enemies. Then he outlined 
the horrific events of the previous year, 
many of which I had not been present 
to see. 
The cancer cells were traveling through 
his bloodstream and stopping along 
the way to do what damage they could. 
First, he lost his voice and his ability to 
sing. All of his life he had performed 
as a singer, having been blessed with a 

beautiful voice. He had a great pas-
sion for listening to barbershop music 
as well, but the next thing to go was 
his hearing. The cancer had invaded 
his inner ear, and the sounds were all 
garbled. Music became nothing more 
than static noise. He was also a vora-
cious reader, but the cancer finally 
reached his eyes and destroyed them 
too. The day before he died he had 
asked me to remove the bird from his 
room. It was just a fly. His mind—that 
was the last to go.
All the many prayers for God to inter-
vene and heal my dad were ultimately 
changed to many prayers for God to let 
him die. We asked why. We sought to 
understand why neither prayer seemed 
to be answered. Yet, in time each ques-
tion was answered in miraculous ways 
that only our loving Father can bring 
about. That is how God often works. In 

http://cdn.cogwa.org/one_accord/201307/index.html
http://cdn.cogwa.org/one_accord/201307/index.html
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His infinite wisdom, through time He 
reveals to us the answers to our ques-
tions when we humbly take Him at His 
word.
Inheriting a purpose
The conclusions Dad reached about his 
own life would require many pages to 
detail, but they all culminated in his 
greater appreciation and yearning for 
the Kingdom of God. The wisdom he 
shared with me will last my lifetime. 
In his final moments he was lucid and 
alert. He saw the need to offer me an 
explanation of how through the pain 
and struggle of each new hardship, 
God showed him the corrections to his 
character that had to be accomplished 

before he could die. To my surprise, he 
told me I was a lot like him. He asked 
me to quote two scriptures he had made 
me memorize earlier in the day. “To this 
man will I look, even to him that is poor 
and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at 
my word” (Isaiah 66:2, King James Ver-
sion). “Let us hear the conclusion of the 
whole matter, fear God and keep His 
commandments: ... for this is the whole 
duty of man” (Ecclesiastes 12:13, KJV). I 
have come to understand that Dad was 
asking me to acknowledge and humbly 
accept our Heavenly Father’s words as 
all important. I have come to see that 
my dad, who I thought did not really 
know me, actually knew me better than 
I knew myself.
These verses have become the founda-
tion for how I view the entirety of God’s 
Word. They have become the lens that 
I filter all other verses through. They 
have now also become the support for 
all the answers my wife and I sought 
during my dad’s final days.

Unforeseen blessings
One of the answers came in the form of 
a physical blessing. The experience of 
losing both of my parents by age 20 led 
me to a career path that has provided 
greater blessings than I might have ever 
imagined as a young man. My parents 
never planned for their futures, much 
less their children’s. The trials and 
struggles experienced by my younger 
siblings after my parents’ death drove 
me to seek answers, and the answers 
led me to my career in financial plan-
ning—definitely not the career path 
I was planning to pursue. As a young 
man, my battle cry became, “Don’t let 
this happen to your kids.” When people 
heard my life story, it compelled them 

to action, which opened doors to suc-
cess that might never have been opened 
without my tough experiences. Physi-
cally speaking, we can now look back 
and see that God’s hand was there even 
when, at the time, it felt like it was not. 
Spiritually speaking, the blessings were 
even greater. My vision has been aided 
by the scriptural wisdom that God 
imparted to my young, open mind 
through my dad’s final words. Though 
it seemed that God didn’t hear our 
prayer to physically intervene in my fa-
ther’s life, I have learned over time that 
God used this trial as a way to teach me 
a critical and life-altering lesson: The 
strength we need to move forward often 
does not come from some clearly defined 
spiritual sign but from the knowledge we 
gain by holding to our vision and having 
clearly defined goals. 
The wisdom my dad shared with me 
has been an integral part of all that my 
wife and I have taught our children, 
who are all still faithful to the truth. 

But greater still is my hope and excite-
ment to see my faithful parents smile as 
we rise together to meet Christ in the 
air. I cannot wait for that time!
The question is, how will we choose 
to see a trial in the aftermath? Will we 
choose to perceive the value of lessons 
learned or choose to wallow in self-pity 
and doubt the love of our Father in 
heaven?  It is all a matter perspective, 
and it is all up to us to choose how we 
react.
Forward focused
To see our whole duty, to humbly obey 
and follow God—which means accept-
ing God at His Word and doing what 
He asks without question—requires 
that we look beyond our circumstances 
today and focus our attention on the 
future. The vision of a future guided di-
rectly by the hand of our Father gave—
and gives us still—a hope that cannot 
come from anything else. 
“I’ll see you in the Kingdom”—Dad’s fi-
nal words—are the unspoken words of 
every patriarch and every apostle who 
walked before us. They are the hope 
of every Christian and the enduring 
promise of our Savior who died so that 
this hope might be attained by us. 
What an awesome God we have, and 
what an awesome plan He has called 
us to!
As we attend the Feast of Tabernacles 
this year, I will undoubtedly be taken 
back to 38 years ago and the events of 
the night that shaped my life. Without 
question, though, I will offer a prayer 
of thanks to the great God who could 
see what I was unable to see. Our loving 
Father knew that over time I would 
learn to see that He had indeed shared 
the unspeakable blessings of an un-
derstanding that only comes when we 
humbly accept God at His word. OA

Barry Richey is an elder serving in the 
Fort Worth, Texas, congregation of the 
Church of God, a Worldwide Asso-
ciation. He owns a financial planning 
practice in Lewisville, Texas.

We asked why. We sought to understand why neither prayer 
seemed to be answered. Yet time revealed they were each 
answered in a miraculous way that only our loving Father 
can explain.
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The Columbia, South Carolina, and 
Augusta, Georgia, congregations are 
pleased to announce two graduations.

Maranda Orrell graduated from 
Vanderbilt University on May 10, 2013. 
She received a bachelor of arts in his-
tory, graduating summa cum laude 
with honors from the College of Arts 
and Science. During her senior year, 
she served as president of Omicron 
Delta Kappa, a national leadership and 
honor society. She also was alumni rela-
tions chair for Sigma Phi Lambda and 
event coordinator for Reach Out and 
Read, a student organization focusing 
on childhood literacy. 

She plans to pursue a career in com-
munications and return to school for a 
master of business administration de-
gree. Maranda is the daughter of Randy 
and Diana Orrell. They currently reside 
in Charlotte, North Carolina, and 
attend the Columbia, South Carolina 
congregation.  

On Friday, May 10, 2013, Will Hewston 
graduated from Clemson University 
with a bachelor of science degree in 
industrial engineering. During Will’s 
sophomore year, he was a resident assis-
tant on campus, receiving the “Key to 
the City” Employee of the Year award. 
He was also an off-campus resident life 
staff member in the Bridge to Clemson 
Program during his junior year. Will 
served as both the business manager 

and advertising representative for the 
newspaper. In addition to participating 
in student government, fraternity lead-
ership and campus marketing, he also 
completed six internship rotations.

Will has accepted a position with 
Schneider Electric as an application 
engineer in Alpharetta, Georgia. He is 
the son of Stanley and Ann Hewston of 
the Augusta, Georgia, congregation.

Ann Hewston and Nancy Lochner

News  From the Congregations

We congratulate Myrlande Pierre, 
a member of the Nassau, Bahamas, 

congregation, who just completed a 
four-year course at the College of the 
Bahamas School of Nursing. As part 
of the requirements for the bachelor of 
science degree in nursing, she had to 
work on a research project. Her chosen 
topic was “Student Nurses’ Experi-
ence with Language Barriers During 
Clinical Practice in the College of the 
Bahamas.” Myrlande explained that 
her research “demonstrated the degree 
to which language interferes with the 
quality of basic health care provided by 
student nurses in the public health care 
delivery system in the Bahamas.” Her 
research suggested “what interventions 
need to be implemented to better aid in 
nursing care delivery to low English- 
proficiency patients.”      

The abstract for this study was submit-
ted to COB’s Fourth Annual Student 
Research Symposium 2013 Call for 
Abstracts and was one of those chosen 
to be presented at the Research Sym-
posium March 22, 2013. Her research 
won second place overall and has been 
placed on the college’s online research 
database. 
Additionally, the chairperson of the 
School of Nursing invited her to pres-
ent this study to the Public Hospitals 
Authority Annual Nurses’ Research 
Symposium on June 27, 2013.    
Myrlande will be working at Doctors 
Hospital, a private facility here in Nas-
sau, Bahamas. We wish her every suc-
cess as she pursues her nursing career.

Janice Mather

Nassau, Bahamas, Congregation Congratulates New Nurse

Myrlande Pierre graduated 
from the College of the 
Bahamas School of Nursing

Sister Congregations Celebrate Achievements of Two Graduates

Maranda Orrell Will Hewston 
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On the Sabbath of May 25, 1963, a 
small group of members of the Radio 
Church of God held services at the 
Buckhead YMCA in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Fifty years later on May 25, 2013, pio-
neer members were there to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the Church of 
God. 

A video presentation of the history of 
the Atlanta congregation, greetings 

from former pastors, special music and 
a message of reminiscence and our 
future from Jim Franks (whose service 
as a minister began in the Atlanta area) 
inspired those attending the celebration 
to continue God’s way of life.

A delicious Mexican buffet was served, 
followed by a cake and ice cream bar. 
The local and visiting brethren were 
given a chance to catch up, meet new 

members and view displayed memora-
bilia. 

Bruce Gore, Atlanta’s current pas-
tor, commented on this special event, 
“Fifty years ago the Atlanta congrega-
tion began. The same truths that were 
taught then are still being taught today. 
In spite of the many confusing and de-
structive things that Satan has thrown 
at God’s people, many are still faithful-
ly living by those same truths as were 
taught not only back in the ’60s, but 
also they are the same ones taught by 
the apostles of Jesus Christ. We proved 
that to ourselves, before we commit-
ted to this Way. Those truths haven’t 
changed, and we’re promised they 
won’t. We’re determined to never let go 
of them for we have been assured of an 
entrance into that glorious Kingdom of 
God upon the return of Jesus Christ.”

Chant’a Collier

Atlanta, Georgia, Celebrates 50 Years in the Church of God
Pioneer members Frank Schrock, Reba Jones, Lynn Estes and 
Betty Evans, along with Phyllis and Bruce Gore

On Sunday, June 9, 2013, the Greensboro, North Caro-
lina, congregation hosted its annual picnic at the beautiful 
Tanglewood Park near Winston-Salem, North Carolina.
With a combination of the three congregations, along with 
some visitors, we had a grand total of 94 happy brethren!
Along with the usual hot dogs and hamburgers with all the 
trimmings and delicious desserts, we enjoyed plenty of fel-
lowship and games.

Ron Kelley

Three Congregations Meet for 
Picnic in North Carolina

On the Sabbath of June 15, 2013, members of the Mobile, Al-
abama, congregation honored their pastor, Harold Rhodes, 
and his wife, Loree, for their dedication and service for the 
last 20 years. They were presented with the gift of a special 
picture of themselves set in a translucent, engraved frame 
that expressed the congregation’s love and appreciation for 
their years of service as helpers of our joy. Afterwards, every-
one enjoyed cake and refreshments.

Don Thomas 

Mobile, Alabama, Honors 
Longtime Pastor and Wife

Harold and Loree Rhodes

Steve Ferenchiak and Tom 
Burrow grill hot dogs
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Marie Freije
Parent’s names: Rod and Tracey Freije 
Congregation: Fargo, North Dakota 
High school accomplishments: Marie 
was a member of the National Honor 
Society each year of high school. 
Church activities/hobbies/interests: 
Marie volunteers as a lifeguard for 
COGWA preteen camps and serves on 
sound crew for the Feast. She enjoys 
hanging out with friends, reading, rid-
ing horses and spending time outside.

Ann Catherine Soltysiak
Parent’s names: Ronald and Barbara 
Soltysiak
Congregation: Quakertown, Pennsylva-
nia
High school accomplishments: Annie re-
ceived the Christian J. Mann Memorial 
Art Award for Excellence in Fine Art. 
Her abstract painting was added to the 
permanent high school art collection. 
She was also a member of the Foreign 
Language National Honor Society, Art 
Club and German Club.
Church activities/hobbies/interests: 
Annie has volunteered by helping with 
children’s choir at the Feast of Taber-
nacles in Bushkill Falls and Lake Har-
mony. She enjoys reading, writing and 
volunteering with children’s summer 

reading programs at her local library.
Plans after graduation: Annie is plan-
ning to attend Kutztown University for 
art education.      

Elizabeth White
Parent’s names: Leta White
Congregation: Tucson, Arizona
High school accomplishments: Elizabeth 
was a straight-A student and was award-
ed academic scholarships from Central 
Arizona College and the University of 
Arizona.
Church activities/hobbies/interests: 
Elizabeth enjoys drawing, playing 
computer games, making artistic crafts, 
cooking and spending time in nature.
Plans after graduation: Elizabeth plans 
to attend Pima Community College in 

pursuit of an associate’s degree in com-
puter science before attending Univer-
sity of Arizona for a bachelor’s degree in 
the same subject.

Editor’s note: The 2013 high school 
graduates are featured in the July 2013 
issue of One Accord.

Elizabeth White

Marie Freije

Annie Soltysiak

Members came from as far away as Tex-
as to attend the annual “ox roast” that 
the Parkersburg, West Virginia, congre-
gation hosted at the Harpers’ farm on 
June 22, 2013. Some members camped 
out the night before and enjoyed some 
nice fellowship. Special speakers Ron 
Kelley and Joel Meeker gave the ser-
monette and sermon for the service. 
Afterwards, the volunteers took the 
beef out of the ground where it was 
roasting and declared it the best yet. 
Everyone enjoyed a terrific meal of deli-

cious meat, corn on the cob, potatoes 
and a variety of salads and desserts 
with some terrific fellowship (and air 
conditioning!). 
The next day, some of the members 
went on a relaxing canoe trip on a 
nearby river instead of the traditional 
white-water rafting experience. It was 
a wonderful and special weekend that 
everyone will be remembering for a 
long time!

Joshua Travers
Photo by Lynn Allemen

Parkersburg Ox Roast Draws Crowd From Across the Country

The Journey Continues: 2013 High School Graduates Bios

Barbecuers check on the 
beef roasting in the ground 

http://cdn.cogwa.org/one_accord/201307/index.html
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Announcements

Nicole and Brandon Bartkowiak of the Louisville, Kentucky, 
congregation are pleased to announce the birth of their 
second child, Benjamin Cole. Benjamin was born on Feb. 28, 
2013, weighing 8 pounds 9 ounces and measuring 21 inches. 
Benjamin joins his big brother Isaac as another blessing from 
God and a handsome addition to the family. 

Congratulations to Josh and Jamie Baker who were bap-
tized at Lakeview Resort in Morgantown, West Virginia, on 
March 23, 2013. Several Church members attended the bap-
tism ceremony and the Morgantown congregation welcomes 
these new members. They bring with them a family of five 
young children, and we welcome them to God’s Church.

Bill Jahns

Josh and Jamie Baker

On June 1, 2013, the 
Cleveland, Ohio, 
congregation honored 
the pastoral team of 
Doug and Janel John-
son in celebrating 
their 40th wedding 
anniversary. 
While the surprise 
reception did not fall 
on the exact anniver-
sary of their mar-
riage, June 3, it did 
take place 40 years 
to the day that Mr. 
Johnson was hired 
by the Church! The 
Johnsons’ faithful-
ness in serving God’s 
people as well as their 
fine example of a loving, godly marriage were celebrated with 
gourmet sandwiches, an original poetry reading, music and, 
of course, cake! 
Congratulations to the Johnsons on their 40 years of love and 
commitment—to each other and to the brethren!

Zach Smith

Benjamin Bartkowiak

Ronald and Linda Rice celebrated their 55th wedding an-
niversary June 1, 2013. In 1958 Ron and Linda were married 
in Shawmut, Alabama, which is now known as “The Valley,” 
where they lived for 13 years.  From there they moved to 
Montgomery and then to Birmingham, Alabama, where they 
raised their three children for the next 27 years. They now 
are retired and live in Andalusia, Alabama, near their daugh-
ter and four grandchildren. They have been tremendously 
blessed with 11 grandchildren and one great-grandchild. 
They have been a wonderful example of faith, endurance 
and love in our congregation over the past 10 years. We 
congratulate them and thank them for their fine example of 
commitment and love.  

Lora Degagne

Linda and Ron Rice

Janel and Doug Johnson
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Planning for Next 
Year’s Projects

Wondering how 
you can help?

Volunteer as a 
program participant 
The key factor for the projects is 
the volunteers! The commitment 
to serving on one of these projects, 
particularly Jordan, requires a lot of 
advanced preparation, and it is not 
too early to start planning!

Volunteer your 
specialized skills
FOI could use volunteers who have 
experience in graphic design, grant 
writing and editing. This is a way to 
use your skills to assist FOI projects 
from your home!

Donate 
Your financial support funds our 
unique educational and philan-
thropic projects all around the 
world. Foundation Outreach 
International is recognized by 

the Internal Revenue Service as a 
tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) organization. 
Contributions are deductible in the 
United States under IRC section 
170. Contributions will be grate-
fully acknowledged by an annual 
receipt. You can donate to the gen-
eral fund or designate a particular 
project. FOI accepts PayPal on its 
website.
Corporate matching
Many corporations have a match-
ing funds program in which its 
employees can participate. If you 
have any questions or need help 
setting up matching funds, please 
contact us at the FOI website, and a 
board member will work with your 
company to add FOI to its list of 
approved charities.

Raise funds
Consider leading a fund-raising 
activity in your local area.  This 
can be a great way to not only raise 
funds, but create an opportunity 
for a social event!
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If you have any questions, contact us at 
info@foundationoutreachintl.org

Foundation Outreach International be-
gan its new fiscal year on Aug. 1, 2013, 
which means now is the time to start 
thinking about how you can contribute 
to the success of FOI projects next year.
This year, FOI was able to fund projects 
in Jordan and Zambia. In Jordan, Joel 
Bosserman and Kathleen Giza will be 
serving at the YMWA Centre for Spe-
cial Education. Karen Claunch, Leslie 
Bosserman and Rebecca McNair will 
be serving at the Amman Baccalaureate 
School. The volunteers leave on Aug. 18 
for the 10-month project.
On July 24, Jennifer and Charlene 
Bowman, two sisters from the Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada, congregation trav-
eled to Zambia to conduct one week of 
English classes for local brethren.
Check the FOI website for updates 
about current and future projects.

Elizabeth Cannon Glasgow

http://www.foundationoutreachintl.org/get-involved/
mailto:info%40foundationoutreachintl.org?subject=Regarding%20Foundation%20Outreach%20International
mailto:info%40foundationoutreachintl.org?subject=Regarding%20Foundation%20Outreach%20International
http://www.foundationoutreachintl.org/
http://www.foundationoutreachintl.org/



